CENTRAL LIBRARY 
Biria Institute of Technology & Science 
PJLANI (Rajasthan) 


i Cat! No 


5 3 /. 034 
J 3. /= 

Go eek 


Aciy-bwip No. 





THE FAUNAiOF BRITISH INDIA, 

XNCi.irDiNa 

r 

CEYLON AND BURMA. 

Published under the authority of the Secretawy of 
State for India in Council, 

EDirKT) BY W. T. BLANKOKD. 

BIRDS.-Vol. IV. 

BY 

W. T, BLANPORD, F.B.S. 


LONDON: 

TAYLOR AND FRANCIS, RED LION COURT, FLEET STREET. 
CALCUTTA : ( BOMBAY : 

4 THACKER, 8PI5K, & CO. | THACKER 8c CD,. 

BERLIN: 

B. ERXBBX.INBKR k SQSXT, 11 OARESTRASRE. 




miNTED BY T;\YL0B AND FBAKCIP. 
RED DION COURT, FLEET STREET. 



PREFACE. 


The Vertebrate animals of British India have now been 
described for the first time in a single uniform series, 
consisting of eight volumes, of which this is the last to 
appear. The work comprises two volumes on Fishes by 
the late Dr. F. Day, one on Reptiles and Batrachians by 
Mr. G. Boulenger, and two on Birds by Mr. E. W. Oates ; 
the remaining two volumes of Birds and one on Mammals, 
together with the editing of the whole, having been my own 
contribution to the undertaking. Five volumes on Inverte- 
brata — four on the Moths of British India by Sir G. F. 
Hampson, and one on the Hymenoptera by Colonel C. T. 
Bingham — have also been published on the same plan. The 
work has fully occupied me during the fifteen years that 
have now elapsed since my retirement from Indian service ; 
but the completion of the Vertebrate series would not have 
been practicable without the valuable cooperation of the 
able naturalists already mentioned. 

This volume co^jbains the Pigeons, the Gallinaceous birds, 
and the numerous tribes commonly classed together as 
Waders and Swimming birds. It thus includes all the Game 
Birds, both of land and water — an arrangement which may 
be found convenient, Although good separate works on the 
subject exist, containing fuller details than are consistent 
with the limits of the present publication. One part of a 
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work on the Game Birds of India by Mr. Oates^ the author 
of the first two volumes of Birds in the present series, has 
just appeared, too late for references to it to be inserted in 
the appendix to this volume. 

The classification adopted for the Birds was explained in 
the Preface to the third volume. The sequence of the 
Orders is to some extent a matter of convenience, — it would 
have been equally correct to have commenced this volume 
with the Steganopodes and Ilerodiones, as the nearest allies 
of the Accipitrine birds described at the end of the last. 
At the same time, it is natural to place the Pigeons as near 
to the Cuckoos and Owls as possible. The arrangement here 
employed has been preferred chiefly because it more nearly 
resembles Jerdori^s, with whose work Indian naturalists have 
now been familiar for more than thirty years, and is there- 
fore likely to be found more convenient. 

The keys to genera and species in this and other volumes 
are intended solely to assist in the determination of specimens, 
and do not necessarily depend on the characters of the greatest 
importance, nor do the generic keys always serve for species 
not found in India, 

The English names used by Jerdon have been retained, 
except when they differ from those commonly used in 
England, or when they have been found to be no longer 
appropriate, owing either to improved knowledge of the 
bird^s affinities or to the discovery of additional species. 
Thus such names as Shell Ibis and Pelican Ibis cannot be 
retained now that we find that the birds to which they are 
applied are not Ibises but Storks; and it is a mistake to employ 
any longer the term of The Golden Plover for Charadnus 
fulvuSj when we know that the true Golden Plover of Europe, 
C. pluvialis^ is sometimes a visitor to India. 

The number of Indian birds regarded as distinct species 
in the present w ork, including the nine added in the 
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Appendix, amounts to 1626. Jerdon, from a much smaller 
area, described 1016, Harness Catalogue of 1879 contained 
1788 entries, of which he rejected 106 and regarded 74 as 
doubtful, leaving 1608, or nearly the same as the present 
enumeration. The precise number of species is naturally 
dependent on a personal factor, some writers being more 
liberal than others in admitting the claims to specific rank 
of races which are distinguished by small differences of 
plumage or measurement, or which are connected by inter- 
vening links with the typical form. Such races or sub- 
species, as they are called, have not, as a rule, been separately 
numbered and described in the present work, but they have 
received due notice and their characters have been explained. 

A very considerable part of the present work is founded 
on the Catalogue of Birds in the British Museum, and ou 
the specimens preserved in the Museum Collections. It is 
difficult to exaggerate the obligations of both Mr. Oates 
and myself to Dr, R. Bowdler Sharpe and Mr. W. Ogilvie 
(irant, the officers in charge of the Bird Department. In 
several cases the labour of compiling this and other volumes 
has been lightened by access to unpublished parts of the 
Museum Catalogue. 

Pi'of. Newton^s most useful ^ Dictionary of Bii ds ^ has 
often furnished valuable information, and has occasionally 
prevented mistakes from being made ; whilst for anatomical 
information I am greatly indebted to Dr. H. Gadow's con- 
tributions to the Dictionary and to his share of Bronu^s great 
work. Some important details have also been personally 
communicated by Dr. Gadow and Mr. Beddard. 

In addition to the many friends in India who have 
contributed to the previous volumes, thanks are due to 
Mr. F. Finn and Mr. A. L. Butler, both of whom have sent 
valuable notes. In this volume, as in the last, Mr. Oateses 
notes have been of great service, and he has added important 
information on some of the Birds of Upper Burma. 
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The woodcuts illustrating all four volumes are the work 
of Mr. P. J. Smit, except in a very few cases, when the 
origin of the cuts is acknowledged. 

Lastly, I would express a hope that the series of volumes 
on Indian Vertebrata now concluded may contribute to a 
fuller knowledge of the animals inhabiting the country and 
may facilitate the study of them, and by so doing fulfil the 
design w'ith which this work was undertaken. 

W. T. BLANFORD. 

Marcl) 1st, 1*98. 
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A. M. N, H. Annals and Magazine of Natural History. London, 1838-98. 

Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves. Anatomical and Zoological Eesearchea, 
comprising an account of the Zoological Results of the two Expeditions to 
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text and 1 vol. atlas. London, 1879. 
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Genova. Genoa, 1870-98. 
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Calcutta : vol. xviii., 1829-33 ; xii., 1836-39. 
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By Lieut. II. Edwin Barnes. Calcutta, 1885. 

Bechst. Naturg. Deutschl. Gemeinnutzige Naturgeechichte Deutschlandis 
nach alien drey Reichen. Von Johann Matthaus Beohstein. 4 vols. 
Leipzig, 1789-95. 2nd edition. 3 vols. 1801-7. 

Bechst. Naturg. Deutschl. Nachtr. Nachtrage von J. P. A. Lcisler. 
2Hefle, Hanau, 1812-15, 

Bechst. Orn. Taschenb. Ornithologisches Taschenbuch von und fiir 
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Von J. M. Beohstein. Leipzig, 1802-3, 

Beng. Sport. Mag, Bengal Sporting Magazine. Calcutta, 1832-45. 

Blanf. East. Pers. Eastern Persia : an account of the Journeys of the 
Persian Boundary Ooramisaion 1870-72. Vol. 11. The Zoology and 
Geology by W. T. Blanford. London, 1876. 

Bl3fth, Cat. C/atalogne of the Birds in the Museum Asiatic Society. By 
Edward Blyth. Calcutta, 1849. 
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Number to the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, vol. xliv, 

Bodd. Tabl. PL Enl. Table des Planohes enlumiu^ez d’Histone Natu relie 
de M. D’Aubenton. Par M. Boddaert. Utrecht, 1783. Reprint edited 
by W. B* Tegetmeier. Loudon, 1874, 
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Cuv. R^gne An., 2® ed. Idem. 2nd edition. 5 vols. Paris, 1829. 
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Bee-eaters. By H. E. Dresser. London, 1884-86. 
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1837-38. 
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London, 1844-49. 

G, R. Gray, Hand-1. B. Hand-list of Genera and Species of Birds, 
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London, 1840. 2ud edition, 1841. 

G. R. Gray, List Sp. Birds B. M. List of the Specimens of Birds in the 
Collection of the British Museum. By George Bobert Gray. 9 Parts and 
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Gray, Cat. Mamm. etc., Coll. Hodgs. Catalogue of Specimens and 
Drawings of Mammalia and Birds of Nepal and Thibet presented by 
B. H. Hodgson to the British Museum. By John F.dward Gray. London, 
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Gray in Griffith’s An. Kingd., Aves. The Class Aves arranged by the 
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chiefly selected from the collection of Major-General Hardwicke, by John 
Edward Gray. 2 vols. London, 1830-34. 

Gray, ZooL Misc. The Zoological Miscellany. By John Edward Gray, 
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Hempr. et lEJhr. Symb. Phys. Symbolas Physiem seu leones et De- 
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Horsf. 8c M. Cat. A Catalogue of the Birds in the Museum of the Hon. 
East India Company. By Thomas Horsfield and F. Moore. London, 
1854-68, 

Horsf. Res. Java. Zoological Besearcbes in Java and the neighbouring 
Islands. By Thomas Horsfield, London, 182 L 

Bume, Cat. A Bough Tentative List of the Birds of India. By Allan 
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Hume, Kough Notes. My Scrap-Book : or, Bough Notes on Indian 
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I’Europe .... pendant lea ann6ea 1825-29. Par Charles Belanger, 
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Btein. Berlin, 1823. 
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Metz, 1801-62. 
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Natursystems Supplements und Begister-Band, &c. Von P. L, S. Muller. 
Niirnberg, 1775 (1789?). 

Murray, Vert. Zool. Sind. The Vertebrate Zoology of Sind, &c. By 
James Murray. London and Bombay, 1884. 

Nat. Libr. The Naturalist’s Library. Conducted by Sir William Jardine. 
40vol8. Edinburgh, 1833-43. 

Naum. Vbg. Deutschl. Naturgeschichte der Vogel Deutschlands, &c. 
Johann Friedrich Naumann. 13 vols. Leipzig, 1822-53. 

N. Arch. Mus. Nouvelles Archives du Museum d’Histoire Naturelle. 
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Order XII. COLUMBiE. 

There is no doubt that Pigeons and Doves must be regarded as 
forming an Order by themselves. That they are more nearly allied 
to the Sandgrouse than to any other birds is generally acknow- 
ledged, but the differences between the two groups are quite as 
great as those between some of the other orders here admitted 
In some recent classifications the Pigeons have been placed near 
the Passerine birds chiefly on account of the newly-hatched younsr 
being helpless and naked, but this character by itself is of secondary 
importance, and the anatomy of the Columbm as a whole as 
Huxley has shown, resembles that of Gallinaceous birds, though 
differing in many respects and showing certain affinities to tL 
Owls and Vultures (P. Z. S. 1867, p. 460). 
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The principal external characters of the order are the follow- 
ing : — The upper mandible consists of two parts ; the tip, which is 
swollen, hard, and convex, and the basal portion, which is soft, 
being covered by skin in which the longitudinal slit-like nostrils 
open. Toes always four in number, and on the same level ; no 
web between the toes, but the sole is considerably expanded in the 
more typically arboreal forms, and much narrower in those that 
seek their food on the ground. Aftershaft rudimentary or want- 
ing. Spinal feather-tract well defined on the neck and forked in 
the interscapular region. Primaries 11; fifth secondary wanting 
(aquincubital). The number of tail-feathers varies. 

The palate is schizognathous, the nasals schizorhinal ; basi- 
]>terygoid processes present (except in the extinct Dodo). Cervical 
vertelme 15. The sternum has generally two deep notches on 
each side of the posterior margin. Fiircula U-shaped. 

Deep plantar tendons as in Gallince. The ambiens muscle, as 
in Parrots, is sometimes present, sometimes absent; the femoro- 
eaiidal, seinitendinosiis and accessory semitendinosiis arc always 
present, and the accessory femoro-eaiidal in all except the Australian 
genus Loj)holo?mus. The oil-gland is nude or wanting ; crnca and 
gall-bladder are present in some genera, absent in others. Both 
carotids are ])resent. 

All Pigeons are phytophagous, the majority living on fruit or 
seeds. They are monogamous and pair for life. The majority 
make a nest on trees, a few on rocks or in holes ; the nest is a 
platform of twigs or grass, without lining, wsimple in struclure and 
very loosely put together. The eggs in the great majority of 
species are two in number. Some genera, as CarpojJiacfa, Caloenas, 
and Alsocomits, lay a single egg. The eggs are wliite, oval, and 
usually glossy. The young emerge from the egg naked and unable 
to run, and they do not go through a downy stage ; they remain 
in the nest for a long time, and are fed by the parents with a 
secretion from the crop. 

An excellent Catalogue of the Pigeons by Count T. Salvador! 
has just been published by the British Museum ; from this work 
the majority of the above details are taken. The classification of 
the order is, however, an extremely difficult subject ; the anatomical 
data are not satisfactory and often conflict with the external 
characters. The order is divided into two suborders, of which one 
(Didi) is now extinct; the other is divided by Salvadori, external 
characters only being regarded, into five families, three of which 
have Indian representatives. I am, however, unwilling to accord 
the rank of families to groups only distinguished by details of 
plumage and small differences in the shape of the foot ; and I shall 
accordir.giy leave all Indian Pigeons and Doves in a single family. 
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Family COLUMBIDiE. 

Even the subfamilies of the Indian Pigeons are founded on 
distinctions several of which are usuallv regarded as not more than 
generic. It is rather in deference to the usual ])ractice than from 
conviction of their real existence that some of the following sub- 
families are adopted. The characters given do not always apply 
to birds not found in India. 

No ambiens muscle, oil-gland, or intestinal 
ca?ca ; tarsus shorter than the middle 
toe without claw ; 14 tail-feathers ; 
general coloration light green, a con- 


spicuous yellow band on the greater 

wing-coverts Treronincp^ p. 3. 

No ambiens muscle or intestinal caeca ; oil- 
gland present ; tarsus longer than middle 
toe ; 14 tail-feathers ; plumage dull, 
banded in parts. Size Very small .... p. 51. 

Ambiens and oil-gland present, no coeca ; 
tarsus shorter than middle toe : 14 tail- 
feathers. Size large, exceeding that of [p. IS. 

common pigeon CarjioplKtifuice^ 

Ambiens and oil-gland present, no csDca ; 
tarsus longer than middle toe ; 12 tail- 
feathers ; plumage with highly metallic 
lustre; long neck-hackles p. 24. 

Ambiens and oil-gland present, no caeca ; 
tarsus moderate ; 12 tail-feathers ; wing- 
coverts and back only metallic green ; 
no neck-hackles Phahhm^ p. 26. 

Ambiens, oil-gland, and caeca present ; tarsus 
variable ; 12 tail-feathers ; no neck- 
hackles Columhimr^ p. 28. 


Subfamily TRERONIN.^:. 

These are the G-rerm Pigeons of India, and may he at once 
recognized by their yellowish-green plumage, often with patches of 
lilac or chestnut on the mantle. There is always a bright yellow 
band, sometimes two, on the larger wing-coverts ; there are fourteen 
tail-feathers ; the tarsus is considerably shorter than the middle toe 
without claw, and has its upper portion covered with feathers. 
The soles of the toes are much expanded, being considerably 
broader than the toes themselves. The short tarsus and broad 

B 2 
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soles are adaptations for perching, and are found in Pigeons that 
live chiefly or wholly on trees. 

This subfamily inhabits the tropical and subtropical regions of 
the Old World. P’ive out of seven genera are Indian. All are 
purely fruit-eating birds, living on trees, and generally keeping in 
flocks ; and all are good birds for the table. 

Key to the Genera, 

a. Tail square or slightly rounded ; 3rd primary 
sinuate on inner web. 

a'. If only part of bill does not extend to 
frontal feathers, 

u”. Horny part of bill less than | of 
culmen. 

1 irst three primaries acuminate ; sexes 

Crocopus, p. 4. 

First three primaries not acuminate; 


Iff sexes dissimilar. Osmotbkron, p. 7. 

0 , Horny part of bill more than § of 

culmen ; bill very deep and thick .... Butreron, p. 13. 

/>'. Horny part of bill extends back to frontal 

. Tiikron, p. 14. 

0. I ail graduated, much rounded or wedge- 

shaped; 3rd primary not sinuate Sphenockbcus, p. 15. 


Genus CROCOPUS, Bonap., 1854. 

This genus contains the common Green Pigeons of India and 
Burma. The bill is stout, the soft basal portion nearly as long as 
the rhamphotheca or horny terminal part ; tip well curved. Wings 
long and pointed, the first three primaries acuminate, the third 



Fig. 2. — Primaries of Crocopus chloroy aster, 


quill with the inner margin deeply sinuate about the middle of its 
length. Tail nearly square, or the middle feathers rather shorter 
than the outer ; under tail -coverts about three-quarters the length 
of the reetrices. Sexes alike, or nearly so. ^ 

There are but two species, both Indian. 


CEOCOP0S. 




Key to the Species. 

a. Upper breast greenish yellow; lower breast 

and abdomen ashy grey C. phoinicoptems, p. 5. 

b. Whole breast and abdomen yellowish green . C\ c/iloroyastcr, p, 6. 

1271. Crocopns phoBnicopterus. The Bengal Oreen Pigeon, 

Columba phoenicoptera, Lath. Ind, Orn. ii, p. 697 (1790), 

Columba militnris, Temm. Pigeons^ pi. 1 (nec\i\. 2) (1808). 

Colurnba hardwickii, Gray in Grtff. An. Kingd. viii, pL 291 (1829). 

Treron phoenicoptera, Blyth^ J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 849 ; id. Cat. p. 229. 

Treron \iridifrori8, Blgth, J. A, S. B. xiv, p. 849 (1846) ; id. Vat. 
p. 228; Blanford^ ibis, 1870, p. 400. 

Orocopus phoenicopterus, Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 447 ; Beamn, Ibis^ 
1808, p. .‘170; Godio.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 272; 
McMaster^ J. A. S. B, xl,pt. 2, p. 214 ; Lhyd., Ihisj 1876, p. 414 ; 
Adnm^ S. F. i, p. 61X); Ball^ S. F. ii, p. 426; Llume^ N. Sf F. 
p. 491; Hume, S. F. iv, p. 2; Cripps, /S. P\ vii, j>. 290; Ilmne, 
Cat. no. 772 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 369 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ F. 
2nd ed. ii, p. 370; Salvadori, Cat. B. M. xxi, p. 20. 

Crocopus viridifrons, Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 449; Hume, S. F. iii, 
p. 101 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. Ill ; xiv, pt. 2, 
p. 83; Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Bunn. p. 143; Hume Dav. S. F'. 
vi, p. 410 ; Anderson, Yunnan Exped., Ares, p. 0(54 ; Hume, Cat. 
no. 773 bis; Bingham, S. F. ix, p, 194; Oates, B. B. i\, p, 307 ; 
Hume, S. F. xi, p. 290 ; Salvadori, t. c. p. 28. 

Tlaridl, H. ; Ilaitha, Assamese ; Ngu, Bom-rna-di, Burni. 

Coloration. Occiput and nape, with ear-coverts, dark grey ; lores, 
forehead, cheeks, chin, throat, upper breast, and neck all round 
greenish yellow, becoming deeper on the upper breast and still 
darker and tinged with olive on the hind neck ; an ashy -grey collar 
round the base of the neck ; back, rump, scapulars, tertiaries, and 
most of the wing-coverts yellowish olive-green, growing grey in 
general, but not always, on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; smaller 
wing-coverts near the bend of the wing lilac; quills blackish, 
narrowly edged with yellow outside, greater coverts with broader 
yellow outer borders ; terminal half of tail dove-grey, basal half 
yellowish green above, black beneath ; lower breast, a Women, and 
whole inner surface of wings light ashy grey, contrasting sharply 
with the yellow upper breast, but becoming tinged with yellow^ 
towards the vent; tibial plumes pure yellow; lower flanks dark 
green, with broad yellowish-white edges ; under tail-coverts dull 
chestnut, with buff tips. 

Females are slightly smaller, and the lilac patch on the wing is, 
as a rule, less extensive. 

Soft parts of bill greenish, hard parts bluish white ; iris blue, with 
an outer circle of pink ; legs orange-yellow ; claws bluish {Oates). 

Length about 13 inches, tail 4*6, wing 7*5, tarsus 1, bill from 
gape 1 ; in females, length 12*5, wing 7*2, 

Distribution, Along the base of the Himalayas as far west as the 
Jumna, scattered over the Eastern Punjab and Northern India 
generally, but less commonly than the next species; occurriog 
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exclusively in Lower Bengal and to the ea8i\^ard in Assam, and 
throughout Burma, Cochin China, and Siam. 

The Burmese bird is generally distinguished as C, viridifroyis, but 
this is, 1 think, an incorrect interpretation ot* the facts. There are 
ill the Indian Empire two perfectly well-marked species — C, pliopni- 
co2>ierus^ as described by Latham, with an ashy-grey lower breast and 
abdomen and with green on the forehead and tail; and C.cMoroganter, 
with the lov^er breast and abdomen greenish yellow like the upper 
breast and throat, and with (normally) no green on the forehead or 
tail. But t hroughoLit IVorthern India both these birds occur and also 
numerous intermediate forms, and as these intermediate forms are 
well known from occurring in the best-explored region, they have 
come to be regarded as typical phoenico/dcTus, and the more cha- 
racteristic Burmese birds have been distinguished as viridifrons, on 
account of their having rather more yellowish green on the tail and 
forehead and a grey rump. Not one of the distinctions is constant, 
thtu’e Leing for instance specimens of green-nimped birds from 
Thayet Myo, Pegu, Toungoo, and Cochin China in the British 
Museum collection. 

TIk? common Green Pigeons of India and Burma are 
usually seen in docks, which feed on fruit (the tigs ol the banyan 
tree for instance), and may often be recognized by their peculiar, 
rather musical call. They always perch on trees, and resemble the 
foliage so closely in colour that it is often almost impossible to see 
them unless they move, and even then ditlicult to watch t hem. They 
are occasionally caged for the sake of tlieir notes. The breeding- 
season is from March to June, and they lay, like so many other 
pigeons, two oval white glossy eggs on a loosely-constructed plat- 
iVrm of small sticks, without any lining, and placed on the branch 
of a tree. The eggs measure about 1*20 by *95. 

According to Jerclon the next species (the habits of both are 
identical) comes to the banks of rivers in docks about 9 a.m. to 
drink, but Hume (8. T\ x, p. 59) doubts whether they ever drink, 
and 1 cannot recollect seeing them do so. 

1272. Crocopns chlorogaster. The Southern Green Pigeon. 

Yinago chlorigaster, lUythy J. A. S. B. xii, p. 107 note (IBld). 

Trcroii jerdoni, Strickland, A. M. N, H. xiii, p. 38 (1844). 

Treron cliloiigiislei’, Blytk, Cat. p. 229; Lmjard, A, M. A^. H. (2) 
xiv, p. d7. 

Crocopus chlorogaster, Bonap. Consp, Av. ii, p. 12 ; Salvador^ Cat, 
B, M. xxi, p. 30. 

Crocopus chlorigaster, Jerdon, B. 1. iii, p.^48; Blnnford,J. A. S. B. 
xxxviii, pt. 2, p. 187 ; Adam, S. P. i, p. 390 ; liutler^ 8, F. iv, 
p. 2; ix, p. 419; Murray, 8. F. rii, p. 113; Bally ibid, p. 224; 
Murney Cat. no. 773 ; Vidaly 8. F. ix, p. 73 ; Leyyej Birds Ceyl. 
p. 722; Reidy 8. F. x, p. 58; Davidsmiy ibid. p. 314; Davisony 
ibid, p. 400 ; BameSy Birds Bom. p. 285 ; id. Jour, Bom, N. H, 
8oc. V, p. 328 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ JEJ, 2ad ed. ii, p. 372. 

Haridly H. ; Pacha gutvay Tel. ; Pacha poroy Tain. 

Coloration as iu C, phoe^iicopterus^ except that the breast and 
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abdomen are greenish yellow^ like the chin and throat, the lower 
abdomen becoming quite yellow, and there is a greenish wash on 
the wing-lining. In typical specimens, too, there is no green on the 
forehead or tail, both being grey, or there is a slight yellowish 
tinge on the forehead only. But, as already pointed out, mauy 
birds, especially in Northern India, are inteniiediate in coloration 
between this and the preceding species. 

Distribution, Throughout the Peninsula of India and Ceylon. 
To the north w^ard this species extends through Eastern llajputana, 
the Eastern Punjab, the N. W. Provinces, and Oudln to the base ot 
the Himalayas, but is not found in 8ind (a reported occurrence at 
Jacobabad is open to doubt) nor the desert region generally. The 
measurements and habits are identical with those of C, j)hoeriicopteruH. 

Genus OSMOTEEEOJNT, Bonap., 1854. 

The Green Pigeons belonging to the present genus scarcely differ 
from Crocopus, except in having the sexes conspicuously distinct 
in coloratioti, and the first three primaries much less attenuated. 

The habits of all these Pigeons closely resemble those of Crocopus. 
They are found in docks, are fruit-eaters, and always perch on 
trees, rarely if ever descending to the ground. They have a 
peculiar, rather melodious whistle. Their flight is rapid, and they 
are generally wary birds, but when feeding on a favourite fruit 
they are easily approached and shot. The breeding habits, eggs, 
and nests are identical with those of other Green Pigeons. 

The genus is found in a great part of the Oriental region and in 
some of the Austro-Malayari islands. 8even species out of the 17 
knowm have been obtained within Indiau limits. 

Key to the Species, 

a. Middle tail-feathers green ; mantle of males 
maroon. 

a', Tibial plumes buff or yellowish ; liead 
and neck of male green or grey, not red. 
a" . Lower tail-coverts cinnamon or whitish. 
a^. Forehead and crown grey. 

a^. Grey nape distinct from green hind 


neck O. ykayrei^ p, 8. 

b^. Grey of crown passing into green 

on the nane O. ajffinis, p. 8. 

b^. Forehead yellow O. pompaduni, p. 0. 

b^\ Lower tail-coverts dark green, with 

yellowish tips 0. chloroptera, p. 10. 

b\ Tibial plumes bright yellow; head and 

neck of male cinnamou-red O. fuloicoliia,-^, \0, 

Middle tail-feathers slaty grey ; mantle not 
maroon in eitlier sex. 

c'. Outer tail-feathei's with a grey tip exceed- 
ing 0 5 in length O. htemeta^ ■!>. 1 1. 

d\ Outer tail-feathers with a naiTow grey tip. 0. vemansy p. liJ. 
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1273, Osmotreroii phayrei. The Ashy-headed Green Pigeon* 

Osmotreron phayrei, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xxxi, p. 344 (1862) ; Jerdon^ 
B. 1. iii, p. 451 ; Godxo.-Amt. J* A. S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. Ill ; 
xlv, pt. 2, p. 83 ; Hume, S. F. iii, p. 162 ; Blyth WahL Birds 
Burm, p. 144; Inglis, S. F. v, p. 39; Hume I)av. S. F. vi, 
p. 412; Hume, Cat. no. 770; Bingham, S. F. ix, p. 104 ; Oates, B. 
B. ii, p. 310; id. in Hume^s N. E. 2iid ed. li, p. 370; Hume, 
S. F. XI, p. 291 ; Salmdort, Ann, Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v, p. 619: 
id. Cat. B. M, xxi, p. 43. 

Coloration. Male, Crown and nape ashy grey, forehead paler ; sides 
of head, including the area above the eyes, and sharply defined against 
the grey crown, greenish yellow, as are the chin, throat, and sides 
of the neck ; neck above green, also contrasting sharply with the 
grey nape ; back, scapulars, and all the smaller wing-coverts chest- 
nut ; median and greater wing-coverts black, the first olive-green 
in parts, both broadly (^ged with bright yellow ; quills black, the 
tertiaries partly green, the secondaries narrowly, the tertiaries 
broadly edged with yellow outside, the primaries* with a linear 
whitish edge; lower back, rump, and upper tail-coverts and middle 
tail-feathers yellowish green ; outer tail-feathers black with a broad 
ashy tip, and with more or less green towards the middle pair ; 
lower parts greenish olive, the upper breast strongly tinged with 
orange; feathers of lower fianks dark green with broad buff tips, 
lower tail-coyerts cinnamon ; wing-Jining ashy grey, generally 
more or less smeared with green. 

Female, No chestnut on the mantle, which is green throughout, 
nor orange on the breast; lower tail-coverls chiefly huffy white, 
with more or less green about the base and along the shaft. 

liCgs lake-red ; irides blue with an outer circle of pink, orbital 
skin plumbeous ; bill bluish, the base darker (Oate.^), 

Length about 11 ; tail 3*6 ; wdng 6*1; tarsus *85; bill from gape 
*85. Females are a little smaller. 

Distribution, Hare in Low^er Bengal, found thence throughout 
Eastern Bengal, i^ssam, Cachar, Manipur, and Burma as far 
south as Tavoy in Tenasserim, but not farther. To the eastw ard 
this species is found in Cochin China. 

HahU, ^c. In Burma this pigeon is found chiefly in the 
denser forests of the hill -tracts, but it does not ascend the higher 
ranges. It breeds about March. 

1274. Osmotreron affinis. The Grey-fronted Green Pigeon* 

Vinago aromatica, pt., apud Jerdon, Madr* Jour. Z, 8* xii, p, 13 
(1840), nec Col umba aromatica, Gm, 

Vinago affinis, Jerdon, 1. c. $ (IMO). 

Vinago malabarica, Jerdon, III, Xnd. Om. letterpress to pi. 21 (1845). 

Treron malabarica, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xiv, p.852; id. 220. 

Osmotreron malabarica, Bp. Consp. ii, p. 13 ; Jerdin, B. 2. iii, 
p. 450 ; Hume, N. E* p. 493 ; Fairhank, 8. F. iv, p. 261 ; v, 
p. 408 ; IJame ^ Bourd. 8* F, iv, p. 403 ; Hume, ibid, p, 424 ; id* 
Cat. no. 775; Vidal, 8. F. ix, p. 74; Butler, ibid, p. 419; 
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Davison, S. F, x, p. 406 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p, 286 ; Oates in 
Hume's N. ^ E. 2n(i ed. ii, p. 876 ; Davidson, Jour, Bom. N. H. 
Soc, V, p. 820 ; Saloadori, Cat. B. M. xxi, p. 46. 

Osmotreron affinis (Jerdon), Walden, Tr. Zool. Soc. ix, p, 212. 

Foda putsa gtiwa, Tel. 

Differs from 0. phayrei in having the crown lighter ashy, the 
area occupied by the colour being less extensive and ill-defined, 
blending gradually into the green of the sides of the head and back 
of the neck, especially at the nape. The male, too, wants the orange 
of the breast, and the mantle is duller and deeper red with a 
vinous or purplish tinge. 

Horny portion of bill bluish white ; rest of bill pale bluish 
green ; irides, outer ring pink, inner bright pale blue; legs and feet 
lake-pink, claws bluish white {Davison), 

Length about 10*75 ; tail 8-6 ; wing 5*75 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from 
gape *9. 

Distribution. Forests of the Malabar coast from the neighbour- 
hood of Bombay to Cape Comorin. . Jerdon states that he also 
obtained this pigeon in “Central India” and in the Eastern Glnits, 
but neither the late Dr. Y. Ball nor 1 met wdth this species in the 
area specified ; the name does not occur in either of the lists of 
8hevroy birds for which I am indebted to Mr. Daly and Dr. Warth, 
and no one, so far as I know, has obtained this bird away from the 
Malabar coast since J^^rdon’s time 

Habits, ^c. Eggs, measuring about 1*08 by *85, have been taken 
from January to April. 

1275. Osmotreron pompadora. The Pompadour Green Pigeon. 

Coluraba pompadora, Gm, Syst. Nat. i, p. 775 (1788). 

Treron pompadora, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xxi, p. 866. 

Treron tlavogularis, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xxvi, p. 226 {1867). 

Osmotreron fiavogularis, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xxxi, p. 844 ; Jerdon, B. I. 
iii, p. 452 ; Blyth, Ibis, 1865, p. 45; 1867, p. 148 ; Legge, Ibis, 
1874, p. 26. 

Osmotreron pompadora, Holdsworth, P. Z. S. 1872, p. 465; Hume, 
S. F iii, p. 102; vi, p, 414 ; id. Cat. no. 777 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl, 
p. 728; Parker, S. F. ix, p. 481; Layard, Ibis, 1880, p. 288; 
Salvadori, Cat. B. M. xxi, p. 51. 

Batia-goya, Oing. ; Patcha-prdd, Alam-prdd, Tamul in Ceylon. 

Coloration. Male, Forehead, lores, and cheeks greenish yellow, 
becoming purer yellow ou the chin and throat and ashy green on 
the vertex ; rest of the upper parts as in 0, phayrei, except that the 
mantle is of a duller red, as in 0, affinis. Lower parts from 
throat green ; lower flanks dark green tipped with yellowish ; 
lower tjiil-coverts buff. 

* It is a very rare thing for Jerdon to be mistaken, but it should be borne in 
mind that he depended chiefly on his memory, which was singularly good, 
for localities, and, as a rule, neither labelled his specimens nor kept them in his 
own possession. 
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The female has not the chestnut on the mantle, winch is olive- 
green, and has more green on the basal part of the lower tail- 
coverts than the male. 

Bill glaucous-green, paling to bluish on the apical portion ; 
irides carmine-red, with a cobalt inner circle ; eyelids glaucous - 
green ; legs and feet purple red (Le<j(je), 

Length about 10*5; tail 3*6; wing 5*6; tarsus *8; bill from 
gape *0. 

Distribution. Ceylon, tliroughout the inland forests and well- 
wooded districts. Jerdon slates that this pigeon occurs in Southern 
India, and he once described a bird that he shot in Malabar, and 
which possessed the characters of the present species, but no sj)eci- 
men appears to have been obtained in Soutliern India by any 
other collector. 

Habits, Similar to those of other species. The eggs measure 
about 1*15 by *88, according to Mr. Parker. 

1270. Osmotreron chloroptera. The Andaman Green Pigeon. 

Treron chloroptera, Bbjth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 852 (1845) ; id. Cat. 
p. 229. 

Osmotreron chloroptera, BUjth, Ibis, 18C3, p, 405 ; Beavnn Tytlerj 
Ibis, 1867, p. 361 ; Ball, J. A. B. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 286 ; id. B. F. i, 
p, 78; IVaiden, Ibis, 1873, p. 313; Hume, B. F. ii, p. 258; iii, 
p. 102 ; vi. p. 414; id. Cat. no. 777 bis : Balvadori, Cat. B. M. xxi, 
p. 49. 

Coloration. Male above very similar to 0, phayrei, except that 
the grey of the crown and nape is lighter, freiicli-grey rather than 
ashy ; the chestnut of the mantle is duller and does not extend on 
to the wings far beyond the scapulars, most of the smaller coverts 
being green ; the lower back and upper tail-coverts are a more 
yellow-green than the middle tail-feathers ; beneath there is no 
orange on the breast, all the lower parts are light yellowish green 
to the lower abd(^men, the feathers of which and of the lower tail- 
coverts are dark green with yellowish-white tips edged with 
yellow. 

female, as usual, lacks the maroon on the mantle ; the grey 
of the cap is generally ill-dehned, and passes into green at the 
sides ; the under tail-coverts as in the male. 

Soft parts as in 0. phayrei. Size larger : length about 12*5 ; 
tail 4 ; wing 6*75 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from giipe 1*05. 

Distribution. The Andaman and JMicobar Islands. 

1277. Osmotreron falvicollis. The CinnamonAieaded Green 

Pigeon. 

Columba fulvicollis, Wagl. Byst. Av., Oolumba; sp. 8 (1827). 

Osmotreron fulvicollis, Bonap. Consp. Av. ii, p. 14 ; Hume, B. F. 
iv, p. 224; id. Cat. no. 776 bis; Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi, p, 413 
Oates, B. B. ii, p. 311 ; Balvadori, Cat. B. M. xxi, p. 52. 
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Coloration, Male* Head and neck all round bright cinnamon- 
red, becoming maroon on the upper back and smaller wing-coverts ; 
middle wing-coverts partly olive, partly, like the greater coverts 
and quills, black ; scapulars and last tertiaries olive, median and 
greater coverts and some tertiaries more broadly, secondaries more 
narrowly, bordered with yellow outside, primaries with a linear 
whitish edge ; rump greenish slaty ; upper tail-coverts, middle 
tail-feathers and part of next pair green-olive ; all the ouh^r tail- 
feathers black with broad pale grey tips, over half an inch wide on 
the outer feathers ; breast ochreous \^itil an olive tinge ; abdomen 
olive, the feathers tipped with yellow on the lower flanks and near 
the vent ; tibial coverts pure yellow ; flanks and wing-lining 
slaty grey, under tail-coverts pale cinnamon. 

In the female the crown is dark slaty grey, the rest of the upper 
plumage olive-green ; lower plumage lighter and yellower green ; 
feathers of the lower flanks dark green with whitish edges ; vent 
and tibial coverts bright yellow^ as in the male ; lower tail-coverts 
whitislji, dark green towards the base. 

Upper mandible to just beyond nostril and lower mandible to 
angle of genys deep red in males, dull red in females, rest of bill 
white ill both sexes, tinged with greenish blue ; irides in the male 
huffy pink, in the female with an outer ring of pink and an inner 
one of ultrainarine-blue ; orbital skin plumbeous-green, and edges 
of eyelids orange in both sexes ; legs and feet purplish pink in the 
male, lake-pink in the female ; claws dend white {Davlmi)* 

Length about 10*5; tail 3*0; wing 6; tarsus *8; bill from 
gape *8. Females are rather smaller. 

Disirihution, A winter visitor to the extreme south of Tenasserirn, 
where this pigeon was obtained by Mr. Davison near Bankasoori 
in December and January. It ranges tlirough Cochin China, the 
Malay Peninsula and Archipelago to the Philippines and Celebes. 

1278. Osmotreron hicincta. The Orange-hreasted Green Pigeon, 

Yinago hicincta, Jerdon, Madr, Jour, L. S. xii, p. 13, (1810) ; id. 

111. Ind. Oni. pi. 21. 

Yinago luiicolor, Jerdon^ Madr, Jour, L. S, xii, p. 14, J . 

Treron hicincta, Blyth., J. A. S, B. xiv, p. 851 ; id. Cat. p. 229. 

Osmotreron hicincta, Bp. Comp. Av. ii, p. 12 ; Jerdon^ B. I. p. 440 ; 
Beavan^ Ihisj 1868, p. 371 ; Godw.~Anst. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, 
p. 272 ; llumey N. (J- B, p, 493 ; Hume^ S. F. iii, p. 162, vi,p. 414 ; 
Blyth 4" Wald. Birds Burm, p. 144 ; Armstro^ig, S. F, iv, p. 337 ; 
OateSf S. F, v, p. 108 ; Hume Dau. S. F. vi, p. 411 ; Bally S. F, 
vii, p. 224; Hiwie, Cat. no. 774; LeggOy Birds Ceyl. p. 725; 
Layardy Ibis, 1880, p. 283 ; Hume IngliSy 8, F, ix, p. 257 ; 
Davison y 8. F. x, p. 406 ; Taylor y ibid. p. 463 ; OateSy B. B. ii, 
p. 308; id. in Hume^s N. ^ E. 2nd ed. ii, p. 374; HunUy 8. F. xi, 
p. 291; 8alvadori, Ann. Mm. Civ. Gen. (2) iv, p. 610; id. Cat. 
B, M. xxi, p. 67 ; Davidson, Jour* Bom, N* H. Soc. v, p. 328 ; 
ix, p. 489. 

Chitta putsa gima, Tel. 
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Coloration, Male, Forehead and crown, sides of head and neck, 
chin, and throat yellowish green, passing on the occiput into the 
bluish grey of the nape and bind neck ; back, scapulars, ter- 
tiaries, and wing-coverts green, passing into bronze-green on the 
rump and upper tail-coverts ; quills black, the greater coverts 



Fig. 3. — Hend of 0. hioinrta. } . 


and tertiaries with broad yellow outer margins, the primaries 
and secondaries with linear yellowish outer edges; tail-feathers 
slaty grey, all except the middle pair with a black band more 
than half an inch from the lip, this band broadest on the outer 
pair, occupying the greater part of the featliers ; beneath, the 
tail-feathers are black with a grey tip ; a lilac band forming 
upper portion of breast, remainder of breast orange ; abdomen 
yellowish green, growing pure yellow on the thigh-coverts and 
round the vent; lower flanks green with yellow* edges; under 
tail-coverts cinnamon ; flanks and wing-lining slaty grey, w ith 
some green. 

female has neither lilac nor orange on the breast (which is 
yellovvish green like the abdomen), and lias the yellow'* tail-coverts 
chiefly buff. 

Bill dull green ; iris blue, with an outer red ring ; legs pink 
{Oates), 

Length about 11-5; tail 3-75; wing 6*25; tarsus -85; bill 
from gape *95. Females rather less. Ceylon birds are smaller ; 
wing 5*75. 

Distribution, Ceylon, the forests near the Malabar coast as far 
north as Canara, and the forest country in So nth-w^e stern Bengal 
and Orissa, as far south as the Godavari. Jerdon states that he 
obtained this species once in the Carnatic and once east of Nellore, 
but it has not been recorded from any other parts of the Indian 
Peninsula except those named. It inhabits Lower Bengal and 
the base of the Himalayas as far west as Nepal, together with 
all the countries from Assam throughout Burma to Hainan, Cochin 
China, and the Malay Peninsula, 

Habits^ ^c. The call, though different in tone from that of 
other species, is similar. This Green Pigeon breeds in Burma 
from March to May ; the nest and eggs are of the usual type, and 
the eggs measure about 1*07 by *87. 
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1279. Osmotreron vernans. The Finh-necked Green Pigeon, 

Columba vernans, L. Mant. p. 526 (1771). 

Columba viridis, Miiller^ Natursyst, Suppl. p. 132 (1789), neo Linn, 

Oismotreroa vernans, Bp. Consp. Av. ii, p. 12; Htime^ S. F. iii, 
p. 323; Wald, in BlytFs Birds Barm. p. 144; Hume Sf Dav. 
S. F. vi, pp, 411, 414; Hnme^ Cat. no. 774 bis; Oates^ B. B. ii, 
p. 309 ; id. in Humes N. F. 2nd ed ii, p. 375 ; Salmdori^ Cat. 
B. M. xxi, p. 60. 

Osmotreron viridis, Hurne^ S. F. i, p, 461 ; iii, p. 162. 

Coloration, Male, Head, chin, and throat ashy, sometimes with 
a greenish wash, especially on the throat ; neck behind and at the 
sides, and a broad baud across the upper breast, lilac ; back, rump, 
scapulars, tertiaries, and wing-coverts olive-green ; quills black ; 
the usual broad yellow borders to greater coverts and tertiaries, 
and linear edges to primaries and secondaries ; upper tail-coverts 
brownish olive ; tail-feathers slaty grey, a black subterminal band, 
very narrow on median, growing much broader on outer feathers, 
all rectrices black from base beneath, the pale grey tips above and 
below quite narrow, not above one-tenth of an inch in breadth ; 
breast orange ; abdomen green, growing yellow towards the vent ; 
lower flank-feathers dark green with yellow edges, lower tail-coverts 
deep cinnamon-red, flanks and inner surface of wings slaty grey. 

The female is green, the forehead, sides of head, and lower parts 
paler and brighter ; no grey, lilac, nor orange on the head, neck, 
or breast ; lower tail-coverts very broadly edged with buff : other- 
wise like the male. 

Bill dull white or pale plumbeous ; irides with thx'ee rings, the 
outer buff or pink, the next prussian-blue, the inner ultramarine ; 
legs and feet pink {.Davison), 

Length about 11 ; tail 4 ; wing 5*8 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape *8. 
The female is slightly smaller. 

Distribution, From Siam, Cochin China, and the Malay Peninsula, 
throughout the Malay Archipelago to the Philippines and Celebes. 
This Green Pigeon is found in Southern Tenasserim as far north 
as Mergui. 

Genus BUTREBON, Bouap., 1854. 

Bill thicker and higher than even in Tver on, but the rhampho- 
theca, though occupying more than two-thirds of the culmen, does 
not extend back to the feathers of the forehead. Sexes differing 
slightly, but there is no red on the back of the male. Sinuation 
of third primary less than in Crocopus, but still well marked. Tail 
rounded, lower tail-coverts extending to the ends of the outer 
rectrices. A single species. 

1280. Butreron capellii. The large Thick-hilled Green Pigeoyi, 

Columba capellei, Temm. PI, Col, pi. 143 (1823). 

Treron capellei, Blyth, J* A, iS, B. xiv, p. 848; id. Cat, p. 228; 
Hume, o. F, viii, p. 67. 
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Butreron capellii, Bonap. Consp. Av. ii, p. 9; Anderson ^ Jour. Linn, 
Soc., Zool. xxi, p. 152; S(tlvadon\ Cat B. M. xxi, p. 32. 

Coloration. Male. Olive-gTeeTi above, with a greyish tint, fore- 
head paler; upper tail -coverts and middle tail-feathers brighter and 
yellower : on the tertiary quills the olive passes into the blackish 
slaty of the primaries, secondaries, and greater coverts ; greater 
and median coverts and inner secondaries, not tertiaries, with 
bright yellow’ outer edges ; outer tail-feathers black wdth broad 
grey tips, some green a])pearing on those near the middle pair ; 
lower parts paler olive than upper ; upper breast dull yellowish 
orange ; lower tail-coverts brow’iiish maroon, lower flank-feathers 
with butf edges ; wing inside slaty grey. 

The female has a yellowish patch on the breast, much paler 
than in the male, and the under tail-coverts are olive with buif 
edges. 

Bill pale green ; irides dark brown : legs and feet yellow 
{Nicholson) ; irides golden yellow (Harferl). 

Length about 10; tail 5; wing 8; tarsus IT; bill from 
gape 1*4. 

Distrihation, Mergui Archipelago, Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, 
Borneo, and Java. A single specimen w as obtained on Elphinstone 
Island, near Mergui, by Dr. Anderson. 

Genus TREEON, Vieill., 1816. 

Tw^o species, one of w'hich is found in the Himalayas and Burma, 
differ from the other Green Pigeons in having the wdjole culmen 
of the upper mandible formed by the horny portion or rhampho- 
t))eca, no soft basal area intervening betw’een the hard part and 
the frontal feathers. There is a small naked area round the eye. 
1'he tail is slightly rounded at the end, and the lower tail-coverts 
extend almost to the end of the tail. The inner web of the third 
primary is sinuate. The plumage closely resembles that of Osmo- 
ireron phayrei, and there is the same difference between the sexes. 

] 281 , Treron nepalensis. The TMck’-hilled Green Pigeon, 

Toria nipalensis, Hodgs. As. lies, xix, p. 164, pi. ix (head and foot), 
(1880) ; Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Burnt, p. 143. 

Treron nipalensis, Bhjih.^ J. A. JS. B. xiv, p. 847 ; id. Cat p. 228 ; 
Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 446; Godw.-Anst. J. A. S. B. xliii, 2, 
p. 171 ; Hvyne ^ Oates. 8. F. iii, p. 160; Hume ij* Dav. 8. Jr. vi, 
p. 410; Ifume^ Cat. no. 771: Bingham^ 8. F. ix, p. 193; Hume 
IngliSy ibid. p. 267 ; Oates^ B. B, ii. p. 306; Humey 8. F. xi, 
p. 289 ; 8alvadorij Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v, p. 619 ; vii, p. 423 ; 
id. Cat B. M. xxi, p. 34. 

Treron nepalensis, Oates in Humes N. £. 2nd ed. ii, p. 370. 

Thoria, Nepalese. 

Coloration. Male. Forehead ashy grey, growing darker on the 
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crown, passing on the nape into the green of the neck all round, 
with the sides of the head, chin, and lower surface ; back, scapulars, 
and most of the lesser wing-coverta chestnut ; tertiaries, median 
coverts, and some of the outer smaller coverts olive ; greater 
coverts and primary and secondary quills black, median and greater 
coverts and tertiaries with broad, secondaries with narrow yellow 
borders ; rump, upper tail-coverts, and tail above green, generally 
brighter than the neck ; outer tail-feathers above grey, with a 
black band, below black, with a very broad grey tip ; flanks darker 
green, with white edges; wing-lining slaty grey; under tail-coverts 
pale cinnamon. 

Female green on the mantle instead of chestnut, aud with the 
lower tail-coverts whitish with dark green bars. 

Base of upper mandible bright red, rest of bill pale yellowish to 
greenish white ; irides orange, with an inner deep blue ring ; 
orbital skin pea-green ; legs and feet lake-pink to coral-red. 

Length about 10 ’5; tail 3*3; wing 5*75; tarsus *8; bill from 
gape *95. 

DiMrihution. Eare in the hiastern Himalayas at low elevations 
as far west as IN’epal, occasionally in. Lower Bengal, in Eastern 
Bengal and Assam, throughout the Burmese countries in the 
hill-tracts, and sometimes in the better-wooded parts of the low 
country ; this species is also found in Siam and Cochin China, the 
Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, Borneo, and the Philippines. 

JIahits, Yery similar to those of other Green Pigeons. This 
bird is equally gregarious and social ; it has a hoarse note, uttered 
when feeding, and also a fine mellow whistle. The nest and eggs 
resemble those of Croc^pus, and the breeding-season in Tenasserira, 
where Bingham met with several nests, was at the end of February 
and in March. An egg measured 1*13 by *89, 

Genus SPHENOCEECTTS, G. E. Gray, 1840. 

This genus much resembles Osmotreron in coloration, but is 
distinguished by having a much longer and graduated tail, and by 
wanting the sinuation on the inner web of the third primary. 
The under tail-coverts are as long as the outer tail-feathers or 
longer. The rharaphotheca, or hard horny part of the bill, is 
shorter than the soft basal portion. 

Eight species are enumerated in Salvadori's Catalogue ; of these 
two are Himalayan and Burmese, the others range through the 
greater part of the Oriental region east of India. 

Key to the Species* 

Middle tail-feathers acuminate and extending 

1 1 j rt • _ 1 J xl . ^ ^ . . _ _ 


generally 2 to 3 in. beyond the next pair S, apkicauda, p. 10. 

Middle tail-feathers not acuminate, extending very 
little beyond next pair S* sphenuruSf p. 16. 
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1282. Sphenocercus apioicauda. The Pin-tailed Green Pigeon. 

Treron apicauda, Hodge., Blgth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 854 (1845). 
Sphenocercus apicaudus, Blyth, Cat. j). 230; Jerdon, B. I. iii, 
p. 454; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. Ill ; Wald, m 
BlytPs Birds Burrn. p. 144 ; Hume ^ I)av. S. F. vi, p. 415 ; 
Hume, Cat. no. 779 ; o. F xi, p. 292 ; iStuart Baker, Ibis, 1890, 
p. 356. 

Sphenocercus apioicauda, Oates, B. B. ii, p. 805; Salvad. Ann. Mus. 
Civ. Gen. (2) vii, p. 424 ; id. Cat. B. M. xxi, p. 5. 

Sang^pong, Lepcha. 

Coloration. Male, General colour green, tinged with yellow on 
crown and sides of head, rump, and upper tail-coverts and under- 
parts; hind neck greyish; upper breast tinged with orange and 
slightly washed with pink ; lower flank-feathers with buffy-white 
edges ; under tail-coverts cinnamon, with more or less buffy white 
on the outer w'ebs ; primaries and secondaries blackish grey, with 
very narrow yellow outer edges ; tertiaries green like the coverts ; 
both tertiaries and greater coverts more broadly bordered with 
yellow outside ; whole wing inside dove-grey; tail-feathers grey, 
extreme base of all and tips of middle pair green; outer feathers 
with a broad black band across the basal half. 

Female. The orange tinge on the breast is wanting ; there is 
generally much more buff on the edges of the under tail-coverts 
and some green about the shafts. 

Bill dull smalt-blue ; irides with an inner ring of pale bright 
blue and an outer ring of buffy pink; orbital skin blue: legs, feet, 
and claws crimson-pink {Davison). 

Length of male about 16*5 ; tail 8*5 ; wing Cr5 ; tarsus *85 ; 
bill from gape 1. Peinales have a shorter tail: length 14*5; 
tail 7. 

Distribution, The Himalayas, below 5000 or 6000 feet, as far 
west as Kumaun, the Assam and Manipur hills, and those of 
Northern Tenasserim from Karerinee to Mooleyit. 

Habits, Sfc. The nest, according to Mr. C. Stuart Baker, is a 
small stick platform on a sapling or a bush, and contains normally 
two eggs, measuring on an average 1*30 by '96. This bird is only 
known to occur in hill-forests ; it keeps in flocks and feeds on 
fruit, generally amongst high trees. The call-note is a melodious 
whistle similar to that of the next species, but less musical. This 
Green Pigeon breeds in Cachar throughout April, May, and J une. 

1283. Sphenocercus sphenurus. The Kokla Green Pigeon. 

Vinago sphenura, Vigors, P. Z. S. 1831, p. 173. 

Vinago cantillans, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xii, p. 166 (1843) (caged 
variety). 

Sphenocercus cantillans, Blyth, Cat. p. 230 ; id. Ibis, 1865, p. 45. 

Sphenocercus sphenurus, Jerdon, B. 1. iii, p. 453; Beavan, Ibis, 
1868, p. 372 ; Stoliczka, J A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 65 ; Godtv.- 
Aust, J, A. S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. Ill ; xlv, pt. 2, p. 208 ; Hume ^ 
Menders, Lah, to Yark, p. 270 ; Hume, N, §■ E. p. 494 ; Hmne J 
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OateSy S. F> iii, p. 163; Wald, in BlytiCs Birds Burnt p. 144; 
Hume ^ Dac. *S'. 1\ vi, p. 4lo ; HumOy Cat. no. 778 ; Scully y S. F. 
viii, p. 330; Oates y B. B. ii, p. 304; Marshally Ihisy 1884, p. 421 ; 
Huniey S. F. xi, p. 292 ; Oates in Humes N, E. 2aa ed. ii, 
p. 377 ; Sharpe y Yarkand Miss.y Aves, p. 114; Salvador i. Cat. B. M. 
xxi, p. 8. 

Splieno(?ercus miuor, Brooks, S. F. iii, p. 255 (1875). 

Kokla, Kokila, II. ; Kiihu, Lepcli^i. 

Coloration, Male, Head, neck, and lower plumage yellowisli 
green, tinged with rufous on the crown, and with orange and a 
wash of pink on the upper breast ; upper back greyish, passing 
into maroon-red on middle of back and lesser wing-coverts ; rump, 
upper tail-coverts, median and larger wing-coverts and exposed 
portion of tertiaries olive-green ; primaries and secondaries blackish, 
both they and the greater wing-coverts narrowly bordered outside 
with yellow; upper surface of lail olive-green like rump, the outer 
featliers more and more grey ; lower surface of wiugs and tail 
dark grey ; low’er tlauks and thigh-coverts dark green with pale 
vellow edges; lower tail-coverts varying from pale cinnamon to 
buff. 

The/^uw?i< lacks tlie orange on the crown and breast and the 
maroon on the back and wings, the lat.ler parts being dark green 
like the rump ; under taii-coverts dark green with broad buff’ 
borders. 

In birds that have moulted in confinement, the green is replaced 
by pearl-grey. A bird thus coloured was described by Blyth as 
Tre.ron cantlllans. 

Bill dull smalt-blue, horny portion pale blue ; orbital skin pale 
smalt ; irides with ati inner ring of pale bright blue and an outer 
ring of huffy pink (Davison), 

Length about 13 ; tail 5 ; wing 7 ; tarsus *85 ; bill from gape *0. 

Distribution, The Himalayas as far west as Murree at elevations 
between 4000 and 7000 feet, west of Nepal only in summer; also 
the Assam and Manipur hills and the hill-i’orests of Pegu and 
Tenawsserim as far south as Mooleyit. 

DabitSy (^x. This is a somewhat less gregarious bird than most of 
the Green Pigeons, and is geaerally seen in pairs or small parties. 
It feeds on fruit, and has a peculiarly agreeable note, more pro- 
longed and melodious than that of Crocopus, and it is ofteu kept 
caged by natives for the sake of its song, which though sweet 
is monotonous. It breeds from April to July, and lays two white 
eggs on the usual platform-nest in a tree. The eggs measure 
about ITS by *89. After the breeding-season, the bird leaves the 
Western Himalayas and apparently migrates east\^'ard, for it 
remains throughout the year in» Nepal and farther east. 
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Subfamily CARPOPHAGIN^. 

This subfamily contains the largest Indian species of the order, 
hnown in India as Imperial Pigeons. Like the IVeronince, they 
are fruit-eaters and live entirely in trees, and they have similar 
i'eet ; but they differ greatly from the Green Pigeons and approach 
the Columhince in plumage and also in anatomy, as they have an oil- 
gland and an ambiens muscle. They are also distinguished by 
laying in general only a single egg, a p€K*uliarity repeated, as will 
be noticed presently, by a genus of the Columbine subfamily. The 
tail-feathers are 14 in number. 

The bill is proportionately larger than in Treronino’, and the 
gape very wide, enabling these pigeons to swallow fruits of con- 
siderable size. All are forest birds ; and the whole group, which 
ranges from India to Polynesia, is chiefly insular in its distribution. 
Even of the six species here included, two are found, within our 
area, only in the islands of the Bay of Bengal. 


A’Vy to the Genera. 


a. Head, neck, and lower parts grey. 

a\ Mantle green ; inner primaries normal . . Caepopiiaga, p. 18. 
h' , Mantle not green; inner primaries 

obliquely truncated Ducula, p. 20. 

/>. Plumage entirely white and black Myiusticivoka, p. 23. 


Genus CAEPOPHAGA, Selby, 1835. 

In CarpopJiaga the bill is long and slender, depressed and soft 
at the base, the horny tip being much shorter than the soft basal 
portion. Wings long, primaries normal. Tail rather long, 



Fig. 4.— Sole of foot of Carpophaga cenea, 4* 


rounded at the end. Tarsus short, stout, feathered for half its 
length; toes stout, very broad beneath, No yellow on the 
wings ; mantle metallic green ; head, neck, and lower ports grey. 
Sexes alike. 

A large genus, widely distributed in the Oriental and Australian 
regions. Two species occur within our limits. 
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Key to the Species, 

Mantle bronze-green ; grey parts tinged with piiik. . C. <enea^ p. 19. 
Mantle dark green, not bronzed ; no pink tinge .... C. imularis^ p. 20. 

1284. Carpophaga aenea. The Green Imperial Piyeon, 

Coliimba aenea, Linn. Sy»f. Nat. i, p. 283 (1766). 

Oolumba sylvatica, 'lickellj J. A. S. B. ii, p. 581 (1833). 

Carpophaga nenea, Jerdon., Madr. Jour. L. ff. xii, p. 11; Gould y 
P.Z. S. 1859, p. 150; WaJdmy Ihisy 1873, p. 314; HunWy S. F. 
ii, p. 260 ; Bally B. F. ii, p. 424 ; iv, p. 285 ; v, p. 418 ; vii, p. 224 ; 
Blyth Wald. Birds Barm, p. 144; Humey N. E. p. 49<j ; 
Arnmiroufj., S. F. iv, p. 337 ; InyliSy S. F. v, p. 39 ; Hume Duv. 
S. F. vi, p. 416; HumCy Cat. no. 780; Binyham.y S. F. ix, p. 194; 
Parker y thid. p. 481 ; Leyye.y Birds Ceyl. p. 718; OateSy B. B. ii, 
p. 301; Anderson y Jour. Linn. Soc.y Zool. xxi, p. 152; Hume., 
S. F. xi, p. 294; Oates in Hume's N. E. 2nd ed. ii, p. 366 ; 
Eavidsorfy Jour. Bom. N. II. So<\ v, p. 329 ; ix, p. 489 ; Balvadoriy 
Cat. B. M. xxi, p. 190. 

Carpophaga sylvatica, Blythy J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 856 ; xxvii, p. 270 ; 
id. Cat. p. 231; JerdoUy B. I. iii, p. 455; Blythy Ibisy 1807, 
p. 248 ; BeamUy ibid. p. 332 ; Blayifordy J. A. S. B. xxxviii, pt. 2, 

p. 188. 

Carpophaga pusilla, Blythy J. A. S. B. xviii, p. 816 (1849) ; id. Cat. 
p. 232; Layardy A. M. N. H. (2) xiv, p. 58; Blythy 1867, 
]). 148 ; Humey Cat. no. 780 ter. 

T)unkal or Dumkaly So7ia Kabutruy Barra hartal, 11. ; Poyonna, Mai. ; 
Kukurani yuxLKiy Tel. ; Maratham prdcty Tani. (Ceylon) ; Maha nila yoyOy 
Matahatayoyay Cing. 

Coloratioyi, Head, neck, and lower parts to vent ashy grey with 
a pink tinge ; forehead and chin whitish ; back, rump, upper tail- 
coverts, and outer surface of wings bronze-green, often bluish or 
purplish in patches ; tail bluish green above ; primaries and 
secondaries blackish above, more or less grey on the outer w^ebs ; 
rectrices and quills beneath dull brown with a yellowish tinge; 
under tail-coverts liver-coloured (dark dull maroon). 

Bill grey, tlie region of the nostrils dull red ; irides red ; edges 
of the eyelids, legs and feet purplish red {Oates), 

Length 17 ; tail 6*5 ; wing 9 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from gape 1*4. 
There is considerable variation in size, and specimens from Travan- 
core and Ceylon {C, pusilla) have the wings only 8 to 8’5 inches 
long. 

Distrihution, In the Peninsula of India this Pigeon is found 
only in the forest-region east of long. 80° from the Ganges to a 
little south of the Godjlvari, and in the Malabar coast region as far 
north as Canara. It may occur near Bombay, but this is doubtful 


* There is in thfe British Museum a specimen labelled Boinba}^ from Sykes’s 
collection, but the species is not recorded in Sykes's list, and a specimen 
of the Himalayan Bendrotreron hodysoniy also from Sykes’s collection, occurs 
similarly labelled. Butler, in the ‘ Bombay Gazetteer,’ says that Carpophaga 
^nea was included in Major Lloyd’s Konkan list and that he may have seen it 
once himself at Khand4la. But neither Fatrbank nor Vidal records it. 

02 
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I can find no trust w'orMiy record of the Imperial Pigeon’s 
occurrence in tne Carnatic, Mysore, the Central Provinces west 
of 80*^ E. long., the Bombay Presidency north of Canara, nor in any 
part of JSorthern India west of the liajmebal hills and Sikhim. 
This species is, however, common in Ceylon, and is found from 
the base of the Eastern llimalavas in Sikhim and Bhutdn through- 
out Assam, Burma, and the Malay countries and islands to the 
Philip])iries, Borneo, Java, and Flores. 

Habits^ A forest bird, chiefly found in hilly country at low' 
elevations, sometimes associating in flocks, but more often seen 
singly or in parties of tw o or three. Like all members of the 
family it is })urely a fruit-eater, it keeps much to higli trees, and 
it rarely descends to the ground except to drink, which it does in 
the morning and afternoon. I have myself seen it drinking at 
the latter time. Jerdon found it visiting the Malabar coast w'ith 
Damla cuprea. The call is a low guttural dissyllabic note. This 
bird is one of the best of all Indian pigeons for the table. The 
nest is the usual flijnsy platform of straw' and sticks, and one egg 
is usually laid, but tw o are said to have been observed. An egg 
measured 1’8 by 1*32. The breeding-season in Ceylon {Lcfpje^ and 
near the Godavari (Jerdon) is in April and Mav. in the Andamaiis 
July {Wh)iherhy)j in Tenasserim February and March {Bingham). 


1285. Carpophaga insularis. The JSicohar Imperial Pigeon. 

Carpo])haga sylvatica {Tickell), var., JPyfh, J, A. S. B. xv, p. .371. 

Carpophaga iiisularia, Bli/th, J.A.S.B. xxvii, p. 270 (1858); id. 
Ibi$j ]S()8, ]). 138 : Ball, J, A. S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 32 ; id. S. F, 
i, p. 70; Hume, B. F. ii, p. 202; iv, p. 291 ; id N. F. p. 400; 
id. Cat. IK). 780 bis ; Outers in Humes N. F. 2ud ed. ii, p. 367 ; 
Salvadori, Cat. B. M. xxi, p. 185. 

Coloration. Similar to that of C. cenea^ except that the grey of 
the head, neck, and lov\er parts is purer, without any pink or 
vinous tinge ; the back, ruuij), and wings are dark metallic bluish 
or purplish green, the tail being still darker and more purplish 
above ; the quills are nearly black above, and the lower tail-coverts 
dull rufous-browui. 

Bill pale plumbeous, paler at tip, darker at base ; irides red, 
varying in tint ; eyelids pale lavender ; legs and feet deep pink to 
lit id purple {Hume). 

Length about 18*5; tail 6*5; wing 10; tarsus 1*2; bill from 
gape 1*6. 

Distribution. Peculiar to the Kieobar Islands. 

Halnts, 4’c. Similar to those of C. mnea ; the breeding-season, 
according to Davidson, is in February and March. 


Genus DUCULA, Hodgson, 1836- 

. This differs from Carpophaga in having the inner primaries 
obliquely truncated at the end so that the outer web projects 
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beyond the shaft, in the tail being somewhat longer with a broad 
pale band at the end, and in t}»e absence of any green on the back, 
wings, and tail, which are rufous-brown in the Indian species. 

Five species are known, of which three (perhaps four) occur 
within Indian limits. They are bill birds, Jiving in forests at 
considerable elevations, but otherwise they resemble Carpopliaga 
in habits. 


Key to the Species, 

(t. Breast and abdomen pale ashy grey. 

n , Crown and hind neck lilac 7>. imiynis^ p. 21. 

h\ Oowri french-grey, hind neck lilac . . 1). ijnseicapilla^ p. 22. 

h. Breast and abdomen lilac Jt). cuprea^ p. 22. 

1280. Bucula insignis. Hodgsons Imperial Pigeon, 

Ducida insignis, Hodqs, As, Kps, xix, p. 102, pi. ix (head and foot) 
(IKkj). 

Carpophaga insignis, Blyth^ J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 85/5 ; id. Cat, p. 232 ; 
JerdoUf B, I. p. 457 ; Gadio.-Aust, J. A. S. B, xliii, pt. 2, p. 171 ; 
xlv, pt. 2, j), H3 ; Hume,, N. djl* K. p. 490 ; id, S. P, iii, p. 328 ; xi, 
p. 29o ; id. Cat. no. 7^sl ; Oates tn llitmvs N. K. 2nd eel. ii, 
p. 308; Salmdori, Cat. B. M. xxi, p. 210. 

Dukul^ H. in Nepal ; Fomok^ Lepclia. 

Coloration, Forehead ashy ; crown, sides of head, nape, and 
hind neck pale lilac, passing on the upper back into coppery 
brown, wdiich passes into greyisli olive-brown on the wings and 
scapulars ; lower back, rump, and upper tail -coverts blackish grey ; 
tail above blackish grey at the base, becoming black beyond the 
coverts, terminal third or rather less light brownish grey, the 
feathers much paler beneath throughout and the terminal third 
light ashy; primary and secondary quills black above, blackish 
brown beneath; chin and throat w^hite ; breast, abdomen, and 
wing-lining pale ashy grey; under tail-coverts pale buff. 

Bill and legs intense sanguine, terminal hard portion of the 
former and the nails dusky brow n ; orbital skin slaty, merging into 
purple ; iris hoary or blue-grey {Hodgson). 

Length about 20; tail 7*5; wing 9'5 ; tarsus 1-25; bill from 
gape 1*5. 

Distribution, Himalayas of Nepal, Sikhim, and Bhutan, at 
moderate elevations (aoout 2000-0000 feet) ; also Assam and the 
Hills south of the valley 

Habits,, Very similar to those of Carpophaga cened, the note of 
this Pigeon being even deeper. It is said to lay a single egg from 
May to July. An egg nie isures 1*72 by 1*28. 


* The bird from North Cachar described as C. insignis by Lieut. Beavan in 
Godwin-AuBtene paper (J. A. S. pt. 2, p. ill), T think, must have 

be^n V, mnm. It was only 10 -5 inches long, hau a slate-coloured head and 
dark red irides, and no mention is made of a |mle terminal band on the tail. 
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1287. Ducula griseicapilla. T/ie Grey-headed Imperial Pigeon, 

Ciirpoplmjra insigiiis, ajmd Blyth, Cat. p. 232, part. ; id. J. A. S. B. 
xxviii. p. 41(3; Bhjth 4* Wald. Birds Bnnn. p. 144, nec Ducula 
insignis, Hodys. 

H Carj)ophaga sp., Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B xxxix, pt. 2, pp. Ill, 

Ducula griseicapilla, Wald. A. M. N.H. (4) xvi, p. 228 (1875) ,* id. 
Ihis^ 1875, p. 459 ; Hume, S. F. iii, p. 402 , Wardl.-ltams. Ibis, 
1877, p. 407. 

Carpophaga griseicapilla, I)amson, S. F. v, p. 4G0 ; Hume Dav, 
*S'. F, vi, p. 418; Hume, Cat. no. 781 ter; Oates, B. B. ii, 
p. 302 ; id. in Hume's N. ^ F. 2nd ed. ii, p. 309; Hume, S. F, 
xi, p. 295 ; Hartert, J. f. O. 1889, p. 433 ; iSalvadori, Cat. B. M. 
xxi, p. 217. 

Coloration, A^ery similar to that of I), insignis, from whieli the 
present species differs in having the crown and sides of the head 
pure french-groy, darker than the lower parts and contrasting 
strongly with tlie pinkish grey or reddisli lilac of the hind neck. 
The upper back and smaller wing-covens are more coppery and 
the rump darker and less grey than in I), insignis. 

Bill reddish plum-colour, pale at the tip ; irides greyish white, 
orbits grey-brown {Wardlaw-Ramsay)^, legs and feet purplish 
lake; soles whity-brown {Hume), Measurements as in 1), in-- 
sUjnis, 

Distrihution, Hill-ranges of Assam, Manipur, Arrakan, and 
Tenasseriin. In the Assam ranges some birds appear to be intei*- 
mediate between this and I), utsignis. 8pecimeu8 (referred to 
insignis) from Arrakan were ])resented by Sir A. Phayre to the 
Asiatic Society in 1844. 

Hahif<t, ^r, Tiiose of the genus. An egg obtained by Davison 
on Mooh^yit, ^est of Moulmein, on January 27th measured 1*61 
by 1*15. 

This bird may, like the next species, visit the sea-coast at 
particular seasons, and if so is probably the pigeon seen by 
Davison at Mergui in August (S. P. vi, p. 417). Ilume suggests 
that the species was the Malaccan I), hadia, which may be known 
by its smaller size and coppery-red mantle. 

1288. Bucula cnprea. Jerdon^s Imperial Pigeon. 

Colnniba cuprea, Jerdon, Madr. Jour. L. JS. xii, p. 12 (1840). 

Carpophaga insignis, apud Jerdon, B. I, iii, p. 467 (^partim) ; 
Davidson, Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. t, p. 829. 

Carpophaga cuprea, Hume, S. F. iii, p. 328 ; Hume Board, S. F. 
iv, p. 403; Hume, Cat. no. 781 bis; Bourd, 8, F, ix, p. 309; 
Davism, 8. F. x, p, 407 : Taylor, ibid. p. 404 ; Oates in Hume's 
N. ^ E. 2nd ed. ii, p. 308 ; IJavidson, Jour. Bom. N. H, 8oc, vi, 
p. 340 ; 8alvadori, Cat. B, M. xxi, p. 216, 

Coloration similar to that of D, insignis, except that the back 
and wings are dull olive-brown, without ruddy or coppery tinge ; 
the rump is dark grey more or less tinged with olive, and the 
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terminal fourth of the tail is brownish grey above ; the chin and 
throat are white, the rest of the head and neck, with the breast 
and abdomen are lilac ; the lower abdomen tinged witii ochreous ; 
lower tail-coverts maize, and wing-lining dark slaty grey. 

Bill dull lake-red at the base, slaty at the tip ; orbits lake-red ; 
irides red-brown ; legs dull lake-red {Jerdon), 

Length about 17 ; tail 7 ; wing 9 ; tarsus 1*2 ; bill from gape 
13 . 

Distribution, The hill-ranges near the Malabar coast from 
Canara to Cape Comorin. 

Habits^ Those of the genus. Jerdon, the discoverer of this 
bird, found it visiting the coast near Cannanore in large numbers 
during the months of April and May for the purpose of feeding 
on the buds of Avicennia and other plants peculiar to salt-water 
swamps. At other times of the year it keeps to the hill- forests, 
in which it breeds, according to the observations of Messrs. F. W. 
Bourdillon and I. Macpherson, from March to May, at the same 
season that Jerdon found it visiting the coast. Davidson took an 
egg in Canara on February 13th. The nests are of tlie usual 
kind, in small trees, 10 to 1«5 feet from the ground, and one egg 
is laid, measuring about 1*73 by 1*29. 


Genus MYRISTICIVOEA, Reichenb., 1852. 

This genus is distinguished from all its allies by its extra- 
ordinary coloration ; white, with parts of the wing and tail 
black, or, in some species, grey. The tail is shorter than in 
Carpoplmga, Five species are known, ranging from the Andamans 
and Nicobars to Australia, but only one comes within British 
Indian boundaries. 


1289. Myristicivora bicolor. The Pied Imperial Pigeon, 

Columba bicolor, Scop, Del. Flor, et Faun, Imuhr, ii, p. 94 (1786). 

Carpophaga mjristicivora, apud Blytk, J. A. S. B. xv, p. 371 ; 
Beavati, Ibis, 1867, p. 332 ; Ball, J. A. S, B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 3*2 ; 
ncc Columba myristicivora, Scop, 

Carpophaga bicolor, Blyth, Cat. p. 232; Pelzeln, Noi^ara Eeise, 
Vog. p. 107; Ball, S. F. i, p. 79; Hume, S. F. ii, p. 264; id. 
F. ^ E. p. 496; Sharpe, P. Z. S. 1875, p. 108; Blyth, Birds 
Burm. p. 146; Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 418; Hume, Cat. 
no. 781 quint. ; Oates, B. B, ii, p. 303 ; id, m Hume's N. F. 
2nd ed. ii, p. 369. 

Myristicivora bicolor, Bonap. Cort^. Av. ii. p. 36; Walden, Irans. 
Z. S, ix, p. 217 ; Salvadon, Cat. B. M, xxi, p. 227. 

Coloration, Creamy white* except the primaries and secondaries 
(the tertiaries are while), greater primary-coverts, winglet, the 
terminal half of the median tail-feathers and a gradually dimin- 
ishing proportion on the outer rectrices, which are black; the 
white extends far down the shaft and middle of the outermost 
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pair of tail-feathers, wliilst the black runs np tlie outer margin 
sometimes for three-fonrtlis of the length. 

Bill leaclen-blue, tlie tip darkish horny or dark plumbeous; 
irides dark brown ; legs and feet pale smalt-blue (Dtivison). 

Length about 16; tail 5*o ; wing 9; tarsus 1*2; bill from 
gape 1*4. 

Disirlhxiiion, From the Andamans and Nicobars through the 
Malay Archipelago to New Gruinea and Australia, where a local 
form {M, spilorrhoa) occurs. This Pigeon breeds on tbe Nicobars 
and is a seasonal visitant to the Andamans, C'ocos, Narcondain, 
Barren Island, and according to Bl vtli to the Mergni Archipelago, 
))nt not, HO far as is known, to the mainland of ^JVnasserirn. 
According to Dr. Maingay, this species also visits the islands only 
on the coast of the Malay Peninsula. 

Jlabits^ cfc. Though found in great nmnhers at the Nicobars, 
this bird, according to Davison, is irregularly distributed, being 
very common in some islands but absent in otliers. In some it 
keeps much to mangrove swamps. Jt lays a single egg in January, 
P^ebruary, or March, and makes tbe usual platform nest on man- 
groves. A single egg obtained by C'aptain Wimberh'y measured 
1*7S by 1-25. Tbe bird is a fruit -eater, and in its general habits 
closely resembles Carpophacfa, 


Subfamily CAL(P:NADINJE. 

The Nicobar Pigeon, ubicb with an allied species forms tlie 
present subfamily, agrees with tbe CarpopharfiiUT in having an 
oil-gland and ambiens muscle, but no iniestinal ca^ca ; it differs 
in having only 12 tail-feathers, long tarsi, elongate feathers on the 
neck, and metallic plumage. 


Genus CALCENAS, G. B. Gray, 1840. 

The genus Cahmas is distinguished by its long neck-hackles, 
longest and narrow on the hack of the neck, disintegrated and 
hair-like on the occiput and fore neck. The bill is large and the 
apical portion curved ; it bears a fleshy protuberance, larger in 
males than in females, at tlie base of the cnlmen ; the wings are 
long and pointed; tail of 12 feathers, short and rounded ; feet 
strong; tarsus naked, si out, longer than the mid-toe without claw. 

Only two species are known, of which one inhabits the Nicobar 
Islands. 


1290. Caloenas nicoharica. The Nicohar Pvjemp 

Oolnmba nicobanca, Linn, Syst, Nat i, p. 283 (1766). 

Cnloenas nicobariea, 6r. M, Oray^ IM Um, B. p. 69 (1840) : Bliffh. 
Cat, p. 238 ; id, J, A, S. B, xxviii, p. 274 ; Ball^ lA A, 8, Bp 
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xxxix,pt 2, p. 32; uf. S,F. i, p. 81 ; Humr^ S. F. ii, p. 271 ; Blyth, 
Jiirfis ihfrm. p. 147: Hume 8f Jhtiu S, F. vi, p. 425; Ilume^ Cat. 
no. 7J)8 bis ; Oatea^ B. B. ii, p. 299 : id. in llunieH N. E. 2nd od. 
ii, p. 365 ; Snlvadoriy Cat. B. M. xxi, p. 615. 

Cohraiion. Head and neck dark slaty grey, most of the neck- 
hackles the same, but the longest hackles and the upper plumage 
generally rich metallic green, changing to coppery bronze ; outer 
wing-coverts and outer borders of (|uil]s steel-blue ; primary and 
secondary quills, except on their o jter upper borders, black ; tail 
with longer upper and lower coverts white ; lower parts dark 
inetalljc green, pur])lisli on upper breast. 



Fig. 5.— Head of C. vicohariea. 

Young birds want the hackles, and the tail is bronzy green, 
while tlie plumage generally is duller. 

J^ill and 6esby base deep blackish grey ; irides deep brown ; 
feet pinkish lake to dull purplish lilac : claws yellow (Hume). 

Length about 16; tail 3-5; wing 10 25 ; tarsus 1*7; b:ll from 
gape 1*5, 

Dutrilmiion. The Mnlay Archipelago from the Nicobars to the 
vSolomon Islands. This bird apparently never visits the Continent ; 
it abounds on the Nicobars and breeds in numbers on the island of 
Batty Malve and perhaps on some of the other islands. It has 
been sent from the Cocos north of the Andamans, and a single 
individual was once seen by Davison near Aberdeen in South 
Andaman. Jt is also said to visit the Mergni Archipelago. 

Hahit% This grand Pigeon roosts and builds its nest on 
trees, but feeds entirely on the ground on seeds. Its flight is 
lieavy ; it is a silent bird, but occasionally utters a hoarse croak. 
It makes the usual nest, a platform of twigs on a tree, and lays a 
single pure white egg, minutely pitted throughout, not glossy, and 
measuring about 1*84 by 1*27. 
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Subfamily PHABIN.E. 

This is a very ill-defined group, containing a number of African, 
Indian, and Australian Doves, agreeing in anatomy with Calmnas, 
and having like it 12 tail-feathers, but distinguished by thti 
restriction of the feathers with a metallic lustre to the mantle, and 
by the absence of neck-hackles. 

Genus CHALCOPHAPS, Gould, 184,3. 

One of the most beautiful of the Indian Columhidtv,^ the Bronze- 
winged, or, as it is sonjetimes called, the Emerald Dove, easily 
recognized by its bronzed metallic green mantle, is the sole repre- 
sentative within our area of Chalcophaps^ a genus containing about 
6 species and ranging from the Himalayas and Malabar to Australia. 
The bill is slender ; the wings moderately long, with the 2nd and 
3rd quills longest ; the tail, of 12 feathers, is considerably shorter 
than the wing, and slightly rounded; the tarsus slender and bare, 
about equal to the middle toe in length, and the feet adapted for 
ground habits. Sexes difPering in plumage. 

1291. Chalcophaps indica. The Bronze-winged Dove. 

Columba indica, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 284 (170H'). 

Chalcophaps indica, Blyth.^ J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 87)9 ; id. Cat. p. 237 ; 
Jerdotif B. I. iii, p. 484; Blyth, Ibis, 18()7, p. 151; Bmvan, 
ibid. p. 332; Oodtc.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 112; 
Bally S. I\ i, p. 80; Walden, Ibis, 1873, p. 315; Hume, N. L\ 
p. 509; id, I\ ii, P. 269; Blytli ^ Wald. Birds Burnt, p. 147 ; 
Ihmie *5* Bourd. S. F. iv, p. 404 ; It ylis, *S\ F. v, p. 40; Fairbank, 
ibid. p. 409 ; Btitler, ibid. p. 503 ; llume ^ Dnv. IS. F. vi, p, 424 ; 
Anders. Yunnan Forped., Ares', p. 667 ; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 225 ; 
CVippSyibid. p. 298 ; Hume, Cat. no. 798 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p, 714 ; 
Vidal, S. F. ix, p. 75; Bingham, ibid. p. 195 ; Butler, ibid. p. 421 ; 
Iteid, ibid. x>. 500; Davison, S. F. x, p. 408; Taylor, ibid, p). 464 ; 
Oates, B. B. ii, p. 297 ; Boimes, Birds Bom. p. 293 ; Hume, S. F. 
xi, p. 300 ; Oates in Humes N. F. 2nd ed. ii, p. 363; Salvadori, 
Cat. B. M. xxi, p. 514. 

Chalcophaps aiigiista, Bonap. Consp. Ao. ii, p. 92 (1854) ; Blyth, 
Ibis, 1808, p. 133; Ball, S. F. i, p. 81. 

Batn ghugu, Faj-ghugu, 13eng. ; Andi-bella-guwa, Tel. ; Pathaki prda, 
Tam., Ceylon; Nila Kobeya, Cing. ; Ka-er, Lepcha; Mati-Kupohu, 
Assamese ; Gyo-Sane, Burmese. 

Coloration. Male. Eorehead and supercilia white, passing into 
the dark bluish grey of the crown and nape ; sides of he^ and 
neck all round deep vinous red ; a few grey feathers or sometimes 
a narrow grey band down the back of the neck ; upper back, wing- 
coverts, scapulars, tertiaries, and outer webs of secondaries metallic 
emerald-green changing to coppery bronze ; small wing-coverts 
near edge of wing vinous grey, separated by a narrow white bar 
from the green ; greater primary-coverts, primaries, and secon- 
daries dark brown, inner borders of quills near base and the wing- 
lining chestnut ; lower back coppery bronze with two pale grey 
cross-bands, the hinder bordering the rump, which is dark grey 
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with blackish edges to the feathers ; tail blackish brown, outer two 
or three pairs of feathers grey, with a broad subterininal black 
band ; lower parts deep vinous, paler on throat and abdomen, 
lower tail-coverts dark grey. 



Pig. 6. — Head of C. indica. } . 


Female. Forehead and supercilia pale grey ; crown, nape, hind 
neck, and sides of neck brown tinged with vinous, smaller vving- 
coverta near edge of wing brown, the wdiite bar absent or 
scarcely perceptible ; upper tail-coverts rufous-browm with dark 
edges, middle four reetrices blackish brown, next two pairs rufous 
near the base, outer two pairs grey near the base and at tips as in 
the male; lower surface brown with a vinous tinge; back and 
wings as in male. Young birds are at first dull brow^n above, wdth 
very lit tle green, and are barred rufous and dark brown beneath. 

Bill red ; iris dark brown ; eyelids plumbeous ; legs dusky red, 
claw's pale horn-colour {Oates). 

Length about 10*5; tail 3*75; wing 5*70 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from 
gape *9. 

Distribution. Throughout the Low'er Himalayas as far we.st as 
Mussooree, aud probably Kashmir (Adams, P. Z. 8. 1859, p. 187) 
from the base to about 6000 feet elevation, also Lower and Eastern 
Bengal, the forest tracts between the Ganges and the Mahanadi 
(and probably as far south as the Godavari), east of lat. 80° E., 
and the forests near the Malabar coast from Cape Comorin to the 
neighbourhood of Bombay, but, so far as I can ascertain, nowhere 
else in India ; certainly not, as Jerdori states, throughout India, 
This dove is found in Ceylon, also in the Andamans and Nicobars, 
and is generally distributed from Assam, throughout the Burmese 
countries, Malay Peninsula and Archipelago to New Guinea, and 
through South China to the Philippines. 

Habits, This beautiful Dove is found only iu forests and 
damp thickly-wooded parts of the country, and is generally solitary. 
It is far from shy and may be seen feeding on forest paths, along 
which or along stream-beds it dashes with great swiftness when 
disturbed, but it usually flies only a short distance and seldom or 
never rises far from the ground. It feeds on berries and seeds 
picked up from the ground, and its call is low, plaintive, and 
prolonged. It breeds from January or February to Julv, aud has 
probably two broods; the nest, more saucer-sliaped than that of 
other doves, is a comparatively neat structure of roots, grass, or 
twigs without lining. The eggs are creamy white to very pale 
buff, two in number, and measure about 1*1 by *85. 
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Subfamily COLUMBIN/E. 

The common Pi^^eons nnd Doves appear to be the least spc cialized 
anatomically of the whole order, for they retain the ambiens 
mascle. intestinal cieca, and oil-gland that so many of their allies 
have lost. All have 12 rectrices. They exhibit considerable 
differences and have been variously arranged, the true Do\'e8 of 
the genus Turiur being generally placed in a distinct subfamily 
trom Columba^ but there is no structural character of importance, 
internal or external, by vvhich the two can be separated. 

Ket/ to the Genera, 

a. Tail less than ^ wing in length. 

n\ Neck-feathers not acuminate, dark hnrs 

on secondaries Colcmba, p. 28. 

h'. Neck-fe .others acuminate, no dark bars 

on se(‘ondaries Dendrotr'khon, p. 32. 

h. Tail not longer than wing, but exceeding 


of it. 

c', J^arger, no white tips to tail-h'athers ; 

Tarsus shorter than mid-toe witliout 
cla^v. 

n'\ A w’hite bar, conspicuous beneath, 

across tail Parumbus, p. 34. 

h'\ No white bnr across tail Alsocomub, p. 35. 

0 . Smaller; white or grey tips to tail; 
tarsus longer than mid-toe vvithout 
claw. 

c". Sexes alike ; 2nd and 3rd quills 

longest Turtur, p. 39. 

d” . Sexes different; 1st and 2nd quills 

longest CEnopoppu.ta, p. 47. 

('. Tail longer than wingandmuch graduated. Macropygia, p. 48. 


Genus COLUMBA, Linn., 17G6. 

This is the typical genus of the Columbine order, and contains 
the Bock-Pigeons or Bcck-Doves and their allies. The Wood- 
Pigeons have been alternately included in the genus, as in Salvadori’s 
Catalogue, and classed apart; but the latter plan is here followed, 
fis according better with the generic arrangement adopted in other 
orders. The division of this group of Pigeons into genera of equal 
value is a difficult task, although simpler when only the Pigeons of 
a restricted area need arrangement than when all the known 
species require to be classified. 

In the genus as here defined the corneous portion of the bill is 
slender, the soft basal part swollen above the nostrils, which are 
linear and oblique ; the wings are long and pointed, 2nd qutil 
longest (except in C. nqmtris^ in which the 1st exceeds the 2nd), 
1st much longer than 4th ; the tarsus is naked and longer than the 
bill from the gape, and the feet are formed for walking, the toes 
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being slender and the soles narrow. The tail is short, scarcely 
projecting beyond the ends of the closed wings, and measuring 
half as much as the wing in length or a little more. Sexes alike. 
Plumage chiefly grey, with distinct black or dusky cross-bars on 
the secondaries and their coverts. 

The Eock-Pigeous associate in large flocks and mostly make 
their nests on rocks or buildings. The Stock-Doves make nests in 
the hollows of trees or in rabbit-burrows. 

Key to the S 2 )ecies, 

a, Neck-fcathers with metallic gloss j lower parts 
grey. 


a\ Bill blackish ; legs red. 

a" . No white band across tjiil. 

Lower back grey like rump C. intermedia, p. 29. 

Lower back white C. Ikia^ p. 30. 

h''. A white baud acj’oss tail C. rupestru, p. 30. 

//. Bill and legs yellowish C\ evernmanni, p. 31. 


h. Neck and lower parts white, no metallic gloss . C, leuconota, p. 32. 

1292. Columba intermedia. The Indian Blue liocIc-Figeon. 

Columba intermedia, StrickL A. M. N, U. xiii. p. 39 (1844) ; Blyth, 
J. A. N. B. xiv, p. 801 ; Layard, A. M. N, II. (2) xiv, p. 59 ; 
JStoliczka, J. A. iS. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, p. f)0 ; xli, pt. 2, p. 248 ; Jurdon, 
B. /. iii, ]). 4()9; Hume, S. F. i, p. 217; Adam, ibid. p. 390; 
Ball, F. ii, p. 425 ; iii, p. 208 ; vii, p. 224 ; Hume, N. E. p. 499 ; 
Lexjije, Birds Oyl. p. 098; Bxttler, iS. F. \y, 'p. Hume ^ iJav 
N. F. vi, p. 419; Cripps. S. F. vii, p. 290; Hume, Cat. no. 788; 
Scully, S. F. viii, p. 339 j Vidal, S. F. ix, y 74 ; Butler, il/id. 
p. 419; Barnes, ibid. p. 457 ; Biddulph, Ibis, 1881, p. 01 ; Beid, 
S. F. X, p. 59 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 288 ; Barnes, Birds Bom, p. 289 • 
Hume, S. F. xi, p. 297; St.John, Ibis, 1880, p. 173; Oates in 
limruis K. E, 2nd ed. ii, p. 314 ; Salvador i, Cat. B, M. xxi 
p. 259. ’ 

Columba livia, ajmd Blyih, Cat. p. 233 ; id. Birds Burm. p. 145; 
nec Bonn. 

Kahutar, 11. ; Pdrawd, Main.; Gudi pourai,Te\.', Kovilpura, Tam.* 
Mdda-prda, Tain., Ceylon. 

Coloration. ISlaty grey, the neck glossed all round with metallic 
green, chauging to purplish red, the latter ])re\ ailing on the upper 
breast ; back, scapulars, and wings more ashy, no white band on 
the lower back; rump, upper tail-coverts, and tail darker ; two bars 
of black across the wings, one on the greater coverts, the other 
formed by the tips of the secondaries, and a broad band on the 
tertiaries ; tail with the terminal fourth blackish and the basal 
three-quarters of the outer web in the outermost rectrices white ; 
axiliaries, bases of quills, and inner part of wing-lining white or 
very pale grey. 

Bill black, with a white mealiness at the tumid base of its upper 
mandible ; irides brownish orange ; lids bluish white, and legs 
reddish pink {Blytit), 
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Length about 13 ; tail 5 ; wing 9 ; tarsus 1*2 ; bill from gape 1. 

Distribution, Throughout India and Ceylon, except in forest or 
on high hills, ranging west to Southern Persia and east to China 
and Japan ; rare in Bunnii, wanting in Tenasserim and probably 
in Pegu, but found in Upper Burma. 

Habits, A bird haunting rocky cliffs, old buildings, walls, 
and, when encouraged, human habitations generally, nesting in all 
the places named and, in Western and North-western India espe- 
cially, in wells. The Indian Pigeon is inovst common in cultivated 
country, and feeds on grain and seeds. It is, as Blyth has shown, 
the wild species, from which the numerous breeds of domestic 
pigeons, peculiar to India, are derived. Pigeons are generally 
protected by natives of India, both Hindus and Mahomed ans ; 
in Rajputana they are regarded as almost sacred birds and no one 
is allowed to kill them. They breed in Northern India from 
Deccmb«"r to May, later in the south, and lay two eggs in a hole 
in a cliff, w'all, temple, tomb, or well. Eggs measure 1*45 by 1*12. 

1293. Columba livia. The Blue Bock’-Pigeon. 

Columba livia, Bonnaferre, Encycl. MM. i, p. 227 (1790); Blyth, 
Oit. p. 238 pt. ; Hume, H. F. i, p. 218 ; Cripps, S. F. vii, p. 290 ; 
Hume, Cot. no. 788 bis ; Biddulph, Ihia, 1881, p. 92 ; Scully, ibid, 
p. 584 ; Swinhoe, ILis, 1882, p. 117 ; Barries, S. F. ix, p. 457 ; id. 

' Birds Bom. p. 289 ; St. John, Ibis, 1889, p. 173 ; Sharpe, Yarkand 
Mm., Aves, p. 115 ; Salvadori, Cot. B, M. xxi, p. 252. 

Columba neglecta, Hume, Lah, to Yark. p. 272 (1873). 

Coloration, This, the Blue Rock-Pigeon or Rock-Dove of 
Europe, differs from the Indian (7. intermedia only in having the 
lower back (not, as sometimes stated, the rump) white. Usually, 
too, the general tint is paler. 

Distribution. The Western Palararctic region, with Afghanistan, 
Baluchistan, Sind, the Punjab, Kashmir, and occasionally other 
parts of Northern India. The birds found in North -w^es tern 
India are usually intermediate between the two races, and have a 
comparatively narrow white or whitish band on the lower back, 
not a broad band like European birds. 

1294. Columba rupestris. The Blue HilUPigeon, 

Columba cenas, var. h rupestris, Pall. Zooyr, liosso^Amtt. i, p. 560 
(1811). 

Columba rupestris, Bonap. Consp. Av. ii, p. 48 (1854) ; Moore, 
P. Z. S. 1859, p. 400 : Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 470 ; Stohczka, J. A. S. B. 
xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 06; Hume, Cat. no. 789; Biddulph, Ibis, 1881, 
p. 92 ; Scully, ibid. p. 584 ; C, H. T. Marshall, Ibis, 1884, p, 421 ; 
Sharpe, Yarkand Miss., Ates, p. 116 ; Salvadori, Cat. B. M, xxi, 
p. 250. 

Columba livia, var., Adams, P. Z, S, 1858, p. 497 ; 1859, p. 187. 

Columba rupicola, apud Hume Ilendere, Lah, to Yark. p. 273 ; 
Scully, S, P. iv, p. J 76. 

Cohraiion very similar to that of C, livia; but the upper 



COLUMBA. 


31 


surface is slightly paler, and the lower breast, abdomen, and lower 
tail-coverts are pale ashy grey, the upper breast is tinged with 
lilac, and there is a broad white band across the middle of the 
tail. The lower back is white, as in C, livia ; the rump and upper 
tail-coverts dark slaty grey. 

The wing is very pointed, the Ist quill being as long as the 
2nd or longer. 

Bill black ; irides golden red : feet lobster-red (StoUczJca). 

Length about 13 ; tail 5 ; wing 9 ; tarsus IT ; bill from gape *95. 

Distribution. Central Asia from Gilgit to South Siberia and 
Corea: common in Tibet and in some of the drier valleys of the 
higher Himalayas. This Pigeon has been recorded from Gilgit, 
Dras, Leh, and the Upper Indus Valley generallv, Lahaul, Upper 
Kumaun and Tibet north of Sikhim,but specimens labelled Kashmir, 
Hikhin), and Darjiling in the British Museum Collection probably 
come from more northern localities. 

Habits, (Sfc. This Pigeon has generally been seen associating in 
flocks with C. livia. Its habits are similar; Marshall found it 
breeding on clitfs in the Pangi Valley (Upper Cbenab). 

1295. Columba eversmanni. The Eastern Stoch-Pigeon. 

(^olutnba eversmanni, Bonap. Compt. Rmd. xliii, p. 838 (18*56) ; 
Sharpe f Yarkand Miss.y Aves, p. 110; Salvadoriy Cat. B. M. xxi, 
p. 264. 

Palumboena eversmanni, Blgth, J. A. S. B. xxvi, p. 219; Jerdon, 

B. 1. iii, p. 467 ; Beavan, Ibisy 1868, p. 374 : Hume, S. F. i, p. 217; 
id, Sr Mend. Lah. to York. p. 271, pi. xxxi ; id. Cat. no. 787 ; 

C, H. T. Marshall, Ibis, 1884, p. 421 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 288 ; 
Reid, S. F. X, p. 59. 

Palumboena cenicapilla, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xxvi, p. 219. 

The Indian Stock-Figeon, Jordon; Kamar-Kular, H. 

Coloration ashy grey ; crovvn and hind neck and breast tinged 
with lilac ; sides and back of lower neck glossed with metallic 
green, changing to red lilac, but Jess distinctly than in G. lyvia ; 
back and scapulars with tips of quills brownish ; three imperfect 
black bars, often indistinct or interrupted, on the secondaries and 
their coverts; lower back white; rump and upper tail-coverts 
leaden grey, often with darker edges ; base of tail also leaden grey, 
terminal third blackish, crossed by a paler grey band on the outer 
feathers ; basal portion of outer web of outermost rectrices white ; 
axillaries and inner part of wing-lining white. 

Bill pale yellowish green, base of lower mandible and gape 
slaty ; irides dark yellow; legs and feet yellowish fleshy {Hume). 

Length about 12 ; tail 4; wing 8 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape *9. 

Distribution. A migratory bird, breeding and passing the summer 
in Central Asia, and visiting the Punjab, Sind, the North-western 
Provinces, and Oudh in winter* It is the E.i8tern representative 
of C.cenas, the Stock-Pigeon or Stock- Dove of Europe, a much 
larger bird with a proportionally longer tail. 
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ffabits^ 4’c\ The Eastern Stock-Dove is tnefc with in India in 
considerable flocks, feeding in small parties in the fields by day, 
and roosting on trees at night. It arrives about November and 
leaves India in March. 

1296. Columba leuconota. The Wldu-helVml Fhjeon, 

Coluuiba leuconvjtn, VuforSy P. Z S. IB^il , ]). 28 ; Gouldj Cent. 
pi. 59; Blyth, J. A. iS. B. xiv, p. 894 ; id. Cat. p. 284; Adams, 
I\ Z. is. 1858, p. 407, 1859, p. 187 ; Jtvdun, B. I, iii, p. 471 ; 
Stoliczka, J. A. tS. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, p. GO ; Blanford, J. A. S. B. 
xli, pt. 2, p. 70; Elwes, P. Z. iS. 1873, p. 059 ; Hume. Sr Headers. 
Lah. to Turk. p. 274 ; Brookes, S. K iii, p. 250 ; Hume, Cat. 
no, 790; ScuUy, tS. F. viii, p. 340; Bidduli>h, Ibis, 1881, p. 92; 
SeuUu, ibid. p. 584 ; C. H. T. Marshall, Ibis, 1884, p. 421 ; Ska rue, 
Yarkand Mis.s., Ares, p. 110; Balvadori, Cat. B. M. xxi, p. 249. 

Snow pigeon ” of lliiiialavan travelltns ; Bvjul, Chainba ; Lho-peu- 
rintiep, Lepeha ; Bya-den, llhut. 

Coloration. Head all round very dark slaty grey ; neck all round 
white, passing into the light earthy brown of the upper back, 
smaller wing- coverts, scapulars, and tertiaries ; rest of outer 
surface of \^ing ashy grey, with three dark brown bands on the 
secondaries and their coverts ; quills brown at the ends ; lower 
back white ; rump, upper tail-coverts, and tail blackish brown, the 
tail with a broad whitish cross-band just beyond the u})per coverts 
on the jniddle rectrices, but nearer the ends in the outer leathers, 
subterminal and oblique in the outermost pair ; lower parts from 
the throat white, tinged with greyish lilac on the fianks, wing- 
lining, and lower abdomen ; under tail-coverts pale ashy. 

Bill and claws horny black ; irides yellow ; feet bright light red 
{Scully). 

Length about 13*5 ; tail 5; wing 9*5; tarsus 1-2; bill from 
gape 1. 

Distribution. Throughout the higher Himalayas from Gilgit to 
Bhiftan, at elevations of 10,000 to 14,000 feet iu summer, but 
descending to lower elevations in winter. To the north-east the 
range of this bird extends to Kansu. 

Habits, This Pigeon, in summer at all events, is usually to 
be seen in flocks about rocky hill-sides. I found it irregularly 
distributed in Upper Sikhim, common iu places, rare in others at 
the same elevation. I never heard its call, nor apparently has any 
ocher observer, and its nidification appears not to have been 
noticed, except that Lieut. Cordeaux says that he found it breeding 
amongst inaccessible crags in the Ai Nullah, Kashmir, in August. 

Genus DENDBOTEHBON, Hodgson, 1844. 

This genus was proposed for a peculiarly-coloured Himalayan 
Pigeon which appears to stand apart from all other Asiatic species. 
An African.form, D.urqmtria;^ is closely allied and congeneric, and 



bbnbuotreeon* 


33 


another well-known African bird, Colamha guinea, may perha4)8 
be referred to the same genus, though it difEers in some characters. 

The genus Dendrotreron has a longer tail, a shorter and more 
feathered tarsus, and broader soles than true Columha, and thus 
resembles the Tree-Pigeons. The plumage is very different from 
tlie latter ; there is no metallic gloss on any part of the plumage, 
the neck-feathers are acuminate, and the neck-patches and tail- 
bands of Pahimhus are wanting. 

The members of the present genus are not fruit-eaters like 
Alsocomus, but live on berries and seeds. The African bird makes 
a nest on trees in mountain ravines and is said to lay two eggs. 


1297. Dendrotreron hodgsoni. The Speckled Wood-Pigeon. 

Columba hoclgsonii, Vigors, P. Z. S. 1832, p. lb; Jilyth, J. A. S. />. 

xiv, p. 8(37 ; Saloadori, Cat. B. M. xxi, p. 274. 

(kdumba riiptileneis, Hodgson, J. A. S. B. v, p. 122 (1836). 
l)endr<>troron hodgsoni, Hodgs. in Gray's ZooL Misv. p. 85; llume^ 
N. B\ p. 497. 

Alsocomus hodgsoriii, Blyfh, Cat. p. 233; Irby, Ibis, 18(31, p. 233; 
Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 46-3; StoUezka, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, 
p. (35 ; Blanfordy J, A. S. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 70 ; Hume, Cat. no. 783 ; 
Scully, S. J\ viii, p. 339 ; Biddulph, Ibis, 1881, p. 91 ; Scully, ibid. 
p. 583 ; Oates in Humes N. ^ E. 2iid ed. ii, p. 34(3. 

Coloration. Male. Head and upper neck all round ashy grey ; 
feathers of lower neck lanceolate, the edges and tips grey, the 
basal and middle parts of each feather blackish ; the grey edges 
gradually disappearing and the colour of the feathers passing on 
the base of t he hind neck into the claret-red of the U])per back 
and of most of the smaller wing-coverts, the red passing again 
into dark grey on the middle and greater coverts, the middle 
coverts speckled witli white ; quills, primary-coverts, and scapulars 
dark brown ; rump and upper tail-coverts dark leaden grey ; tail 
blackish brown: on the low^er parts the grey of the neck is also 
gradually repbiced by claret, which appears first on the upper 
breast in the middle of each feather, then gradually overspreads 
the lower breast and part of the abdomen ; lower abdomen, lower 
tail-coverts, and wing-lining deep slaty grey. 

In the female the grey of the bead is brownish and the red of 
the back and breast much browner and duller. Size rather 
smaller. 

Bill purplish black; irid'S hoary; orbital space livid; legs and 
feet blackish green in front, yellow behind ; claws pale yellow 
{Jerdon). 

Length about 16 ; tail 6-76 ; wing 9-26 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from 
gape 1. 

Dutrihution. Throughout the Himalayas from Kashmir to 
Moupin in Eastern Tibet at considerable elevations, from 10,000 
to 1^000 feet in summer, but at a lower level (6000-9000) in 
winter. 
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Habits, ^e, A shy bird, usually seen in small flocks amongst the 
piu€v forests and feeing on berries. The nidification is unknown. 
According to Irby, some nest on inaccessible cliffs in Kumaun.' 

Genus PALUMBUS, Kaup, 1829. 

The Wood Pigeons differ from the Kock- Pigeons in shape, 
having longer necks and tails, the latter two-thirds the length of 
the wing or more, and projecting souie distance beyond the ends 
of the closed wings, w'hiLst the tarsus is partly feathered and 
proportionally shorter than in Columha. The wing is more 
rounded than in Columha, the Ist quill scarcely exceeding or not 
exceeding the 4th. There are no dark bars on the wdngs, but 
there is a pale band on the outer tail-feathers. 

Typical Ring-Doves or Wood-Pigeons are more or less migratory 
birds that keep in flocks and feed on grain, acorns, buds, &c. 
They always lav two eggs and make their nests on high trees. 
One species is Indian. 

1298. Palumbus casiotis. The Eastern Wood-Pvjeon, 
Iliny-Dove, or Cushat* 

l^alumbus torquatus, var., Blt/th, Cat. p. 233 ; Adams, P, Z. S. 1858, 

Palunibua casiotis, Bonap, Consp, Av. ii, p. 42 ; Jerdon, B. 1. iii, 
p. 4<34; Stoliczka, J, A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 00 ; Cock ^ Marsh. 
B. i, p. 358 ; Hume, N. ^ E. p. 497 j id. Cat. no. 784 ; Butter, 
S.F. viii, pp. 38(5, 500; ix, p. 2t)8 ; Ward!. Rams. Ibis, 1879, 
p. 448; Marshall, Ibis, 1H84, p. 421 ; Barnes, S. E. ix, pp. 218, 
457 ; Sivinhoe, ibid. p. 237 ; Oates in Humes N. ^ E. 2nd ed. ii, 
p. 34(5. 

Coluinba casiotis, Biddu/ph, Ibis, 1881, p. 91 ; SeuUy, ibid. p. 583; 
Swinhoe, Pm, 1882, p. 117 ; iit, John, Ibis, 1889, p. 173; Saevadon, 
Cat. B. M. xxi, p. 302. 

The Himalayan Cushat, Jerdon ; Hhanud, H. (Cbaraba). 

Coloration. Head and neck dark ashy grey : sides and back of 
lower neck glossed with metallic green, changing to purplish red, 
especially at the sides towards the shoulders ; a large buff spot on 
each side of the neck near the body ; back, scapulars, quills, and 
the wing-coverts near the back brownish grey; primaries with 
narrow white outer borders ; vvinglet and primary-coverts blackish ; 
a broad longitudinal w^hite band from the angle of the wdng over 
the outer secondary coverts ; lower back, rump, upper tail-coverts, 
and base of tail above dark ashy grey ; the tail beyond the upper 
coverts blackish ; beneath the t:ail is nearly black, wdth a broad 
whitish-grey band across the middle ; breast pale lilac or vinous 
grey, passiiig into ashy grey on the abdomen and lower tail- 
cover ta; wing-lining ashy. 

Bill orange at , the tip, whitish at the bftse,^ feet red (ferdon). 
Irides yellowish^ white (Biddulph). 
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Length about 17; tail 6-75; wing 10*25; tarsus 1*25; bill 
from gape 1*1. 

Distribution, This Wood-Pigeon replaces the European bird 
(P, torquatus), which only differs in having white instead of buff 
neck-spots, in Central Asia and North-western India. It breeds 
in the North-western Himalayas from the Afghan frontier to 
Kumaun and in the higher bills (wherever there are trees) of 
Afghanistan, Baluchistan, and Southern Persia, and it visits Kan- 
dahar, Quetta, the Punjab, and occasionally Sind in winter. 

Habits^ Wood-Pigeons are chiefly found about high trees, on 
which they perch at intervals and roost, but they feed on the 
ground on grain, seeds, acorns, young shoots, &c. They collect in 
large flocks and migrate extensively, and, in some countries, 
regularly. The call is of four syllables, low and moaning. This 
species breeds in May and June, and lays the usual two white 
eggs on a small loosely-constructed platform of small twigs in a 
bush or tree, often at no great height above the ground. Eggs 
measure about 1*6 by 1*1. 


Genus ALSOCOMBS, Tickell, 1842. 

There are several Indian non-migratoiy Pigeons that resemble 
Paluynhus in structure, but that have the habits of Carpophaya. 
They are forest-haunting, fruit-eating birds, and they lay a single 
egg in all eases in which the nidilication is known. Some have 
been referred to Palumbm, others to lanthoenas^ and one has 
generally in India been regarded as a Carpophaya^ though its 
structure is that of the Oolumbinm. All are distinguished by dark 
coloration and by the prevalence of changeable metallic gloss, 
usually green or amethystine, on a great part or the whole of the 
plumage. Although some differences of plumage exist and the 
group might be subdivided, there is suflicieiit agreement to justify 
the retention of the whole under Ticket Ts generic name Alsocomus, 
which would in this case comprise lanihotnas. Besides the species 
here enunjerated several Pigeons of the Malay Archipelago, Japan, 
and even of Oceania belong to this genus. 


Kty to the Species, 


a. A patch of black feathers with white tips 

at back of neck, 

a'. Lower parts grey 

b'. Lower parts lilac 

b. Glossy buff feathers, black at base, ex- 

tending round neck 

c. No patch of white- or buff-tipped feathers 

on neck. 

c'. Mantle chestnut 

(jT. Mantle blackish 


A. elphinstonii, p. HG, 
A. torrinytonine, p. 30. 

A. pulchricolliSj p, 37. 


A, pimiceusy p. 38. 

A, palumboideSf p. 39. 


B 


o 
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1299. Alsocomus elphinstonii. The Nilgiri Wood-Pigeon, 

I'tilinopus elphiri'toiiii, Sykes^ P, Z. S. 1832, p. 149; Jerdon^ Madr. 
Jour. L. S. xii, p. 11. 

C-olumba elphinstonii, Blythy J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 860; JerdoUy lU. 
Ind. Om. pi. 48 ; Saloadoriy Cat. B. M, xxi, p 304, 

Piilumbiie elphinstonei, Blyth^ Cat. p. 233 ; Jerdony B. I. iii, 
p. 465; J/tmiPy N. ^ PJ. \^. 498; Morgariy IbUy 1875, p. 323; 
P^airba??ky S. P\ iv, p. 262 ; v, p. 408 ; Bourdillony S. PZ iv, p. 404 ; 
Humey Cat. no, 780; Vidaly S. P\ ix, p. 74 ; Buttery ibid. p. 411); 
Damson, S. p\ x, p. 407 ; Macgregor, ibid. p. 440 ; Terry, ibid, 
p. 479 ; Barneny Birds Bom. p. 288 ; Oates in PhimJs N. ^ E. 
2nd ed. ii, p. 347. 

Coloration. Crown, sides of head and neck, and nape grey, with 
a slight metallic gloss ; a large patch on the hind neck of black 
feathers, with glossy edges and white tips : bat^k reddish brown, 
glossed with reddish lilac changing to metallic green ; wings 
blackish, most of the lesser and median coverts with brown edges ; 
rump and tail blackish brown, feathers of the former with glossy 
edges ; lower parts grey ; chin and throat whitish ; breast ashy 
with a slight gloss, the abdomen slightly tinged with lilac ; lower 
tail-coverts slaty ; wing-lining dark slaty 

Corneous part of bill and claws horny white ; fleshy part of bill, 
eyelids, legs, and feet pink ; irides pale yellowish red to red-brown 
(Davison), 

Length about 16*5; tail 6; wing ; tarsus 1; bill from 
gape 1*1. 

Distribution, The higher parts of the Western Ghats or Syhadri 
hill-ranges near the Malabar coast from ^lahableshwar to Cape 
Comorin, in forest. On the Nilgiris this Pigeon is only found 
above about 5000 feet in the sholas. 

Habits, This bird has very much the habits of Carpopliaga ; 
it keeps to the woods singly or in small parties and feeds on fruit, 
buds, and, according to Jerdon, snails. It occasionally descends 
to the ground outside the forest to feed. It breeds from March 
to July, builds the usual loose platform of sticks on large trees in 
dense forest, and lays one egg measuring about 1*5 by 1*1. 

1300. Alsocomus torringtoniss. The Ceylon Wood-Pigeon, 

Palumbus elphinstonei, var., Blyth, J. A. S. B. xx, p, 178 (1851). 

Palumbus torringtonii, Kelaarty Prodrom. Favn. Zeyl. pp. 107, 130 
(1852), descr. nulU; Bonap. Consp, Av, ii, p. 42 (1854); Blythy 
Ibis, 1867, p. 306 ; Hume, S, F, vii, p. 424 ; id. Cat. no. 786 bis ; 
Oates in Hurne^s H. ^ E. 2nd ed. ii, p. 348. 

Palumbus torringtoniae, Holdsworth, P, Z, B, 1872, p. 466; Legye, 
Birds Ceyl. p, 693,. pi. xxx. 

Columba torringtonifiB, Balvadori, Cat. B. M. xxi, p. 308. 

MUa-goya^ Cing. 

Coloraiian. Very similar to that of the last species^ but the 
crown and lower parts are more lilac and the brown of the mantle 
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iH wanting. The head and neck are greyish lilac with a lilac gloss, 
changing to green ; the large nuchal patch is black with white 
spots ; the base of the neck and upper back are richly glossed 
with reddish lilac ; the rest of the upper plumage, including the 
interscapuhiry region with the wings and tail, blackish brown with 
a slight gloss ; the rump more leaden grey ; low'er parts reddish 
grey ; chin whitish ; breast dark, glossed w'ith reddish lilac, 
abdomen paler, uuder tail-coverts darker, and wing-lining blackish 
brown. 

Basal half of bill plumbeous ; apical or corneous portion bluish ; 
irides pale red ; orbital skin pink ; tarsus red, paler behind; claws 
fleshy white 

Length about 14; tail 5*25; wdng7‘5; tarsus *95; bill from 
gape 1*1. 

Distribution, Peculiar to the hill forests of Ceylon. 

IJaUis^ This also is a fruit-eating bird rarely found away 
from forests. It has, according to Legge, a fine deep note, but not 
so .guttural as that of the Imperial Pigeon. It drinks in the 
morning about 9 a.m. It is said to breed both in spring and 
autumn, and to place its nest on high trees. 

1301. Alsocomus pulchricollis. The Ashy Wood-Fiyeon, ^ 

Ooluniba pulchricollis, Hodgs, in Graphs Z(fol, Misc, p. 86 (1844), 
descr. nulla; Bhjth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 866 (1845); Salvador 
Cat. B. M. xxi, p. 505 ; Stuart Bakei\ Ibis, 1896, p. 555. 

Paliimbus pulchricollis, Blythy Cat. p. 255 ; JerdoHyB. 1. iii, p. 465; 
Hume, Cat. no. 785, 

The Darjiling TVood-Pigeon, Jerdon ; Ka-o, Lepcha. 

Coloration. Head above and at the sides ashy grey with a slight 
gloss ; round the neck a conspicuous collar of feathers, black at 
the base, largely tipped with glossy buff, w hitish at the extreme 
end ; lower neck all round and upper back blackish, richly glossed 
with changeable metallic green and reddish lilac ; middle of back, 
wings, and tail blackish browm ; lower back and rump blackish 
leaden grey ; chin white, becoming buff on the throat and passing 
into the glossy collar ; breast dark slaty blue glossed with green 
and dull lilac, passing on the abdomen into the brownish buff of 
the vent and lower tail-coverts ; wung-lining blackish. 

Bill livid at the base, yellow at the tip ; irides yellow ; legs dull 
red, claws yellow. 

Length about 14 ; tail 5*25 ; wing 8*25 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from 
gape *95. 

Distribution. The Eastern Himalayas in ]N"epal and Sikhim at 
elevations from 7000 to 10,000 feet or higher, and at a lower 
elevation in the Cachar hills. The only other known locality is 
the island of Formosa. A rare bird. 

Habits, Tw o nests taken at Hungrum in Cachar on June 22rid 
by Mr. E. C* Stuart Baker were the usual rough platforms of 
sticks nearly 9 inches in diameter, sparsely lined with feathers— 
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a remarkable chai’acter. Each contained a single egg, one measuring 
1*55 by 1*15, the other 1*5 by 1*17. 


1302. Alsocomus ptmiceus. The Purple y^ood-Pigeon, 

Alsocoiiius pumcens, Ti'ckell, Bh/th, J. A. S. B. xi, p. 461 (1842); 
Uhjth^ Cat. p. 236; Layard^ A. M. N. Jl. (2) xiv, p. Jerdun^ 
B, /. iii, p. 462 ; Beaimn, Ibis^ 1868, p. 378 ; Ball, S. F. ii, p. 424 ; 
vii, p. 224 ; Oudw.-AmL J, A. S. B. xliii, pt. 2, p. 171 ; Blyth 
Wald, Birds Barm, p. 145 ; Armsirimy, K F. iv, p. 8^17 ; IFurdl. 
Bams, Pm, 1877, p. 467 : Hume J)ac. S, F, vi, p. 418 ; Hume, 
CW. no. 782 ; Oates, 8, F, \\\\, p. 167; Bmyham, ibid, p. 166; 
Legge, Birds Ceyl p. 696 ; Hume Inglh, 8, F, ix, p. 258 ; Oates, 
B. B, ii, p. 289 ; id, in Huyne's N. & E. 2nd ed. ii, p. 346 ; Hume, 
^ ‘V. F, XI, p. 296. 

(.'oluniba punicea, Blyth, J, A. 8. B, xiv, pp. 807, 878 ; 8idvadori, 
Cat, B, M. xxi, p. 306. 



Fig. 7.— -Head of A, ptmiceus. f . 


Coloration. Mah. Lores, forehead, crown, and nape greyish 
white; neck, cheeks, and throat dull chestnut: upper and lower 
back, wing-coverts, tertia-ries, and scapulars rich chestnut • rump 
and upper tail-coverts dark slaty grey; quills and tail-feathers 
blackish brown, some of the quills grey on the outer webs ; lower 
parts, including under wing-coverts, vinous ebestniit ; under tail- 
coverts dark slaty grey ; the whole plumage with a changeable 
inetalhe gloss, green and amethyst, which is peculiarly strong on 
the bind neck and upper back, and on tbe edges of the back and 
rump-feathers and of the upper wing-coverts. 

Female rather smaller and duller in plumage, the head above 
browner grey with a lilac gloss. 

Horny portion of bill bluish white ; rest of bill and gape lake- 
pink; irides orange: eyelids bright red; orbital skin purplish 
pink ; legs and feet pale purplish or lake-pink (liaviton). Claws 
pale yellow {Jerdon). 

about 16; tail 6-5; wing 9; tarsus -9; hill from gape 
1*05, Tenasserim birds are slightly emaUer, wing 8‘5. 

IFttfilnitm. Sparingly distributed throughout Buma and Ihe 
adjotpi^ countries from Assam and Cach^ to Cochin China and 
the Malay peninsula, but not in the Himala^'as, though this Pigeon 
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is found in South-eastern Bengal, in Manbhum and Singhbhura, 
and as far west as Sirguja. A specimen appears to have been 
obtained by Layard in Ceylon, but it was probably an accidental 
straggler, as the 8j)ecies is iinknown in Southern India. 

A fruit-eating Pigeon, generally seen singly or in 
small parties of not more than rive or six in forest, especially on 
the banks of streams or in groves of trees in well- wooded cultivated 
country. The call, according to Bingham, is not unlike that of 
Carpophaga but not half so loud. Oates found a nest of a 

few twigs on a bamboo, 10 feet from the ground, and containing a 
single fresh egg, on July 27th. The male bird was sitting and the 
egg measured 1*47 by 1*15. 

1303, Alsocomns palumboides. The Andaman Wood-Pigeon. 

Carpophaga palumboides, Ilume^ S, F. i, p. 302; ii, pp. 263, 498; 

iii, p. 327 ; iv, p, 292 ; id. Cat. no. 781 quat. 
lanthcenas palumboides, Walden^ Ihis^ 1873, p. 315, pi. xiii. 
lanthcenas nicobarica, Walden^ A. M. N. H. (4) xiv, p. 157. 
(!!oliimba palumboides, Salvadori^ Cat. B. M. xxi, p. 308. 

Coloration. Male. Head and neck all round whitish gix)y, with 
slight metallic gloss, the neck rather darker and the lower hind 
neck with a metallic emerald-green gloss, remainder of upper parts 
blackish; quills blackish brown; rump and upper tail-coverts dark 
slaty grey ; borders of feathers on back, wing-coverts, rump, and 
upper tail-coverts with an amethystine gloss, changing to green ; 
lower parts from neck slaty grey, with slight metallic greenish and 
purplish gloss ; wing-lining dark slaty. 

In female the head and neck are slightly darker grey than in 
the male. In the young {lanthoenas nicobarica) the head and neck 
are still darker and brownish, and the colour throughout duller. 

Bill pale whitish yellow, basal portion lake-red ; irides orange, 
externally light red ; naked orbital region pinkish lake ; legs and 
feet red, paler behind ; soles whitish ; claws white. 

Length about 16; tail 6*5; wing 9*5; tarsus 1*1; bill from 
gape 1*5. 

DUtribation. The Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

BabiU, This is also a fruit-eating species, so closely re- 
sembling Carpophaga in appearance and habits that it was referred 
to that genus by Hume. It is found singly or in small parties on 
the Andamans and Nicobars, keeping much to high trees; it has 
a loud, deep note. 


Genus TURTUE, Selby, 1835. 

Head small ; bill slender, the horny apex of the upper mandible 
much shorter than the soft basal portion. Wing long, pointed, 
2nd or ^rd quill longest. Tail rather long, but not exceeding the 
wing in length, rounded or somewhat gr^uated. Tarsus longer 
than middle toe ; foot formed for walking, soles of toes narrow. 
Sexes similar. . 
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The true Doves are represented by seven species in British India, 
and some of these are amongst the commonest and best-known 
birds of the country. They have the flight of Pigeons, but are 
less gregarious, and they feed on the ground almost entirely on 
grain and other seeds. As a rule they are chiefly found in open 
and cultivated country. They breed on low trees* and bushes and 
make a sliglit nest of the usual type, consisting of thin twigs or 
grass, arranged in a kind of platform, so loose and disconnected 
that the eggs can generally be seen i'rom below. The eggs are 
always two in number, white and glossy. 

This genus contains nearly 30 species spread over Europe, Asia, 
and Africa. 



Ilg;. 8. — Sole of foot of mrafefwis. 


Key to the Species, 
a. A patch of black feathers with white or grey 


^ tips on each side of the neck. 

Tip to black neck-patch grey, 
o". No white on abdomen ; under tail-coverts 

and tips of tail-feathers slaty grey . . T, ormitallsj p. 40. 

V'. Middle of abdomen, under tail-coverts, 

and tips of tail-feathers white or whit bh. T. ferrayo, A \. 
h' . Ti]>9 to black neck-patch white T, communis, p. 412. 

/». A collar of black feathers, each ending in two 
w hite spots, round hack of neck. 

c'. Back distinctly spotted with rufous T. mratensis, p. 4**i. 

d'. Back indistinctly or not spotted T. tiyrinus, p. 44. 

A collar of black feathers with ferruginous 

tips round front of neck T. camhayensis, p. 4*'i. 

A black collar without white tips round back 
of neck T. risorhis^ p. 4(1. 


1304. Tnrtur orien tails. The linfous Turtle-Dove, 

Dolumba orientalis, Lath. Ind. Orn. ii, p. (lOO (1790). 

Columba rupicola, Pall. Zooyr. Ilosso-Asiat. i, p. 506 (1811). 
Columba meena, Sykes, P. Z. S. 1832, p, 149. 

Columba agricola, Tickell, J, A.S.B, ii, p. 581 (1833). 

Columba gelastis, Temm. PI. Col. pi. 550 (1835). 

Turtiir meena, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 875 ; Jerdon, B. I. iii, 
p. 476; Beavan, Ibis, 1868, p. 375; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. 
xxxix, pt. 2, p. 272; xlv, pt. 2, p. 83 j Hume, Ibis, 1870, p. 438 ; 
id. lah. to TarLp. 277 ; id. N, $ E. p. 601 ; id, S. F. iii, p. 163 ; 
Bli th 4* Wald. Birds Bunn. p. 146 ; Fairbank, S, F, iv, p. 262 ; 
Anders. Yunnan E3:ped., Aves, p, 665; Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi, 
p. A20; Davids. ^ Wend. S. F. vii, p. 86; Ball, ^d, p. 224; 
Cripps, ibid, p. 296; Hnme, Cat, no. 793 ; Vidal, S. F, ix, p. 74 ; 
Butler, ibid, p. 420 ; Oates, B, B, ii, p. 292 ; Sxoinh, 4* Bames, 
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188/5, p. 130 ; Bames, Birds Bmn. p. 290 ; Hume, S. F. xi, 
p. 298 ; Oates in Hume's N. F. 2n(l e t. li, p. 330. 

Turtur orientalis, Blyth, Cat. p. 236; Anders, l unnun E.vped.j Aves, 
p. 606 j Scully^ S. JB. viii, p, 340 : Wardl. Rams. Ibis, 1880, p. 69 ; 
Salmdori, Cat. B. M. xxi, p. 403. 

Kala fakhta^ Basko fakhta, II. ; Satn yhuyu^ Beng. ; Yedru poda guwuy 
Tel. 

Coloration, Head, neck, and back brown, more or less suffused 
with vinous, the edges of the feathers sometimes rufous, the crown 
and forehead often tinged with bluish grey : on each side of the 
neck a patch of black feathers tipped with bluish grey; lesser 
and median coverts, scapulars, and tertiaries blackish with broad 
ferruginous borders ; primary and larger coverts brown, tinged 
with grey ; quills brown, with linear pale outer edges ; lower back 
and rump slaty grey ; upper tail-coverts brown ; tail-feathers 
blackish brown, all except the median pair tipped with slaty grey, 
the border of the outer web on the outermost pair also grey ; 
lower parts vinous, chin and middle of throat paler ; vent, under 
tail-coverts, and wing-lining dark slaty grey. 

Young birds want the neck-patch ; they are browner and less 
rufous than adults, and have pale borders to the feathers of the 
back, u'ing-coverts, and breast. 

Bill brown, with a tinge of vinous on the basal half; irides 
orange; eyelids pale blue; edges of eyelids red ; legs vinous red ; 
claws black (Oates), 

Length about 13 ; tail 5 ; wing 7 ; tarsus *85 ; bill from gape 1 . 

Distribution, A resident species, ranging from the Eastern 
Himalayas, throughout Assam and Burma, to Northern Tenasserim ; 
found also in Bengal, Chutia Nagpur, Central India, and the 
Deccan north of about IS"" N. lat., but not in the Himalayas west 
of Nepal, the N.W. Provinces, nor Haiputana. except as an 
occasional straggler. To the north-eastward this Dove ranges to 
Manchuria, Corea, and Jaj)an. 

Habits, 4'’c, Although it moves about to some extent, this is not 
a truly migratory bird like the next two species. It is more often 
seen in flocks than Indian doves generally are, but it is on the 
whole nor a common bird. It has a very deep, thrice-repeated 
note. Hume thinks that the breeding-season is from December 
to April ; the eggs are of course two in number, white, glossy, and 
oval. 


1305. Turtur ferrago. The Indian Turtle-Dove, 

Columba ferrago, Eversm, Add. Pall. Zooyr, Ross.-Asiat. fasc. iii, 
p. 17 (1842). 

Columba pulchvara, Hodys. in Gray^s ZooL Misc. p. 85 (1844), descr. 
nulla. 

Turtur rupicolus, apvd Jerdon, B, I, iii, p. 476 ; Blyth, Ibis, 1867, 
p. 149 ; StoUczka, J, A, S. B, xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 06; Beavan, Ibis, 
1868, p. 374; Hume, Ibis, 1870, p, 438 ; Cock ^ Marsh. S. F, i, 
p. 358 ; Adam, ibid, p. 390 ; Fairhank, S, F, iv, p. 262 ; C. H. T, 
Marshidly Ibis, 1884, p. 421; nec Columba rupicola, PoM, 
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Turtiir vitticollis, aptid Hume Henders. Lah. to Yark. p. 274, nec 
Hodps. 

Tiirtuv pulchrata, Hume, N. <5* Yl. p. 500; Butler, S. F. iv, p. 3 ; 
Hume, Cat. no. 702; Lepgo, Birds Cegl, p. 711 ; Butler, S. F. ix, 
p. 420; JReid, S. F. x, p. 60; Davidson, ibid, p. 315 ; Davison, 
ibid. p. 407 ; Barries, Birds Bom. p. 290 ; Davidson, Jour. Bom. 
N. H. Soc. V, p. 330, 

Tartar ferrago, Wardl. Rams, Ibis, 1880, p. 68; Scut ly, Ibis, 
p. /)84 ; Biddutjdi, Ibis, 1882, p. 286; Salvadori, Cat. B. M. xxi, 
p. 401. 

Tartar pulchrala (Hodys.), Oates in Humes N. E. 2nd ed. ii, 
p. 349. 

The Ashy Turtle-Dove, Jerdon ; Koin, Charaba ; Hulayud, Mahr. 

Coloration similar to that of T. orientalis, except that the middle 
of the abdomen is whitish and the vent, lower tail-coverts, tips of 
the tail-feathers, and outer webs of the outermost rectrices are 
white or very pale grey. The general coloration, as a rule, is slightly 
less rufous and the head greyer. The tips of the feathers of the 
neck -patches are grey, as in T, orientalis. 

Bill blackish : legs dull purple-lake {Jerdon). Irides light orange 
{Barnes). 

T,^ngth 13; tail 5*25 ; wing 7*25; tarsus *85; bill from gape 1. 

Dutrihution. This Dove breeds in the Himalayas from Afghanistan 
to 8ikhim, and also tlirotighout a large area in Ceritral Asia, in- 
cluding Turkestan and South-western Siberia ; it visits Novtht^rn 
India in the winter, avoiding the desert tracts, and is found as far 
south as the Deccan ; whilst rare stragglers have been obtained by 
Davidson in the Wynaad and by one or two observers in Ceylon. 
Some skins from Nepal and occasionally from the plains of India 
are intermediate between this and T. orientnlu ; but generally the 
two forms are easily distinguished, though closely allied. 

Habits, 4'c. Very similar to those of the last species, except that 
this is a distinctly migratory bird and is less social, though some- 
times seen in flocks. It breeds at elevations of 4000-8900 feet in 
the Himalayas from May to August, and lays the usual two oval, 
white, glossy eggs, measuring about 1*22 by *93, on a small plat- 
form of twigs on a tree. Davidson found a nest that he believed 
to belong to this species in the Satpuras, north of Khandesh, in 
March. 


1306. Turtur communis. The Turtle-Dove. 

Columba turtur, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 284 (1766). 

Turtur communis, Selby, Nat. Libr., Omiih, v, pp. 153, 171 (1835), 
descr. nulla ; St. John, Ibis, 1889, p. 174. 

Turtur auritus, Ray, G. R. Gray, List Gen. B. p, 58 (1840) ; Hume Sf 
Henders. Lah. to Yark. p. 278; Scully, S. F. iv, p. 177; Biddtdph, 
Ibis, 1881, p. 92 ; Scully, ibid. p. 585 ; Swinhoe, Ibis, 1^2^ p. 117. 
Turtur turtur, Salvadori, Cat. B. M. xxi, p. 396, 

Coloration. Head and neck bluish grey above, and the tips of 
the black f^mthers forming the neck-patches white instead of grey; 
breast ratber than vinous ; abdomen white, the flanks ashy; 
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whole outer weKs of outermost pair of tail-feathers pure white 
like the tips ; lower tail-coverts also pure white. In other respects 
this species is identical with T. ferrago in colouring, but it is 
consiclerabl}" smaller. 

Bill greyish black ; orbital skin purple ; iricles orange-yellow’ ; 
legs and feet purplish red ; claws black {Scullff). 

Length about 11; tail 4*5; wing 0*5; tarsus *85; bill from 
gape *85. 

Distribution, Migratory in the AVestern Palscarctic region, visiting 
Northern Africa, Southern Persia, &e., in winter. This Dove 
ranges to the eastw^ard as far as Yarkand and Kashghar. A few 
stragglers have been obtained at Griigit and at Quetta, at both 
places in summer. 

1307. Turtur suratensis. The Spotted Dove. (Fig. 1, p. 1.) 

Columba suratensis, Gnt. Syst. Nat. i, p. 778 (1788). 

Tartar vitticollis, liodys. in Oray\s Zool. Misc. p. 85 (1844), descr. 
nalla. 

Tartar saratensis, Blyfh, Cat p. 23(4; Jerdon^ li. I. iii, p. 479; 
lieavan^ Ibis, ]8()8, p. 370: Sfoliczka^ J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, 
p. 07 ; (rodin.-Aasi. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 112 ; Hume, S. B. 
1, p. 218; Adam, ibid. p. 390; Hume, N. ^ E. p. 504; Butler ^ 
Hume, K F, iv. p. 3; v, p. 231; Fairbank, S. F. iv, p. 2()L^ ; 
V, ]). 409; Hume Board, S. F. vli, p. 39; Davids, JVend. ibid. 
p. 8(5 ; Ball, ibid. p. 224 ; Cripps, ibid. p. 297 ; Hume, Cat. no. 795 ; 
Scully, S. F. viii, p. 341 ; J'idal, S. F. ix, p. 75 ; Butler, ibid. 
p. 420; Leyye, Birds Ceyl. p. 705; Biddulph, Ilns, 1881, p. 92; 
1882, p. 280); Scully^ Ibis, 1881, p, 585 ; Beid, S. F. x, p. (50; 
Davison, ibid. p. 408; Ba7'nes, Birds Bom. p. 291; Hume, S. F. 
xi, p. 298; Oates in Hume's N. Hf F. 2nd ed. ii, p. 353; Sharpe, 
Farkand Miss., Aves, p. 119; Saivadoi'i, Cat. B. M. xxi, p. 444. 

Chitroka fakhta, Perki, Chifia, Kanyskiri, Panduk, H. ; Chaval yhuyu, 
Telia yhugu, Beng, ; Kawadd, Mahr. ; Bode, Goiid; Poda-hella-yuwa , 
Tel.; Puli-pora, Tam.; ManPpraa, Tani. (Ceylon); Kohcya, AUu- 
kobeya, Cing. ; Ku-po-hu, Atisame.se. 

Coloration. Head above and at sides and nape vinous grey ; fore- 
head and around eye generally greyer ; a black spot in front of 
each eye ; back and sides of neck black, each feather bifurcate at 
the tip and terminating in two white spots ; upper back brown, 
each feather with two rufous terminal spots, the spots gradually 
fading out on the lower back and rump, becoming much larger on 
the scapulars and wing-coverts, in which the rufous end of each 
feather is divided into tw*o by a blackish shaft-stripe, broadest at 
the end ; primary and greater secondary wing-coverts ashy; quills 
brown ; the four middle tail-feathers brown, the next pair black 
with grey tips, the others with the bas^.! half black, terminal half 
w’hitish or white; lower surface vinous, w’hitish on the throat, 
vent, and lower tail-coverts ; w*ing-lining grey near the edge, 
further in and axillaries blackish. 

Young birds are duller and browner, and want the black white- 
tipped feathers of the neck, w’hilst the rufpus spots on the back 
and wing-coverts are indistinct. 
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Bill dull leaden-black ; irides dark hazel, surrounded by a reddish 
sclerotic ; legs dark purplish red {Jenlon) : orbital skin red {Legt/e). 

Length about 12 ; tail 5-5 ; wing o o ; tarsus *85 ; bill from 
gape *85, Females are a little less, and Ceylon birds are slightly 
smaller than North Indian. 

Distribution. Throughout the whole of India and Ceylon; most 
common in vv el l-wooded countries, rare in drier regions, and wanting 
in desert tmcts. This Dove is found througliout the Himalayas 
up to 7t)G0 feet and in Gilgit and Ladak (the statement in the 
British Museum Catalogue that it inhabits Yarkand is a mistake). 
To the eastward it is found in Assam, Cachar, and Manipur, but 
is re|)laced in Burma by T, tigrinus. 

Hubits^ a common familiar bird, comhig frequently into 
gardens about houses and having a plaintive, trisyllabic call. It 
breeds almost throughout the year, having two or more broods; 
but in Northern India the principal season for laying eggs is from 
October to May. The nest is the usual slight structure placed 
on a bush or low tree, and the tw*o white glossy eggs measiue 
about i*06 by *82. 

1308. Turtur tigrinus. T/ie Malag Spotted Dove. 

Columba tigrina, Temm. Pigeons^ i, pi. 43 (1808 -11). 

Turtur suratensis, a 2 )ud Bfgthj Vat. p. 230, part. 

Turtur tigrinus, liigthy J. A. S. B. xxiv, p. 480 ; id. Ibis^ 1867, 
p. 1/30; Ballj S. P. i, p. 80; JlumCf A. ^ E. p. 500; id. S. A. ii, 
p. 200; Blyth Wald. Birds Bvnn. p. 145; Hume, S. F. iii, 
p, 164 ; Armstrong, S. F. iv, p. 337 ; Hume Dar. S. F, vi, p. 422 ; 
Anderson, Yunnan Ejged., Aves, p. 665 ; Hume, Cat. no. 795 bis ; 
Hume Inglis, S. F. ix, p. 258 : Oates, B. B. ii, p. 200 ; id. in 
Humds N. E. 2nd ed, ii, p. 356 ; Salvadori, Cat. B. M. xxi, 
p. 440. 

Gyo, Burmese. 

Coloratio7i similar to that of T. su7‘atensu, except that there are 
no distinct rufous spots on the back, whilst those on the wing- 
coverts are much smaller and less distinct, and the shaft-stripes are 
not so well marked, the white tips to the tail-feathers also are much 
shorter. The diti'erence is not great, and T. suratensu in worn 
plumage closely resembles T. tigrinus w'hen fresby moulted ; in fact 
these are merely loc*al races. 

Bill bluish black ; eyelids and skin of face plumbeous ; irides 
reddish ; legs deep red ; claws dark horn {Oates). 

Length about 12; tail 5*5; wing 5*5; tarsus *9; bill from 
gape *9. 

Distribution. Throughout Burma, extending east to Cochin China 
and south through the Malay Peninsula and Archipelago as far as 
Celebes. Birds from Upper Burma are sometimes intermediate 
between this race and T. suratensis. 

Habits, ^c. Similar to those of T. suratensis. The breeding- 
season extends throughout the year, but is especially from August 
to March. 



TURTUR, 


45 


1309. Tartur cambayensis. The Little Brown Dove. 

Columba cambayensis, Gm. Sysf. Nat. i, p. 779 (1788). 

Tartar senepralensia, npud Bhjth^ Cat. p. 237 ; iJavids, Wend. S. F. 
vii, p. 86; Hume. Cat. no. 794; Vidal, S. F. ix, p. 74 ; Barnea, 
ibid. pp. 219, 458; Butler, ibid. p. 420; Heid, S. F. x, p. 60 ; 
Davidson, ibid. ]). 31 *5 ; Damson, ibid. p. 408 ; Barnes, Birds Bom, 
p. 291 ; Oates in Hume's N. Sf E. 2nd ed. ii, p. 351 ; Sharpe, 
Yarkand Miss., Ares, p. 118 (uee Brisson). 

Tartar Ciimbayeiisia, Jerdon, B. 1, iii, p. 478; Stnlirzka, J. A. 
S. H. XXXV ii, pt. 2, p. (»6 ; xli, pt. 2, p. 248; Hume, S. F. i, 
p. 218; Adam, ibid. p. 390; Butler, S. F. iv, p. 3 ; Fairhank, 
S. F. iv, p. 262 ; v, ]). 408 ; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 224 ; Biddulph, Ibis, 
1881, p. 92 ; 1882, ]). 286; Scully, Ibis, 1881, p. 585 ; C. Sioinhoe, 
Ibis, 1882, p. 117; St.John, Ibis, 1889, p. 174; Salvadori, Cat, 
B. M. xxi, p. 451 . 

Vhota fakhta, Ferki, Tortru fakhtn,Vanduk,H.- J/o/fl', Mahr. ; Chitti 
India yuwa, Sowata gwwa, Tel. ; Touta-pora, Tarn. 

Coloration. Head, neck, and breast lilac, tinged with vinous, 
paler on the sides of the head ; chin whitish ; on the sides and 
front of the lower neck is a gorget of black feathers, bifid at the 
end and broadly tipped with ferruginous ; back, wing-coverts near 
the back, tertiaries, sca{)ulars, rump, upper tail-coverts, and middle 
tail-feathers light earthy brown ; distal wing-coverts ashy: winglet 
and greater primary-coverts blackish brown ; quills dark brown ; 
outer tail-feathers with basal half blackish, terminal half white, 
outer margin of outermost pair white throughout, the two pairs 
next to the middle pair chiefly grey above ; the vinous breast passes 
into w^hite on the abdomen ; lower tail-coverts white ; wing-lining 
and flanks dark ashy grey. 

Bill blackish ; irides dark brown, with a whitish inner circle ; 
legs lake-red (Jerdon). 

Length about 10*5; tail 4*75; wing 5 ; tarsus *85; bill from 
gape *75. 

This Dove has been regarded as identi(‘al with the African 
T. senegalemis, which, however, is quite distinct and has the upper 
surface rufous. 

Bistrihution. Throughout almost the whole peninsula of India 
from the base of the Himalayas, rare on the Malabar coast, and 
unknown in Ceylon, also wanting in Lower Bengal and to the 
eastward. This Dove is found in iCorth- western India and the 
AVestern Himalayas, in Sind, the Punjab, Kashmir, Turkestan, 
Afghanistan and Baluchistan, and in Anibia. 

Habits, This and the next species are the most familiar of all 
Indian doves, and are commonly found about houses ; they are 
also abundant in bush-jungle, and are two of the commonest birds 
everywhere. The call of T, camhayentsis is “ low, subdued, and 
musical, a dissyllabic sound, repeated four or five times successively^’ 
(Blyth). The present species breeds throughout the year and has 
several broods yearly ; the nest, a slight one, is placed indifferently 
0n shrubs or low trees or in buildings, or occasionally on the 
ground. The n^ hite glossy eggs itieasure about 1 by *85. 
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1310. Tartxir risorius. Indian Ring-Dove. 

Oolumba risoria, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. (1706), partim. 

Turlur dovil*aca, Ilodgs. in Gray^s Zool. Mine. p. 8o (1844), descr. 

nulla; Salmdort, Cat. B. M. xxi, p. 430. 

Turtiir risorius, Jihith^ Cat. p. 235; id. J. A. S. B. xxiv, p. 261; 
Jerdon, B. 1. iii, p. 481 ; Blyth^ Ibis, 1867, p. 151 ; Stoliezka, 
J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 67 ; xli, pt. 2, p. 248; (iodw.-Anst. 
J, A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 272; Hume, 8. F. i, p. 218; Adam, 
ibid. p. 390; Hnme, N. F- p- 606 ; id. 8. F. iii, p. 165 ; Walden 
in Blythh Birds Bumi. p. 146; Butler, 8. F. iv, p. 3; vii, p. 171 ; 
ix. p. 420; Fairhanh, 8. F. iv, p. 262; v, p. 409; Ball, 8. F. vii, 
J), 224 ; Cripys, ibid. p. 297 ; Anders. Yunnan Kxped., Ares, p. 660: 
Ilunie, Cat. no. 796; Vidal, 8. F. viii, p. 173; ix, p. 75; 8cully, 
8. F. viii, p. 342 ; Leg ye, Birds Ceyl. p. 702 ; Barnes, 8. F. ix, 
p. 458; Reid, 8. F. x, p. 00; Harison, ibid. p.408; 8wiHhoe, Ibis, 
1882, p 118 ; Oates, B. B. ii. p. 293 ; id. in Humds N. F. 2nd cd. 
ii, p. 357 ; C.H. T. l^larsh. Ibis, 1884, p. 421 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. 
p. 291 ; Ifnme, 8. F. p. 299; 8t. John, Ibis, 1889, p. 174, 
Turtur stoliczka\ Hume, 8. F. ii, p. 519 (1874). 

The Common Bing-I>ove,^Qri\on: l)horfakhta,Perki, Payiduk, Gugi, IT.; 
Kalhak, Kahalaki, Payikghiigu, ; Pit ha Ilola, Malir. ; Pedda-bella 

g^iwa, Tel. ; Cally-prdd, Tain. (Ceylou). 

Coloration. Head and neck grey, tinged with lilac, paler on the 
forehead and sides of head, and whitish on the cJiin ; a black 
collar, narrowly bordered above and still more narrowly below with 
white, round the hind neck ; upper parts thence to the tail and 
middle tail-feathers light brown, passing into ashy grey on the 
outer wing-coverts, greater secondary coverts, and secondaries ; 
primary-quills dark brown ; outermost tail-feathers with the basal 
half grey above, black beneath, the black running some distance 
down the outer web, terminal half or rather less and narrow extreme 
outer edge throughout white; other tail-feathers, except median 
pair, white at the ends, beneath partly white, partly greyish brown 
above ; breast pale lilac, passing into ashy grey on the abdomen and 
flanks and slaty grey on the lower tail-coverts ; wing-lining white, 
grey near the edge of the wing. 

Bill black ; irides crimson ; orbit-il skin whitish ; feet dark pink- 
red {Jerdoyi) ; claws horn- colour {Oates). 

Length about 12*5; tail 5; wing 0*7o ; tarsus -9; bill from 
gape *9. 

Distribution. Throughout India and Ceylon, in open and culti- 
vated tracts and even in dry parts of tlm country, but not in 
forest ; rare on the Malabar coastlaud. This Dove occurs, but is 
not common, in Assam, Cachar, Upper Burnm, and Pegu, but not 
in Tenasserim. It is found in the open Western Himalayas, but 
not in the forest-clad ranges of Sikhim. It has been met with in 
China and throughout Central and South-western Asia, and as far 
west as Turkey in Europe. 

Habits, As Jerdon observes, this Dove chiefly frequents 
hedges and trees about cultivation and also low bush- or reed- 
jungle. It is very common in many parts of the country, and is 
almost or quite as familiar as T. camhayensu. The voice is rather 
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deep ; the call trisyllabic. The breeding-season lasts throughout 
the year ; the nest, of the usual type, is generally in a bush or tree, 
often a thorny one, and not far from the ground, and the eggs 
measure about 1*16 by 1*92. 

Salvador!, following Schlegel, has adopted the name of T, douraca^ 
Hodgson, for this Hove; but Hodgson’s term was published with- 
out any figure or description, and Lord Walden has shown that 
Liimmus’s name risorius does apply to the present species. 


Genus (ENOPOPELIA, nov. 

The little ruddy liing-Hove is distinguished from all other 
species by its long wing, with the first primary nearly or quite 
equal to the second, and by having the sexes dissimilar in plumage. 
Two species are generally attributed to this group, but I cannot 
see that they are sufficiently distinct to deserve separation. 

1311. (Enopopelia tranquebarica. Tile Bed Turtle-Dove, 

Columba tranquebarica, Ilerm. Obs, ZooL p. 200 (1804). 

(.^olumba hiimilis, Temm. PI. Col. pi. 259 (1824). 

Turtur iuimilis, Blyth, Cat. p. 231) ; id. J. A. S. B. xxiv, p. 201 ; 
Lnt/ardf A. M. N. H. (2) xiv, p. t)0 ; Jerdon, B. 1. iii,p. 482; 
Blyth, Ibisj 1867, p. 151 ; Stoliezka, J. A. B. B. xxwii, pt. 2, 
p. (>7; xli, pt. 2, p. 249; Ilume^ Ibis^ 1869, p. 19; Ball, J. A. 
S. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 287; Hume, B. F. i, p. 218; Adam, ibid. 
p, ; Hume, S. F. ii, ]>. 269 ; id. N. E. p. 507 ; Godw.-Aud. 
J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. 2, p. 172 ; Butler, S. F. iv, p. 3; F'airhunk, 
ibid. p. 262 : Hume, ibid. p. 292 ; Armstrony Hume, ibid. p. 338 ; 
Hume Dav. S. F\ vi, p. 423; Hume, Cat. no. 797 bia ; Hume vij* 
luyliti, S. F. ix, }). 258 ; Oatee, B. B. ii, ]). 294 ; Biddulph, Ibis, 
1882, p. 286 ; C. H. T. Marshall, Ibis, 1884, p. 421 ; Hume, S. F. 
xi, p. 290; Salvadori, Cat. B, M. xxi, p. 434. 

Turtur tranquebaricus, Walden, Trans. Zool. Soc. ix, p. 219 ; 
Blyth, Birds Bunn. p. 145; Hume, B. F\ iv, p. 292; Davids. 
Wend. B. F'. vii, p. 86; Butler, ibid. p. 186; Ball, ibid, ; 
Cripps, ibid. p. 297 ; Hume, Cat. no. 797 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 342 ; 
Doiy, ibid. p. 371 ; Leyye, Birds Ceyl. p. 708; Vidal, S. F. ix, 
p. 75; Butler, ibid. p. 421; Reid, S. F, x, p. 61; Bames, Birds 
Bom. p. 292 ; id. Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. i, p. 55 ; v, p. 332 ; Oates in 
Hume's N. S' E. 2nd ed ii, p. 359 ; iSalvadori, Cat. B. M. xxi, p. 437. 

Turtur liumilior, Hume, P. A, S. B, 1874, p. 241 ; id. S. F. iii,p. 279; 
iv, p. 292. 

Seroti fakhta, Ghirivi fakhta, Biki, H. ; Golahi yhugu, Ithuiya 
yhugu, Tuma khuri, Beug. ; Rah-guwa, Peri-aripu guwa, Tel. 

Coloration,. Male. Head and nape dark ashy grey ; a black 
collar round the hind neck ; below this collar the back, scapulars, 
tertiaries, and wing-coverts are Aunous red, more or less tinged 
with ferruginous ; ])rimary -coverts and quills dark brown ; rump 
and upper tail-coverts dark slaty grey ; middle tail-feathers brown, 
often washed with grey, next two pairs dark grey at base, paler at 
the ends, the three outer pairs with the larger basal half blackish 
above, black below, the smaller terminal half and whole outer web 
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of outerniost pair white ; lower parts vinous red, whitish on chin 
and vent ; under tail-coverts white ; flanks and under wing-coverts 
grey. 

Females are brown above, greyish on head, rump, flanks, and 
edge of wing; breast light brown, sometimes with a vinous tinge ; 
a black nuchal collar and the tail as in males. 

Young birds are pale brown almost throughout, and have no collar; 
the feathers of the back and wings are pale-edged. 

Bill black ; iridesdark brown; eyelids plumbeous ; legs vinaceous 
browm ; elaw^s black ; tlie ioints of the scales on the legs w^bite 
( Oates), 

Length about 9 ; tail 4 ; wdng 5*o ; tarsus *75 ; bill from 
gape *7o. 

The Indian form (E. trancfueharica has of late years generally 
been regarded as sj^eciticallv distinct from the Burmese and Chinese 
bird QJ. hmnilu', on account of the coloration of the latter being 
deeper and the wing-lining dark grey instead of pale. Salvadori, 
how^ever, has shown that the coloration of the upper parts is not 
constantly different, and although Burmese birds have very dark 
wing-linings, there is little if any distinction betwean Chinese and 
Indian birds, and tlie difference is in any case so stuall as scarcely 
to be of specific importance. 

Distribution, Throughout .India, by no means scarce in the 
Punjab, Sind, and Kajputaiia, though not known farther west. 
This Dove was obtained at Gilgit by Biddulph, and in Ceylon, w here 
it appears to be very rare, by Layard. It ranges throughout Burma 
to the Andamans and through Cochin China and China to the 
Philippines. 

Habits^ 4x, This is loss common in India than some other do^'es, 
hut it is widely distributed, except in forest-tracts. Its call is 
short and deep. It is not unfrequently found in small flocks. 
T^gs have been taken from January to July and in November; 
hut Hume believes that this species has only two broods in the 
year. The eggs are slightly elongated, two in number, and w axy 
white or cream-coloured, and measure about 1-02 by ’8. The nests 
are on trees and are of the usual type. 

Genus MACROPYGIA, Swainson, 1837. 

This genus contains several long-tailed Doves inhabiting the 
Oriental and Australian regions, and ranging from the Himalayas 
to the New^ Hebrides and Australia. They may at once be dis- 
tinguished from all other Indian Columhioioehy having a graduated 
tail that equals or exceeds the wing in length. The bill is slender, 
the head small and Dove-like, the tarsus short and partly feathered, 
the feet adapted for perching, the toes being long and the soles 
broad ; the feathers of the rump are spinous, and the tail-coverts 
elongate. 

Twenty-seven species are described in Salvadori’s Catalogue, 
and twenty-six in a paper by Major Wardlaw Eamsay published 
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in the ‘ Ibis ’ for 1890, but ot these only three occur within our 
area. They are generally ot* a rufons-brown colour, partly or 
wholly. The habits are thus described by Wardlaw Eamsay, I, r. 
p. 215 :~ 

“ In habits Mmropifcfia is a Ground-Bove of a tame nature, 
very partial to open glades and clearings in dense forest, especially 
when covered with a secondary growth of low scrubby jungle. It 
is generally found singly or in pairs, and on being flushed it only 
flies a short distance and alights on some convenient branch, 
spreading out its tail like a fan as it does so. Its food is composed 
of seeds and berries, one very favourite fruit being the chilli 
{Capncum fastiglatum)^ of which it consumes an enormous 
quantity.’’ 

Key to the Species. 

a. Tail black with rufous cross-bands ; quills brown 

throughout M. fumlia, p. 4^). 

h. Tail brown, unhanded ; quills rufous on iiuuu* 
borders. 

lairger, wing about 7*5 M. rufipeonk^ ]). 50. 

h' . Smaller, wing about 6 M . ru/iceps, p. 51. 

1312. Macropygia tusalia. The Bar-tailed CucToo-Dove. 

Coccyziira tusalia, Iloflys. J. A. S. B, xii, p. 037 (1843). 

Mflcropygia tusalia, Blyxhy J. A. S. B, xii, p. 93(); JerdoHy />. /. iii, 
p. 473 ; Goclw,-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 112 ; JIumCy 
N. ^ E. p. 500; Wald, in BlytICs Bird^ Barm. p. 140; Wardl. 
Haws. Il)ky 1877, p. 408; TIurmSf Dav. S. F, vi, p. 4 li); Hume, Cat. 
no. 791 ; id. S. F. xi, p. 297 ; Wardl. Hams. Ibis, 1890, p. 217 ; Oates 
in Humes K. ^E. 2nd ed. ii, p. 302 ; Saloadori, Vat. B. M. xxi,p. 338. 
Macropygia leptoirrammica, apud Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 869 ; id. 
Cat. p. 235 ; Walden^ Ibis, 1875, p. 459 ; Oate^, B. B. ii, p. 295 ; nee 
Temrn. 

The Bar-tailed Tree- Dove, Jerdon ; Tusal, Nipal ; Ka-er, fjopcli. 

Coloration. Male. Torehead, lores, cheeks, chin, and throat 
buff, tinged with vinous ; crown, hind neck, and sides of head and 
neck lilac- grey, overlaid with a changeable metallic gloss, green 
and reddish lilac ; sides of lower neck, back, rum}), and upper 
tail-coverts, wing-coverts, tertiaries, and scapulars black barred 
with rufous chestnut, the upper back and sides of neck with 
metallic gloss ; primary and secondary quills blackish brown ; 
middle rectrices black, with narrow slightly wavy rufous bars 
throughout, the next pair barred on the outer webs and tips, outer 
rectrices slaty grey, with a black band near the end, outermost 
pair usually with a basal chestnut patch ; breast greyish or 
brownish lilac, with a metallic gloss ; abdomen and lower tail- 
coverts buff, flanks ashy. 

The upper plumage oi femal$s resembles tliat of males, but the 
lower surface is buff barred with dark brown, the bars more or 
less obsolete ou the chin, throat, middle of the abdomen, and lower 
tail-coverts. 

Yon. lY. E 
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Ic the young the head is transversely barred above, with or 
without indications of metallic colour, according to age ; the breast 
with dark bars in males. 

Bill blackish ; iris white, surrounded by a rim of pale lilac ; 
orbital skin grey, with an inner rim of purple ; legs purplish pink 
( Wardlaw Bnmsay), 

Length about KJ; tail 8; wing 7*5; tarsus *85; bill from 
gape 1. 

Distrilmtlon, Throughout the Himalayas as far west as Simla 
from 3000 to about 10,000 feet elevation, also iu Assam and the 
hills to the southw’ard, and on the hills of Karennee and Tenas- 
seriin. M. leptoc/raniinica^ from the Malay Peninsula, Java, and 
Sumatra, is scarcely distinct, but it is smaller, with broader cross- 
bars. 

Ilahits, Those of the genus. The voice, according to Jerdon, 
is a deep, repeated coo. This bird breeds in Ihe Himalayas from 
May to July, but a nest was found in the Karen Hills on March 
18th by Wardiaw Jiainsay. The eggs, two in number, are creamy 
white, nearly equally pointed at both ends, moderately glossy, and 
measure about I *35 by *97. They are laid in a large loose platform 
nest of sticks on a branch at no great height from the ground. 

1313, Macropygia rufipennis. The Andaman Cuckoo- Dove, 

Macropygia niiipeiinis, lUyth, J, A. IS. B. xv, p. 371 (1846); id, 
y. 234 ; i''* i, p. 80; Waldm, Ihu, 1873, p. 814 ; 

Ihimey S. F, ii, p. 266; id. Cat. no. 721 bis ; Wnrdl. liaim. 

1890, p. 224 ; Salvadori^ Cat, B, M. xxi, p. 344. 

Coloration, Head all round chestnut, darker and wilh a slight 
lilac gloss on the crown, whitish on the chin and throat ; rest of 
upper parts dark brou n, more rufous on the edges of the wing- 
coverts, and on the rump, upper tail-coverts, and tail ; hind neck 
and upper back minutely speckled and barred with black and 
rufous buff, and occasionally showing a slight amethystine gloss ; 
outer tail-feathers bright rufous at base and tips, blackish betw-een ; 
fore neck, sides of low^er neck, breast, and abdomen light brown 
w’ith wavy black cross-bars, the breast and sides of the neck often 
with metallic gloss ; under tail-coverts, wing-lining, and inner 
webs of quills, except towards the end, ferruginous red. 

The female, according to Wardiaw Kamsay, resembles the male. 
Young birds (formerly described as adults by Hume) have the 
feathers of the liead light chestnut with black edges, the bars on 
the hind neck and back are broader than in adults, the upper 
wing-coverts and quills are broadly edged with rufous, and the 
lower parts are chestnut throughout, the edges of the feathers 
slightly darker, but cross-bars are wanting. 

Bill and legs purplish pink ; iris light blue, encircled by a ring 
of carmine ; orbital skin leaden blue (WarciZ. liamsay). 

Length about 16; tail 8; wing 7*5; tarsus *95; bill from 
gape 1. 

Distribution, The Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 
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1314. Hacropjgia ruficeps. The Little Malay Cuckoo-Dove. 

Oolumba ruficeps, Temm. PL Col. pi. 661 (1836). 

Macropygia amboiriensivS, apud Blytli. Cat. p. 234, nec Linn, 

Macropygia ruficepi?, Btoliczka, J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 331 ; 
Blythy Birds Barm. p. 146; War dl. Rams. Ibis, 1890, p. 226; 
Salvadoriy Cat. B. M. xxi, p. 360. 

Macropygia asaimilis, Hume, 8. F. ii, p. 441 0874) ; Waldtn in 
Blytks Birds Burm. p. 14() ; Wardl. Rams. Ibis, 1877, p. 468; 
Hume Dao. 8. F. vi, p. 4*20; Hume, Cat. no. 791 ter; Oates, 
B. B. ii, p. 296 ; Salvador i, Ann. Mas. Civ. Gen, (2) v, p. 618. 

Coloration, Male. Head pale cinnamon, growing d»arker on the 
nape and sides of neck and passing into the dull purplish brown, 
richly glossed with metallic-green changing to lilac, of the lower 
neck and upper back ; rest of upper parts, wings, and tail brown, 
wing-coverts edged with ferruginous red ; rump and upper tail- 
coverts rusty brown, middle four rectrices the same, outer rectrices 
bright rufous with a broad, rather irregular black band near the 
end ; lower surface of body light cinnamon, whitish on the chin 
and throat, and with broad white tips to some of the pectoral 
feathers ; wing-lining and inner edges of quills towards the base 
ferruginous red. 

Females are smaller and duller above, there is no metallic gloss 
on the upper back ; lower parts browner than in the male ; feathers 
of fore neck and breast black with rufous tips, appearing as if 
spotted with black. 

Young birds resemble females, but have dark edges to the feathers 
of the crown and pale edges on the upper back. 

Bill pale brown ; iris pearly white (purplish or brown in the 
young), orbital skin pale blue ; legs and feet browmish pink or 
red. 

Length of males about 13; tail 6*75; wing 6: tarsus *75; 
bill from gape *9 : of females the tail is about 6 ; wing 5*5. 
Javan specimens are smaller than Burmese, but do not differ in 
any other way. 

Distribution, The higher hill-forests of Southern Burma, the 
Karen Hills near Toungoo, Kollidoo, and Mooleyit, east of Moul- 
mein; also the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, Java, and Borneo. 

Habits. This is described by Davison as a shy bird, keeping to 
dense forest in small parties of live or .six, and having a peculiar 
quadrisyllabic call repeated several times. 


Subfamily GEOPELIINiE. 

The genus Geopelia is distinguished from all other Indian Doves 
by having 14 tail-feathers ; it has neither ambiens muscle nor 
intestinal caeca, and thus agrees with the Treronince, to which it 
was referred by Garrod ; but it possesses an oil-gland, and it has 
a bare elongate tarsus aud peculiar plumage entirely destitute 0f 
metallic lustre. 
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G^nus GEOPELIA, Swainson, 18*37. 

A very small Teiiaaserim dove, with part of the plumage closely 
banded, belongs to a genus containing five species, and ranging 
from Burma to Australia. All the species are small, with a 
slender bill, having the apical horny portion short and convex ; 
the wings are short and rounded, the 1st quill greatly attenuated 
near the tip, 2nd and 3rcl quills longest. The tail, of 14 feathers, 
exceeds the v ing in length and is much graduated. The tarsus is 
naked, and, in 6'. atrlata, is longer than the mid toe. Sexes 
alike. 



1315. Geopelia striata. The Barred Growd-Dove. 

Columba striata, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 282 (17CG). 

Geopelia striata, Blyth. Vat. p. 235 ; Ilume^ S. F. iii, p. 323 ; linme 
4* J)av. iS'. F. vi, p. 423 ; linme, Cat. no. 797 ter j Oates^ B. B. ii, 
p. 298 ; Salvadori, Vat, B. M, xxi, p. 458. 

Coloration. Anterior half of crown, cheeks, chin, and throat 
ashy grey ; occiput and nape light reddish brown ; hind neck, 
sides of neck and of breast, and flanks closely barred black and 
white; back, wing-coverts, rump, and upper tail-coverts light 
brown, each feather with a terminal black bar ; quills darker brown, 
the inner webs chestnut towards the base; middle tail-feathers 
brown, the others blackish brown, the four outer pairs with long 
white tips ; middle of breast pale vinous, passing into white on 
the abdomen ; lower tail-coverts white ; wing-liuing chestnut, finely 
barred ith black. 

In the young the whole plumage is barred above and below. 

Bill bluish white; irides generally white, occasionally grey-brown 
or pale slaty blue ; orbital skin pale clear blue, tinged with green; 
legs and feet pink, claw^s dirty greenish blue (Davison), 

Length about 9 ; tail 4*3; wing 4 ; tarsus -75 ; bill from gape *7. 

DiHrihuiion, The Malay Peninsula and Archipelago to the 
Philippines and Celebes. This Dove ranges into the extreme 
south of Tenasserim, where it was found by Davison about the 
higher parts of the Pakchan. 

Habits, Very similar to those of Turtur, This little Dove is 
found singly or in pairs about cultivation, and keeps much to the 
ground, feeding on seeds. Its note is quite peculiar. 



Order XIII. PTEROCLETES. 

The Sand-Grouse, or Pigeon-Grouse as they were appropriately 
called by Huxley, form a well-marked and distinct group that has 
been referred by turns to the Colmihce and to the Galllnm ; but 
since Huxley (I\ Z. S. 18(i8, p. 302) showed how completely 
intermediate between the two the Fterodidce are, they have 
generally been classed in a separate order. They are birds 
of a yellowish-brown or buff colour as a rule, with somewhat the 
build of Pigeons and even swifter flight, but with very different 
bills and feet ; the bill, though of small size, resembling that of 
the GaUinm, The characters of the young are quite Galline. 
iSoine are migratory, others resident. 

In the bill there is no soft base to the upper mandible. The 
toes are generally four in number, but the hallux is small, and in 
one genus wanting ; all are on the same level ; the anterior toes 
are short and rather broad. Oil-gland present and nude. The 
contour-feathers have aftershafts. The lateral bare tracts only 
extend on the shoulders to the base of the neck, not on to it ; 
the dorsal feather-tract has an interscapular fork. Primaries 11, 
hfth secondary wanting. Tail-feathers 14 to 1(>. 

Palate schizognathous ; basipterygoid processes present. Cer- 
vical vertebrao 15 or 16. There are usually two notches on each 
side of the posterior margin of the sternum, but the inner notch 
is sometimes reduced to a foramen ; keel of sternum very high. 

Deep plantar tendons Galline. Ambiens muscle present ; other 
muscles of thigh as in ColumhcR, Caeca present and large. Gall- 
bladder present, and two carotids. 

8and-Grouse live on hard seeds, and are, so far as is known, 
monogamous. They lay three eggs on the ground, generally with- 
out a vestige of nest. The eggs are peculiarly shaped, simply 
oval, nearly a prolate spheroid, equally rounded at both ends, grey 
or reddish grey and double-spotted. The young are covered with 
down, richly marked, and they are able to run on leaving the 

egg- 


Family PTEROCLID^. 

Tarsus short and feathered. Wings long and pointed. The 
family is found throughout Africa and iu Western and Central 
Asia, some forms migrating to parts of Southern Europe. Several 
species occur in India, but none extend to the east of the Bay of 
BengaK 

Three genera are recognized, all occurring within the area to 
which the present work is restricted. 
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Key to the Genera. 

a. A liallux present ; tarsi feathered in front 


only ; to^s naked. 

a\ Middle tail-feathers not x)roduced Pterocles, p. 54. 

h\ Middle tail-feathers elongate and pointed. Pteroclubus, J). 58. 
h. No hallux; tarsi feathered throughout, toes 

feathered ; middle tail-feathers elongate . . Syurhaptes, p. 02. 


Many ISand- Grouse, esj)ecially the migratory forms, collect in 
large flocks. All drink twice a day, morning and evening, at a 
regular titne, and all have peculiar clucking notes, dissyllabic or 
trisyllabic, uttered especially during flight. The note of course 
varies in the different species. The sexes differ throughout the 
family. 

Genus PTEROCLES, Temm., 1815. 

Bill small, arched above ; nostrils elongate, basal, almost covered 
by frontal plumes ; wings long and pointed ; tail moderate, rounded 
or wedge-shaped, the middle pair of rectrices not produced or 
scarcely projecting beyond the others ; tarsi feathered in front, 
reticulate behiud ; toes short, naked ; a liallux present. 

Ten e})ecies are known irom Africa, S. Europe, 8.W. and Central 
Asia; of these four are Indian. 

Key to the Species. 


a. Abdomen black throughout 1\ arenarim cf p. 54. 

b. Abdomen banded blacE and white. 
a'. Double black pectoral gorget. 

<t", liind neck not handed P. fasciatxis p* 55. 

b" . Hind neck handed 1\ lichtensteini p. 57. 

b' No black gorget. 

c'. Chin unspotted ; tarsi speckled or 

barred P. faseiaUis 2 , p. 55. 

Chin spotted; tarsi unspotttid .... P. lichtenstemi $, p. 57, 

c. Abdomen all buft'in cf, spotted with black 

in 2 P. coronatusy p. 57. 


131 G, Ft^ocles arenarins. TheLarye or Blach’-lelUed Sand-Grouse. 

Tetrao arenaria, Pallas, Nov. Com, Petrop. xix, p. 418, pi. viii 
(1775). 

Pterocles arenarius, Temm. Man. d Orn. p. 299 ; Blyth, Cat. 
p. 249; Jerdon, B. 1. iii, p. 496; Beavan, Ibis, 1868^ p. 877 ; 
Stoliczka, J. A. S. B, xli, pt. 2, p. 249 ; Hume, S. F. i, p. 219 ; 
Adam, ibid. p. 891 ; James, S. P\ iii, p. 418 ; Butler, S. F. iv, 
p. 4; V, pp. 222, 281 ; Wise, S. F. iv, p. 230; Hume ^ Marsh. 
Game B. i, p. 47, pi. ; Hume, S. F. vii, p. 161 ; BuJder, ibid. p. 186 ; 
Hume, Cat. no. 799 ; Tufnell, S. F. ix, p. 200 ; Baimes, ibid, 

S j. 219, 458 ; Keid, 8. F. x, p. 61 ; Swinhoe, Ibis, 1882, p. 118 ; 

iddnlph, ihid.p. 287; Swinhoe Barnes, Ibis, 1885, p. 181 ; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 294 ; id. Joum. Bom. N. M. Soe. \, y. 833 ; 
St. John, Ibis, 1889, p. 174 ; Ogilvie Grant, Oat. B. M. Xxii, p. 18. 

Blud^titar, BakM,BahhMitar, H.; Banchur, Peshawar; Barm BheMa, 
liariana; Siyu-sxnah,Veivs. 
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Coloration, Male. Throat ferruginous chestnut, extending round 
sides of neck and disappejaring behind nape, paler also on chin ; a 
triangular black patch on the throaty crown, and sides of the head ; 
nape, lower neck all round, and upper breast pale earthy brown ; 
back, rump, and upper tail-coverts, scapulars, tertiaries, and inner 
secondary-coverts blackish grey, each feather tipped with ochreous 
yellow and pale fawn-coloured towards the base ; greater secondary 
and primary coverts and edge of wing fawn-coloured, shaded darker ; 
([uills slaty grey externally, the shafts, the outer web of the 1st quill, 
and the inner surface black ; tail-feathers buff' barred with black, 
middle pair tipped with greyish black, the others tipped with white ; 
a black gorget across the breast, which is bull not greyish brown 
behind tlie gorget ; abdomen and flanks black ; wing-lining white ; 
thighs, tarsi, and lower tail-coverts buffy white. 

Female pale fawn, the head, neck, a?ul upper breast spotted with 
black shaft-streaks ; chin and throat yellowish, bounded behind by 
a black line, beyond which the fore neck is ashy ; back and upper 
parts, including the middle tail-feathers, with curved black cross- 
bands irregular iu direction ; the other rcctrices, the quills, and 
lower parts from the black pectoral gorget as in the male. 

Tail-feathers 10. 

Bill bluish grey ; irides brown ; feet grey {Hume). 

Length about 14; tail 4; wing 9*5; tarsus 1*1; bill from 
gape *7. 

Distrlhution. k'rom the Canary Islands and Spain on the west, 
through North Africa and South-western Asia to Turkestan and 
to North-western India, where this species is a cold-weather 
migrant, arriving about the end of September and leaving in 
March. It has been found as far east as Lucknow' and, it is said, 
Allahabad ; it has also been recorded from Neemuch and even 
Khandesh, and it is found in Northern Guzerat, all round the 
Kunn of Cutch, and in Sind ; but it is most common in the 
Punjab and the neighbouring tracts on the borders of the desert. 

Habits, iSfc. In N. W. India this Sand-Grouse haunts great sandy 
plains, within access of water, in large flocks. It lives on small 
seeds, and drinks morning and evening. It does not breed, so far 
as is known, in India ; but Barnes found its eggs in 8. Afghanistan 
in May. 

1317. Pterocles fasciatns. ^ The Painted Satid-Orome. 

Tringa fasciata, Scop. Del. Flor, et Faun. Tnsub. ii, p. 9:i (1786). 

Pterocles qu^^ricinctus, apud Jerd- Madr. Jour, S. xii, p. 4; id. 
III. Ind. Om. pis. 10, 36 ; Bwrgese, P, Z. 8* 1S55, p. SO. 

Pterocles fasciatus, Blgth, Cat. p. 249 ; Jerd&n, B. I. iii, p. 498 ; 
King, J, A. 8 . B. xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 2lfl; Ibis, 1868, 

p. 378 ; Blanford, J. A. 8. B. xxxviii, pt. 2^ 188 ; Hume, 

J. A, 8. B. xxxjx, pt. 2, p. 121 ; Mo Master, J, 8. B. xl, pt. 2, 
p. 214 } Stoliczka, J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 249 ; Hume, N. ^ B, 
p. 511 ; Mages Lloyd^ Ibis, 1873^ p. 415 ; Adam, 8. F. i, p. 391 ; 
MaUf 8, F. ii, p. 426 ; iii, p. 293 ; vii, p. 225 ; Btdlei', 8. F. iv, p. 4 ; 
V, p. 231 ; ix, p. 421 ; Fdirbank, 8. F. iv, p. 202 ; Dtwidson ^ Wend, 
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S. F. vii, p. 86 ; Uutney ibid. p. 162 ; Jffume^ Marsh. Game JS^ i, 
p. 59, j)l. ; Humey Cat. no. 800 ; Mclnroyy 6’. F. viii, p. 492 ; Tuf nelly 
F. ix, p. 201 ; Damdsttriy S. F. x, p. 316; Barnes j Birds Born, 
p. 295 ; id. Jour. Born. N. If. iSoc. v, p. 834 ; Oates in Burners 
F. 2iid ed. iii, p. 364 ; Oyilvie Grant, Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 27. 

Pahdn hhat titary Bhat-ban, 11. (N.W.P.) ; Falki, Belgaum ; Handcri, 
Southern India; Kal yowjal kaki. Can. (Mysore); Sonda polankiiy 
Tariiul. 

Coloration. Male. A narrow white frontal band followed by a 
broader black band, behind which is a second white band, a black 
spot over eye ; crown buff and black mixed ; hind neck buff, with 
an olive tinge ; back, scapulars, inner quills, rump, and tail with 
broad buff and black cross-bands, generally straight, but somewhat 
arrowhead-shaped on the rectrices ; S( apulars, later secondaries, 
and tail tipped with yellowish buff; wing-coverts buff, olivaceous 
near the shoulder, the inner coviirts banded black and white, with 
the tips ochreous buff ; winglet, primary-coverts, aud quills dark 
brown; chin, throat, and fore neck ochreous butt'; a broad deep 
ferruginous-chestnut gorget, then a pale buff* band followed by a 
black band ; behind this the abdomen is banded white and blackish 
brown ; under tail-coverts buff and black like the tail ; wing-lining 
light brown. 

Female buffy pale fawn, banded with black above and below, tJie 
scapulars aud tail tinged witli chestnut; head spotted with black, 
throat more linely spotted ; quills as in the male. 

Tail of 16 feathers. 

Bill red ; orbital skin lemon-yollow ; irides dark brown ; feet 
dull yelloM , claws reddish {Jerdon). 

Length about 11; tail 3-5; wing G'f) ; tarsus '9; bill from 
gape *6. 

Bistrihntion. Peculiar to India and resident. Pound in suitable 
])laces throughout the greater part of the Peninsula, but noton tlie 
Malabar and Bombay coast nor in the forest region north of the 
Godavari and east of liaipur, Mandla, &c., nor in the low grounds of 
the Carnatic. This ISand-Grouse is found throughout the Deccan 
and the Central Provinces and as far south as Mysore, and is 
common in parts of GuzeratjCutch, liajputana,the N. W. Provinces, 
and amongst the Sewalik hills of the N.VP, Punjab, but does not 
occur west of the ludus nor ou the Gangetic alluvium. It is not 
often found in thick forest or in alluvial plains, but is common 
in scrub-jungle, on small rocky hills and barren broken ground. 

HabiUy This, perhaps the most beautifully marked of all 
8and-Grouse, never occurs in Jijgo flocks, and is usually seen 
singly or in twos or threes that nse with a cackling note from 
amongst rocks and grass or bushes. It is crepuscular in its 
drinking-habits, flying to water before sunrise and after sunset in 
small parties, and often, in the hot weather, before dawn and after 
dark. Like other Sand-Grouse, it often utters its trisyllabic call 
on the wing. The eggs are similar in shape, gloss, and number to 
those of other species of Fterocles, but the ground-colour ia pale 
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salmon-pink with darker specks and blotches, and the average size 
1-42 by '98. The principal breeding-season is in April and May, 
but eggs have been taken in other months. 

1318. Pterocles lichtensteini. The Close-harred Sand-Grouse, 

Pterocles lichtensteini, Temni, PI. Col. pis. 3«55, 861 (1825) ; Ilnme^ 
S. P\ i, p. 219 ; WisOj S. F. iv, p. 250 ; HumCy S. F. vii, p. 162; 
id. Cat. no. 800 bis; Hume Marsh. Game B. i, p. 65, pL ; 
Tufnell^ S. jP. ix, p. 202 ; Barnes^ Birds Bom. p. 296 ; Oyilvie 
Grants Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 29. 

Coloration, Male, Forehead and sinciput white, with a broad 
black band across them ; upper parts pale buff or whitish barred 
with black ; wing-coverts barred with white ; scapulars, tertiaries, 
median wing-coverts, and tail-feathers broadly tipped with buff; 
winglet and primary- CO verts blackish brown; quills rather lighter 
brown ; chin and throat buff, more or less speckled with black ; 
breast buff, the upper part narrowly barred, the lower part with 
two broad black bars, the upper oF which is tinged with ferruginous, 
the lower forms a border to the abdomen, which is barred black and 
whitish ; tarsi pale buff, not barred ; ui15fr3r wing-coverts pale 
earthy brown. 

Female light buff, narrowly barred wdth black throughout, except 
on the head, which is spotted, and on the tarsi and quills, which 
are like those of tlio male. 

This speides resembles P, fasciatasy but both sexes are more closely 
and finely barred, and the upper breast of the mnle is unbarred in 
P, fasciatus but barred in the present form. The tail contains only 
14 feathers in P. lichtensteini. 

Bill fleshy brown ; irides brown, orbital skin yellow ; feet 
orange-yellow, claws dusky tipped yellowish {Hume). 

Length about 10*5 ; tail 3 ; wing 7 : tarsus 1*05 ; bill from 
gape -65. 

Distribution, N.E. Africa, Arabia, Baluchistan, and Sind west of 
the Indus. 

If obits, <^c. Very similar to those of P, fasciatus. This Sand- 
Grouse is found in rocky ground and bushes, and is thoroughly 
crepuscular, Hying to water before sunrise and after sunset. It is 
probably resident throughout its range, but is said to be a cold- 
weather visitor to Sind. 

1319. Pterocles coronatus. The Coronetted Sand-Grouse, 

Pterocles coronatus, Licht. Verz. Doubl. p. 66 (1823); Blyth^ Ibis, 
1872, p. 89 ; Hume, ibid. p. 468 ; id. S. F. i. p. 224 ; Wise, S, F. hi. 
p. 267 ; iv, p. 230; Blanford, Eastern Persia, ii, p. 272; Hume 
Marsh, Game B. i, p. 57, pi. ; Hume, S. F, vii, p. 161 ; id. Cat. 
no. 801 ter; Tufnell, S. F. ix, p. 200; Barnes, ibid. pp. 219, 458 ; 
Lean, ibid, p. ^96; 8t. John, Ibis, 1889, p. 174; Barnes, Birds 
Bom. p. 299 ; id. Jour. Bom, N. H. Soc. r, p. 336 ; Ogihie Grant, 
Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 23. 

Coloration, Male. Chin and a streak on the middle of the 
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throat, a narrow band round the gape and lores, and a stripe 
running back on each side ot the forehead black ; middle of fore- 
head and border to black on cheeks and chin whitish ; crown 
vinaceous bulf, surrounded except in front by a band of ashy grey ; 
around that, again, is a band of ochreous yellow expanding in fnmt 
and covering the cheeks and throat ; upper parts isabelline fawn ; 
ends of the wing-coverts, scapulars, and some of the back-feathers 
pale, forming buff spots with dusky borders ; a tinge of vinaceous 
on the scapulars and inner quills ; greater coverts, primaries, and 
outer secondaries brown, the outer primaries with white shafts, 
inner primaries with whitish tips ; middle tail-feathers isabelline 
like rump, the others vinaceous buff with a subterminal black bar 
and white tip ; lower parts from throat pale buff, upper breast 
tinged with grey. 

'i\\Q female wants the markings on the head and is buff throughout 
with crescentic black cross-bars ; lower parts paler, the throat 
yeilpwish speckled with black. 

Tail-feathers l b. Colours of soft parts not recorded. 

Length about 11; tail 3*5; wing 7*2; tarsus *9 ; bill from 
gape *t). 

JJiatribution. X.E. Africa, Arabia, Southern Persia, Baluchistan, 
and Sind Avest of the Indus. This Sand-Cxrouse has also been 
found in Afghanistan and on the western froiitier of the Punjab 
as far north as the Khyber Pass. 

Habits, Similar to those of Pterodurus exustus and P. seney alius. 
This Sand-Grouse probably breeds in Sind, and the eggs, measuring 
1*5 by 1*06, were taken by Barnes in South Afghanistan about 
May and J une. 

Genus PTEROCLURUS, Bonap., 1854. 

This is, by many writers, united to Pterodes^ from which it only 
differs in having the two middle tail-feathers elongate and pro- 
duced into a long narrow point. 

There are always 16 tail-feathers. 

Of the four known species, ranging over Africa, S. Europe, 
S.W. and Central Asia, three are found within Indian limits. 


Key to the Species. 

Abdomen white throughout in both sexes P. alchata, p. 58. 

Abdomen dark brown throughout in males, barred 

brown and rufous in females ; a black gorget. P. exustus^ p. 60. 
Middle of abdomen dark brown, sides buff in both 

sexes ; no gorget P. seneyallm, p. 61. 


1320. Pteroclums alohata. The Large Pin-tailed Sand-Grouse. 

Tetrao alchata, Linn. Sysi. Nat. i, p. 276 (1766). 

Pterocles alchata, Bhthj Cat. p. 249; Jerdon, B. I, iii, p. 600; 
MumCf S. F. i, p. 221 ; Blewitty S. F. iii, p. 268 ; MumSf S. F. vii, 
p. 161 ; id. Cat. no. ; Hume Marsh, Game B. i, p. 77, pi. ; 
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BmmeSj S. F. ix, p. 408 ; id. Birds Bom, p. 297 ; St. John, Ibis, 
1889, p. 174. 

Pteroclurus alchata, Ogilvie Grant, Cat. B. M, xxii, p. 7, 

Coloration. Male. Crown light brown tinged with yellow ; chin, 
throat, and a narrow line running back from the eye bljick ; rest 
of head orange or rufous buff, passing on the neck into olivaceous 
buff ; back and scapulars pale brown tinged with olive and marked 
with large subterminal pale ochreous-yellow spots, especially on 
the scapulars ; primary-coverts and small coverts brown, outer 
secondary median and greater coverts with a subterminal chestnut 
band boi'dered with white; innermost coverts brown washed with 
yellow and with broad terminal black borders ; quills brownish 
grey outside, the outer web of the first primary dark browm, 
the shafts and the inner surface of all quills black, inner webs of 
later primaries blackish externally towards the ends and bordered 
w ith white ; secondaries white, with a broad outer band of browui 
extending to the tips of the inner webs ; rump and upper tail- 
coverts narrowdy banded pale yellowieh and black ; rectrices greyish 
brow'n tinged yellow and with partial bars of faw ii-colour, the long 
tips of the middle pair black, the other feathers ti})ped with white ; 
two narrow^ black bars a considerable distance apart across the 
breast, the space betw een them pale rufous ; lower breast, abdomen 
and lower tail-coverts, axillaries and inner under wing-coverts 
white, larger coverts and the border of the w ing brown. 

Fe7nale. Upper ])arts barred black and yellowish buff, on the 
back and sca])ulars each feather with a band, usually broad and 
conspicuous, of pearly to slaty grey ; outer secondary-coverts white 
with a black border ; on the inner coverts there is a ferruginous-red 
band inside the black ; upper tail-coverts with V-shaped bars; chin 
and middle of throat wiiite ; cheeks, sides of upper neck, and band 
across throat dull ochreous-buff, followed by a broad black gorget, 
then an ochreous and then a grey band, after w Inch is a narrow’^ 
black gorget (the anterior one of the male), so that there are three 
black bands altogether in the female. Bemainder of lower parts, 
quills, and tail as in the male. 

In young birds the upper parts and breast are all narrowiy and 
irregularly barred. Immature males retain some of the bars; 
immature females have black instead of pearly-grey bars on the 
back and coverts. 

Bill very stout, greenish brown to slate-colour; irides brown; 
feet dusky green (Hume). 

Length about 15 ; tail in males 5-7, in females 3 75-6 ; wing 8 ; 
tarsus 1 ; bill from gape '65. The middle tail-feathers are about 
2 inches longer than the others in both sexes. 

Distribution, South-western and Central Asia ; a cold-season 
visitor to the extreme North-w’est of India. This Sand-Grouse 
occurs abundantly from October till March in the Western Punjab 
and Northern Sind, and has been found as far as Delhi, 84mbhar, 
and Kar^hi. In North Africa and Southern Europe a more richly- 
coloured race occurs. 
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Habits, 4’‘c, This handsome Sand-Grouse is usually seen in India 
in very large flocks ; it is shy and wary, flies swiftly, and frequently 
utters a loud clanging cry. It does not breed in. ludia. 

1321. Pteroclurus exustus. The Common Sand- Grouse. 

Pteroclett exiistus, Tnnm. PL Col. nos. 3/54, 360 (1825); Blyth, Cat. 
p. 249 ; Jerdon, B. 1. iii, p. 502; Blanfo)'d,J.A. S.B.%yiXsi\\t 
pt. 2, p. IhO; McMasterf J. A. B. B. xl, pt. 2, p. 214; Stoiiczka, 
J. A. iS. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 249 ; Hume, S. F. i, p. 225 ; id. N. ^ F. 
p. 513 ; Adam, B. F. i, p. 302 ; King, S. F. ii, p. 458 ; Butler, S. F. 
iv,p. 4; ix, p. 421 ; Kume Marsh. Game B. i,p. 69, pi. ; Hume, 
B.F. vii, p. 101 ; Ball, ibid. p. 225; Hume, Cat. no. 802; Reid, 
B. F. X, p. ()1 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 300 ; id. Jour. Bom. N. M, 
Soe. i, p. 56 ; v, p. 330 ; Oates in Humes N. ^ E. 2nd ed. iii, 
p. 301. 

Pteroclurus exustus, Ball, S. F. ii, p. 420 ; Ogilvie Grant, Cat. B. M. 
xxii, p. 12. 

BkaFtitar, BakhtAitar, Kumartit, Kakar, 11. ; Butabur, Batibun, 
Sind ; Popandi, Bhil ; Pakorade, Malir. ; Jam polanka, Tel. ; Kal gowjal 
haki, Can. (Mysore) ; Kal kondari, Tam. 



10. -Head of P. exustus. 


Coloration, Male. Upper parts brownish buff to isabelline ; fore- 
head, lores, and sides of head, chin, and throat dull ochreous-buft’ ; 
ends of the scapulars and tertiaries and all the secondary-coverts 
pale buff, the scapulars and some of the median coverts tipped with 
reddish brown, a few of the coverts thus tipped with a white streak 
inside the tip ; primary-coverts, primaries, and most of the second- 
aries blackish brown, the later primaries obliquely tipped with 
white ; middle tail-feathers brown wdth long black tips, the other 
rectrices darker brown with white tips ; breast buff with a slight 
rufous tinge, crossed by a black gorget narrowly edged with white 
in front ; the buff passes into the dark brown of the abdomen and 
flanks, blackish in the middle of the abdomen ; tarsal feathers, 
vent, and under tail-coverts very pale buff; wing-lining dark 
brown. 

Female buff; crown and neck all round spotted with black 
shaft-stripes, broader at the end; rest of upper parts, except 
greater secondary-coverts, barred with black ; scapulars and some 
of the coverts with larger yellowish-huff ends tipped with brown ; 
quills as in male ; tail-feathers barred, the middle pair with black, 
the others with white tips ; chin, throat, and sides of head, 
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includiDg supercilia, yellowish buff unspotted ; upper breast spotted 
with dark brown down to a rather liroken blackish gorget, behind 
this a broad band of plain buff; abdomen barred dark brown and 
rufous, darkest in the middle ; tarsi and lower tail-coverts buff ; 
wing-lining brown. 

Young birds are at first rufous with black markings, then barred 
rather irregularly and iiiiich like the adult female, but without a 
gorget ; the abdomen is dark from an early age. 

Bill and feet pale slaty grey to plumbeous or lavender-blue ; 
irides dark brown ; orbital skin pale yellow to pale yellowish 
green. 

Length of male about 12*5 ; tail 4-4-5’8 ; wing 7 ; tarsus 
•85; bill from gape *65. Length of female about 11*5; tail 
4 to 4*8; v^ ing 0*75. The middle tail-feathers are 1*5 to 2*5 
longer than the others in males, about an inch or less in females. 

Distribution, Kesident throughout a large portion of Africa, 
South-western and Central Asia, and the Indian Peninsula, with 
the exception of the Bombay and Malabar coastland, the forest 
regions east of 80° E. long., and Bengal, in which only stragglers 
are occasionally found. I have seen this Band-Cxrouse near 
Baneegunje, and Dr. G, King once saw one in the Botanical 
Gardens, Calcutta. To the south I have seen many, and shot 
some a little north of tlie Cauvery near Trichiuopoly. This bird 
is common in North-western India and the Deccan. 

Habits, TUe Common Sand-Grouse keeps to open country ; 
it is never found in forest, and but rarely amongst bush. It flies 
to water and drinks between 8 and 10 o’clock in the morning, 
earlier in summer than in winter, and from 4 to 6 in the evening. 
The birds feed before and after drinking, and keep in open sandy 
ground during the day. Hume, in the admirable account in 
‘ Game Birds,’ says they feed in different ground after drinking. 
.They rest about midday, each in a nook beside a clod of earth or 
tuft of grass, but they sleep at night in flocks huddled together, 
and but rarely fall a prey to foxes or jackals. They have a double 
clucking note, uttered on the wing when they are alarmed or when 
they are flying to or from w^ater. The principal breeding-season 
in the North-west is from April to June, but earlier in the Deccan, 
and eggs have been found at all seasons. Tlie eggs are grey 
or pinkish or pale olive-brown, double-spotted, and measure about 
1*45 by 1*03. 

1322. Pteroclurus senegallus. The Spotted Sand-Grouse. 

Totrao senegallus, imn. Mantissa^ p. 526 (1767-71). 

Pterocles senegallus, Jerdon, B. 1 iii, p. 604 ; Hume, S. F. i, p. 221 ; 
ii, p. 331 ; iv, p. 4 ; James, S. F. iii, p. 418 ; Butler, S. F. iv, p. 608 ; 
V, p. 222 ; Hai/es Lloyd, Ibis, 1876, p. 280 ; Hume, S, F. v, p. 60 ; 
vii, p. 161 ; id. Cat. no. 801 bis ; Hume Marsh. Game B, i, 
p. 53, pi. ; id, pi. 8 (egg) ; Tufnell, S. F. ix, p* 200 ; Swinhoe, Ibis, 
1882, p. 118; Barnes, Birds' Bom, p, 297 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ 
B. 2nd ed. iii, p. 896. 
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Pterocles guttatus, Licht, Verz. Doubl. p. 64 (1823) ; Blythflhi8j\%'7^x 
p. 89. 

Pteroclurus senegallus, Oqilme Qranty Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 14. 

Nandu KatirigOy GutUy Sind. 

Coloration, Male. Crown, back, and rump isabelline ; forehead, 
supercilia (with narrow band below eye), and nape, forming a band 
surrounding the crown, dull pale ashy ; lores whitish ; scapulars, 
tertiaries, median and greater secondary-coverts purplish brown, 
buff at the tips, the tips of the longer scapulars ochreous yellow ; 
lesser coverts, primary-coverts, and primaries buff, the latter brown 
towards the end, all except the first two or three with oblique pale 
tips ; greater coverts dark, except on the edge ; upper tail-coverts 
isabelline washed with yellow ; middle tail-feathers the same with 
long black points, the other tail-feathers dark brown with oblique 
white tips; chin, throat, cheeks, and sides of neck deep ochreous 
yellow ; lower parts from throat buff, greyish on the upper breast ; 
middle of abdomen to vent blackish brown. 

Female buft‘, the upper parts and upper breast spotted with 
black, the spots becoming bands on the scapulars, tertiaries, and 
middle tail-feathers ; tertiaries tinged with yellow towards the 
ends ; wings, outer tail-feathers, and lower parts except upper 
breast as in male. 

Bill bluish grey ; irides brown •. orbits yellowish ; feet bluish 
white {Hume). 

Length of male about 14 ; tail 5*75 ; wiug 7*75 ; tarsus *0 ; bill 
from gape *65. Length of female about 13; tail 4*25; wing 
7*75. The middle tail-feather.s are about 2 inches longer than the 
others in males, 1 inch or less in females. 

Distribution. Northern Africa to south of the Saluira and South- 
western Asia. Common in Sind west of the Indus, rare to the east- 
ward, but recorded from the neighbourhood of the Bunn of Cutch, 
including Kattywar, and from Jamboghora, west of Ahmedabad ; 
also from Pokarau between Jeysulraere and Jodhpore, and from 
Sbahpiir district in the Punjab. JVJhow^ is given as a locality 
in the British Museum Catalogue for a specimen received from 
Col. Swinhoe, hut in error; the specimen thus marked is really 
from Pirchoki, below the Bolan Pass. 

EahiU. Similar to those of P. exustus. Generally resident, but 
not known to breed east of the Indus ; and it is said that even in 
Western Sind the majority are cold-weather visitors. I obtained an 
egg, fully formed and measuring 1*5 by 1-05, from a female I shot 
west of Shikarpur on March 20, 1875. 

Genus SYRRHAPIES, llliger, 1811. 

The present genus is distinguished by wanting the hallux and 
by having very short broad toes feathered above, the tarsus is 
thickly feathered throughout, the middle tail-feathers are long and 
point^, and the wings long. 

Only two species are know'n ; both inhabit Central Asia, and one 
just comes within our limits in Western Tibet. 
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1323. Syrrhaptes tibetanus. The Tibetan Sand- Grouse. 

Syrriiaptes tibetanua, Gould^ 1\ Z. S. 1850, p. 92; id. B. vi, 

p. 61 ; Blanfordy J. A. S. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 71 ; Ilume 4* Ilendern. 
Lah. to Yark. p. 279 ; Ilume, S. F. vii, pp. 162, 425 ; id. Cat. 
no. 802 bis ; Hume Marsh. Game B. i, p. 43 ; iaharpe, Yarkand 
Miss..^ AveSf p. 119; Ogilvie Grant., Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 5. 

Kuk^ Kaling^ Ladak. 

Coloration, Yoveh&did, lores, cheeks, and chin white, or whitish, 
sometimes speckled ; crown rather irregularly barred across, black 
and white ; sides of head, throat, and a band extending nearly or 
sometimes quite round the neck, deep ochreous yellow ; lower neck 
all round narrowly barred with whitish and black ; this passes into 


Fig. 11. — Sole of foot of S. tibetanus. 

the pale fawn wdth fine dusky vermiculation of the back, scapulars, 
tertiaries, and wing-coverts ; inner w^ebs of scapulars partly black, 
forming lai-ge black spots; primary-coverts light br(.)\^n, greater 
coverts and quills black, later primaries with oblique pale tips, later 
secondaries and tertiaries passing gradually into the colour of the 
back; rump and upper tail-coverts whitish, rather more coarse! v 
vermiculated with black; middle tail-feathers the same but tinged 
with rufous, the long lips black, outer tail-feathers liglit chesinut 
with a few distant black cross-bars and w^hite tips ; upper breast 
finely barred ; lower breast uniform pale greyisli browm, passing 
into white on abdomen ; wing-lining brown, whitish near edge. 

In the /^7riaZ<js the markings on the upper parts, especially on 
the back and scapulars, are coarser, being irregular bars, not mere 
vermiculation ; and the w hole breast is barred. 

Bill and nails bluish, soles whitish {Hume). 

Length of male ] 9 ; tail 7*5 to 9*5 ; wing 10*25 : tarsus 1 *1 ; 
bill from gape *6. In females the length is about 17 ; tail 7-8*4 ; 
w ing 9*75. 

Distribution, liesident in Tibet and on the Pamir at elevations 
above 12,000 feet, perhaps lower in wdnter, extending to the 
country north of Sikhim and to Koko-nor. Common in Ladak 
and the Upper Sutlej valley. 

Habits^ The Tibetan Sand-Grrous© is found on barren sandy 
plains near water, fresh or brackish. It is a very noisy bird, often 
repeating its clanging double note when on the wing. Some caged 
birds that were given to me on the N. frontier of Sikhim constantly 
uttered this call. The flight is swift. This species drinks before 
sunrise and at dusk in the evening. The eggs have not been taken. 



Fig. 12 . — Aryusiantis argus. (From the group in the British Museum.) 


Order XIV. .GALLING. 

The true Gaiue-birds, the Grouse, Fowls, Peacocks, Pheasants, 
Turkeys, Partridges, Quails, and Guinea-fowls, with Megapodes, 
Curassows, and (^uans, form a well-defined arid easily recognizable 
order. They have a stout bill, strong legs and feet, suited for 
progress on the ground, a plump body and rounded wings, in which 
the 5th secondary is present, and there are 10 primaries. There 
is fi’equently a spur, sometimes more than one, on the tarsus in 
males, and, in a few genera, in females also. The hallux is always 
present; the nails are short, blunt, and but slightly curved. An 
aftershaft is alw^ays developed to the body-feathers. The spinal 
feather-tract is well defined on the neck and not forked on the 
back* Oil-gland present, except in the genus Argusianus. 

The deep plantar tendons are joined by a fibrous Aunculum, but 
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their distribution is normal, the flexor per for am digitorum supply- 
ing the three anterior digits, whilst the flexor longus hallucis passes 
to the hallux or posterior digit alone (see Vol. I, p.*3). The ambiens 
muscle is present, as are also the accessory femoro-caudal, the 
semitendinosus, the accessory semitendinosus, and, except in Pea- 
fowl and Turkeys, the femoro-caudal, so that in general all the 
thigh-muscles are developed (see Vol. Ill, p. viii). Caeca of the 
intestines are large. Both carotids are present, except in Mega- 
podius, which has only the left one. 

The palate is schizognathoiis ; the nasals holorhinal. True 
basipterygoid processes are wanting, but there are sessile facets 
situated far forward on the sphenoidal rostrum. Cervical ver- 
tebra) 16. The sternum has two deep incisions in the posterior 
border on each side of the keel ; the inner xiphoid process be- 
tween the two is shorter than the outer, which is bent over the 
hinder ribs and expanded at the end. The episternal process of 
the rostrum is completely perforated to receive the inner ends of tho 
coracoids. 



Fig. 13. — The sternum of Lophoplioni^ rejtdgens (Huxley, P. Z.S. 1868, p. 297): 
r, rostrum; c.p., costal process ; inetosteon ; ex., external xiphoid 

process; ix., internal xiphoid process; l.o., lopliosteon, bearing the cariiia 
tor keel), and ending behind in mx^, the middle xiphoid process. 


All members of the order nest on the ground (the nidi6catioii 
of the Megapodiidce is peculiar) and lay numerous eggs. The young 
are hatched covered with down, usually coloured with a pattern, 
and are able to run very soon after leaving the egg. 

GalUnce are generally distributed, but are divided into two sub- 
orders, one of which is essentially northern, the other southern, 
being almost confined to the Australian and Neotropical regions 
(see Huxley, P. Z. S. 1868, p. 294). The former is well repre- 
sented in India ; of the latter a single species is found in the 
Nicobar Islands. The suborders are thus distinguished : — 

Hallux raised above the level of the other toes . Atectokopodes. 


Hallux on a level with the other toes PBBiSTEiiOPoniJiiB^ 

Ton* iTt ® 
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Suborder ALECTOROPODES. 

The inner posterior notch on eacli side is more than half the 
length of the vsterniim. The halliiA (hind toe) is raised above the 
level of the other toes and is short, its basal phalanx being shorter 
than that of the third or middle toe. 

In Mr. Grant’s British Museum Catalogue, as in Prof. Huxley’s 
paper already quoted, this suborder is divided into two families — 
the Teiraonidiv or Grouse, distinguished by having the nostrils 
and tarsi feathered and the toes feathered or pectinate; and the 
Phasianidcr^ with those parts naked. The latter are well repre- 
sented in India, the Grouse being found only in the northern 
parts of both hemispheres. It is doubtful whether the differences 
between the t\^o grou])s are sufficient to justify their distinction 
as families. 


Family PHASIANID^. 

Nostrils naked. Tarsi naked (except in Lertva), and often 
armed with spurs, especially in males ; toes naked, not pectinate. 

It is very difficult to divide the liidinn members of this family, 
for although Peafo^^l, Pheasants, Partridges, and Quails are easily 
distinguished, there are intermediate forms that are difficult to 
classify in distinct subfamilies. The generic distinctions are largely 
founded on characters peculiar to the males. 


Ke^ to the Genera, 


a. First primary considerably shorter than lOlh 
(except in Phasianue in which the wing is 
alw'ays much shorter than the tail) ; sexes 
generally very different. {Phasianincp.) 
a , Upper tail-coverts in males exceed tail in 

length : an erect occipital crest 

h\ Uy>per tail-coverts shorter than tail. 

a". Secondaries much longer than pri- 
maries 

5". Secondaries not exceeding or only just 
exceeding primaries. 

cd. An elevated fleshy comb pn head of 

male 

Ko comb. 

Tail longer than wing in both sexes, 
much longer in males and much 
graduated. 

uf*. Tail-feathers 20-24, with round 
metallic ocelli 


Pa VO, p. 68, 


Aegusiakus, p. 71. 


OAxnuB, p. 74. 


PoLyPLKCtntJlff; p. 72. 
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b^. No ocelli on tail; 16 to 18 tail- 
feathers, 

a®. No occipital crest ; 1st primary 

longer than lOtfe Piiasianus^ p. 80. 

i®. An occipital crest; let primary 

shorter than 10th Catrkus, p. 82. 

b^. Tail graduated, a little longer than 
wing in males, subequal or shorter 
in females; 16 tail-feathers. 

Sides of liead feathered. ....... Pucrasia, p. 84, 

d^. Sides of head naked. 

c'\ Crest an erect brush-like tuft 
of subequal feathers; rump of 

male fiery red liOPHURA, p. 87. 

d®. Crest long, recumbent, of un- 
equal feathers ; no red .... Genn^»I 5US, p. 88. 
c^ Tail rounded, not longer than wing 
in either sex. 

e’. Size large, wing 9 in. or more; 

18 tail-feathers. 

e®. Bill strong, culrnen longer than 

hind toe and claw Lophophorus, p. 95. 

f^. Culrnen shorter than hind toe 

and claw Tracjopan, p. 98. 

Wing 7 to 8*5 in. ; breast tinged 
with apple-green in males; 14 

tail-feathers Ithagenes, p. 103. 

Wing less than 7 in, ; no green 
on breast ; 14 tail-feathers. 

,q®. Sexes different ; 2 or 3 spurs 
on each tarsus in males and 

sometimes 1 or 2 in females . Gatxoperbix, p. 100. 

/i®. Sexes alike, no spurs Bambusicola, p. 110. 

//'h Wing about 3*5 in.; 10 tail- 

feathers Ophrysia, p. 104. 

First primary not shorter than 10th (generally 
considerably longer) ; tail shorter than win<r; 
sexes, as a rule^ though not always, similar, 

( PerdiemcB.) 

c' . Size small ; wing less than 4 in. [p. ] 12. 

c". Tail-feathers 8 Fxoalfactoria, 

d". Tail-feathers 10 to 12. 
c^. 1st primary longer than 4tb,aiid often 

as long as 2nd Coturntx, p. 114. 

cP. 1st primary between 7th and^h . . Perricula, p. 117. 

Ist primary equal to lOth Micboperdix, p. 120, 

(V . Wing exceeding 5 in. 
e". Tail-feathers 12 ; wing about 5*5 in. 
f\ Upper parts green ; in ale crested . . . . RoLLULrs, p. Ill, 
ff. Upper parts grey or isab^llme; tm 

crest Ammopebdix, p. 133. 

f*\ Tail-feathers 14; wing 5 5 to 7^ in. 

/p. Tarsus naked. 

d*. Tail less than half length of wing. 

P, Hind toe with a claw; n«k spurs, 
t®. A supraorbital chain of bonisAd; 

no white axillary tuft AjaBaBicoLA, p. 123. 

No8Upraoid>ilal<lehache4l}^^ (p. 129» 

a white axillat*y tuft TBoaPicopKBRix, 



68 


PHASIABTIDJ;. 


Hind claw rudinu'ntary ; tarsi of 

males spurred 

Tail more than half len^^th of winjr. 
k\ Flanks strongly barred with 

hluck 

l\ Flanks without cons]>icuous bars 

r\ Tarsus half clad with feathers 

//". Tail of 10 to 18 feathers; wing about 

6 in 

h!'. 'Tail with feathers; size large; 

w ing 10 to 12 in 


Caloperdix, p. 130. 

CaccaRis, p. 131. 
Fkancolinus, p. 134. 
Lervva, p. 145. 

Perdjx, p. 142. 

Tktraogaelus, p. 143. 


Genus PA VO, Linn., 1760. 

Peafowl are distinguiahed by the |)eculifir erect occipital crest of 
elongate feathers in both sexes. The tail is long, wedge-wshaped, 
and composed of 20 feathers, but it is far surpassed in lengtli by 
the train of the male birds, w'hich consists of the modified upper 
tail-coA'erts. Wings rounded, 1st quill much shorter than 10th. 
Tarsus very long, and in males armed with a spur. 

This genus inhabits India and the Indo-Chinese countries w ith 
part of the Malay Archipelago, and contains two species, both found 
within our limits. 


Kei/ to the Species. 

«, Crest-feathers fully webbed at the end only .... P. crufaius, p. 08. 
b, Creet-feathers luuceolate, webbed throughout . . P. muticusy p. 70. 

1324. Pavo cristatllB. The Common Peafowl, 

Pa VO cristatus, Linn, Syst, Nat, i,p. 267 (1706) ; Blythy Chi?, p. 230; 
Jerdouy B, I. iii, p. 500 ; Blyihy Ihisy 1867, p. 151 ; Stoliozkay 
J, A, S. P. .xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 67; xli, pt. 2, p. 249; Blanf, 
J. A. S, B, xxxviii, pt. 2, p. 189; Oodw.-Aust, J. A. S. B. xxxix, 
pt. 2, p. 272 ; Butler, S. F, iv, p. 5 ; vii, p. 177 ; ix,p. 421 ; Ball, 
S. F. vii, p. 225; Hume Marsh, Game P. i, p. 81 ; Hume, Vat, 
no. 803; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 342; Leyye, Birds Ceyl. p. 731; 
Vidal, S. F, ix, p. 75 ; Baimes, Bir^ Bom, p, 302 ; Hume, S, F. 
xi, p. 300 ; Oates in Hume's N, 4r P. 2nd ed. iii, p. 405; Oyilvie 
Grant, Cat. P. M. xxii, p. 368. 

Mor, Mnnjur, H. kc.-, Taus, P. ; Landuri J, Mahr. ; Manja cf, 
Manir $ , Unya ; Mahja, Bhot. ; Mong-yuny, Lepcha ; Moir, Assam ; 
Dod6, Garo; Myl, Tamul; Nimili, Tel.; Nowl, Can. ; Monara, Cing. 

Coloration, Male, Crown of head covered with short curly 
feathers, metallic blue changing to green ; feathers on lores, super- 
cilia, cbiu, and throat similar but less curly and dull green ; crest 
of long almost naked shafts terminated by fan-sbaped tips that are 
black at the base, bluish green at the ends ; neck all round rich 
blue ; back covered with scale-like bronze-green feathers with black 
borders, coppery inner areas, and green shaft-stripes, these pass on 
the rump into the bronze-green of the train, changing in the middle 
in certain lights into coppery bronze, each feather, except the outer- 
most at each side 4ind the longest plumes, ending iu an “ eye 
or ocellus, consisting of a purplish-black heart-shaped nucleus 
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surrounded by blue within a coppery disk, with an outer rim ofc* 
alternating green and bronze ; scapulars and outer surface of wing, 
including tertiaries, mostly barred black and buff, a few of the outer 
median secondary coverts black glossed with green and purple ; 
primaries and their coverts pale chestnut., secondaries black ; tail 
dark brown ; breast and flanks dark glossy gre<m ; thighs buff ; 
abdomen and downy lower taihcoverts blackish brown. 

Females have the head and nape rufous brown, tips of the crest-^ 
feathers chestnut edged with green ; lower neck metallic green ; 
the upper surface brown, faintly mottled |)aler in parts ; quills and 
tail-feathers dark brown, the hitter with whitish tips; breast and 
alxlornen buffy white, inner portion of each breast-feather dark 
brown glossed with green ; vent and downy under tail- covercs dark 
brown. 

Young males resemble the females, but have the primaries partly 
or wholly chestnut. 

Bill brownish horny ; naked skin of face whitish ; iddes dark 
brown ; legs and feet greyish brown. w 

Length of male in full plumage 6| to feet, without train 
40 to 46 inches ; tail 20 ; wing 18 ; tarsus 5*75 ; bill from gape 1*9* 
Pemales measure : length about 38 ; fail 18; wing 16 ; tarsus »5. 

JJ'lstrihution, Throughout India proper and Ceylon except in a 
few^ localities, such as parts of Lower Bengal, that appear too damp 
or otherwise unsuited. The Common Peafowl abounds at the base 
of the Himalayas, ascending the hills to about 2000 feet, and 
locally somew'hat higher, and it inhabits the whole Assam valley 
up to Hadiya, but no Peafowl is found in Sylhet, Cachar, or Manipur, 
and P. mnticus replaces the present s{)ecies farther south. To th« 
westward, Peafowl abound in (xuzerat. Catch, and llajputana, being 
protected and regarded as a sacred bird ; but they have probably 
been introduced in many places and certainly in Sind, as in all the 
countries named they are found about villages in a semi-domesti- 
cated state. In Sotithern India the Peafowl ascends the hills to 
an elevation of at least 5000 feet, but in Ceylon it is essentially a 
bird of the low dry country forming the northern part of the 
island. As is well known, it is found domesticated in many 
tropical and temperate countries. 

Habits, ^c. Where truly wild, Peafowl are generally found in 
small parties in forests, or bushy, broken ground near water. 
They are often met with in cultivation, especially where, as 
is the case in many parts of North-western and Western India, 
they are protected by particular castes of Hindus. They feed 
on grain, buds, shoots of grass, insects, small lizards and snakes. 
The call of the Peacock is a loud sonorous cry, having a distinct 
resemblance to a cat’s mew and audible at a great distance. Pea- 
fowl roost on trees and they are in the habit, like most Pheasants, 
of returning to the same perch night after night. The males 
moult their long trains after the breeding-seiison, with the other 
feathers, about September in Northern India, and the new train 
is not fully grown till March or April. In the South of India the 
change of plumage and breeding-season are several months later. 
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Peafowl are polygamoua; several maJes, with their tails and trains 
raised vertically and expianded, may be seen strutting about and 

showing off ’’ before the hens. The latter Jay usually G or 7 eggs, 
for the most part in the rainy season from June to September. 
The nest is a hollow scratched in the ground, lined with a few 
twigs or leaves or a little grass, and the eggs are strong and 
glossy, closely pitted, whitish to reddish buff in colour, and they 
measure about 2-74 by 2H>o. 

1325. Pa VO muticus. The Hurrnese or Javan Peafowl, 

Ptivo imiticLis, Lmn. Sy»t. Nat. i, p. 20B (17(i6) j IPf/th, Cat'p. 
id. Itm, I8t)7, p. 152; Hume ^ Oatrs^ iS. F. iii, p. IGo ; Bhjth 
U aid. Birds Burm. p. 147 ; Hume ^ Dav. S. F. >i, pp. 420, 520 ; 
Anders. Yunnan Fxped.^ Avesy p. t>G8 ; Hume Marsh. Game B. 
i,p. y«‘i, pi. ; Humcy Cat. no. 803 bis; Fassoriy S. F. ix, p. 202 ; 
Oatesy B. B. ii, p, 312; Oyilvie-Granty CM. B. M. xxii, p. 1^7}. 

Pavo spioiter, Shaw Nodd. Nat. Mise. xvi, pL 041 (circa 1800). 

Pave javauiciis, llorsf. Tr. Linn. Soc. xiii, j). 185 (1821). 

HtmUf Udomiy liurm. ; Maraity Tulain ; Tusixiy Karen ; Bourony marahy 
Malay. 

This Peafowl is distinguished from the preceding by the crest, 
which is composed of lanceolate feathers v\ebbed throughout and 
green changing to blue in coloiir. The neck in both sexes is covered 
with scale-like featliers, olive-bronze in colour, with purple and 
green centres and a narrow black border. In the male ot F, muticue 
all the outer surface of the wings is blackish brown, glossed with 
green and purple, without bars; the primaries are lufous buff, 
paler than in P,cri^tatns; all other quills and the tail-feathers 
blackish brown. The train is more tinged, especially in the middle, 
M'ith cop])er, bronzy-violet in certain lights ; the thighs are coloured 
like the abdomen. 

The femaU has the bead, neck, wings, and lower surface like tlie 
male, but the back, scapulars, and tertiaries are dark brown with 
paler mottled cross-bars ; the upper lail-eoverts are as long as the 
tail, golden green with pale rufous mottled cross-bars ; there are 
similar cross-bars on the blackish-brown tail-feathers. 

Bill and legs horny brown ; irides brown ; facial skin blue on 
the upper, yellow on the lower and posterior partsS. 

Length of males with full-grown train 6 to 7| feet, without 
train about 45 inches ; tail 22 ; wing 18'5; tarsus 6*25 ; bill from 
gape 2*25. P'emale : tail 16 ; wing 17*5 ; tarsus 5*5. 

Distrilmtwn, Chittagong and Arrakan, and thence locally and by 
no means abundantly throughout Burma to JSiatn, Cochin China, 
and the Malay Peninsula, also in Java. The occurrence of this 
Peafowl ill Sumatra is doubtful. 

JJabitSy Yery simillar to those of P. <m$taiu^ but, probably 
owing to persecution. Ibis species is a very shy bird. JLittle is 
known of the nidificatiau, except that near Mouimein the breeding- 
season is in the monsoon, hereas in Pegu the eggs are laid about 
March. 
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Genus ABGXJSIANIJS, Bafiuesque, 1815. 

The true Argus Pheasants are large birds distinguished by the 
enormous development of the secondary quills, which are of great 
breadth, nearly twice as long as the primaries in males, and 
decidedly longer than the primaries in females, and by the long 
median tail-feathers of the males, more than twice the length of 
the next pair. There are 12 feathers in the tail, which is 
graduated ; the tarsus is long, without any spur ; and the sides 
of the face, the chin, throat, and fore parts of the neck are naked. 
The plumage is spotted with black, brown, buff, and white, 
forming singularly beautiful patterns. 

Two species are known — one from South Tenasserim, the Malay 
Peninsula, and Sumatra, the other from Borneo ; a third is in- 
dicated by some feathers of unknown origin. An allied form, 
lihmiardtim ocellatus^ is found in Tonquin. 

1326, Argusianus argus. The Argus Pheasant, (Fig. 12, p. 64.) 

Phasianus argiis, Linn. Syst. Nat i, p. 272 (irOH). 

Argus gigauteus, Temm. Pig. et Gall, ii, p. 410 (1813), iii, p. (578; 
Mlylh, Cat. p. 242; Hume, S, F. ii, p. 481, iii, p. 324; Hume 
Dav, IS. F. vi, p. 427 ; Hume Marsh. Game B. i, p. 00, pi. ; 
Jlufne, Cat, no. 803 ter ; Bclater^ P. Z. 8. 1870, p. llo, pi. vii 
(chick), viii, tig. 1 (egg). 

Argus pavoniuus, Gray in Ilardw, III. Ind. Zool. i, pi. 30 J (1830- 
32).^ 

Argusianus giganteus, lUyth, Birds Barm, p. 148. 

Argu^iaiius argus, OateSj B. B. ii, p. 313; Oyilvte Grants Cat. B. 3/. 
xxii, p. 363. 

QitoUy Boromj quouj Kwang^ Malay ; Kyek-wahy Siamese (Bankasoon). 

Coloration. Male. Middle of crown and short hairy occipital 
crest black ; back of neck speckled grey ; upper back, scapulars, 
and wing-coverts black with buff spots and streaks ; lower back 
and rump clear buff’ with scattered black spots ; quills buff or 
grey, varying in tint, and variously spotted and banded ; a baud of 
rufous, minutely speckled with white, along the basal portion 
of the inner web of each primary near the shaft, and a row of 
peculiar ocelli, shaded like a ball in a socket *y along the shaft on 
the outer web of each secondary; inner edges of most secondaries 
unspotted white ; large middle tail-feathers blackish, shading into 
slaty grey on the inner web and into chestnut on the outer, tipped 
with dirty white and speckled throughout with small black- 
bordered white spots; other rectrices the same, but blackish 
nearly throughout and much spotted ; lower parts rufous brown, 
with narrow undulating bars of black, rufous, and buff*. 

Female. Crown and crest-feathers buff wdth black edges, the 

* Darwin (‘Descent of Man,’ ii, pp. 141-151) has shown that there is 
on the secondaries of this Pheasant a complete gradation irotn simple spots to 
these wonderful ocelli. 
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crefet fuller than in the male; lower neck all round chestnut, 
passing on the back into black vermiculated and mottled with 
chestnut and buff, which form mottled bars on the lower back, 
rump, and upper tail-coverts ; scapulars, wing-coverts, and second- 
aries black, more coarselv vermiculated with buff than the back ; 
jirimaries chestnut, speckled with black ; tail-feathers black w ith 
chestnut veriniculation ; lower parts from neck chestnut, speckled 
with black, paler and greyer on the abdomen. 

Bill and claws white with a bluish tinge ; irides bro\\Ti ; facial 
kin dull blue; legs and feet red, briglit in males, paler in females 
( Davison), 

Length of male about (> feet; tail 50 inches ; wing (primaries) 
18, to end of secondaries 84; tarsus 4*5; bill from gape I T. 
Length of female 'zd ; tail 18 ; wing 12 ; tarsus 8*0. 

Distribution, The Malay Peninsula and Sumatra, with the LaOvS 
Mountains in Siam, and the extreme southern portion of Tenas- 
serim, around Bankasoon, Malevvoon, and the Upper Pakchan. 

Habits^ 4’C, Much of our knowledge of this remarkable Pheasant 
in the wild state is deri\ed from Jlavison. The Argus is only 
found in evergreen forests, and both males and females are solitary. 
They feed on fruit, insects, &c., and both sexes have loud but 
different calls, rej)eated ten or a dozen times, that may be beard 
at a great distance. Each male clears a level open spot six or 
eight yards square, \\hich he keeps scrupulously clean from dead 
leaves, weeds, &c., and here the bird remains all day, only roaming 
in the morning and evening in search of food, and roosting at 
night on a tree close by. These birds do not pair, and are said to 
have no regular breeding-season ; the ben lays, it is said, 7 or 8 
eggs in a rude nest on the ground' The eggs laid in conlinement 
are of a rich coffee-colour, finely punctured throughout, and 
measure about 2*0 by 1 ‘It. 


Genus POLTPLECTEUM, Temm., 1813. 

The Peacock Pheasants have a speckled plumage, and in typical 
forms the wings and tail are ornamented with glossy purple and 
green ocelli, especially in males. The sexes differ. The tail is of 
inoderate length and much rounded ; it contains 20 to 24 feathers, 
the middle pair being twice as long as the outer in males, and 
about half as long again in females. The sides of the face are 
nearly or quite naked. The 1st primary is much the shortest of 
all, the 2ad is shorter than the 10th, and the 6th generally longest. 
The tarsus is much longer than the middle toe and claw, and there 
are two, sometimes three, spurs on each leg in males. 

Sixspecies are known, rangingthrough the Indo-Chinese countries 
and the Malay Archipelago, ^"cne occurs west of the Bay of Bengal, 
and only a single species is known to be found wild within the 
Indian Empire. 
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1327. Polyplectrum chiuquis. The Orey Peacoch-Fheasant. 

Pavo chinquis, Naiurtiyst. Supjd. p. 121 (1785). 

Pavo tibetanus, Gm. SysL Nat. pt. 2, p. 731 (1788). 

Polyplectron chiriquis, Temm. Piy. et Gall, ii, p. 3(33 ; Blythj Cat. 
p. 241 ; Blyth Wald. lUrds Bunn. p. 148 ; Hume Inglis^ S. F. 
V, p. 40; Sclater, P. Z. S. 1879, p. ]K>, pi. viib tig. 2 (egg); 
SalDado7'{, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v, p. (319; Oqiloie Grant. Cat. 
B. M. xxii, p. 354. 

Polyplectron albocellatum ( Temm.), Cuv. It'eg. An. t^d. 2®, i, p. 474 
(1829). 

I*olyplectrori cyclospilum, ateloapilum, & enicoapilurn, G. Ii. Gray, 
List Sp. Birds B. M., Gallince^ pp. 23, 24 (18(37). 

I’olyplectron thibfitapimi, Hume J)av. S. F. vi, pp. 432, 521 ; Hume 
4’ Mat'sh. Game. B, i, p. 105, pi. ; Oates^ B. B. li, p. 315. 
Polyplectrum tibetanum, Godw.-Aust. J. A. B. B. xxxix, pt. 2, 
p. 272 ; xlv’, pt. 2, p. 83 ; Hume^ Cat. no. 803 quat. ; Bingham^ S. F. 
ix, p. 195 ; Fasson, ibid. p. 203 ; Hume, B. F. xi, p. 300; Waddell, 
Gazetteer, Bikhiin, p. 229. 

l\)lyplectrou belente, Oates, Ibis, 1883, p. 130, pi. v. 

Munnoivur, ILgodahuk, Aaaam ; Deo-durug, Deo-dirrik, Garo hills ; 
Aat-inor, Chittagong; HounAcahh, Arrakan and Pegu; Shwe^dong, 
Tenassorim. 



Pig. 14. — Head of ik 


Coloration. Coronal feathers lengthened, hair-like. Whole 

plumage, except the chin and throat which are white, dull greyish 
brown, with small v^hite or whitish spots that unite to form 
broken bars on the neck and upper breast ; each feather of the 
upper back, scapulars, and later secondaries, and nearly all the 
\ying-covert8, tipped by a large rounded ocellus of glossy violet 
changing to green, with a border of black and a broader outer 
rim of greyish white ; a pair of similar ocelli, but larger and oval 
and green changing to purple, near the end of each tail-feather 
and of each of the longer upper tail* coverts. 

Female, Dull dark brown, mottled and speckled with pale 
brown; the ocelli of the male represented by blackish -brown 
spots or blotches, with a slight violet or green gloss, and by the 
tips of the feathers being thickly speckled with white, sometimes 
tinged with rufous on the scapulars and tertiaries ; these patches 
are most glossy on the secondaries and on some of the toil- 
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feathers, but are wanting on the middle roctrices, on several of the 
outer pairs, and on the longer tail-eoverts ; chin and throat 
whitish. 

In males the upper inaudible and tip of the lower are black, 
rest of lower mandible and facial skin pale yellow ; irides white ; 
legs and feet blackish. In females the bill is brown, paler beneath ; 
facial skin pale dingy fleshy yellow ; irides deep grey ; legs plum- 
beous {Davmm). 

Length of male about 25 ; tail 14 ; wing 8*5 ; tarsus 3 ; bill from 
gape 1 3. Length of female 19 ; tail 9 ; wing 7*5 ; tarsus 2*75. 

Distrihuiion. Hill-ranges of Assam, extending along the base of 
the Himalayas west to Sikbim, where specimens were recently 
obtained by Dr. Waddell ; also south of the Assam valley and 
throughout the whole of Burma, except Pegu, as far south as 
Mergui and the Laos Mountains in Siam. 

Habits, <^c, A shy bird, inhabiting dense hill-forest, and but 
rarely seen, though more often heard ; it has a harsh call, something 
like a bark often repeated, and generally uttered whenever the 
bird hears the report of a gun. The breeding-season is about 
April and May, but very little is known of the nidiflcation. In 
captivity these birds pair; the hen lays always two eggs and has 
two or three broods in the year, but in the wild state the number 
of eggs is said to be larger. The eggs are buff in colour, and 
measure about 2 by 1*45. The young when hatched run behind 
the hen, concealing themselves beneath her broad tail. 

P. bicalcaratum, L., distinguished by having the upper parts 
pale brown spotted with black, and by the male having a violet 
crest and only one ocellus on each of the outer tail-feathers, 
inhabits the Malay Peninsula, aud may perhaps occur in {Southern 
Tenasserim, but its existence there is extremely doubtful. 

Some tail-feathers of a Polyplectrum, found in a Lushai village, 
were at first referred by Hume (S, P. i, p. 36) to a new species, 
P, intermedius, but were subsequently regarded by him (S. E. v, 
p. 118, vii, p. 426 ; Game B. i, p. Ill) as belonging to P, germaini, 
Elliot, a Cochin-Chinese species. The small pale spots on these 
tail-feathers are less closely set than in P. chinquis, and are pale 
buff on a hair-brown ground, not greyish white on a grey-brown 
ground; the ocelli, too, are more elongate and emerald-green, 
it, of course, remains to be seen whether a distinct form inhabits 
the Lushai country, for it is not very probable that these tail- 
feathers w^ere brought from a great distance. 


Genus GALLUS, Brissoii, 1760. 

This well-marked genus contains the Jungle-fowl, the typical 
species, G, ferrugineusy being clearly the form from which domestic 
fowls are derived. The Jungle -fowl are closely allied to 
Pheasants, and exhibit the same sexual difference of plumage. 
The males have a fleshy longitudinal coronal crest, kjxown as the 
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“comb/’ which is small or rudimentary in females; and males of 
all Indian species have a wattle or lappet on each side of the throat, 
whilst the sides of the face are mainly or wholly naked in both 
sexes. The tail is laterally compressed and composed of 14 or 10 
feathers (14 in all Indian species); the middle pair in the male 
are about twice as long as the next pair and nearly four times as 
long as the outer rectrices ; the ends of: these long middle tail- 
feathers diverge and droop when the tail is raised. The feathers 
of the neck and of the sides of t])e rump form long hackles in the 
males. The 1st primary is considerably shorter than the 10th. 
Tarsus much longer than the middle toe and claw, and armed in 
males with a long sharp spur. 

Jungle-fowl are forest birds, found singly or in small parties 
in woods or bushy tracts or high grass, and especially in bamboo- 
jungle. Though essentially polygamous they are often found in 
pairs. They feed on grain and other seeds, fruit and insects, 
worms, snails, &e. Tour distinct wild species, besides some 
doubtful forms, are known, ranging throughout the greater part 
of the Oriental region ; three occur within British limits. 

Key to the Species. 

A. Comb and spurs developed. 

a. IV eck-hackles yellow or red, without spots. 


a\ Breast black G.ferrnyineus S ^ p. 75. 

b'. Breast reddish orange G. tafmjetiii (5 , p. 77. 

h. JX eck-hackles blackish, with glossy white 

and yellow spots G, sonnerati c?, p. 78. 

. No spurs, and a rudimentary comb. 
a. Breast rufous, with narrow pale shaft- 
lines G. ferruyinem 5, p. 7t). 

h. Breast mottled, with white shaft-stripes. G. lafayettii J , p. 78. 
c. Breast black, with broad white shaft- 

stripes 6r. sonnerati J , p. 79. 


1328. Glallus ferrugineua. The lied JunyU-fowL 

Phasianus gallus, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 270 (1760). 

Tetrao ferrugineua, Gni. ISyst. Nat i, 2, p. 761 (1788). 

Gallus bankiva, Temm.Fiy. etGulL ii.p. 87 (18J3) ; Gray in Hardnj. 
1(1. Ind. Zool. i, pi. 48, tig. 3 $ . 

Gallus ferrugineus, Blythy Vat. p. 242 ; Jerdmy B. 1. iii, p. 536 ; Blyth, 
Ibisy 1867, p. 154 ; Blanfiyrdy J. A. S. B. xxxvi, pt. 2, p. 199 ; 
BeavaUj IfnSj 1868, p. 381; Godw.-^Amt. J.A.S.B. xxxix, pt. 2, 
p. 272; xlv, pt. 2, p. 83; Humey N. E. p. 528 ; Bally JS. F. ii, 
p. 426 ; vii, p. 225 ; Blyth Wald. Birds hurm. p. 148 ; Hunie 
Marsh. Qaim B, i, p. 217, pi. ; Anders. Yunnan Exped.y AveSy 
p. 669 ; Hmne Duv. S. F. vi, pp. 442, 521 ; Humey Cat. no. 812 ; 
Bcully, S. F. viii, p. 348 ; Oatesy B. B. ii, p. 322 ; Mnrshaliy Ibis, 
1884, p. 423 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 304 ; Oates m Humes N. ^ E. 
2nd ed. iii, p. 417. 

Gallus gallus, Ogilvie Grant, Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 344. 

Jmgio^nmrgh S t Jmgli'^nmryfu. $ , Bm murghi, Ii. ; JKukm, Kukm^ 
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J?<iw^w7£<ir, Bengali, &c. ; Ganja ^Xjinyhi, Lepcba ; Nag-- 

Ue-ja^ Bhot. ; Bir^mn, Kol, ; Gera gogor cJ, Kuru 5 y Uond, ; Tau-^kyet, 
Burm. 

Coloration, Male. Crown and long hackles at ba<*k and sides 
of neck and on lower throat golden brown to orange-red, pale- 
shafted, passing on tlie longer neck-hackles into straw-yellow, 
generally with lanceolate dark br(»w^n shaft-stripes; upper back 
with the smaller and greater secondary-coverts black, glossed green 
or purple ; scapulars and median coverts glossy chestnut-red ; 
quills and primary-coverts blackish brown, with metallic gloss on 
the tertiaries ; narrow outer edges of primaries pale, and broad 
outer borders of secondaries and tertiaries dull cinnamon ; lower 
back and rump very dark chestnut, shading into golden red or 
orange on the ends of the long lanceolate feathers at the sides of 
the rump ; long upper tail-coverts and tail blai k with green or 
purple gloss ; lower parts from neck brownish black with little 
or no gloss. 

After the breeding-season, about June, the long hackles and 
tail-feathers are replaced by short black feathers, but are resumed 
by a second moult in September. 

Female. Crown dull rufous, dark-shafted ; forehead and super- 
cilia, continued as a bund round the fore neck, bright chestnut ; 
back and sides of neck blackish, the feathers edged with dirty 
yellow ; upper parts finely vermieulated black and browm, with 
narrow yeliow'ish-white sluift-lines ; quills and tail dark brown, 
the outer webs of the secondaries and of the inner tail-feathers, 
and both webs of the median rectrices, finely mottled with pale 
yellow ; low er plumage light rufous brown, with paler shaft-stripes ; 
chin and throat light brownish grey. 

• Chicks have a faw n-coloured head, w ith a deep rufous black- 
edged triangular patch on the nape, pointed in front ; a black 
stripe from behind each eye ; a chestnut back, bordered by creamy 
and black stripes ; and grey wdngs, spotted wuth white. 

Bill dark brown, reddish towards the base in males, horny 
brown in females ; irides light red to orange-red ; comb and wattles 
crimson ; sides of face paler red. There is in this species a second 
pair of lappets, one beneath each ear, white or pinky white in 
Indian, red like the comb in Burmese and Malayan birds. Legs 
and feet plumbeous or slaty. 

Length of male about 26; tail 11 to 13; wing 9; tarsus 3; 
bill from gape 1-25. Lengtli of female about 17 ; tail 6 ; wing 
7*25 ; tarsus 2*4 ; bill from gape 1. 

Distribution. Throughout the Lower Himalayas from Assam to 
Kashmir, also throughout Bengal, Orissa, the Northern Circars, 
Assam, and the countries to the southward, all Buma and the Malay 
Peninsula, with Sumatra, Siam, and Cochin China. In the Penin- 
sula of India, south of the Gangetic plain, the limit of this species, 
as Capt. Porsyth showed, is approximately the same as that of the 
s^l-tree {Shorea rohusta).^ the Bed Jungle-fowl being found as far 
west as Manila, Eaipur, and Bastar, and south to the Godavari 
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above Rajahmundrv. An isolated wood oE sal- trees in the Denwa 
valley, close to Pachmarhi, is inhabited by Qallus ferrugineuSy 
though O, sonnerati occurs all around and for 150 miles to the 
eastward. G, ferrugineus occurs in Java and in many of the 
other Malay islands besides Sumatra, but it has probably been 
introduced. No Jungle-fowl are known to occur on the Anda- 
mans or Nicobars, but some wild birds, doubtless descended from 
tame progenitors, are met with on the Great and Little Cocos. 

The Burmese race has a red ear-lappet, as have most domestic 
birds ; its crow, too, is more like that ot tame cocks, and it is said 
to he more easily domesticated than the Indian form with a white 
ear-lappet. 

HahitSy Though essentially a forest bird this Jungle-fowl is 
often found feeding in cultivated ground near forest in the 
mornings and evenings. It ascends the Himalayas and breeds up 
to an elevation of about 5000 feet, keeping much to the valleys. 
The calls of both sexes resemble those of tame birds, but the 
cock’s crow is shorter, especially the concluding note. The cocks 
are highly pugnacious, especially in the breeding-season, which 
lasts from the end of March to July iu the Himalayas, but com- 
mences, rather earlier to the southward. The hens lay usually 
5 to 6 pale buff eggs, sometimes more (9 and even 11 have been 
found in one nest), in a hollow on the ground, sometimes well 
lined with gi'ass and dead leaves, but often with little or no lining. 
The eggs measure about 1*78 by 1*80. Jungle-fowl afford fair 
shooting when they can be driven by men or elephants and made 
to fly, and young birds in the cold season are excellent to eat. 


1329. Gallus lafayettii. T/ie Ceylon Jungle-fowh 

Gallus lafayettii, Less. TraiUy p. 491 (1831) ; Hurney 
id. 8. F. vii, p. 429 ; id. Cat. no. 812 bis ; Hume ^ Marsh. Game 
B. i, p. 241, pi. 5 I^ggCy Birds Ceyl. p. 736, pis. xxxi, xxxii ; Oates 
m Hmne's N. E. 2n(i ed. iii, p. 422 j Oyilvie Grants Cat. B. M. 
xxii, p, 348. 

Gallus stanleyi. Gray in Itardw. 111. Ind. Zool. i, pi. 43, fig. 2 5 
(1830-32); Blyth^ Cat. p. 243; J.,ayard, A. M. N. H. (2) xiv, 
p. 62 ; Blythj Ibis, 1867, p. 307 ; Holdsworth, F. Z. 8. 1872, 
p. 468. 

WellAcukula S j Weli-kikili 2 ? Cing. ; Kdda Koli, Tam. 

Coloration, Male, Hackles of neck and all small wing-coverts 
deep straw to golden yellow, dark-shaft,ed, passing into dull 
brownish red on the crown and into bright ferruginous red on the 
back, scapulars, elongate median wing-coverts, and long feathers 
at the sides of the rump, ail with blackish shaft-stripes ; lower 
back, middle of rump, and upper tail-coverts glossy violet, the 
two former witli chestnut edges to the feathers ; greater wing- 
coverts black, part of the outer webs chestnut ; primaries dark 
brown ; secondaries black, slightly glossed with purple ; tail-feathers 
black, the middle pair and outer webs of the next three or foiic 
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richly glossed with purple ; fore neck glossy violet ; breast ferru- 
ginous red with dusky shaft-stripes, passing on the abdomen into 
dark brown. 

Female. Crown dark brown, rufescent anteriorly ; feathers of 
neck mottled dark brown and buff and bordered with light brown ; 
back and wing-covei ts finely mottled dark brown and buff, with 
narrow whitish shaft-stripes ; rump and tail the same, but more 
rufous and without the pale shafts ; primaries dark brown, with 
pale spots on the outer w^ebs ; secondaries and greater coverts 
black, with mottled buff cross-bars, especially on the outer webs ; 
upper breast mottled black and brown, with broad buff shaft- 
stripes that become broader on the lower breast, which, with the 
abdomen, is chiefly white with black or dark brown edges and 
submarginal bands, disappearing towards the vent ; under tail- 
coverts like tail. 

Young males resemble females except that the upper parts are 
more rufous and the low^er parts without any w’hite. 

In males the bill is brownish red, lower mandible paler ; iris 
light golden yellow ; comb bright red, with a large interior yellow 
])atch ; face, throat, and w'attles livid or purplish red ; legs and 
feet wm-yellow\ brownish anteriorly. Females have the upper 
mandible dark brown, the low^er yellowish ; iris yellowish olive ; 
tarsi and feet brownish in front, yellow behind (Legge). 

Length of males with fully-grown tails 26 to 28 ; tail 13 to 15 ; 
wing 9*5; tarsus 3; bill from gape 1*3. Length of females 14; 
tail 5; wing 7*5; tarsus 2*5; bill from gape 1*1, 

Distrihution, Throughout Ceylon, more common in the dry 
jungles of the North and in the hills of the Southern Province. 

Habits, ^c. Very similar to those of G. ferrugimus. The crow 
of the cock is different, being commonly represented by “ George 
Joyce with a low preliminary cluck. Either the breeding-season 
in various parts of Ceylon varies greatly or these birds breed at all 
seasons. The eggs vary in number from two to four according to 
Legge, six to twelve teste Layard,and much resemble those of other 
species of Jungle-fowd. 

1330. Gallns sonnerati. The Grey Jungle-fowl. 

Gallus sonnerati, Temm. Pig. et Gall, ii, p. 246 (1813) ; iii, p. 650 ; 
id. PL Col. nos. 232, 233 ; Blyth^ Cat. p. 243 ; Jerdon, B. I. iii, 
p. 539 ; Blavford, J. A. 8. B. xxxvi, pt. 2, p. 199 ; Hume, N. ^ E. 
p. 531 ; Butler, 8. F. iv, p. 5 ; v, p, 222 ; ix. p. 421 ; Hume ^ 
Board, 8. F. iv, p. 404 ; Hume 8f marsh. Game B. i, p. 231, pi. ; 
Hume, Cat. no. 813 ; Vidal, 8. F. ix, p, 76 ; Butler, ibid, pp. 205, 
421 ; Havidson, 8. F. x, p. 316; Davison, ibid. p. 409; Barnes, 
Birds Bom. p. 304 ; Oates in Hume^s ^ E. 2na ed. iii, p. 420 ; 
Ogdvie Grant, Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 360. 

JanglirmurgM, H. ; Komri, Mt. Abu ; Pardah Komrt, Gondhi, Chanda; 
Man-komhadi, Mahr. ; Kattu kozhi or hdi, Tam. ; Adavikode, Tel. ; 
KoU, Kad-koli, Can. 

OohrtUton. Male. Crown and neck-hackks blackish, the feathers 
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with white shafts, a white spot near the end, and a gVossy brownish- 
yellow spot at the lij), both resembling sealing-wax, and formed 
by the webs of the feathers being soldered together; back, rump, 
and lesser wing-coverts black, the feathers wdth white shafts and 
grey edges, the long feathers at the side of the rump and some of 
the upper tail-coverts with yellowish wax-like spots along the shafts 
and ith ferruginous edges ; scapulars and median wing-coverts 
black, with white shaft-stripes, which expand into long, lanceolate, 
browmish- orange, wax-like spots, fringed at the end with chestnut; 
greater coverts black, with white shall s ; primaries dark brown, 
with pale shafts and outer borders ; secondaries black, slightly 
glossed ; upper and lower tail-co Averts and tail black, the shorter 
upper coverts glossed with purple-bronze, the longer with purple, 
and the median rect rices and outer edges of the others with bluish 
green ; lower parts blackish grey, the feathers Avith broad white 
shaft-stripes and pale grey edges, passing into uniform brownish 
grey on the lower abdomen, the flanks tinged A^ith ferruginous 
red. The neck-hackles are replaced by black feathers, and the 
long rectrices by shorter plumes after the breeding-season, as in 
Q, ferru(jinem. 

Female, Crown and neck speckled broAAn, with pale shafts and 
borders to the feathers ; upper parts finely mottled with blackish 
brown and buff, the upper back and wing-coverts w itb flrie whitish 
shaft-lines ; quills and tail-feathers dark brown, mottled on the 
exposed ])ortion8 of the secondaries and rectrices ; chin and throat 
whitish ; breast and abdomen white, the feathers with black borders, 
broad on the upper breast, gradually disappearing on the abdomen. 

Bill yellowish horny ; comb, face, and wattles red ; irides orange- 
brown ; legs and feet horny yellowish {Jerden), Irides in male 
orange-red to wax-yellow (Davison), 

Length of males 24 to 32 ; tail 12 to 18 ; wing 9*5 ; tarsus 3 ; 
bill from gape 1*3. Length of female 18; tail 6; wing 8; 
tarsus 2*4. 

Disirihution. Throughout Southern and Western India in hilly 
and jungly ground. This Jungle-fowl is found near the eastern 
coast as far north as the Goddvari, and in the Central Provinces 
its limit is some distance east of Sironcha, Chilnda, and Seoni. 
It is found throughout the Nerbudeia Amlley west of Jubbul- 
pore, and in parts of Central India and Bajputana, as far as the 
Aravalis and Mount Abu, but no farther to the northward or 
westward. It is met with near Baroda, but has not been observed 
in Kattywar. It is common throughout the Western Ghats and 
Satpuras, and it is found, though not abundantly, on the tops of 
the Nilgiri and Pulney hills. 

Habits, Except that the present is a more shy and wary bird, 
a characteristic probably due to greater persecution, there is but 
little difference between the habita of the Bed and Grey Jungle- 
fowl. The crow of G. sonnerat^ howeA^er, is quite distinct. It is 
difficult to convey an idea of the sound ; Davison represents it as 
resembling kuck-haya-Jcya kuek^^ Mlowd by a low double- 
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syllable, like “ Jajukun, h/ukun,*^ repeated slowly and very softly, 
so as only to be beard at a short distance. The time of breeding 
varies: March and April on the eastern side of the Nilgiris, 
October to December on the western, but generally from March 
to July. From seven to thirteen buff eggs, measuring about 1*84 
by 1-38, are laid on the grouud, with a few dry leaves, as a rule, 
beneath them. 


Genus PHASIANUS, Linn., 1766. 

In the true Pheasants the tail is long in the males and greatly 
graduated, shorter in the females, but still longer than the wing, 
and composed in both sexes of 16 or 18 feathers. There is no 
crest, but there are small “ ear-tufts in the male, one on each 
side of the occiput. The area round the eye is naked. Wing well 
rounded ; first primary about equal to the 8th aud longer than the 
10th. 

Hexes very dissimilar; a spur on each tarsus in the male. 

This genus contains 20 species and ranges throughout temperate 
Asia from Eastern Europe to Japan, it is not represented in the 
Himalayas, but two species are found in Manipur and Burma. 

Key to the Species. 

a. 16 tail-feathers ; cross-bars on middle rectrices 

about an inch apart in female, much more in male. P. hutnicv, p. 80. 

b. 18 tail-feathers; black cross-bars on middle rec- 

trices much less than an inch apart in both sexes. P. eleyam^ p. 81. 

1331. Phasianus humiaB. Mrs. Humes Pheasant. 

Callophasis huiriias, Hume., S. F. ix, p. 461 (1881) ; xi, p. 302. 

Phasianus hiiniia?, Godivin-Amteriy P. Z. S. 1882, p. 715, pi. ii; 
W. Sclater, Ihis^ lb91, p. 152; Oyllvie Grants Vat. B.M. xxii, 
p. 335 ; Oates., Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. x, p. 112. 

Loe-nm^hoij Manipur. 

Coloration. Male. Crown browr^, tinged with olive and with 
traces of green metallic gloss ; chin dark brown ; neck all round, 
upper back, and upper breast black, the feathers near their edges 
glossed with steely blue, the velvety-biack centres only showing 
slightly ; smaller wing-coverts and interscapulars copper-coloured, 
shot with glowing fiery red ; a broad band of white feathers with 
black tips and bases across each wing and the scapulars ; parallel 
to this is a black band, glossed with bronze-green, formed by the 
tips of the chestnut median coverts ; greater coverts chestnut, 
tipped with white, forming a second white band ; quills dark brown, 
edged outside with chestnut, which grows broader on the second- 
aries and tertiaries, each of w'hich has a subterminal black bar 
and white or buff tip ; lower back and rump black with metallic 
purplish gloss, each feather fringed with white; upper taii- 
coverts and tail grey, the latter with bars, rather far apart, of 
black more or less mixed with chestnut, the outer feathers, 
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beginning with about the third pair from the middle, having a 
subterminal black band that grows broader on each pair, until on 
the outermost pair it nearly covers the feathers ; lower parts from 
middle of breast to vent chestnut, some breast-feathers with a 
black crescentic siibtorminal spot and both breast- and flank- 
feathers fringed with fiery red in some lights; vent and lower 
tail-coverts black with a greenish gloss. 

Female, General colour greyish brown, blotched with black and 
mottled with pale sandy : crown rufous, with dark brown centres 
to the feathers ; hind neck and upper back blotched with black, 
the feathers with irregular arrow-head-shaped white shaft-spots ; 
lower back and rump speckled and mixed with black and pale 
rufous ; inner scapulars mostly black, and some large black blotches 
on the wing-coverts, some of which have pale shafts, and the 
median and greater coverts whitish tips ; primaries blackish brown 
slightly speckled rufous, with white spots on the outer webs and 
mottled tips : secondaries black, mottled and banded with brown 
and tipped with rufous ; middle tail-feathers brown, speckled black, 
w ith black and whitish cross-bands ; outer tail-feathers chestnut' 
with imperfect black bars, each with a subterminal black band and 
white tip ; lower parts pale brownish rufous, wdth whitish bars 
and edges to feathers of the breast, upper abdomen, and flanks ; 
low’er abdomen whity brow^n ; under tail-coverts black, white, and 
chestnut mixed. 

liect rices 16. Bill of male greenish horny ; naked sides of face 
intense crimson ; irides orange ; legs and feet; pale drab (Hnme), 

Length of a male 33 ; tail 20*5 ; wing 8*7 ; tarsus 2*75 ; bill 
from gape 13. Females smaller : wing 8*25; tail 7 ; tarsus 2*3. 

Distribution. Hill-forests of Manipur, both north and south of 
the valley, and a considerable area in Upper Burma, specimens 
having been obtained by Oates near the Kuby Mines east of 
the Irrawaddy, and the occurrence of the species ascertained at 
Toimggyi in the southern Shan States. Only a very few skins of 
this species have hitherto been collected. 

1332. phasianus elegans. Stone's Pheasant. 

rimsianus elegans, FJliot, A. M. N. H. (4) vi, p. .^12 (1870) • id, 
Mem. Phas. ii, pi. 8 ; Ogilxne Grants Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 329. ^ 
Phasianus sladeni, Anderson, Elliot, P. Z. S. 1870, pp. 404, 408 
(descr. niiliri) ; Anderson, P. Z, S, 1871, p. 214 ; id. Yunnan 
Evped,, Ares, p. 671, pi. Hi. 

Coloration. Male, Crown and nape bronze-green ; remainder of 
head, neck, and breast dark green, passing more or Jess into blue 
at the sides of the neck; upper back and innermost wing-coverts 
chestnut, with wide paler tips ; scapulars the same, with black, 
buff-mottled centres ; the upper feathers of the mantle notched at 
the end ; lower back and rump-feathers dark green, broadly edged 
with greenish grey, their centres black with a concentric buff 
band ; upper tail-coverts greenish grey, the outermost at each side 
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rusty red ; wing-coverts greenish grey, pale-shafied ; iuner greater 
coverts br*>adly edged outside with purplish chestnut; quills 
brown, with a ievv pale markings, the innermost with black centres 
and chestnut edges ; tail-feathers rufous brown, middle |>air gene- 
rally greyer with purplish-red edges, all with broadish black cross- 
bars not far apart ; sides of breast chestnut, with black tips ; 
abdomen dark brou n in the* middle, green at the sides ; lower 
flanks dark chestnut. 

Female, U])per plumage mostly black, edged with whity brown ; 
feathers of the hind neck and u|)per neck n ith rufous centres and 
pale shafts, those of the rump with buff* cross-bars and broad light 
gre\’ish-brow'ii edges ; quills dark brown, \\ it.h })ale cross-bands ; 
tail with undulating narrow black and light greyish-brown cross- 
bars, that are bwader on the middle pair of rectrices, and traversed 
by ill-defined narrow whitish bands : chin and throat w hitish, rest 
of low er ])arts w hily brown, the feathers banded and speckled with 
blackish. 

Legs and feet of a male lead-colour, inclining to flesh-colour ; 
naked skin around eye scarlet 

Eectrices 18. Length of a male 27*5; tail 10; wing 0 ; 
tarsus 2-4; bill from gape 1*25. Length of a female 21 ; tail 9*5 : 
wing 8 ; tarsus 273, 

Diatrihution. Szechuen in China. This Pheasant was obtained 
also by Anderson in Yunnan, and by Oates from the Shan Sates 
of Eurma, where a specimen was shot by Lieut. II. li. Wallis. 

Genus CATREUS, Cabauis, 1851. 

d^he Clieer Pheasant was formerly referred to Fhasianm, but 
appears to deserve separation on account of being crested, and of 
its very different plumage. There is a simple occipital crest of 
considerable length in the male, shorter in the female. The tail, 
of 18 feathers, is in the male twice as long as the wing, and but 
little less in the female, the middle feathers four or five times as 
long as the outer pair. A large area on each side of the head is 
naked. The w iiig is rounded, and the male is armed w ith a strong 
spur on each tarsus, 

A single species. 

1333. Catreus wallichL The Cheer PheasanL 

Phasianiis w^allichii, liardwickcy Tr, Linn. Soc. xv, p, 166 (1827); 
Bhjth, Cat. }). 245 ; Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 627 ; StoUezka, J. A. S. B. 
XXX vii. pt. 2, p. 68; Hurney N. ^ E. p. 624; Hume ^ Marsh. 
Game B, i, p. 109, pi ; Hume, Cat. no. 809 ; Scully, S. F. viii, 
p. 346 ; C. H. T. Marshall, Ibis, 1884, p. 423 j Oates tn Humes 
N. ^ E. 2ud ed. iii, p. 412. 

Phasianus staceii, Qomd, Cent. pi. 68. 

Oatreus wallichii, Adams, P. Z. S. 1868, p. 499; Mitchell, ibid. 
p, 546, pis. 147 (young), 149, fig. 4 (egg) ; Ogilvie Grant, Cat. 
B. M. xxii, p. 317. 

Chihir, Chir, Nepal, Kunmun, Qarhwdl, &c, ; Bunchil, Eerril, hills 
noith ol Mussooree ; Ckdman, Kulu, Ohamba. 
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Ooloration, Mala, Crown and crest brown, each feather edged 
and tipped paler ; sides of head, where feathered, including the 



Fig. 15. — Head of C. wallichi^ ^ 


ear-coverts, brown, slightly more rufous ; neck all round, f 3 xcept 
behind, chin, and throat sullied white ; back of neck and upper 
back black, the feathers barred and tipped wuth white ; wing- 
coverts pale-shafted and barred butfy white and black, the colours 
broken up and mottled on the greater coverts and scapulars ; lower 
back, rump, and upper tail-co\erts dull rufous, each feather with 
a subterminal black band, glossed with green ; quills dark brown, 
irregularly edged and speckled with buff ; tail-feathers with alter- 
nating subequal broad cross-bars of white or buff and black mottled 
with grey, and replaced in parts by chestnut on the inner webs of 
the outer fearheis, generally a narrow detached black stripe in 
front of each black bar, the white or buff bars often speckled with 
black; breast and flanks buff or huffy white, the feathers barred 
w’ith black; mitldle of abdomen blackish, lower abdomen grey 
tinged with rufous on lower flanks and under tail -coverts.*^ 

Female, Eeathers of crown and crest dark brown, with buff 
edges ; supercilia and sides of bead brown, with broader whitish 
edges to the feathers ; chin and throat white ; neck all round and 
iip|)er breast black, with broad whitish edges ; feathers of the 
upper back barred black and chestnut, with whitish shaft-stripes 
and tips ; wdng-co verts mixed black and buff, white-shafted, and 
with wdiitish edges ; scapulars and greater coverts with whitish 
ends ; quills black, barred with buff on the outer webs and with 
rufous on the inner ; low^er back and rump greyish brown, mixed 
with black and buff ; tail brown, mottled and blotched with 
black, and with rather narrow, irregular, more or less black-edged 
whitish cross-bars ; lower breast rufous, the feathers pale-edged ; 
abdomen and 1 ow^(t tail -coverts isabelline, more or less with black 
crescentic subterminal bars, especially on the lower flanks and 
tail-coverts. 

Bill pale horny ; nude sides of head bright red ; irides yellowish 
hazel; legs and feet brown (Jerdot^). 

Length of males 34 to 40 (some are said to reach 46) ; tail 20 
to 23; wing 10; tarsus 2‘9; bill from gape 1*4. Injugth of 
females 24 to 29*5 ; tail about 14*5; wing 9 ; tarsus 2*6. 

Disiribution, From the neighbourhood of Khatmandu in Nepal 
to Ohamba, at elevations of from 4000 or 5000 to 10,000 feet in 
the outer Himalayas, not in the drier upper valleys. 
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liahiu, ^c. The Cheer h found chiefly fit elevations of about 
GOOO to 7000 feet on precipitous wooded hill-sides, but is 
capriciously and locally distributed. It generally, except in the 
breeding-season, associates in small parties, and its presence is 
usually betrayed by the loud crowing of both sexes morning and 
evening, and sometimes during the day. The crovi' is loud and 
peculiar, and is said by “ Mountaineer’’ (Mr. E. Wilson), in whose 
admirable accounts the habits of this and several other Himalayan 
Eheasants are fully described, to sound like cJiir-a-pir, cJih'-a-pir^ 
chir, cJiir, cliirwa^ chinva, but much varied. This Pheasant feeds 
on roots, which it digs up, grubs, insects, seeds, berries. &c., but is 
far inferior to the Koklas as food. It breeds from April to June, 
laying in a hollow’ scratched in the ground 9 to 14 pale stone- 
coloured eggs, almost devoid of markings, or slightly speckled, 
and measuring about 2*13 by 1*5. There is no nest. 


Genus PUCRASIA, G. R. Gray, 1S41. 

This genus of Pheasants, of which the Himalayan Pukras or 
Koklas is the type, is readily distinguished by having the upper 
tail-coverts nearly as long as the tail, and the sides of the head 
feathered. The tail, equal to the wung in length in the female, 
and a little longer in the male, consists of 16 feathers, and is 
wedge-shaped, the middle pair of rectrices being twice the length 
of the outer pair. The male has an elongate occipital crest, con- 
sisting of a median anterior tuft, differing in colour from the very 
elongate lateral posterior tufts ; the crest in the female is short. 
The wdiigs are much rounded. Tarsus about equal to the middle 
toe and claw in the female, longer and armed with a spur in 
males. 

Fucrasia ranges from Nepal to Afghanistan, and two species are 
found in China, but none in the Eastern Himalayas. The birds 
found within Indian limits appear to be varieties of one specific 
form. 

1334. Pnerasia macrolopha. The Koklas or Pukras Pheasant. 

Hatyra macrolopha, Less. Diet. Set, Nat. lix, p. 106 (1829). 

Phasianuspucrasia, Gray., in Ilardw. 111. hid. 'Aool. i, pi. 40 (1830*“82). 

Tragopan pucrasia, Temm. PI. Col. text to pi. 645 ; Mlyth, IhiSf 1806, 
p. 28, note. 

Pnerasia macrolopha, Gray^ Gen. B. iii, p. 603 ; Hutton^ J. A. 8. B, 
xvii, pt. 2, p. (394; Adams, P. Z. S. 1868, p. 500; 1859, p. 186; 
Jerdon, B. jL. iii, p. 624; Blyth, Ifris, 1867, p. 152; Stoliczka, 
J. A. S. B. XXX vii, pt. 2, p. 68; Hume Marsh. Game B. i, 
p. 159, pi. ; Hume, Cat. no. 808 ; C. H. T. Marsh. Ibis, 1884, 
p. 422 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ B. 2nd ed. iii, p. 411 ; Ogilme Grant, 
Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 811. 

Phasianus macrolopha, Blyth, Cat. p. 246. 

Pucrasia nipalensis, Gould, P. Z. 8, 1864, p. 100; Hume, 8. F. vii, 
p. 428 ; Hume ^ Marsh. Game B. i, p. 165, pi. ; Hume, Cat. 
no. 808 ter ; Sadly, 8. F. viii, p. 848. 

Pucrasia duvauceli, Bonap. C. M. xlii, p. 879 (1866) ; Flliot, Mm. 
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Phas. i, pU 28 ; id. Ibis, 1878, p. 125 ; Hume^ S. F. v. p. 138 ; vii, 
p. 124. 

Pucrasia biddulphi, G. P\ L. Marsh. Ibisj 1879, p. 461 ; id, S. F, 
viii, p. 445. 

PldSf Kashmir; Kukrola^ Chamba; Koak^ Kulu, Mandi; Koklds, 
KMa^ Simla to Almora ; Pokrdsy Bhote Pergiuuiabs of Kumauu and 
Garhwdl and Western Nepal. 



Fig. 16. — Head of 7*. niacrolopha^ 


Coloration. Male. Median occipital crest fawn-coloured, the 
very elongate lateral posterior tufts with the w liole head, nape, 
and throat black, richly glossed wdth dark green ; a large oblong 
white spot at each side of the neck ; upper parts to the rump grey 
with a brownish tinge, browner on the wdng-coverts and scapulars, 
each feather with a broad black lanceolate shaft-stripe, varying 
greatly in breadth, and confined, in old birds of the typical variety, 
to the basal half of the feathers on the sides of the lower back and 
rump ; scapulars and rump-feathers often with rufous shaft-stripes ; 
quills dark browni, with isabelline-buff outer borders ; later second- 
aries more or less mottled with rufous near the shafts ; long 
upper tail-coverts and middle tail-feathers varying from dull rufous 
to chestnut, with grey tips ; outer rect rices black, shading into 
chestnut on the outer webs towards the base, and narrowly tipped 
white ; fore neck, middle of breast and of upper abdomen chestnut; 
sides of breast and flanks like back ; lower abdomen dull rufous, 
pale-shafted ; under tail-coverts mixed chestnut and black. 

Female. Crown black, mixed with rufous or buft*; a short 
occipital crest, dark browni in front, buff with black spots behind ; 
supercilia buff; forehead and sides of head buff, with blackish 
borders to feathers ; ear-coverts black and rufous ; upper parts 
generally brown, the feathers with rufous-buff shaft-stripes, black 
lateral blotches, and the tips and edges much mottled wdth pale 
grey and buff, especially on the wings and rump ; tips of scapulars 
and of some wing-coverts whitish ; quills browm, mottled with 
buff on outer webs and tips ; longer tail-coverts and middle tail- 
feathers greyish brown speckled with black, and wdth irregular, 
black-edged, rufous-buff cross-bars, sometimes indistinct ; outer 
tail-feathers black, more or less replaced by chestnut on outer 
webs, except near the ends, the tips white ; chin and throat white ; 
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feathers of fore Keclc and sides of throat black-edged ; breast 
rufous buff, the lanceolate feathers with lateral submarginal black 
streaks and pale tips ; flanks similar, but less rufous ; middle of 
abdomen white, the anterior feathers ith dark brown centres ; 
vent-feathors and lower tail-coverts white at the end, mixed 
chestnut and black near tlie base. 

Eill black or dusky m males, dark horny in females ; irides dark 
brown ; legs and feet grey, tinged purplish in some males. 

Length of male about 24 ; tail 9 to 11 ; wing 0'5 ; tarsUwS 2*6 ; 
bill from gape 1*4. Length of female about 21 ; tail 8 ; wing 8*5 ; 
t arsus 2*25. 

B'ktrihution. On the Himalayas at elevations between about 
4000 feet and the upper limits of forest, from Juinla in Western 
Nepal to Kashmir. The supposed occurrence of this species in 
Bhutan is due to error. 

This species, as Hume and others liave shoAvn, is very variable. 
The chestnut on the breast and the black lanceolate stripes on the 
feathers of the back vaiy greatly in breadth. In typical l\ macro-' 
lopha^ from the N.W. Himalayas, the chestnut of the lower throat 
does not extend round the neck, and the feathers of the back, 
wing-coverts, and sides of the breast have their black shaft-stripes 
narrow, very often narrower than the grey edges. 

In P, nipalensis, from Western Nepal, these feathers of the 
back, &c.y are black, with narrow grey edges, and sometimes the 
shafts are. whitish, there being even in some individuals a narrow 
pale shaft-stripe. Sometimes also the feathers at tlie back and 
sides of the neck are partly chestnut. There is a gradual passage 
from P. macrolopha to P, nipalenais^ and both are highly variable. 
In the female of P. jiipaleiisis there is ofteii much chestnut on the 
tail-feathers. A skin with i*ather more chestnut than usual on 
the neck appears to have been figured in the ‘Planches Colorices/ 
no. 545, as Traejopan chivaucel. 

The variety from Western Kashmir, P, hiddtdphi^ has the 
chestnut of the breast mixed with black and extending round the 
neck ; the middle tail-feathers are greyer. This race resembles 
P. nipahnsis^ but the black shaft-stripes on the back are narrow ; 
it leads to P. castanca. 

This last species, P. cffstanea (Gould, P. Z. S. 1854, p. 90; 
Cat. B, M. xxii, p. 314), is only known by two skins said to 
have been obtained from Kafiristan, and now in the British 
Museum. The neck all round, upper back, breast, and flanks are 
chestnut, and the middle of the abdomen black. This form appears 
worthy of specific distinction, and it is said to occur in Yassin, 
ChitrjJ, and Swat ; but I cannot learn that any specimens from 
those countries have been clearly identified, so I do not for the 
present include P. castatiea in the Indian fauna. 

MahitSy The Koklas is a forest bird, usually found in coveys 
throughout the autumn and winter, singly or in pairs at other 
times. It keeps much to well-wooded slopes, lies well, and when 
flushed often rises with what “Mountaineer" calls a low screeching 
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chatter. The crow of the male, which is said to sound like 

kok-koJc-pokrass^^' is often heard in wild parts of the hills in tlie 
morning and evening, and, as with several otlier Pheasants, is 
frequently uttered when a gun is fired in the neighbourhood or 
after a peal of thunder. This bird is swift and difficult to shoot, 
as it, like other Himalayan Pheasants, often dies with great rapidity 
down the steep hill-sides ; it is said to be the best of all for the 
table. It lives chiedy on leaves and buds, but it also feeds on seeds, 
berries, fruit, and insects. It breeds from April to June, and lays 
about 9 pale buff eggs, often speckled or thinly blotched with 
brownish retl, and measuring on an average 2*0-^ by 1*47. They 
are laid in a hollow scraped in the ground without any nest. 

Genus LOFHUBA, Fleming, 1822. 

The Fireback Pheasants, which form the present genus, only 
differ from Ge7ina?as (1) in having a fuller crest, which occupies 
the greater part of the crown instead of being confined to the 
OL'cipiit, and forms a brush of hare shafted feathers ending in hair- 
like plumes; (2) in the rump of the male bcMiig liery bronze-red. 
The male, too, is more richly uietailic in colour, and the female is 
chestnut above, not brown. 

The tail, of lb feathers, is laterally compressed, and in the male 
the median featlnu’s diverge considerably at the ends, the third 
pair from the miildle being slightly the longest ; outer pairs much 
vshorter. 

Three species arc known, ranging from South Tenasserim 
through the Malay Peninsula, Siam, and Cambodia to Sumatra anil 
Borneo. Only one occurs in British Burma. 

1335, Lophura rnfa. YieWot's Flre-hcwkcd Phmmnt. 

IMiasianus riifus, Raffles^ Tr. Linn, Soc. xiii, p. d21 (1822). 

Euplocamiis ignitus, apiid Gvay^ in Hardw. III. Lid. /,ooL ii, p. 39 ; 

Jili/fh, Cat. p. 243; id. Bh'ds Barm. p. 149; nea Shaw Nodder. 

Juiplocftiniis vicillotti, G. II. Gray, Lint Gen. li. 2ud ed. p. 77 (1841) ; 

Ilumi f S.F, V, p. 119 ; id. <jj* I)av. S. F. vi, p. 438; id. <5r Marsh. 

Game B. i, p. 213, pi.; Hame, Cat. no. 811 quint; Oates, B. B. 

ii, p, 320. 

Fiiplocamus rufus, Iliime^ S. F. v, p. 121. 

lophura ruta, Oyilvie Grant, Cal. B. M. xxii, p. 280. 

Coloration, Male, PI unixige above and below^ deep metallic violet, 
except on the lower back, which is fiery metallic red, passing into 
chestnut on the rump ; the median two pairs of tail-feathers and 
the tips or inner webs of the next pair, which are white; the 
Feathers of the sides of the breast and the flanks, which have 
fusiform white shaft-stripes ; and the quills, outer tail-feathers, 
middle of breast, and abdomen, which are bltick. 

FemiU, Upper plumage chestnut-rufous, finely vermlculated 
with black ; the head, hind neck, and upper back sometimes 
not vermiculated ; quills and tail-feathers the same, inner webs 
of quills darker, the rufous mottling disappearing on the first 
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primaries; chin and throat thinly clad with white feathers ; fore 
neck and upper breast chestnut, the feathers with narrow white 
edges, passing into the black feathers, with w hite borders all round, 
of the breast and flanks ; abdomen white ; vent and under tail- 
coverts black and dull chestnut mixed. Young males resemble 
females. 

Bill whitish in males, upper mandible dark horny browm, lower 
horny white in females ; irides red ; facial skin smalt-blue ; legs 
and feet vermilion-red (Davison), 

Length ot* male about 28; tail 11; wing 11*5; tarsus 4*/ ; 
bill from gape 1*7. Length of female 23; tail 8 ; wing 10; 
tarsus 3‘6. 

Distnhution, Sumatra and the Malay Peninsula, with the 
southernmost part of Tenasseriin, south of Tenasseriin town. 

Habits^ By Davison this Pheasant was found inhabiting the 
evergreen forests in parties of five or six, the males sometimes 
apart. The males make a whirring sound with their wings, but 
were not heard to crow. On one occasion Davison saw an Argus 
Pheasant (Argusianus argus) driven from its clearing by a I ire- 
back. An egg of this species laid by a captive hen in July was 
coloured pale ca/e-au4ait and measured 2*25 by 1*68. 

Crosso 2 )tilum, which approaches Lojtliura and its allies, is a very 
remarkable genus, with the sexes alike in plumage, black or slate- 
blue and white in colour, with a large tail of 20 to 24 feathers, 
the extremities of the middle pairs much curved. Two or three 
species are said to have been obtained in Tibet, but none of these 
has hitherto been found in the Himalayas, although Surgeon- 
Major AVaddell was informed by Bhoteas that one species, probably 
C» tibetanum, inhabits some of the passes in Bhutan, 


Genus GENN-EUS, Wagler, 1832. 

The Kalij Pheasants of the Himalayas and the Silver Pheasants 
form a very natural genus. The head is crested in both sexes, the 
crest being formed of long narrow feathers, more loose-textured, 
hairy, aud elongate in males. The sides of the head are naked in 
both sexes, and crimson in colour ; the naked area ends beneath in 
a lappet in males. The tarsus is considerably longer than the 
middle toe and claw, and armed with a stout aud long spur in cock 
birds. The tail, of 16 feathers, is lengthened, compressed, and 
much graduated, the middle pair of feathers usually the longest, 
and divergent in males. The Ist primary is shorter than the 10th, 
Young males assume the adult plumage in the first year. 

All are forest birds, and with a tropical or subtropical habitat, 
the Himalayan species being found low^erdow n the hills than other 
Pheasants, The genus inhabits the Himalayas, Burma, China, 
and Formosa, and he majority of the species occur within Indian 
imifs. 
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Key to the Species. 


a. Upper parts to rump glossy black. 
a' . Featners of breast lanceolate, whitish. 
a" , Lower back and rump with white 
edges to feathers. 

Orest white 

Crest black 

Lower back and rump without any 

white 

b'. Feathers of breast black, not lanceolate, 

white bars on rump 

h. Upper parts black and white. 

c', Ujpper surface finely vermiculated .... 
d' . Uj)per surface with concentric bars 

on feathers 

c. Upper parts brown. 


e. No white V-shaped marks round neck . . 


f . White V-shaped marks round neck . . 


(j. albicristaius , p. 81). 
6r. leucomelanus d , p. 90, 

G. melanonotm d > P- 91. 

G, horsjieldi d ? p* 92. 

G. lineatus d ? P- 92. 

G. andcrsoni d? p* 94, 

! G. alh!cristatm $ , p. 89. 
G. leucomelanus 9 , p. 91. 
G. inelanonotus j , p. 91 , 
G. horsjieldi J , p. 92. 

) G. lineatm $ , p. 93. 

( G. under soni J , p- 94, 


1336. Gennaeus albicristatus. The W hite-ti'ested Kalij Pheasant, 

Phasianus albocristatus, Vigors, P. Z. S. 1830, p. 9. 

Euplocomus albocristatus, Hutton^ J. A. S. B. xvii, pt. 2, p. 693 ; 
Blythj Cat. p. 244. 

Eunlocanius albocristatus, Adams, P. Z. S. 1838, p. 490; Hume 
Marsh. Game B. i, p. 177, pi.; Hume, Cat- no. 810; U. H. T. 
Marsh, Ibis, 1884, p. 423 ; Oates in Hume's N. M. 2nd ed. iii, 
p. 413. 

Gallophasis albocristatus, Mitchell, P. Z. S. 1858, p. 544, pi. 148, 
tig. 1 (young), & pL 149, fig. 3 (egg) ; Jerdmi, B. I. iii, p. 532 ; 
Stoliczka, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. !2, p. 68 ; Beavan, Ibis, 1868, 
p. 380 ; Hume, N. ^ E. p. 526. 

Gennaeus albocristatus, Ogilme Grant, Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 298. 
Kdlij, Kukera, Mirghi Kalij , Kalesur (S ,Kalesi 9, H., in various parts 
of the N.W. Himalayas ; Kolsa, We.stern Punjab and Chemba. 



Fig. 17. — Head of G. albicristatus, d- i* 

Coloration, Male, Long hairy crest white ; forehead, sides of 
crown, nape, sides and back of neck, upper back, and wing-coverts 
black glossed with purplish steel-blue, the feathers of the upper 
back with narrow whitish borders ; lower back, rump, and upper 
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tail-coverts black with broad white edges; quills dark brown, 
secondaries with green gloss on the outer webs ; tail-feathers 
blackish brown with a slit^ht greenish gloss ; chin, throat, abdomen, 
and lower tail-coverts dark brown, passing into sullied w^hite on the 
lanceolate breast-Feathers ; sometimes the wdntish tint extends 
over part of the abdomen, bases of fealhers brown throughout; 
feathers w’ith pure wdnte shafts, especiall}" on the upper back and 
the breast. 

Female. Upper parts, crest included, reddish brown ; shafts and 
edges of feathers whitish, and all feathers minutely subobsoletely 
vermiculated with black; lower surface similar but paler; chin, 
throat, and middle of abdomen whitish ; middle pair of tail- 
feathers rufous brown with fine whitish or buff vermiculation ; 
other tail-feathers blac.k w ith a slight bluish gloss. 

Bill greenish wdute ; irides orange-brown ; bare eye-patch 
scarlet to crimson : legs and feet livid white, with a purplish or 
brownish tinge (Hume). 

Length of male 24 to 29 : tail about 11 ; wing 0*5 ; tarsus 3 ; 
bill from gape 1*4. Length of female 20 to 23 ; tail 8 ; wing 8 ; 
tarsus 2*7. 

Distrihution. The Himalayas, from Kumaiin to Hazara; not 
west of the Indus, according to Biddulph, nor in Nepal, or only 
in the westermost part, ranging from about 2000 feet, close to 
the base of the hills, up to about 5000 or 6000 feet in winter and 
9000 or 10.000 in summer. 

fJahits, d'c. This is the most familiar of the Himalayan Pheasants, 
being frequently seen about villages and cultivation in the lower 
Himalayas ; it has a preference for low^ coppice, bushes, or wooded 
ravines near water. It is not very gregarious ; its call is a loud 
whistling chuckle, which is generally uttered when the bird flies 
away. The males are very pugnacious, and make a drumming 
noise with their wings as a challenge. This species breeds from 
April till June, forming a slight nest of grass ke. on tbe ground, 
and laying usually about nine eggs, creamy white to reddish buff, 
and measuring about 1*04 by 1*44. 

1337. GennBBTis lencomelaiiTis. The Nepal Kalij PheasanU 

J’hasianus leucoirielanos, Lath, Ind, Orn. ii, p. 033 (1790). 

Gallophasis leucomelanus, Ilidtofij J, A. S. B. xvii, pt. 2, p, 094 ; 
Scully^ S, F, viii, p. 345. 

Euplocarniis leucomelanus, Hume, S. F. vii, p. 428; id. Cat. no. 810 
bis ; id. ^ Marsh. Game -5. i, p. 185, pi. 

Gennaeus leiicomelaiiue, Ogilrie Grant, Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 300. 

Kdlij, H. ; Itechabo, Bhutia. 

The male is distinguished from that of the last species by having 
a black crest glossed with purplish blue, and the white terminal 
bars on the lower back and rump are, as a rule, narrower. The 
female shows no constant distinction from that of G, alhicristatm, 
but is generally darker and the middle rectrices more rufous. 
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Bill greenish horny; irides dark brown; orbital skin crimson ; 
feet brownish grey-horny {Scully), 

Dimensions less than those of O. albicristatus : length of male 
23 to 26; tail about 11*5 ; wing 9; tarsus 2*9; bill from gape 
1*3 : length of female about 20 ; tail 8 ; wing 8. 

Distribution. Almost throughout Nepal, from the extreme or 
nearly the extreme west, to the Arun Elver, at all events, on the 
east, and from the base of the hills to 9000 feet near Khatmandii. 
Mandelli obtained specimens, now in the British Museum collec- 
tion, from Dholaka,’’ probably on the Arun Eiver. 

Habits, Similar to those of the last. The eggs do not 
appear to have been described. Two young males brought up in 
cjnfinement were found to assume the black plumage when about 
hve months old. 

This Xalij regarded by Blyth and Jerdon as a hybrid 
between O, albicri^tatus and G, melanonotus ; but Scully has shown 
that 6r. leucomelanus is constant in plumage throughout the 
greater part of Nepal, where neither of the other two races is 
lound. 


1338. Gennaus melanonotus. The Black -bached Kalij Pheasant. 

]!liiplocomus melanotus, Blyth, Hutton, J, A. S. B. xvii, pt. 2, p. 691 
(1848) ; Blyth, Cat. p. 244 ; Hume, S. F. \\ p. 42. 

Gallophasis melanotus, Mitchell, P. Z. S. 1858) p. 54o, pi. 149, tig. 2 
(egg) ; Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 534 ; Hmne. N. ^ B. p. 527. 

iMiplocamus melanonotus, Hume ^ Marsh. Game B. i, p. 191, 
])1. ; Hume, Cat. no. 81 1 ; Oates in Humes N. B. 2ad ed. iii, 
p.415. 

Genmeus muthura, Oyilvie Grant, Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 301. 

Kar-rhyak, Lepcha. 

The male differs from the last species in wanting entirely the 
white bars on the lower back and rump, where the feathers have 
velvety-black edges. There are no whitish edges on the upper 
back. The w'hole upper plumage is black, richly glossed with 
violet, and on the wings and tail with greenish, and conspicuously 
w hite-shafted. The female is similar to that of G, leucomelanm. 

Bill yellowish or greenish horny ; irides brown ; orbital skin 
bright red ; legs and feet pale horny brown {Hume), 

Dimensions as in G, leucomelanu^. 

The name G. muthura cannot, J think, be used for this species ; 
it was founded on Latham’s “ Chittygong Pheasant,” w^hich, if 
it was, as stated, an inhabitant of the Chittagong hills and known 
to the natives as “ muthm*au^\ should have been G, horsjieldt. 
But it was said to have a white breast, and to he as large as a 
Turkey, three feet eight inches in length, wdth an even tail. 
It is impossible to identify any species of Gennasus with this 
description. 

Distribution. Sikhim Himalayas, from about 1000 to 8000 feet 
elevation, chiefly from 2000 to 6000 feet. This species extends 
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into Eastern Nepal on the west, and into Bhutan on the east, but 
how far is not known. 

Habits, Similar to those of other species. This Kalij breeds 
at low elevations at the end of March, at higher levels later, up to 
July, and lays usually six to ten eggs, without any nest. The 
eggs vary from creamy pink to brownish, and measure about 
l’9i by 1’47. 

1339. GennSDUS horsfieldi. The Blaclc-hreasted Kalij Pheasant, 

Gallophasis horsHeldi, (hay, den, B. iii, p. 498, pi. cxxvi (1845) ; 
Mitchell, P. Z. tS. 1858, p. 544, pis. 148 (young), 149 (egg) ; Godiv.- 
Austen, J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 272 ; xlv, pt. 2, p. 83. 

Eiiplocomus horsbeldi, Blyth, Cat. p. 244. 

Euplocainus horslitddi, Ilmrie lV Imjlh, *y. F. v, p. 42 ; Hume Marsh. 
Game B. i, p. 197, pi. ; Hume, Cat. no. 810 ter; Fasson, S. F. ix, 
pp. 203, 205; Saioadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. den. (2) iv, p. Oil; 
Hume, S. F. xi, p. 303 ; ()ates in Humes N. E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 410. 

Gennaeus horsfieldi, Oyilvie Grant, Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 302. 

Mathura, Chittagong and Sylhet ; Ihinly, Dirrik, Garo hills ; Dorik, 
Dibrugarli. 

Coloration. The upper parts in the male are similar to those of 
O, leucomelanus — black, richly glossed with violet-purple, — and the 
feathers of the lower back, rump, and upper tail-coverts have 
terminal white bars : the lower parts are black throughout, glossed 
with purple, except on the abdomen and lower tail-coverts ; there 
are no white shafts to the feathers above or below, and the breast- 
feathers are rounded at the end, not lanceolate. 

In old females the middle pair of tail-feathers are uniform dull 
rufous brown, not mottled, and the next pair are often tinged \a ith 
rufous on the outer webs. The feathers of the breast have narrow^ 
buff shaft-lines ; Otherwise there is no difference from the hens of 
the other Kalij Pheasants. 

Soft parts and measurements as in the last species. 

Distribution, North of the Assam valley in the lower hills of 
Eastern Bhutan and the Dai>hla country ; and throughout the 
ranges south of the Assam valley as far south as Chittagong and 
Northern Arrakan, Southern Manipur, and the neighbourhood of 
Bhd,mo in the Irrawaddy valley. 

Habits, ^c. The eggs have been taken twice towards the end of 
March by Mr. Cripps in Sylhet. They are precisely similar to 
those of d, melanonotus, 

1340. Genmeus lineatus. 27ie Burmese Silver Pheasant, 

Phasianus lineatus, Vigors, F. Z, S. 1831, p. 24. 

Gennaeus lineatus, Waal. Isis, 1832, p. 1228 : Oyilvie Grant, Cat. 
B, M.xxn,f.S0i. 

Euplocamus lineatus, Blyth, Cat p. 244 ; Hume, H. ^ E. p. 625 ; 
id. 8^ Oates, 8. F. iii, p. 165 ; id. ^ Dav. 8 F, vi, p. 436 ; id. 4* 
Marsh, Game B, i, p. 206, pi, ; Hume, Cat no. 811 ter \ Bingham, 
8, E» ix, p. 196 ; ^Ivadori, Ann, M%ts, Civ, Gm, (2) v, p, 62U ; 
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vii, p. 426; OateSf B, B. ii, p. 316; id. in Hvmes N, ^ E. 
2nd ed. iii, p. 416. 

Nyctheinerus linealus, Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Burm. p. 149. 

Arrakan race intermediate between G, lineatm and G. horsfieldi. 

Lophophonis cuvieri, Temm. PL Col. v, pi. 10 [no. 1] (1820) ; Blyth, 
I his, 1867, p. 153; llume^ F, iii, p. 166, note. 

Euplocamus cuvieri, Oates, S. F. iii, p. 343 ; Hume ^ Marsh. Game 
B. i, p. 201, pi. ; Hume, Cat. no. 811 bis; Sanderson, S. F. viii, 
p. 493; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 318. 

(iennfeus cAivieri (G. liorsfieldi. subsp.), Oyilvie Grant, Cat. B. M. 
xxii, p. 303. 

Gennaeus oatesi (snbsp.), Oyilvie Grant, t. c. p. 306. 

Tit, Kayit, Eurm. ; Bah, Arrakan ; Synklouk, Talain ; Phuyyk, Karen. 

Coloration. Male, Porebead, crovin, and crest black, glossed 
with steely purple or green, remainder of upper surface finely 
verraiculated with alternating black and white lines, more or 
less transversely to the feathers, quills and tail-feathers similarly 
blit more coarsely marked ; inner w’ebs and tips of middle pair of 
tail-feathers entirely white ; lower parts black, with a slight purple 
gloss on the throat, breast, and flanks ; feathers of sides of breast 
and flanks, and sometimes the wdiole breast, with white shaft- 
stripes, broader and fusiform and mottled with black at the 
sides. 

Female, Above, including the crest, brown, all the featliers 
minutely 8ti])pled and veriniculated vith yellow-buff; the fore- 
head, supercilia, ear-coverts, cheeks, and sometimes the wing- 
coverts, with white shaft-stripes, which become y-sA^^'p^d or arrow- 
head-shaped white marks on the back and sides of the neck and 
upper back ; quills brow n, with buff vermiculation on the outer 
webs ; outer tail-feathers blackish, with narrow wavy wdiite cross- 
bars, some chestnut or brown marks in the middle of each black 
interspace, the two or three middle pairs brownish buff, streaked 
and mottled with rufous brown, inner webs and tips of middle 
pair entirely buff ; chin and throat whitish ; rest of lower parts 
brownish rufous, with lanceolate w'hite shaft* streaks. 

Bill greenish horny, dusky at the base ; irides reddish brown ; 
sides of head crimson ; legs plumbeous brown to pinkish fleshy. 

Length of males 25’5 to 30; tail about ]2; wing 10; tarsus 
3*2; bill from gape 1*35. Length of females about 23; tail 9; 
wing 9*25. 

J^strihution, Throughout the greater part of Burma except 
Southern Tenasserim, also in K.W. Siam. 

Varieties, G. cuvieri is found in the Arrakan ranges and in Pegu 
west of the Irrawaddy. The male is black with deep violet gloss, 
the upper parts sparingly and minutely speckled and vermiculated 
with white, the black greatly predominating ; lower back and rump 
with broad white bars ; the white speckling appears to be wanting 
on the outer tail-feathers. 

The female resembles that of G. except that the outer 
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tail-feathers are more or less rufous and not entirely black. In 
the variety called Q. oatesi they are rufous throughout. 

This race, which occupies the country between the areas 
inhabited by 0. horsjieldi and 0» lineatiis, is not only perfectly 
intermediate between those two forms, but is, so far as the few 
skins in the British Museum show, excessively variable. It was 
regarded by Blyth (J. A. 8. B. xviii, p. 817 ; Cat. p. 244 ; Birds 
Burm. p. 149) as a hybrid between the two. He showed, and he 
was, I think, right, that there is a complete passage from one 
species to the other in Arrakan. Oates ascertained that G, cuvierl 
occurs throughout the Arrakan hills, hue his specimens vary so 
much that two of them are distinguished by Ogilvie Orant as a 
different subspecies, G, oatesi. Of the two males (one collected by 
Oates, the other received from the Indian Museum) referred to 
G. oatesi, one has white rump-bars and no white streaks on the 
breast, as in G. horsjieldi ; the other has no white bars on the 
rump, but it has white streaks on the breast as in G. Uneatus. 

Lfabits, ^'c. “ This Pheasant occurs abundantly wherever the 
ground is hilly or broken, and it is most numerous on the higher and 
wilder parts of the hills. It keeps to dense cover, seldom showing 
itself, runs with great speed, and takes wing unwillingly. The 
male during the breeding- season makes a curious drumming sound 
with his wings, as a challenge to other cocks. The breeding-season 
commences in March and is over by the end of April. The nest 
is merely a hollow in the ground, lined with a few dead leaves, 
under a shrub or at the foot of a tree. The eggs, which are seldom 
more than seven in number, are of a pale buff colour’^ (Oates). 
They measure about 1*85 by 1’45. 

1341. CtennaBUS andersoni. Andersoiis Silver Pheasant. 

Euplocamus andersoni, Elliot, P. Z. S. 1871, p. 137; Anders. 
Yunnan Exped., Ares, p. 070, pi. liii ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 319. 

Nycthemeriis andersoni, Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Burm. p. 149. 

Euplocamus crawfurdi, apud Hume iJav. S. F. vi, p. 437 ; Hume 
q Marsh. Game B, i, p. 203, pi. ; id. Cat. no. 811 quat. ; nec Gray. 

Gennaeus andersoni, Ogilvie Grant, Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 306; Oates, 
Journ. Bom. N. H. Soc. x, p. 1 12. 

Gennasus davisoiii (G. horsfieldi, subsp.), Ogilvie Grant, t. c. p. 304. 

Coloration, Male, Forehead, crown, and crest black with 
purplish or green gloss ; feathers of the upper surface marked on 
each web wdth subequal curved concentric black and white bars ; 
quills and tail-feathers rather irregularly barred with black and 
white, the black bars disappearing on the inner webs and tips of the 
middle tail-feathers; lower parts black with bluish metallic gloss. 

Female of typical form unknown. That of a variety from Tenas- 
serim only ditfers from G, Uneatus in being larger and in having 
much broader lanceolate white stripes on the lower surface. 

Bill pale green {Elliot), pale bluish horny {Davison ) ; facial 
skin crimson; irides brown; legs and feet greyish dark 

pinkish fleshy {Davison), 
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Length oE male 30 to 36 ; tail 13-5--20 ; wing 10*5 ; tarsus 3*5 ; 
bill from gape 1*6. Length of female 24 ; tail 10 ; wing 9 ; tarsus 3. 

Distribution, This Pheasant was originally obtained by Anderson 
in Yunnan. It has since been found near Bhaino, around the 
Euby Mines, and through the Shan States to Northern Tenas- 
seriin, Davison having procured a male and three females that 
are referred to this species about Koilidoo and Dargwin, north of 
Papv\on. 

But few specimens have been collected, and these show material 
differences. The male obtained by Davison at Dargwin has while 
stripes on the breast, and has the inner webs and tips of the 
middle tail-feathers iKiarly white, as in G. lineatus^ and is clearly 
intermediate between that species and typical G. andersoni : the 
tail is about 14 inches long. Yet another link nearer to G, lineutm 
is furnished by a male collected by Wardlaw Ramsay in Karermee. 
The skin of another male, from the typical locality Yunnan, 
mentioned by Anderson as one of his original specimens, and sent 
by him to the British Museum, is intermediate between G, andersoni 
and G. liorsfieldi,, and is the type of Ogilvie Grant^s subspecies 
G, davisoni. A skin from the Ruby Mines has coarser markings 
on the wings and a tail of nearly 20 inches. I strongly suspect 
G. andersoni to bo merely an inkirmediate race between G, lineatm 
and the Chinese Silver Pheasant (G, nifcthemerns), 

Mr. Oates has sent to the British Museum a Pheasant from the 
Shan States, that forms yet another link between the Chinese and 
Burmese Silver Pheasants. Iti male G, nycthemerus from China 
the upper surface is white, with narrow wavy concentric black 
lines on the feathers ; the crown, crest, and lower parts black with 
a purple gloss. The female is light rufous brown ; the crown and 
crest darker, the lower parts paler, most of the feathers finely 
vermiculated with buff, more coarsely barred on the wing and tail- 
feathers. Bill greenish brown ; facial skin red ,* legs and feet 
scarlet. The male is about 40 inches long; tail 24; wing 10-5 ; 
tarsus 3’6 : female 20 inches long ; tail 10 ; wing 9. 

Genus LOPHOPHORUS, Teram., 1813. 

The Morifil or Tmpeyan Pheasant is the type of this well-marked 
genus, distinguished by the richly metallic plumage of the males, 
which have either an elongate occipital crest or, in one species 
{L, sclateri\ all the feathers of the crown short and curled. The 
bill is long and stout, wdth the Culmen well curved, the tarsi 
stout, feathered above, and armed in the male with a stout spur. 
There is a naked space around each eye. The tail, of 18 feathers, 
is well rounded at the end and a little shorter than the wing ; the 
1st quill is considerably shorter than the 10th, and the 5th is 
usually longest. 

Pour species are now known, ranging throughout the Himalayas 
from Afghanistan to beyond Assam, and thence to the provinces 
of China lying east of Tibet. 
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Key to the Species, (Males only.) 


a. Lower back white, rump purple L. refkdgens^ p. 96. 

h. No white on back or rump L. impeyanus, p. 97. 

c. Lower back and rump white X. sclaterif p. 98. 


1342. Lophophorus refalgens. The Mondl, 

Lophophoriis refulprens, Temm, Fig, et Gall. ii. p. 355 (1813) ; iii, 
p. 673; Ogilme Grants Cat. B, M. xxii, p. 278. 

Lophophorus impeyanus, apml Blyth., Cat p. 246 ; Adains, P. S. 
3858, p. 500; Mitchelly ibid. p. 545, pis. 347 (young), 149, fig. 5 
(egg) ; Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 510 ; Stoliczkaj ,7. A. S, B. xxxvii,pt. 2, 
p. 67 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 71 ; Ilumey N. ^ JE. p. 520 ; 
Hume Marsh. Game B. i, p. 125, pi. ; HumCf Cat. no. 804 ; 
Soidlyy S. F. viii, p. 342 ; Fairhrothvr, S. F. ix, p. 203 ; Wardlaw 
Ramsay j Ihisy 1880, p. 70; Oates in Hume's N, ^ E. 2nd ed. iii, 
p. 407 ; nec Lath. 

The Monaul Pheasant y J erdon ; Lont A i Ham 5 , NiLmor, Jangli-moVy 
Kashmir ; Nilgury Chamba ; MmiM, NUy A j Kavari $ , Kulu ; Mundly 
Ghar-mundl, Rafia Kawany Patna! y Pathapy N.W. Himalayas; Hatiyay 
Kumaun and Garhwal; Dojia^ Nepal; Fo~dongy Lepcha ; Ctuimdong, 
llhot, (Sikhini). 



Fig. 18. — Head of' TcftUyens, A • i- 

Coloration. Male. Head and crest of spade-shaped feathers, 
bend of wing, and upper tail-coverts brilliant metallic green ; at 
the sides behind the ear-coverts is a purple patch ; back and sides 
of neck coppery bronze, passing into the bronze-green of the 
upper back; interscapulars, scapulars, wing-coverts, and rump 
metallic purple, with the tips of the feathers blue or greenish 
blue ; lower back white ; quills black, secondaries glossed with 
green on the outer webs ; tail-feathers pale cinnamon, darker 
towards the ends ; low er parts dull black, glossed with metallic 
green on the throat and fore neck, along a stripe on each side of 
the upper breast, and on the lower tail-coverts. 

Female. Brown ; the feathers of the head and neck above and at 
the sides, upper back and wing-coverts black, with buff streaks 
and mottling on each side of the shaft or along it ; crest short, 
the feathers of equal breadth throughout ; lower back and rump 
buff, with black bars ; upper tail-coverts more or less tipped witn 
white; quills blackish brown, secondaries with rufous-buff bars 
and whitish tips ; tail-feathers like secondaries, but the rufous- 
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buff bars are broader arid more regular ; chin and throat white, 
remainder ot lower parts blackish brown, speckled and streaked 
with buffy white and with more or less distinct white shaft-streaks. 

The youn^ resemble the female except that young males have 
the throat more or less black and generally are darker throughout. 
The adult male plumage appears to be gradually assumed, some of 
the feathers changing in colour without a moult ; and the bird, 
according to Mr. Wilson, does not attain its full plumage until the 
second year, whilst the 7th primary remains brown fora ytmr longer. 

Bill dark horny : irides brown ; naked orbits blue ; legs and 
feet dull asliy green (Jerdott). 

Length of males about 28; tail 9*o ; wingll'5; tarsus 3 ; hill 
from gape 2. Length of females about 25 ; tail 8*5 ; wing 10*5. 

Dfstrlhiition, Throughout the Himalayas, from Bhutan to 
Kashmir and even farther west, this Pheasant having been 
recorded from Chitral and from the Safed Kob in Afghanistan. 
In Sikhiin in summer the range of the Mornil is from 10,000 to 
15,000 feet; in winter lower. In the Western Himalayas the 
usual range is from 8000 to 12,000 feet, though the bird may be 
found ill suiiiiner up to 15,000, and iu winter as low as 4500. 

Ifahits, In sunnner tliis gorgeous Pheasant is found near 
tlie upper limits of forests, and frequently on the hilLsid'es above 
the forests in small numbers : it is not met with iu flocks or 
coveys, but singly or in tvvos or threes, females keeping together 
more than males do ; it lives on insects, seeds, berries, leaves, &c. 
The call is a loud plaintive whistle. The breeding-season is in 
May and June, and four, five, or rarely six eggs are laid in a small 
depression beneath a bush or tuft of grass. The eggs are dull 
buffy white, speckled with reddish brown, and measure on an 
average 2-55 by 1*78. 

1343. Lophopliorus impeyanns. The Bronze-hacked Mondl. 

Phasianus impejanus, Lath. Ind. Ot'n. ii, p. 632 (17fK)). 

Lophophorus impeyanns, v, Pelz. Ihis^ 18/3, p. 120; 0(fllvie Grant, 
Vat, B. M, xxii, p. 280. 

Lophophorus chambaniis, C. IL T. Marshall, Ihis, 1884, p. 421, pi. x. 

The male differs from that of the last species in having no 
white on the back, the lower back being greenish bronze, the 
feathers shot and edged with purple ; in the upper tail-coverts 
being brownish chestnut, tipped with metallic green ; and in having 
the whole of the under surface more or less glossed with metallic 
green. The female is not known. 

Hitherto the only known locality is Charaba, south-east of 
Kashmir, where this species w^as obtained by Col. C. H. T. Marshall. 
1 feel sceptical as to a bird of this rare form having come iuto 
Latham^s hands instead of the Common Mondl ; but after examining 
Latham’s description and coloured figure, I am obliged to agree 
with Mr. Ogilvie Grant that they correspond with the present 
form and not with X. refulgem, 

TOL. IT. 
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Lophophoms schterl, Jerdon (Ibis, 1870, p. 147 ; id. P. A. 8, B. 
1870, p. 60 ; Hume & Marsh. Game B. i, p. 185, pi. ; God w in- 
Austen, P. Z. 8. 1879, p. 681, pi, li, 2* Grant, Cat. ll M. xxii, 
p. 282), has hitherto only been obtained from the Mishmi bills, 
beyond British limits. It has no crest, but the crown is covered 
with crisply curled metallic green feathers; the hind neck and 
sides of the neck are co})peiy bronze ; upper back, median and 
greater coverts metallic green shot with purple ; smaller coverts 
coppery bronze shot with green ; lower back, rump, and upper 
tail-coverts white ; the rump-feathers black-shafted ; tail chestnut 
tipped with white, lower parts black. The female, as described 
and figured by Godwiii-Austeri, is rich dark umber-brown, the 
feathers closely mottled ; lower back, rump, and upper tail-coverts 
ochraceous white, mottled with dark browu ; tail black, with narrow 
whitish bars and a broad black tip. 


Genus TRAGOPAN, Cuv., ] cS2‘). 

The Horned Pheasants or Tragoj)ans are amongst the most 
beautifully coloured of all game-birds, the males being more or 
less clad in red, with white or grey spots, and the females in 
brown, formed by a minute intermixture of black and buff. The 
bill is short and stout ; the tarsus equal to the mid-toe and claw, 
or slightly longer, and armed in the male with a stout spur. The 
tail, of 18 feathers, is nearly or quite equal to the wing in length, 
and the middle feathers are considerably longer than the outer ; 
the wing is rounded, the Lst primary shorter than the 10th, 4th 
or 5th longest. The male has an occipital crest of lengthened 
feathers and two elongate erectile subcylindrical fleshy horns one 
from above each eye: these usually lie concealed by the crest, and 
are only erected when the binl “ shows off.’' There is also a 
brilliantly coloured apron-shaped gular wattle or luppet, that can 
be spread or withdrawn at pleasure. Both horns and wattle only 
reach their full deAelopment in the breeding- season. Sides of the 
head and throat naked in all species except 2\ sciiyra, in whicli 
they are thinly clad with feathers. 

Pive species are known, inhabiting the Himalayas and Assam 
hills and the greater part of China. Three are Himalayan or 
Assamese, and a fourth is said to occur at a short distance beyond 
the Assam frontier. 

Key to the Species, 

a. Sides of head and throat thinly clad; 
breast red, with white black-edged 

ocelli T. satyra cf , p. 99. 

h. Sides of head and throat naked. 

a\ Breast chiefly black, with white 

spots T, tnelanocepkalus c? , p. ICO, 

b\ Breast smoky grey T, hlythi ^ , p. 102. 

The females of all species closely resemble each other. 
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1344. Tragopan satyra. The Crimson Rorned Pheasant, 

Meleagvis sat\ra, Linn, Syst. Nat. i, p. 209 (1700). 

Tragopan eatyrus, Cui\ R(‘g. An. 2" i, p. 479. 

Ceriornis aatyra, Blyth, Cat. p. 240 ; Jerdon^ B. I. iii. p. 510 ; Blanf, 
J. A, S, B. xli, pt. 2, p. 71 ; Murie, P. Z, S, 1872, p. 700, pis. lx, Ixi 
Jliimej N. (5* B. p. 521; Hume ^ Marsh. Game B. i, [>. 107, pi. ; 
Hume, Cat. no. 805; Scully , S. F. viii, p. 340; Oates in Hume's 
N. Sf B. 2nd ed. iii, p. 409. 

Tragopan satyra, Ogilvie Grant, Cat B. M, xxii, p. 271. 

The Sikim Horned Pheasant, Jerdon : Lungi, If. Garhwal and 
Kuuuiiin ; 11. (Nepal) ; Omo, liluitia ; Tar-rhyak, Lepcha. 



Fig. 19. — Head of T. saiyra, . J. 


Coloration, Male. Head, sides of nape, throat, and fore neck bhvek ; 
two streaks, one on each side of the occiput, meeting at the nape, 
the middle of the nape itself, the neck except in front, but vvitii 
broad bands running to behind the ear-coverts, upper back, bend of 
wing and coverts near it, and all the lower parts from the neck 
crimson ; the upper back and all the lower parts, except the upper- 
most breast, spotted over with white black-edgc'd ocelli, small and 
sharply defined on the breast and back, larger, ill-defined, and 
grey instead of white on the abdomen ; wing-Iiniiig, except the 
larger coverts, huffy red ; interscapulars, scapulars, and the 
neighbouring wing-coverts, lower back and rump-feathers black 
with rufous-buff vermicubition, each feather with a subterminal 
white ocellus, broadly edged with black, and a large rounded brown 
spot on each side of the ocellus; most of the wing-coverts and the 
sides of the rump the same, but with deep crimson patches ; quills 
black, with rufous-buff imperfect bars and vermiculations ; upper 
tail-coverts brown with black tips ; tail-feathers black, vermicu- 
lated with buff on the basal two-thirds. 

Female, General colour rich ochreous brown, paler below, above 
black in blotches or mixed with rufous buff, and in parts with 
greyish brown ; pale shaft-stripes on the crown and throat, passing 
into angular ill-defined buff shaft-s]x>ts on the bod}^ much broken 
by mottling and generally larger below than above ; quills as in 
male; tail-feathers barred, mottled, and vermiculated w ith buff 
throughout. 

H 2 
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Young birds oE both sexes resemble females, but have distinct 
buff shaft-stripes above -and below. The adult male plumage is 
gradually assumed, the feathers round the neck becoming red, and 
the pale shaft-spots changing to ocelli before the crimson garb is 
acquired by moult. 

Bill of male blackish brown, horns bright la/Ailine blue, orbits 
and upper throat fine purplish blue, irides deep brown, legs and 
toes pale fleshy ; bill of female dusky horny, legs brownish grey, 
more or less fleshy The gular apron-like wattle can be 

expanded diiriug the breeding-season to a length of several inches ; 
it is usually blue with lateral bars, which, under excitement, become 
orange or scarlet; but it is described by llurne as orange with 
lateral blue bars, and it probably varies in colour. The horns are 
larger in the brcediiig-seasoii. and measure at times over 3 inches 
in length. 

Length of male about 27 ; tail 10'.5; wing 10*5; tarsus 3*25 ; 
bill from gape 1*5. Length of female about 23 ; tail 8 ; ''dng 9. 

DistrlhiUkm. Throughout the ilimalayas from the Ahiknanda 
valley in Garhvval to well into Bhutan, and perhaps somewhat 
farther east, bfitween about 6000 and 12,009 feet; in summer 
chiefly from 8000 to 1(‘, 000 feet. This Pheasant was formerly 
not rare near Darjiling. 

IJahits, ^*6*. This is a thorough forest-bird, shy, and rarely seen, 
keeping to tbick cover, and often found in “ ringal,” the small 
upland bamboo that covers the hill-sides in many ])arts of the 
Himalayas. The call, dt*scrib(xl by Jerdon as a deep bellowing, 
and by Hume as a loud bleating cry, is chiefly heard in spring. 
At this time the males show off by raising their horns and 
expanding their wattles, and in other wavs, as described by 
Mr. Bartlett in Dr. Murie’s paper (/. c.). The eggs, laid in May, 
are like large hen’s eggs, nearly white, slightly freckled here and 
there with pale dull lilac, and measuring about 2*6 by 1*8. 

T. temminclci^ Gray, the Chinese Crimson Horned Pheasant, is 
found in South-western and Central C’hina, and a specimen in the 
Humo Collection is said to have been brought from the Mishmi 
hills, just beyond the frontier of E. Assam (S. F. viii, p. 201 ; ix, 
pp. 198, 205). The male resembles that sex of 1\ mtyra^ but 
differs (1) in having the pale spots on the lower surface larger, 
pearly grey in colour throughout, and without black edges, and (2) 
in each feather of the back and of most of the upper parts being 
dark red at the end, with a small subterminal grey ocellus ; the 
red of the neck, too, is less rich and paler towards the head. The 
female is vt^ry similar to that of T, satgra, 

1345 . Tragopan melaaocephalns. The Western Ilormd Pheasant. 

Phasianus melanocephalus; Orwj. GriffiWs An. Kingd.. Aves. iii, p, 20 
(1829). 

Oeriomis melenocphala, Bli/fh^ Cat. p. 240 ; At/atnSf P. Z, JS. 1858, 
p. 498 j 1859p. 185 ; Jm'don,B. I. lii, p. 517 ; StolKzka, J. A, S.B. 



TRAGOPAN. 


101 


xxxvii, pt, 2, p. G7 ; Hume, N. ^ B. p. 522 ; Hume ^ Marsh 
Game B. i, p. 14G, pi. ; HumOy Cat, no. 800 ; C. H. T. Marshallj 
Ibis, 1884, p. 422 ; Oates in Hume's N. 8f B. 2nd ed. iii, p. 410. 

Tra^opan melanocophalus, Ogiloie Grant, Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 273. 

The Simla Homed Pheasan/, Jerdon ; Jeivar, Jowar, Garhwal ; Jaghi 
Jajhi, Bash a hr; Sing-mondly II. (N.W. Iliraalaya«) ; Jigurana S, 
Bodal 5, Kulu, Mandi, Suket; Falgur, Charnba ; Argus of European 
sportsmen. 

Coloration. Male, Head black ; occipital crest-feathers longer 
than in T, satgray some of thorn tipped red ; no red streaks on the 
sides of the occiput ; nape and neck all round red, deep Indian, red 
behind, brighter, almost scarlet in front ; upper parts from the 
neck black, vermiculated with whitish butl and dotted over with 
w^hite ocelli ; upper tail-coverts each with a black tip and a large 
subterminal white spot that passes intG a brown patch on each 
side ; bend of w ing Indian red ; quills black, with buff vennicu- 
lations and irregular bars ; tail the same, the buff markings 
disappearing towards the end : lower surface from neck black 
wdth round white spots, larger behind, basal portion of feathers 
deep red on breast and upper abdomen, mottled black and buff on 
lower abdomen and Hanks. 

Females differ from those of T, safgra in being much greyer in 
colour, and in the pale elongate shaft-spots of the lower surface 
being white instead of buff, and weil-delined with dark browm 
borders. 

In the male, bill blackish, irides hazel-brown, naked orbits bright 
red, horns pale blue ; the gular wattle purple in the middle, 
spotted and edged with pale blue and fleshy on the sides ; l(ig.s 
and feet fleshy ( Jii the female, the legs and feet are 
greyish ashy (/fume). The horns ai‘d laj)pets shrivel up and 
almost disappear in winter. 

Length of male about 28; tail lO'o ; wing 11; tarsus ; 
bill from gape 1*5. Length of female about 24 ; tail 8 ; 
wing 9*5. 

Distribution. The North-western Himalayas from Garhwdl to 
Hazara. The Eastern limit, according to Hume, is between the 
Kattor and Billing Elvers in Native Garhwal, the Western is east 
of the Indus. 

Habits, ^c. These have been admirably described at length by 
Wilson (“ Mountaineer^’), wdiose notes are quoted by Jerdon and 
Hume. They are very similar to those of T. satgra. This 
Homed Pheasant is a forest bird, feeding chiefly oji leaves of 
trees and bamboos : it keeps at elevations near the snow in summer, 
descending lower in winter, and has a bleating call, which, how- 
ever, is very rarely uttered except in the breeding-season. Six 
eggs were found in a rough nest of grass and sticks on May 25th, 
by Cant. Lautour, when shooting in Hazara ; the eggs were pale 
buff, finely and minutely freckled, and averaged 2*51 by 1*7# 
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1346 • Tra^opan blythi. The Grey-hellied Horned Phectsani, 

Cejiomi.s temniincki, npud Jerdon^ Ibis, 1870, p. 147, nee Gray, 

Gerioniis blythii, Jerdon^ P. A. S. B. 1870, p. 60 ; Sclat&'y P, Z, S. 
1870, p. 168, pi. XV ; Godw,-Amt. P. Z. S. 1872, p. 496; id, 
J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. 2, p. 172 ; Hume, S. P\ vii, p. 472; id. Cat, 
no. 806 bis ; Hume Marsh. Gaine B. i, p. 151, ])1. ; God%v.'‘Aust, 
1\ Z. S. 1879, p. 457, pi. xxxix ; Cran, S, P\ x, p. 524 ; Hume^ F. 
xi, p. 801 . 

Tragopan blythi, Oyiloie Grant, Cat. B, M. xxii, p. 270. 

Mur-huria, Sansaria, Assam ; Gnu, Aiigiimi Naga ; Chinytho, Kiiki, 

Coloration, Male, Eoreheacl, vertex, lores, a band through the 
ear~cover.ts behind the naked side of the liead continued across 
the throat, and joining another band that extends round the nape, 
black; broad snpercilia meeting behind across the occiput and 
neck all round, with upper breast and bend of wing, Indian red ; 
crest short ; feathers of upper parts black, streaked wdth buff, 
each with a subterminal white spot shading into brown all round, 
and on each side of it a much larger deep red spot; terminal 
y>ortion of upper tail-coverts wdnte, shading ail round into chestnut 
and tinted with black ; quills and tail as in T, satyra ; breast and 
greater part of abdomen light sepia to smoky grey, the edges of 
the feathers sligiitly darker ; flanks passing into the coloration of 
the hack ; under tail-coverts smoky grey, edged >vith red and 
lipped with black. 

Female (as described by Hume) much less grey than that of 
T. melanocephalvs, and distinguished from that of T, saiyra by 
being blacker and less ferruginous on tiie upper surface and 
greyish creamy instead of ferruginous buff on the lower. I have 
not been able to examine a specimen, but young males are more 
finely vermiculated on the upper surface than either of the other 
species, and have no black blotches at all. A^oung males have at 
first the plumage of the female, and gradually assume the adult 
male plumage ; and on the whole it is most probable that the 
bird with a red neck figured by Godwin- Austen as a female must 
have been either a very old female assuming the male dress or a 
young male. 

Bill dusky; skin of face and throat yellow’, more or less mixed 
with orange and emerald-green at the lowest part ; it is bordered 
laterally by a very narrow black line ; legs fleshy (Jerdon), Irides 
deep brown, orbital skin orange, horns azure, lappets brimstone 
tinged with blue ; orbital skin iii female light brown (Danumt). 

Wing of male 10*5; tail 8; tarsus 3*2; bill from gape 1’4 ; 
wing of female 8*5 to 9. The length of the male is said by 
Dr. Wood to be 30 inches, but this appears large. Skins measure 
only 21 to 24. 

Distribution. Throughout the Naga bills south of Assam from 
the neighbourhood of Paona Peak in the Burrail range on the 
west to the. high i^anges south-east of Sadiya, and as far south as 
Manipur, at elevations from 5000 to 10,000 feet and upwards in 
summer. Dr. R. Cran w rote to ‘ Stray Feathers * that a specimen 
was sent to him from the Dafla hills north of Assam ; but the 
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species was not found there by God win- A listen, and the occurrence 
of this Pheasant north of Assam requires confirmation. 

4'c. Very similar to those of other species. A few 
details are given by Godwiri-Austen (Z. c. ) and by Dr. H. S. Wood 
in the ‘ Asian ^ (June 15th, 1894, p. 173). The food is said to 
consist chiefly of berries, and the bird inhabits high forests of 
oak and other trees. 

Genus ITHAGENES, Wagler, 1832. 

The Blood Pheasants are peculiar to the higher ranges of the 
Eastern ilimalayas, Eastern Tibet and the neighbouring parts ol: 
China. They resemble the typical Pheasants in structure and 
in tlie difference of coloration between the sexes, the female 
being very modestly clad, as in most Pheasants, whilst the males 
are handsome birds, grev^ above and apple-green below. 

The tarsus is longer than the middle toe and cla w, and bears two 
or more spurs (sometimes as many as 4 or 5) in males, not in 
females ; the bill is stout, and iliere is a considerable naked area 
round the eye. The 1st primary is nnich shorter than the 10th, 
the 5th usually longest; the tail, of 14 feathers and slightly 
rounded, is about * the length of the wing. The plumage is long 
and soft, and the feathers lanceolate, and there is a full but not 
long crest on the crown. 

Three species are known, but only one is Indian. 

1 347. Ithagenes crnentus. The Blood Pheasant, 

Phasianuscrueiitus, Hardwiehe^ Tr. Linn. .S’oc. xili, p. 237 (1822), c?, 

Ithaginis cruentus, Wagl. Isis^ 1832, p. 1228; Blythe Cat. p. 241 ; 
JerdoHy B. 1. hi, p. 522 ; Blnnf. J. A. S. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 71. 

Ithagenes cruentus, Hum^^ Sr Mamh. Game B. i, p. 155, pi. ; IluniPy 
Cat. no. 807 ; Scully ^ S. F. viii, p. 343 ; Oyiloie Grant, Cat. B. M. 
xxii, p. 208. 

The Green Blood Pheasant, Jerdon ; Chilling, Nepal ; Semo, Bhot. ; 
Su~mong, Lepch. 



Fig. 20. — Head of I. cruentiis, ^ 


Coloration. Male. Forehead, lores, and a balid above and below 
each ^ye black, these two bands often miffed with crimson where 
they meet behind the eye ; crown huffy wnite ; upper parts from the 
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nape slaty gre}', with white shaft-stripes that became broader and 
black-edged behind, and are tinged with green on the rump and 
upper tail-coverts; on most of the median and major wing-coverts, 
besides the pale shaft-stripe, the terminal portion of each feather 
is \\asiied with green, and the upper tail-coverts have criiuson 
lateral edges; quills brown viith white shafts, the secondaries 
with white shaft-stripes and buff edges ; tail-feathers white at the 
ends, shading into dusky brown with crimson borders tow^ards the 
base; chin, throat, and low^er cheeks criirison ; fore neck and sides 
of neck whitish, the feathers black at the base ; breast and abdo- 
men to the thighs apple-green, the colour deepest on the edges of 
the feathers, a few’ irregular crimson spots on the upper breast; 
lower abdomen and Hanks like the lower back ; under tail-coverts 
crimson, tipped with greenish white. 

Female. Brown, finely vermiculated with black ; lower surfai-e 
• paler, pale-shafted and more rufous; occiput aiid nape dark slaty 
grey ; forehead, sides of liead, chin, and throat brow nish rufous ; 
quills dark brown, only mottled on outer webs of secondaries. 

Bill black; cere, gape, legs, f(‘et, and spurs x-ed; i rides brow ti ; 
oi'bital skin scark't to orange-red. 

Length of male about 18; txiil 6*7»^; wing 8-5; tai’sus 1^*75; 
bill from gape *87). I'einale smaller: length 17 ; tail 5*75 ; wing 
7*0 ; tarsus 2*5. 

Distrihnium . The higher ranges of the Nepal, Sikhim, and Bhu- 
tan Himalayas, at elevations of 10,000 to 14,000 feet. Neither 
the Eastern nor Western limits of this Pheasant are correctly 
know n, but the range does not extend to Kuntaun. 

Habits, The Blood Pheasant in 8ikliim inhabits pine-forests, 
and is found about September in small Hocks, doubtless familievS, of 
10 to 15 birds, males and females in about equal numbers. It is 
said by Hooker to feed on the tops of pine and juniper, and the 
berries of the latter, but those killed by me in September had fed 
on various leaves, seeds, small fruits, &c., not on conifers. It has 
a peculiar long call, something like the squeal of a Kite, and also a 
shorter monosyllabic alarm-note. It is by no means shy and is very 
averse to flying. Nothing precise is known of the breeding-habits 
except that Hooker states that he saw the young in May. The 
spurs appear not to be assumed the first year ; they vary greatly in 
number. Hooker notices that he has seen as many as 5 on one 
leg, and 4 on the other. I found these Pheasants fair eating in 
September, but according to Hooker they have usually a strong 
flavour of turpentine derived from their food. 

Genus OPHBYSIA, Benap., 1856. 

This little-known Himalayan bird, the only member of the 
genus, is difficult to classify. It has been placed with the Quails 
or with Bollulvs, but it does not show much resemblance to either. 
The sexes are quite dissimilar and the plumage is long and lax, 
with the feathers somewhat lanceolate* The tarsus is a little 
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shorter than the middle toe and claw ; the bill is stout. The tail 
contains 10 feathers, and is well developed, much rounded, and 
not much shorter than the wing ; the Ist primary is shorter than 
the 10th ; 5th or 6th longest. On the whole this bird comes 
as naturally as anywhere where Grant has placed it, with the Spur- 
fowls and Blood Pheasants, being neither partridge, quail, nor 
pheasant. 

1848. Ophrysia superciliosa. I'he Mountain Quail. 

llollulus superciliosMs, Gray^ Knowsl. Meum/., Ares, pi. xvi (1846). 

Ophrysia superciliosa, Bonap. C. It. xliii, ]>. 414; Ibime^ S. F. vii, 
p. 434 ; id. (kit. no. H27 bis ; Hume Marsh. Game B. ii, p. 105, 
pL ; Oyifvie Grunts Gat. B. M. xxii, p. 

Malacortyx supei-ciliaris, Blyth, Ibis, 1867, p. 313. 

Coloration. Male. Forehead and broad superciliary stripe white; 
sides of head, chin and throat, and a band above each white 
superciliurn black, with a silky- white spot in front of the eye and 
another behind it, and a whitish band, more or less broken and 
sometimes indistinct, running back from beneath the eye; crown 
pale brownish grey with black shaft-stripes ; nearly the whole 
upper and lower pluinage dark browmish grey with black lateral 
margins to the feathers; lower tail-coverts black, tipped and 
spotted on both webs with wliite ; quills and tail-feathers uniform 
brown. 

Younger males have buff mottling on the wings. 

Females are cinnamon-brown throughout, the sides of the bead 
with a greyish tinge, a small \'lnte speck before and a larger one 
behind the eye ; chin and throat whitish ; some of the crown- and 
all the nape- feathers with black shaft-stripes that pass into trian- 
gular black spots bordered with buff on the back, scapulars, rump, 
and upper tail-coverts ; wing-coverts, lower back, rump, and upper 
tail-coverts much mottled with buff ; quills brown mottled with buff, 
especially on the outer webs; tail-feathers black, mottled with buff 
towards the edges, and with buff cross-bars near the shafts ; breast, 
abdomen, and lower tail-coverts paler than the u})per parts, with 
lanceolate black spots. 

Bill coral-red in the male, dusky red in the female ; legs dull red 
(Hutton). 

Length about 10 ; tail 3 ; wing 3*5 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from 
gape *6. 

Distribution ^ Halits. All that is known of this bird is that a 
few specimens were shot in 1865, 1867, and 1868 close to Mus- 
sooree, between 5000 and 6000 feet above the sea, and in 1876 a 
single specimen was shot, and another seen, close to !Naini Tal. 
The bird is extremely rare, and appears to be an occasional visitor 
to the JYorth-west Himalayas, Whence it comes is unknown. 
The long soft plumage may indicate an inhabitant of a cold climate. 
Nothing was known as to the origin of the type in the Knowsley 
Menagerie, except that it was believed to be from India. 
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The birds near Mussooree as observed by Hutton and others 
occurred in small coveys of six to ten, that kept to high grass and 
scrub, led on seeds ot grass, were difficult to flush, and had a 
shrill whistling note when flushed. They appeared to arrive 
about November, but in one case stayed as late as June, after 
which they disappeared. 

Genus GALLOPERDIX, Blyth, 1844. 

The Spur- fowls, as they are commonly called in India, have some- 
,w bat the appearance of Partridges, to wliich they approximate in 
size, but the longer tail, more rounded wdngs, and the wide dill'er- 
enee in the coloration between the sexes indicate relationship with 
tlie Pheasants and Jungle-fowls. 

In GaUo'perd’lr the tarsus is longer than the middle toe and claw, 
and bears tv^o or three spurs in the male (even four on one leg 
have been found in G. sp(t(lur<i) ; it is frequently unarmed in the 
female, but sometimes bears one spur or occasionally two, there 
being generally in that case two spurs on one leg, one on the 
other. The 1 st primary is shorter t ban the 1 Otb, rnh or bth generally 
l(nigest. The tail, of 14 reatl)ers and considerably rounded at the 
end, is two-tbirds or more than two-thirds as long as the wdng. 
A large naked space around the t‘ye. 

Three species are knowi), all confined to India and Ceylon. 
None occurs east of the Bay of Bengal or west of the Indus. 

Key to the Species, 


41. Two or three spurs on each tarsus. 

a . Breast chiefly chestnut or rufous G, apadicea c?, p, 107. 

.//. Breast buff with black spots G. hwuhita 6 >p. 108. 

r' . Breast chiefly white G. bicalcurata (S , 

b. No spurs, or one on each leg, or two on [p. 100. 

one leg and one on the other. 
d\ Breast chestnut, with black tips and 

feathers G. spadic.ea J , p, 107. 

-c'. Breast ochreous brown G. iunulatn p. 108. 

f . Breast chestnut without black tips .... U. bicalcarata 9, 

[p. 110. 


1349. Galloperdix spadicea. The lUd Spur-fowl, 

Tetrao spadiceiis, Omel. Syst, Nat. i, pt. 2,p. 759 (1788). 

Galloperdix spadiceus, Btyth^ Cat, p. 241 ; Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 641 ; 
McM aster ^ «/. A. i?. xl, pt. 2, p. 215; Hume N, E, p. 532; 
Butler., S. F. iv, p. 5 ; v, p. 222 ; ix, p. 422 ; Fairhank^ S. F. iv, 
p. 262; V, p. 409; Davids. Sf Wend. S. F. vii, p. 87 ; Ball, ibid. 
p. 225 ; Fume Marsh. Game J?. i, p. 247 ; Ilume^ Cat, no. 814 ; 
Vidal, S.'F, ix p. 76 ; Davison, S. F. x, p. 410 ; Taylor, ibid. p. 464 ; 
Tei*ry, ibid. p. 479 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 305 ; Oates in Mume's 
■N, Sr F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 423 ; Davidson, Jour, Bom, K, H, Soc, vi, 
p. 340, I 

Galloperdix spadicea, Blyth, Ibis, 1867, p. 157 ; Bloff. J. A, S, B^ 
xxxviii, pt. 2, p. 189 ; Ogilvie Grant, Cat, B. M, xxii, p. 261, 
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Clioti janfili Mnrghi^ IT, Central Prov., Belgaiim, &c. ; Chakotri, 
Kokatri, Mahr. (Syiiadri Range) ; Kustoor, Mahr. (Deccan) j Sarrami 
Koli^ Tam. ; Yerra-Kodi, Jitta-Kodi, Tel. 

Coloration, Male. Crown dark brown, paler and greyer on the 
forehead and sides of head and all round the neck ; chin whitish ; 
feathers of the upper back and sometimes of the whole back and 
rump light chestnut with grey edges, but generally all the upper 
parts except the upper back are closely vermi ciliated with black 
and rufous buff, varying occasionally to pale buff and even w^hitish 
in parts ; middle tail-feathers and outer margins of the next two 



Fig. ill. — Head of G. spadicca, ^ 

or three pairs and of the secondary quills the same ; quills dark 
brown; tail-feathers blackish brown; breast and upper abdomen 
like the upper back; lower abdomen and thighs brown; under 
tail-coverts rufous brown, vermiculated like the low^er hack. 
There is frequently a patch of feathers in the middle of the 
breast with greyish-hrou ii centres. 

The female differs in having the feathers of the upper parts 
black, edged and rather irregularly barred w ith buff', the buff some- 
limes predominating; the feathers of the fore neck are black with 
])uff tips: the rest of the lower parts as in tlie male, but with 
broken and irregular black tips on the breast. 

The race from Abu and the neighbourhood is much paler, there 
is less vermiculatiori on the upper parts of the male, and the female 
has no distinct black bars on the feathers of the back, wing-coverts, 
kc , ; these are all rufous or even greyish buff, with black vermicu- 
lation and broken intrainarginal streaks to the feathers. Skins of 
females from Matheran and Mahableshwar, in the Hume Collection, 
though richly rufous, not pale and greyish like Abu specimens, 
Jiave the same markings, whilst Belgauin and Goa skins are like 
t hose from the Kilgiris. It is evident that the Bombay Presidency 
bird is a well-marked and peculiar race, and might be called 
O, spadicea var. caurina. 

Bill dusky red at base, horny tow^ards the tips ; iris dull yellow' 
to brown ; orbits and legs red, varying in tint. 

Length of male about 14-5; tail 6; wing 6*5; tarsus 1*75; 
bill from gape 1. Females are rather less. 

Distribution, Here and there throughout the peninsula of India 
aouth of the great Indo-Gangetic alluvial plain, almost wherever 
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there is fairly thick forevst on hillj^ or broken ground, but not in 
open or cultivated country nor in alluvial flats. This species also 
occurs at the foot of tlie Himalayas in Oudh throughout a con- 
siderable area. It is unknown except in India. 

Hahits^ A shy bird, often solitary, keeping niuch to wooded 
ravines near water and to bamboo-jungle. It is rarely seen flying, 
except into a tree when disturbed on the ground, and it is said 
always to percli at night ; it runs very fast. Its food consists of 
small fruit, seeds, and insects : it runs when disturbed or flies up 
with a harsh cackle: the call of the male is described by Davison 
as partridge-like, whilst .Terdon says it is a sort of cro wing-cry 
imitated by the Mahratta name Kokati'i^ and he adds that tlie call 
of the female is quite fowd-like. It breeds between the end of 
February and dune according to locality, and perhaps again in 
October and Novtnnber, and lays from 4 to 7 eggs (according to 
Davidson always 3 in Kanara and Nasik), btifl or greyish in colour 
and measuring about 1*67 by 1*28, in a slight nest of grass and 
leaves on the ground. At the ])roper season, the cold w eather, 
Spur-fowl are excellent eating if they can be kept a few days 
before being cooked. 

1350. Galloperdix lunulata. 27ie Pauitnl S^mr-fowl. 

Perdix lunulata, Valenc. Diet. Sci. Nat. xxxviii, p. 446 (1825). 

Galloperdix luiiulosa, Blyth^ Cat. p. 241 ; Jerdon^ B. 1. iii, p. 54‘1 ; 
Beamuj IbU, 1868, p. 682; Blaiif. J.A.^.B. xxxviii, pt. 2, 
p. 189. 

Galloperdix luiiulatus, Hume., N. Sr E. p. 536 ; Ballj S.F. vii, p. 225; 
Hume iS' AJarsb. (r'wie B. i, p. 255, pL; liumey Cat. no. 815; Bxitlei y 
S. F. ix, p. 422; Favisirn, JS, F. x, p. 410; BarneSy Birds Bom, 
p. 606 ; Oates in Hume's N. S' F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 425. 

Galloperdix lunulata, Oyilvie Oranty Cat. B.M. xxii, p. 263. 

Kninjer, Uriya; Orissa and Sirghboom ; HutkayGonH. (Chanda); 

KuUkoliy Tain. ; Jltta kodi, Tel. 

Coloration, Male. Forehead and crown block glossed with 
metallic green, each feather with an elongate white drop, that has 
sometimes a black centre ; sides of head and neck all round black 
with broader white subterminal spots ; chin bufly white with 
black tips to feathers; back, rump, and wing-coverts chestnut, the 
feathers tipped with white black-edged ocelli, smaller or replaced 
by small black tips or sometimes wanting on the lower back and 
rump ; scapulars and some wing-coverts metallic green ; quills 
dark brown ; upper tail-coverts and tail blackish brown with a 
slight green gloss ; breast and upper abdomen buff, with triangular 
black tips to each feather; lower abdomen and flanks chestnut, 
with white black-edged spots ; under tail-coverts chestnut mixed 
Mith black. 

Female, Crown black, with chestnut shaft-stripes ; forehead, 
supercilia, and sides of head dark chestnut ; chin and throat 
chestnut mixed with buff, the latter prevailing on the chin andj 
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on a moustachial stripe from the gape; body and wings, including 
quills, dark brown with an olive tinge, paler and yellower or 
rufescent on the breast ; tail blackish brown. 

Bill blackish; irides red- brown, orbits red; legs horny brown. 

Length of male about 12*5 ; tail 5 ; wing 6 ; tarsus 1*75 ; bill 
from gape *8. Lemales a little smaller. 

JJistrlhuHon. This Spur-fowl occurs in parts of the area inhabited 
by G. spcidicea^ but does not range so far to the west or north. It 
is met with in W estern and Soiith-westeDi Bengal, Orissa, Cliutia 
Nagpur, Chhattisgarh, and locally throughout the hills of Bundel- 
curid and the (Central Provinces as far west as dhansi, Lalitpur, 
and Ellichpur west of Nagpur, and in many of the hilly and 
jungly tracts of the Madras Presidency, as on tlu^ eastern base of 
the Nilgiris; but it is not known to occur in the Bombay Presidency 
north of Belganm, nor anywhere north of the Ganges, nor in 
North-western India (the localities Nepal and N. W. India in the 
British Museum Catalogue are probably due to some mistake). 
It does not appear to have been observed on the Malabar coast. 

IfahitH, Very similar to those of O. s/milma, except that the 
Painted Spur-fowl keeps more to rocky hills. As noticed by 
sev(^ral writers, this bird is most genorall}^ seen when the hills of 
granitoid gneiss, so common in parts of India, are being beaten 
for large game. It breeds from March to May, laying not more 
than five eggs in a slight hollow in the ground, fi^he eggs are glossy, 
pale greyish-brown in colour, and measure about 1*02 by ITl. 

1351. Galloperdix bicalcarata. The Ceylon Spur-fowh 

Perdix hicalfaratiis, P(mn. IrnL Zool. p. 40, pi. vii (ITCJO). 

Perdix zeyloiicnsis, Gmvl. ^Sys(, N(ff. i, pt. 2, p. 759 (1788). 

(lalloperdix zeylom'iisis, Ulyth^ Cut, p. 241 ; Hume, N. 4* E. p. 535. 

Galloperdix bicalcarata, L(iyard,A, M, E. II, (2) xiv,p. 105; Blyth, 
IhU, 1867, p. 308 : Jlolrlsworth, P. Z. K 1872, p. 469 ; Hume, B. F, 
vii, pis. 43(), 453; id. Cut. no. 815 bis; Hume. Marfdi, Game 
Ji,\, p. 261, pi. ; J^eyye, Birds Ceyl. p. 741, pi. xxxiii ; Out os in 
Humes N. E, 2iid ed. iii, p. 426 ; Oyilvie Grant, Cat. B, M, 
xxii, p. 264. 

Huhnn-Kukula, Suhan-Kukuluy Cing. 

Coloration, Male. Forehead, crown, nape, liind neck and sides 
of neck, upper back, sides of breast and flanks bhn k with white 
shaft-stripes, narrow on the head, broad on the flanks ; inter- 
scapulars, scapulars, and wing-coverts the same, but with the sides 
of the feathers chestnut, vermiculated witli black, and the white 
shaft-stripes represented on the wing-coverts by subterminal pear- 
shaped spots ; lower back and rump chestnut, finely vermiculated 
with black ; quills dark brown, secondaries mottled with chestnut on 
outer webs ; tertiaries throughout, upper tail-coverts, and tail black ; 
sides of head and throat white, feathers edged with black, chin pure 
white ; lower parts to mid-abdomen white ; feathers of fore neck 
and sometimes of breast with black edges, broader towards the sides 
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ol: the breast ; lower abdomen and lower tail-coverts blackish browns 
with white or buff terminal spots. 

Female, Crown blackish brown, forehead and sides of head brown 
with pale centres to the feathers, chin whitish ; body above and 
below and outer surface of win^s dull chesriiiit, vermiculated with 
black except on tlie breast ; quills and tail as in the male : upper 
tail-coverts like rump but darker. 

Bill, lejQ^s, feet, and naked skin round eyes red ; irides brownish 
yellow or brownish red {Leyije). 

Length of male about L‘i*5 ; tail 4 5; wing 0*5 ; tarsus 2*1; 
bill from gape 1. Females are smaller : wing (J. 

Distrihution. Peculiar to Ceylon, and not found in the dry- 
northern portion of the island. 

Habits^ Very similar to those of the last two species. This 
also is a shy bird, rarely seen outside t he forest except in the 
early morning, and generally making its presence known early and 
late by its cackling call. It breeds, according to Legge, from 
April to August, and lays usually about four cream-coloured eggs, 
measuring on an average 1*5 by 1*14. 

Genus BAMBUSICOLA, Gould, 1862. 

The relations of the present genus are not very clear. The only 
species that occurs witliin our area approaches Arhorioola in 
coloration, but the structure is very different and resembles that 
of GalloperdLv. The claws are of moderate lengtli and curved ; 
the tarsus is considerably longer than the middle toe and claw. 
The tail, of 14 feathers, is more than three-quarters the length of 
the wing, and is distinctly graduated, the outer feathers being 
about tv^ o-thirds the length of the middle pair. The wing is of 
the pheasant type and greatly rounded, the 1st primary much 
shorter than the 10th, 5th usually longest. The males and some- 
times the females have a spur on each tarsus. Sexes alike. 

Thi‘ee species are known — one from Formosa, one from Southern 
China, and the third from the hills of Northern Burma and 
Assam. 

1352, Bambusicola fytchii. The Western Bamboo-Partridge, 

Bamhusicola fytchii, Anderson^ P. Z. S, 1871, p. 214, pL xi ; 

Birch Btirm. p. 151 ; Hume^ S. F. v, p. 493 ; A nderson^ Yuvntm 
Bxped.j Aves, p. 673, pi. liv ; Htirne Marsh, Game B. ii, p. 97, 
pi. ; Humey Cat, no. 825 quint. ; id. S, F. xi, p. 308 ; Ogilvie 
Granty Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 257. 

Bambusicola hopkinsoni, Godic.-Axtst. P. Z. 8. 1874, p. 44 ; id. 
J. A, 8. B, xliii, pt. 2, p. 172 ; liumey 8. F. iii, p. 399. 

Coloration, Lores and sides of face, including a broad superciliary 
band, chin and throat rufous buff ; band from eye beneath the 
siipercilium and including ear-coverts dark rufous brown or in 
some males black ; crown and nape dark rufous brown ; hind neck 
and upper back greyish brown, each feather with a broad median’ 
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chestnut stripe ; scapulars, tertiaries, and most of the secondary 
coverts each having a large subterniinal chestnut patch, becoming 
black towards the end, and a whitish-buff margin ; lower back, 
rump, and upper tail-coverts brown, veriniculated with buff and 
with a few black spots ; primaries and their coverts rufous, browner 
towards the tips ; secondary quills and tail-feathers rufous brown 
irregularly barred with buff, especially on the outer webs ; upper 
breast dull chestnut, the sides of the feathers greyish brown with 
white spots ; rest of lower parts buff, the sides of the lower breast 
(and sometimes the middle also), the flanks, and frequently the 
lower tail-coverts with large black heart-shaped subterminal spots. 

Bill ])rown ; irides orange-ha/icl ; legs and feet grey or greenish 
grey 

Length about 14 inches ; tail 4*8 ; wing 0 ; tarsus 1-8 ; bill from 
gape -9. 

Distribution. Throughout the (laro, Khasi, Naga, and otlier parts 
of the Assam hills south of the Brahmaputra, ranging through 
Manipur to the Kakhyeng hills between Upper Burma and 
Yunnan. 

JJahits^ 4“^. A sh}^ bird, inhabiting forest jungle and high grass. 
The call is said to be loud and harsh, quite different from the soft 
whistle of Jrborico/a. (.)therwise the habits are somewdiat similar. 
The breeding-season, according to Captain Cock’s note in Hume 
and Marshall’s ‘(xarno Birds,’ is in May and June, but the eggs have 
not been found. 


Genus BOLLULUS, Bonn., 1790. 

This very peculiarly coloured genus contains but a single species, 
distinguished by its green coloration, which, however, is very 
different in the two sexes, by a thick occipital crest of red, very 
loose-textured hair-like feathers, covering the occiput in tlie male, 
and by a tuft of hair-like bristles from the middle of the forehead 
in both sexes. The tarsus is longer tliari the middle toe and claw, 
the claws are of moderate size, that of the hind toe rudimentary 
or wanting. The tail is of 12 soft feathers, rounded and less than 
half the length of the wing, in which the Ist primary is about equal 
to the loth and the 4th and 5th are longest. 

1353. Rollulus roulroul. The Green Wood-Qaaih 
Phasiaiius roulroul, Scop. Del. Flor.et Faun. Insuh, ii, p. 93 (178G). 
Phasianus cristatus, Sparrm. Mus. Carls, fasc. hi. no. G4 (1788), 
Perdix coronata, Lath. Suppl. Ind, Dm. p. Ixii (1801). 
llollulus cristatus, Blyt\ Cat. p. 263 ; Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Burm. 
p. 151. 

Bollulus roulroul, Walden^ Ibis^ 1872, p. 382 ; Hume 4* T>av. S. F, 
vi, p. 448; Hume, Cat. no. 831 ter ; Hume Marsh, Game B. ii, 
p. 103, pi. ; OateSf B. B. ii, p. 330 ; Ogilvie Grants Cat, B. M. 
xxii, p. 225. 

Coloration, Male. Crest coppery to purplish red ; a broad white 
band in front across the vertex; remainder of head and neck, with 
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the fnmtal tuft, black ; upper parts, except df>ep green, 

changing to steel-blu<j; smaller wing-coverts rufous brown, the 
greater coverts and quills dark brown, mottled with rufous on the 
outer webs ; tail black ; lower parts black with a dark bluish or 
green gloss. 

In the femnle the crest is rudimentar}'' and slaty grey like the 
whole of the head and neck ; the body above and below grass-green, 
}>aler and tinged with grey on the abdomen ; scapulars and smaller 
wing-coverts chestnut ; median and greater coverts paler rufous 
wutli blackish cross-bars; quills and tail as in the male. 

Bill black, the basal [)ortion scarlet in the male ; irides slaty grey 
in males, deep brown in females ; facial skin, eyelids, legs and ieet 
bright red, scarlet in males (Davisoti), 

Length of a male about 11 ; tail 2*5; wing 5*5; tarsus 1*7 ; 
bill from gape *9. Females are a little similler. 

DktriJiution, The Malay Peninsula, extending north into tlie 
southern parts of Tcnasserim near the Pakchan ri\'er, also into 
Hiam, Sumatra, Java, and Borneo. 

JlabiiSj cfa. A forest bird tonnd in vsmall parties of six or eiglit 
or more, males and females, and living on berries, seeds, tender 
shoots, leaves, and insects. The note is a s'oft, low, mellow' whistle. 
The eggs do not appear to have been described. 

Genus EXCALF ACTOEIA, Bonap., 1850. 

This genus is scarcely separable from Cuturnve, which the female 
closely resembles. The sexes, however, difler much in their 
lower plumage, and the cock is a much handsomer bird than the 
true Quails. The wing is slightly more rounded than in Coiwrnk\ 
tJie 3 St primary being, as a rule, rather shorter than the second, 
and there are only 8 short tail-feathers entirely hidden by the 
upper coverts. 

This genus inhabits the Oriental region, Australia and Africa. 
Of the three recorded species one is found in India. 

1354. Excalfaxjtoria chinensis. The Blne-hrcmted Quail. 

Tetrao chinensis, Linn. Nat. i, p. 277 (]7()6). 

Coturnix chinensis, lUyth, Cat. p. 255 ; Birds Ceylon^ 

p. 755. 

Excalfactoria chinensis, Bonap. C.B. xlii, p. 881 ; Jerdofiy B.I. iii, 
p. 591 ; Godxv.-Aust. J. A. A. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 273 ; xlv, pt, 2, 
p. 84 ; Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 151 ; HumOy S. F vii, p. 226 ; id. 
Cat. no. 831 ; OateSy S. FI viii, p. 167 ; Flume ^ Marsh. Game B. 
ii, p. 161 ; Laird ^ Bidie, S. F\ ix, p. 208; Hume Inglisy %hid. 
p. 258 ; Butler y ibid. p. 42*1 ; Jteid, *5'. F\ x, p. 63 ; WcxideUy ibid. 
p. 165 ; JJavisoriy ibid. p. 412 ; OateSy B. B. ii, p. 334 ; Jfumey S. F\ 
xi, p. 310 : Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd «d. iii, p, 448 ; Ogihie 
Granty Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 250. 

Excalfactoria sinensis, Hume ^ I)av. S. F. vi, p. 447 ; Binghamy S. F. 
ix, p. 196. 

Khair-hutaiy Kaneliy Nepal ; Gohal^hUai, Oudh ; Kgmy Burma ; 
dura-wainwa^ WeneUa-wutuway Cing. 
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Coloration, Male. Upper parts brown, with venniculations and 
blotch(^s of black ; except in very old birds, there is a narrow 
w hitish median streak on the crown and nape, and the feathers of 
the back and rump have conspicuous buff shaft-lines, broader on 
the latter, but all these pale markings disappear gradually with 
age, and tlu^ brown becomes tinged with dark bluish grey on the 
forehead, sides of the crown, wdrig-coverts, and upper tail-coverts; 
some of the median and larger .s(*condary coverts are broadly edged 
externally with chestnut, but this character appears sometimes 
wantiiig ; quills hrowm ; tail-feathers slaty blue, more or less 
broadly edged witli chestnut, entirely chestnut in old birds ; 
sides of head slaty grey, browner in young birds ; lower cheeks, 



Fig. 22. — Head of cA/wrji.stX J*. [, 

chin, and throat lilack, enclosing on each side a winte clieok-.st ripe, 
broader behind, from the base of the lower mandible ; fore neck 
white, edged behind with black running up on each side, growing 
narrow and terminating close to the ear-coverts ; upper breast, 
sides of breast, and flauks slaty bluisii grey, remainder of lower 
parts chestnut. In old birds the chestnut area is larger and 
occupies the greater part of the breast and flanks. 

Females resemble young males above, but the scapulars and 
wing-coverts are more distinctly barred with black, and the whitish 
median crown-stripe and the shaft-stripes on the back are con- 
spicuous at all ages ; foreliead, supercilia, and sides of head rufous 
buff ; ear-coverts broNvner ; chin and throat whitish ; rest of lower 
parts buff, rafous on the fore neck and barred with black on the 
breast and flanks, the bnrs growing fainter with age ; tail brown, 
with black and buff’ markings. 

Bill black, plumbeous beneath ; irides crimson in the male, 
brown in females and young ; legs bright yellow^, claw s brownish 
(^Hume). 

Length about 5*5; tail .1; wing 2*75 : tarsus -85; bill from 
gape *5. 

Distribution, In India this Quail is common in Bengal and ranges 
throughout the plains near the base of the Himalayas and in the 
low'er ranges as far w’est as the neighbourhood of Simla. It also 
occurs sporadically throughout Orissa, Chutia Nagpur, and the 
Central IVovinces east of about 80® E. long., and it has been met 
with occasionally in Bombay and Southern India (by Jerdon in the 
Carnatic, by ,Capt Bidie in Chingleput, and by Mr. H. Wenden 
yon. IV. I 
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near Poona and Bombay), but it appears not to have been observed 
on the Malabar coast south of Bombay, and it is unknown in the 
dry regions of North-w'^estern India. It is pretty common in 
Western and Southern Ceylon, and in Eastern Bengal, Assam, 
Sylhet, Cacbar, Manipur, and in parts of Burma, especially in the 
plains of Pegu, and it is found throughout Southern China and 
South-eastern Asia generally ; whilst a closely allied race inhabits 
the Malay Archipelago and Australia. In the Sub-Himalayan 
tracts and in Pegu this s]>ecies is said to occur chiefly in the 
rainy season, whilst in Lower Bengal it is found principally in 
the cold weather. 

Habits, 4 This, like other Quails, is generally found in grass, 
singly or in pairs. It keeps to open, ratlu^r swampy ground, and 
is often to he iiu't with around paddy fields. Its note is a low 
double whistle. Its food consists chiefly of grass-seeds. Tliis 
species breeds in ISTirlbern India, Bengal,and Pegu from the latter 
end of June to the middle of August, and lavs from 4 to 6 
olivaceous drab (*ggs, generally minutely speckled, and measuring 
about *98 by *70*, in a small hollow^ on the ground amidst short 
grass. 


Genus COTURNIX, Bonn., 1790. 

The true Quails are birds of small size and ]MX-uliar plumage, 
with conspicuous u hilish longitudinal streaks on the back. Unlike 
the Fhasiani(7(f' in general, some of the (Quails are migratory. The 
wing is much longer and more pointed than in Partridges, the 1st 
primary being as long as the 2nd or slightly longer. The tail is 
of 10 or 12 feat hers, and less than lialf as long as the wing. The 
bill is small and rather slender ; the tarsus bears no spur in either 
sex, and is rather longer than the middle toe and claw ; the claws 
are all of moderate size. The sexes differ slightly in plumage. 

The genus CoUirnix comprises six species, and is found through- 
out the Eastern hemisphere, including Australia and New Zealand. 
Two species arc Indian. 


Ke}j to the Sjnxies. 

a. Outer webs of primaries barred with buff . , C. communis, p. 114. 

b. Primaries without bars C. coromandehca, p. 11(5. 

1355. Coturnix communis. The Cmnmon or Grey Quail. 

Tetrao cotaniix, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p, 278. 

Coturnix communis, Bonn. Tabl. Bncycl. Meik. i, p. 217, pi. 9(5 
(1790) ; Bhfth, Cat. p. 254 ; Jerdon, B. /. iii, p. 58(5; Smiezka, 
J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 69; xli, pt. 2, p. 250; Godtvin- 
Austen, ibid. p. 142; Hume, N. Sf E. p. m9; id. S. F. i, p. 227 ; 
Blyth 4* Wald. Birds Burm. p. 151 ; Butler, S. F. iv, p. 7 ; ix, 
p. 423; Fairbankj S. F. iv, p. 262; Davidson ^ Wmd. S. F. vii, 
p. 87 ; Ball, ibid. p. 220 ; Cripps, ibid. p. 298 ; Hume ^ Marsh. 
Game B. ii, p. 183, pk; Hums, Cat no. 829; Scully, S. F. viii, 
p. 350; Vidal, S. F. ix, p, 70; Damson, S. F. x, p. 411; Oates^ 
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J5, B, ii, p. 3.*^1 ; Barne.% Birds Bom. p. 315; Hume, S. F. xi, 
p. 309; St. John, Ibis, 188i), p. 175; Oates in Ilmjws N. ^ E, 
IsJnd ed. iii, p. 443. 

Cotumix coturnix, Ogilvie Grant,, Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 231. 

The Large Grey Quail, Jerdou; Baler, Bara Bater. Gagm hater, U., 
Upper India; Batairo, Sind; Batrl, iieng. ; Gundri, Uriya ; Soipol, 
Manipur ; Botah Surrai, Assam ; Ngon, Burm. ; Bur^janja, Gur’ganj, 
I Vjona, &c. ; Bnrli, Bel^aurii; Oogari-yc4lachi,lLe\. ; Peria-ka'deh/fani.', 
Swale haki, Can. (Mysore). 

Coloration. Male. Feathers of crown black with broad brown 
edges ; median coronal streak and broad supercilia pale buif ; a 
dark brown stripe from the gape ; ear-coverts brown, rest of sides 
of head white speckled with dark brown ; back, rump, and uppe*T 
tail-coverts light brown, witii fusiform huffy-white shaft-stripes 
and black blotches, tlie latter crossed by rufous bars : scapulars 
and wing-coverts also brown, with narrow ]jale shaft-lines and buli* 
transverse bars; quills brown, the first primary with a whitish 
outer border, the other primaries and secondaries barred on the 
outer web with rufous ; the bars on the secondaries dark-edged ; 
tail blackish browm, with pale buff shaft-stripes and transverse 
bars ; throat and fore neck whitish, wdth a blackisli anchor-shaped 
mark consisting of a broad median band and a narrower cross stripe 
curving upwards on each side to the ear-coverts ; the median band 
varies greatly in breadth, and sometimes covers the throat ; breast 
rufous-buff, paler or darker, with ]'>ale shatt-sbripes, the anterior 
border with a broken gorget of blackish-brown spots; the rufous 
passes on the lower breast into the whitish buff' of the abdomen 
and lower tail-coverts ; flanks brown, with broad whitish shaft- 
stripes and blackish spots. 

The female wants the black marks on the throat, and the breast 
is more or less spotted with black, except in a few individuals, 
probably very old birds. In young birds of both sexes the breast 
is thickly spotted with black or blackish brown. 

Bill horny browm ; irides yellow-brown : legs pale fleshy 

Length about 8; tail 1-75; wdng tarsus IT; bill from 

gape *t). 

Distribution. A inigmtory bird, visiting the greater part of our 
area, except Ceylon and Tenasseriin, in winter. It is more 
abundant in Northern than in Southern India, and is of rare 
occurrence in Burma. Beyond Indian limits, the Common Quail 
is found almost throughout Europe and Africa, and in Asia except 
in the south-eastern parts. 

Habits, The Grey Quail arrive in Northern India from 
Central Asia in Heptember, but are not usually seen in the Deccan 
or Bengal before October. Occasionally some, even large parties, 
arrive in Sind, Cutch, and Guzerat from the latter end of August till 
December, coming from the seaward, probably from Arabia. The 
majority, as a rule, leave the north of India in December and 
January for the south, returning and at times abounding in the 
ripening wheat- and barley -fieias of the North-w’est Provinces, 

x2 
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Sind, and the Punjab in March and April, and finalL}^ migrating 
jiorthward in the latter month or May. A few, however, remain 
and breed in India, and nests have been taken not only in Nortliern 
India but at Punieali in Bengal, Hoshangabad in the Central 
I^rovinces, and exen Satara in the Bombay Deccan. They lay 
from G or 7 to 10 bu€ eggs speckled wdth brown, in a hollow 
on the ground amongst grass. The eggs measure about 1*18 
by *80. 

The call of the male Quail, often lieard, and especially in spring, 
is a long whistling note followed by tw’o shorter notes ; hence the 
name dactyluonans, applied to the species by several writers. 
Except just after the breeding-season tliese birds are found singly 
or in twos or threes, not in bevies or coveys. Their food consists 
chiefly of grain and seeds. Their flight is rapid, close to the 
ground, and very straight. Quails are often found in large 
numbers in Northern India, and afford excellent sport for the 
gun. They are caught by natives in nets, and are kept alive, the 
males for lighting, and both sexes for food. They are, as is well 
known, delicious eating, 

C.japoiiica is an Eastern race of C. comimmis, inhabiting Japan 
and China. The adult male has the sides of the head, chin, and 
Throat dull vin()us-r(?d without black marks ; the female and young 
male have the feathers of the throat and chin (dongate and lanceo- 
late, especially those on the sides of the throat. In the British 
Museum Catalogue this form is, apparently with justice, classed as 
a separate species, and two skins of females — oin^ from Bhutan, 
the oilier from Karennee, are referred to it. Neither, however, 
is a characteristic specimen, and as intermediate forms are not 
uncommon, it may he well to await the discovery of males before 
including V.japonica in the Indian fauna. 


1350. Coturnix coromandelica. The Bhich-hreasted or 
llain QuaiL 

Tetrao corornandelicus, Gmel. /Si/st. Ned. i, pt. 2, p. 764 (1788). 
Coliirnix coromandelica, Bonn. Tahl. EnajvL Meth. i, p. 221 (1790); 
Blyth^ Cat. p. 255; Jerdon, B. J. iii, p. 588; llume^ N. ^ B. 
p. 550; id. A', E. i, pp. 130,227 ; Adam^ ibid. p. 303; OateSy IS. F. 
lii, p. 178; Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Burnt, p. 151 ; Butler y S. F. iv, 
p. 7 ; V, p. 231 ; ix, p. 423: Ball, S. F. vii, p. 220 ; CrippSy ibid. 
]). 298; Hume He Marsh. Game B, iii, p. lol, pi. ; Humey Cat. 
no. 830 ; Vidal, JS. F. ix, p. 70; Feid, S. F. x, p. 63; Damsoriy 
ibid. p. 411 ; OateSy B. H. li, p. 333; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 316 ; 
Hume, S. F. xi, p. 310; Oates in Hume's N, ^ E. 2nd ed. iii, 
p. 444; Oyilvie Grants Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 241. 

Most of the names used for C. communis are applied also to this species 
by natives of India. The following are peculiar to the present form : — 
Chinna BaieVy H. ; Chdnac, Nepal ; Kadey Tam. ; Chinna Yellichiy Tel. 

Coloratioyu Very similar to that of C. communis^ especially on 
the upper parts, but the present bird is distinguished by its smaller 



r^KRDlOtJLxV. ’ 


117 


size and by having no pale cross-bars on the primary quills. The 
male may be recognized by having the dark marks on the face and 
throat blacker, and by having broad median black stripes on the 
feathers of the breast and flanks, the amount of black on the 
breast increasing with age till, in old birds, nearly the whole breast 
is black, and there is even in less aged individuals a large black patcfi 
in the middle. The sides of the lower neck and upper breast are 
chiefly or wholly rufous-butf with a vinous tinge. 

Bill in the male bluish black to dusky, in the female brownish 
horny ; irides clear to dark brown ; legs pale Heshy {Hume). 

Length about 7; tail 1*2»5 ; wing 3*5; tarsus 1; bill from 
gape *5. 

Distrlhution. A resident or partially migratory bird, found 
throughout the greater part of India and in the Irrawaddy valley 
in Burma. It has not been recorded from other parts of Burma, 
but it has been found in Manipur, in Assam near Dibrugarh, in 
tSylhet, and around Chittagong; so it doubtless occurs throughout 
the countries between India and Burma in suitable jdaces. It has 
not been observed in Ceylon nor in the extreme south of India, 
but with this exception it is met with at times in open grassy 
or cultivated ground throughout India up to the lower ranges 
of the Himalayas. It is common in 3ind in tlie suina^er, but is 
not known to visit the Western or North-western Punjab. It 
is not known to occur outside the empire. 

Habits^ tjr. Tliis, like the Grey Quail, is rarely, if ever, met 
with in forest ; it keeps much to grass of no great height and to 
growing crops, xilthough resident in many parts of India, it 
shifts its ground with the seasons, and it only visits Northern 
Bengal, Oudh, Behar, the N.W. Provinces, the Punjab, and 8ind 
in the monsoon. It is found in pairs from April to October, 
singly during the rest of the year. Its call is very different from 
tliat of the Grey Quail, being dissyllabic only. It breeds about Juno 
or July ill Northern India, from August to October in the Deccan, 
and lays from 4 to 9 eggs, yellowish white to dark brownish buff in 
colour, much speckled wuth brow n, and measuring about 1'09 by *83. 
The eggs are laid in a hollow on the ground, without any nest. 

Genus PEEDICULAi Hodgson, 1837. 

The present generic type is peculiar to the Indian Peninsula, 
arid comprises tw^o species that resemble Quails in size, but differ 
w idely from them, and, to some extent, agree better with Partridges 
in structure aud habits. The sexes are very different in plumage. 
The bill is short and thick, and the culmen very convex. The 4th 
primary is the longest, the first being intermediate in length 
between the 7th snd 9th. The tail consists of 12 feathers, and is 
about half as long as the wing. The tarsus is about as long as the 
middle toe and claw, and is armed in males w itli a blunt tubercular 
spur. 
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Key to the fS/iect\s, 

a. Breast barred black and ^vliite. (Adult moles.) 

n\ Throat chestnut ; a distinct white supercilinm. P. asiatica, p. 118 . 
O'. Throat dull brick-red ; no distinct white sviper- 


ciliuin P. at'yunda, p. li^O. 

h. Breast not barred. (Females and young.) 

(•'. Inner webs of primaries brown through out . . P. asintim^ p. IM). 
d' . Inner webs of })riniaries barred or mottled 

with buff P. fivyunda^ p. !:?(>. 


1357. PerdicTila asiatica*. The Jimjle BusJi-QaaU. 

Perdix asiatica, Lath. Ind. Orn. ii, p. (>40 (171KJ) ; id. Gen. llUt. viii, 
p. L>81 (18L>;3). 

Perdix cainbayensis, Temm. 7Y. Col. pi. 447 (1828), riee Lath. 

Cotiirnix pentah, P. Z. S. 18^32, p. 152; id. Tra?is. Z. S. ii, 

p. 19, pi. iii ; Gray in JIardw. III. Ind. Zoid. pi. 45, lig. ;3. 

Perdicula orgoondah, IJlyih, ('at. ]). 254, nec' jSy/*e». 

Perdicula asiatica, Adams^ 1*. Z. IS. 1858, p. 504; JIu7ite, N. ^ K. 
p. 54() ; id. S. P. vii, p. 1 58 ; iOid. j). 225 ; JIume, Cat. no. 82(5 ; 
Ihime Sc Marsh. Game P. ii, j). 109, ])1. ; 1 idal^ S. I\ ix, p. 77 ; 
JIutlei', ibid. p. 422 ; Leyge^ Birds (hn/i. ]). 752 ; lieidy S, F. x, p. (55 ; 
llavidson^ ibid. p. .‘317 : Davison ^ ibid. p. 411 ; llarnes^ Birds Born. 
p, 312 ; Oates in Hume's N. F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 440 ; Oyilvie Granty 
Cat. B. M. XX ii, p. 198. 

Perdicula canibayensis, apud Jerdmy B. I. iii. p. 581 ; Blyih, Ibis, 
1807, p. 1()0; Butler, B. F. iv, p. 0; Fairhank, ibid. p. 2(32 ; nec 
Lath. 

Loway H. ; Juhar. Manbhmn ; Auricomiai, Sonthali ; Girzn-pittay 
Tolegu ; KarHowya, Pun. 



Fig, 23. —Head of P. asiatica, d- F 

Coloration. Male. Upper parts brown, the crown usually more 
rufous and bordered or blotched with blackish ; the back, rump, 
and upper tail-coverts with wavy black bars, a few narrow buff 
snaft-streaks (wanting in very old birds) on the back ; scapulars, 
tertiaries, and wing-coverts blotched with black, with broader buff 
shaft-stripes and, the coverts especially, with buff cross-bars; 
quills brown, with buff spots on the outer webs, inner webs plain, 
the inner secondaries becoming banded and vermiculated ; tail 
browm, with black-edged buff cross-bars; forehead, supercilia, 

♦ I cannot recognize this bird by the original description in the * Index 
Ornithologicus/ but I quite agree with Hume that the present is the spewes 
described in Lathauds ^ General History.’ 
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cheeks, chin, and throat rufous-chestnut ; yellowish -white stripes 
speckled with rufous above the supercilia and cheeks ; ear-coverls 
bi'own ; breast and abdomen barred across with black and white 
or buffy white, the bars a little broader behind ; thighs, lower 
abdomen, and lower tail-coverts rufous, varying in tint. 

The adult feinale has the head and throat coloured as in the 
male; the upper parts are more uniform; tlie pale shaft-stripes 
are absent on the back, and narrow^ or in old birds wanting, on 
the scapulars and wing-coverts ; the lower parts from the throat are 
uniform dull rufous with a viuaceous or lilac tinge. 

Immature birds want the chestnut on the head ; the upper parts 
are much as in the male, but witli broader biilf shaft-stripes 
throughout; the lower surface is dull rufous or pah^ rufous-brown, 
with whitish shaft-stripes. The change to the adult jdumage is 
gradual. 

Bill black or dusky, w’ith a reddish tinge at the base, lower 
mandible usually pa](‘r; irides brown ; legs yellowish red. 

Length about (r5; tail ]-5; wing t/'lM ; tarsus '95; bill from 
gape '55. 

Dhtrimtion, The Indian Peninsula from the lioucr ITnnalayas 
to Oape Comorin, in well- wooded tracts only. This bird is found 
in the lower ranges of Kashmir, on Mount Abu and the Kucbawau 
hills of Jodhpore, but not farther west, whilst it is of rare occur- 
rence in Lower Bengal east of Midnapur and the Jiajmelial hills, 
and unknown farther east. It is common in parts of the N.W. 
Provinces, in Western Bengal, Orissa, ( Vnirai Provinces, 
tliroughout the Western Ghats, and in parts of the Malabar low- 
lands. It also o:‘curs in the northern part of Ceylon. 

Jlahits^ The Jungle Bush-Quail is an inhabitant of forests, 
hills, ravines, thick bush, and rich cultivation. As derdon says, 
‘‘ This Bush-Quail is found iu coveys or bevies of from six or eight 
to a dozen or more, and gtmerally all rise at once with a loud 
whirring sound, and after a short flight drop again into the 
jungle.” It is an exception to meet ^yith these birds except in 
little flocks, and when disturbed they generally fly in all dii'ections, 
but quickly reassemble. They feed chiefly on grass seeds, partly 
ou insects, and frequently utter a peculiar chirp or whistle. The 
breeding-season is from September to February ; five to seven 
creamy- w hite eggs, measuring about 1 by *83, are laid in a grass 
nest on the ground, usually under a bush or tuft, of grass. 

1358, Perdicula argunda. The Ihch Bush-Quail, 

Coturnix argooiidah, SijJces, P, Z. fi, 1832, p. 153 ; id. Trans, Z. S. 

ii, p, 17, pi. ii. 

Perdicula asiatiea, apud Bh/th, Cat. p. 254 ; Jerdon^ B. I. iii, p. 583 ; 

Stdiczka^ J, A. S. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 230 ; Adam, S\ F. i, p. 392 ; 

Butkr, S. F. iv, p. 7 ; Fairhank, tbid. p. 202 ; nec Lath. 

Perdicula argoondah, Hume, N. ^ P- 545: id. S. F. vii, p. 159; 

Hume ^ Marsh. Game B. ii, p, 117, pi. ; Hume, Vat. no. 827 ; 

Butler y S,. F. ix, p. 428 ; Havidsony S. F, x, p. 317 ; Barnes, Birds 
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Bo7n. p. 313 ; Oates JSf. 4’ B. iii; P. 441 } Ogihie Grant,, 

Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 200. 

Loica, Jl. and Malir.; Laxvmika, Tidl. \ 6V/i/wfl<3?eA, Tam. ; Kamp-lowga, 
Can. (Mysore). 

Coloration. Adult nudes have the upper plumage brown with 
rather broad buff cross-bars, slightly edged with black ; forehead, 
sinciput, supercilia, cheeks, chin, and throat dull brick-red, around 
the eye whitish, but no white superciliary band ; tail and quills 
barred on outer web, and generally barred or mottled on inner 
web with buid ; breast and abdomen barred blacjk and white, the 
bars broader than in P. asiatiea ; lower abdomen and lower tail- 
coverts pale rufescent. 

Adult females have the upper parts nearly uniform viuaceous 
brown, finely vermiciilated in parts, and ofteji ^^•ith some remains 
of buff bars posteriorly ; quills mottled with rufous and barred 
with the same on the outer webs ; lower parts brownish vinaceous ; 
chin, lower abdomen, and lower tail-coverts whitish. 

Younger birds of both sexes much resemble the young of 
P. asiatiea ; above, the upper parts are brown tinged v\ith rufous, 
much vermiciilated with buff and blotched wdth black, especially 
on the .scapulars aud tertiaries ; there are a few w hite shaft-stripes 
on the back. 

Upper mandible black, lower paler; irides brown to light red ; 
legs red {Hume). 

Lengf;h 7 ; tail 1*8 ; wing 3*3 ; tar.sus i ; bill from gape *6. 

Distribution. The range of this species is less than that of the 
preceding, for though P. argunda extends from the base of the 
Himalayas in the N.W. Provinces am) the Punjab to near Cape 
Comorin, and west as far as Lahore, Jodhpore, Kattiawar, and 
Cutch, it is not known to occur in the Eastern Central Prininces, 
Orissa, or Bengal, nor along the Western Ghats, nor on the low 
ground near the Malabar coast, nor yet in Ceylon. 

Habits, ^'c. This Bush-Quail keeps to much more open and drier 
country than its congener; it avoids hills, forests, and dense 
vegetation, and is chiefly found in sandy or rocky ground with 
small scattered bushes. Otherwise its habits are the same as those 
of the last species. It breeds, according to Hume, from August 
to September, and again in March ; and the nest and eggs are 
similar to those of P. asiatiea. 


Genus MICROPERDIX, Gould, 1862. 

This 38 an ally of Perdicula, from which, however, it differs in 
several details of structure. There is no spur on the tarsus in 
either sex; the bill is much longer and Jess high ; the tail is of 10 
feathers only, and rather more than half as long as the wing ; and 
the wing is shorter and more rounded, the 4tb, 5tb, and 6th quills 
being longest and subequal., and the Jst equal tp the IQth. 

The species resemble Perdicula in size and habits, and the typical 
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form was formerly reFerred to that genus. Three species are now 
known — two inhabiting the Indian Peninsula, and the thiixl 
Manipur and Assam. 

Key to the Species. 

a. Upper surface brown with black spots. 

a' . ilill from ^ape O’b to 0 7 incii : a 

distinct black chin in males M. erythrorhynchm^ p. 121. 

h\ Bill from gape O’o to 0 0 inch ; black 

chin indistinct or wauling M . hlewitti^ p. 122. 

b. Upper surface slaty grey with black bars 

and spots M. manipurimsisy p. 122. 


Ui59. Microperdix erythrorhynchus. The Fainted Bush-Quail, 

Coturnix erythrorliyncha, Syket^, P. Z. tS. 1802, p. 150; Blyth, Cat, 
p. 255. 

Perdicula ervthrorhyncha, Jerdon, B. 7. iii, p. 5H1; Blyth, lhis\ 
18(37, p. 1()0; Dadds. S' Werid. IS. F. vii, p. 87 ; Daly .Jour. Bom. 
N. IL Sac. ii, p. 140. 

Microperdix erytlirorhyucha, Gould ^ Birds Asia, vii, pi. 0; Humcy 
N. E. p. 548; Fairbank, S. F. iv, p. 202; v, p, 409; Oyilvie 
Gratit, Cat, B. M xxii, p. 200. 

Microperdix erythrorhynchus, Jlume, Cat. no, 828 ; Hume Marsh, 
Game B. ii, p. 120, nl. ; Butler, S. F. ix, p. 420 ; Davison, S. F. 
X, p. 411 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. .‘114 ; Oates in Hume's K, Sf E. 
2rid ed. iii, p. 442. 

Kadai, Tain. 



Fig. 24. — Head of M. erythrorhynchus, cf. 1- 

Coloration, Male, Forehead, lores, all round the eyes and gape, 
and the chin black ; a narrow white sincipital band running back 
above the eyes and brow'ti ear-coverts on each side; crown black, 
more or less replaced by browai in the middle of the occiput ; 
upper parts brown, back and rump with rounded or lens-shaped 
black spots ; scapulars, tertiaries, and wing-coverts with wiiite 
shaft-stripes, distant buff cross-bars and subterminal black blotches, 
chiefly on the inner w ebs ; quills brown, the outer webs with 
rufous-buff cross-bars ; tail-feathers blackish brown, with narrow 
buff transverse bands ; throat and cheeks white, surrounded by a 
black gorget: rest of the lower parts light chestnut, the upper 
breast washed with greyish brown, and the feathers with small 
round subterminal black spots ; the flanks and lower tail- coverts 
with large oval black spots with white borders. 

The femaU differs in having no black or white on the forehead. 
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sides of the head or throat, which are dull rufous, and there is 
little or no black on the crown. Immature birds resemble females, 
but have black on the crown like males. 

Bill, legs, and feet tine red ; irides yellow-brown {JerdoYi), 

Length of male 7; tail 2; wing 3*5; tarsus 1*1; bill from 
gape *(>. Pemales are soinev\'hat smaller. 

Distrihiition. The forest region on or near the Western Ghat s 
from the neighbourhood of Bombay to "JVavancore. Common on 
tlie JVilgiris. This bird has also been obtained on the Bhevroy hills 
by Mr. Daly and Dr. Warth. 

HabiU^ 4“^*. Boinewbat similar to those of Perdicttht asiaticn. The 
call is ditferent, and the flight less noisy, the plumage being softer. 
The breeding-season is said to extend from August till April, 
'varying with the heiglit and exposure; no nest is made, and about 
ten glossy spotless eggs are laid, of a pale creamy colour, and 
measuring about 1*22 by *31. 

1300. Microperdix blewitti. Bleivki's Bush-Quail. 

Perdicula erytlirorhyiicha, apud Blcwf. Jhls^ 1807, p. 404: id. 
J. A. S. li. xxxviii, pt. 2, p. lOO; Balb 5'. F. ii, p. 41^8 ; raw St/krs. 

jMicroperdix blewitti, If time, !S. F. ii, p. 512 ; Ball, S. F. iii, p. 204 ; 
vii, p. 225; flume, Cut.XMK 828 bis; flume M or .sh. dame B, ii, 
p. 120, pi. ; (kjiloie draut, Cat. fi. M. xxii, p. 204. 

Birsi-lawa, Central Prov. (Maiidla, Balaghat, COianda). 

This is merely a race of M. erjitlirorhynchus, but is smaller and 
has a much siiuiller bill. The male is distinguished by having th(‘ 
sincipital white band much broader and the black forehead 
narrower, whilst the black chin is either inconspicuous or wanting. 
The W'hole colour too is greyer in both si^xes, and the greyisli- 
brown wash comes much farther down the breast, whilst tin* 
abdomen is a duller and paler red. 

Bill, legs, and feet coraJ-red ; irides brown {flume). 

L<‘ngth of male 0*5; tail 1*7 ; wing 3*1; tarsus 1; bill from 
gape *5. Female smaller. 

Distribution. The forest region of the Eastern Central Provinces 
(Mandla, Balaghat, Beoni, Chanda, l^aipur, Bironcha, Bastar), and 
of Chutia Nagpur. 

1301. Microperdix manipiirensis. flumes Bush-QuaiL 

J*erdicula manipurcnsis, lltnne, S. F. ix, p. 407 (1880); xi, p. 300. 

Microperdix inanipiirensia, Otjilvie drant. Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 204. 

Coloration. Male. Forehead, superciliary stripes, cheeks up to 
the eye, chin, and throat dark chestnut; lores and a patch in 
front of the eye and another behind it w’hite ; ear-coverts brown ; 
upper plumage throughout dark slaty grey with a brownish tinge, 
the feathers edged with black throughout and mostly barred w^ith 
black, except near the tip, the black forming blotches on the 
licapulars, tertiaries, and wing- coverts ; quills dark brown, the 
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later primaries and the secondaries with buff bars on the outer 
webs ; tail black, with grey bars or mottled ; fore neck ashy grey ; 
breast and abdomen rufous buff, with black shafts and cross-bars 
dividing the paler tint into round spots, which are larger behind; 
under tail-coverts black, tipped and spotted on both webs with white. 

Females have no chestnut on the head, which is grey throughout, 
the chin and throat albescent ; breast and abdomen paler buff and 
less rufous than in the male. 

Bill deep horny dusky ; iridcs reddish brown : legs dull orange ; 
soles pale yellow (Hume). 

Length about 7*5 ; tail 2 ; wing 3*3 ; tarsus 1*05 ; bill from 
gape *57. 

Distnhution. This species was found, by Mr. Hume, in small 
bevies of five or six, inhabiting high grass at the base of the Eastern 
Manipur hills. The series collected by him contains the only 
known specimens with one exception, a skin recently received at the 
British Museum and stated, apparently on good authority, to have 
been brought from Bhutan. Jt is probable that this Bush-Quail, 
which is likely to escape notice, because of its living in elephant 
grass, occurs in Assam, and it may very possibly also be found in 
Burma. 


Genus ARBORICOLA, Hodgson, 1844. 

The Hill-Partridges of the Himalayas and Burma form a well- 
marked generic group, easily distinguished by their long and 
straight claws on the anterior toes, by want of spurs on the tarsus, 



which is about equal in length to the middle toe and claw, by 
their short, rather soft and slightly rounded tail of 14 feathers, 
less than half as long as the wdng, and by their rounded wings, 
the 3rd, 4th, and 5th primaries being generally longest, and the 
Ist about equal to the 8th, 9th, or 10th. The sexes are similar as 
a rule, but differ in A. torqueola. 

A remarkable peculiarity of this genus, first noticed by Mr. J. 
W ood-Mason ( J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. 2, p. 254, pi. ii), is the presence 
of a row of superorbital bones, extending from the lachrymal to 
the post orbital process. No similar bones are known in other 
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true Gallinae, but they were described by Kitchen Parker in thd 
Tiiiamons and in Psophia. These bones were found by Mr. Wood- 

Mason in Arhoricola torqueohf, 
A, airigularis^ A, rnfigularu^ and 
A, intermedia^ and from MS. notes 
in his handwriting on the labels 
ot two specimens of A, hvxmneir’ 
pectns collected by Mr. Limborg in 
Tenasserim, formerly in the Tw eed- 
dale Collection, and now' in the 
British Museum, I find that be 
ascertained tlu^ presence of the 
superorbital ossic!(is in that species 
and their absence in the Malayan 
A. c/iarltoni. The latter, with its 
ally A, cJtloropus, sliould conse- 
quently be placed in a distinct 
genus. 

SkuU A. nffyn/nris. About 15 Species are known, 

superorbitul bones. ranging from the Himalayas to 

Borneo and Java, and probably to tlie Philippines. Koiie are 
found in the Indian Peninsula or Ceylon, but six occur in the 
Himalayas, Assam Jtanges, and Burma. 

Key to the Species. 

a. Feathers of flanks with chestnut borders. i 

(i\ Breast grey. 

u". Crown chestnut A. tvrtpteola cf, p. 125. 

Crown olive-brown with black spots, 
a'h Chin and throat rufous wdth black 

spots A. rnfiyukirisy p. 12(3. 

K. Chin and throat black, fore neck 

rufous A. intermedia j p. 127. 

i'. Breast brownish ; crown olive-brown 

with black spots 4. torfpieola p. 125. 

c'. Breast chestnut; throat paler; a white 

gorget A, mandelLiij p. 128, 

h. No chestnut on flanks. 

d' . Breast grey A . alriyidm'is^ 127. 

e' . Breast pale brown A. brunneipectuSy p. 128. 

The habits of all the species are similar. They inhabit hill 
forests, are usually solitary or in j)airs, but are met with in coveys 
at times ; probably, as with other partridges, the old and young 
associate for a time, after the latter are full grown. They keep 
much to thick undergrowth, especially near hill-streams, and are 
rarely flushed or even seen ; they feed on seeds and insects and 
drink daily. When flushed their flight is rapid but short ; they 
occasionally perch. Their call is a low soft whistle, single or 
double. But little is known of their nidification and eggs, except 
that the latter are generally white and 6 to 8 in number, placed 
in slight depressions on the ground under trees. ; 




AUBORIOOLA. 


125 


1362. Arboricola torqueola. The Common HilUPartridffe, 

Perdix torqueola, Valenciennes, Diet. Set. Nat. xxxviii, p. 435 (18*25). 

Perdix luegapodia, Temm. PI. Col. pis. 402, 403 (1828). 

Perdix olivacea, Gray in Griffith's An. Kinyd., Aves, iii, p. 54 (1829). 

I’erdix torqnata, Less. Trniie, p. 500 (183i). 

Ai’boriphila torqueola, Gray, Cat. Mamin, ^c. Coll. Ilodgs. p. 127 ; 
Hume, N. 8f E. p. 544 ; id. S. EZ ii, p. 449. 

Arboricola torqueola, lilyfh, J. A. S. Ii. xviii, p. 819; id. Cat. 
p. 252; Jerdon, Li. 1. iii, p. 577 ; SioHczka, J, A. JS. Ii. xxxvii, 
pt. 2, p. 09; Godw -Aiist. J. A. S. Ii. xlv, pt. 2, p. 203; Hume, 
Cat. no. 824 ; Scnllt/, *S*. h\ viii, p. 349 ; Hume cV Marsh. Game Ii. 
ii, p. 09, pi. ; C. II. r. Marshall, Ibis, 1884, j). 428; Oyilvie 
Grant, Ibis, 1892, p. 892 ; id. Cat. Ii. M. xxii, ]). 207. 

The lilack-throated Hi IE Par tridye, Jerdon ; Peunra. Ban-tifar, II. 
(Kmuaun, Nepal, <fcc.) ; P<di, Ham Chukru, Cbamba ; Kaindal, Kangra ; 
Ko-hum-biit, Jjepcha. 

Coloration. Male. Crown bright cbostniit ; nape the same 
spotted witli bla< k ; ear-coverts paler rufous and with a rufous 
streak, inixi^d with black, running back from tliein ; sides of head, 
including lonis and sup(‘rci]ia, and chin black ; throat and sides 
of neck the same, except that the feathers are edged with white 
at the sides ; a white moustachial streak ; upper parts golden olive- 
brown ; featliers of the back tipped and barred with black, the 
suhterminal bars on the lower back, rump, and upper tail-coverts 
])ecoming triangular spots; scapulars, tertiaries, and wing-coverts 
pale golden brown, broadly edged with chestnut, and all, except 
the outer wing-coverts, with large black suhterminal spots; quills 
dark brown; primaries narrowly bordered outside, and secondaries 
mottled on outt^r web with rufous : tail-feathers olive-brown, 
irregularly barred and mottled with black ; a white gorget below 
the black throat ; breast slaty grey, the feathers with narrow 
golden-olive or rufous edges ; middle of abdomen white ; sides and 
flanks grey, each feather with an elongate white spot and broadly 
edged with chestnut ; lower flanks, thighs, and vent brown, with 
buff edges and black bars ; under tail-coverts black with white tips. 

Females differ from males in having the crown and nape brown, 
streaked with black ; ear-coverts brown ; sides of head and the 
whole throat rufous, with black terminal spots on the feathers ; 
the wdng-coverts are more spotted and barred wdth black ; a 
ferruginous gorget above the breast, which is tinted with golden 
buff ; the wdiite spots on the flanks are larger and generally extend 
to the lower breast ; they, howtjver, disappear from the breast 
wdth age, and are found there in young males also. 

Bill black ; irides brown ; orbital skin crimson in old males, 
purplish toA in younger birds and in females ; legs grey tinged 
with reddish fleshy (Hume). 

Length about 11; tail 3; wing 6; tarsus 1*75; bill from 
gape *9. Males average larger than females. 

DUtrihution, The Himalayas from Chamba to east of Sikhim. 
Bound also by Godwin-Austen in the Ndga hills and the higher 
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mnges north o£ Manipur*. This species is commouesfc between 
5000 and 8000 or 9000 feet, but is found occasionally at con- 
siderably higher elevations up to 14,000. 

1363. Arboricola rufigularis. BlytJCs Hill- Partridge, 

Arboricola riifogularis, Plyth^ J. A. IS. B, xviii, p. 819 (1849) ; id. 

, Cat. p. 253 ; Jerdon^ B. I. iii, p. 578 ; Beavan, Ibin, 1808, p. 385 ; 
HmuCy S. F. V, p. 114; llmue ^ Dav. 8. F, \'iy p. 444; IlumPy 
Cat. no. 825 ; 8. F. viii, p. 349 : Hume. Mar»h. Game B. 

ii, p. 75; Oatei^, B. B. ii, p. *328; Salmdorij Ann. Mus. Oil). Gen. 
(2) V, p. 020; vii, p. 420; Ogilme Grant j Cal. B. M. xxii, 

p. 212. 

Arhoriphila rufogularis, Hnme, 8. F. ii, p. 450. 

Arboricola rufigularis, Blyfh Is" Wald. Birds Burin, p. 150; Godw- 
Aust. J. A. 8. B. xlv, pt. 2, p. 84 ; Oates in Humes N. B. 
2nd ed. iii, p. 439. 

Arboricola tickelli, Hume, Game B. ii, pp. 73, 78. 

The Bufous-throated Jlill-Part ridge, .Jordon ; Peura, Kiiniaun ; Kohuin- 
hutj Lepcha ; Pokhu, Daphla. 

Oohraiion. Crown olive-brown, streaked with black, greyish 
and unstreaked on the forehead ; lores and long supercilia greyish 
white with black shafts ; sides of face white, speckled with black 
except on a stripe running back from the gape ; ear-coverts dark 
brown ; chin, throat, and sides of neck, united more or less behind 
the nape, rufous with black spots, largest behind the nape and 
diminishing in size towards the throat ; a band on the fore neck 
below the throat pure ferruginous red, generally, but not always, 
divided from the breast by a black border ; u])per parts golden 
olivaceous brown, not barred with black, but with semi-oval black 
spots on the lower back, rump, and upper tail-coverts ; scapulars 
and wing-coverts greyer, witli large subterminal black spots and 
chestnut edges ; quills dark brown, outer webs of secondaries 
mottled with rufous olive ; tail olive, with black markings and 
subterminal crescentic bars ; breast and flanks slaty grey, the latter 
with a white spot in the middle of each feather and chestnut 
borders ; lower flanks brown, with black crescentic spots and buUy 
edges ; lower tail-coverts black, tipped white. Sexes alike. 

Bill black; irides red-brown; orbits dull lake-red ; legs red 
{Jerdon). 

Length about 10-5; tail 2*5 ; wing 5*25 ; tarsus 1*6; bill from 
gape *9. 

Dutrihution. The Himalayas from the \^e8tern boundaries of 
Kumaun through Nepal, Sikhim, and Bhutan to the Daphla hills, 
where this species was found by (iodwiu-Austen, and probably 
farther east. It also occurs in the hill-ranges of Karennee and 
Tenasserira {A. tickelli), the variety there found generally wanting 


* Col. Oodwin-Austen has lent his specimens to tre for examination, and 
they are undoubtedly A. torqueola. There are several s|>ecimens, both males 
and females. 
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the black band beliind the rufous throat, but this is not a constant 
character. In the Himalayas this species inhabits a lower zone 
than A, torqueola, from the base of the hills to about 6000 feet. 

lr‘36t. Arboricola intermedia. The Arrahan IfdUPartridge. 

Arhoricola intcrmodia, Hlyth, J. A, S. B. xxiv, p. 27/ (1855); 
(iodw,-Auf^t. J. A. *V. B. xliii, pt. 2, p. 174 ; BlyfM 8f Wald, Birds 
Bnrm. p. 150; Huytie Marsh. (Btme B.\\, p. 85, pi.; Hume, 
Cat. no. 825 tor; Oates, B. B. ii, }>. 327 ; id. in, Hume\s N. ^ B. 
2nd od. iii, p. 440 ; llume, S. F. xi, p. 307 ; 0(jiluie Grant, Cat. 
B. M. xxii, p. 21 1 . 

Arhoriphila intorniodiu, Hume, S, F. ii, p. 450; Oates, S. F. iii, 
p. 344. 

7 \)u n ( J - Kh a, 1 3 u r in e s o . 

This is only distinguished from A. rufujidaris by having the 
chin and throat entirely black, followed by an unspotted ferru- 
ginous-r(‘d ^ 2 [orget without any black lower border. In all other 
respects this species is identical with the last, of which it is merely 
a race. 

.Distribution, Tlie Arrakan hills between Arrakan and Pegu, 
ranging as far north as Eastcu'ii Manipur, wher(^ Hume found this 
bird common, and to IS^orth Cacdiar and the !Nfiga bills, whence it 
was obtained by Clod win- A listen. 

13(>5. Arboricola atrigularis. The Whitc-clieeked HiU -Partridge, 

Arboricola atrogularis, Blyih, J. A. B. B. xviii, p. 810 (1840); id. 
Cat. ]). 253 : Godw.-Aiist. J. A, S. B. xxxix, ]•!. 2, p. 273 ; Ilame, 
S. F,\,\y. 44; Anderson, Yunnan Frped., Ares, p. 073; Hume, 
Cat. no. 824 bis; Hume cS" Marsh. Game B. ii, ]). 79, pi. ; Hume, 
S\ F. \i, p. 300; Oyilvie Grant, Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 209. 

Arborophila atrogularis, Hume, S. F. ii, p. 449. 

Arboricola atrigulari.s, Oates in Hume's N. E. 2nd tul. iii, p, 439. 

Pcura, Sylhet; Duhoy, Dubore, Assam ; San-hatai, (Chittagong. 

Coloration, (h'own olive-brown, passing into grey on the fore- 
head and rufous on the nape and sides of neck ; all feathers, 
except on the forehead, with black shafts or terminal spots ; a long 
supercilium from the lores, and area all round eye black ; a pale 
grey superciliary stripe, also from the lores, above the black ; 
cheeks white, passing into pale rufous on ear-coverts ; back, rump, 
and upper tail-coverts yellowish olive-brown, the feathers broadly 
tipped and barred with black ; scapulars and tertiaries greyer, with 
large subterminal black spots and ferruginous tips ; wiug-coverta 
light greyish olive mixed with dark brown ; quills brown, secondaries 
edged and mottled on the outer webs with rufous ; tail-feathers 
mottled olive and black ; chin and throat black ; fore neck black 
above, with white edges to the feathers, below with grey, passing 
into the grey breast aud flanks, fhe latter with white spots ; middle 
of abdomen whitish ; lower tail-coverts rufous -olive, with white tips 
and subterminal black spots. Sexes alike. 
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Bill black ; i rides brown ; skin of head, cheeks, and throat dee{) 
reddish pink ; legs lobster- red (Oripps). 

Length about 11; tail 2-5 ; wing 5*5; tarsus 1*75; bill from 
gape *9. 

Dktrilmtion, Assam south of the Brahmaputra : the Niiga, 
Khiisi, and Garo hills, Gachar, Sylhet, Tipperah, and Chittagong. 

1366. Arboricola mandellii. The lieihhreantcd HilUPartruhfe. 

Arboricola Tuanclellii, 1\ A. S. B. 1^74, p. ]06; id. Cat, 

no. 825 bis ; Hume Marsh. Game B. ii, p. 83, pi. ; (hjilrie Grants 
Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 214; Waddell., Gazetteer Sihhim, p. 230. 

Arboriphila mandellii, Jlurne., B. F. ii, p. 440 (1874), iii, p. 262, pi. 1. 

Coloration, Crown and nape dull chestnut, forehead and lores 
brighter; a dark grey superciliary band commencing above 
each eye and carried back to meet that from the opposite side 
behind the nape ; sides oF head and neck, and collar on hind neck 
deep ferruginous with black spots ; upper parts olive, the feathers 
of the upper back slightly fringed with blackish ; lower back, 
rump, and u])per tail-coverfs with pointed, elongate, black spots; 
scapulars, tertiaries, and wing-coverts with chestnut edges and 
black subterminal spots, the latter smaller than in A. rufi(fularis : 
quills brown, outer webs of secondaries mottled wdth rufous; tail 
olive-brown ; chin and throat pale chestnut, followed by a white 
gorget with a black border behind; most of the breast deep 
chestnut; lower breast and abdomen slaty gre\% whitish tow’ards 
the vent : sides and hanks grey, the feathers with central white 
spots and chestnut edges ; under tail-coverts olive, with white spots 
and tipped rufous. Sexes alike. 

The colours of the soft parts have not been recorded. 

Length about 11; tail 2-25; wing 5*5; tarsus 1*7 ; bill from 
gape *9. 

Distribution. The lower hills of Sikhim and Bhutan from 1000 
to 6000 feet above the sea. The first specimens obtained were 
from the Duars of Bliuhin ; but the bird lias since been pro- 
cured in Sikhim by the original discoverer Mr. Mandelli and by 
Dr. Waddell. 

1367. Arboricola branneipectus. The Brown-breasted 
Hill-Part ruhje. 

Arboricola brunneopectus, Tiekell, Bli/fh, J. A. S. B. xxiv, p. 276 
(1855) ; Hume 8f Dav. tS. F. vi, p. 443 ; Htime, Cat. no. 824 ter ; 
Hume if Marsh. Game B. ii, p. 87, pi. ; Bingham^ S. F. ix, p. 195 ; 
Ogilvie Grants Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 216. 

Arborophila briumeopectus, Hume., S. F. ii, p. 449 ; Hume Oatesj 
S. F. iii, p. 174 ; Walden^ Ibis, 1875, p, 459. 

Arboricola brunnei pectus, Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Burm. p. 150 ; Oates, 
B. B. ii, p. 825 ; Suhadori, Ann. Mm. Civ. Gen. (2) v, p. 621 ; 
vii, p, 426; Dates, Jour. Bom. N. H. Boc. x, p. 112. 

Coloration, Forehead and broad supercilia running back to the 
sides of the neck, cheeks, ear-coverts, and chin buff ; lores, a line 
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above aud another beneath the eye, the two uniting and extending 
back above the ear-coverts to a large ]>atch on the side of the neck, 
black ; crown olive-brown, the feathers tipped black, sometimes (in 
young birds ?) almost wholly black with brown bars ; nape and 
sides of neck chiefly or wholly black, but divided from each other 
by the superciliary stripe ; back olivaceous brown, with rather 
broad and nearly straight black cross-bars ; rump and upper 
tail-coverts the same, but the black bands are less numerous 
and have some pale bars intervening; scapulars, tertiaries, and 
wing-coverts paler brown, with black subteriniiial spots and broad 
ohesiniit tips; quills dark brown, outer webs with mottled bufl: 
tips, those of the secondaries broadly edged and mottled with 
chestnut ; tail olive with black mottling ; throat and fore neck 
thinly clad ^^ith black-tipped bull feathers, the skin conspicuous 
between them ; breast brownish rufescent bull' ; middle of abdomen 
whitish, flanks greyer, each feather with a central round white 
s])ot and a black tip ; under tail-coverts buff with siibterminal 
broad black spots. 

Bill black ; eyelids, patch behind the eye, and skin of the throat 
red ; iris dark brown ; legs lake-red ; claws orange (OaUs). 

Length about 11; tail 2*4; wing 5*5; tarsus 1*7; bill from 
gape 1. 

Uistrihiiiion. The eastern spurs of the Pegu hills in evergreen 
forest, Uie ranges east of the ISitangfrom Kareiinee as far south as 
'J'avoy, aho tlie neighbourhood of the liuby mines in Upper 
Burma. 


Genus TROPICOPERDIX, Blytli, 1859. 

Two Burmese and Malayan forest-haunting Partridges are 
distinguished from true Arhoricola by wanting the peculiar chain 
of superorbital ossicles, and by somewhat different plumage, much 
more mottled above, and with a patch of white downy feathers on 
each side behind the axilla. 

There are two species, of w hich one is Burmese. 

13GS. Tropicoperdix cMoropus. The (h'een-legged 
Hill-Partridge, 

Tropicoperdix chloropiis, Tickell, Blythj J. A. S. B, xxviii, p. 415 
(1859). 

Arhoricola chloropiis, TickcU, J, A, S, B. xxviii, p. 453; Blyth ^ 
Wald, Birda Burvi, p. 150; Hume tV Dav. S. P. vi, p. 444; 
Ilurnej Cat, no. 824 quat. ; Hume ^ Marsh. Game B, ii, p. 91, pi. ; 
Bingham, y S. F. ix, p. 195 ; OateSf B. B. ii, p. 326 ; Ogilvie Grants 
Cat. B. M, xxii, p. 219. 

Phoenicoperdix chloropiis, G. B. Gray, Hand-l. B. ii, p. 2G9 ; Hume, 
S. F. ii, p. 482; vi, p. 447 ; id. Cat. no. 831 bis. 

Arborophila chloropiis, Hume, S. F. ii, p. 449. 

Peloperdix chloroxius, Hume, S. F. iii, p. 176. 

Colorcdiorii Forehead, lores, and long supercilia dark browm, wdth 
whit© shaft-stripes, which become much broader posteriorly ; 

TOL. ly* K 
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sides of face, chin, and throat white, the feathers with blackish 
tips ; ear-coverts brown ; fore neck and sides of neck rufous with 
black spots ; crown and nape brown with an olive tinge ; upper 
parts from the neck and upper breast similar, but more rufous, 
with close narrow crescentic black bars, and the lower back, rump, 
scapulars, and wing-coverts mottled with rufous ; quills brown, 
outer webs of secondaries with mottled pale rufous bars ; tail 
rufous brown with irregular black eross-bars ; middle of lower 
breast ferruginous red ; middle of abdomen buff j white ; sides rf 
both flanks and lower tail-coverts pale ferruginous, with irregular 
black blotches and bars; axillaries and a patch of downy feathers 
on the flanks behind them white. Sexes alike. 

Bill dusky red at base, the remainder greenish : eyelids and 
orbital skin purplish ; legs greenish, claws yellow {Oateff), 

Length about 11*5; tail 3; wing 6*25; tarsus 1*0; bill from 
gape ‘9. 

Distrihuiion, Locally distributed in the evergreen forests on the 
eastern slopes of the Pegu Yoma and tliroiighout Tenasserim, 
from the extreme north as far south as IWcy. 

Habits, Like its allies, this is an inhabitant of forests, found 
sometimes in pairs, sometimes in small parties, feeding on seeds 
and insects, and hut rarely seen to fly. Davison notices that, like 
the Arboricolas, these birds come about midday to forest streams to 
drink, and tliey may be seen on ])athw’ays early in the morning. 
The note is a low, soft, double whistle. The e^ggs liave not been 
recorded. 

The other species, T, charltoni, inhabits the southern part of the 
Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, and N. Borneo. Hume repeatedly 
refers to a story, which lie discredits, of this species having been 
brought from Southern Tenasserim ; but 1 cannot find any trust- 
w orthy record of a Burmese habitat *. T, charUoni may be recog- 
nized by having the back vermiculated and speckled throughout, the 
upper breast chestnut, and the legs red. 

Genus CALOPEEDIX, Blyth, 1865. 

This genus has the tail, of 14 feathers, less than half the length 
of the rounded wing, as in Arhoricola, but is distinguished by its 
shorter feet, by its much shorter though straight claws, that of the 
hallux being rudimentary, and by the tarsus, w hich is considerably 
longer than the middle toe and claw% being armed with one or 
two spurs in males. Sexes alike in coloration. 

Two or three species or races are known from the Malay 
Peninsula, Sumatra, Borneo, and Java ; one ranges into Southern 
Tenasserim. 

♦ Blyth, * Ibis,’ 18t>7, p. 160, gave “ Tenasserim Mountains ” as the locality of 
this and also of 7*. ckloropm, but the insertion in the case of T. charltoni is a 
palpable misprint 
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1369. Calopsrdix oculea. The Ferruginous Wood-Partrldqe- 

Perdix oculea, Temm. Pig. et Gall, iii, pp. 408 & 732 (1815); Gray 
in Hardwickds lU. Ind. Zool. i, pi. 58. 

Cryptonyx ocellatus, Vig. Zool. Journ. iv, p. 349 (1829). 

lloliuluH ocellatus, Bhjth^ Cat. p. 253. 

Caloperdix oculea, Blyih, J. A. 8. B. xxxiv, ])t. 2, ]>. 289 ; id. Ibis, 
1807, p. 160 ; Hume ^ Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 449 ; Hum<% Cat. no. 831 
quat. ; Hume ^ Marsh. Game B. ii, p. 101, pi.; Oates, B. B. ii, 
p. 329; Ogilrie Grant, Cat B. M. xxii, p. 222. 

C'aloperdix ocellata, Bljjth ^ Wald. Birds Bunn. p. 151. 

Coloration. Heiul, neck, and 1ow(t surface deep ferruginous red, 
deepest on the crown, pale and albescent on the supercilia, chin, 
and throat; upper back black with two white bands on each 
feather, one intramargirial, and an inner parallel or siihparallel to 
the outer ; interscapnlar region, rump, and tail-coverts black, with 
deep rufous V-shaped iritramarginal bands ; scapulars and wing- 
coverts olive-brown, all except outer coverts with rounded black 
subtermiual spots; quills dark brown, secondaries tipped and 
mottled on the outer webs with rufous buff ; tail bla^tk, the two 
middle feathers with rufous snbmarginal bands ; flanks black with 
white bars; lower flanks and under tail-coverts ferruginous with 
black spots ; lower abdomen white or whitish in middle. 

Bill black ; i rides deep brown ; legs and feet pale dirty green 
(Davison). 

Length about 10*7o; tail 2*70: wing 5 8; tarsus 1-85; bill 
from gape 1. 

Distrihutioa. The Malay Peninsula, (extending into the southern- 
most part of Tenasserim, near Bankasooii, in dense forest. A 
closely allied race inhabits Sumatra. 

Genus CACCABIS, Kaup, 1829. 

The Red-legged Partridges, of which the present genus consists, 
are chiefly Palaoarctie, one species ranging into Northern India. 
They are birds of moderate size and almost uniform upper plumage, 
liaving the flanks conspicuously barred with black or chestnut. 
The sexes are alike, except that the male has a blunt spur on the 
tarsus. The tail, of 14 feathers, is slightly rounded, and about § 
to I the length of the wing. Third primary generally slightly the 
longest, Ist about equal to 5tb or 6th. 

1370, Caccabis chucar. The Chukor. 

Perdix chiikar, Gray in Hardw. III. Ind. Zool. i, pi. 54 (1830-32). 

Chacura pugnax, liodgs. Madras Jour. L. 8, v, p. 305 (1837). 

Caccabis chukar, Blyth, Cat. p, 251 ; Adams, P. Z. A 1868, p. 602 • 
1869, p. 185; Hume, 8. F. i, p. 226; id. Cat. no. 820; Sctdly, 
8. F. viii, p. 348 ; Biddulph, Ibis, 1881, p, 93 ; Scully, ibid. p. 686 ; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 309; 8t. John, Ibis, 1889, p. 176; Ogilvie 
Grant, Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 113. 

Caccabis cbukor, Jerdon, B. 1. iii, p. 664 ; Stoliczka, J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, 

K 2 
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pt. 2, p. ()9 ; Hume Marsh. Game B. ii, p. ."18 ; C. H. T. MarshaUy 
Ibis^ 1884, p. 423 ; Oates in Hume's N. H. 2iid ed. iii, p. 431, 
'Caecabis pallescena, Ilume^ Lah. to Yarh. p. 283. 

Caccabis pallidus, Hume, t. c. p. 284. 

Chuhar,^!.; Kabk,V.] Kashmir ; Chamba. 

Coloration. Upper parts varying from brownish oli\ e to ashy, 
the upper back and scapulars, and sometimes the crown, tinged 
with vinous red ; outer sca])ulars pure ashy with broad rufous 
edges ; sinciput and sides of crown alwavs grey, supercilia huffy, 
ear-coverts dull chestnut ; a black band across the forehead to each 
eye, continued behind the eye round the throat and forming a 
gorget ; extreme tip of chin and a H})ot at ('ach side of ga])(' 
black ; lores, sides of liead, and throat white or ])ale buft* ; (juills 
brown, all primaries except the fii\st with the outer web buff Jiear 
the ti]), and a butty ])atch on the outer edge of most secondaries 
near the end ; middle tail-feathers drab like the rump, terminal 
half of outer tail-feathers chestnut ; breast ashy tinged more or 
less with brown, and the sides with vinous; abdomen and lower 
tail-coverts light to dark buff; feathers of the ttanks grey at the 
base, each w ith two black bars, butf between the bars, and chestnut 
at the ends. 

Birds from tlie Himalayas are darker and browner, those from 
Ladak, the AVestern Punjab, ISind, and other dry open tracts are 
greyer and paler. The black gorget varies in breadth. 

Bill and legs red ; i rides brown, yellow ish, or orange. 

Length of male about 15 ; tail 4*25 ; wing 0*5 ; tarsus 1*8; bill 
from gape 1*1, Peinale rather smaller, length 14 ; wing b. 

JJistrilmtion. Throughout the greater part of AUostern and 
Cejitral Asia from the Levant to China. This species occurs in 
the Himalayas as far east as IS^epal throughout a great range of 
elevation ; also in the hilly parts of the Punjab, and in the higher 
ranges of 8ind west of the Indus. A closely-allied form, in fact 
ordy a race, C. saxatilis, distinguished by its black lores, inhabits 
the mountains of Southern Phirope. 

Habits, ^'c. The Chukor keeps, as a rule, to open hillsides, 
amongst scattered bushes or grass, but it is also found in 
better wooded country and in cultivated fields. These birds 
keep in coveys throughout the winter, and sometimes the coveys 
associate in flocks. They are noisy, and often utter the loud 
chuckling double note from wliich their name is taken. In spring 
they break up into pairs, and they breed from April to August, 
later at higher elevations than at lower, from 5000 or 6000 feet up 
to 12,000, and higher, even at 16,000 in Tibet. The nest, a few 
leaves and fibres or a little gra«s on the ground, contains from 7 to 
14 eggs, generally 8 to 10 ; these are pale cafe-au-lait in colour, 
spotted and speckled wdth purplish pink or brown, and measure 
about 1*68 by 1*25. 

Chukor, where they are abundant, afford fair shooting ; but 
they are inferior for the table to partridges, in general being 
rather dry. 
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Genus AMMOPERDIX, Gould, 1851. 

There are but two nearly allied species in the present genus. 
One, A, Jieyi^ is found in Arabia, Egypt, and Nubia; the other 
ranges from the Euphrates to the Indus. Both are of small size, 
and the sexes differ considerably in plumage. The tail is short, 
about halt as long as the wing, and slightly rounded, of 12 feathers. 
Wing rounded; 3rd primary usually longest; 1st but little 
shorter, and about ecpial to or between 5th and (1th. No spurs. 


1371. Ammoperdix bonhami. The Seesee. 

Berdix bonhanii, Frnser, P. Z. K 1843, p. 70. 

Ammoperdix bordmmi, Gould^ Birds Asia, vii, pi. 1 ; Adams, P. Z. S. 
1858, p. 503; Jrrdmi, />. I. iii, p. 507; liwme., S. F. i, p. 221); 
id. Cat. no. 821; llanie Marsh. Game B. ii, p. 45, pi.; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 310; St.John, Ihis, 1880, p. 175; Oates 
in JIunus N. E. 2ud ed. iii, p. 433; Ogilvic Grant, Cat. B. M. 
xxii, p. 123. 

The Seesee Partridge, Jerdon ; Sisi, Punjab, Sind ; Tihn, P. 



Fig. 27. — llfad ot A. tfonhami. ]. 


Coloration. Male. A black frontal band carried back above each 
eye and over th(; ear-coverts, succeeded below by a silky-white 
band through the eye, including the lores and ear-coverts, and 
terminating behind in a rufous patch: l)tdow the white are traces 
of a black streak ; crov\'n and nape dull ashy grey, sides of neck 
grey with white zigzag cross-bars; hind neck and back similar, but 
the bars overlaid and partially concealed by vinous red ; lower 
back, wings, rump, upper tail-coverts, and middle tail-feathers 
sandy grey finely vermiculated W'itb buff, especially on the scapulars 
and tertiaries, featlnu's of the lower back and rump with small 
blackish arrowhead-shaped spots along the shafts ; primaries 
brown, and, except the first, barwHl with buff on the outer web ; 
secondaries brown, mottled with buff on the outer web and some- 
times on the inner near the shaft; outer tail-feathers browmish 
chestnut, more or less pale-tipped; chin whitish, passing into ashy 
grey on the throat, cheeks, and fore neck ; breast vinous buff, 
passing into yellowish buff on the abdomen and lower tail-cov^erts, 
the feathers of the upper abdomen with rufous margins, those of 
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the flanks whitish, with chestnut inner w’ebs and black margins to 
each w^eb. 

Females differ in w'anting the black and w hite markings of the 
head, which is dull brownish grey irregularly barred with w hitish ; 
the upper parts are more isabelline than in the male, the wings 
more coarstOy marked, and the scapulars blotched with brown ; 
there is no grey on the throat nor black and chestnut on the flanks, 
the lower [)arts are barred light brown and buff, the throat is 
wiiitish, the middle of the abdomen with the lower tail-coverts 
being entirely buff, and there are broad but faint oblique streaks 
of whitish on the abdomen and flanks. 

Bill orange to chestnut; irides yellow to orange-brown; legs 
wax-yellow ; claw s pale browoi ( Hume). 

Length of male about 10; tail 2-5; wing 5 ; tarsus 1'’25; bill 

from gape *7. Females are rather smaller: wing 5. 

IHstributioa. The Salt Range and Kliariar hills of the Punjab; 
Hazara, and all the ranges of the Punjal) and Sind west of the 
Indus. To the westward this bird ranges throughout Baluchistan, 
Afghanistan, and Persia, and is said to have been obtained in 
Arabia near Aden. 

Habits^ Tlu‘ Seesee is chiefly found on bare rocky and stony 
hillsides, and is commonly seen in ravines, never in forest or thick 
bush. It is a bird of hilly deserts. It is usually met with in pairs 
even in the w inter. The call is a soft, clear, double note. Tho 
flight rather resembles a quail’s, and the bird rises with a whistle. 
This species brc‘eds from April till June, and lays 8 to 12 creamy- 
white eggs, measuring about 1*4 by 1*03, in a slight nest on the 
ground, often between stones or under a bush. Tlume speaks of 
Heesee as poor eating, but my experience of them in ISind and 
Persia w^as much more favourable. 


Genus FRANCOLINUS, Stephens, 1819. 

Tail of 14 feathers, slightly rounded, rather more than half as 
long as the wing; the 3rd or 4th quill longest, 5th and f>fch nearly 
as long. Tarsus usually spurred in males. Wexes similar or dis-^ 
similar. 

The Indian birds included in the present genus by Mr. Ogilvie 
Grant, wiiorn 1 have followed, have been by most ornithologists 
divided between two genera, Franmlinus and OrtygorniSy the Grey 
and Kyah Partridges being referred to the latter, which is distin- 
guished by having the sexes alike, by different plumage, voice, 
and habits. But the sexes are similar in Francolinus pictm, the 
habits of the tw o species referred to Ortygornis have nothing in 
common, and there are African forms that tend to connect all the 
Indian species with each other. The great majority of the 42 
species referred to Francolinus are African, but five species are 
found in India or Burma, and some of them range over a great part 
of Southern Asia. 



FRANCOLlNUe. 


135 


Key to the Species. 

a. Quills transversely barred or spotted with 
butt* on both webs. 

a' . Scapulars with a conspicuous buff su})- 
marginai band. 

a". A chestnut collar in males and nuchal 


patch in females F. vulgaris, p. 135. 

b". No chestnut on neck F. pictus, p. 137. 

b'. No submarginal butt* band on scapulars. . F. cMnensis, p. J38. 


h. Quills without transversely elongate spots 
or bars. 

c\ Breast buff, with narrow black cross-l)ars. F. pondicerianus, p. 139, 
d' . Breast brown, with broad longitudinal 

white stripes F. g alar is, p, 141. 


1372. Prajicolinus vulgaris. The Black Partrkhje or Common 

Francolin. 

Tetrao francolinus, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 275 (17()0). 

Francolinua vulgaris, iSteph. in Shaw's Gen. Zool. xi, p. 3l9 (1819) ; 
Blyth, Cat. ]). 251 ; Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 558 ; Blanford, J. A. S. B. 
XXX vi, pt, 2, p. 200; xxxviii, pt. 2, p. 190; Stoliczka, J. A. S. B 
XXX vii, pt. 2, p. 08; xli, pt. 2, p. 249; Jluyne, S. F. i, p. 220 ; 
(lodiv.'-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. 2, p. 83 ; Butler Hume, S. F. iv, 
p. 5; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 225; Hume, Cat. no. 818; Scully, S. 1\ 
viii, p. 348; Hume 4’ Marsh. Game B. ii, ]). 9, pi. ; Reid, S. F. x, 
p. 02; Murdoch, ibid. p. 1(.'8 : Barnes, Birds Bonw^. 307 ; Hume, 
S. F. xi, p. 304; St. John, Ibis, 1889, p. 175; Oates in Humes 
N. Sf E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 428. 

Francolinus molanonotus, Hume, S. F". xi, p. 305. 

Francolinus francolinus, Ogilvie Grant, Ibis, 1892, p. 38; id. Cat. 
B. M. xxii, p. 132. 

KalaAitar, H. ; Kais-titar, J, Nepal; Tetra, Garhwal ; Vrtmbi, 
Manipur. 

Coloration. Male. Crown blackish brown, the feathers broadly 
edged with pale brown and on the nape with white ; sides of head, 
with the chin and throat, black, except an elongate white patcli 
running back from beneath each eye and including the ear-coverts ; 
a broad chestnut collar all round the neck; behind this the upper 
back and the sides of the breast are black, the feathers with a 
large white spot on each web ; scapulars, interscapulars, tertiaries, 
and wing-coverts brown; each feather with a submarginal tawny 
or buff band, nearly or quite continuous, and pale edges ; pri- 
maries and secondaries dark brown, with tawny-buff transverse 
spots on both webs, forming imperfect bars ; lower back, rump, 
upper tail-coverts, and tail-feathers black with narrow white bars, 
terminal third of outer tail-feathers unbarred black ; breast and 
upper abdomen pure black in old birds ; flanks spotted w^hite like 
sides of the breast, but the two white spots on each feather 
coalesce posteriorly ; lower abdomen and thigh-coverts light 
chestnut tipped with white ; vent and under tail-coverts pure 
dark chestnut. 
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Female like the male above, hut paler and duller ; the chestnut 
on the neck is confined to a patch at the back ; the rump and tail 
are brown, with dark-edged buff bars that are wider apart than the 
white bars of the male ; sides of head and supercilia buff, the ear- 
coverts dark brown ; lower parts buff, chin and throat whitish, the 
remainder irregularly barred with brown, the bars on the feathers 
waved or arrowhead-shaped and broadest on the flanks. In old 
female birds the bars on the lower surface are narrower, and they 
tend to disappear on the abdomen. 

In young males the black feathers of the breast liave a pair of 
subtenuinal white spots like thosn of the sides, and the chin and 
throat are mixed with white. Young femal(*s have the breast 
similarly spotted, not barred. 

Bill black in the male, dusky brown in the female; irides brown ; 
legs and feet brownish red to orange. 

Length of male about Kbo ; tail 4 ; wing 6*25 ; tarsus 1*9 ; bill 
from gape 1*15. Females are rather smaller, but there is much 
variation in size in both sexes. The male has a spur on each 
tarsus. 

Distrihutton, The Black Partridge is found in suitable localities 
throughout Northern India from the Punjab and vSind to Assam, 
Sylhet, Cachar, and Manipur, the southern boundary in India 
running south of Futch and north of Kattywar, thence approxi- 
mately through I)eesa, Gwalior, and Hainl)alpur to the Chilka 
Lake in Orissa, whilst to the northward this bird ascends the 
outer ranges of the Himalayas, and is found along t he river-valleys 
to about oOOO feet or occasionally higher, l^his li'rancolin is not 
knowm to range cast or south beyond Manipur, but w’cst of India 
it occurs throughout Persia to" Mesopotamia, Asia Minor, and 
Cyprus, and was formerly found in Greece, Italy, Sicily, and 
Spain, though it is now extinct in those countries. 

JfahiU, <^r. The Black Partridge is most commonly found in the 
Indo-Gangetic plain and neighbouring parts of India, where high 
grass and tamarisk scrub occur in the neighbourhood of water on 
the borders of cultivation. It is found in cultivation away from 
jungle and in bush, but less abundantly, and it is always met with 
singly or in pairs, never in coveys, except immediately after the 
breeding-season. It feeds, like other partridges, on s(H>ds and 
insects. The call of the male, especially uttered in the morning 
and evening, from an ant-hill or some similar slight elevation, is 
harsh, and resembles the crow of a pheasant or jungle-fowl more 
than the recapitulated double whistle of most partridges : it has 
been imitated in Hindustani by the pious “ Suhhdn, terl kudrat 
(Omnipotent, thy power), and by the vulgar “ lahsan.pidj, adrak ’’ 
(garlic, onion, ginger), but ^^juk-jtde, tee-tee-tnr^' or the English 
imitation he quiclc^ pay your come nearer to the five notes 

of the cry. The breeding-season is from May to August, chiefly 
in June, and from 6 to 10 eggs of a drab or stone colour, 
measuring about 1*56 by 1*28, are laid on the ground in a more or 
less loosely-constructed nest of straw, grass, roots, or leaves. 
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Where abundant the Black Partridge affords excellent shooting, 
especially from elephants, and the flesh is gamey and well- 
flavoured. 

1373. Francolinus pictus. Tlie Fainted Partridge, 

Perdix picta, Jard. Sdhj^ 111. Orn. pi. 50 ("1828). 

Perdix fiepburnii, Gra\f in Hardw. III. Ind. ZooL i, pi. 55 (1830-32). 

Francolinus pictus, lUyth^ Cat, p. 251 ; Jerdon^ B. 1, iii, p. 501 ; 
Beavan^ Pis,, 1808, p. 383; King, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 210; 
Lloyd, Ibis, 1 873, p. 4 1 5 ; Bntler llunie, S. F. iv, p. () ; y, p. 211; 
Fairhank, JS. F. iv, p. 202 ; Ball, S. F. v, p. 410 ; vii, p. 225 ; Hume, 
Cat. no. 810; Hume Marsh. Game B. ii, p. 10, pi.; l^egge, 
Birds Ceyl. p. 744 ; Hume, S. F. ix, p. 208 : Butler, ibid. p. 422 ; 
Vidal, IS. F. x, p. 100; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 308; Oates in 
Humes N. ^ F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 430; Ogilvie Grant, Ibis, 1802, 
p. 40 ; id. Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 138. 

Titar, Kala titar, Mahr. ; Kahhera kodi, Tel. 

Coloration, Male. Forehead, supercilia, lores, and sides of head 
dull ferruginous red ; crown black with buff edges to the feathers ; 
back and sides of neck the same, but the buff edges are broader and 
more rufous ; upper back black with white spots ; wiug-covorts 
blackish brown, w ith large rufous-]>uff‘ spots and bars ; scapulars 
the same, each with a subinargiual buff baud; quills brown, with 
transversely broad rufous-buff spots on each w^eb, becoming bars 
on the secondaries ; low’or back, rump, upper tail-coverts, and 
middle lail-feathers narrowly barred blat^k aiul wdiito ; outer tail- 
feathers the same, but ^vith black ends, which are broader on the 
outermost feathers ; chin and throat paler ferruginous than the 
cheeks and becoming streaked with black on the fore neck; breast 
and flanks nearly (’overed with huffy-white s[)ots separated from 
each other by black ; low’or abdomeu dull rufous, passing into 
chestnut on the lower tail-c’overts. 

Females scarcely differ except that tlie pale bars on the lower 
])ack, rump, and tail are more distant, and bufl‘ instead of white ; 
the throat too is whitish. 

Bill blackish ; i rides dark brown ; legs yellowish red {Jerdon), 
No spurs in. either sex. 

Length 12 ; tail 3 ; w ing 5-5 ; tarsus 1*7 ; bill from gape 1*05. 

Dlstrihution, The southern limit of FraneMhms vulgaris is the 
northern boundary of the. range of the Painted Partridge, which 
is common in Guzerat, Khandesh, the Nerbudda valley, and parts 
of the Deccan, less common in the Central Indian Agency, 
Bundelkhand, Jhansi, 8augor, the Central Provinces, and the 
northern parts of the Madras Presidency ; still rarer farther south, 
and w^anting on the Malabar coast south of Bombay, in Mysore, 
and in the peninsula south of Coimbatore. It occurs in Ceylon, 
but only, so far as is known, on some of the lower hills of the 
Central Province west and south of Nuwara-Elia. 

Habits, ^"6-. Similar to those of F, vulgaris, except that the present 
species is more commonly found in dry grassy tracts away from 
water ; it affects cultivation to a greater extent, and it much more 
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often perches in trees ; the male especially often utters its 
call-note, which resembles that of the Black Partridge, but is less 
harsh and has a very different tone, from a tree. The neat and 
eggs closely resemble those of the Black Partridge ; the breeding- 
season is from July to September (June to August according to 
Jerdon), and the eggs, usually 7 or 8 in number, are creamy white 
to drab in colour, and measure about 1*4 by 1*18. 

W lie re plentiful this Partridge affords good shooting, and it is, 
in the cold season, an excellent bird for the table. 

On the boundary between the areas inhabited by the Black and 
Painted Partridge respectively hybrids between the two have been 
found, as at Beesa by Capt. Butler (Hume & Marsh. ‘ Game Birds,’ 
ii, p. 25, pL), and, 1 think, in Cutch and Katcyvvar (J. A. S. 
xxxviii, pt. 2, p. 1 ; xxxix, pt. 2, p. 1 2 1 ). F or the hybrid the name 
F, inter medius was suggested by Butler (S. F. v, p. 211), and the 
name wasatoue time accepted by Ogilvie Grant (Ibis, 1892, p. 4U). 

1374. Francolinus chinensis. The Eastern or Chinese FrancoUn. 

Totrao chinensis, Osheck, Voy. China^ ii, p. 326 (1771). 

Tetrao pei latus, Gm, Eyst Nat, i, 2, p. 758 (1788). 

Francolinus perlatus, Steph, in Shaw's Gen. Zool. xi, p. ‘>25; Ander-- 
8071, Ynnnan Fxped., Arcs, p. 672. 

Perdix phayrei, Blyth, J. A, S, B, xii, p. 1011 (1843). 

Francolinus sinensis, Blyth, Cat. p. 251 ; Wardl.-Hams. Ibis, 1877, 
p. 468. 

Francolinus phayrei, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xxiv, p. 480 ; Blyth 4* Wald. 
Birds BiU'ni. p. 149. 

Francolinus chinensis, Hume, N. ^ E. p. 539; id. S. F, iii, p. 171 ; 
id. Cat. no. 819 bis; Hume 4“ iMv. S. F. vi, p. 443; Hume 8f 
Mai'sh. Game B. ii, p. 27, pi. ; Oates, H. B. ii, p. 323 ; id. in 
Hume's N. E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 431 ; Oyilvie Grant, Ibis, 1892, p. 39 ; 
id. Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 136. 

Khd, Burmese. 

Coloration. Male. Middle of crown dark brown, the feathers 
pale-edged, a dull rufous or rufous-brown band on each side ; fore- 
head and a baud running back on each side above the eye black, a 
second black band from the gape beneath the ear-coverts ; between 
the two a white band from the lores beneath the eye and including 
the ear-coverts ; neck all round, upper back, and wing-coverts 
black with w hite spots ; scapulars and tertiaries black with buff 
spots, and broadly edged and tipped with dull chestnut ; quills 
brown, with, on both webs, small buff or whitish spots that 
become bars on the outer u ebs of the secondaries ; lower back and 
rump black, narrowly and closely barred with white; tail-coverts 
greyish brown, similarly barred ; tail-feathers black, with white 
bars on the basal two-thirds ; chin and throat white ; breast and 
abdomen with large white spots on a black ground, the spots 
increasing in size and becoming broad bars behind; under tail- 
coverts pale chestnut. 

The female differs from the male in having the sides of the 
head buff, with broken brown superciliary and cheek stripes ; the 
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upper plumage brown, with little or no chostnut on the scapulars 
and tertiaries, the upper back and scapulars with ill-defined pale 
spots and bars, and whitish shafts; the lower back, rump, and 
upper tail-coverts verrniciilated with buff and with narrow sub- 
distant bufl: and broad dark brown cross-bands ; chin and throat 
sullied white ; breast and abdomen buff, deeper posteriorly, barred 
with dark brown, the bars farther apart behind, middle of lower 
abdomen unbarred and passing into dull chestnut on the lower 
tail- coverts. 

Bill dark blackish brown; irides light reddish hazel; eyelids 
pale greenish ; legs orange {Oates). Tlie male has large spurs. 

Length 13; tail 3; wing 5-75 ; tarsus 1*7; bill from gape 1. 
The female is a little smaller. 

Distribution. South China, Cochin China, Siam, and parts of 
Burma. This Partridge is common in parts of the Irraw'addy 
Valley, north of Prome, and was found in Xarennee by Major 
Wardlaw-Bamsay. Specimens are in the British Museum labelled 
Toungngoo and Thounggyen valley. 

Jlabits, ijr. \ery similar to those of the last two species. This 
Prancolin is found in forest-clearings, bamboo jungle, and washi 
land, 'j'hc breeding-season in Burma is in June and July; the 
eggs, sometimes 8 in number, are pale buff, and are laid on the 
ground. Tiny measure about 1*3 by 1*2. 

1377). Prancolinus pondicerianus. The Oretf Partridge. 

Tbtnio pondicerianus, Om. St/sf. Nat. i, 2, p. 7(U) (1788). 

Prancolinus pondi(!erianus, tSteph. In Shaw's Oen. Zoo/, xi, p. 321 ; 
Ogilvie Grants Ibis^ 1802, p. 40; id. Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 141. 

Perdix orientalis, Gray in JIardw. III. Ind. Zool. i, ])1. 56, tig. 2 
(1830-32). 

Perdix ponticeriana, Blyth^ Cat. p. 252. 

Ortyffornis ponticeriana, Jerdon. B. 1. iii, p. 569 ; Hume, S. I', i, 
p. 227 ; liall^ S. vii, p. 225. 

Ortygornis pondicerianus, Hume, N. B. ]>. 542 ; Hume ^ Marsh. 
Game B. ii, p. 51, ])1. ; iii, p. 434; Hume, Cat. no. 822; Ley ye. 
Birds Ceyl. p. 748 : Biithr, S. F. ix, p. 422 ; Beid, S. F. x, p. 62 ; 
Davison, ibid. p. 410 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 31 1 ; Oates in Humes 
N. F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 435. 

Titar, Bam-titar, Gora-titar, Safed-titar, II. ; Jirvffi, P. ; Khyr, 
Beng., Uriya ; Goirjal-huki, Can, ; Kondari, Tam. ; Kaivunzu, Tel. ; 
Oussa-ivatuwa, Oing. 

Coloration, Crown and nape brown, forehead rufous, super- 
ciliary band and sides of head pale rufous, speckled with black on 
the lores and below the ej^e; ear-coverts darker and browner; 
back, scapulars, and wing-coverts light greyish brown, mixed with 
chestnut, banded transversely, rather distantly, with huffy w^hite, 
the borders of the white bands dark brown, shafts of the feathers 
whitish, especially on the scapulars and coverts ; quills brown, 
outer webs frequently with whitish spots, secondaries banded with 
whitish ; upper tail-coverts and middle tail-feathers brown, finely 
vermiculated with buff, and with huffy- white cross-bars having 
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blackish borders ; outer tail-coverts chestnut, shading towards the 
ends into dark brown, pale-tipped ; chin and throat whitish to 
rufous buff, surrounded by a broken blackish-brown band; re- 
mainder of lower parts buff with narrow, rather irrt^gular, 



Fig. 28 . — Head of F. jumdicerianus. 


transverse bars, that are partly or wholly weanling on the middle 
of the abdomen, vent, and lower tail-coverts. 

Sexes alike in colour. 

Bill dusky plumbeous; irides hazel-brown: legs dull red (Jtrr- 
doit). 

Length of a male about 12-o; tail 3%3 ; wdng 5*5; tarsus 1*0 ; 
bill from gape *1). Females are rather smaller, dhe male has 
a sharp, w'ell-developed spur on the tarsus. 

Distribution. Common throughout India, except in thick forests, 
and ranging westw ard through Southern Afghanistan, Baluchistan, 
and Southern Persia to the Persian Gulf. The eastern limit of 
this Partridge’s range is approximately the eastern border of tlie 
hilly country from Midnapur to Rajinehai and a line thence north- 
wards to the Himalayas. Tlie species is w anting in Low^er Bengal 
and in all countries to the eastward, and is tiho nnknow’ii in the 
Malabar coastlands south of Bombay. It is found near the const 
in iVorthern Ceylon, but not in the interior and southern party of 
the island. It is seldom found, either in the peninsula or ou the 
Himalayas, much more than 1500 feet above the sea. 

Ifabiis, The common Grey Partridge of India is most abun- 
dant in tracts where the country is half cultivated, and patches of 
bush jungle are interspersed amongst fields and villages, it avoids 
forests and swampy grounds. It is often found in coveys at the 
cornineneernent of the cold season, but pairs early. Its call, uttered 
in the mornings and evenings, is one of the familiar Indian bird- 
sounds, beginning with two or three single harsh notes, and 
continuing with a succession of trisyllabic, shrill, ringing cries. It 
feeds on seeds and insects, and is probably at times a foul feeder, 
though, as Jerdon correctly says, it is often unjustly accused. On 
account of its running habits, it is held in poor account by sports- 
men, though its flight is very strong and steady. Asa bird for 
the table, it is dry, but if killed early in the cold season, before 
pairing, it is by no means so deficient in flavour as it has by some 
writers been represented to be. The principal breeding-season is 
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from February to May or June, but many pairs lay a second time 
between Septeinlxjr and November; the eggs, six to nine in 
number, are spotless white, tinged with pale brownish, measure 
about 1*3 by 1*03, and are laid in a hollow in the ground, generally 
situated beside a bush or tuft of grass, and as a rule more or less 
lined with grass. 

This bird is often kept in cages by natives of India, either on 
account of its call, or, by Mabomrnedans especially, for fighting 
purposes. The cocks are very pugnacious, and the methods of 
capturing them are due to this circumstance, a tame cock being 
])laced out as a decoy, ofteii in a cage, and the wild birds captured in 
nooses or a neb when they approach to fight it. 

1376. Francolinus gularis. The K}jali or Sivami^-Partrkhje. 

Perdix giilariH, Temm. IHtj. et Gall.m, pj). 401, 731 (1815) ; Gray in 
]1(tr(hv. 111. hid. Zool. i, pi. 50, tig. 1 ; Cat. ]>. 251. 

Francolinus gularis, G. li. Gray., List Sp. li. iii, p. 34 ; Oyilvie 
Grant, Ibis, 1802, p. 4(5 ; id. Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 158. 

Ortygornis gularis, Jerdon, B. I, iii, p. 572 ; Godio.-Avst. J. A. S. B. 
xxxix, ])t. 2, p. 273 ; xlv. pt. 2, p. 83; Hume vlj* Marsh. Game B. 
ii, p. 50, pi.; JInmOy Cat. no. 823; Ilame ^ hiylisy S. F. ix, 
p. 258 ; Hume CrippSy S. F\ xi, p. 305 ; Oates m llarnes N, 
H. iii, j). 437, 

Kxjnhy Khyry Kaijahy Peng. ; Koiy Koeray Assam ; BhiCtitary Cacluir. 

Coloration. Cro^^’n and nape brown ; superciliary stripe and a 
broader band below the eye and ear-coverts whitish buff; a brown 
band through the eye including the ear-coverts ; upper parts 
brown, more rufous in patches, marked throughout with transverse 
black-edged buff bars ; scapulars, tertiaries, and wing-coverts with 
whitish shafts ; primaries brown, passing into chestnut towards 
the base ; secondaries the same, but the inner quills becoming 
barred with buff like the u]>per parts ; middle tail-feathers 
brownish, mottled with black, and with traces of buff cross-bands, 
outer tail-feathers dull brownish chestnut with pale tips ; chin, 
throat., and fore neck ferruginous red ; rest of lower parts brown 
with broad white streaks or dashes, edged with black, and increas- 
ing in breadth behind, occupying fhe middle of each feather; lower 
tail-coverts pale rufous, feathers around vent still paler. Sexes 
alike, but the male is distinguished by having a spur on each 
tarsus. 

Bill blackish ; irides brown ; legs dull red (Jerdon). 

Length about 15 ; tail 4*25 ; wing 7-25 ; tarsus 2*25 ; bill from 
gaj>e 1. Females are rather less. 

Distribution. The alluvial plain of the Ganges and Brahmaputra, 
from the extremity of Assam and Cachar to the N.W. Ih'ovinces 
(Pilibbit), hut not in the Sundarbans. Godwin- Austen notices the 
occasional occurrence of this Partridge on the Khasi plateau. 

HahitSy The Kyah is found in high-grass jungle and cane 
brakes, chiefly near the edges of rivei:‘s and jlieels, and may be met 
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with in cultivation on the borders of grass jungle when feeding 
in the mornings and evenings. The call of this fine Partridge 
resembles that of the last species. Very little is known of the 
breeding; five pale {mfe-au~lait\ slightly speckled eggs 

were taken by Mr. Eainey in Jessore on April J3tb on the ground 
in grass jungle, in a rather neatly constructed grass nest. These 
eggs measure about 1*47 by 1*2. Pive eggs, half incubated, were 
also taken by Mr. Cripps in Assam on April 12th. 

This bird is usually shot from elephants, but I have shot it on 
foot in grass 3 or 4 feet high near Coigong. Por the table it much 
resembles F. pondiariaaiis. 

Genus PEBDIX, Brisson, 1760. 

The common European Partridge is the type of this genus, 
in which arc also includc'd three Central Asiatic species; one of 
these inhabits Tibet and occurs just within Indian limits. 

The tail is of 1 6 or 1 8 feathers (16 in tlie Tibetan species), rather 
more than half the length of the wing and slightly rounded. The 
4th primary is usually the longest. There is Jio spur on the tarsus 
in either sex. 

1377. Perdix hodgsoniae. llu' 'Tibetan PartrUb/e, 

Sacfa hodgsoriife, Hodgs. J. A, S. B, xxv, p. 165, pi. (]8o7). 

Perdix hodirsonia?, Gotdd, Birds Asia, vi, pi. 74 ; Adams^ P, Z. K 
1858, p. 503 ; 1850, p. 185 ; Cock Maj-sh. S, F. i, ]). 340 ; Ilume, 
F. Sr P. p. 644 ; id. S. F. vii, p. 4452 ; id. Cat. no. 823 bis ; Hume 
Sr Mai'sh. Game B. ii, p. 65, pi.; iii, p. 434, pi. iii (egg) ; Oates 
in Hume's N. E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 438 ; Ogilvie Grant, Cat. B, M. 
xxii, p. 103. 

Sakpha, Tibetan. 

Coloration. Sinciput chestnut ; occiput and nape brown, each 
feather with a triangular buff terminal spot ; forehead biidy white, 
edged with black in front and behind ; lores, supercilia, and cheeks 
also huffy w hite ; a large black spot below the eye, with a white 
band behind it that merges into the buff throat and chin ; the 
sides of head and throat bordered by a broken black band ; ear- 
coverts brown ; bind neck and sides of neck dull chestnut, forming 
a collar ; back and rump huffy grey, the upper back distinctly barred 
transversely with blackish browm, but farther back the bars are 
scattered and the feathers vermiculated with black; scapulars, ' 
wing-coverts, and tertiaries mixed grey and dark chestnut or black, 
with buff transverse bars and with conspicuous white or buff black- 
edged shaft-stripes ; quills brown, with rather irregular transverse 
buff bars, rufous buff on the inner webs, secondaries with buffy 
white shaft-stripes ; middle tail-feathers whitish with very wavy 
and irregular black cross-bands, outer tail-feathers chestnut w’ith 
the tips buff, sj)otted w ith black ; breast buffy white, each feather 
with a subterminal black bar, a patch of feathers in the middle of 
the lower surface black with whitish edges ; flanks buff, broadly 
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barred with dull chestnut, and with the tips of the feathers verrai- 
culated with black ; lower abdomen and under tail-coverts buff. 

Sexes alike. 

In a young bird the plumage is brown, blackish on the crown 
and scapulars, pale below, the feathers with buffy-white bars and 
shaft-stripes almost throughout the upper parts and on the breast. 

Bill and legs horn-green ; orbital skin reddish {IJodgson). 

Leiigth about 12; tail 3*0; wing 6*3; tarsus 1*7; bill fiom 
gape *8. 

Distribution, The Tibetan plateau north of Sikhiin and Nepal 
and as far west as Hanle, but not so far as Ladak, at 14,000-18,000 
feet elevation. A specimen was once obtained by Mr. Wilson in 
the Ehitgirathi valley, just south of the Snowy Eange, but the 
statement in the British Museum Catalogue that this bird has 
been found at Darjeeling is due to an erroneous label. The 
Partridge from Kansu, east of Tibet, distinguished by Prjevalski 
and Ogilvie Grant as F, sifanica^ wants the black patch on the 
breast. 

Habits, ^c. Probably very similar to those of the common 
European Partridge, the call, according to ITume, being nearly 
the same. Ten fresh eggs of a pale drab colour were found by 
Major Barnes on duly 12th near the Pangong Lake ; one of these 
measured 1*77 by 1*2. 

Genus TETRAOGALLIJS, Gray, 1833. 

The Snow-Cocks are fine birds, much exceeding all the true 
Partridges in size. Six species are known, all confined to the 
higher ranges of Central and Western Asia, and of these two are 
found in the llinialayas. The tarsus is not feathered except quite 
at the base ; that of the male is armed with a stout spur. A naked 
elongate space extends behind the eye. The tail, of 20 to 22 
feathers, is much rounded at the end and nearly | the length of 
the wing ; 2nd primary longest, 1st a little shorter. Sexes alike 
in plumage or differing slightly. 

Key to the Sj)ecies. 


a. Lower breast and abdomen dark grey T. himalayemis^ p, 143. 

h. l^ower breast and abdomen white with black 

streaks T, tihetamis, p. 144. 


1378. Tetraogallus himalayensis. The Himalayan 8now-Coeh 

Tetraogalliis himalayensis, G, JR. Gray, P. Z, S. 1842, p. 105 ; Blyth, 
Cat, p. 248 ; Adams, F. Z, S. 1858, p. 501 ; Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 549 ; 
Stoliczka, J, A. S. B, xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 68 ; Hume ^ Marsh. Game 
B. i, p. 207, pi. ; iii, p. 433, pi. iii (egg; ; Hume, Cat no. 816; 
Biddnlph, Ibis, 1881, p. 93 ; Scully, ibid. p. 586 ; C. H. T. Marshall, 
Ibis, 1884, p. 423; Marshall, Fairhrother, ^ Bruce, S. F ix. 
p. 207 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ E, 2nd ed. iii, p. 426 ; Sharpe, 
Yarkand Miss., Ares, p. 123, pi. xv ; Oyilvie Grant, Cat, B, M, 
xxii, p. 100. 
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KulIUf ZujJUy Baerttj Western Nepal ; Huimoal^ Ktimaun ; Jer^rmnal, 
hills N. of Mussooree ; Leep^ Kulii ; Galoundy Chamba ; Gourhapu, 
Kubuky Kashmir ; Kabk-i-dara, P. (Afghanistan) ; Snoio-Pheasant of 
Himalayan sportsmen. 

Coloration, Eoreliead and supercilia biifpy white; crown and 
hind neck ashy grey, sides of head the same but j)aler ; sides of neck 
and the chin and throat white ; a chestnut streak from behind each 
eye expands into a brojid patch on each side of the nape, and a 
deep-(‘oloured chestnut gorget runs round the throat; upper 
back bufly grey, slightly mottled ; rest of upper plumage black, 
finely vermiculated with buff; feathers of lower hack, rump, and 
scapulars broadly edged on both sides with buff, and the median 
and greater secondary wing-coverts with chestnut ; primaritis 
w'hite, wdth long ashy-brown ends which increase in length on the 
secondaries, and are. vermiculated with rufous buff towards the 
tips ; middle tail-feathers like the back, but w ithout buff* edges, 
outer tail-feathers chestnut towards the tips; upper breast greyish 
white, with siihtermiual broad black bars (sometimes wanting) to 
the feathers, then a band of pure wdiite ; lower breast and abdomen 
blackish grey, finely vermiculated with buff ; the sides of the chest 
and the flanks purer grey, the feathers edged with chestnut inside 
and with black outside ; vent and lower tuil-coverts white. 

Bill pale horny ; irides dark brown ; naked skin behind eye 
yellow ; legs yellowdsh red. 

Leugtli of male about 28 ; tail 8 ; w ing 12 ; tarsus 2'7 ; bill 
from gape 1*45 ; length of female about 22*5, tail 7, wing ] 1. 

Dut7%hution, The llimalayas w’OvSt from Kuuuiuu at about IPOOO 
to 18,000 feet in summer, lower in winter; also in Afghanistan 
and ill various ranges north of the Himalayas to the Altai. 

Habits, cfr* admirable account is given by Mr. Wilson 
(‘Mountaineer’), who is quoted by both Jerdoii and Hume. This 
bird keeps near to tlie snow-line, on rocks and bare ground, 
generally in flocks of irom 5 or 6 to 30. It feeds on grass, herbs, 
small bulbs, and seeds. Its call is a soft whistle. It breeds at 
high elevations from May to July, and lays usually about 5, some- 
times more, eggs, which are long ovals, stone-coloured, thinly 
speckled witli brown, and measure about 2*72 by 2*85. 

1379. Tetraogallus tibetanus. The Tibetan Snow-Cock, 

Tetraogallus tibetanus, Gould, P. Z. S, 1853, p. 47 ; StoHcdca, 
J. A. S. B, xxxvii. pt. 2, p. 68; Blanford. J. A, S. B, xli, pt 2, 
p. 72 ; Hume 4* Marsh, Game B, i, p. 275, pi. ; Hume, S, F. vii, 
p. 430 ; id. Cat. no. 816 his ; Sharpe, Yarkand Miss., Aves, p. 123 ; 
Ogilme Grant, Cat, B, M. xxii, p. 104. 

Hrak-pa, Bhot. (Sikhiin). 

Coloration, Sides of forehead, ear-coverts, chin, and throat 
white ; remainder of head and neck dark grey, slightly speckled 
wdth whitish, and passing into the paler, more huffy, finely vermi- 
culated upper back ; lower back, seapiilars, tertiaries, and wing- 
coverts blackish grey, finely vermiculated with buff, and broadly 
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streaked with huffy white or in some birds darker buff, from the 
feathers having broad buff edges ; rnuip, upper tail-coverts, and 
middle tail-feathers more rufous, more coarsely vermiculated, and 
without whitish spots ; primaries and secondaries greyish brown, 
without white at the base; inner primaries and the secondaries 
white-tip[)ed, and the while running u[) the outer web in the 
secondaries ; outer tail-feathers blackish brown w ith rufous tips ; 
upper breast white, like throat, but divided from (lie lower breast 
by a dark grey baud; remainder of lower partAS wln'to with broad 
black streaks, broadest on the flanks. 

It appears almost certain that the two sexes are alike when adult, 
except that the male has a thick spur. In inimatuie birds the upper 
breast and sides of the nc(;k are dark grey speckled and veriniculated 
with pale buff, the white being restricted to the chin and middle 
of the lliroat ; the lower border of the u[)per breast is purer grey. 
8till younger biixls have the upper plumage much spotted and 
mottled, and they want the black marks on the lower parts. 

Bill dull red ; irides brown ; orbits red ; legs red. The bill is 
said by Jluine to be greenisli horny in females, but they were 
perhaps immature. 

Length of male about ifO ; tail 7; wing 105; tarsus 2'4 ; bill 
from gape 1*3 : female rather Icv^s. 

DistrihtUlon. The higher Tibetan plateaus and some of the ranges 
around Yarkand and Ivashglinr. Within Indian limits this species 
has bwn found in Jiadak, at the bead of the Spiti valley, and m 
very high tracts in IvumauTi and 8ikhim. 

Habits, vSimilar to those of T, hinialayensis but this species 
kw^ps to even higher elevations, rarely, if ever, deseeudiug below' 
15,000 feet in summer. Nidification unknown. 


Genus LEEWA, Hodgs., 1837. 

A single species, almost restricted to the higher Himalayas, 
constitutes this genus. The plumage is peculiar, barr(id above, and 
marked below with large elongate chestnut spots tliat coalesce on 
the breast. The tarsus is feathered in front for half its length ; 
the tail, of 14 feathers, is rounded at the end, and is rather more 
than half the length of the wing ; the 1st judmary is normally about 
equal to the 3rd and very little shorter than the 2nd, W'hich is 
longest. Sexes alike in plumage ; the male has a blunt spur on 
the tarsus. 


1380. Lerwa nivicola. The Snow-Partridije, 

Perdix lerwa, Hodgs, P. Z. S. 1833, p. 107. 

Lerwa nivicola, liodgs. Madr, Jour. L, S, v, p. SOI (1837) ; B.ythy 
Cat, p. 248 ; Jerdon, B, I. iii, p. 655 ; Stoliczkay J, A, S, B, xxxvii, 
pt. 2, p. 68; Blanfordy J, A, 8, B, xli, pt. 2, p. 72 ; Hume, Cat, 
no. 817 ; Hume 4* Marsh, Game B, ii, p. 1, pi. ; Oates in Hume's 
N, E. 2nd ed. iii, n. 428. 

Lerwa lerwa, Ogilvie Grants Cat, B. M, xxii, p, 100. 
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Lerwuj Bhotia ; Jarif/una, Kumaun ; Quoir or Kttr Monal, Garlm dl, 
kc . ; Golabi\ lihairy Ter Titary Bashahr, &c. ; Barf-ka TitaVy Kulu ; Bijuy 
Chamba. 

(Coloration, Head and neck all round and whole upper plumage 
closely barred with black and bufFy white, the pale bands broad 
and rufous on the tertiaries and scapulars ; primaries and second- 
aries brown, the inner primaries speckled with whitish on the 
edges and tipped w liite, the secondaries broadly tipped and more 



l^ig. 1:0.- Head of L. nivicolu. 

speckled with white, and the inner secondaries tarred wi*th white 
near the ends; tail black with mottled white bars; breast deep 
chestnut, the feathers towards the base dark brown with white 
edges ; abdomen similar, but the white margins are broader and 
uiuch more conspicuous, and the feathers have subterminal black 
bars, the white edges are broadest on the flanks ; low^r flanks and 
feathers around vent barred brown and rufous white ; under tail- 
coverts chestnut, wdth black shaft-stripes and bufl^y-wdiite tips. 

In young birds the chestnut of the lower parts is mottled and 
tipped with black, and the barring is less distinct throughout. 

Bill bright red ; irides brow n ; feet deep red. 

Length about 15; tail 4'5 ; wing 7*75; tarsus 1*5; bill from 
gape *9. 

Distrilniion, The higher ranges of the ITiinalayas from Kashmir 
to Bhutan and farther east, at elevations of 10,000 to 14,000 feet 
in summer, lower in winter, also in Moupin and West 8e-chuen, 
China. 

HaUUy This bird somewhat resembles a Ptarmigan, and is 
found in coveys or small flocks in autumn and winter, and in pairs 
in spring, on rocky or stony slopes, amongst stunted herbage above 
the forest line, except when driven down by the winter’s snow*. 
It has a peculiar shrill whistle, by which its presence is often made 
knowm, for when unmolested it is a comparatively tame bird. The 
young are hatched about the end of June at elevations between 
1^,000 and 15,000 feet, the eggs being large and white, freckled all 
over with reddish brow n. There are usually six or seven young 
in each brood. This is one of the best Asiatic game birds for the 
table. 
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Suborder PERISTEROPODES. 

The inner posterior notch on each side is less than half the 
length of the sternum. Hallux, or hind toe, on the same level as 
the other toes, and its basal phalanx as long as that of the third or 
middle toe. 

Two families, each sometimes classed as a suborder, are com- 
prised — the Me<fapodiid(t>. with a nude oil-gland, and the Cracida\ 
which are peculiar to South and Central America, and have a 
tufted oil-gland like other Gallina) ; only the first requires notice 
here. 


Family MEGAPODIID^. 

liesides the nude oil-gland, the most remarkable character of this 
family is the mode of iiidification described below. The young 
are hatched fully feathered and able to tly almost at once. 

There are several genera inhabiting Australia, Xew Guinea, 
Celebes, and the neighbouring islands; only Metjapodins has a 
wider range. 

Genus MEGAPODIUS, Quoy & Gaim., 1824. 

Bill moderate; nostrils large, oval, longitudinally elongate; 
legs and feet large, claws very long and nearly straight, claw of 
the middle too as long as the culmen. Wings rounded, the 1st 
primary equal to the lOtli or a little longer ; secondaries as long as 
primaries. Tail short and rounded, of 12 feathers. 

About fifteen species are known, ranging from the Friendly 
Islands and Australia to the Philippines and Celebes. One species 
is found far west of the other members of the genus in the Nicobar 
Islands. 

1381. Megapodius nicobariensis. The Nicobar Megapode, 

Megnpodius nicobariensis, Blythy J. A, S, B. xv, pp. 52, 372 (1840) ; 
id. p. 239; Pelzeluy Novara Beise^ FeV/. p. 110, pis. iv, vi, 

fig. 12 (egg); BalL J. A. S. B, xxxix, pt. 2, p. 32; id. *V. F. i, 
p. 82 ; Ilume^ S. F. i, p. 313 ; ii, pp. 270, 499 ; id. Cat, no. 803 oct. ; 
linme Marsh. " (rurrie B. i, p. 119, pi, ; iii, p. 428, pi. ii (egg) ; 
Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 449 : Ogiloie Grants Cat. 
B. M. xxii, p. 447. 

Megapodius tnnkiitensis, Sharpe^ A. M. N. II. (4) xiii, p. 448 ; 
Walden^ A. M. N. H. (4) xiv, p, 163. 

Coloration. Sides of the crown behind the eyes, sides of head 
behind ears, and the nape ashy grey ; upper parts, including wings 
and tail, rufescent brown with an olive tinge ; chin and throat pale 
grey, remainder of lower parts greyish brown. 

l2 
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MUGAPODTIBit;. 


Toutiger birds are rufous brown beneath, only the chin and 
throat being greyish. 

Bill light greenish to yellowdsh ; lores and sides of head red ; 
irides brown ; tarsus and toes dark horny, sometimes greenish in 
front ; back and sides of tarsi and tibio-tarsal joint dull red ; soles 
pale carneons, sometimes pale yellow (Hume), 

Length Ki : tail 3; wing 9 ; tarsus 2 75; bill from gape 1-25. 



Fig. — Ifeacl of M. nicoharicnsis. 


Distnbutlon. The IVicobar Islands. No Megapodes occur at the 
Andamans, but some are said to liavo been seen at Table Island iii 
the Cocos, where Hume found some hillocks that might have been 
old nest-mounds. 

Habits^ cj-c. This Megapode keeps near the sea- shore in scrub 
and jungle, and is found in pairs, or in ducks that may contain at 
times 30 to 50 birds. It runs rapidly, and does not take flight 
till pressed, and it has a cackling call. It feeds on land-moll usca 
and insects, with vegetable substances. Like other members of the 
genus, these Megapodes lay their eggs in a large mound built by 
themselves of vegetable matter covered with sand, the heat pro- 
duced by tlie decay of dead leaves Ac. apparently sufficing for 
incubation. The eggs are elongate ovals, very large for the size 
of the bird, ruddy pink when first laid, and they measure about 
3*25 by 3*07. These birds are delicious eating. 



Order XV. HEMIPODII. 

This order contains a group of birds resembling Quails in size 
stnci appearance, and to a considerable extent in plumage, but 
distingLiislied (so far, at least, as Indian forms are concerned) by 
wanting the luillux and by having only the thrtje anterior toes, 
ddie Hemipodii differ in several important anatomical characters 
Irom the Gallirne (see Huxley, 1*. Z. N. 186S, p. The 

Aertebrm are all iroo, wluTeas in both (xallinm and Tterocletes the 
last cervical and anterior dorsals are always anchylosed in adults, 
and the last dorsal is united with the lumbar vertebraB to form 
the sacrum. The sternum of Hemipodii has a single deep notch, 
about two-thirds of the whohi length, on each side of the posterior 
border, and tlui cpisternal proc.ess is in corn pi etc perforated to 
receive the iniuu' ends of the coraf^oids. The ])alate is schizo- 
gnatljoiis, but the palatines, pterygoids, and basipterygoids are 
I^luvialine rather than (Jaliine in form. The nasals are scliizo- 
rhinal. 

As in other thrcMvtoed birds, the dee}) plantar tendons in Tanii.v 
unite and the (‘-oiubined tendon is divided to supply the three 
anterior digits. The ambiens is present, and so are the other 
iniiscl(‘s ot the thigh, except- the accessory fern oro- caudal, which 
is waiitirjg. T\n^. left carotid only occurs in the genus Ttiniiw 
In other characters members of this order resemble tiui Gallirue. 
They are {]uincubital and possess a tufted oil-gland and 14 to 15 
cervical vertebne. The young are hatched covered with down, 
which is mai’lied with a coloured pattern, and they run as soon as 
they leave the (‘gg. 

This order contains two genera or generic groups — Turnlx, with 
three toes, found throughout thv. warmer parts of the Old V^orld, 
including Australia ; and Pt'dionomus^ wuth four toes, peculiar to 
Australia, and classed by many writers in a distinct family. 


Family TURNICIl)^. 

Germs TURNIX, Bonn., 1790. 

Bill moderate, somewhat slender, straight, compressed. Nostrils 
elongate, horizontal, linear. Wings pointed, 1st quill generally 
longest in Indian species. Tarsus moderat/e ; no hind toe, the three 
anterior toes much longer in proportion in some species than in 
others. 

None of the species are truly migratory, though, as with many 
other resident birds, some species wander at particular seasons 
into localities which they do not inhabit throughout the year. 
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TUUNICID.^:. 


Key to the Species. 


a. Jiill pluml)eous or slaty. 

a'. Larger : breast barred black and white ; 
throat and middle of breast black in 

adult females 

//. Smaller, wing never exceeding 3 : middle 

of breast buff without black 

h. Bill partly or wholly yellow ; middle of breast 
buff without any black. 
e’. Wing 3 to 3*5. 

rt". Back in adults brown with slight black 
vermic Illation ; rufous confined to 

collar 

Back in adults with bold black and 

rufous markings 

(I . Wing 3‘5 to 4 


T. pvgnax^ p. 151. 

T. dmmmierlj p. 132. 


T. tanki, p. 153. 

T. alfnventri»y p. 154. 
T. Uaiifordij p. 155. 


The habits of all the three-toed Quails are very similar. They 
live chiefly in grass or low bush, only emerging into bare places, 
such as roads, in the iiioruiug and evening ; they are solitary, as a 
rule, and although far from rare, are seldom seen, except when 
disturbed by men walking through the grass. The bird then rises 
at the marts feet, flies with much the tlight of a Common Quail 
for a short distance, often not more than 10 or 15 yards, and then 
drops once more info the grass, whence it can very seldom be 
Hushed a second time. Bogs may often catch these birds alive, as, 
after one flight, they lie still and allow themselves to be captured in 
preference to flying. The food of all species consists principally 
of small seeds ; small insects and tips of grass and leaves are also 
eaten. 

Throughout the genus the femahvs are larger, and in several 
species they are more brilliantly coloured than the males. In the 
only species of which the breeding-habits are well known. T.puynax\ 
the birds pair, but still the ordinary conduct of the sexes during 
the period of incubation is reversed, for the male alone sits on the 
eggs and tends the young brood, whilst the females wander about, 
utter a purring call, that serves as a challenge, and fight each 
other. Jerdon has described how a hen is used as a decoy in the 
Carnatic, and other hens captured by means of a trap-cage when 
they approach to fight her. A similar device is employed in 
Bengal near Calcutta, as recently noticed by Mr. Munn. Only 
females are thus caught and only in the breeding- season, the birds, 
after they are taken, often laying their eggs in the basket or bag 
in which they are placsed. 

The eggs appear to be usually four in number, occasionally 
more numerous, broad ovals, generally pointed towards one end, 
and double- spotted — that is, they are stone-coloured, whitish, or 
yellowish, with two sets of coloured spots differing in tint and 
distribution. They are laid in a hollow on the ground, which is 
generally under a bush or beside a tuft of grass, and sometimes 
lined with grass. 
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1382. Turnix pugnax. The Bustard-Quail. 

Ilemipodius pugnax, Temm. IHg. et Gall, iii, pp. 612, 754 (1815). 

Hemipodius pugnax et taigoor, St/Jces, P. Z. S. 1832, p. 155. 

Hemipodius plumbipes, Sport. Mag.y May 1837, p.346. 

Hemipodius atrogularis, Eytoiiy P. Z. S. 1839, p. 107. 

Turnix ocellatiis, apud Blythy Cat. p. 255; Jerdonj li. I. iii, p. 597 ; 
Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. li. xliii, pt. 2, p. 174 {nec Scop.). 

Turnix taigoor, Jerdoiiy li. I. iii, p. 595; StoliczhUy J. A. S. li. jcli, 
]>t. 2, p. 250 ; liutlevy S. P\ iv, p. 7 ; v, p. 231 ; ix, p. 424 ; Bally 
S. P. vii, p. 22(); Hmnc Marsh. Game B. ii, p. 169, pi.; 
llumey Cat. no. 832 ; Leggcy Birds Ceyl. p. 701 ; Vidal. S. F. ix 
p. 77 ; DavisoUy S. F. x, p. 412 ; Macgregory ibid. p. 441 ; Barnes 
Birds Bom. j). 3J7; Ogilvie Granty Ibis, 1889, p. 455 ; id. Cat. 
li. M. xxii, p. 530 ; Oates in llurtui's N. E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 367 
Mumiy IhiSy 1894, p. 74 (with hgure of chick). 

Turnix puguax, lilythy Ibisy 1867, p. 161 ; StoliczkOy J. A. S. B. xxxix, 
pt. 2, p. 333; ilame ^ OateSy S. iii, p. 178; HuinCy N. E. 
J). 553 ; Ogilvie. Granty Ihisy 1889, p. 458 ; id. (T. taigooris 
subsp.) Cat. li. M. xxii, p. 534. 

Turnix plumbipes, Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Harm. p. 152; Kume tj* 
Dav. S. 1\ vi, pp. 450, 521 ; llunu'y Cat. no. 833 ; Scully , S. F. 
\iii, p. 350; GammiVy ibid. p. 45.3; Hume Marsh. Game li. ii, 
p. 177, pi. ; OateSy B. B. ii, p. 337 ; Humey S. F. xi, p. 310. 

Guhiy GiindlUy Salui-gundruy H.; Koladu S > Pared 5 , Tel.; Ankddeh d , 
Kuruny Kadeh J, Tam. ; Durway llatnagiri : Kdre-hakiy Can. (Mysore); 
Thmky Lepcha ; Nyon, Bunn. 



Fig. 31. — Head of T. pugnax. 2 • y- 

Coloration, Male. General colour of upper parts brown, varying 
from bright chestnut to dark greyish ; a more or less distinct pahv 
stripe down the middle of the crown ; supercilia, lores, and side.s 
of head whitish, more or less speckled with black; feathers of 
crown black with brown or rufous edg(‘8, many of the dorsal 
feathers irregularly banded black and rufous and more or less 
edged on each side with white or whitish, generally having a black 
inner border, so as to form longitudinal bands or spots that are 
excessively variable ; wing-coverts in part broadly barred black 
and buffy w^hite ; quills dark brown ; outer w^ebs of primaries with 
buffy-white borders, outer webs of secondaries with rufous or buff 
indentations ; chin and throat whitish ; breast barred black and 
buff ; rest of lower parts brownish buff. In immature birds the 
black bars on the breast are represented by broad subterminal spots 
on the feathers. 

Female, The chin, throat, aiid a variable area in the middle of 
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the breast are black ; feathers of the sides of the head and of the 
median coronal band distinctly edged with black. Otherwise like 
tihe male. 

Young birds show more markings, and especially more buff 
longitudinal lines, on the upper surface. 

Bill dark slaty ; irides pale yellow ; legs plumbeous {Jerdon), 
Length of male (> ; tail LI: wing ; tarsus -9; bill from 
gape *(_)'). Ixuigth of ftnuale 6-5 ; tail L3 ; wing 

By Jerdon and Hume the Himalayan and Burmese race of this 
JTeuiipode was separated as T, oc('Ilaius or T, from the 

Indian form, T. ittigoor. The latter is much more rufous, the 
former greyer and darker. Birds from Sikhim are especially dark 
and rather large. The rufous birds, too, a]>pear to retain the buff 
lines and .s[)ots on the back more than the dark Eastern specimens. 
Mr. ()gilvi<^ Orant. who, like Blyth, unites the two, has sliown 
that tlie Bark birds are found in localities wh(*re the rainfall is 
lieavy, but sonu' rufous specinieiis are from tlie South Koukau. 
Undoubtedly, liowever, the two pass completely into eacrh 
other some Burmese specimens are identical with Indian; and 
although Mr. Grant keeps certain Japam\se and (.’eylonese skins as 
a distinct su[>sp(‘cies called T. pn<ftta.k\ on account of a tendency to 
a rufous collar in the female, the different^* appears of no specific 
importance, for the C<‘v Ionesco birds are very similar to some from 
India. I follow Blyth and unite all these races. The true 
'J\ ocdlata proves to be a ITiilippirie species. 

Distv'thniion. Throughout India, C(‘ylon, and Burma, except on 
the higher liills, in dense foivsts, and in deserts. This species has 
not been observ(Hl in Sind or the Punjab, though it occurs in 
Catch and Eajpulana. It ascends the Eastern Himalayas to 
about 7009 feet, but it has not been met with at so great an 
elevation to the westward, and in Southern India and Ceylon it 
keeps chiefly to tht‘ plains and lower hills. Beyond Indian limits 
it ranges t-o the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, Java, Siam, Southern 
China, Formosa, and the Loo-choo islands. 

.Habits^ dfc. The principal habits have been described under the 
genus. The breeding-.season in most parts of India and Burma is 
in the rainy season, hut in Ceylon from February to May, acconling 
to liCgge. The hollow in the ground used as a nest is sometimes 
without lining, sometimes lined and coverc^d above with a slight 
dome of dry grass, and with a lateral entrance. The eggs, four 
( sometimes more) in number, are greyish striped with reddish, and 
usually blotched with brown, and measure about *94 by *78. 

1383. Turnix dnssumieri. The Little Buttan-Quaih 

Hemipodius dussuriiieri, Temm. Tl. Chi. pi. 454, fig. 2 (1828). 

llemipodius sykesi, Smithy III. Zool. S. notes to ph 10 (1888). 

Turnix dussumieri, Blythj Ihin^ 1807, p. 161 ; HumCf S. F. i, p. 227 ; 
vh, p. 226; xi, p. 3i2; Adayn, S. F. ii, p. 388 ; Butler, S. F. iv, 
p. 9; vii, p. 186; ix, p. 424; Cripps^ S. F. vii, p. 298; Jffume, 
Cat. no. 8^5; H%ime ^ Marjh. Game B. h. p* 198, pi,; Vidal, 
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S. F, ix, p. 77 ; Reid, S. F. x, p. 64 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 336 ; Barnes, 
Birds Bom. p. 319; Ot/ihie Grant, Ibis, 1889, jp. 462; id. Cat. 
B. M. xxii, p. 540; Oates in Hume's N. E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 371. 

Turnix sykesi, Blyth, Vat p. 256 ; Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 600 ; King, 
A. S. B. xxxvii, pi. 2, p. 216; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xliii, 
pt. 2, p. 174. 

Ghinwa Lawa, Vhofa Lawa, Dabhi, Tara, Chimndj I'Miittva), Libhia 
(Purneah), JJ. ; Darwi, UHliia<^dri ; Vhinna (or Telia) dabba gimdLu, Tol. ; 
>SVm guudln, LIriya. 

3^111 -leathers (dongate and pointed. 

Colo'mtioa. Crown idac-k and brown mixed, a huffy-white median 
line ; supercilia and sides of hea<i bidty white, more or less speckled 
wdth black ; back of neck ferruginous red to rufous brown, witli 
buff edges to the feathers; back-feathers closely but irregularly 
barred black and rufous with traces of whitish edges ; the rump 
and upper tail-co\(;rts the same but darker; scapulars and wing- 
coverts rufous and black with conspicuous broad buff edges ; 
(piilks brown, outer prirnari(‘s witfi buff' outcT borders ; chin, throat, 
and abdomen almost white ; middle of breast bi’ownish huff, sides 
of br(‘ast lighter buff, w^ith heart-shaped black or blaek-and-ehestiiut 
spots. There is very little, if any, difference in the two sexes 
except ill size. 

Bill plumbt'ous; irides pale yellow; legs fleshy whitish 

Length of female o-o ; tail 1*3; wing2'9 ; tarsus *75 ; bill from 
gape *53. Males are a little smaller. 

Distrlhuf ioii. greater part of India and Burma, becoming rarer 
to the southward, and not known to occur south of Mysore nor iu 
(nylon. This species is found in ^ind and the Punjab to the Salt 
Range, throughout the Indo-(iangetic plain and Lower Himalayas 
up to, in places, about 6060 feet elevation, and it has been recorded 
from the Khasi bills, Manipur, and Pegu, but not from Tenasserim. 
To the eastward it is met with in Hainan and Hormosa. 

Habits, Though generally a resident, the small Button-Quail 
is believed to visit Jiajputaiia, Sind, and open parts of the Deccan 
only ill tlie rains. It breeds from April to October, according to 
locality, and lays usually 4, sometimes 5 or 6, eggs in a small 
depression on the ground lined with grass. The eggs are stone- 
coloured, minutely speckled with brownish and with larger spots of 
darker brown, and tliey measure about *85 by *65. 

1384. Turnix tanki. The Indian Button-Quail, 

Turnix tanki {Buck. Ham.), Blyth, J. A. S. B. xii, p. 180* (1843); 
id. Ibis, 1867, p. 161; Ogihie Grant, Ibis, 1889, p. 466; id. Cat. 
B. M. xxii, p. 544 ; Oates in Hume's N. E, 2nt{ ed. iii, p. 370. 

llemipodius joudera, Hodgs, in Gray's ZooL Misc. p. 85 (1844), 
descr, nulla. 

Turnix dussumieri, apud Blyth, Cat. p. 256 ; Jerdon, B. /. iii, p. 599 ; 
Godw.-Aust, J. A. B. B. xliii, pt. 2, p. 174 ; nec Temm. 

Turnix joudera, Butler, 8. F, iv, p. 8 ; v, p. 231 ; ix, p. 424 ; Hume, 
B, F, ir, p. 225 ; Ball^ B. F, vii, p, 226; Hume^ Marsh. GameB. 
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ii, p. 187, pi. ; Hume^ Cat. no. 834 ; Reid^ S. I. x,p. 64 ; Davison^ 
ibid. p. 412; Terry j ibid. p. 470; Taylor y ibid. p. 529; Barnesy 
Birds Born, p, 3J8. 

Laivdy LaxciUhutaiy H. ; Peddu daha-gundluy Tel. 

Coloration. Male. Sides of crown blackish, the feathers with 
light brown margins, mesial line of crown and forehead generally 
pale ; supercilia and sides of head butf, with, in most specimens, 
black tips to the feathers ; upper parts greyish brown, w itli irregular 
black cross-bars and venuiculatioii, almost disappearing in old 
birds, generally traces of butt' tips and edgings remain ; most of 
the wing-coverts (except the primary-co\erts) butt’, each with a 
broad subterminal black spot ; quills and primary-coverts brown ; 
outer primaries with narrow butt* outer margins ; chin and throat 
whitish, rest of lower parts buff, darker and brownish in the middle 
of the breast ; feathers of sides of breast with subtermiual round 
or crescentic black spots. 

Females have a broad ferruginous red collar on the back and 
sides of the neck. 

Immature birds of botli sexes have the upper parts tinged with 
ferruginous red throughout ; there is no distinct collar in the young 
female ; the black markings on the back are more distinct and 
coarser, and the feathers have buff tips and edges, not to so great 
an extent, however, as in T. pxujnaoc and T. hlanfordi. 

Bill, legs, feet, and claws orange-yellow ; irides white ; in males 
the culmen and tip of the lower mandible are brown. 

Length of female 6*5; tail 1*25; wing 15*5; tarsus *9; bill 
from gape *7. Length of male 6 ; w'ing 15*25. 

Distribution. Throughout India, from the Himalayas, at an 
elevation of about 400U feet, to Travancore. To the eastward this 
bird has been found in the Bhutan Duars, Tipperah, and the Naga 
hills (I have examined God win- Austen's specimen from the latter), 
but is replaced in Assam, Manipur, and Burma by T. hlanfordi. 
To the westward T. ianki is found, in the rainy season at all events, 
in Ciitch, 8ind, and Kajputana. 

IJabitSy i^'c. A solitary, silent, skulking bird, found usually in 
grassy patches in jungle or on the borders of cultivation. It breeds 
in July and August iu Upper India, about April in Mysore, and 
lays four eggs of the usual Tarnix type, measuring about *86 
by *75. 

1385. Turnix albiventris. The Nicobar Button-Quail. 

Turnix albiventris, Ilumcy S. F. i, p. 1510 ; ii, p. 281 ; iv, pp. 279, 293 ; 

id. Cut. no. 834 ttsr ; Hume Marsh. Came B. ii, p. 199, pL ; 

Oyilvie Cranty IbiSy 1889, p. 467 ; id. Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 545. 

Coloration. Similar to that of T. tankiy except that adults retain 
much of the black and rufous barring and mottling on the dorsal 
feathers ; the feathers on the sides of the crown are black with 
rufous edges ; and the collar in the female bird is much deeper 
ferruginous, chestnut in fact. Immature birds are undistinguishable 
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from those of T. tanhi, and the soft parts are similarly coloured in 
birds of all ages. 

Length of female 0*5 ; tail 1*3 ; wing 3*1 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from 
gape *7. Males rather smaller. 

Distribution, Common in the Nicobar Islands in long grass ; rare 
in the Andamans, which are mainly covered with forest. 

1386. Turnix blanfordi. The Burmese Btuton-Quail. 

Tiirnix blanfordi, Bhjth^ J. A. S. B. xxxii, p. 80 (I8i)3) ; Bhjtb ^ 
Wald, Birds Bunn. ]). 151 ; Ogilvir (iranty Ibis, 1889, p. 400; id. 
Cat. B. M. xxii, p. 542. 

Turnix maculosa, apud U. It. Grai/y Hand-L B. ii, p. 270 ; Ilume iS* 
l)ar. IS. F. vi, p. 452 ; Ilumvy Cat. no. 844 bis ; Hume Marsh, 
dame B. xii, p. 18'>, pi.; Binphnmy S. F. ix, p. 190; Huniey ibid. 
p. 208; OateSy B. B. ii, p. 335; Harney S. F. xi, p. 312. 

NyoUy Burmese. 

This is but littk* more than a large race of T, tanldy but, besides 
their greater size, adults are distinguished by being darker and by 
retaining a larger amount of black barring on the back; the sides 
of the crown, too, are darker. In immature birds the pale edgings 
to the dorsal feathers are conspicuous. 

Upper mandible and tip of lower brown, remainder of bill, legs, 
feet, and claws yellow ; irides white or yellowish white. 

Length of female 7 ; tail 1*4; wing 4; tarsus 1*05; bill from 
gape *75. Males are smaller — lengtli G'r5 ; tail 1*3; wing 3*0; 
tarsus *95. 

Distribution. Throughout Burma, China, and the adjoiuing 
countries, but not, so far as is known, south of Tenasserim. To 
the north-west this species has been obtained in Assam, the Khasi 
hills, Hill Tipperah, and Chittagong. 

HabitSy cjrr. The present species, like its allies, is generally found 
in grass about clearings in forests, in gardens, Ac. The eggs have 
not been obtained. 

The last three species, T, tanli, T. alhwentrisy and T. blanfordi^ 
are little more than races ; but adults can be easily recognized, 
though younger birds are very much alike in plumage. 



Order XVI. GRALLiE. 

la certaia re^spocts tliis order, consisting of tlie Kails, 
Finfeet, Cranes, Bustards, and some other families of schizo- 
gnathous birds, resembles the desinognatboiis Anisodactyli. Modern 
(►rnithologists diff.u' greatly as to the aflinities of tliese groups 
to each other and to birds belonging to other orders. By 
some writers the RalJithn and the lliliornlthidifi are placed in an 
ordinal group by themselves by others the Jhiils and Cranes 
with some other families are associated together and the Bustards 
transferred to the neighbourhood of tlie Plovers t. As in the case 
of the Anisodactyli, so in tlie pr(‘sent instance 1 adopt Gadow’s 
classificatioii J partly in order to avoid increasing the number of 
ordinal gi'oups, for if the Kails are made an order distinct from the 
Cranes, tlie Bustards, and })robabIy the Finfeet, would have equal 
claiiiis to ordinal distinction. In using for the present order the 
Linnean term GiviILt, the (‘xairijde set by Newton is followed, but 
he omitted the Bustards. 

In the Grallce the hind toe when present is slightly raised, the 
legs are generally long, and part of the tibia is bare. All are 
schizognathous and none possess ba8i[)terygoid processes. The 
vomer is always present and the angle of the mandible is truncated. 
There are two carotids. Nostrils pervious (except in Ithinocheius). 
Ambiens muscle al\Aays present, and cie(?a generally well developed. 
The deep flexor tendons are, as a ruh‘, Galiino (peculiar in 
JJeliornithida modified in OtkluUt^), The young of most of the 
families are hatched covered with down and able to run almost 
immediately, but in Heliornis the young are hatched helj.dess and 
nearly naked. AH, so far as is kno\^’n, lay double-spotted eggs — that 
is, eggs with one set of spots distinct and deeply coloured and a 
second set often purplish or grey, less distinct, and apparently 
beneath the surface. To the Grallae belong several families ; but 
there are great differences of opinion as to their affinities, and it is 
sufficient to deal here with the four represented in India, They 
may he referred to three suborders : — 

a. Oil-gland tufted ; a hallux present. 

a', Holorhinal; sternum with a siugle 

notch on each side Funic aiii>b. 

Schizorhinal ; sternum without notches. Grues. 

/>. No oil-gland ; holorhinal ; sternum with 

two notches on each side ; no hallux . . Oxides. 

• For instance, Sclat^r, ‘ Ibis,’ 1880, p. 408 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vol. xxiii ; 
Furbringer, ‘ Cntereuchungen,’ p. 166G. 

t Newton, “Ornithology,” Enoycl. Brit. p. 46. 

J P. Z, 8. 1892, p. 241 ; id. in Bronn, Kl. u. Ord. Tbier-reichs, vi. 4, p. 178* 
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Suborder FULICAEIM 

Scliizognathous find holorhinal birds with beterocoDlous vertebnr, 
and 14 or 15 cervical vertebrae. Tlie sternum has a single notch 
on each side ot‘ the posterior margin. Oil-gland tufted. Caeca 
well-developed. Besides the ambiens, the fern oro -can dal, accessory 
femoro-caudal, and suhteiulinosus muscles are always present; the 
accessory subtenciinosus is found in llalVulcr^ not in Ihliornithidiv, 

Keif to the Families. 

Ilcctricos 10 to 14, iisiiallv 12; an afterMliaft present. Rallidae, p. 157. 

liectrices 18; no afterslmit Heliomithidae, 

[P. 


Family IlALLID.F. 

The Bails, Crakes, and Coots constitute this family and have 
numerous representatives in India. They are marsh-birds in 
general, living amongst reeds or grass, and are such adepts in 
running through thick vegetation, a proceeding which is facilitated 
by their slender narrow^ build, and in hiding, that their presence is 
often unsuspected until they are betrayed by their voice. Owing 
to their skulking habits, the range of some of the Indian species is 
still imperfectly known. 

Tn this family the sternum much resembles in form that of 
TurnLv, and has a similar deep notch on each side. There is a 
small aftersliat’t to the contour feathers, and the fifth secondary is 
absent. There are long lateral bare tracts on the neck. The deep 
flexor tendons are Gal line — that is to say, the /. longus hallums 
supplies the hallux and the /. perforans digitorxun the other three 
digits, but the two are connected by a vinculum passing from the 
first-named to the second. 

The food is in most forms chiefly vegetable, consisting of various 
water-plants, seeds, &c., but in addition most of the species live on 
molluscs, on insects and their larvae, and on small crustaceans. 
Asa rule, the eggs are numerous and are laid in a coarse, roughly 
built nest of grass, rushes, and similar substances. The young are 
hatched covered with down, very often of a black colour, and are 
able to run or swim within a few hours. 

Key * to the Genera, 

a. Bill from gape as long as the tarsus or longer. 

a\ No white markings on back ; bill slender. B allus, p. 158. 

b\ Back with white bars or spots; bill stou^er. Hypotjbnidia, p. 160. 

* As in some other cases, this Key only applies to Indian specie?. 
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h. Bill from gape muoh shorter than tarsus. 
c\ No frontal shield. 

a". 2nd quill longest, Ist between /5th and 
7th. 

a^. Tarsus longer than middle toe with- 
out claw 

P. Tarsus shorter tlian middle toe .... 
b". »‘hd to ()th quills longest. 1st shorter 
than 8lh. 

Tarsus longer tlian middle toe and 
claw; plumage banded beneath . . 
(P. Tarsus shorter than middle toe 
without claw ; plumage not banded. 
fP. Upper mandible prolonged on forehead to 
form a frontal shield, 
c". No lobate fringe to toes. 

PK Plumage not blue ; frontal shield not 
truncated behind. 

aK Toes with a narrow straight-edged 
lateral fringe ; sexes alike ...... 

h\ No fringe to toes ; sexes differing. 
p. I’lumage blue; frontal shield trun- 
cated behind 

Toes with a membranous fringe 
divided into convex lobes; plumage 
blackisli grey 


On EX, p. 162. 
PonzANA, p. 166. 

IIallina, p. 107. 
Amaukohnis, p. 170. 


Uatj.inula, p. 17o. 
(tallickkx, p. 176. 

PORPHYIUO, p. 178. 
Fulica, p. 180. 


Genus KALLUS, Linn., 1766. 

This genus contains the typical Water-Bails. The bill is as long 
as the tarsus or longer, straiglit or slightly curved, and compressed ; 
the nostrils are linear and placed in an elongate groove on each 
side of the mandible. Wings short, 2nd quill usually longest, 
1st between Oth and 8th. Tail short. Tarsus slender, shorter 
than the middle toe in ty])ical species, and always shorter than 
the middle toe and claw ; toes long, slender, free. Feathers of 
forehead bristly. 

The genus is almost cosmopolitan. Two species are Indian. 


Key to the Sj)ecies, 


A brown band from lores to ear-coverts i?. IndicuSf p. 1/58. 

No brown band running back behind eye H. aquaticus,y. 160. 


1387. Hallns indicns. The Indian Water-^llail, 

Ballus indicus, Blyth, J, A. 8. B, xviii, p. 820 (1849) ; id. Cat. p. 280 • 
id. J. A. S. B. xxviii, p. 281 ; Adams, P. Z. S. 1858, p. 508 ; Jerdon 
B. I. iii, p. 726 ; Jlnmey S. F. iii, p. 416 ; Blytk, Birds Burm. p. 162 ; 
llumey Cat. no. 914 : Mume Marsh. Game B. ii, p. 257 pi • 
Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 778; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 342; 

Barnes, Ibis, 1885, p. 135 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 373 : Meid 
S. F. X, p. 453; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiii, p. 24. * 
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Coloration, Teathers of upper surface, including scapulars, 
tertiaries, and tail-feathers, black, with broad olive-brown margins, 
black predominating on the head and browm on the rump; 
supercilia, cheeks, and sides of throat ashy grey, the supercilia 
paler or whitish anteriorly : lores and a band beneath (or sur- 
rounding) the eye to the ear-coverts dark brown ; secondary wing- 
coverts olive-brown, usually with a few white cross-bars ; primary- 
coverts, primaries, and most of the secondaries dark brown ; chin 
and middle of throat white ; breast ashy, washed with brown ; 



Fig. 32.— Head of JL indiciin. 

abdomen dingy rufescent in the middle ; flanks black with white 
cross-bars ; lower tail-coverts black, with white edges ; edge of 
wing white, wing-lining black mixed with white. 

Younger birds have more white bands, which are dark-edged, on 
the wing-coverts ; these bands disappear with age. 

Bill brown, the basal two-thirds of the lower mandible and a 
stripe on the upper along the commissure vermilion in adults, 
reddish yellow in the young ; irides red ; legs and feet dull dingy 
pink or brownish (flume). 

Length 11 ; tail 2; wing 5; tarsus 1’7 ; bill from gape 1*75. 
Females run smaller. 

Disfrihutlon. A winter visitor to parts of India, ranging west as 
far as Indore, according to Barnes, and Sind, whence a specimen, 
collected by l)r. Gould, is in the British Museum. Adams says 
this Bail is common in the Punjab, but when he wrote the species 
was not clearly distinguished. It is common in Bengal, especially 
about Calcutta, and lias been obtained in Tipperah and Arrakan, 
but not elsewhere in Burma. It has been recorded from Ceylon, 
but there is no distinct evidence of its occurrence in Southern 
India. OiFside Indian limits it has been found in China, Eastern 
Siberia, and Japan. 

Habits^ The Indian Water-Bail is usually found in thick 
grass or rushes on the banks of marshes and wet cultivation. It 
is a skulking running bird, with a croaking call, seldom seen, and 
difficult to flush ; it feeds partly on small insects, mollusca, and 
worms, and partly on vegetables. It is not known to breed in 
India. 
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1388. Rallus aquaticus. The Water-Bail. 

Kallus aquaticiia, Linn. Syet. Nat. i, p. 202 (17(1^) ; Ilnme, S. F. 
iii, p. 410 ; id. Cat. no. 914 bis ; Hume c5* Marf^h. Game i?. ii, 
p. 261 ; Biddulph. Ibu^ 1881, p. 98; Scully, ibid. p. 091 ; Georye, 
Jour. Bom. N. IF. Soc. iv, p. 311 ; Sharpe, Cat, B. M, xxiii, 

p. 20. 

Precisely like 11. indicns, except- that there is no brown hand 
througli the eye to the ear-(*ov(‘rts, the sides of the head beiu/i; 
^eiK^rally ashy throughout; the lores are sometimes brownish, but 
there is no streak bdiind the eye ; the breast is pure ashy grey, 
without any brownish wash, the middle of the abdomen is sullied 
buff, and the under tail-eoverts are chiefly white. 

Upper mandible dark brown, basal half of upper mandible along 
commissure and basal two-thirds of lower orange-red, end of bill 
horny ; irides red ; legs and feet brownish pink to fleshy brown. 

Length 11 ; tail 2'25 ; wing 5 ; tarsus 1'6 ; bill from ga])e 1*7. 

IHstrihution. Throughout Europe and the Palamretie region as far 
east as Yarkand and Calud. A rare winter visitor to the 
11 imalajuis, obtained in Gilgit (Scully); Kulii (//u;y) ; and Dehra 
Dun (}[um.e). A skin from 8ind, included under this species in 
the British Museum Catalogue, is, 1 find (and Dr. 8harpe agrees), 
li. indicus, but Mr. li. George states that he killed a specimen 
near Shikarpur. There is also a skin of Hodgson’s, labelled Nepal 
and ])f'rhaps collected thert^. 

Habits, tj-c. Wimilar to those of B, indievs. The nest in Europe 
is placed in a swamp, and consists of dri(^d leaves loosely put 
together. The eggs, 8 to 10 or more in number, are pale stone- 
colour, sparingly spotted with purple and dark red, and measure 
about 1*4 by 1*05. 

Genus HYP0T.ffilNIDIA, Eeichenb., 1852. 

The typical species of this genus, IJ. philippensis, has a much 
thicker and shorter bill than llallus, witli both tarsus and middle 
toe exceeding the bill in length. In the Indian representatives 
of the genus, however, the bill is as long as the tarsus and is only 
distinguished by its greater thickness and by the genys being 
distinctly angulate. There are 10 species, widely distributed in 
the Oriental and Australian regions ; of these two occur within 
Indian limits. 


Key to the Species, 


Wing 4*5 to 5 : breast ashy grey H. striata, p. 160 . 

Wdng over 5 ; breast slaty grey IL obseurior, p. 162 


1389. Hypotaenidia striata. The Blue-breasted Banded Rail. 

Eallus striatus, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 262 (1766) ; Blyth, Cat. p. 285 ; 
Adams, P. Z. S. 1858, p. 608 j Jerdon, B, I. iii, p. 726 ; Godw.- 
Amt. J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. 2, p. 176. 
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HypotBeiiidia striata, Ihime, N. E. p. (K)o ; Hume ^ Oates, S. F. 
iii, p. 189; Armstrong, S, F. iv, p. 349; OateSy S. F. v, p. 165 ; 
WardL-Fams. Ibis, 1877, p. 471 ; Hume 8f Bar, S. F. vi, p, 468 ; 
Anders. Yunnan Ejped.y Ares, p. 692 ; Legge, Birds CeyL p. 775 ; 
Hume, Cat. no. 913 ; Hume <§* Marsh. Game B. ii, p. 245, pi. ; iii, 
p. 435, pi. ii (egg) ; Vidal, S. F. ix, ]). 87 ; Butler, ibid. p. 432 ; 
Bavison, S. F. x, p. 415; Terry, ibid, p. 480; Oates, B. B, ii, 
p. .‘139 ; id. in Hume's N. cV E. 2ri(l ed. iii, p. 399 ; Hume, S. F. xi, 
p. 329 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 372 ; id. Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc, vi, 
p. 141, pi. tig. 913 (egg) ; Bharpe,X*at. B. M. xxiii, p. 33. 

Kana~koh, Tarn. ; Wade-koli , Tel, ; Yay-gyet, BLirin. 



Fig. 33. — Head ot II. striata. }. 


Coloration. Crown, nape, and sides of neck cliestnut, more or 
less streaked with dark brown, that disappears in old birds ; 
upper parts, including the wing and tail-feathervS, dark brown with 
narrow broken white cross-bars, forming spots rather than bars, 
on the back, all tlie feathers except the (jiiills with lighter olive- 
brown edges ; chin and middle of throat white ; sides of head 
below eyes, v^ hole fore neck and breast ashy grey ; abdomen, 
flunks, and under wing- and tail- coverts blackish, barred with 
w hite. 

Females are rather duller, especially on tlie crown and nape ; 
middle of abdomen sullied white. 

Young birds have tlie crown and nape brown, not rufous, and 
no white cross-bars on the back. 

Colours of soft parts very variable: up])er mandible and tip of 
lower brown, basal portion of lower mandible and basal commissure 
of upper various shades of red ; irides light yellowish brown to 
Indian-red ; legs and feet olive-green to leaden grey or fleshy 
grey. 

Length 10*5 ; tail 19 ; wing 4*75 ; tarsus I’o ; bill from gape 1*G. 

Blstribution, Probably the greater part of India, Burma, and 
Ceylon in marshy places; a resident species. This Bail has 
not been recorded from North-western India north of 20° N. lat. 
except by Adams, who states that it is pretty common in the 
Punjab. It has, however, not been obtained either there or in 
the North-west Provinces by later collectors. It is common in 
Lower Bengal and in Pegu. Outside Indian limits it is found 
in South-eastern Asia and the Malay Archipelago as far as the 
Philippines and Celebes. 

VOL. IV. M 
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Habits^ Very similar to those of Ballus indim^^ except tliat 
the present species is a very silent bird, and only occasionally 
litters a rather sharp though not loud whistled note. The 
breeding-season in Bengal and Pegu is from May to the end of 
October ; the nests are pads of grass, varying in thickness, in 
swampy ground, aud the eggs are usually from 5 to 7 in number, 
pinkish stone-colour, spotted or blotched, chiefly about the larger 
end, with reddish brown and greyish lilac. They measure about 
1'35 by 1-02. 

1390. Hypotsenidia obscurior. The Andamanese Banded Hail, 

lUllus striatus, apud Ball, J. A. S. B. xli, pt. il, p. 288 ; id. S. F. i, 
p. 80 ; ^lec Linn. 

llypotainiclia striata, apud Ilnme, S. F. ii, p. 302; Walden, IhU, 
1874, p. 140. 

Hypotjenidia obscuriora, Hume, fS. F. ii, p. 302 (.Tan. 1874) ; iv, 
p, 294 ; id. Cat. no. 913 his; Hmne Marsh. Game B. ii, p. 253, 
p]. ; Oates in Hume's N. E. 2iid ed. iii, p. 400. 

Ilypotaenidia feirea, Walden, Ibis. 1874, p. 303 (April 1874). 

Ilypotamidia abnormis, Hume, A. F. iii, ]). 147 (1875); id. Cat. 
no. iU3 tor. 

llypotamilia obscurior (IL striatoe subsp.), Sharpe, Cat. B. 3T. 
xxiii, p. 37. 

Like the last species, but larger and much darker in colour; the 
bead and nape dark rufous brown ; upper parts generally blackish 
brown, wdth narrow’ pale edges to the feathers ; breast slaty grey. 

Bill Indian-red, tips of both mandibles and whole culmen deep 
horny browm ; irides deep brown ; legs and feet dark greenish 
horny {Davison). 

Length 12 ; tail 2; w ing 5'4 ; tarsus 1*0 ; bill From gape 1*75. 

Disirihution, The Andaman Islands. 

Hohits, (^'c. As in the last species. Kests with 4 and 0 eggs, 
resembling those of H. striata and measuring about 1*43 by 1, 
Lave been taken in May aud July.. 


Genus CBEX, Beclistein, 1802. 

The Land-Eail stands apart from all other genera of the family. 
It has a comparatively short, stout bill, the depth at the base of 
the upper mandible being more than half the culmen ; the tarsus 
is about equal to the middle toe and claw. The wings are rather 
broad, the 2nd quill longest, the 1st about equal to the 5th or 
6 th. 

There is but a single species, and that is a European bird, 
hitherto only recorded from the nortli-w^estern extremity of the 
Indian area. It is easily recognized by its rufous wings, and is 
more of a land and less of a water bird than most of the liallidm. 
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1391. Crex pratensis. The LaRd-Ecul or Corn-Crake, 

Rallus crex, Lhm. Syst. Nat, i, p. 201 fl766). 

Crex pratensis, Eechst. Naturg. DeiifschL 2“ Aufl. ii, p. 461 (1805); 

Blythe Ihis^ 1867, p. 172 ; Hume,, S. F. vii, pp. 440, 404 ; id. Cat. 

no. 910 qiiat. ; id. Game B. ii, p. 281 ; Scully, Ibis, 1881, p. 591. 

Crex crex, Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, pp. 167, 490; id. Cat. B. M. xxiii, 

p. 82. 

Coloration. In winter the feathers of the crown, hind neck, 
back, rump, and tail, w ith the scapulars and tertiaries, are black, 
with broad brow n borders growing grey at the margins ; upper and 
under wing-coverts ajid axillaries bright chestnut ; wing-feathers 
and primarv-co verts dark brow'n, the exposed portions rufous ; 
outer web of lirst primary ami edge of wing bulfy white ; sides of 
head, including siipercilia, and of neck, and the whole of the 
breast light brown, a darker band through the eye ; chin, throat, 
and abtloineii whitish ; flanks, thighs, and shorter under tail- 
coverts brown with white cross-bars, longer under tail-coverts 
white. 

In summer the siipercilia, cheeks, and fore neck are ashy grey, 
a light brown band passing from the lores through the eye and 
ear-coverts to the side of the neck; the breast is grey washed 
with light rufous brown, and the bands on the Hanks are more 
distinct. 

Young birds have white barring on the wing-coverts. The 
nestling is clad with black dowui. 

Bill, feet, and claws ]>ale brown; iris hazel (Seehohm). 

Length 10 ; tail 2 ; wing 6 ; tarsus 1’5; bill from gape 1-Uo. 

Distrih'ution, A migratory bird, found in the summer throughout 
the greater part of Europe and in Central Asia, and in winter in 
Africa and Arabia. It is said to be found at that season near 
Cabul. Various reports of its occurrence in Northern India have 
been heard from time to time, but all are of doubtful authenticity, 
and the only trustworthy record is by Scully, who obtained a 
single specimen at Gilgit on Oct. 8th. 


Genus PORZANA, Yieill., 1810. 

The little, short-billed, long- toed Water-Rails, with, a brown 
back, grey or greyish breasts, and more or less white spotting, 
form a fairly natural genus. The bill is comparatively short and 
moderately stout. The tarsus, which is at least half as ong again 
as the bill, is considerably shorter than the middle toe and claw\ 
The 2nd quill is longest, or 2rid and 3rd subequal ; the 1st is 
much shorter, and about equal to the Oih or 7th. The tail-coverts 
extend nearly or quite to the end of the tail. 

The Little Crake, Eallus parvus, has been separated from the 
Spotted Crake and its allies on account of having slightly shorter 
secondaries, and some difference in coloration between the sexes, and 
was referred to Leach’s genus Zapornia by Sharpe ; but I cannot 
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regard the Little Crahe as generically distinct from its near ally, 
Baillon’s Crake, whic h has the same relation between the secondaries 
and primaries as the Spotted Crake, the type of Porznna, 

The geiivjs Forzana is almost cosnjopolitan. Three species are 
Indian, all ot which are migratory, though one breeds in India. 

Kei/ to the Species. 

a. Breast not spotted with white. 

Outer edge of Ist primary bro-wn ; wdrig 4 . . P. parvn, p. 164. 

1) . Outer edge of 1st primary white ,* wing S’-O . P. pusUla^ p. 16/5. 
h. Breast spotted with white ; wing 4*75 P. mantetta^ p. 160. 

1392. Porzana parva. The TAttle Crake. 

Kalins parvus, Scop. Ami. i, p. 108 ( ]7()9). 

(lallimila minuta, Montagu, Or??. Dirt. Suppl. cum hg. (1813) ; nec 
Kali us minutiis, Pall. 

Porzana minuta, Ilnme, S. F. i, p. 2r>l. 

Porzana parva, Hume, Cat. no. 910 his ; Hume S' Marsh. Game B. 
ii, p. 209, pi.; Bahlnlph, Ihis, 1881, p. 98; Sou lit/, ibid. p. 590; 
Swmhoe. Ibis, 1882, p, 123; Bar?ie.s, Birds Bom. p. 371 ; St.John, 
Ibis, 1889, p. 17S. 

Zapornia parva, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiii, p. 89. 

Coloration. Male. Upper plumage light olive-brown, darker on 
the crown, rump, and tail-coverts, pale on the scapulars, and 
whitish on the inner borders of the tertiaries, back, rump, and tail- 
leathers ; scapulars and tertiaries with broad black shaft-stripes, 
iuterscapnlary region speckled with white sireaks ; quills and 
])rimary-co verts dark brown ; forehead, supereilia, and sides of 
head, with the whole lower surface, light slatv grey, with white 
edgings on the lower abdomen and flanks, and especially on 4he 
lower tail-coverts. 

Female. Supercilia and part of the cheeks ashy, a light brown 
band from the lores through the eye to the ear-coverts ; chin, 
lower cheeks, and throat white ; rest of lower parts isahelline buff, 
with browm and white edgings to lower abdomen, thigh-coverts, 
and lower tail-coverts ; otherwise similar to the male. 

Young birds are whitish beneath, with brown tips and edges to 
the feathers of the breast and flanks, forming bars on the latter; 
they have fine white bars on the scapulars, and white tips to the 
tertiaries and greater coverts. 

Bill, legs, and feet green with a yellow tinge : irides red. In 
summer the base of both mandibles is red, but Indian birds shot 
in winter do not show this. 

Length of males 8; tail 2'25; wdng 4; tarsus 1*2; bill from 
gape *9. Females are rather less. 

Distribution. Throughout Europe, except in the north ; also in 
South-western and Central Asia. A winter >i8itor to parts of 
Africa and to Sind, where it is common on some of the dhands or 
marshes. It has been observed passing through Quetta and 
Gilgit when migrating. 
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Habits, A thoroughly aquatic bird, often seen ruuning over 
leaves of water-lilies and other floating plants, and living mainly 
on water-insects and larvae. It swims well and has even been 
seen to dive, and it has a fairly strong flight. It does not, in all 
probability, breed in India. The nest and eggs are very similar to 
those of the next species. 

1393. Porzana pusilla. The Eastern Baillon^s Crake, 

Ilalliis puftilliis, Fallas, Jteis. Rms. Iieichs, m, p. 700 (1776). 
Porzana pygniaea, aptid Blyth, Cat. p. 284 ; Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 723 ; 
Hume Henders. Lah. to Yark. p. 293 ; Blamf. S. F. v, p. 247 ; 
Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xJvii, pt. 2, p. 21 ; Biddulph, Ibis^ 1881, 
p. 98 [nee Brehm, nee Nau7u.). 

Zapornia pygimea, Hume, N. 4' 2?. p. 603 ; Butlei", S. F. v, p. 215. 
Ortygoinetra pygmaea, Hume, 8. F. ii, p. 301. 

Porzana bailloni, apud Hume tjr Dav. 8. F. vi, p- 467 ; Ball, 8. F. 
vii, p. 229; Hume, Cat. no. 910; Scully, 8. F. viii, p, 358 ; I^gge, 
Birds Ceyl. p. 766; Hmne ijr Marsh. Game B. ii, p. 203, pi.; 
iii, p, 435, pi. ii (egg) ; Vidal, 8. F. ix, p. 87 ; Butler, ibid. p. 432 ; 
Scully, Ibis, 1881, p. 500; Jieid, 8. F. x, p. 73; Oates, B. B. ii, 
p. 344; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 370; Hume, 8. F. x, p. 415 ; xi, 
p. 328; 8t. John, Ibis, 1889, p. 178 (n.e,c VieilL). 

Porzana pusilla, Oates in Hume's N. E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 3i)5 ; Sharpe , 
Yark. Miss., Aves, p. 147 ; id. Cat. B. M. xxiii, p. 100. 

Jhilli, Ne])al. 



Fig. 34. —Head of* V. pusilla. { 


Coloration. Upper parts rufesoent olive-brown, ail the feathers 
except the wing-coverts with broad black median stripes ; feathers 
of back and rump, with the scapulars and some of the wiug-coverts, 
streaked with white in a peculiar way as if smeared with white 
paint ; edge of wing white ; quills dark brown ; first primary with 
a wliite outer border ; tail-feathers blackish brown ; an ochreous- 
brown streak from the lores, including orbit and ear-coverts, to 
side of neck, which is uniformly brown; superciliary stripes, cheeks, 
and lower parts to abdomen ashy grey ; abdomen brown with white 
cross-bars ; lower tail-coverts barred black and white. Sexes 
alike. 

Young birds have the lower parts whitish or white, not grey, 
but more or less tinged with brown. 

Bill green, dusky on culmen and at tip ; irides red in adults, 
reddish brown in young birds; legs and feet green with a 
yellowish tinge ; claws pale brown {Hume). 

Length 7*5 ; tail 1*75 ; wing 3*5 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from gape *7. 

Distribution. Eastern Asia generally, including all India, Ceylon, 
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and Burma, in suitable localities, and as far west as Afghanistan 
and Baluchistan. This Crake has been obtained at the Andaman 
Islands. Throughout "Western Asia and Europe it is replaced by 
the closely allied Baillon's Crake, P. hitermedia (Herm.), dis- 
tinguished by having the sidevS of tlie head grey, without any brown 
vstripe through the eye and ear-cov(‘rts. A specimen from Deesa 
is intermediate in character. 

Jlahits^ Though a large proportion of the birds found in 
India are probably migratory, some breed throughout the country 
and even in Tavoy. A large number breed in the Lower 
Himalayas, but many appear to go farther north. Like the last 
species, this Crake is sometimes tound running on floating water- 
])lants and it swims well, but it is more often met with in reeds 
or swampy grassy thickets or wet cultivation. The call is loud — 
a single note repeated slowly at first, then more rapidly, ending 
with a sharper note. The breeding-season is July, August, and 
September in the plains of India, June and July in the Ilijualayas. 
The nest is of rush or similar material amidst water and grass or 
reeds, and the eggs, (> to 8 in number and measuring about TIO 
by -87, are pale olive, thickly freckled and indistinctly mottled 
with faint dusky clouds and streaks. 


1304. Porzana maruetta. The Spotted Crake, 

Ballus porzana, Linn, Syst, Isat, i, p. 262 (17G6). 

Ortygoiiietra maruetta, Leach, Syst, Cat, B, M, p. 34 (1816). 

Torzaua maruetta, A, Cat, p. 284; Jerdon, L, 1. iii, p. 722; 
IluynCy is, F, i, p. 251 ; JIumc Jlenders, Lah. to York, p. 293 ; 
Lutt^r, *8. F, V, p. 215; vii, p. 187 ; ix, p. 432; Hume, Cat, 
no. 969 ; Hume cS’ Marsh. Game li. ii, ]). 213, pi. ; Biddulph, 
His, [mi y p. 98; .Scully, p. 590 ; Held, S. F. x, p. 73; 
Davidson, ibid. p. 322 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 345 ; Barties, Birds Bom, 
p. 370 ; Sharpe, Yark. Yliss., Ares, p. l47. 

Porzana jjorzana, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiii, p. 93. 

Guryuri-khairi, Beng. ; Venna mudi-kodi, Tel. 

Coloration. Upper plumage and tail rufesciBnt olive-brown with 
white spots and streaks ; all the feathers, except the wing-coverts, 
with more or less concealed broad black central stripes ; inner 
borders of tertiaries pale brown ; the white markings on the back 
are longitudinal streaks, those on the tertiaries zigzag, on wing- 
coverts fewer and V-shaped, all black -edged ; border of wing 
white ; quills dark brown, olive-brown on exposed margins ; outer 
edge of first primary white ; broad and long supercilia, cheeks, 
chin, and throat dark grey, all speckled with w^hite posteriorly ; 
lores black with a whitish streak above ; a browm band from 
behind each eye, including the ear-coverts and extending to the 
side of the neck, which is of the same colour and sprinkled 
throughout with white spots, more or less dark-edged; breast 
grey, washed with brown and similarly spotted ; abdomen white, 
passing into buff on the vent and under tail-coverts ; flanks and 
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wing-lining, except near the edge of the wing, brown barred with 
white. Sexes alike. 

Young birds have a white throat and brown breast, and are 
much speckled with< white. Nestling black. 

Jhll yellow, orange at the base and shading into dusky olive at 
t he tip and on the eulmen ; irides red-brown ; legs and feet bright 
olive -green. 

Length 9 ; tail 1*9 ; wing 4*75 : tarsus 1’3 ; bill from gape *8. 

Distribution. A migratory bird, found in summer iu Europe 
and in Western and Central Asia, and visiting Northern Africa 
and India in the winter. At this season it is found not un- 
commonly throughout Northern Ir.dia from Sind to Arrakan. It 
has been recorded from the Deccan as far soutli as Belgaurn, and 
Jerdon states that it is found all over India, though of late years 
it has not been observed to the southward nor in the Central 
Provinces, Chutia Nagpur, or Orissa, and it is not known to occur 
iu Ceylon, in Assam, nor in Burma east of Arrakan. 

Habits^ ^v;. The Spotted Crake arrives in Northern India in 
September and leaves about April. ft keeps to thick reeds and 
cultivation in swampy ground aud is rarely seen. It is not known 
to breed in India. 


Genus RALLINA, Eeichenb., 184G. 

Bill much stouter than in Jialhfs, and considerably sliorterthan 
the middle toe, which is shorter than the tarsus. AVing rounded ; 
1st quill much shorter than 2nd, which is exceeded by the 3rd, 
Secondaries nearly as long as primaries or a little longer. 

To this genus in Sharpe's t'atalogue live species are referred, 
ranging from India and Ceylon to Australia ; two are Indian or 
Burmese. 1 also leave in this genus the Andaman K. canningi., 
separated b}^ Sharpe as Castanolimnas because the secondaries 
slightly exceed the primaries, whilst in typical RalUna the former 
are a little shorter than the latter. The difference is small, and 
scarcely, 1 think, of geueric importance. 

Keg to the Species. 

a. Back and wings brownish olive; bill from 

gape I'li R. sifpercilwrisj p. 167. 

b. Ihick and wings rufous brown ; bill from 

g.ipe 1 R.fasciaia^ p. 1G9. 

c. Whole upper surface deep ruddy chestnut; 

bill from gape 14 R. canningi, p. 169. 

1395. Rallina superciliaris. The Banded Crake. 

Hallus uigTolineatus, G. R, Gray, List Gralla B. M. p. 117 (1844 : 
descr. nulla). 

Hallus superciliaris, JEyton, A. M. N. JR. xvi, p. 230 (1845). 

Poraana ceylonica, apiid Blyth, CM. p. 285 ; Jerdon, B. L iii, p. 726 j 
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Humey S. F.\y p. 440 ; Hume 4* Oafes^ S. F. iii, p. 1B8 ; Huvie 4* 
Bourd, S, F, iv, p. 405 ; Hume, S. F. vii, p. 465 j nec Ktillus 
zeylanicus, Gm. 

Porzana superciliaris, Bliftk, Cat. p. 339. 

Porzana zf33lanica, apud Blyth, J. A. S. B. xxi, p. 353 ; id. Hus, 
1807, pp. 171, 309; nec Gm. 

Porzana amauroptera, Blythy Jerdon, B. 1. iii, p. 725. 

Rallina euryzonoicles, ajmd Tweeddale, P. Z. tS. 1877, p. 707 (partim); 
Hume, Cat. no. 912; Lvyge, Birds Ceyl. p. 772 ; Hume Marsh. 
Gafue B. ii, p. 237, pi. ;* Oates, B. B. ii, p. 340; Davidson, Jour. 
Bom. N. H. Soc. ix, p. 489 ; nec Lafrcsn. 

Pallina telmatopliila, Hume, tS. F. vii, pp. 142, 451. 

Kallina superciliaris, S/iarpe, Cat. B. M. xxiii, p. 70. 



Pig. 35. — Head oi B. superclUeri<<. ] 


Coloration. Head and neck all round, with upper breast, chestnut ; 
chill and throat pale rufous to white ; u})per parts from the neck 
dark brownish olive ; quills dark brown ; lower parts from breast, 
including wing-lining and lower tail-coverts, barred across with 
white and dusky black ; the dusky bars becoming narrow and 
partly disappearing in the middle. 

Old females appear to resemble the male, but this is not quite 
certain ; generally iu females the chestnut is confined to the fore- 
head, sides of face, fore neck, and breast, the crown and nape 
being brownish olive like the back. Young birds have the rufous 
on the head, neck, and breast entirely replaced by brown ; the 
inner webs of the quills are barred with white, and there are 
occasionally a few \\'hite bars with dusky edges on the upper 
wing-coverts. 

Base of upper mandible, and greater portion of the lower, green ; 
remainder of the bill dark brown ; irides blood-red ; legs black 
{Oates), Jris mottled closely on the exterior portion with red- 
brown on an olive ground; legs and feet plumbeous {Legge). 

Length 10; tail 2-3; wing 5 ; tarsus 1-7 ; bill from gape 1*2. 

Distribution. A winter visitor to Ceylon, arriving about the end 
of October and leaving about February. Isolated specimens have 
been obtained in the North-west Provinces and Oudh, Nepal, 
Sikhim, Bengal, Orissa, Gumsiir, Canara, and Travancore, also at 
Thayet Myo in Pegu, at Malacca, and Singapore ; but, except in 
Ceylon, the occurrence of this species appears to be occasional, and 
its summer quarters and breeding-haunts are unknown. The 
Philippine species, the true R. euryzonoides, is regarded by 
Dr. Sharpe as distinct. 

Hetbits, The Banded Crake arrives on the west coast of 
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Ceylon when the north wind sets in ; it is then in an exhausted 
condition as i£ from a long flight, and otten seeks shelter in 
houses. After a few days all the birds leave for the hills, where 
they frequent sedgy places near streams and paddy-fields ; they 
are also found in drier ground. Nothing certain is known of the 
nidification. 

139(3. Rallina fasciata. The Malayan Banded Crahe, 

Kail us fasciatus, liaffl. Tr. Linn, Boo. xiii, p. M28 (1822). 

Porzana fasciata, liluth. Cat. p. 285 ; Hume, iS, F. ii, p. 483 : iii, 
p.l88. 

Kallina fasciata, Wald, in TUytKs Birds Burm. p. 1(32 ; Hume 
Dav. S. F. vi, p. 4(37 : Hume, Cat. no. 912 bis; Hume Sf Marsh. 
Game B. ii, ]). 235, pi. ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 341 ; Salradori, Ann. 
Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) vii, p. 427 ; Bharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiii, p. 75. 

Coloration. Head and neck all round, with the breast, dull 
chestnut, paler, sometimes wdiitish, on the chin and throat; upper 
parts from the neck rufous brown; primary and some of the 
secondary wing-coverts with dark-edged w bile cross-bars ; quills 
dark brown, all except the tertiaries with imperfect white bars on 
both webs ; abdomen barred black and white, the white bars 
becoming rufous on the lower tail-coverts. 

Ill some skins, probably females, the black bars on the abdomen 
are narrow'er and disappear more or less in the middle. Young 
birds are brown, not chestnut, on the head, neck, and breast. 

Bill blackish, })lumbeous, or greenish slaty : gape, chin, and 
orbital ring crimson ; irides brown to crimson ; legs and feet 
coral-red ; claws horny blue {Davison), 

Length 9 ; tail 2 ; wing 5 ; tarsus 1*7 ; bill from gape 1. 

Distribution. Prom Karenuee to Celebes and the Moluccas, 
throughout the Malayan Peiiiusula and islands. Pound by 
Davison at Moulmein, Amherst, and Tavoy, and by Pea in 
Karennee. 

Habits, 4'c. Apparently a resident species, found in scrub and 
brushwood on the borders of wet cultivation. Nidification not 
known. 

1397. Rallina canning!. The Andamanese Banded Crake. 

Euryzona caimingi, Tytler, Blyth, Ibis, 18(33, p. 119 ; Ball, J. A, B. B. 
xli, pt. 2, p. 288 ; id. B. F. i, p. 80 ; Hume, B. F. ii, pp. 302, oOO, 

Kallina canningi, Hume, Cat. no. 912 ter ; Hume Marsh. Game 
B. ii, p. 241, pi. ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. iii, p. t*398. 

Castanolimnas canningi, Sharpe, Bull. B. O. Club, vol. i, p. xxviii ; 
id. Ibis, 1893, p. 200 ; id. Cat. B. M. xxiii, p. 80. 

Coloration. Head and neck all round, upper breast, and w^holo 
upper plumage deep ruddy chestnut ; quills blackish brown 
externally, margined with chestnut, all except the tertiaries with 
rufotts-w’hite bars on the inner webs ; primaries more or less 
distinctly barred with rufous on the outer webs also ; lower parts 
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from middle of breast, including the wing-lining, black with white 
cross-bars. 

Bill a delicate pale chr 3 ’soprase green ; irides red ; legs and feet 
olive-green ( Wimherley), 

Length 18*5 ; tail 3*8 ; wing 6*25 ; tarsus 2*1 ; bill from gape 1*4. 
IHsfrihution. The Andaman Islands. 

Habits, Sfc. A forest bird, haunting swampy ground and the 
neighbourhood of hill-streams, and feeding on insects and fresh- 
v\’ater crustacrea. A nest of grass loosely rolled together, with d 
taken on July 17th and brought To Mr. de Koepstorff. 
The eggs are pinkish, streaked- and blotched, chielly at the larger 
end, with chestnut and purple, and measure on an average 1*4 by 
1*09. 


Genus AMAURORNIS, Reichenb., 1852. 

Ihe members of this genus are distinguished from both Poszana 
and Galliniila by having a more rounded wing, with the 3rd quill 
longest, the 2nd equal to tlie 5th or (>th, and the 1st much shorter. 
I’he species are also distinguished at once from Porzana by very 
dilferent and much more uniform plumage. The bill is of moderate 
length, much shorter than the tarsus, which is shorter than the 
middle toe and claw. 

The type of the genus. A, oJlvaceMS^ a Philippine species, has the 
opper mandible slightly swollen at tlie base, and the same is the 
aise in A. pJujpuieurys ; but in coloration A. oUvaceus is perfectly 
intermediate between A. plmnimras and A, akool, which cannot be 
separated from A, fuscus aud A. hicolor. The dilference in the bill 
appears scarcely sufficient to justify generic separation, though, 
if a division is made, A. hicolor and A, akool should, I think, be 
referred to Limnobaniis, of which A. f mens is the type. 

The genus Amxmrornls, as here accepted, ranges throughout the 
Oriental region to North Australia. Four species are Indian, 

Key to the Species. 

fL Breast grey or rufous ; bill not swollen at 

^ base. 

a'. Breast in adults vinous chestnut, in young 


dark olive A./uscus, p. 370. 

/>'. Breast dark grey. 

a". Back rufous brown A. hicolor , p, 171. 

h'\ Back dark olive A. akool, p. 172. 

A Breast white; bill swollen at base A, phoenicurus, p. 173. 


1398. Amanromis fuscus. The Buddy Crake. 

Rallus fuscus, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 262 (1766). 

Zanornia fiammiceps, Hodys. in Gray 8 Zool. Misc. p. 86 (1844, 
aescr. nulla). 

Porzana fusca, Blyth, Cat. p. 285 ; Jerdon, B. Z iii, p. 724 ; Blyth, 
lids, 1867, p. 171 ; Godtv.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. 8, p. 175 ; 
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Stoliczka^ S. F. ii, p. 461 ; Bhjth^ Birds Burm. p. 161 ; Humty 
S, F. vii, p. 489 ; id. Cat. no. 911 ; Legge^ Birds Ceijl. p. 769; 
Hume (.y Marsh. Game B. ii, p. 217, pi. ; Vidal., S. F. ix, p. 87 ; 
Butler j ibid. p. 432 ; Davison^ S. F. x, p. 416; Beid^ ibid. p. 463 ; 
Taylor.^ ibid. p. 46(> ; OateSf B. B. ii, p. 346 ; id. in Hume's H. ^ E. 
2nd ed. iii, p. 396 ; Ba mes, Birds Bom. p. 372 ; Hume ^ Ci'ipps, 
B. F. xi, p. 321); Bharpe^ York. Mi.ss..^ Aoes^ p. 146. 

Ilallina fusca, Jlumcj N. ^ E. p. 604 ; Oates ly Hume^ S. F. iii, 
p. 188 ; Hume., ibid. p. 600 ; Anders. Yunnan Evped.., Aces, p. 601. 

Liumoboenus fusciis, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiii, p. 146. 

Coloration. Upper parts dark brownish olive ; rump, upper tail- 
coverts, and tertiaries browner ; 'quills and tail dark brown ; fore- 
liead and sinciput, sides of head, including siipercilia, and of neck, 
and lower parts to abdomen vinous chestnut ; sides of body and 
abdomen brown tinged with olive, the latter streaked with white ; 
lower tail-coverts biackish wdth broader white fringes. In many 
skins, irrespective of sex, the chin and throat are whitish or 
white. 

Young birds are dusky olive throughout, except the chin, throat, 
and middle of abdomen, w^hich are vvhitisli. Apparently the rufous 
garb is gradually assumed, beginning on the head. 

Bill greenish brown : iris crimson; eyelids plumbeous, the edges 
red ; legs and toes red {Oates). 

liength 8*5 ; tail 2*1 ; wing 4 ; tarsus 1*4 : bill from gape 1. 

JJistrihution. India, Ceylon, and Burma, ranging to Java, the 
Philippines, (3una, and Japan. This species is common in Lower 
Bengal and along the Lower Himalayas as far west as Kashmir, 
where it l)reeds, but is rare in the Upper Provinces and not knov^ ri 
to occur in tlie AVestern Punjab, 8ind, Bajputana, or Guzerat, 
Avhilst throughout the Peninsula it is only known to have been 
obtained in Mysore and the Wynaad, though A^idal saw what he 
believed was this species near Batnagiri. It is a winter visitor to 
Ceylon. It is common in Pegu, and has been found at Shillong 
and Dibrugarh in Assam, also in Arrakan and in Y^unnan, but not 
in Tenasserim. 

Habits, ^T. Around Calcutta, as observed by Ilnme, this Bail is 
common on rushy ponds, w here it seeks food on the floating leaves 
of water-lilies and other plants, and amongst reeds and grass in 
swamps. It swims jerkily like a Moorhen. It has a soft call, 
and feeds on insects and seeds. It breeds in Bengal from July to 
September, makes the usual Bail's nest of grass or rush, and lays 
about live eggs (perhaps more), creamy white with red and inky- 
purple spots, chiefly at tlie broad end, and measuring about 1*2 
by *84. 

1399. Amaurornis bicolor. Elwes's Crake. 

Porzana bicolor, Walden, A. M. N. H, (4) ix, p. 47 (1872) ; Godw.- 
Aust. J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. 2, p, 174 ; HumCy S. E\ iii, p. 283 ; id. 
Cat. no. 911 bis; id. q Marsh, Game i?. ii,p. 223, pi.; Hume, 
8. F, xi, p. 329 ; Bharpe, Cat^ B. M. xxiii, p. 113. 

Povzana eiweei, Hume, 8. F. iii, p. 288, note (1875). 
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Coloration. Head, neck, and lower parts dark slaty grey, darker 
on the crown and nape, paler and ashy on the sides of the head 
and throat; upper parts from the neck rufous brown; primaries 
and secondaries dark brown ; tail black. 

Bill glaucous green, with a slight tinge of red near base of 
mandibles and tipped grey ; irides crimson-red ; orbits red ; legs 
pale dullish vermilion {Godivin- Austen), 

Length 8*5 ; tail 2 : wing 4*5 ; tarsus 1-5 : bill from gape 1*1. 

Distribution, Ehves and JVJandelli obtained this Bail in the valleys 
of 8ikbiin at from 4000 to 6000 feet, and (Todvvin-Austen found 
it on the Khasi hills at a similar elevation. Hume saw what was 
probably this species in Manipur. 

Habits, Grass around marshy pools and swamps and irrigated 
rice-helds are the places where this Bail has been found. It 
probably descends to low^er levels than those above quoted in 
summer. An egg, presumably of this species, brought to Godw’in- 
Austen, measured 1*4 by 1 and was creamy white, spotted, chietiy 
towards the larger end, with pale grey and light and dark sepia. 

1400. Amaurornis akool. The Brown Crake. 

Ball ns akool, tSykes, 1\ Z. S. 1832, p. 1(!4. 

Porzaiia akool, Blyth, Cat. p. 284; Jerdon, B. I. iii, pp. 722, 875 ; 
Adam, S. F. i, p, 398; Butler, /S’. F. iv, p. 21 ; v, p. 224; ix, 
p, 431 ; Godxv.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlvii, pt. 2, p. 21 ; Ball, /S’. F. 
vii, p. 229 ; Hume, ibid. p. 489 ; id. Cat. no. 908 ; Hume ^ Marsh. 
Game B. ii, p. 225, pi. ; iii, p. 435, pi. iii (egg) ; Davidson, !S. F. 
X, p. 322 ; Macffj'eyorj ibid. p. 441 ; Taylor, ibid. p. 466 ; Swinhoe<^^ 
Barnes, Ibis, 1885, p. ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 369 ; Hume, 
/S’. F. xi, p. 328 ; Oates in Hume's N. E. 2ncl ed. iii, p. 296 ; 
Barnes, Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. vi, p. 139, pi. at p. 129 (egg). 

Amaurornis akool, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiii, p. 155. 

Coloration. Upper parts uniform dark olive; quills and tail- 
feathers dark brown, olive on the exposed portions ; sides of head, 
including the supercilia, and the lower parts asliy grey, passing 
into white on the throat and chin and into brown on the flanks 
and low^er tail-coverts. 

Young birds appear to moult into the adult plumage from the 
downy stage. Some young birds from Saugor in the Hume 
collection, though nearly full-grown, retain some black down on 
the head ; one of these is figured in Hume and Marshall's ‘ Game 
Birds.^ 

Bill greenish ; irides red-brown ; legs and feet fleshy brown or 
livid purple {Jerdon). 

Length of males 11; tail 2*5: wing 5; tarsus 2 ; bill from 
gape 1*5. Females are rather smaller. 

Dutrihution. Besident throughout Northern India, commonest 
along the base of the Himalayas, rare in Bengal and the plains 
generally. This Bail has been recorded from several parts of 
Central India and the Central Provinces, S.E. Bengal, Bajputana, 
the Deccan, and Mysore, but not from the Western Punjab or 
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Sind, nor from the Carnatic, the Malabar coast, or Ceylon. To 
the eastward it has been obtained in the ^N’orth Khasi hills, 
but not elsewhere in Assam or Burma ; it occurs, however, in 
China. 

Hahiis^ This is rather a Moorhen than a Bail ; it is less 
aquatic than other Indian Crakes, and may often be seen running 
about in the early morning searching for food — insects, small 
snails and slugs, worms and seeds — on bare ground and even on 
rocks near w'ater. It is found as often about rivers and ponds as 
about marshes, and it walks and sw'iins like GallmiUa. It breeds, 
according to Barnes, twice in the monsoon, in June or July and 
again in August and September. The nest of coarse grass 
resembles that of a Moorhen, but is smaller. The eggs, 4 to 8 
in number, are oval, })inki8h white, with pur]>lish and reddisb- 
browu spots and underlying faint purple blotches. They measure 
about 1*49 by IT. 


1401. Amaurornis phcenicurus. The White-breasted Wafer-hen. 

(hdlinula phcenicurus, Penn. Ind. Zool. p. 10, pi. ix (1709) ; Mor(jan^ 
Ibis, ISTu, p. .‘>20; Neivton, 6', F. viii, p. 41.5. 

Porzana phcenicura, Jilf/th, Cat. p. 284; id. Ibis, 1807, p. 171; 
Jlume, S. F. i, }). 251 ; Blyth Wald. Birds Burm. p." 101 ; 
Pfdler, iS. F. vii, ]). 187. 

(liiilinula phcenicura, B. I. iii, p. 720; Godw.-Anst. J. A, 

S. B. xxxix, ])t. 2, p. 274 ; A if hen. *V. F. i, p. 424 ; Hume, 8. F. 
ii, p. .‘500 ; id. N. F. p. 599; Butler, S. F. iv, p. 21 ; v, p. 224 ; 
Hume cV Dav. S. F. vi, p. 400 ; Jiall, S. F. vii, p. 229. 

Ervthra pluenicura, Beichenh. NatiirL Syst. Vbyel, p. xxi (1852) ; 
Oates, S. F. v, p. 105; Anders. Yunnan Frped., p. 091; 

Cripps, S. F. vii, p. 000 ; Huine, Cat. no. 907 ; Leyye, Birds Ceyl. 
p. 780; Vidal, S. F. ix, p. 87 ; Butler, ibid. p. 401 ; Beid, S. F. 
X, p. 70; Davison, ibid. p. 415; Macyreyor, ibid. p. 441 ; Parker, 
Ibis, 1880, p. 195; Barnes. Birds Bom. p. 008; Hume, S. F. xi, 
p. 028; Oates in Humes N. ♦S’ F> ^nd ed. iii, p. 091. 

Erythrura phcenicura, Oates, B. B. ii, p. 048. 

Anituirornis phamiciira, Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) iv, p. 012 ; 
Barnes, Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc, i, p. 00; vi, p. 108, hg. 907 ; Bharpe, 
Cat. B. M. XX iii, p. 1.50. 

Amaurorni.s insularis (subsp.), Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiii, p. 102. 

Dawak, Dahak, Dauk, H. ; Kinati, Oudh ; Kurahi, Sind ; Kureyn, 
Gond ; BoU-Kadi, Tel. ; Tannm-Koli, Kanung-Koli, Tam. (Ceylon) : 
Kdlu-giwJ, Burm. 

Coloration. Broad forehead and sides of face, including the 
orbits and ear- coverts, chin, throat, fore neck, and breast white ; 
upper parts generally and sides of body dark slaty grey, more or 
less washed and concealed by olive ; rump and upper tail-coverts 
olive-brown ; quills blackish brown ; outer margin of first primary 
and edge of wing white ; tail dark brown ; abdomen buff in the 
middle ; lower flanks, sides of rump, vent, and lower tail-coverts 
pale dull chestnut. 
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In young birds the forehead, crown, and upper parts generally 
are olive-brown, and the w hite of the face and underparts obscured 
by dusky tips to the feathers. 

Bill green, the frontal portion red ; irides brown to red ; legs 
and feet yellow to yellowish olive. 

Length 12%5 ; tail 2*5 ; wing 6*5 ; tarsus 2*25 ; bill from gape 
1’5. Females are rather smaller than males, and skins from 
Ceylon appear to measure less than those from Northern India. 



Fig. 50.— Head of A. \ . 

The race inhabiting the Andamans and Nicobars forms the sub- 
species A, insvlaris of Sharpe. It has the white of the forehead 
extended over the anterior part of the crown, whilst that of the 
breast is confined to a narrow strip in the middle. Undoubtedly 
the insular form is a w-ell-rnarked race, but its peculiarities are 
sometimes found in mainland specimens. 

Dutnhutmi, Almost throughout India, C'eylon, and Burma, 
wnth the greater part of the Oriental region, to Celebes and 
Formosa. This Water-hen appears not to be found in the 
Himalayas above the swampy ground at the foot of the hills, and 
becomes rare in North-western India. 

Habits^ ^T. This is the commonest and most familiar Indian 
bird of the whole family, and is often found about gardens and 
village cultivation, as well as near tanks and marshes. It feeds 
in the open, and when disturbed runs rapidly, with its tail raised, 
into cover. It feeds on insects, molluscs, grain, &c. It is an ex- 
cessively noisy bird : its loud, hoarse, reiterated call, predominating 
in the evening and morning over the cries of the other waders and 
the ducks in the village tank, must be familiar to most people in 
India. The breeding-season is from May to September, varying 
with the locality. The nest, sometimes on the ground, more often 
on reeds, bamboos, bushes, or trees standing in water, is the usual 
pad of grass, rushes, and leaves, often resting on twigs. The eggs, 
4 to 8 in number, measure about 1*57 by U18, and are buff with 
spots, streaks, and blotches of browmish red and pale purplish 
grey. 
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Genus GALLINULA, Brisson, 1760. 

Bill moderate, the basal portion of the culmen bent up on the 
forehead to form a frontal shield that is rounded bel)ind ; nostrils 
elongate. Toes fringed with a membrane and extremely long, 
the mid-toe without claw exceeding the tarsus in length. In the 
wing the 2nd quill is longest, or the 2nd and 3rd equal ; the 1st 
is equal to the 5th or fJth. 

Of this genus, which is found throughout the greater part of 
the world, six species are enumerated in JSharpe’s Catalogue, but 
only one occurs in India. 


1402. Gallinula chloropus. The Moorhen. 

Fulica chloropus, Linn. Sysf. Nat. i, p. 258 (I70(i). 

Gallinula chloropus, Uly fhj Cat. p. 286 ; Jerdlon, B. 1. iii, p. 718 ; 
Godw.-Amt. J. A. aV. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 274; xlv, pt. 2, p. 84 ; 
Hanie, F. i, p. 250; Adam, ibid. p. 308: Stoliczha, S. F'. ii, 
]). 461 ; JIume Oates, iS. F. hi, p. 187 ; Blyth iSr Wald. Birds 
Barm. p. 162; Butler, S. F. iv, p. 20; v, p. 224; ix, p, 431 ; 
It^lis, S. F. V, p. 40 ; Hume Dae. iS. F\ vi, p. 466 ; Anders. 
Yunnan Feped., Aves p. 602; Ball Se JIume, tS. 1^\ vii, p. 220; 
Leyye, Birds Ceyl. p. 781 ; Hume, Cat. no. 005; Doiy, S. F. viii, 
p. 371 ; Vidal, S. F. ix, p. 87 ; Partcer, !S. F. ix, p. 483 ; Biddulph, 
Ibis, 1881, p. 08; Scully, ibid. p. 500; Beid, S. F\ x, p. 73; 
Davison, ibid. p. 415; Macyregor, ibid. p. 441; Oates, B. B. ii, 
j). 347 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 308 ; id. Jour. Bom. N. II. Soe. i, 
p. 02; vi, p, 138; Parker, Ibis, 1880, p. 187 ; Hume, S. F. xi, 
p. 328; Oates in Hume's N. 4* E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 380; Sharpe, 
Yarkand Miss., Aves, p. 140 ; id. Cat. B. M. xxiii, ]». 109. 
Gallinula parvifrous, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xii, p. 180 (1843). 

Gallinula biirncsii, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xxiii, p. 737 ; Je.rdon, B. I. 
iii, p. 710; Blyth, Ibis, 1807, p. 171 ; Hume, N. 4* E. i). 500; id. 
Cat. no. 906. 

JaUMurghi, II. ; Dakah-paira, Beng. ; Jumbu-Kodi, Boli-Kodi, Tel. 



Fig. 37. — Head of G. chloropus. { . 


Coloration. Head and neck blackish grey, passing into dark 
slaty grey on the breast and flanks, the latter with a few broad 
white stripes; back and scapulars brownish olive; rump and 
tertiaries browner ; wing-coverts more olive ; quills and primary- 
coverts blackish brown; edge of wing and generally the outer 
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border of tbe first primary white; outer tail-feathers black: 
middle of abdomen, with rare exceptions, partly white ; under tail- 
coverts white, except a tuft of shorter coverts in the middle, which 
is black. 

Young birds have the head, neck, and lower parts brownish 
grey ; the latter much mixed with white. 

Frontal shield and basal half or two-thirds of bill red, remainder 
of bill greenish yellow ; irides red ; tibia and front of tarsus greenish 
yellow, hind part of tarsus and all toes slaty green ; an orange ring 
round the tibia just below the feathered portion (Oates). 

Lengtli 12-5 ; tail 2*75 ; wing 6*5 ; tarsus 1*9 ; bill from gape 1*1. 
Females run smaller. Indian birds are smaller than European. 

JJistrihittion. The greater part of Europe, Asia, and Africa, 
including the whole of India, Ceylon, and Burma. This species 
is in India a resident or a partial migrant, leaving particular tracts 
in the season when swamps and streams are dry. In (lilgit the 
Moorhen is only found when passing in the spring and autumn. 

Hahtis, tfx*. In India the Moorhen is more commonly found 
about reedy taiiks and marshes, especially those much covered 
with floating vegetation, tlian on the banks of rivers, though it 
also resorts to the latter at times. It swims well with a jerky 
movement, and it runs when on land with the tail erect and the 
white under tail-covei ts conspicuous. Like other Bails, it feeds 
on various kinds of vegetable food and on insects. The breeding- 
season in India varies somewhat, but is generally in July, August, 
and September in the plains. In the hills this bird is believed to 
breed twice : in May and again about July. The nest is a bulky 
platform of straw, Hags, or rushes, in the water or close to it, 
sometimes in a bush, and the eggs, 5 to 9 in nuinher, are pale 
stone-colour, spotted and speckled with red, reddish brown, and 
purple, and measuring about 1*()2 by 1-21. 


Genus GALLICREX, Blytb, 1849. 

Bill stout, of moderate length, about as long as the long hind- 
toe without the claw ; frontal shield pointed behind, much larger 
in males than in females, and in the breeding- season terminating 
on the vertex in a fleshy horn-like peak. All toes long, the middle 
toe, without claw, longer than the tarsus. The 2nd, 3rd, and 4th 
quills subequal, the 3rd generally slightly the longest, 1st between 
the 6th and 8th in length. Sexes dissimilar, males larger than 
females. 

A single species. 


1403, Gallicrex cinerea. The Kora or Water-^Coelc, 

Falica cinerea, Gm. Syet. Nat. i, p. 702 (1788). 

Gallinula cristata, Lath. Ind. Orn. ii, p. 778 (1790). 

Kallud mfescens, Jerdon. Mad. Jour. L* S* xii, p. 206 (1840). 
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Gallicrex cristata, Blytk, Cat, p. 283 ; Jordon^ B. I, iii, p. 716 ; 
Blyth, Ibisy 1867, p. 171 ; Godw,’>Au8t, J, A, 8, B. xli, pt. 2, 
p. 142 ; Adam, 8, F, i, p. 397 ; Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Burm. 

p. 161 ; Blanford, 8. F. v, p. 247 ; Butler, 8. F, vii, p. 187 ; 

8im8on, Ibis, 18S2, p. 94 ; Littledale, Jour, Bom. N, H, 8oc, v, 
p. 416; Lester, op, cit. xi, p. 321. 

Gallicrex cinerea, Walden, Ibis, 1873, p. 317 ; Huine, N. 4* F. p. 696 ; 
Hume, 8. F, ii, p. 300 ; Cripps, ibid. p. 531 ; Hume ^ Oates, 8. F. 
iii, p. 187; Oates, 8. F. v, p. 165; WardX. Rams. Ibis 1877, 

p. 471 ; Hume ^ Dav. 8. F, vi, p. 466 ; Ball, 8. F. vii, p. 229 ; 

Cripps, ibid. p. .‘i05 ; Hume, Cat. no. iX)4 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. 
p. 791 ; Barnes, 8. F. x, p. 167 ; id. Birds Bom. p. 367 ; id. Jour. 
Bom. H, H. 8oc. vi, p. 137, 6g. 904 (egg) ; Oates, B. B. ii, 
p. 349 ; id. in Hume\s N. ^ E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 387 ; Hume <Sf 
Cripps, 8, F. xi, p. 327 ; 8hurj}e, Cat. B. M. xxiii, p. 183. 

Kora, Kongra, II. «S:c. ; KtUala, Cing. in North Ce3don ; Willi" 
kukulu in South ; Tannir-koli, Tam. (Ceylon) ; Boun-dote, Burm. 



Fig. 38. — Head of G, cinereus. J. 


Coloration. Males in summer plumage have the head, neck, 
and lower parts black, more or less tinged with grey, and 
generally with some white mixed on the abdomen ; back, rump, 
scapulars, and upper surface of wdngs blackish brown with ashy- 
grey borders to the back-feathers, scapulars, and some of the 
coverts, and light brown borders elsewhere ; quills and tail- 
feathers blackish brown ; white on the edge of the wing and on 
the outer web of the 1st primary ; under tail-coverts huffy white 
with dark brown bars. In autumn the male moults into the 
female garb, which it wears in winter, the breeding- plumage being 
reassumed in spring, by change of colour in the feathers according 
to Blyth. 

Eemales are dark brown above, with pale brown edges to the 
feathers except on the crown ; sides of head and neck lighter 
brown ; lower parts light brown to pale buff, with rather wavy 
dark brown cross-bars ; the chin, throat, and middle of the 
abdomen generally unbarred ; wing- and tail-feathers as in male. 

Young birds resemble the female, but the bars on the lower 
plumage are often indistinct and sometimes wanting. 

TOL* ir. K 
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In males tlie bill and shield are red, anterior portion of bill 
duller; irides red; eyelids plumbeous; legs and toes red (Oate-if). 
Tn females the bill is yellowish horny ; irides yellowish brown ; 
legs and feet dusky green. 

Length of male 17 ; tail 3; wing 8*5 ; tarsus 3 ; bill from gape 
1*7. Length of female 14 ; tail 2*8 ; wing 7 ; tarsus 2*6. 

DlsirUmiion. Common in the damp warm swampy plains of 
India, Ceylon, and Burma, especially in Bengal, Cacliar, Assam, 
and Pegu, also in the Andamans, parts of Ceylon and of the 
Malal)ar coast ; rare in drier tracts, though specimens Imve been 
obtained in Sind, Ciitch, Guzerat, and Kajputana; wanting in 
general in billy regions. Outside of Indian limits this bird 
is found throughout the Malay countries to China, Japan, the 
Philippines, and Java. 

Bahitu, cf'c*. The Water-cock hides in the thick vegetation of 
sw’amps, in grass or rice cultivation, and in brushwood, and is 
more often heard Ilian seen, being crejmscnlar or nocturnal in 
habits. It has a loud booming cry, uttered especially during the 
breeding-season. It is often kept tame in Dacca, 8ylhet, and 
Assam ; tame males, according to Mr. Cripps, being employed to 
capture w ild birds of the same sex. The Water-ccek is said by all 
to be excellent eating : its food is mainly vegetable. The breeding- 
season is in July and August, the nest being a mats, varying in 
size, of rushes, grass, &c., amongst reeds or on floating leaves 
of lotus and singbara {Trajja)^ and the eggs are stone-coloured 
with spots of brownish red and pale purple, and measure about 1'7 
by 1*27. 


Genus POEPHYRIO, Brisson, 1700. 

The Blue Moorhens are distiiignisbed at once by coloration and 
by the thick, compressed, rather short and high bill, small rounded 
nostril not placed in a groove, and broad frontal shield covering 
all the anterior portion of the crown and squarely truncated 
behind. The w ing is rounded, the first quill about equal to the 
6th or 7th; 2nd, 3rd, and 4th subequal. Tarsus and toes very 
long. Sexes alike. 

About 13 spf'cies are known from Africa, Madagascar, the 
Mediteranean region. Southern Asia, the Malay Archipelago, 
Australia, Is ew^ Zealand, and the Pacific islands. One species is 
Indian. 


1404. Porphyrio poliocephaltis. The Purple Moorhen, 

Gallinula poliocephala, Lath. Ind. Orn. Suppl. p. Ixviii (1801). 

Porphyrio poliocephalus, lUyth, Cat, p. 288; Jerdon, B. 1. iij, 
p. 713; Godw.-Amt. J. A. JS. j&. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 274; Hoyee 
Lloyd, Ibis, 1878, p. 418; Blyih ^ Wald, Birds Burnt, p. 181: 
Butler yS, F. iv, p. 20 ; ix, p. 431 ; Oates, 8, F, v, p. 165 ; Mums 
Sr Dav. 8. F, yi, p. 4m; Fuiot, 8. F, vii, p. 22; Bourdiilm, ibid, 
p. 39 ; Ball, ibid, p. 229 ; Cripps, ibid. p. 305 ; Hume, Cat* no* 9pS \ 
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l)oig^ S! F* viii, p. 371 ; Legge^ Birds Ceyl. p. 795; Bingham^ 
tS. i\ ix, p, 197 ; Parker^ ibid. p. 483 ; id. Ibis^ 1883, p. 194 ; 1880, 
p. 187 ; Barms y S. F. ix, p. 450; Reid^ S. F. x, p. 72; Davidson, 
tbid. p. 322; McGregor, ibid. p. 441 ; Simson, Ibis, 1882, p. 94; 
Oates, B. B. ii, p. 351 ; Bipinh. S( Barnes, Ibis, 1885, p. 135 ; 
Barnet, Birds Bom. p. 365 ; id. Jour. Born. N. II. Boa. i, p. 59 ; 
vi, p. 135, lig. 902 ; Jlnme, S. F. xi, p. 320; St. John, 

Ibis, 1889, p. 177 ; Oates in Humes N. 4r F- 2ikI ed. iii, p. 384 ; 
Sharpe., Cat. B. M. x.xiii, p. 197. 

Porphyrio iioglcctiis, Sahleget, Mas. Pai/s~Bas, v, Rolff, p. 53 (1805) ; 
Hume, N. E. p. 591; id. S. F, i, pp. 125, 130, 219 ; Hume 
Oute.^, S. P\ iii, p. 185. 

Kaim, Kalim, Kharim, Kliima, II.; Hila holi-ho li, Tt'l. ; KUtala, 
Cing. ; Indura-kukula, do. (S. Province) ; Sannanj, Tam., Ceylon. 



Fig. 39- ~~ Head of P. poliocephalus (froia above)- i 


Coloration. Head pale brownish grey, tinged with cobalt on 
cheeks and throat, and passing on the nape into the deep purplish 
lilac o£ the bind neck, back, rump, and upper t ail--co\ tuTs ; wings 
outside, scapulars, and breast light greenish blue ; abdomen and 
flanks like the back ; wing- and tail-leathers black, blue on the 
exposed portions ; under tail-coverts white. No imimiture plumage; 
nestlings on leaving the egg are clad in black down like other Rails 
and Water-hens. The grey of the head is due, partly at all events, 
to the wearing away of the feathers. 

Bill and casque deep red, tinged brown in places ; irides deep 
red ; legs and feet pale red, brown at joints {Davison ). 

Length 37; tail 3 75; wing 10; tarsus 3'2; bill from gape 
1*0. Females are rather smaller. 

Distribution. Throughout the plains of India, Ceylon, and 
Burma, in suitable localities. This bird is replaced in the Malay 
Peninsula and to the eastward by different species, but ranges 
throughout Hoiith -western Asia to the Caspian. 

Habits, The Purple Moorhen or, as Jerdoii calls it, the 
Purple Coot (but it is far more like a Moorhen than a Coot), 
is found ou large pieces of water — tanks, marshes, or rivers — 
portions of which are thickly covered by high reeds or bushes ; 
amongst these the bird makes its way, clinging to the reeds and 
twigs with its huge feet like a gigantic Grass-Warbler. It has, 
according to Jerdon, a fowl-like call, and it certainly is given to 
cackling. Its food is mainly vegetable, and it commits great havoc 
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in rice-fields by catting down the growing rice. This Moorhen 
breeds from July to September, makes a large rush nest, some- 
times floating on w'afer, sometimes in reeds, and lays 6 to 8 or even 
10 eggs, pale pinkish in colour with numerous red and pale 
purplish-grey spots and measuring about 1*93 by 1*39. 


Genus PULICA, Linn., 1706. 

The Coots, which constitute this genus, are distinguished by 
having their long toes fringed by a broad membrane divided into 
convex lobes corresponding to the phalanges, and by the tarsus, 
which is considerably shorter than the mid-toe without claw, 
bearing a membranous fringe behind. The bill is of moderate 
length, compressed, and rather deep, terminating on the forehead 
in a frontal disk of varying form. The plumage of all species is 
dark grey or blackish. Sexes alike. 

This genus is nearl}^ cosmopolitan and includes about 12 species, 
of which one is Indian. 


1405. Pulica atra. The Coot. 

Fiilica atra, lAnn, Nat. i, p. 257 (1706) ; Blylh, Cat. p. 280; 
JeiAou, B. 1. iii, p. 715 ; Stoliczka, J. A. S. B. xli, ])t. 2, p. 254 ; 
Hume <5* Hendc'A. Hth. to Yjirh. p. 293; Hume, S. F. i, p. 240; 
Adam, ibid. p. 397 ; Butler, S. F. iv, p. 20 ; v, p. 233 ; i.x:, p. 431 ; 
Hume Dav. S. F, vi, p. 465; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 229 ; Hume, 
Cat. no. 903; Sndluy S. F. vi i, p. 35M ; Vidal. S. F. ix, p. 80; 
Biddufph, Ibis, 1881, p. 97; Scully, ibid. p. 500 ; Simnhoe, Ibis, 
1882, p. 122 ; Beid, S F’ x, p. 72 ; i)arid.^on, tAd. p. 322 ; Tayhr, 
ibid. p. 406 ; Oatefi, B. B. ii, p. 352; Barnen, Birds Bom. p. 300 ; 
id. Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. vi, p. 136; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 327 ; 
Oates hi Hunus N. ^ F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 386 ; Sharpe, Yark. Miss., 
A ves, p. 145; id. Cat. B. M. xxiii, p. 210. 

Dnsnri, Dnsar'ni, Ari, Khuskul, Thekari, II. ; Barra Godan (Purneah) ; 
Boli^kodi, Tel. 

Coloration. Head, neck, and lower tail-coverts black; upper 
plumage from neck blackish grey with a steel-blue tinge ; low’er 
plumage paler and more ashy ; edge of wing and outer web of first 
primary w hite or whitish. 

Young birds are brown with the lower plumage partly white 
and w’ith white tips to the secondary quills. 

Bill and shield bluish white ,* irides red ; legs and toes liver- 
brown, tinged with green on the tarsus ; in summer there is a ring 
of yellow-green and red round the tibia {OateA). 

JiCngth 16 ; tail 2*25 ; wing 8*5 ; tarsus 2*25 ; bill from gape 1*4. 

Distribution. The greater part of Europe and Asia, wdth Japan, 
the Philippines, and the Ma’ay Archipelago as far as Java. The 
Coot has not been observed in Ceylon^ but it is found in almost 
all parts of India and Burma where there are large pieces of water 
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much covered with vegetation. It is a resident and breeds in 
many parts of India, but in some localities it is merely a cold- 
season visitor. 

Habits^ The Coot resembles a Duck rather than a Eail in 
many of its habits, it swims and dives well, and although it rises 
with difficulty from the water, flapping along the surface with 
wings and feet for many yards, it flies strongly and well, w^hen 
once on the w ing ; but though often occurring in great numbers, it 
never keeps in flocks as Ducks do. It is a noisy bird, especially 
in the breeding-season. Its food consists of w^ater-plaiits, insects, 
mollusca, &c. The breeding-season in the Himalayas and Kashmir 
is May and June, in the plains of Northern India July and 
August. The nest is a huge mass of green rushes and weed, 
sometimes in shallow’ water, sometimes floating, amongst reeds ; 
the eggs, 7 to 10 or even 12 in number, are grey or pale brown, 
minutely speckled with black, with a few larger purplish-black 
spots, and measure about 1*98 by T4. 


Family IIELlORNlTlllDJ:. 

This is a very small family, consisting of 3 genera, each con- 
taining one or tv\o species only, and inhabiting the tropical parts 
of America, Africa, and South-eastern Asia, one geiiiis in each. 
All are externally much like Kails ; and the lobed meiiibrane on 
each side of the toes, on account of which the name of I'infoot 
was applied by Latham to the only form with wliieh he w-as 
acquainted, is very similar to that found in the Coots. 

in the Kinfect the sternum is more massive than in the Kails, 
and is broader behind, with a shallow notch on each side. There 
is no aftershaft, but the wing is quiiicubital, the 5th secondary 
being present (8eebohm says that it is wanting in IJeliortiu^ but 
present in Fodim), There are no bare tracts on the neck. Kec- 
irices 18. The deep flexor tendons are somewhat peculiar; the 
Jlexor longvs hallucis gives off a slip to supply the hallux, and is 
then divided into three, each part uniting wnth a similar branch of 
the trifid Ji. perforates digitoruni in order to supply one of the 
other three digits. It is manifest that this is merely a modifica- 
tion of the ordinary Galline arrangement 

Very little is known of the food, which probably is similar to 
that of Kails. The eggs have not been described, but tlie young 
of HtUornis are said to be two in number and lo be hatched iiaKed 
and helpless. 


* The anatomy of Podica is described by Beddard (P. Z. S. 1890, p. 425), 
and th^t of BeliomU by the same auUior (Ibis, 189^5, p, 30). 
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Genus HELIOPAIS, Sharpe, 1893. 

Bill from gape longer than tarsus, stout ; culmen considerably 
curved ; no frontal shield ; nostril elongate, pervious, placed lu^ar 
the middle of the upper mandible : tarsus shorrer than middle toe 
without claw ; toes broadly fringed with skin, \^hich is lobed as in 
Coots. Wing rounded, 2nd quill or 2nd and 3rd longest, 1st 
between otii and hth. Tail of 18 feathers, about half as long as 
Aving, slightl}' rounded, rectrices broad and stilT. Hexes sliglitly 
different. 

A single specios. This bird has until reeently been placed in 
the same genus as the African Podica ; but Dr. Sharpe has shovA ri 
that the Asiatic bird is really quite as rjearly related to the 
American Jleliornis^ and has rightly, 1 think, placed it in a distinct 
genus. 


IdOD. Heliopais personata. The Mnd cd Finfoot. 

Podica. personatii, Gray, 1\ Z. S. 1848, p. 90, Ares, pi. 4 ; BJyth, 
J. A, S. B. xxviii, p. 415; Tickrll, ihd. p. 455; Bhjih, Ibis, 180lh 
p. J)1 ; Blanf J. A. *S'. B. xxxviii, pt. 2, p. 191 ; Ilume Oates, 
S. F. iii, ]). 185 ; Blyfh, Birds Bnrm. p. 102 ; Ihnne 1)av. S. F, 
vi, p. 4<‘5; Godt(\~Amt. J, A. B. B. xlvii, pt. 2, p. 21; Jlyme, 
Cat. no. 9(i3 his; Oates, B, B. ii, p. 353; Jlume, S. F. xi, p. 327. 

Heliopais personata, Sharpe, Bull. B. O. Cluh, vol. i, p. xxxvii (1893) ; 
id. Ihis, 1893, p, 439; id. Cat. B. M. xxiii, p. 232. 



Fig. 40. — Head of H. persovata. f . 


Coloraiioyi. Male. Forehead and anterior part of crown with a 
streak running back on each side of the occiput, sides of head to 
back of eye, chin, throat, and fore neck, ending in a point behind, 
yeh^et-black, all the black area below the superciliary streaks 
narrowly bordered with white; occiput and hind neck bluish grey; 
sides of neck and lower fore neck light brownish olive ; upper 
parts, wings, and tail rufescent brown washed with olive, except 
on the larger coverts; quills and rectrices, rump and upper 1 ail- 
coverrs slightly paler : breast and abdomen white, passing into 
light brown on the sides of the body ? flanks, vent, and lower 
tail-coVerts more or less barred brown .and white* i 
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Iti females the chin, throat, and fore neck are white with a 
black border, broadest on the cheeks and edged outside with 
white as in the male ; the frontal black band is rather narrower ; 
otherwise the plumage resembles that of the male sex. Young 
birds are like females. 

Bill chrome yellow in males, dull yellow in females ; irides dark 
brown in males, yellow in females ; legs and feet pale green, 
edges of the webs bright yellow^ in males, faintly tinged with 
yellow in females {Davimn). 

Length of male 22 ; tail 5 ; wing 10 ; tarsus 2 ; hill from 
gape 2*4. Length of female 20*5; tail 4-5; wing 9*25; tarsus l*7o. 

DutrUmtlon. From Assam and Cachar throughout Burma to 
Malacca and Humatra, in suitable localities, but very rare. 

Habits^ This very curious bird has been found on the sea- 
coast, ill swamps, and on rivers and mountain streams. I believe 
I once killed one on the Irrawaddy above Prome, but 1 did not 
know the bird and did not preserve it. According to Davison 
it swims deep in the water, with only the heafl and neck above 
the surface ; it runs quickly, holding its body in a peculiar way, 
at an angle to the ground of about 45^. It is shy, and when 
disturbed takes refuge in cover or flies up, slowly at first, but 
strongly when fairly on the wing. The food consists of rnollusca 
and insects, probably of vegc'table substances also; the flesh is 
said by Davison to be delicious. Nidificatiou unknown. 




Fig, 41 , — Anthmpoides virgo. 


Suborder GEUES. 

Schizogiiathous and schizorhinal birds with 17 to 20 cervical 
vertebr® and, as a rule, without notches on the posterior border 
of the sternum. Oil-gland tufted. Caeca present. Deep flexors 
GalUne. Ambiens present, also the semitendinosus and accessory 
semitendinosus ; the femoro-caudal and its accessory are wanting in 
one genus, Balearica, present in others. The young are hatched 
clad in down, and run at once. 

Besides the true Cranes or Oruidce, the* American Aramidoe and 
Psophiidce are referred to this suborder. 
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Family GRUID^E. 

The true Cranes are birds of large size with long necks and legs, 
19 or 20 cervical vertebrae, the bill as long as the head or longer, 
and a depression which extends on each side halt or more than half 
the length of the upper mandible, and contains the nostril shut in by 
a large membrane on the posterior side. Tail-feathers 12, primaries 
11. Aftershaft present, but small ; no fifth secondary ; the lateral 
bare tracts extend some distance up the neck. Trachea passing 
into a hollow space between the bony walls of the sternal keel, and 
more or less convoluted ; furcula anchylosed to keel of sternum. 

Cranes are generally grey or white in colour. They are in the 
main vegetable feeders, though they occasionally eat insects, 
reptiles, or fish. All have a loud trumpet-like call, the production 
of which is probably connected with the tracheal convolutions. The 
majority are migratory and gregarious. They breed on the ground, 
usually in marshy places, and lay two eggs, as a rule, in a rough 
nest of grass and rushes. They generally appear to pair for life, and 
indulge in most extraordinary dances during the nuptial season. 

The Cranes have been divided into a large number of genera, 
some of which, distinguished solely by difterences in the extent to 
which the bead is feathered, are not here adopted. 

Key to the Genera, 

a. Crown naked or scantily clad with black 

hairs; feathers of fore neck not lengthened. Gnus, p. 18o. 

Head feathered throughout, feathers of fore 
neck lengthened Anthuopoides, p. 190. 


Genus GRUS, Pallas, 1700. 


Head partly or wholly bare of feathers. Wings long, ample, 
3rd quill usually longest ; tertiary quills lengthened, exceeding the 
primaries considerably ; tail short ; tibia naked for a considerable 
portion of its length. Toes short, stout; clav\8 short, rather 
obtuse. 8exes alike in plumage. 

Cranes are widely distributed. Four species are Indian or 
Burmese. 


Key to the Species, 

a. Plumage gi*ev, 

a', Crown naked in adults; sides of head and 
upper neck feathered ; tarsus less than 10. 
b\ AVnole head and upper neck without 
feathers; tarsus over 11. 

A white collar • 

ft". No white collar 

h. Plumage white * 


G. communis^ p. 186, 


G. anti gone ^ p. 188. 

G, sharpiij p. 189. 

G, leuayeranusj p. 187. 
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1407. Grus communis. The Common Crane. 

Ardea grus, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 234 (1763). 

Grus comiiiunia, Bechst. Nature/. Deuischt. iii, p. 60 (1703) ; Ilume^ 
Cat. no. 865 ; llume Marsh. Game iii, p. 21, pi. ; Butler, B. F, 
iv, p. 15 ; ix, p. 427 ; lleid, S. F. x, p. 08 ; Barries, Birds Bnm. p. 34-1. 

Grua cinerea, Meyer ^ Wolf, TascMmb. ii, p. 350 (1810); Blyth, 
('at. p. 274; Jerdon, B. I. iii, j). 004 ; Blyth, Ibis, 1873, p. 81 ; 
JInme, S. F. i, p. 235 ; Adam, ibid. p. 305 ; Butler, B F. iv, p. 15 ; 
FairhanJe, ibid. ]). 263 ; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 227 ; BcuUy, B. F. viii. 
p. 352 ; Simson, Ibis, 1882, p. 03. 

Grus grus et G. lillbrdi, Bharpe, Cat. B. M. xxii, pp. 250, 252 (1894). 

Kurunch, Kurch, Kulang, II. ; Kunj, Sind ; Kallaui, Deccan ; Kulunyi, 
Tel. 

Coloration. Crown and lores nearly naked, witli s(*atte7*ed black 
hnirs ; on the nape a blackish-slal y triangular patch, the point 
behind ; a white band dowai each side of the head from the eye, 
joining behind the nape and covering the hind in'ck ; elieek, chin, 
throat, fore neck, and sides of neck dark slaty like the nape ; rest 
of plumage above and below ashy grey, paler or darker, except the 
winglet, the primaries, the greater prirnary-coverts away from 
their bases, and the tips of the secondariovs and tertiaries, which 
are black; ends of the tail-feathers blackish. 

Young birds are brownish owing to the grey feathers having 
isabelline edges, and the head is featliercd throughout. The 
nestlings are covered with down of a yellowish-buif colour. In 
old birds the webs of the elongate tertiary quills are free, and the 
tertiaries form a loose-textured plume. 

Skin of crown blackish, with a broad band of dingy red across 
the occiput; bill dingy horny green, yellowish tenvards the tip; 
i rides orange-red to reddish brown ; legs and feet black, soles 
brown to fleshy. 

Length about 45; tail 8; wing 22 to end of primaries; tarsus 9*5 ; 
bill from gape 4*6. 

Distribution. A migratory bird, breeding in Northern Europe 
and Northern Asia, and wintering in Southern Europe, Northern 
Africa, South-western Asia, Northern India, and China. In India 
this Crane is found as far south as the Mah^inadi of Orissa to the 
eastward, and throughout the Bombay Deccan, and it is said to 
occur in Travancore (this requires confirmation) ; but it is unknown 

f enerally in Southern India and throughout Ceylon, Assam, and 
^urma, and is more common in Northern than in Central India. 
Dr. 11 . B. Sharpe in his Catalogue distinguished the Eastern 
Crane as G. lilfordi on account of its paler coloration- Mr. Blyth 
long ago pointed out some distinctions in the colour of the naked 
crown. But it is extremely doubtful whether any differences are 
constant, and I learn from Dr. Sharpe that be no longer looks 
upon the Eastern Crane as a distinct species. 

Habits, The Common Crane arrives in Northern India in 
October and leaves about March, a few stragglers remaining 
linger. It is usually seen in flocks^ large or smalls which pass the 
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middle of the day and the whole night in the sanrly beds of rivers 
or on the borders of banks (Sr marshes, feed in the grain-fields in 
the early morning and in the evening, and fly from one to the 
other in an extended line, frequently more or less V-shaped. The 
call of this bird is a fine clear note, often uttered during flight and 
not unfrequently heard wlieil the birds are at so great a height in 
the air as to be almost out of sight. Cranes that have fed for a 
time on the grain and shoots of wheat, rice, gram, arhar, and other 
crops are delicious; ill-fed birds are coarse. The Cojnmun Crane 
has not been known to breed in 1 ndia. 

1408. Grus leucogeranus. The Great White or Siberian, Crane. 

Gnis leucogeranus, Pall. Peif^. Puss. PeicJis, ii, p. 714 (1773); 
/;•/»//, Ihis, p. 243; Jerdon, Ji. I. iii, ]>. i)()3 ; Ph/tli^ Ihis, 

]Ki)7, p. Iflfi ; Ifnniej Ifm, 18G8, p. 28 : Brooks, Ihis, 18()9, p. 237 ; 
McMaster^ J. A. S. B. xl, pt. 2, p. 213; Hume. B. 1\ i, p. 233; 
Putler, S. T\ vii, p. 187 ; Hume, Cat. no. 834; Hume cV Marsh. 
Game B. iii, p. 11, pi.; Peid, S. P\ x, j). 07; Barnes, Birds 
p. 341. 

San^ogeranus huicogeranus, Bull. B. O. Cluh. vol. i, p. xxxvii 
(1893) ; id. Ibis, 1893, p. 439; id. ('’at. B. M. xxiii, p. 201, 

Kdre-Khar (N. W. P.) ; Tunhi (Oudh); Chini Kulauf/ (llansi), If. 

Coloration. Fore part of crown and sides of head to behind the 
eyes bare of feathers. Plumage white throughout, except the 
primariovS and their greatcM' coverts with the winglet, which are 
black. Young birds have the head leathered throughout and the 
plumage tinged with buff. 

Naked skin of head dull reddisli ; bill umber-brown ; irides 
bright pale yellow ; legs and feet pale reddish pink (IJnme), 

Length of male about 54; tail 8: wing 24; tarsus 11; bill 
from gape 7*75. Females are rather smaller, wing 23. 

Distribution. A rare winter visitor to parts of North-western 
India, chiefly the Eastern Punjab, Northern Sind, the North-west 
Provinces, and Oudh. Mr. Forsyth saw a flock at Dehri near 
Sasseram, and Col. McMaster shot a straggler near Nagpur. This 
Crane breeds in Siberia, and is found occasionally throughout 
Northern and Central Asia. 

Habits, ^c. We are indebted to Hume for most of our know- 
ledge of this bird. It is found in India, either in family parties 
generally consisting of three (the two old birds and one young) 
or in small flocks, probably composed of birds in their second 
year that have not paired. They arrive in October and leave 
about the end of March, and during their residence remain 
constantly about particular large marshes (jhils), keeping in 
shallow water and feeding on water-plants. They are exceedingly 
w^ary. Their cry is dcvscribed by Hume as a. feeble repetition of a 
sound like Kdrekhar, the native name, but it is said by Brooks to 
be merely a whistle. By all observers this Crane is described as a 
most beautiful and graceful bird, excelling even the Sarus in this 
respect. The nidification is unknown. 
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1409. Qrus antigone. The Sarus. 

Ardea antigone, Linn, Si/st. Nat i, p. 235 (1760), 

Or us collaris, Bodd, TabL BL Mnl. p. 52 (1783) ; Tegeimeier^ Ed* 
BlijUis Cranes^ p. 45. 

Grus antigoue, Jerdon^ Madr. Jour. L. S. xii, p. 193; Blyth^ Cat, 
p. 274; Irhy^ Ibis, 1801, p. 242 ; Jordan, B. I. iii, p. ()02 ; C^toliczka, 
J. A. S, B. xli, pt. 2, p. 252; Hayes Lloyd, Ibis, 1873, p. 410; 
Hume, N, Sc E. p. 584 ; id. S. F. i, p. 234 ; Adam, ibid. p. 395 ; 
Butler, S, F. iv, p. 14 ; Ball, JS. F. vii, p. 227 ; Hume, Cat. 
no, 803; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 352 ; Hume Marsh. Game. B. iii, 
p. 1, pi., p. 435, pi. iv (egg); Teyetmeier, Ed. Blytlis Cranes, 
p. 47; Beid, S. F. x, p. (57 : Eavidson, ibid. p. 319; Simsou, Ibis, 
1882, p. 93 ; Swinh. S' Barnes, Ibis, 1885, p. 133; Barnes, Birds 
Bom. p. 340; id. Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. i, p. 59; ii, p. 149; Oaies 
in Hume's N. Sc E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 372 ; Bidkley, Jour. Bom. N. H. 
Soc. viii, p. 148. 

Antigone collarLs, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiii, p. 202. 

Saras, Sirha?is, JI. ; Khiir-sany, Assam. 

Cidoration. Head and upper neck without feathers, except a 
grey patch of ear-coverts on each side, the tliroat and a ring round 
tlie nape rather thickly covered with black haiis. Neck ])iire 
white, passing at the base into the bluish ashy grey of the plumage 
generally; the primaries, greater primary-coverts, and wingJet are 
black or blackish brown; secondaries towards their tips and the 
w hole tertiaries varying from grey to white. 

Young birds have the head and upper neck clad with short 
rusty-buff feathers. The nestling is covered with down, rich 
deep brown above, rufous on the sides and head, whitish beneath. 

Bill pale greenish horny with dark tip ; skin of crown pale ashy 
green ; papillose skin of head and neck orange-red ; iris orange ; 
legs reddish or flesh-colour {Tukell). The red of the face and 
neck becomes brighter about April, and the white neck-collar more 
defined and conspicuous. 

Length of male about 58 : tail 10; wing to end of primaries 25 ; 
tarsus 12; bill from gape 6*5. Temales are slightly smaller: 
wing 24 ; tarsus 11. 

Distribution. Eesident throughout the plains of Northern India 
in suitable places, from the base of the Himalayas to the Tapti or 
perhaps a little farther in Western India, and to the Go(lavari 
near the east coast. This Crane ranges west to the Indus and 
eastward as far as Lakhimpur in Assam (unless the Assam bird 
turns out to be tiie next species). Jerdon says the 8arus is 
common in Khandesh, but Davidson and Major Probyri found it 
very rare there ; and it is unknown in the Bombay Deccan. The 
statement in some works that G. antigone is found around the 
Caspian Sea is probably clue to error, caused by Pallas having 
iisea the name for a different species. 

Habits, ^c. The Sarus is usually seen in pairs, each pair often 
accorapanied by a young bird, or occasionally by two, in open 
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marshy ground, on the borders of swamps or large tanks. Some- 
times small flocks are met with. Though not regarded as sacred, 
except in a few localities, these birds are very rarely molested iu 
India, and they arc consequently tame and unwary. They have a 
loud trumpet-like call, uttered when they are disturbed, and 
especially on the wing. When they fly they only rise a few yards 
from the ground. The food of this Crane is varied ; vegetables, 
reptiles, insects, and rnollusca contributing. The Harus pairs for 
life, and if one of a pair is killed, the survivor is said not iinfre- 
qnently to pine and die. The breeding-season is in July, August, 
and September, though nesis and ^'ggs have l)eini found in 
Pebriiary and March. A huge nest is built of ruslies, grass, 
several feet in diameter at the base, and frequently S or 4 feet 
high ; it is usually either in shallow water or surrounded by flooded 
ground, and in it two eggs are laid (three very rarely). The eggs 
are white or nearly white, blotched and clouded, thinly as a rule, 
with pale yellowish brown and purplish grey, and they measure 
on an average 3*96 by 2-5(). 


1410. Grus sharpii. The Burmese Bants, 

Orns antigone, apud Jerdon^ B, I. iii, p. 062, pt. ; Beavmi, P. /. 
]H()7, p. 702; Blythj Birds Burin, p. 167 ; Oatrs, S. F. v, p. 164; 
Wnrdl. liamsai/y Ihis, 1877, p. 409 ; Hume ^ Dae. S. F, vi, 
p. 468 ; Anders. Yunnan Fjeped., Ares., p. 0H4 ; Oates, B. B. ii, 
p. 664 ; Hume, S. F'. xi, p. 317 ; nea Ardea antigoiie, />. 

Antigone antigone, tiharpe. Cat. B. M. xxiii, p. 264. 

Grus ( Antigone ) sharpii, Blanf. Bull, B. O. Club^ vol. v, p. vii ( 1 896 ) ; 
id. Ibis, 1890, p. 130. 

Gyo-yya, Burmese. 

Cdoration, The plumage generally is darker and the back less 
pure grey than in 0. antiyone, and the secondaries and tertiaries 
are grey like the back ; but the most conspicuous distinction is the 
absence iu the present species of any w hite ring round the neck at 
all seasons. 

Bill and coronal skin greenish glaucous, skin of the face and 
neck pale brick- red ; irides reddish orange; legs fleshy pink, 
brownish in front ( Wardlaw Ramsay), Dimensions the same as 
those of O, antiijone, 

Bistrihution, The plains of Burma, Siam, and Cochin China. 
There are skins in the British Museum sent by Cantor from 
Penang, but H nine doubts the occurrence of this bird wild in the 
Malay Peninsula. Anderson obtained specimens at Tsitkaw, north- 
vvest of Bhamo, and Hume saw several in Manipur, all probably of 
the present species, but the limits of tliis and of G. antigone are 
not ascertained. 

Habits the same as those of the last species, 

Hume once saw in Manipur (S, ¥. xi, p. 317) a flock of dark- 
coloured Cranes with white heads and necks, resembling G,moiiachus 
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of North-eastern Asia. Anderson also at Ponsee, west of Bhdmo; 
saw flocks of Cranes flying towards Burma in March. He took 
them for O, antigone (G, sharpU), but that species is not known to 
collect in flocks. Captain Couchman (Jour. Bom. N. H. 8oc. vii, 
p. 450) saw Cranes in the marshes near Myothit, like G, dnerevn 
in colour, shape, and call, but with a scarlet hood or crest. Our 
knowledge of the Cranes of Upper Burma is evidently still 
imperfect. 


Genus ANTHROPOIDES, Yieillot, 1816. 

The smallest Indian Crane, the Demoiselle, forms the type of a 
well-marked genus, having the bill and legs shorter in pro[)ortion 
than in Grm ; the head feathered throughout, with, on each side, 
from beliind the ear-coverts, a white plume or aigrette of feathers 
with dissociated webs. The feathers of the lower fore neck 
lanceolate and elongate, projecting in front of the breast. 
Tertiaiy quills mucli lengthened. 

1411. Anthropoides virgo. The Demoiselle Crane. 

(Fig. 41, p. 154.) 

Ardea virgo, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 234 (1766). 

Grus vivgo, I’alL Zooqr. liosao-Asiat , ii, p. 108; Scully^ Ibis^ 1881, 
p. 588. 

Anthrop oides virgo, J'ieill. Nouv. Diet, d'llist. Nat. ii,p. 163 (1816) ; 
B/yfh^ Gat. p. 274; Jerdon^ B. 1. iii, p. 666; liume^ 6’. F. i, 
p. 235 ; Adorn ^ ibid. p. 395 ; Butler., S. F. iv, p. 15 ; Fairhonk, ibid. 
p. 203 ; lioviv, Cat. uo. 866; Scully, B. F. viii, p. 352 ; Hume 
Marsh. Gome B. iii, p. 31, pi.; Biddvlph, Ibis, 1881, p. 95; 
Butler, B. F. ix, p. 427 ; Beid, B. F. x, p. 68 ; Davidson, ibid. p. 320; 
Barnes, Birds Bern. p. 342 ; Bharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiii, p. 269. 

Earkarra, H. ; Nepal ; Karkmhi, Mahr. ; Kallam, Deccan; 

Garara, Uri3%a ; Wada-Koroka, Tel. ; Karkoncha, Can. 

Coloration. Forehead, sides of crown, and sides of head, with 
the chin, throat, whole lore neck, and a broad ring round the nape 
black; feathers on lower eyelid, and a streak from the tack of the 
eye over the ear-coverts, ending behind in a long plume, white ; 
crown and the upper parts from a little behind the nape ashy 
grey ; breast and abdomen the same, slightly darker ; the sinciput 
streaked with black ; winglet, larger priniary-coverts, and pri- 
maries black, secondaries brownish grey tipped with blackish, and 
tertiaries, for the most part, with black tips ; tail-feathers dark 
grey above, blackish below. 

Young birds have the head grey, streaked with black, and the 
lengthened plumes are ill-developed. 

Bill greenish, reddish at the tip; irides red ; legs black. 

Length about 33 ; tail 6*5 ; wing 19 ; tarsus 7 ; bill from gape 3. 

. Mistrihution, A migratory bird, breeding in Southern and Eastern 
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Europe, Southern Siberia, and parts of Central and Western Asia, 
and spending the \^inter in North-eastern Africa, India, and 
China. In India it is most common in the Deccan, Guzerat, and 
Xattywar, occurring in immense flocks; less common, though far 
from rare, throughout North-western and Northern India, and in 
the Peninsula as far south as Mysore; it- is rare farther south, 
though it has been seem at Kollegal, Coimbatore district, by 
Mr. Theobald, and it is said to occur even at Tinnevelly ; but it is 
unknown on the Alalabar coastlands, in Ceylon, in Louder Bengal, 
Assam, arid Burma. 

Habits, <^\\ The Demoiselle arrives in India early in October, 
and leaves, as a rule, in April. JIume says the birds apparently 
arrive in Guzerat and the I)eccan earlier than they do in Northern 
India and remain later, and he suggests that the birds so numerous 
in the Bombay Presidency may come from Africa. The habits of 
this bird resemble those of the Common Crane, but it associates in 
much larger flocks, and its call-note is quite different and much 
harsher. The flocks often spend hours during the day flying and 
circling in the air at considerable heights. The name of vinjo is 
said to have been derived from the bird’s “elegant appearance and 
dancing propensity” (//. T, Wharton), AVhen well fed the 
Demoiselle, like the Common Crane, is delicious eating. 


Suborder OTIDES. 

The Bastards appear to form a link between Rails and Cranes 
on one side and iflovers on the other, but are nearest on tlie \\ hole 
to the Cranes. They are schizognathous and holorhinal, with 10 
or 17 cervical vertebra', and with two small notches on each side 
of the posterior border of the sternum. No oil-gland. Cmca long. 
There is no hallux, and the deep flexor tendons simply unite, and 
then the united tendon divides into three. Ambiens muscle, 
accessory femoro-caudal, semitendiuosiis, and accessory semitendi- 
nosus present ; femoro-caudal wanting. A single family. 
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Family OTIDID^. 

Cervical vertebrae 16 or 17. Bill as a rule shorter than the head 
or equal to it in length. Tail-feathers 16 to 20: primaries 11. 
An aftershaft present ; no fifth secondary ; no bare tracts on the 
neck. Tarsus and bare portion of tibia covered with small scales ; 
the three toes short, stout, scutellated above ; soles very broad, 
claws short and blunt. Males of many species with a gular pouch 
opening beneath the tongue and serving to inflate the neck. 

Bustards are birds of stout build, with both neck and legs rather 
ong, and both carried, when the bird is walking, nearly at right 
angles to the body, gi' ing a ])eeuliar and characteristic appearance. 
They chiefly inhabit open ground or grass. A small depression 
in the ground, without lining or with very little, vserves as a nest, 
and the eggs are olive in colour and double-spotted. The young 
birds when hatched are covered with down, and run almost 
immediately after leaving the egg. 

This family inhabits Europe, Africa, Asia, and Australia. Six 
species are Indian, each referred by some naturalists to a distinct 
germs, but all are here classed in four genera. Only one of the 
species is found in Assam, none in Burma or the Malay countries. 

Key to the Genera. 


a. No nitf ; sexes differing in size or breeding- 

plumage or both. 

a\ No crest, at all events in females and in males 
not breeding. 

Tarsus about } as long as wing Otis, p. 192. 

h". Tarsus more than rj a.s long as wing; head, 
neck, and underparts black in breeding 

males Sypheotis, p. 198. 

h\ A crest; size large Eupouotis, p. 194. 

b. A ruff on each side of neck ; sexes alike Houbaea, p. 196. 


Genus OTIS. 

Bill shorter than head, and broader than high, stout ; legs of 
moderate length. Wings ample, rounded, third quill usually 
longest. No crest or ruff, though in the typical species the male 
has long bristly feathers with few and short webs on each side of 
the throat, and in another the plumes at the base of the neck are 
elongate in the breeding-plumage of the male bird. 

A Palaearetic genus. The two species here included are often 
referred to distinct genera, and show certainly some well-marked 
differences. They have only been found >^ itbin Indian limits in 
the North-western Punjab. 
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Key to the S 2 )eeies. 


a. Very large ; wing 19-24 inches O. tarda j p. 19^1. 

b. Small ; wing about 10 inches O. tetrax, p. 193 


1412. Otis tarda. The Great Bustard, 

Otis tarda, Xinw. Syet. Nat, i, p. 204 (1706); Ilmne, Ihis^ 1871, 
p. 404; id. S. T. vii, p. 484; Hume tS* Marsh. Game^B, i, p. 1, 
pi. ; Hume, Cat. no. 836 bis ; Sharpe^ Tr. Linn. Soc, (2) v, pt. 3, 
p. 87 j id. Cat. B. M. xxiii, p. 284. 

Coloration. Male. Head and upper neck light ashy grey, chin 
and long bristly feathers on each side ot’ the throat white ; t he 
grey passes all round the base oF the neck into dull rufous with a 
few black spots, which forms a band across the upper breast ; back, 
scapulars, tertiaries, and smaller wing-coverts rufous-bulf, closely 
and broadly but rather irregularly barred across with black ; lower 
back and rump deept^r rufous with fewer bars ; median and greater 
wing-coverts greyish white ; primaries dark brown ; secondaries 
greyish white, with black tips that diminisli gradually on the inner 
quills ; middle tail-feathers deep rufous like the rump with rather 
distant black cross-bars, outermost feathers greyish white with a 
subterminal black band, the other rectrices intermediate in colo- 
ration between the middle and outer pairs ; lower parts from 
breast white. 

In females and young males the grey of the fore neck comes 
down to the upper breast, and there is no rufous gorget ; other- 
wise the sexes are similar in plumage. The whiskers are wanting 
in females, and the size is smaller. 

Bill dull lead-grey, blackish at the tip ; irides dark brown ; legs 
dirty earth -grey (Dresser). 

Length of male about 42 inches ; tail 11 ; wdng 24 ; tarsus 6*5 ; 
bill from gape 3*25 : of a female, length 33 inches ; tail 10 ; wing 
19 ; tarsus 5 ; bill from gape 2*6. Large males have been shot 
weighing as much as 30 pounds, but they take several years to 
attain their full growth. 

Distribution. Southern and Central Europe and Northern Africa, 
with Central Asia as far east as China. A single specimen in the 
Hume Collection (now in the British Museum) was obtained near 
Marddn, in the extreme north-west of the Punjab, Dec. 23, 1870. 
The individual secured, a female, was one of a party of five or six 
in a field of mustard. 

1413. Otis tetrax. The Little Bustard. 

Otis tetrax, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 204 (1766) ; JerdoHy B. I, iii, 
p. 625 ; Blyth. IbiSf 1867, p, 163 ; Beavan^ Ibisj 1868, p. 388 ; 
Hume^ S. F, vii, p. 436 ; Hume Marsh. Game B. i, p. 3, pi. ; 
Ilumey Cat. no. 836 ter; Biddulph^ Ibisj 1881, p. 94 ; Scully ^ ibid. 
pw 586 ; Swinhoey Ibisy 1882, p. 119; St. John, IbiSj 1889, p. 175 ; 
Sharp€f Yark. Miss.y Aves, p. 145. 

Tetrax campestris, Leachy Syst Cat B. M, p. 28 (1816). 

Tetrax tetrax, Sharpe^ Cat. B, M. xxiii, p. 287. 

Chida tilur, Punjab. 

TOL. IV. 


O 
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Coloration, Male in winter plumage. Whole upper surface buff, 
vermiculated with black and with some larger black blotches ; 
crown much blotched with black ; hind neck brownish, with fine 
black specks and pale mesial streaks to the feathers ; greater 
primar 3 ^-coverts blackish brown with white tips ; primaries dark 
brown, all tipped white except the first tw o or three, and all white 
at the base, the white increasing on the inner feathers ; second- 
aries with their greater and some of their median coverts white, 
often a few black spots on the (;nills : tertiaries like back ; middle 
tail-feathers mottled black and buff, with narrow black cross-bars, 
outer feathers similar, but with white instead of buff and with 
white tips and bases, the white increasing on the outermost 
feathers ; chin and throat w'liitish ; sides of head and neck and 
fore neck streaked and mixed with black and buff ; breast and 
remainder of lower parts white. 

Females are more coarsely vermiculated as a rule on the ba(‘k 
and more blotched with black; the feathers of the upper breast 
are buff with subterminal, more or less crescentic black bars. 

Males in breeding-plumage have not been noticed in India. 
They have the cheeks, cliin, and throat dark bluish grey, neck all 
round black, except a U-shaped white band on the fore neck, and 
another white pectoral band followed by an equally broad l)Ja(*,k 
one on the iijiper breast. The feathers of the hind neck are 
elongate. 

Bill dusky, yellowish at base; irides light brown; legs dirty 
yellow (Scully). 

Length 18 ; tail 4*75 ; wing 10 ; tarsus 2*5 ; bill from gape 1*5. 

Distribution, Southern Europe, Northern Africa, and Centnil 
Asia, including Afghanistan and Yarkand. A few birds occur in 
(xilg^t, and this species is a regular winter visitant to the extreme 
North-w estern Punjab near Pesluiw ar. A few stragglers are found 
occasionally east of the Indus, and the species has been recorded 
from Gfurdaspur and even from Sabaranpur. 

Habits., In the Punjab the Little Bustard keeps much to 
fields of mustard. Tliis species has a different flight from other 
Bustards ; it rises to a great height in the air, and flutters ^nd 
twists about in a peculiar way. It is sometimes shot but more 
frequently hawked, the Saker Talcon being trained to capture it. 


Genus EUPODOTIS, Lesson, 1839. 

This genus is distinguished from Otis by having a considerably 
longer bill, longer legs, tail, and wings, by the possession of an 
occipital crest in both sexes, and by the feathers of the throat and 
fore neck being lengthened. The size is large, but the male much 
exceeds the female in this respect. 

Four species are known, two of which are African, one Indian, 
and one, scarcely distinguish-able from the Indian bird, Australian. 
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1414. Eupodotis edwardsi. The Great Indian Biutard, 

Otis edwardftii, Gray in llardw. III. Ind. Zoal. i, pi. 59 (1830-J?:?) ; 
Hume, S. T*. i, p. 227 ; Adam, S. F. i, p. 393 : ii, p. 3.39. 

Otis nigriceps, Vigors, P, Z. S. 1831, p. 35; Sgkes, P. Z. S, 1832, 
p. 155. 

Eupodotis edwardii, Blytli, Cat. p. 2.18. 

Eupodotis edwnrdsii, Jerdon. />. I. iii. ]). ('07 ; Sfcliczhn, J. A. S\ 11 
xli, pt. 2, p. 250 ; Hayes Lloyd ^ Ibis, 1873, p. 415 ; Hume, y . Si" E. 
p. 557 ; Butler, 8. F. iv, p. 9; ix, pj 424 ; Ihnne Sf Afarsh. Game. 
B. i, p. 7, pi. ; iii, p. 42.3, pi. i (eg’tjfs) ; Davids, Weyid. 8. F. vii, 
p. 87 ; Ball, ibid. p. 220; Hume, Cat. n(». 8.30 ; Wilsou, 8. F. viii, 
p. 490; F. W. Butler, ihid.\ id. 8. F. x, p. 101; TV. EUiott, 
1\ Z. 8. 1880, p. 480; Tostems, 8. F. x, p. 1(‘)7 ; Davidson, ibid. 
p. 318; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 320; id. Jour. Bom. N. H. 8oc. i, 
p. 57 ; vi, p. 11 ; Oates in Ihmits N. 4’ E. 2ijd ed. iii, p. .375; 
Sharpe. Cat. B. AT. xxiii, p. 3>25 ; Bayment, Jour. Bom. N. II. 8oc. 
ix, p. 107. 

'fuydar, I'lmjab ; Gvrnyin, Ilariuna ; Solum, (iuyhuuhher, Jliihna. II. ; 
Sernilu, II. (Nerbndda); Bherar, Saugor; Ih'nn, Main*.; Adurdhonk, 
Mdldhonk, Kdrndhonk, Karhiuk, Doooan ; 'J'okdar of Mahoniedim 
Falconers: 6'?/?Yy//wrt, Siud ; Bat-meka, Bat-myohu, Tel.; Batta rnekha, 
Yanadi ; Gimnd. Pardi ; KariaLAlyle, Tam.; Heri-hukki, Ari-kujina- 
hukki, Yere-laddu, (lin. 

(^oloration. Al<de. Forehead, crown, and occipital crest black, 
rest of bead and whole nedc white in old birds, iniimtely barred 
with black in younger individuals; back, scapulars, smaller coverts, 
tertiaries, and rurnj) minutely and beautifully vermiculated v^ith 
black and buff ; median xdng-coverts blackish brown, more or less 
tipped with white ; greater wing-coverts dark grey, black on outer 
edge and tipped white ; outer primaries dark brown, passing into 
dark grey on inner primaries and secondaries, the inner secondaries 
becoming vermiculated and passing into the coloration of the ter- 
tiaries, inner primaries and all secondaries tipped with white, basal 
portion of inner webs on the later primaries with white bands; 
tail greyer than back, but similarly vermiculated, all feathers 
except the middle pair with a blackish -brown end and the outer- 
most tipped with white beyond the brown ; lower parts white 
except a black band across the breast, corresponding to the limit 
between the white neck and brown back, a few black feathers 
intervening round the hind neck ; feathers around vent, lower 
tail-coverts, and generally some of the thigh-coverts, blackish 
brown with white tips. 

The female is much smaller and has narrow blackish vermicu- 
lations on the neck, the black pectoral gorget is imperfect. Young 
birds have buff tips to tlie feathers of the crown and mantle, 
forming pale spots. 

The nestling is covered with down, buff above with black 
markings on the head and mantle, whitish below. 

Bill dusky above, yellowish beneath; irides pale yellow with 
some brownish specks ; legs and feet dingy pale yellow (Jerdon), 

Length of male about 48; tail 12*5; v(ing 27: tarsus 7*8; bill 
from gape 4*5 : length of female 37 ; tail 9*5 ; wing 21 ; tarsus 

o2 
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6‘25. Hens weigh 10 to 20 lb., cocks 25 to 35, and even 40 is 
recorded. The male possesses a large gular pouch opening under 
the tongue {Elliot^ 1. c.), as in Otis tarda, 

Distrilmtion. The plains of tho Punjab between the Indus and 
Jumna, also Eastern Sind, Cutch, Kaltywar, Kajputana, Guzerat, 
the Bombay Deccan, the greater part of the Central Provinces, 
extending as far east as Sa»nbalpui% the Hyderabad territories, and 
parts of the Madras Presidency, and the Mysore State as far south 
as Southern Mysore, and perhaps farther south. Stragglers may 
be found outside the area specified, as in Western Sind, M[eerut, 
and Oudh ; but this Bustard is unknown in Behar, Chutia Nagpur, 
Orissa, and Bengal, on the Malabar coast, and in Ceylon. 

Jlahits^ tfT. The Great Indian Bustard is usually found singly or 
ill tu'os or threes, more rarely in flocks, and it keeps chiefly to open 
dry country, especially wastes covered \^’ith low grass and scattered 
cultivation, or sandy ground with small bushes ; it is never found 
in forests nor on hills, but it sometimes enters high grass or fields 
of millet (jowari), mustard, pulse, It feeds on insects, 

especially grasshoppers, on small reptiles, on fruit, grain, shoots of 
grass, <fcc. Its flight is heavy but strong. It has a peculiar deep 
booming note, imitated in its Mahratta name, and also a call-note, 
described by some observers as a bark or a bellow, by others as a 
trumpet sound. These birds, when in open ground, are very difficult 
to approach, except on a cart or camel or on horseback, or by the 
aid of a bullock or buffalo, but they squat and rest at times, and 
are then much less wary. The males are inagniticent birds, often 
standing four feet in height, and they have a peculiar method, 
ill the breeding-season especially, of inflating their white throats, 
doubtless by the aid of the gular pouch, and strutting about to 
attract the hens. They are polygamous ; the hen between March 
and September, chiefly in July or August, lays in a hollow on the 
ground, unlined or thinly lined with grass, a single drab or olive 
egg, faintly marked as a rule with brownish clouds, streaks, and 
mottlings, and measuring about 3TI by 2*24. According to some 
writers 2 or even 3 eggs are laid. 

Genus HOUBAEA, Bonap., 1831. 

This genus is distinguished by having a ruff of black and 
white feathers descending along each side of the neck, and a 
small crest in the middle of the crown. The feathers of the 
fore neck are lengthened and overhang the breast. Sexes alike. 
In other characters Houhara resembles Otis. There are two 
closely allied species : one found around the Mediterranean, the 
other inhabiting a considerable tract in Western Asia and 
visiting North-western India in winter. 

1415. Houbara macqneeni. The Houhara, 

Otis macqiiecnii, Gray in Ilardw, III, Ind. ZooL ii, pi. 47 (1833-34) ; 
p. 241. 

Houbara maoqueenii, Hutton^ J. A* S. B, xvi, p. 786 ; Blytk Cat. 
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p, 258 ; Jerdon^ B, Z iii, p. 012 ; Stoliczka^ J. A, S, B, xli, pt. 2, 
p. 250; Hayea-Lhyd, Ibts^ 1873, p. 415 ; Ilume, 6'. I\ i, p. 227 ; 
Adam^ ibid. p. 303 ; Le Mess. S. F. iii, p. 370 ; Butler Hmne^ 
S, JF. iv, p, 0; Butler^ S. F. v, pp. 231, 280; Hume Marsh. 
Game B. i, p. 17, pL ; Hume, Cat. no. 837 ; Hoig^ S. F. ix, p. 281 ; 
St. Johuy Ibisy 1889, p. 175; BarneSy Birds Bom. p. 321; id. 
Jour. Bom. N. 11. Soe. vi, p. 12, tig. 837 (egg) ; Sharpe y Cat,. B. M. 
xxiii, p. 318. 

Tilur, Punjabi ; TaXiiry Sindhi ; Hobdray P. 

(Joloration. Crown and greater part of upper surface sandy 
buff minutely vermiculated with black; in the iniddlti of the crown 
a crest of lengtheiuKl feathers, white with long black tips ; nape 
greyish white with dusky speckling; feathers on hind neck buff, 
very downy ; back, scapulars, tertiaries, and lesser wing-coverts 
with blackish patches protluced by bands of coarser black mottling 
on the feathers ; ruff of lengthened feathers on each side of the 
neck black near the head, white behind ; ln(^dian and greater 
wing-coverfs alixiscent, l)ut vermiculated; some or all of the 
greater coverts in most birds with subterminal black bars and 
white tips; winglet black; gieater primary-coverts black, creamy 
white at the base and generally white-tipped ; primaries and 
secondaries while at the base, becoming butf on the outer web, 
black near the end, the secondaries w}iite-ti{)ped ; up])er tail- 
coverts and tail-feathers like back, but morerufoUvS; tail-feathers 
crossed by bluish-grey bars (black beneath), mottltKl with bulf on 
the median rectrices oidy ; all the outer rectrices with while tips, 
the black vermiculatioii disaj)peariug on the basal portion of the 
tail-feathers ; chin and throat white ; sides of head butf, with a 
few black streaks; fore neck buff speckled with black, passing 
into bluish ashy-grey on the upper breast ; lower breast and 
remainder of lower parts wdiite, generally a few' black bars or 
spots on the flanks and lower tail-coverts, the latter in part buff. 
fSexes alike in plumage, but females run smaller. 

Bill blackish above, paler below ; irides yellow ; legs and feet 
dull yellow {Hume), 

Length of male 29; tail 9; wdng lo o ; tarsus 3*8; bill from 
gape 2*25. Length of female 26 ; tail 8*5 ; wing 15 ; tarsus 3*6. 

Distribution. A cold-weather visitor to Nortii-v\ estern India, 
common from early in September to the end of March in parts 
of the Punjab, Sind, and the desert portion of liajputaua north of 
the Aravallis, also in Cutch and Northern Guzerat. A few birds 
occur farther east, single individuals having been shot in Meerut 
and Bhurtpore. The Houbara breeds in the bigidands of 
Afghanistan and Persia, and a few stragglers may do so occa- 
sionally in the Indian desert. 

HuhitSy ^'c. This Bustard is generally found solitary or in small 
parties on open sandy semi-desert plains, very often in the neigh- 
bourhood of mustard-fields. It feeds on seeds, small fruits, shoots 
of plants, and insects. It runs quickly and is difficult to approach 
on foot, but it is generally shot from a camel. I hai e repeatedly 



OTIBID^. 


198 

shot Moubara (from horseback) by circling round, never going 
directly towards the bird until it squats down. When thus 
lying down, even in bare ground, only a trained eye can detect it, 
the resemblance to a stone or a small heap of sand is remarkable, 
and the transformation that takes place when a lloubara, or, as 
sometimes liaj)pcns, two, three, or more, spring into flight from 
the apparently lifeless waste, is not easily forgotten by any one 
who has witnessed it. lloubara are excellent eating as a rule, 
but they contract a strong and unpleasant flavour at times from 
feeding on shoots of mustard and other allied plants grown as oil- 
seeds. 

Genus SYPHEOTIS, Lesson, 1839. 

This is an Indian genus of small or modej‘att>Jy-sized Bustards 
without a riiif, and with longer bill and legs than in the other 
genera found in India. The chief generic character, however, is 
that the male in the breeding-season assumes a ])ecnliar plumage, 
with the head, neck, and kn\('V surface black, and tli(3 wings partly 
white. In tliis stage tlu^re is a considerable difference betw^een the 
males — JS. heagalensis being crested, with long feathers in front of 
the neck, whilst /S', aurita has a tuft of peculiar elongate plumes 
from each side of the head — and consequently the two have been 
placed by Sharpe in ditferent genera. With the exception, how- 
ever, of the male ornamental plumes, the two species, which inhabit 
different parts of India, agree very well. An African genus 
(Lissotls) is very similar in coloration. 

Temales are larger than males. The primary- quills are notched 
on the inner web and attenuate towards the end, much more so 
in >8. aurita than in S. bengalennis. 

Keg to the Species. 

a. \M*ng 7*3 to d‘7t>; tarsus 3T> to 4*5 inches , . >S'. p. 198. 

h. V^'iIlg‘ 13 o to 14’75; tarsus 5*0 to 6*5 inches . >S'. htmjatcusis, p, 200. 

1416. Sypheotis aurita. The Lesser Florican or Likh. 

? Otis iiidica, Gm. Sgst. Kat. i, p. 725 (1788 ). 

Otis aurita, Lath. hid. Orn. ii, p. 660 (1790). 

Sypheotides auritus, Lesson, Jtev. Zool. 1839, p. 47 ; lUyth^ Vat. 
p. 259; Jerdon^ li. 1. iii, p. 619 ; King, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, 
p. 216; McMasUr, J. A. S. B. xl, pt. 2, p. 215; Stoiiczka, 
J. A. S. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 250; Mnges-Lloyd, lots, 1873, p. 415; 
Hume, S. F. i, p. 228 ; id. N. ijr E. p, 561 ; Adam, S. F. i, 
p. 393 ; ii, p. 339 ; Ball, S. ii, p. 428 ; vii, p. 226 ; Xc Mess. 
S. F. iii, p. 380 ; Morgan, His, 1875, p. 323 ; Btyth, Birds Burni, 
p. 152 ; Butler, S. F. iv, p. 10 ; v, p. 231 ; ix, p. 424 ; x, p. 161 ; 
Davidscni Wend. S. F. vii, p. 87 ; Hume Marsh. Game B: i, 
p. 33, pi. ; iii, p. 425, pi. i (eggs); Hume, Vat. no. 839; Mclnroy, 
/S’. F. viii, p. 491 ; Vidal, S.F. ix, p. 77 ; Davidson, S. F. x, p. 318 ; 
Hume, ibid.y. 412; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 322; id. Jour, Bom, 
N. H. Soc, i, p. 57 ; vi, p. 13 ; Littledale, op. cit. i, p. 199. 

Sypheotis amita, Swinh. Sf Barnes, Ibis, 1885, p. 132; Oates m 
Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. iii, p, 380; Bhmpe, Vat, B, M, xxiii^ 
p. 313. 
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Likhj Chota Charat, Barsdti or Kala^ II. ; Ker mor^ Guzerat ; Tan-mor, 
Mahr. ; Chini mory Belgaum ; Khartitary Bhil ; CharaSy Chulla Char an y U. 
(8. India) ; Niula Nimili, Tol. ; Kannouly Can. ; Warragu Roli^ Tain. 



Fig. 42. — Hoad of S. aurifa, 2 • j- 


Cohratioiu Female and male in winter plunmge. — Crown black, 
more or less streaked with buff, and generally with a pale mesial 
band ; back of neck finely vermiculated or speckled buff and 
black ; sides of head and neck buff. With coarser black marks ; 
back, scapulars, and tertiaries black mottled with sandy buff, and 
with a V-shaped buff streak, more or less distinct, near the margin 
of each feather; wing-coverts chiefly sandy buff, with irregular 
black bars ; lirst two or three primaries uniform dark brown, the 
other prnnnries becoming more and more banded with ocbreous 
yellow, which is mottled with black towards the tips of the 
feathers ; secondaries dark brown, with broad mottled bands 
throughout ; tail yellow-buff' with black bars, and mottled with 
black towards the tips, middle feathers mottled throughout ; chin 
and throat white ; fore neck and upper breast buff, with black 
streaks that become fainter on the latter ; lower breast, abdomen, 
and lower tail-coverts buff'y white ; axillaries black. 

Male in brcreding-plumage. — A. few (usually three on each side) 
narrow ribbon-like feathers about 4 inches long, spatulate towards 
the ends and curved upwards from behind the ear-coverts. Head, 
neck, and louder parts black, except the chin and a varying portion 
of the throat, which are white ; band across the hind neck at the 
base white ; back, scapulars, and tertiaries black, with fine whitish 
mottling and V-shaped marlis, the black disappearing on the wing- 
coverts, which are mainly white ; the larger primary and the tips 
of the larger secondary coverts black ; quills as in the female ; 
rump and upper tail-(X)verts black tinely speckled with white ; 
tail pale, whitish and mottled with black at the end, buff towards 
base, wdth distant black bars throughout. 

The male, after the breeding-season, moults into the female 
plumage, but retains some w’hite on the shoulder of the wing. 

Bill dusky above, the edges of the upper and all the lower 
mandible yellowish ; irides pale yellow, clouded with dusky in the 
male ; legs dirty whitish yellow {Jerclon), 

Length of male 18 ; tail 3-5 ; wing 7*75 ; tarsus 3*e5 ; bill from 
gape 2. Females are considerably larger : length 20; tail 4*5; 
wing 9'5 ; tarsus 3*75. 

Distribution. This Florican may be found at times in suitable 
places throughout India from the Himalayas to Cape Comorin, but 
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it chiefly inhabits the Peninsula ^outh ob’ the God^\"an in winter, 
whilst it breeds in the Deccan, Western Central Provinces, Central 
Indian Agency, Ilajputaria, South-eastern Punjab, Gu^.erat, Cutcb, 
and even in Southern Sind. Some birds are permanent residents 
almost throughout the Peninsula. Stragglers have been met 
Mith near Gv^'ada^ in Biluchistan, and in Oiidh and the N.W. 
Provinces, Nepal, Bengal, Chiitia Nagpur, Orissa (1 once shot a 
bird not far from Cuttack), and on the Malabar coast. One 
specimen is on record shot at SandoTOy, Arrakan ; but the bird 
is not found in Ceylon, nor, with the exception mentioned, is it 
known to occuir east of the Bay of Bengal. 

IJahits, The smaller Elorican or ]ji)<li is, as a rule, found 
solitary or in pairs in grass of moderate height, or occasionally in 
growing crops ; it keeps to plains and open country, and is very 
rarely met with on the hills. Although a migrant to a certain 
extent, its migrations are contiruxl to India. It fet^ds, like other 
Bustards, on seeds and ii)s<‘c1s. ]t flies well, vith a quicker 
flight than oilier Bustards, having, when flying, a slight but 
peculiar resemblance to a Duck. Ploricans pair and breed in 
grass, tlieir presence being betrayed in the breeding-season by the 
males jumping above tlie grass ever}' now and then with a peculiar 
croak. The breeding-season is from August to November, chiefly 
in Heptember and October to the northward ; but earlier, oven in 
April or May, in parts of Southern India. The eggs, usually 3 or 4 
in number, deposited in a hollow in the ground, are light greenish 
olive to olive-brown in colour, variously mottled and blotched, and 
measure about 1*88 by 1*0. 

The numbers of this bird are l>f>ing greatly reduced by the 
uusportsmanlike practice of shooting it in the breeding-season. 
It is excellent eating, though inferior to S, he n(J ale unis. 

3417. Sypheotis bengalens’s. The Bemjal Floricau. 

Otisi bengalensis, Gm. Syst. Fat. i, p. 724 (1788) ; llodason, J. A. S, B, 
xvi, p. as.‘h pi8. ar, 38. 

Bypheotidns beugalensis, Blyth, Cut, p. 258 ; Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 010 ; 
Btythj IhiSf 3887, p. K)2 ; Gor/uT.-Amt, J, A, B B. xlv, pt. 2, p. 84 : 
xlvii, pt. 2, p. 21 ; Bimsmy Itm^ 1882, p. 94. 

Bypheotifl beiiiralensia, Bmiap. C, It. xliii, p. 413 (1853); Ilnme, 
N, ^ E. p. 559; Hume Marsh, Game B, i, p. 23; iii, p. 424; 
Hume, Cat. no. 838; id. B F. ix,p.l99; Markham, ihid.', Butler,, 

^ h* lb2 ; Hume ^ O'ipps, S. F, xi, p. 312 ; Oates in Hume's 
N, ^ E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 378, 

Houbaropsis bengalensis, JSh<w/)e, Cat B. M. xxiii, p. 315. 

Charas, Charj, Clmrat, H. ; Dahar, AblaJc <5, Bor P/Perai; ihi 
Mora, Assamese. 

Coloration, Female (and, according to some, male in winter 
plumage). — Fpper ])arts sandy buflP, mottled and blotched viith 
blackish brown or black ; crown mostly black with a pale mesial 
str^k ; bind neck finely speckled with black and with pale shaft- 
stnp^ ; back, scapulars, and tertiaries black, with buff V-shapeeJ 
markings and mottling ; rqmp and upper tail-coverts more unifom. 
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mixed buff and dark brown ; wing-coverts paler, pale buff pre- 
dominating ; primary coverts and' quills brownish black with 
white mottling, forming more or less distinct bars confined to 
inner webs ot first primaries and to outer webs and tips of later 
secondaries, on which tiie mottling is buff ; tail rufous-buff, with 
black mottling and cross-bars; chin and throat white; lores and 
sides of head and neck and lower parts from throat pale sandy 
buff, with a few black markings on sides of head, neck, and breast, 
on fore neck and upper breast-; under wing-coverts much blotched 
AV'ith black ; axillarics black. 

The male in breeding-plumage has a long median erectile crest 
on the head and nape, and the feathers of the chin, throat, and 
fore neck are conspicuously elongated. Head, neck, and lower 
parts black ; back and scapulars black, with mottlings and a few 
jiarrow V-shaped markings of bufi'; outer scapulars entirely black ; 
wing-coverts white; ])rimaries and secondaries white, except a 
progressively diminishing portion of t]je outer web on the first 
2 or 3 primaries and the ti[)s of the first 0 or 7, whicli are black, 
as also an increasing portion, cliiefly on the inner web. of the 
later secondaries ; tertiaries mottled black and buff‘ like the back, 
and with black cross-bars; rump and upper tail-coverts black 
speckled with buff; tail-feathers black, the middle two or three 
])airs wdth mottled buff bars, gradually disappearing on the outer 
feathers, which are all tipped white. 

The black ])lumage of the inahi is acquired by a moult, and is 
retained partly or wholly hy some birds in the winter; but in 
others, probably younger, it appears to be replaced by the ordinary 
garb of the female. Blyth noticed th(^ latter change repeatedly in 
birds kept in confinement. 

Bill dusky above, yellowish beneath ; irides brown in nudes, 
didl yellow in females ; legs dingy pale yellowish (Jerclon), J rides 
pale yellow to golden in both sexes (I/'trme). 

Length of male about 26 ; tail 6*5 ; VAiJig 13-5 ; tarsms 5*6 ; hill 
from gape 2*5. Bemales are larger in general : wing 14 to 14*7o. 

Distribution. The country between the base of the Himalayas 
and the Gauges liiver, together with the ])lain of Assam. Hare 
stragglers have occurred w’est of the Ganges as far as the Jumna, 
but not farther w est. This Bustard is most common in the grass 
of the Terai. 

Habits y Very similar to those of S, mirita, but the larger 

Tdorican is resident in the high grass of the Gangetic plain (not, 
howwer, in thick cover), and does not migrate; it has also a slow’er 
and heavier flight. The cocks have the same habit of jumping up 
above the grass in the breeding-season, June and July. According 
to Hodgson, these birds do not pair, and the female lays two eggs 
beside a tuft of grass in deep cover, w ithout any nest. The only 
egg of which the measurements are recorded w^as 2-6 by 1*76, 
dull pale green stone-colour, sparingly streaked and blotched with 
dull browo* This Florican is one of the most delicious game- 
birds of India. 



Order XVII. LIMICOLiE. 

The bulk of the present order consists of the Plovers and Snipes 
with their allies ; with these are united the Stone-Curlews, 
Coursers, Pratincoles, and Ja^anas, besides two Neotropical and 
Antarctic families (Chionididcp firuX Thinocorid(v) not represented in 
India. The birds named form a fairly natural group, having 
distinct relations on one side with the (xulls, and l)eing connected 
on the other by the Plovers with Pterocles and the Pigeons, and 
through (Udicnemm with the Bustards. 

In the fAiiiicohp, the bill varies greatly, but is generally slender, 
and the nostril is situated in a groove or depression at the side ot 
the bill. The tibia, with but few exceptions, is naked for some 
distance above the tibio-tarsal joint. Tlu^ wings as a rule are 
long, and most of the birds are strong flyers; many are migratory. 
^J'ho spinal feather-tract is forked on the upper back except in 
(Edicnemida^^ and the dorsal naked tract or apta'ium is W(ill 
developed anteriorly. An aftershaft is always present, but varies 
in size. There are eleven primary quills ; the lifth secondary is 
M anting. There is a tufted oil-gland, , and cxca are always 
present. 

The palate is schizognathous *, and the vomer well developed, 
pointed in front ; basipter3"goid processes vary. The furcula is 
U-shaped, strong, and complete. The sternum has usually two 
notches on each side of the posterior border, but there are several 



♦ The ukull of Charadrius pluviali$, the Golden Plover, is figured, Vol. Ill, 
p. vii. 
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exceptions with only one pair of incisions. Two carotids are 
always present. 

The eggs vary, but are in general pale brown or olive, and 
double-spotted. The young are hatched covered with down and 
able to run. 

Indian families of Limicohv ar( thus distinguished. 


a. Ilolorhinal ; nostrils pervious OEdicnemidae, p. 203. 

h. Schizorhinal 

Nostrils impervious Glareolidae, p. 209. 

b\ Nostrils pervious. 

a". No basipterygoid processes Dromadidas, p. 207. 

/>". Basipterygoid processes present. 

Toes and claws eiiormoiislv long . . Parridae, p. 207. 

\ Toes and claws moderate Charadriidae, p. 220. 


Family (EDICNEMID.F:. 

Holorhinal ; nostrils pervious ; no basipterygoid processes. 
Cervical vertebra) 1(). No bind toe, the three anterior toes united 
by a membrane at the base ; tarsus long, reticulated all round. 
Spinal feather-tract not forked on the upper back. Eyes very 
large, the birds being, to a considerable extent, nocturnal. They 
build no nest and lay on the ground two eggs, stone-coloured and 
double-spotted. The nestling is covered with down of a sandy 
colour with two black lines down the back. 

The Storie-Ciu'lews or ^Stone- Plovers have a great resemblance 
to Bustards, and are associated with them by some naturalists. 
They are, however, far more nearly allied to the Plovers. Two 
genera occur in India. 

Keg to the Genera. 

a. Bill not longer than head, and not compressed. O.^dionkmus, p. 203. 

b. Bill much lunger than head and compressed . . Esacus, p. 205. 

Genus (EDICNEMUS, Temm., 1815. 

Bill shorter than the head, stout, straight, broader at the base 
than high ; nostrils elongate, in a shallow groove-like depression ; 
eyes very large ; forehead high ; wing long, pointed, 2nd primary 


* Pluvianus is an exception, but it is not Indian. The figures on the opposite 
page are intended to show the difference between holorhinal and schizoriiiiial 
structure. In the former the external hinder border of the osseous nares is 
simple and usually rounded ; in the latter the orifice is prolonged posteriorly, 
and terminates in a narrow fissure between the processes of the nasal bones. 
This toure varies in length and direction in different birds. 
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as a rule longest ; tail of 12 feathers, of moderate length, slightly 
rounded; only 3 toes; nail of middle toe broad, dilated on the 
inner side. 

This genus contains eight species found nearly throughout the 
temperate and tropical regions of the Old World and in Central 
and South America. A single species is Indian. 

1418. (Edicnemus scolopax. The Stone-Curlew, 

Chnnidriiis (xHlicnemiis, SifHt. Nat. i, p. 2*')r) (I7()6). 

('havadrius scolopax, S. O. Cmel. Ueia. liussl. iii, p. 87, pi. 1<» 
(1774). 

(Kdiciienins crepitans. Temm. Man. <VOrri. p. 022 (1815); Blyth^ 
Cat. p. 200 : B. I. iii, ]). t>54 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B. xxxviii, 

pt. 2, p. 100; id. Ibis, 1870, p. 470; lluuie^ B. 1\ i, p. 2^12; 
Adam., ibid. p. oOo; Bailer., S. F. iv, p. 14. 

(Etlicnernus indiciis, Salvadori, Afti Bov. IfaJ. Se. Nat. viii, p. ^380 
(1805); Hume, N. Sc E. p. 581 ; SfoUezka, J. A. B. B. xli, pt. 2, 
p, 2.51 ; Ball, B. F. vii, p. 227. 

(Kdienemus scolopax, Drabser, Birds Eww'n, p. 401, pi. 512 ; Hume 
be Dav. B. F. vi, p. 4.58; Ifume, Cat. no. 850; iJoh/, B. F. viii, 
p. J171 ; Lv(jye. Birds Ceyl. p. 009 ; Vidal, B. F. ix, ]> 82 ; Butler, 
ibid. p. 427 ; Beid, S. F. x, p. 07 ; Davison, ibid. ]). 41. ‘3 ; Oatn.s, 
B. B. ii, p. .‘150 ; Barnes, Birds Bo)n. p, 307 ; Oates in Jltimds 
N. bf F. 2nd ed. iii, p. .‘3;ll. 

(Edicnemus aidicnenius, Bharpe, Cat, B. M, xxiv, p. 4. 

The Bt on e-Bhver, .Terdon ; Kanranak, Barsiri, H. ; Lanihioi P'nlconers ; 
Kharma, lleng. ; Kaledii, Tel. ; Kana mosul, Tam. ; Bastard F'lorican of 
some Anglo-Indians. 

Coloration, Upper parts ashy brown, varying to sandy buff, 
more or less rufescent towards the eilges of the feathers, and witli 
black shaft-stripes that are broadest on the back, narrow on the 
rump and upper tail- coverts ; hind neck often paler than crown ; 
lores and a streak from tlieuce below the eye, with a superciliarv" 
stripe, creamy wdiite ; remainder of sides of head pale brown with 
blackish streaks ; smaller wing-coverts rufous browm, streaked 
blackish, a white or whitish bar across them; median coverts ashy 
brown with whitish ends, blackish fusiform shaft-stripes, and 
brow’n patches near the tips ; larger coverts white, each wdth an 
oblique subterrninal blackish bar ; primary-coverts and quills 
blackish brown, first tw o or three primaries with a wkite patch, 
by far largest on the first, later primaries with their tips and bases 
white, earlier secondaries w hite on basal portion of inner web ; 
tail ashy brown, all the feathers except the middle pair with 
blackish tips, each crossed by a subterminal white bar ; lower 
parts white, fore neck rufous, and, together with the upper breast, 
streaked with dark brown shaft-stripes ; under tail-coverts pale 
rufous. Birds from dry sandy tracts are very pale-coloured. 

The young have the wing-coverts and tail-feathers irregularly 
banded darker. The nestling is clad in dark sandy-grey down 
with a few black strijies, especially tw’o down the back. 
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The Indian bird is on an average smaller than the European^ 
and has generally a white patch on the third primary ; this patch 
is usually wanting in skins from Europe, but neither distinction 
is constant. 

Bill black at the end, yellow at the base ; irides bright yellow, 
orbits duller ; legs and feet yellow. 

Length about 16; tail 4*2o ; wing 8*7 (from 8*25 to 9*t5) ; 
tarsus 3 ; bill from gape 2. 

Distribution. Central and Southern Europe, with North Africa, 
Central and South-western Asia, and throughout India, CeyloJi, 
and Burma in suitable localities ; resident or nearly so. 

Habits., This well-known species is chietiy found on dry 
stony plains, or undulating ground, bare or with scattered bush or 
scrub jungle, not as a rule on hills, rarel}", if ever, in forest. It is 
a wary bird, and in many respects resembles a Bustard in its 
habits, having the same trick of hiding by lying down on the bare 
ground, when it becomes very difficult to detect. It has a 
peculiar long wild Curlew-like cry, and is somewhat nocturnal ; 
its food consists of insects, worms, snails, &c. The flesh is said to 
be excellent. It breeds from February to Augustin India, chiefly 
about April, and lavs generally two, sometimes three eggs, pale 
buff to olive-green in colour, blotched with black, sometimes v\'ith 
purplish clouds and spots. The average size of Indian eggs is 
1*9 by 1*39. There is no nest. 


Genus ESAOUS, Lesson, 1831. 

This genus is distinguiNhed from (Edicnemiw by its very large 
and massive coiiijiressed bill, much longer than tlie head, and 
measuring from the gape nearly twice the length of the middle toe 
without claw. In other respects the two genera are similar, but 
whilst (Edicnemus ia a bird of dry open stony country, Esacm haunts 
the margins of rivers and tlie sea. 

Only two species are known, both found within our area. By 
many ornithologists they are placed in distinct genera, on account of 
the shape of the bill differing ; but as there is no other distinction, 
I agree with Hume (8. F. v, p. 121) in regarding generic separa- 
tion as unnecessary. 

Key to the Species, 

a. Oulmen almost straight ; Gth primary brown, 

basal portion of inner web white E. recuruirostris^ p. 20o. 

b, Culmen curved, convex ; Gth primary white, 

except a brown spot on outer web near tip . , E. magnlrostris^ p. 207. 

1419. Esacus recurvirostris. The Great Stone-Plover. 

CEdicnemiis recurvirostris, Ouv. Pkym An. 2® ed. i, p. 500 (1820). 
Esacus recurvirostris, Lesson^ Traits ^ p. 547 ; Blyth^ Cat. p. 2G0 ; 
Jerdon, B. 1. iii, p. 652; Hume, S. F. i, p. 232; id. A. ^ E. 
p. 679 ; id. S, F, iii, p. 182 ; Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Burm. p. 152 ; 
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Butler^ -S', F. iv, p. 14; v, p. 282; vii, p. 186 ; ix, pp. 290, 427 ; 
Hume ^ I)av. S. F, vi, p. 458; Ball^ S, F, vii, p. 227 ; Cripps^ 
ihid. p. 801; Hume^ Cat. no. 868; Legge, Btrda Ceyl. p. 074; 
Beid, S. F. x, p. 07; Davidson^ ihid. p, 319; OateSy B. B. ii, 
p. 357 ; Barries, Birds Bom. p. 336 ; Salvadori, Ann. Mm. Civ. 
Gen. (2) iv, p. 46; Hume, S. xi, p. 316; Oates in Hume's 
N. Sr F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 335; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 20. 

Oirvanaca p^risea, Hodpson, J. A. S. B. v, p. 776 (183()). 

Barra harwanak, II. ; Ahi of Falconers ; Gang titai (Ganges lapwing), 
Bengal ; Mien-zain, Burmese. 

Coloration. Uppe^r plumage light ashy brown with darker shaft- 
lines ; supercilia, orbits, forehead, lores, and a stripe on each side 
from them to the throat white; above the white supercilium is 
a blackish stripe joined by a dark line running in front of the orbit 
and then beneath it to a broad black band including the ear-coverts ; 
a dark stripe from below the gape; ; smaller wing-coverts like the 
back, this colour limited by a blackish-brown band, followed by a 
narrow whitish one ; median and greater coverts pearly grey ; 





1^'ig. 45. — Head ut E. rcvnrvu'ostris. i-. 

primary-coverts blackish brown ; edge of vving white ; quills chiefly 
blackish, the first three primaries crossed more or less completely 
by a white band, 61h primary with basal half of inner web white ; 
later primaries wdiite at base and tip ; tail-feathers like back, 
all except middle pair blackish near the tip with a subterminal 
wkite band ; lower parts vi bite ; fore nock and upper breast 
tinged isabelline ; under tail-coverts tinged rufous. 

Base of bill and nostrils vellow, remainder of bill black ; irides 
yellow ; legs plumbeous white {Oates ) ; legs and feet pale yellowish 
green (Legge). 

Length 20 ; tail 4*5 ; wing 1 0*5 ; tarsus 3*25 ; bill from gape 3*4. 

Distribution, Plains of India, Ceylon, and Burm^, on the banks 
of the larger rivers : resident. Found in 8iiid and the Punjab, 
but not known farther west. 

Ifahits, This bird is usually solitary or in pairs, and is 
seldom seen, in India or Burma, away from the sandy, stony, or 
rocky banks of rivers. In Ceylon, according to Legge, it frequently 
Imunts the sea-shore. It feeds on Crustacea, mollusks, and occa- 
sionally insects. It is partially nocturnal, and has a loud harsh 
croaking note. It lays tw o eggs between February and May in 
river-beds, on the sand or amongst stones ; the eggs are stone- 
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coloured, with dark blotches and secondary purplish markings, and 
measure about 2*15 by 1*0. 

1420. Esacns magnirostris. Ihe Amtmllayi Stone-Flo'ver, 

(b]dicnemus niagnirostria, Geoff'r,^ VieilL Nouv. Diet, iVJIist. Nat. 
xxiii, ]>. 231 (1818) ; Seehohm^ CJtaradr. p. 89. 

Esacufi inngnirostri.s, Geyi. B. iii, p. 535 ; B. F, ii, 

p. 290; iv, p. 293 ; v, p. 121 ; id, N. F. p. 581 ; Hume Ikiv. 
S. F. vi, p. 458; Hume, Vat. no. 858 bis; Oates in Humes N. ^ 
F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 334. 

Orthorhanipbus inagniro.stris, >SV//7’. Ucc. Bor /i. ]). 'il\2 ] Sharpe, Cat. 
B. M. XX iv, p. 22. 

This species is nearly allied to E. but is larger, and 

may be at once recogniz(‘d l)y its very differently shaped bill, the 
upper mandible being much higher and the culinen curved and 
convex, not straight. The differences in coloration are that in the 
])resent species the plumage is generally darker, the black bands 
Jit the side ot‘ the head are broader, and the while narrower than 
in E, recurvirostris, the lores being blackish almost throughout; 
the smaller wing-coverts are much darker brown, the white 
baud succeeding them more distinct, the 0th and later primaries 
almost wholly white, except a few patches of ])rown near the end, 
the secondaries mostly grey ; the (‘hin and throat are white, the 
breast light brownish grey ; the fore neck the same with dark 
streaks; the abdomen uhite, often tinged with rufous, and the 
under tail-coverts rufous buff. 

Bill blackish or greeiiish horny ; base of upper mandible and 
membrane covering the nostrils greenish yellow ; legs and feet 
yellow (Hume) ; iris pale yellow {J. Gould), 

Length 22-5 ; tail 4*5 ; wing 11 ; tarsus 3*25 ; bill from gape 3*5. 

Distrihution, Shores of Australia and the Malay Archipelago to 
Borneo. Bound on the sea-shore of the Andaman Islands and 
Cocos, but not hitherto observed at the Nicobars. Davison saw 
an Esacus in the Mergui Archipelago, but this might perhaps have 
been E, recurvirostris, which has been noticed by Ivegge in Ceylon 
on the shore, though it was more probably the present species. 

Hahks, 4’c. Very similar to those of the preceding species, except 
t-hat this is a bird of the sea-shore. Eggs have been taken on the 
Cocos and Andaman Islands, in March and April ; they resemble 
those of E. recur-virostris, but are larger, measuring 2*6 by 1‘75, 
and are laid on the .sand, a little above high-water mark. 


Family DROMADIDJE- 

Schizorhinal ; nostrils pervious, perforated in the bill itself, 
without any membranous operculum ; no basipterygoid processes ; 
cervical vertebroe 15. 

The nidification is peculiar. A single large white egg is laid in 
a hole dug in the sand. 
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This family consists of a single genus and species inhabiting the 
shores of the Indian Ocean. There has been much discussion, even 
before the peculiar nest and egg were known, as to the affinities of 
this bird ; Blyth, on account chiefly of the immature plumage, 
regarding it as an aberrant Tern, whilst Van der Hoeven, from 
an examination of the skeleton, placed it next to the Oyster- 
catcher ; and A. Milne-Edwards showed that although 

essentially related to the latter genus, JJromas exhibits certain 
resemblances to the Storks. Gadow * includes it in one family 
with Cursorius and Glareolay and this classification is adopted in 
the British Museum Catalogue, though Sharpe t in his own system, 
like Milne-EdvA ards i and Fiirbringer §, makes Dramas the type of 
a peculiar family, a view which is here accepted, on account of the 
conflicting relationships exhibited. 


Genus DROMAS, Paykull, 1805. 

Bill strong, longer than head, compressed, smooth, not grooved ; 
culrnen regularly curved ; angle of lower mandible prominent, 
situated near the base ; nostrils oval, near base of bill, situated 
ill a small depression, not in a groove; wings long, pointed, Ist 
quill longest; fail nearly even; half the tibia bare; tarsi long, 
shielded in front and behind ; toes long, much webbed, especially 
between the 8rd and 4th, middle claw broad, dilated on the inner 
side, and notched or subpectinated. Feathers of iuterscapulary 
tract much lengthened, covering the lower back. 

141*1. Dromas ardeola. The Crah-PIover, 

Dromas ardeola, Paykully K. ISvensk. Vet.~Ak. llmidL xxvi, pp. 182, 
188, pi. 8 (1805) ; Uhjth. Cat. p. 270 ; id. J. A. S. B. xxi, p. .852 ; 
Jerdon^ li. I, iii. p. 058; Pclzeln^ Novara Reise, Voff. p. 124; 
Blyth, Ibifi, 1807, p. 100 ; Beavan, ibid. p. 332; v. d. lloev. Nova 
Acta Acad. C. L. xxxiii, no. 7 ; Bidl, IS. P\ i, p. 85 ; Hume, S. P. 

ii, pp, 59, 293 ; Leyye, A P\ iii, p. 220, iv, p. 240 ; Le Mess, S. F. 

iii, ]). 378; Hume, S. F. iv, pp. 451, 404, 490; Butler, S. v, 
pp. 212,232, 230: vii, p. 180; Hume, Cat. no. 801 ; id. S. F. viii, 
]). 381 ; Parker, S. ix, p 482 ; Ley ye, Birds Ceyl, p. 991 ; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. Ji.‘39 ; Oates in Humes N. ^ E, 2nd ed. 
iii, p. 327 ; Finny, Jour. Bom, N, H. Soc, viii, 1893, p. 820; 
Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 28. 

Coloration, White, except the upper back and elongate inter- 
scapulars, the greater coverts, and the outer webs and ends of the 
inner webs of the primary and secondary quills, which are black ; 
shafts of quills white ; a small speck in front of the eye and another 
behind also black. 

Young birds have the upper parts grey, the back darker and 
brownish, the nape and hind neck streaked with black. After 


* Bronn, Klass. Ordn, Tbier-reicha, vi, pt 4, p. 203. 
t Review of Recent; Attempts to Classify Birds, p. 72. 

J Madagascar, vol. xii, Oiseaui, p. C14. § Untersuchuugen, p. 1228. 
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the back has become black the upper parts often retain a pearly- 
grey tint. 

Bill black; irides deep brown; legs and feet pale glaucous blue 
(Hume), 

Length 16 ; tail 2*8 ; wing 8*25 ; tarsus 3*7 ; bill from gape 
2*75. 



Fig. 4(>. — Head of D, ardeola. 

Distribution. Asiatic and African shores of the Indian Ocean 
west of the Malay Peninsula, including the Persian (xulf and 
lied Sea. Local throughout the shores of India and Ceylon and 
on the islands of the Bay of Bengal, the Laccadives, &c. 

Habits, ^c. The Crab-Plover keeps to the sea-shore or the 
margin of salt lakes, and is found as a rule in small or large 
flocks, sometimes much scattered. It feeds chiefly on crabs. It 
runs actively and flies well, occasionally uttering a low, rather 
musical call. This bird breeds in the Persian Gulf and in Ceylon 
about May, and lays a single egg at the end of a hole in sand near 
the shore. The hole is dug by the bird obliquely in the form of 
a bow curving up towards the end, which is about 4 feet from the 
entrance ; there is no lining. The egg is pure white, much like 
that of a Shearwater, and remarkably large for the size of the 
bird, measuring 2*54 by 1*77. 

Family GLAREOLIDJ5. 

Schizorhinal (with the exception of Pluvianus) ; nostrils im- 
pervious, oval, more or less protected by membrane, situated in a 
basal depression, not a groove : no basi pterygoid processes ; cervical 
vertebrae 15 ; middle toe pectinated ; tarsus transversely shielded 
in front and behind. 

Eggs coloured much like those of Plovers, buff or stone-coloured, 
spotted and blotched with black or brown, but more roundly oval 
in shape and less pointed at the smaller end. 

This family, which is confined to the Eastern hemisphere, com- 
prises the Coursers and Pratincoles, which form subfamilies thus 
distinguished : — 

a. No hind toe ; tarsus long, about ^ wing . . CursoriincB, p. 210. 

b, A hind toe ; tarsus moderate, about ^ wing. GlareoUnoe, p. 21L 
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Siibfomily CURSORIIN/E. 

Key to the Genera, 

a. Bill Hlijrlitly ciirvod : hreast without bands , . Cunsonirs, p. 210. 

b. Bill straight : breast transversely banded .... Iviiinoptilus, p. 212. 

Genus CXJRSOEIUS, I.*athain, 1790. 

The Coursers or, as Jerdon calls them, the Courier Plovers, are 
birds about the size ot a Lapwing, and, like the Stone-Curlews, 
show certain resemblances to Bustards both in structure and 
distribution. The genus occurs sparingly in Sontberii Europe, it 
is found throiigliout Atrica, and all over South-western Asia with 
the Indian Peninsula and Ceylon, but not farther east. Of fire 
known species two occur in India. 

The bill in Cnrsonn^ is moderately long, slender, and slightly 
arched. The wiijgs are pointed, the Ist and 2nd quills subequal, 
the Ist generally the longer. Tail short, nearly even. Tarsus 
and bare tibia slender and shielded in front and behind ; no 
hind toe, anterior toes short, middle toe much longer than the 
others, and its claw expanded oil the inner side and slightly 
pectinated. 

Key to the Species, 

а. Crown chestnut throughout C. vorornondelic'iiSy p. 210. 

б. Crown rulbiis in front, ashy grey behind. . C. yallicus, p. 211. 

1422. Cursorins coromandelicus. The Indian Courser, 

Charadrius coromandelicus, Gm. Syst, Kat. i, p. 692 (1788). 

Cursorins coromandelicus, Myth, Vat, p. 269; Jerdon^ B. 1, iii, 
p. 626; Hayes- Lloyd j Ibisy 1873, p. 416; Adam, S. F, i, p. 393 ; 
Janif^Sy ibid. p. 421 ; Barkery 8. l\ iii, p. 267 ; Buthry S. F. iv, 
p. 10; V, pp. 232,327 ; ix, p.426; Ball, S, F, vii, p. 226; Hume, 
Cat. no. 840; Leyge, Birds Ceyl. p. 977 ; Vidal, S. F. ix, p. 77 ; 
Beal, S. F. X, p. 64 ; Jlnme, ibid. j). 412 ; Barnes, BMs Bom. 
p. 324 ; id. Jour. Bom. N. II. Soo. i. p. 67 ; vi, p. 16, fig. 840 ; 
Sechohm, Charadr, p. 241 ; Oates in itumVs K. J^,*2nd ed. iii, 
p. 323 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 39. 

The Indian Courier Blovei', Jerdon; Kvkri, IL; Yerra chitawa, 
Dura way i, Tel. 

Coloration. Crown chestnut, darker behind, the long occipital 
feathers concealing a black nuchal spot; long white supercilia 
meeting at the nape, bordered below* by a black band that includes 
lores, orbits, and ear-coverts, and also extends round the nape ; 
behind the black there is a rufous collar; upper plumage sandy 
brown ; primary-coverts, prijiiaries, and secondaries black, secon- 
daries grey towards the ends, with white tips, passing gradually 
into the colour of the tertiaries and back ; upper tail-coverts 
white; middle tail-feathers like the back, the others greyish 



OURSORIVS. 


211 


brown at the base, then black and tipped white, the white tips 
increasing on the outer feathers till the outermost pair are w^hite 
throughout ; chin white ; throat passing into the rufous of the 
neck and breast, which deepens gradually into chestnut on the 



Fig. 47. --Head t)f 6’. coronuindellcus. g. 

lower breast and into a black patch on the upper abdomen ; sides 
ot‘ breast and axillaries coloured like back ; lower abdomen with 
flanks and lower taiJ-coverts white. 

Young birds are bull above, irregularly barred with black, 
having a pale siipercilium ; quills black ; breast dull rufous with 
blac^k markings ; chin and abdomen white. 

Bill black ; irides dark brown ; tarsus creamy w^bite (Jerdon). 
The legs and feet, have an enamelled or china- wdiite aspect . 

Length J) ; tail 2*25 ; wing 0 ; tarsus 2*1 ; bill from gape 1*1. 

Distydhution, The Indian Peninsula from the base of the Hima- 
layas, also the extreme north of Cejlon, on open dry plains away 
from forest. Bare on the Malabar coast and in Lower Bengal, 
and replaced in most parts of Cutcb and Sind, and in the north- 
west Punjab by the next species. 

Habits^ Sfc. This bird is generally seen running about quickly, 
singly or in small parties, on open sandy or stony ground ; its 
movements being much like those of the Stone- Curlew or of 
Bustards, and it lives on insects. It breeds from March to July, 
and lays, on the bare ground, usually two, eometimes three eggs, 
broadly oval, stone-coloured, thickly spotted and blotched with 
black, and measuring about 1*19 by *97. 

1423. Cursorius gallicus. The Cream-coloured Courser. 

Charadrius gallicus, Gm. Syst. Nat. i, p. 092 (1788). 

Cursorius gallicus, Jerdon, B. 1. iii, p. 874 ; Blyth, Ilm, 1807, 
p. 103 ; Hume, Ibis^ 1808, p. 2f39 ; id. S. F. i, p. 228 ; Adam^ihid . 
p. 393; Butler, S. F. iv, p. 11 ; v, p. 232; Hume, Cat. no. 840 
bis : Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 324 ; id. Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. vi, 
p. 10; Seebohm, Charadr. p. 235; St. John, Ibis, 1889, p. 175; 
Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 325 ; Sharpe^ Cat. B. M. 
xxiv, p. 34. 

Cursorius jamesoni, Jerdon^ B. I. iii, p. 875 ; StoUczka^ J. A. S. B. 
xli, pt. 2, p. 250. 

The European Courier Plover, Jerdon. 

Cohraiion, Crowm light rufous, in front ashy grey on the 

p2" 
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occiput, the grey feathers partly concealing a nuchal black patch ; 
white supercilia, meeting behind the nape, and bordered throughout 
beneath by a black band running from one eye to the other; lores 
and chin creamy white, sides of face biifp ; upper parts generally 
rufous bull ; primary-coverts and primaries black, secondaries 
blackish on the inner webs, tipped with white and bordered 
externally with rufous buff, which gradually grows broader on the 
inner feathers ; tail-feathers like back, all, except the median 
pair (which have sometimes a subterminal black spot), with a sub- 
terminal black band and white tip ; lower parts buff, paler and 
less rufous than the back ; lower abdomen and under tail-coverts 
white ; wing-lining and axillaries black. 

Young birds sandy, with many black bands throughout, paler 
below. 

Bill black ; legs yellowish white {Jerdon), Iris umber-brown 
(v, Ileuf/Un). 

Length 10; tail 2*5; wing 6*5; tarsus 2*25; bill from gape 

1*4. 

Distribution. Dry barren tracts of Southern Europe, Northern 
Africa, and South-western Asia, as far east as Baluchistan, 
Afghanistan, and North-western India. This species is found 
in the Punjab, Hind, Kajputana as far east as Ajmir, Jodhpur, 
and Erinpura, and in Cuteh. 

Habits^ 4"^*. Very similar to those of C. coromandelicus. The 
eggs resemble those of G. coromandeliciis in number and size, but 
are much paler, light stone-coloured, thickly, rather finely spotted 
with brown and pale lilac. It is doubtful whether this bird breeds 
in India, there being evidently some mistake about the eggs found 
near JSirsa, and formerly attributed to this species by Hume. 


Genus RHINOPTILUS, Strickland, 1850. 

This is almost entirely an Ethiopian genus, no less than seven 
species being known from Tropical and Southern Africa, whilst a 
solitary species, of great rarity, is peculiar to a small portion of 
the Indian Peninsula. Prom Cursorius the present form is only 
distinguished by having the bill shorter than the head, straight, 
and somewhat broader at the base, a rounder wing, with the 2nd 
and 3rd primaries longest, and a band across the breast; the 
differences being scarcely of generic value. The eyes are large, 
and the bird may perhaps have crepuscular habits. 

1424, Rhinoptilus bitorquatus. JerdorCs Courser, 

Macrotarsius bitorquatus, Jet'dAm^ Blvth, J, A. S. B» xvii, pt. 1, 
p. 254 (1848) ; id Cat. p. 260. 

Rhinoptilus bitorquatus, Strickland, P, Z. S. 1850, p, 220 ; Jerdon, 
B. L iii, p. 628 ; Blanford, Ibin, 1867, p. 462; tdf. J. A. S. B. 
xxxviii, pt. 2, p. 190 ; Hume, Cat no. 841 ; Sharpe, Cat B. M, 
xxiv, p. 60, 
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Ciirsorius bitor(juatu8, Seebohm, Ibw^ 188G, p. 119 ; id, Cliaradr, 

p. 247, pi. xiiu 

The Double-handed Plover, Jerdon ; Adava-xmta-titti, Tel. 

Coloration, Crown dark brown, with a buff median band; fore- 
head, lores, and long broad supercilia, passing eoinplefely round 
the nape, white ; a brown band streaked with black beneath the 
eye, extending over the ear-coverts ; upper parts brown ; wing- 
coverts slightly paler ; acro.ss th(3 wing is a broad white band 
formed of the outer median and the greater coverts ; primary- 
coverts, primaries, and most of the secondaries black, a broad 
white band crossing obliquely the first two primaries near the 
end, a large white spot on the 3rd primary and a small round spot 
on the 4ih ; inner webs of secojidaries chiefly wliite, {jind white 
edgings to t4io outer webs of the brown tertiaries ; upper tail- 
coverts white ; tail blackish brown, the feathers white at the base 
and with white spots at the tips, the amount of white increasing 
on the outer feathers ; chin and throat huffy white, passing on 
the fore neck into pale chestnut, followed by two narrow white 
bands, both dark-edged behind, the posterior in front also ; the 
two divided by a much broader brown gorget ; remainder of lower 
parts creamy white. 

Bill blackish at the tips of both mandibles, pale yellow at the 
base and as far as the nostrils ; gape yellow ; iris umber-brown ; 
legs pale yellowish white with a fieshy tinge, soles fl(\sh-coloured, 
nails horny. 

Length 10*25 ; tail 2*5; wing 6*5; tarsus 2*7 ; bill from gape 
] *05. 

Distrihution, Forest country from the (xoduvaii valley to the 
neighbourhood of Madras. Jerdon discovered this species near 
Nellore and Cuddapali, and I met with it close to Sironcha on the 
Godavari and again near Bhadrachalam, where how* ever it was 
very far from common. This bird must have a very restricted 
range, as no other observer is known to have met with it. Neither 
Jerdon nor Ball saw it in Bastar. 

Habits, ^c, I first saw three birds together in IMay 1867 ; 
afterwEi'ds, in March 1871, I twice found pairs, and 1 succeeded 
in each case in shooting one, a male. The birds did not appear 
on dissection to be breeding. They were in thin forest or 
high scrub, never in open ground, and I nev^er saw* any on hills. 
Their appearance on the ground is Courser-like, but the flight 
is more rapid, more like that of Sarciophorus. »lerdon states 
that this bird occasionally utters a plaintive cry. The eggs are 
unknown. 
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Subfamily GLAREOLINJ^. 

Genus GLAEEOLA, Brisson, 17<i0. 

This genus consists of a well-marked group of birds, commonly 
known as Pratincoles, but called Swallow- Plovers by Jerdon. 
The latter name is appropriate, for thi^ species resemble Swallows 
both in some details of strucrture and in liight. They keep much 
to river-beds and the borders of tanks and baclcwaters, they feed ou 
insects, aiid lay from 2 to 4 eggs in a small hollow in the sand, 
without, as a rule, any lining. They possess to a remarkable 
extent the habit, common to many Plovers, of ft'igning inability to 
fly in order to distract the attention of men, and probably of 
animals, from their eggs and young, a favourite ruse vyitli Glareola 
being to lie prone on the ground wdth wings extended. 

In this genus the bill is short, broad, and rather high at the 
base ; the culmen much arched and the gape wide ; tlie nostril is 
in a depression at the base of the bill ; wings long and narrow, 
generally when closed extending some distance beyond the tail ; 
1st primary longest; tarsus short, scutulate before and behind; 
hind toe w’ell developed, raised above the anterior toes at the 
base; lateral toes short, the outer and middle toe united by a 
short w^eb; claws long, that of the middle too distinctly pectinated 
on the inner margin. 

ISTine species of are known, inhabiting the greater part of 

the Eastern hemisphere: of these tiiree occur in India, two of 
which belong to the typical section of the genus with forked tails : 
the third, with the tail almost even, is by many placed with five 
other species in a distinct genus, Galactochryh’ea. 

Key to the Speciea, 

a. Tail deeply forked ; wing 7- 8 inches. 


a. Outer tail-teathers exceed median pair by 

inches O. orirntaliH, p. 214. 

b'. Outer tail-feathers exceed median pair by 

lv5-2*5 inches G. pratmcola^ p. 210. 

h. Tail nearly even ; wing under 6 inches .... 6r. lactm^ p. 210. 


1425. Glareola orientalis. T^he Large Indian Pratincole or 
Swallow-Plover. 

Glareola orientalis, Leach, Tram, Linn, Soc. xiii, p. 132, pi. xiii 
(1821) ; lUyth, Vat, p. 269; Jerdon, B. i. iii, p. 631 ; Blyth, Ibis, 
1807, ]). 103 ; Ball, J, A, S, B. xli, pt. 2, p. 287 ; Hume, S, P, ii, 
p. 284 ; Field, ibid, p. 406 ; WardL-Uams. Ibis, 1877, p. 409 
Hume <5" Pao, S. I, vi, p. 454 ; Oates, S, F, vii, p. 49 ; Hume,, 
Cat, no. 842 ; Doig, S, F. viii, p. 376 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl, p. 980 ; 
Butler, S. F, ix, p. 426; Davidson, S, F, x, p. 318 ; Oates, B. B. 
ii, p. 361 ; Seehohm, Vharadr, p. 268 ; Barnes, Birds Bom, p. 326 ; 
id, Jom\ Bom, N, H, Soc. vi, p. 17; Oates in Humds A. ^ JGL 
2nd ed, iii, p. 319 ; Sharpe, Cat. B, M. xxiv, p. 58. 

The Large Swallow- Plover, Jerdon. 
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Coloration. Upper plumage brown, with an oliv’e tinge when 
freshly moulted, back of neck slightly rufous ; primaries and 
earlier secondaries blackish, the secondaries gradually passing into 
the brown of the tertiaries ; shaft of 1st primary whitish ; upper 
tail-coverts white ; tail-feathers white at the base, broadly tipped 
with blackish brown, most broadly on the median pair ; lores 
black ; chin and throat pale rufous, surrounded by a narrow black 
band running from above the gape on each side and slightly 
bordered by white inside ; upper breast brown, passing down- 
wards into rufous, which again passes into the white of the 
abdomen and lower tail-coverts ; axillaries and under wing-coverts, 
except near the edge of the wing, chestnut. 

Young birds iji their first plumage have the feathers of the 
upper parts with bhackish ends and biifi* terminal s])()ts, no gorget, 
and the throfft marked with browm longitudinal streaks ; the breast 
dark. The upper j)lLmiage becomes uniform before the gorget 
is assumed. 



Fig. 48. — Head of G. orient alits, 5* 


Bill black ; gape red ; irides dark brown ; feet dusky black 
(Jerdon). 

Length 9*5 ; tail to end of outer feathers T : wing 7*25 ; tarsus 
1*3; bill from gape 1. The outer rectriees are 0*75 to 1*25 
longer than the middle pair. 

Distribution. India, Ceylon, and Burma, locally distributed, 
keeping to the plains, also in the Andamans and Nicobars, through 
China to Eastern Siberia, and through tiie Malay countries and 
Archipelago to ]Vorthern Australia. 

Habits, ^T. This Pratincole is generally found about the sandy 
beds of large rivers, around tanks or open marshes, or on sandy 
plains, as a rule in flocks that rest during the day on the sand, 
and hunt in the air for insects in the mornings and evenings. In 
places this species is migratory, but it has been found breeding in 
Sind, near Calcutta, in Ceylon, and in Pegu. It feeds principally 
on moths, coleoptera, and hemiptera. The breeding-season in 
Pegu and Sind is in April and May, and two or three eggs are 
laid in a small hollow in the sand. The eggs are broad ovals, 
very like those of Cursorius, of a pale stone colour, densely 
blotched and spotted with blackish brown, and measuring about 
1*18 by ‘93. 
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1426. Glareola pratincola. The Collared Pratincole, 

Ilirundo pratincola, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 845 (1766). 

Glaroola pratincola, Blyth., Ibisj 1867, p. 163; Blanf. S. F, iv, 
p. 507 ; Butler j S. F. vii, p. 186 ; ix, p. 425 ; Jlume^ Cat. no. 
842 bis ; Doiyj S. F. viii, p. 375; Vidal., S. F. ix, p. 78 ; Swinhoe, 
Il)i.% 1882, p. 120 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 326; ISeobohm, Charadr, 
p. 256 ; Oates in Hume s N. Sr F. 2iid ed. iii, p. 318; Sharpe, Cat. 
B. M. xxiv, p. 53. 

This species is A'ery similar to G. orienialis, but may be dis- 
tinguished by its longer, more deeply forked tail, the outer 
reet rices exceeding the middle pair as a rule by 2 irudies, and 
scarcely ever by less than li. Generally, too, the tips ot' the 
secondaries are white in the present species, and the throat and 
lower breast are less strongly tinged with rufous. 

Length 9 ; tail to end of outer feathers 4*3 ; wing 7*5 ; tarsus 
T2 ; hill from gape 1. 

J)istrlhatio)i. A migratory bird, occurring in summer in Central 
and Hoiithern Europe, and throughout a large area in Western 
and Central Asia, wintering in Africa. It has been met with 
breeding in Sind, in company with G. orientalis, by Mr. S. Doig, 
and sti’agglers have been recorded from Allahabad, the Deccan, 
and llatnagiri. 

ITahits similar to those of the last species. 

1427. Glareola lactea. The Small Indian Pratincole or 
Sivalloxu-Plover. 

Glareola lactea, Temm. Man. d'Orn. ed. 2^, ii, p. 503 (1820) ; 
Blifth, Cat. p. 259 ; Jerdon, B, 1. iii, p. 632 ; Beavan, Ibis^ 1868, 
p. 388; Godic.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 273 ; Hume, N. 

E. p. 568; id. S. F. iii, p. 179; Blyth S^ Wald. Birds Burm. 
p. 154; Armstrony, S. F. iv, p. 338;' Wardl.-Bams. Ibis, 1877, 

. p. 469 ; Hume l)av. S. F. vi, p. 454 ; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 226 ; 

Cripps, ibid. p. 299 ; Hume, Cat. no. 843 ; Legye, Birds Ceyl. 

p. 984 ; Butler, S. F. ix, p. 425 ; Beid, S. F. x, p. 64 ; Barnes, 

ibid. p. 166 ; Oatcs.^ B. B. ii, p. 363 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 326; 
Hmne Cripps, S. F. xi, p. 312; Seelmhm, Charadr. p. 264; 
Littledale, Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. i, p. 200 ; Oates in Hmne's N. Sr 
Jf. 2nd ed. iii, p. 320 ; Barnes, Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. vi, p. 19, 
tig. 843. 

Galacbrysea lactea, Bonap. C. B. xliii, p. 419. 

Galactochrysea lactea, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 65. 

Coloration. Upper plumage throughout pale sandy grey ; fore- 
head brown, and a band from the eye along the lower edge of the 
lores black ; primary-coverts and primaries blackish, all the pri- 
maries except the first two with part of the inner web white, and 
some of the later primaries with part of the edge of the outer w^eb 
also white ; secondaries white, with blackish -brown ends that 
diminish in breadth on the inner quills ; upper tail-coverts white ; 
tail white at base, blackish towards the end, the black ends much 
longer on the middle rectrices ; the tips, except on the outer pair 
of tail-feathers, pale brown and white ; chin white ; throat, fore 
neck, and upper breast more or less smoky brown, tinged with 
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rufous, passing into white on the lower breast; abdomen and 
under tail-coverts white ; edge of wing whitish ; wing-lining and 
axillaries black. 

Terminal half of bill black, basal half red, changing to yellowish 
brown at the gape ; irides dark brown ; legs, feet, and claws 
black (Oates ) ; legs and feet neutral brown or plumbeous brown 
(Lcgcfe), 

Length d*5 ; tail 2*1 ; wing 5*75; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape *75, 

Oistrihutlon, Itesident in suitable places throughout the plains 
of India, Ceylon, and Tkirnia as far west as the Indus. Found in 
Kashmir, but not observed elsewhere in the Himalayas. Unknown 
outside our area. 

Jlahits^ This Pratincole also is mainly confined to the larger 
rivers, the beds of which it frequents in large flocks. It is the 
commonest Indian species, and has nearly the same habits as 
G. orientalis. It breeds generally in company with Terns, on 
sandbanks in rivers, in the months of March, April, and May. 
The eggs are two to four in number, stone-coloured, pale greenish 
grey or buff, sparingly speckled with brown and pale lilac. They 
differ greatly in colour from those of 6r. orientalis. The average 
measurement is 1*05 by *82. 


Family PAllIlIDiE. 

8chizorliinal ; nostrils pervious, and situated some distance from 
the base of the bill, but nearer to it than to the tip ; basiptery- 
goid processes present; cervical vertebrao 10. A spur or tubercle 
on the carpal joint of the wing. Four toes, all greatly lengthened, 
and with very long and straight claws, that of the hallux or hind 
toe especially long. According to Gadow', despite the long hallux, 
the deep plantar tendons are of the same type as in three-toed 
birds, the two tendons uniting and the united tendon dividing 
into three to supply the three anterior toes, besides sending off a 
short branch to the hallux (Bronn’s Klass. u. Ordn. vi, 4, p. 224). 
The eggs are exceedingly glossy, uniformly olive in l/ydrojphasianusj 
peculiarly marked all over in other genera with a confused tangle 
of black lines. 

The Ja^anas (properly the c is soft and the accent is on the 
last syllable) are a tropical family of marsh birds distinguished by 
their enormously long toes, which enable them to run over the 
floating leaves of water-lilies and similar plants. Two genera are 
Indian. 

Key to the Genera, 

a, A frontal lappet ; primaries not produced 

at the end Mktopjbius, p. 218. 

h, No frontal lappet; ends of Ist and 4th 

primaries produced and attenuated . . Hydbophasiahus, p. 219, 
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Genus METOPIDIUS, Wagler, 1832. 

Head small ; bill moderately long, straight, compressed, culmeii 
curved at the tip ; a lappet at the base ot’ the bill, resting against 
the forehead and rounded behind ; tail short ; wing with a small 
tubercular spur at the bend ; 1st and 2iid quills longest ; middle toe 
without the claw longer than tarsus, hind claw tixcessively long ; 
tarsus transversely shielded b(^fore and behind. 

There is no distinct breeding-plumage, but the garb o^ the 
young differs widely from that of the adult, whicdi ap]>ears to be 
assumed by a moult in the spring when the bird is a year (or 
according to some two years) old. 

A sinj^le Hj)ec*ies. Many naturalists place the African and 
Madagascar *la^*amis in the same gonnsas the Indian, and it is ex- 
tremely questionable whether either the Ethiopian or the South- 
American forms {Parra jacana riwd its allies) are (Uitit led to generic 
separation, their differences being of a trivial character. 

1428. Metopidius indicus. The Bronze-wiiujed Jacana, 

Parra indica, Lath. Ind. Orn. ii, p. 7(>o (17h0) ; JInmr Dor. IS. 1\ 
vi, p. 4()4 ; Bally H. F. vii, p. ; CrippK, ibid. p. 304 ; llunit^ Cat, 
no. 000; Binyhoniy B. F, ix, p. 107 ; Buttery ibid, p, 430: Biddy 
iS. F. X, p. 72 ; iJai'isoUy ibid. p. 415 ; M aeijreyor y ibid. j). 441 ; lluutey 
is. L\ xi, p. 320 ; Barnea^y Birds Bom. p. 3(53 ; id. Jour. Bom. A. 
II. Soc. i, p. 221, vi, p. 133, tig. 900 (eggs, 2 tigs.). 

Metopidius indicus, Blythy Cat. p. 273; Jerdon. B. I. iii, p. 708; 
Blyt.hy Ibis, 1807, p. 170; Haute Oate.'i, S. F. iii, ]i. 183; Blyth 
Wald. Birds Burm. p. 157 ; Butler, S. F. iv, p. 10 ; Armstrony, 
ibid. p. 348 ; Andirson, Yunnan Fcped., A re.^, ]). 083 ; Oates, B. B. 
ii, p. 358 ; id. m Hume's N. E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 350 ; Sharpe^ Cat, 
B. M. xxiv, p. 72. 

Hal-pipiy Jal-pipi, Karat iya, Jleiig. ; Kattoi, Purneah ; Bi, Burmese. 

Coloration. In adults the head, neck, and lower parts to the 
abdomen, including the wing-lining, are black glossed with dark 
green, the lower hind neck with a purple gloss ; superciliary band 



Fig. 49. — Foot of M. indicus. j|. 


commencing above the eye and running back to the nape, with a 
spot beneath the eye, white ; back, scapulars, tertiaries, and wing- 
coverts olive-bronze ; primary-coverts and primary and secondary 
quills black, glossed with dark green; lower back, rump, and 
upper tail-coverts dark chestnut ; tail and under tail-coverts 
brighter chestnut ; lower abdomen and thigh-coverts dull blackish 
brown. 
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Young birds have the crown dull rufous, with a short pale 
supercilium from above the lores ; hind neck black glossed with 
dark green ; back and wings as in adults, but rather paler, and 
the feathers in very young birds fringed with rufous ; lower back 
and rump dull rufous barred with dus% ; tail concentrically barred 
with black and buff; sides of face, chin, throat, breast, abdomen, 
and lower tail-coverts white ; sides of neck, lower neck, and upper 
breast dull rufous ; ear-coverts grey. 

Bill greenish yellow, tinged with red at the base, and the frontal 
lappet livid ; irides brown ; legs dull green (Jerdon). 

Length of male 11 ; tail 1*75; wiug6*2»5 ; tarsus 2*6 ; bill from 
gape 1-2. Length of female 12 ; tail 1*85 ; wing 7 ; tarsus 2*7. 

Distribution. The greater part of the Indian Peninsula and etist 
through Assam, Sylhet, Manipur, and Burma to the Malay 
Peninsula, Siam, Sumatra, Java, and Celebes. This Jar^ana is 
wanting in Ceylon, though recorded from Tra\ ancore ; it is rare 
in the North-West Provinces, not known to occur in Kashmir, the 
Punjab, Sind, or Western Kajputana, and chielly found in tlu^ 
damper parts of India, wP.ere there are permanent marshes or 
tanks overgrown with floating leaves of w’ater-plants. 

JIabIts, (f-r. A familiar bird, often seen on jionds close to liouses, 
hiding amongst the weeds, or running actively over the leaves of 
W'ater-lilies or Singhara, and feeding on insects, Crustacea, and, 
according to Jerdon, largely on vegetable matter, seeds, roots, &c. 
The cry is peculiar and harsh. This species breeds from June to 
September, and lays, as a rule, four eggs in a nest of weeds, 
roughly put together, placed on floating leaves or amongst rushes. 
The eggs are very glossy, buff* or olive, marked with numerous 
black or dark brown lines, irregularly distributed in a confused 
netw'ork, and the average measurement is 1*47 by l*0Jk 


Genus HYDROPHASIANUS, Wagler, 18 e 32 . 

This is distinguished by having a slenderer bill than Metopidius, 
no lappet, and a shorter hind claw, and also by the Ist and 4th 
primaries being produced at the end, the flrst into a filamentous 
lanceolate appendage about an inch long, the 4th into an attenuated 
point. There is a strong sharp spur on the wing at the bend. 
An important character of this genus is that the breeding-plumage 
is quite distinct from that worn at other seasons, and that, in the 
nuptial garb, which is assumed by a change of colour in the 
feathers without any moult, the tail-feathers are greatly elongated. 
Sexes alike in plumage at all times, but the female larger than the 
male. 

A single species. 

1429. Hydrophasiantis chimrgus. T?ie Pheasmt-tailed Jacana. 

Trin/^a chirurgiis, Scop. Del. Flor. et Faun, Insub. ii, p. 92 (1786). 

Parra luzoniensis et P. sinensis, Gm. Sgat. Nat. i, p. 799 (1788). 
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Hydrophasionus fiinensis, Gray, Gen. B, iii, p. 689; Blyth, Ibis^ 
1807, p. 170 ; StoUczka, J. A. B. B, xli, p. 264 ; Hume ^ llenders. 
Lah. to Yark, p. 290; Blyth ^ Wald, Birds Burm, p. 157, 
llydroplmsiauus chirurfcus, Blyth, Cat. p. 273; Jerdon, B, I. iii, 
p. 709 ; Hume, B. F. i, p. 249 ; Adam, ibid, p. 31)7 ; Hayes Lloyd, 
Ihis, 1873, p. 418; Butler, S. F. iv, p. 20; ix, p. 431; Hume 
Ikw. B. F. vi, p. 404; Hume, S. F. vii, pp. 97, 489; Ball, ibid. 
p. 229 ; Cripps, ibid. p. 304 ; Leyye, Birds Ceyl. p. 9] 4 ; Hume, Cat. 
no. 901 ; Vidal, B. F. ix, p. 80 ; Beid, B. F. x, p. 72 ; Bcully, Ibis, 
1881, p. 590; Davidson, B. F. x, p. 321 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. 
p. 304; id. Jour, Bom. N. H. Bor. vi, p. 134, lif^. 901 (egg*) ; 
Oates, B. Ji. ii, p. 3(10 ; id. in Hume's N. E. 2n(l ed. iii, p. 358 ; 
C. H. T. Marshall, Ibis, 1884, p. 424; Barker, Ibis, 188(i, p. 188 ; 
Hume, B. F. xi, p. 320 ; Bharpe, Yark. Miss,^ Ares, p. 1.36. 
Hydrophasis chirurgus, Bharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 09. 

Biho, Pihuya, II., also Surdal or Bukdal, Miwa, Dal-kukra, Bhepi, 
Jal-marrjor, Chiitra-Billai, Bengal and Beliar ; Balal Baaru, Fewiya, 
Ceylon. 

Coloration. In winter plumage the crown, hijid neck, back, 
scapulars, tcrtiaries, rump, upper tail-coverts, and middle tail- 
feathers are brown, slightly mixed with white on the forehead and 
hind neck ; lores and supercilia white ; from the hinder extremity 
ot (‘ach supercilinm a pale brownish-yellow band runs down the 
side of the neck, bordered by a blackish band from the gape, in- 
cluding the orbit and ear-coverts, and expanding into a broad 
black gorget across the breast ; rest of lower parts and outer tail- 
feathers white; wing-coverts white, except the inner, median, and 
greater coverts, wdiich are whity-brown l)arred wdth dark brown ; 
1st primary black, 2iid black with part of the inner web near the 
base white, the white increasing and black diminishing on the 
inner primaries uutil only the tips and edges near the tips remain 
dark ; secondaries white. 

In the breeding season the head, throat, and fore neck are 
white ; a patch on the occiput black ; back of neck pale shining 
golden-yellow, bordered on each side by a black line ; back, sca- 
pulars, tertiaries, sides of breast, and lower parts from neck choco- 
late-brown, blackish beneath, passing into black on the rump and 
upper tail-coverts ; tail black ; wing-coverts white, primary- 
coverts tipped with black, quills as in winter ; under wing-coverts 
and axillaries white. 

Young birds resemble adults in winter plumage, except that the 
crown is dull rufous and the feathers of the upper parts have 
rufous edges ; there is no yellow at the side of the neck, but the 
dark band remains ; the gorget, however, is replaced by brown 
spots and bars. 

The nestling is clad in black clown, with three bright brown 
streaks, one down the head and back and one down each side 
(Barker). 

Bill in summer bluish ; iris brown ; legs and feet pale plum- 
beous : in winter, bill dark brown, basal half of lower mandible 
bright yellow ; iris pale yellow ; legs dull greenish (Oates). 
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Length of male in winter plumage 12; tail 3*75; wing, in- 
cluding appendage to the let primary, 7‘8 ; tarsus 2 ; bill from 
gape 1*3: in summer, length 18, tail 10. Females are larger: 
length in breeding-plumage 21 ; tail 12 ; wing 9. 

Distribution, Resident throughout India, Ceylon, and Burma, 
wherever suitable pieces of water with floating yflants occur ; 
common on the lakes in Kashmir, and straggling individuals have 
been recorded from Gilgit and Pangi in the int erior of the Hima- 
layas, This bird is not found west of India, but ranges to the 
eastward as far as South China, the Philippines, and Java. 

Habits, Very similar t o those of the last species, but this Ja(*ana 
keeps much to larger and more open pieces of water, and hides 
less. Its cry resembles the mewing of a oat or kitten. It lays 
four eggs in a nest precisely similar to that of Metopidius, but the 
eggs are very different in shape and colour, being pegtop-like, 
short and broad, hemispherical at one end, conical at the other, 
exceedingly glossy, and deep rufous bro\^ n to greenish bronze in 
colour, without spots. They measure about 1*46 by 1*12. 


Family CHARADRIIDJ]:. 

Schizorhinal ; nostrils pervious ; basipterygoid processes present. 
Cervical vertebrae 15. Hind toe short or wanting. Eggs large for 
the size of the bird, always four in number and pegtop-shaped, 
with one end rounded, the other conical ; this enables the four eggs 
to lie with the pointed ends together in comparatively small space. 
The eggs are laid in a small hollow in the ground, sometimes 
slightly lined with grass, more often not. 

The Plovers, Sandpipers, and Snipes are so nearly allied that 
they must all be united into one family. There are clearly several 
subfamilies, and the arrangement here proposed adds to the number 
of attempts that have been made to arrange the group. 

a. Bill moderate, not longer than head ; 
nasal groove not extending more 
than half the length of the upper 
mandible ; tarsus reticulated behind 

and frequently in front also 

h. Bill very long; tarsus reticulated 

throughout 

c. Bill variable ; nasal groove extending 
along greater part of upper man- 
dible ; tarsus shielded in front. 

a'. Eyes not placed far back ; a dis- 
tinct summer and winter plumage 
Eyes placed far back ; no distinct 
summer and winter plumage , , 


Charadriinos, p. 222. 
HmmatopodirKx^ p. 245, 

Totanincp, p. 250. 
Scolopacince^ p. 283. 
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Subfamily CHARADRIIN^. 

The present subfamily consists of Plovers and Lapwings, the 
only genus about which any doubt can arise being Strepsilas, the 
Turnstone, which has a differeritly shaped bill, though it resembles 
Plovers otherwise in structure. Plovers have the bill of moderate 
length, rarely exceeding the head, the dertrurn or terminal por- 
tion of the upper mandible is distinctly swollen, and the culmen 
convex tov\ ard8 the end. There is a considerable resemblance in 
form between a Plover s bill and a Pigeon's. The tarsus is always 
reticulated behind, but in front it is sometimes reticulated, some- 
times transversely shielded. 

The Plovers are birds of meadows and grassy or sandy tracts, 
rather than marsh birds. They are often found at the edge of 
water, but not as a rule actually in swamps. 


Kep to the Genera. 

a. Bill conical, culiiKm thittencd, no swelling 


near tip Sthkpsilas, p. 222. 

b. TI])p(‘r mandible swollen near tip. 
a. A wattle in front of the eye. 
o". A small hind toe. 

Tarsus reticulated in front SAacoGUAMMrs, p. 224. 

Tarsus transversely shielded in 

front " ]MTcnosAnroi>s, p. 228. 

h". No hind toe SAunonionus, p. 226. 

h\ No wattle. 

c". A sharp spur at hend of wing IIoPi.orTKUUS, p. 229. 

d". No spur, 
c''. A hind toe. 

a\ Head with a long crest Vanki.lus, p. 260. 

/>*. No cre.st. 

r/’. 2nd or 6rd primary longest . . Ciikttvsia, p. 261. 

h\ 1st primary longest Squatarola, p. 265. 

(P. No hind toe. 

Cb Plumage spotted with yellow 

above^ T CHARADinus, p. 233. 

dK Plumage brown above, not 

spotted .^GiALiTis, p. 236. 


Genus STREPSILAS, 111 iger, 1811. 

^ Bill conical, pointed, the culmen flattened and straight ; nostrils 
linear, in a groove that extends nearly halfway down ihe bill ; 
wings long, pointed, 1st primary longest; tarsus short, trans- 
versely shielded in front, reticulated behind ; hind toe well 
developed ; toes not connected by web. 

Generally distributed. Tw^o species are known ; of these one is 
Indian. The name Arenarla of Brisson is used for the genus by 
some naturalists, but not by the majority, who reject this term for 
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the same reason as that already assigned for the disuse of Mkrojms 
as the generic riaine of the Common Swift : Aremria^ like 
Micropus^ being a well-known Linnean genus of plants. 

1430. Strepsilas interpres. The Turnstone, 

Tringa interpres, Lmn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 248 (1700). 

Strepsilas interpres, Illiyer, l*rodr. p. 203; Blyih^ Cat. p. 271; 
Jerdon, B, 1. iii, p. 0/>() ; Adam., S. F. ii, p. 338 ; Le Mess. S. F. 
iii, p. 380; Blyth., Birds Bunn. p. ]r)4 ; Hwne, S. F. iv, p. 464 ; 
Leyye, Birds Ceyl. p. 000 ; llnm.r, Cat. no. 800 ; Vidal ^ S. F. ix, 
p. 82 ; Butler^ ibid. p. 427 ; Barker^ ibid. p. 482 ; Oates^ B. B. ii, 
p. 370; Iteid., S. F. x, p. 432 ; Barnes j Birds Bom. p. 338 ; Sharpe., 
Yark. Miss., Ai'es, p. 130. 

Arenaria interpres, J icill. Noui\ Diet. d'Hist. Nat. xxxiv, p. 34-5 ; 
Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 02. 

Cinchis inter])res, G. Ji. Gray, Gen. B. iii, p. 540; Hume, S. F. i, 
p. 233 ; ii, p, 202. 



Fig. 50.— Head oi’ S. ini er pres, 

Coloration. In winter the head above and at the sides is brown 
with darker streaks, the ear-coverts more uniform brown ; upper 
back, scapulars, tertiaries, and wing-coverts dark brown, the 
feathers with slight pale edges ; some of the under scapulars are 
partially or wholly white ; quills dark brown with w^hite shafts and 
part of the inner w^eb white, some of the inner secondaries entirely 
white ; lower back, rninp, and longer upper tail-coverts white ; 
shorter upper tail-coverts dark browm ; tail dark brown, the 
feathers white at the base, and all except the median pair wdth 
buff or white tips, outermost pair almost wholly white ; chin, 
throat, and lower parts from breast white, fore neck and sides of 
breast brown. 

In summer plumage the bead is w'bite, with streaks of black on 
the crowui and a black band from the forehead to the front of the 
eye, joined to a black patch below the eye; a band from the 
gape, a partial collar on the sides of the neck, the fore neck, and 
sides of the breast all black ; rest of lower parts white ; the back, 
scapulars, tertiaries, and wung-coverts are partly black, partly deep 
rufous. Intermediate stages between the summer and wdnter 
plumage are common. 

Bill black ; iris browm ; legs and feet orange-red ; clmvs black. 

Length 8*5 ; tail 2*35 ; wing 6 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape 1. 

Hietribution. Almost w^orld-wide. A wdnter visitor to the 
Indian coasts and islands, but generally rare or of occasional 
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occurrence. Common about Karachi, found abundantly by Hume 
at the Laccadives, and far from rare at the Andamans, Nicobars, 
and other islands of the Bay of Bengal. The Turnst one is not, as 
a rule, found away from the sea-coasts or estuaries except when 
migrating. It is generally met with, in India, in the cold season, 
but has been shot in Ceylon in June, and at Karachi in August ; 
it is, however, only known to breed in high northern latitudes. 

IJahits, 4’c. The Turnstone derives its name from its habit of 
turning over stones, shells, &c., on the sea-shore in order to fec^d 
on the crustaceans, inollusca, and w'orms that shelter beneath 
them. At the Laccadives Ilume found Turnstones swimming in 
the sea like Phalaropes. 

Genus SARCOGEAMMUS, Eeicbcn))ach, 18r>L>. 

Although, as Iliime has shown, it is probable that Strickland 
intended the Indian Eed-wattled Lapwing to be tlu? type of his 
genus Lobivanellus^ still, as that genus comprises two fairly separ- 
able groups of species, we must class one or the other under a 
different generic heading, and the present is the first name pro- 
posed. It contains only two Indian species. 

The bill is of moderate length, the terminal portion of the 
upper mandible slightly swollen, the culmen flattened at the base ; 
nostrils linear, in a groove extending beyond the middle of the bill. 
There is a fleshy wattle or latchet in front of the eye. The wing 
is long and with a tubercle at the bend, developed into a sliort 
horny spur at the breeding season. Tail even. Tarsus long, 
reticulated throughout ; a small hind toe. 

Key to the Species. 

a. A white hand down each side of neck to 

breast S. indicus, p. 224. 

b. A white band from eye to ear-coverts only, 

lower neck black all round S. atrinuc/ialiSj p. 226. 

1431. Sarcogrammus indicus. The RecUwattlexl Lapwing. 

Tringa indica, Bodd. Tahl. PL Enl. p. 50 (1783). 

Parra goensis, Gm. Syst. Nat. i, p. 706 (1788). 

Lobivanelliis goensis, Strickland^ P. if. 1841, p. 33; Blyth, Cat. 
p. 261 ; Irbyj Ibis, 1861, p. 237 ; Je7'donj B. I. lii, p. (j48 : Beavan, 
1868, p. «390; Stoliczka. J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 70; 
Godw.-Aust J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 273; C. H. T. Marshall, 
Ibis, 1884, p. 424. 

Lobivanellus indicus, Stoliczka, J. A. S. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 251 ; Hume, 
N. j&. p. 574 ; id. S. P. i, p. 232 ; Adam, ibid, p. 394 ; Ball, S. F. 
iii, p. 209 ; vii, p. 227 ; Butler, S. F. iv, p. 14 ; ix, p. 427 ; Hume, 
Inglis, S. F. v, p. 45 ; Hume ^ Boura. S. F. vii, p. 89 ; Hume, 
ihid^ p. 67 ; Cnpps, ibid, p. .300 ; Hume, Cat. no. 855 ; Scully, S. I, 
viiijp. 362; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 962; Vidal, S. F, ix, p. 82; 
Biddulph, IMs, 1881, p. 95; Scully, ibid. p. 587; Beid, S. F. x, 
p. 60 ; Davismi, ibid. p. 418 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p, 384 ; id. Jour, 
Bom. N, H: Soc. 'vd, p. 22 ; Seebohm, Charadr. p, 164 ; St John, 
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Ibis, 1889, p. 170 ; Oates, in Hume's N. H, 2iid ed. iii, p. 340; 
Sharpe, Yark. Miss , Aves, p. 1 39. 

Sarcogrammus indicus, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 149. 

Titiri, H., also Titni, Titi., Tituri in various parts; Titnvi, Mabr.; 
Yennapa Chitaiva, Al-kati, Tavci. K ir alia, Kibulla,0‘m^. “Did- 
you-do-it” of Anglo-Indians. 



Fig. 51. — Head of S. indieus. 

Coloration. Head, neck, and upper breast black, except a broad 
white band from eacli eye, including the ear-coverts and passing 
down the side of the neck to join the white of the lower parts ; 
this band expands below, and the black of the bind neck becomes 
narrow where it joins on to the light brown, glossed with green 
bronze and slightly v\ ashed with red, of the back, scapulars, and 
tertiaries ; lower back darker and duller ; wing-coverts like the 
back but strongly washed with glossy lilac-red ; ends of greater 
secondary coverts, bases ot‘ most ot the secondaries, and the whole 
of one of the later quills white, forming a wing-bar ; primary- 
coverts, primaries, and greater part of secondaries black ; sides of 
lower back, rump, and upper tail-coverts white; tail white?, with a 
broad black subterminal band ; tips of middle feathers brown, of 
the others white, the middle feathers have also a brown inner 
border to the black band ; lower parts from breast pure white. 

Young birds have the black replaced by brov\n, the chin and 
throat white, and the white band down each side of the neck 
sullied. 

Bill red at the base, tip black ; eyelid and wattle lake-red ; irides 
red-brown ; legs bright yellow (Jerdon). 

Length 13; tail 4*5 ; wing 9; tarsus 3 ; bill from gape 1*5. 

Distribution . Eesident throughout India and Ceylon in the 
plains, extending on the east to 8ylhet and Cachar, but not 
recorded from TJpper Assam. To the w^estward this Lapwing 
ranges to Southern Persia and to Muscat in Arabia, and it is 
found at low elevations within the North-western Himalayas, 
amongst other places in Kashmir, and as a rare straggler at 
G-ilgit. 

Habits, The Eed-wattled Lapwing is a familiar and noisy 
bird, and most of its vernacular names are given in imitation of its 
cry, which is w^ell expressed by the English “ pity-to-do-it.'' It 
is met with in open ground, often near water, generally in pairs 
or single, more rarely in scattered flocks. It lays in a small 

VOL, IV. 
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hollow the usual four yellowish blotch eel. with brown, between 

March and August, diiefly in April, May, or June. The egg» 
measure on an average 1*64 by 1*2. 

1 132. Sarcogrammus atrinuchalis. The Burmese Wattled 
LajneitKj. 

Sairogminiria ah’ognlaris, Jilyfh, J. A. S. B. xxxi, p. 34o (1802) (nee 
(■haradriiis atrooularis, Wayhr). 

Li)bi vaneJliis atroniichaliR, Blyth^ Jerdon^ B. I, iii, p. 648 (1804); 
Jlmne cV Oates, /S’. F. iii, p. 181 ; Hume ^ l)av. S. F. vi, p. 457 : 
Anders. Yvmmn Frprd.. Aves, p. 1)75; Jhime, Cat. no. 855 his; 
Bhujhmn, /S'. F, ix, p. 100; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 374; Salvadori, 
Ann. Mus. Cir. (>en. (2) iv, p. 013 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 310 ; Oates 
in Humes A. Sc F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 344. 

? Sarciophorns bilobii^, Btauf. Ihis, 1870, p. 470, nec auct. 

SarcoyrflmniH atrinuclialiH, Blyth S' If aid. Birds Burm. p. 152. 

Sarco^i-aiiirnus atririiicJialia, Bharpe, Cat. B. AI . xxir, p. 152, 

Titidu, Ihirniese. 

Similar to S. indtcus, except that the wdiite band from the eye 
only extends to the ear-coverts, and the neck is black all round, 
also that there is a white bar forming a border to the black on the 
upper back ; there is also less white on the secondaries. 

Terminal half of bill black, remainder of bill, the eyelids, and 
w attles red ; irides crinnson ; legs and feet pale yellow ; claws black 
( Oates). 

Leiigth 13 ; tail 4*3; wing 8*5; tarsus 3 ; bill from gape 1*3, 

Distr Unit Ion, Throughout Burma, extending north to Bbamoand 
Alanipur, east to Cochin China, and south to the Malayan Peninsula 
and Sumatra, 

Habits, c^c. Similar to those of S. indicus, and the eggs are not 
distinguishable. The breeding-season is in April and May in Pegu, 
March in Tenaaserim. 

Genus SARCIOPHORUS, Strickland, 1841. 

Bill more slender than in the last genus, but otherwise similar. 
Head more or less crested ; a wattle in front of the eye, large in the 
Indian species, and furnished with a descending lappet. Second 
quill longest, first nearly as long. Tarsus long, slender, with 
transverse shields in front ; no liind toe. 

The single Indian species has been unnecessarily separated as 
Lohipluvia from its African allies, 8, tectus, &c., from which it only 
differs in having a shorter and lees-pointed creet, and a larger and 
differently -shaped wattle. 

1433. Sarciophorns malaharicns. The Yellow-wattled Lapwing, 

Oharadrius malabaricus, Bodd. Tahh PI. Bnl. p. 53 (1783). 

Cliaradrius bilobus, Gm. 8yst. Nat. i, p. 691 (1788). 

Sarciophorns bilobus, Strickland, P.Z.S. 1841, p. 83; Blytk, Cat. 
p. 261 ; Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 649 ; Blyth, Ibis, 1^7, p. 165 ; 
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Bpfimn. Ibis, WS, p. 390 ; StoUczka, J. A. a9. B, xli, pt. 2.p, 2/51 ; 
Hayes Lloyd, Ibis, 1873, p. 410; Morgan, Ibis, 1875, p. 323. 

Lobipliivia malabarica, Hume, N. Sf E. p. 577 ; Le Messurte.r, S. F. 
iii, p. 418 ; Butler, 8, F. iv, p. 14 ; ix, p. 427 ; Bourdillon, 8, F. 
vii, p. 30 ; Ball, ibid. p. 227 ; Hume, Cat. no. ^50 ; Legye, Birds 
Ceyl. p. 900 ; Vidal, 8. F. ix, p. 82 ; Parker, ibid, p 482 ; lie id, 
8. F, X, p. 00 ; Dnotson, ibid. p. 319 ; Hume, it/id. p. 413 ; Barnes, 
Birds Bom. p. 335 ; Oate,s in Hume's N. ^ E. 2n(l (h 1. iii, p. 345 ; 
Barnes, Jour. Bom. N. 11. Soe. vi, p. 23 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, 
p. 130. 

Zirdi, II. ; Jithiri, N.W. P. ; Chita wa, Tel. ; Al-kaf.i, 1’nm. 

Coloration. Crown and nape black, bordered by a streak 

from one eye to the other round the nape ; c*hin black : sides of 
head, neck all round, upper breast, back, scapulars, tertiaries, and 
wing-coverts light brown ; the brown of the upper breast with a 
blackish border ; greater secondary coverts tipped white, forming a 
wing-bar with the bases of the secondary quills, which increase on 
the later secondaries till Ihe whole feather is white ; primaries also 
white on inner web near the base ; rest of primaries and secondaries, 
with primary-coverts, black ; upper tail-coverts and tail-feathers 
white, the middle reel rices with a broad subterminal black band 
which diminishes rapidly and disappe^ars on the outer feathers, the 
median pair tipped bnnvn, and brown on the inner portion of the 
black band, the others tipped white; lower parts from breast 
w'hite. 

Young birds have no black on the head, and the brown of the 
upper parts is banded ] aler. 

Bill yellow at base, black at the tip ; lappet pale yellow ; irides 
silvery grey or pale yellow ; legs yellow. 

Length 10*5 ; tail 3 ; wing 8 ; tarsus 2*5 ; bill from gape 1. 

Distrihution, Eesident throughout India and Ceylon, ranging 
east as far as Calcutta and Dacca, and w^est to the Sutlej. This 
species occurs occasionally in Lower Sind, but is unknown in 
Tipper Sind and the Western Punjab. The reported occurrence 
of this species in Burma is probably due to a mistake *. 

Habits^ The Yellow-wattled Lapwing is found on dry plains 
or in tbin bush away from forest, sometimes in twos or threes, 
ohen in flocks. It feeds on insects, and has a plaintive cry, far 
less harsh than that of the Ited-wattled Lapwing. It breeds in 
Northern India in April and May, in Ceylon in June and July, 
and lays four eggs of the usual Plover type on the bare ground. 
The eggs measure about 1*15 by 1*07, and are buff or pale stone- 
colour, blotched all over with dark brown and purplish grey. 


" ♦ For this mistake I am responsible, as I included the species in a list, of 
Burmese birds with the locality Thayet Myo (Ibis, 1870, p. 470). Nearly all 
the specimens collected by me in Burma are in tbe British Museum, but there 
is no skin of 8, malaharicus amongst them. I wrote the paper when I ivas 
away from the specimens, and I think there must have been some error in the 
name. 
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Genus MICROSAECOPS, Sharpe, J89G. 

The present genus has been proposed for a migratory Indian 
Lapwing hitherto referred to Chettusia, from which it is distin- 
guished by its transversely shielded tarsi and by having a lappet, 
it comes near to Sardophorus^ but it possesses a small hind claw, 
and is a more stoutly-built bird. 

1434. Microsarcops cinereus. The Orey-headed Lapwiny, 

Pliivianiis cinereus, Blyth, J. A. S. Id xi, p. 587 ( 1842). 

Lobivanellus inomatus, Temm, <5" BM. Fntm. Jap., Aves, p. 103, 
pi. 03 (1847). 

Lohivanelliis cinereus, BJyfh, Cat. p. 20] ; Irhy, Ihifi, ]8()i, p. 238 ; 
Seehohiii, Charadr. p. 183. 

Chettusia inoruata, Jerdon, Id I. iii, p. 040 ; Godiv.-Aifst. J. A. S. Id 
xxxix, pt. 2, p. 273. 

Oha^tiisia ciuorea, Bhjth, Ibis, 1807, p. 105. 

Chettusia ciuerea, JUanford, Ihia, 1870, p. 470 ; Hume Oates, S. F, 
iii, }). 180; Blyth cV Wald. Birds Jd/rm. p. 152; Hume, iS'. F. v, 
p. 347 ; Hume cV l)av. JS. F. vi, p. 450; (Vipp.<i, S. F vii, p. 300; 
Hume, ibid. p. 483 ; id. Cat. no. 854 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 333 ; 
Oates, B. B. ii, p. 372; id. Ibis, 1888, p. 73; Hume, S. F. xi, 
p. 315. 

Microsarcops cinereus, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 133. 

Coloration. Head, neck, and upper breast asljy grey, slightly 
washed with brown on crown and hind neck, the grey ending 
with a broad blackish border on t lie breast ; back, scapulars, and 
tertiaries light brown, wing-coverts the same, but paler ; primary- 
coverts and primaries black, greater secondary co\ erts and second- 
aries white ; rump, upper tail-coverts, and tail white, middle tail- 
feathers with a broad black subterminal band, the tips and a space 
before the black band brown, the black band dimiuishes in the outer 
feathers, which are white-tipped ; outermost feathers often pure 
W'bite; lower plumage from breast white. 

In young birds the head and neck are brown, the chin white^ 
and there is no black band across the breast. 

Terminal third of bill black ; base of bill, lappets, and edges of 
eyelids yellow; irides red; legs and toes dull yellow, claws black 
{Oates), 

Length 14-5 ; tail 4’5 ; wing 9*5 ; tarsus 3 ; bill from gape 1*6. 

Distribution. A winter visitor to Bengal, Assam, JManipur, and 
Burma, passing the summer and breeding in Mongolia, N. China, 
Corea, and Japan. This species has been obtained in the Anda- 
mans. Irby reported it from Oudh, but perhaps, as Reid has 
shown, may have mistaken Chettusia leucuru for it. 

Habits, This Lapwing is usually found in small or large 
flocks about marshes. It lives on various insects, and has a call 
somewhat like that of Vanellus cristatus. 
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HOPLOPTERUS, Bonap., 1831. 

Head crested ; no lappet. Wing armed with a long, curved, 
black spur on the bend. Second quill longest. Tarsus long and 
slender, reticulated throughout ; no hind toe. 

This genus, easily distinguished amongst Indian Plovers by its 
wing-spur, comprises two African and one Indian species. One 
of the African forms ranges to JSoutherii Europe and iSyria. 

1435. Hoplopterus ventralis. The Indian Spur-tvim/ed Plover, 

Charadriua ventralis, WopL Syst. Ac., Charadrius, no. 11 (1827). 

Ihqilopteriis ventralis, Jilyth, Cat. p, 200; Irby., Ibis, 1801, p. 2S7 ; 
JerdoHy ]L 1. iii, p. 050; Oodte.-AusL J. A, S. B. vxxix, pt. 2, 
p. 275; Ilu7ue, N. A*, p. 578; Ibmie Oafea, iS. F. iii, p. 181 ; 
lUytli Wald. Birds Bwm. p. 155; llume Dav. S, F, vi, 
p. 457; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 227; Crtpps, ibid. p. 500; Anders. 
Yunnan Fxped., Aves, p. 075 ; Hume, Cat. no. 857 ; BcuJly, S, F. 
viii, p. 552 ; Binyham, B. F. ix, p. JOO; lleid, B. F. x, p. 00; 
Oates, B. B. ii, p. 575 ; id. in Hume's A. E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 547 ; 
Barnes, Jlirds Bom. p. 555 ; Hume Cripys, B. F, xi, p. 510 ; 
Bharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, ]>. 159. 

Jh)ploptorus nmlabari(Mis, apud Blyth, Ibis, 1807, p. 105; Blanf. 
J. A. B. B. xl, pt. 2, p. 270; uec Charadrius nialabaricus, Bodd. 

The Bpur-icinyed Lapwiny, .Terdon. 

Colo ration. Crown and long occipital crest, lores, sides of face 
in front of the eyes, chin, and a hand extending far down the 
throat black, the black everywhere surrounded by a white border, 



Fig. 52. — Wing-Bpurof IJ. vent rails. \. 


passing into greyish brown on the ear-coverts and sides of the 
neck and into light brown on the breast; back, rump, scapulars, 
tertiaries, and inner wing- coverts light brown ; outer smaller coverts 
black, separated from the black primary-coverts and black quills 
by a broad white bar formed of the outer median and the greater 
coverts, with the bases of all the quills, the white increasing on the 
secondaries and including the w’hole or nearly the whole of the tw o 
inner secondaries ; upper tail-coverts aucl nearly two-thirds of the 
tail from the base white, terminal third of tail black, narrow white 
tips to outer rectrices ; underparts from breast white, except a 
broad black patch on the abdomen. 

Bill black ; irides deep brown ; legs reddish black (Jerdon), 
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Length 12; tail 3*75; wing 7*75 ; tarsus 2*6; bill from 
gape 1*3. 

Distribution. Throughout the Ganges drainage, but not on the 
Indus or its tributaries nor within the Horn bay Presidency ; 
this Plover is found on the JNTerbudda as far west as the neigh- 
bourhood of Indore, throughout the Central Provinces, in Bengal 
and Orissa, and as far south as the Godavari ; also in Assam, 
Manipur, and Burma, extending to 8iam and kSouthern China. 

Habits, (Yc. This bird keeps to the beds of tlie larger rivers, and 
has a noisy call, not unlike that of Sarcoyrannnus indicus. It is 
generally seen singly or in pairs, seldom in small flocks. It breeds 
in Kortliern India in March or early in A})ri], and lays four eggs, 
very much like those of the Red-wattlcd Lapwing, but slightly 
smaller, measuring on an average 1*45 by 1*07. 

Genus VANELLUS, Brisson, 17(10. 

The common Lapwing of Europe and Northern Asia forms a 
genus by itself, distinguished by the long recurved crest, tl»e 
absence of either lappet or wing-sj)ur, and peculiar coloration, 
without any white on the wing outside. 

The bill is of the usual type in Plovers, moderate in length and 
rather slender, with a battened culmen and slightly swollen ter- 
mination or dertrum ; the linear nostril in a groove that extends 
more than half the length of the bill. The wings are slightly 
roundt'd, the 2[ui or 3rd primary longest. Tarsus of moderate 
length, reticulated all round ; a small hind toe. 

1436. Vanellus vulgaris. The lAqmin(f or Peewit, 

Tringa vanellus, Lmn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 248 (1766). 

Vanellus vulgaris, Peehst. Or». Taacherib. ii, p. 313 (1803) ; Dresser, 
D. Bur. vii, p. 545, pi. 531 ; Hume, Cat. no. 851 ; iJiddulph, Ibis, 
]88], p. 04; Scully, ibid. p. 587 ; Deid, S. F. x, p. 65; Barnes, 
Birds Bom. p. 332; St. John, Ibis, ]880, p. J76. 

Vanellus cristatus, Wolf Meyer, Nutury. Vby. Deutsehl. i, p. 110 
(1805) ; Blyth, Vat. p. 261; Irby, Ibis, 1861, p. 238; Jerdon, 
B. 1. hi, p. 643; Stoliczka, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 70; 
Hume Henders. Lah. to York. p. 286; Hume, S. F. i, p. 231 ; 
Adam, ibid. p. 394 ; Butler, S. F, vii, p. 186 ; C. II. T. Marshall ^ 
Ibis, 1884, p. 423 ; Seebohrn, Charadr. p. 210. 

Vanellus vanellus, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. x.xiv, p. 166. 

Coloration. In winter the crown is dark brown, passing into black 
on the crest ; sides of face and superciiia, sides of neck, chin, throat, 
and fore neck wdiite, tinged with buff and more or less speckled 
and blotched with blackish ; back, rump, and tertiariea glossy 
olive-green, some of the feathers generally with fulvous edges; 
scapulars brighter green, passing at their tips into bronze-red and 
lilac ; wing-coverts darker and bluer than back ; primaries and 
secondaries black or blackish, the tips of the first 4 or 5 primaries 
whitish, passing into ashy brown, bases of the secondaries white ; 
upper tail-coverts cinnamon ; tail white for more than the basal 
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Imlf, then black, with narrow white tips ; upper breast black ; 
lower breast, abdomen, axiliaries, and inner under wing-coverts 
white ; lower tail-coverts pale dull rufous. 

In spring the fulvous edges on the upper plumage disappear, 
and the crown, sides of face in front of the eye, and a patch be- 
neath the eye, with the chin, throat, fore neck, and upper breast, 
become black. 

Bill black ; irides haxel-brown ; legs orange-brown (Jerdon), 

Length 12 ; tail 4-1 ; wing 8*75; tarsus 2; bill from gape 1*2. 

DutrUmtion. Throughout Europe and temperate Asia ; a winter 
visitor to both coasts of the Mediterranean, to many parts of 
8outh-western Asia, and to North-western India. The Lapwing 
occurs ill winter in (Llgit, Kashmir, the Punjab, and as far east 
as Oudh, and tliroughout 8ind, where however it is not common. 
It has been said 1o breed in the Punjab, but tlie accuracy of the 
statement is doubtful. 

Habits^ The common Lapwing is a highly gregarious bird, 
collectijig in winter in large flocks, which are chielly found about 
marshy ground, and which feed in fields or meadows. It lives 
chiefly on worms, and on insects and their larvm, and is eatable in 
the cold season, though far inferior to (1 olden Plover. Its call 
of Pee-ivit is well known, and also its habit of tumbling about in 
the air. The eggs are the vveli-kiiowu Plover s eggs/’ 


Genus CHETTUSIA, Bonap., 1830. 

Two Indian migratory Plovers, though differing somewhat in 
pattern of coloration, and slightly in structure, are sutliciently 
nearly allied to be classed in one genus. They have been separated 
by Sharpe, but the new generic name proposed by him for 0, leu- 
cura cannot be used, as it belongs to a well-known genus of fossil 
Crustacea. 

The pi^sent genus differs from VaneMue in wanting a crest, 
and in having much white on the wings inside and out. Tlie 
tarsi are longer, but the two species differ in this respect, and also 
in the style of reticulation, C. leumra being almost scutellated. 

Key to the Speciea. 

n. Some black on the tail ; a broad white superciliuni. f\ yreyarici^ p. 231. 
h. Tail entirely white ; no supercilui ni C. teucuruf p. 233. 


1437. Chettusia gregaria. The Sociable Lapwing, 

Cbaradrius gregaiius, Pall. Peis. Puss. ReichSj i, p. 450 (1771). 
Chettusia gregaria, Bonap. Iconoyr. Faun. Ital.^ Introd. Cl. Ucc. p. 12 j 
Irby, IbiSf 1801, p. 2t‘l8 ; Jerdo7i^ B. I. iii, p. 044 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B, 
xxKviii, pt. 2, p. 190; St^liczka^ J. A. S. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 250; 
Munwy S. F. i, p. 231 ; Adam, ibid. p. 394 ; Mayes Lloyd^ Ibis, 1873, 
p, 410; Butler, S. F. iv, p. 12; v, p. 232; ix, p. 426 ; Davids. S; 
Wend. S. F. vii, p. 88 ; Mume, Cat no. 852 ; Vtdal, S. F. ix, p. 82 ; 
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Biddidph. Ibis, 1881, p. 95 ; Smlh/j ihil, p. 587 ; Meid, S. F. x, p. 65 ; 
Davidson, ibid, p. 319 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 332. 

Variellus gregarius, Blyth, Cat. p. 339; Seehohm, Charadr. p. 211. 
Chatiisia gregaria, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 174. 

The Black-mded Lnp^ving, Jerdon. 



Fig. .")3.— Head of ( \ yreguria. 

Coloration, (/rown black ; fon'head and broad supercilia, extend- 
ing entirely round the crown, white; lores, orbits, and a narrow 
line extending to the ear-eoverts black ; chin wliite, passing into buff 
on the throat and the sides of the face, and this passing into the 
light ashy brown of the neck, breast, back, scapulars, tertiaries, 
and most of the w in g-co verts ; lower back rather darker ; greater 
secondary coverts grey at base and tipped wliite, sijcondaries pure 
white ; primary coverts black, primaries the same except at Iheir 
bases and on the inner border of the last primary, which are whire; 
upper tail-coverts and greater part of tail white; a broad sub- 
terminal black band on median rectrices, becoming narrower on 
the other tail-feathers and disappearing on the outermost pair ; 
the greyish-brown breast passes into the black abdomen, bordered 
with chestnut behind; thigh-coverts, vent and lower tail-coverts, 
Hanks and wing-lining white. 

In young birds (or, according to some, in winter plumage) the 
crown is dark brown generally mixed with black ; forehead and 
superciliary band huff ; upper parts darker than in adults and the 
feathers pale-edged ; the black lino from the lores and the black 
and chestnut of the abdomen are wanting, and the lower parts are 
white except the breast, which is mottled brown. Most Indian 
specimens are in this plumage, but the adult phase appears to be 
sometimes met with even in the cold se.ison. 

Eill black ; irides dark brown ; legs dull black. 

Length 13 ; tail 3*4; wing 8; tarsus 2*4 ; bill from gape 1*2. 

Distribution. A migratory bird, breeding in Eastern Europe 
and Central Asia, and visiting North-eastern Africa and North- 
western India in winter. In India it is common in parts of the 
Punjab, and ranges east to Oudh and Bundelkhand, and south to the 
Deccan (Nagpur, Jalna, Ahmednagar) and even Eatnagiri, 

Mahits, 4'c. The Sociable Lapwing occurs in flocks from 4 or 5 
to 50 or 60 in number, that keep to open country, arrive in 
W.N. India in the beginning of October and leave about March. 
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1438. Chettusia leucura. The Whiie-tailed Lapwing. 

Charadrius leiicurus, Licht. in Eoeremans Reise v. Orenb, nach 
liuchara, p. 137 (182.S). 

Vaneilus villr)taji, iiav. JJescr. Ef/ypte^ pi. vi, Hg. 2 ; Audotdrij Ex'pl, 
p. 21)7 (1820). 

Vanellus flavip(^«, Traife, p. 542 (1831). 

Vatiellus leucurus, lUyih, J. A. S. B. xiii, p. 387 ; Seeho?im, Charadr. 
p.213. 

J-iobivaiiellus leucuni?, Blyth^ Cat. p. 231. 

(’hettusia leucura, Jerdon.^ H. I. iii, p. 040; Bwinlwa^ Ihix, 1882, 
p. 120 ; St. J(dtNy Ibis, 1880, p, ]70. 

Cheltu^ia. Havipey, Humo^ S. r\ i, p. 232; Adain^ ibid. p. 394; 
Jiutlcr, S. E. iv, p. 13 ; v, ]>. 232. 

CheLtusia villutfui, BUinf. East. iVr.s. ii, p. 280; JIumc, Cat. 
no. 853; livid, S. E. x, p. 05 ; Davidscm, ibid. p. 319; Stvinh. 
(!^ B((rnvs, lbi.s, 1885, p. 132 ; Barnes, Birds Bam. p. 333. 

Eurypteius Jeueurus, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv. p. 171. 

Coloration. Head and ii])pt3r parts l)rown, uuth a ])irdc gloss on 
the back and w ings ; forehead and lores whitish ; sides of head 
and neck slightly paler than crown ; a black bar across the median 
coverts and inner greater coverts, the tips of the barred coverts 
A\’hire ; outer greater secondary coverts and secondary quills white; 
the outer secondaries v\'ith large black spots at the end ; primaries 
and jiriinary coverts black, both white towards the base ; sides of 
hack, upper tail-coverts, and tail white ; chin and throat white ; 
fore nook brown, ])assiiig into ashy grey on the breast ; abdomen 
rosy buff ; vent, under tail-coverts, axillaries, and wing-lining 
white. 

In young birds the pink gloss on the hack is wanting, and the 
tail-feathers have brownish rips. 

Bill black; irides brownish red; legs pale yellow {Jerdon). 

l^ength of female 11: tail 3; wing 7; tarsus 3; bill from 
gape 1*4. 

Distrihution. This Lapwing breeds in Persia and Turkestan, and 
visits N.E. Africa on one hand, and Northern India on the other, 
in winter. It is common in suitable parts of the Punjab, Upper 
8ind, and liajputana, and ranges throughout Northern India, 
having been recorded from Calcutta, Sikhim, and Khandesh. 

Hafrits, cfc. The White-tailed Lapwing occurs in small flocks or 
sitigly near sw amps and tanks. 


Genus CHAEADEIUS, Linn., 1766, 

Bill slender and rather short, tlie deitrum slightly swollen and 
rounded ; nostril linear, in a groove that extends about two-thirds 
the length of the bill. "Wings pointed, 1st quill longest; second- 
aries short ; tertiaries lengthened and pointed. Tail moderate, 
rounded. Tarsi reticulated throughout with hexagonal scales ; 
no hind toe ; outer and middle toes connected by a short w^eb at 
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the base. A distinct breeding-plumage, the whole under surface 
becoming black. Sexes alike. 

The restricted genus contains two species, both Indian. 

a. Axillaries greyish brown p. 234. 

b. Axilliiries pure white C. pluvialis, p. 235. 


1439. Charadrius fulvus. The Eastern (rohfen Florer, 

Charadrina fulvua, Gm. Sf/st. IVaf. i, p. (!87 (1788); liumn^ 6'. F, 
i, p. 228; ii, p. 287; iii, p. 179; Blifth Wald. Birds Burm. 
p. 153 ; Butle)' Ilunie, S. F. iv,p. 11 : Hunir, ibid. p. 463 ; Blanf. 
S. F. V, ]). 247 ; Anders. Yminan Frped., Ares, p. 675 ; linme 
Daw B. F. vi, p. 455 ; Ball, iS. F. vii,p. 226 : Cripps, ibid. p. 299 ; 
linme, ibid. p. 482 ; id. Caf. no. 845 ; Sm/lf/, S. F. viii, p. 350 
Lerjge, Birds Ceyl. p. 934; Vidal, A. F. ix, p. 79; Bimjham, ibid. 
p. 196 ; Butler, ibid. p. 425 ; Parker, ibid. p. 482 ; Scully, Ibis, 1881, 
p. 586; Beid, S. F. x, ]). 64: Oates, B. B. ii, p. 364; Barnes, 
Birds Bom. p. 328; Hnm.e, E. F. xi, p. 313; ISeebohm, (Jharadr. 
p. 99; Bt. John, Ibis, 1889, p. 17/). 

Cbaradriua doniinicUv^, }\ L. E, Miill. Natursyst. ISuppl. p. 116 
(1789 F) ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 195. 

Charadrius virgiuicus, Lichf. Verz. DoubL p. 70 (1823) ; Blyih, Vat. 
p. 2(i2. 

Charadrina longipes, Tenim. MS., Jerdon, B. I. \\\, j). 636; Me Master, 
J. A. S. B. xl, pt. 2, p. 215; Blanf. ibid. p. 269; Hume lJJ* 
Henders. Lah. to Yark. p. 284. 

The Golden Plover, Jerdon ; Chata bnttan, II. ; Kotan, Tam. ((^.^yloii) ; 
liana watuwa, Oliya, Maha oliya, Ciiig. 

Coloration, In winter plumage the crown and upper parts are 
dark brown, sometimes almost l)lac*k, the feathers edged v\’ith 
yellow spots, wdiich become w hitish or wliite on the wdng-coverts ; 
forehead and siipercilia sullied white ; sides of* head and neck 
fulvous streaked with brown, ear-eovert.s brown; primary coverts 
and primary and secondary quills dark brown, more or less tipped 
with white, the inner primary co> erts more broadly, distal halves of 
shafts of primaries white except at the ends ; tail dark brown, the 
feathers sometimes distinctly pale- banded, more often indistinctly, 
but generally with a margin of wliite or yellow' spots ; sometimes 
the lower parts are dull brown throughout, dai-ker and streaked on 
the breast and banded on the flanks ; more often the chin, throat, 
lower breast, and abdomen are white ; the under wiug-coverts and 
axillaries always greyish brown. 

In breediug-plumage — assumed partly by moult, partly by 
change of* colour — all the lower parts are black except the 
wing-lining and axillaries, which remain brown ; the upper 
parts are blacker than in winter, and the yellow spots larger and 
brighter ; the forehead, supercilia, and a band from each side of 
the neck bounding the black area pure w^hite. 

Bill black ; irides dark brown ; feet plumbeous black {Scully). 
Length 9*5 ; tail 2*4 ; wing 6 5 ; tarsus 1*7 ; bill from gape 
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Distribution. This Golden Plover breeds in Siberia and the 
Boreal regions of America, and in winter visits Southern Asia, the 
Malay Archipelago, Australia, and the greater part of America 
north and south. The American variety is larger than the Asiatic, 
but there is no constant distinction. The Asiatic form is found 
in suitable places throughout the plains of India, Ceylon, and 
Burma, but avoids forest regions and highlands ; it is rare in Sind, 
and only stragglers occur further west. It is common at the 
Andamans and Nicobars and also on the J-.aecadives, and is more 
abundant on flat swampy laud near the coast and the larger rivers 
than elsewhere. 

Jlahits^ tjrc. Golden Plovers are generally found in flocks, small 
or large, and feed on worms and insects. They have a rapid 
flight and a peculiar bisyllabic whistling call, not often uttered by 
the prevsent species. Although Jerdou says that they breed in 
India, this is very doubtful; they arrive about September, and 
stay till the middle of May, when all have assumed full breeding- 
dress, but hitherto no one has detected them actually nesting. 
^Jlie hen lays four largish stone-coloured eggs, much blotched with 
blackish. 'I'his bird is excellent eating, though scarcely equal to 
0* pluvialis, 

1440. Charadrius pluvialis. The Golden Jdover. 

Charadrius pluvialis, Linn. Si/st. Nat. i, p. 254 (1701)) ; Blanfurd^ 
Master n Tersia, ii, p. 278; id. tS. M. v, \). 247; llunuj Cat. 
no. 845 bis ; Brooks, B. M. viii, p. 4^U; Beid, S. M, x, p. 452; 
Barries, Birds Bom. p. 028 ; tSharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 191. 

The European Golden Plover is distinguished from C. dominims 
by larger size, tibiae feathered farther down, shorter tarsi, and by 
the axillaries and wing-lining being pure white instead of greyish 
browm. As a rule, in winter plumage this Golden Plover is more 
closely spotted and the spots are brighter yellow' ; but there is no 
constant distinction. Even in size the large Americau C. do- 
minious is scarcely separable. 

Ijength 10'5 ; tail 2-8; wing 7*25; tarsus 1*6. 

Distribution. Europe, Northern and Tropical Africa, and Western 
Asia, breeding in the Northern Temperate zone and farther north- 
ward, and migrating south in winter. Stragglers only have 
oceurred w ithin Indian limits. 1 shot one at Gwadar in Baluch- 
istan in January 1872, I believe 1 saw' another in l87tj close 
to Karachi, and a third was shot near Sehwan by Mr. Brooks a 
year or two later. A skin was also in Mr. Reid’s collection made 
at Lucknow. The habits resemble those of C.fulvus, but the call 
is shriller. 


Genus SCttJATABOLA, Leach, 1816. 

This genus, containing only the Grey Plover, precisely agrees 
with Charadrius in general coloration and structure, and only 
differs in having a minute hind toe. It undergoes precisely 
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similar cbauges of plimifige in summer and winter. The distinc- 
tion, which is accepted by almost all ornithologists, shows in fact 
how artificial many of the bird genera are. 

1441. Squatarola helvetica. The Grey Plover. 

Tringa Helvetica, Linn, Syst. Nat. i, p. 250 (1700). 

S(|uatai'ola helvetica, Btyth. Cat. p. 202 ; Jerdim, B. I. iii, p. 085 ; 
lltime, S. 1\ i, ]>. 228 ; ii, p. 287 ; Ada?n, 6'. P. ii, p. 388 ; Walden, 
I his, 1874, p. 140; Blyih Wald, Birds Burm. p. 153; Hurnej 
S. T\ iv, p. 11; Arinstrony, ibid. p. 2,38 ; Blanf. Frtst. Persia, ii, 
p. 278 ; Ha me Sf l)ar. S. P. iv, p. 455; JIame, S. P. vii, p. 482 ; 
id. Cat. no. 844 ; Vidal, S. P. ix, p. 79 ; Butler, ibid. p. 425 ; Leyye, 
Birds Ceyl. p. 929 ; Bcid, S, P. x, p. 452 ; Oates, B. B. p. 305 ; 
Barnes, Birds Jiom. p. 327 ; S/iarpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 182. 

Barra batan, II. 

Coloration. In winter the upper plumage of adults is dark brown, 
the feathers edged paler; forehead, lores, and sides of head and neck 
white streaked with brown ; wing-eoverts fringed and indented 
with white; primary-coverts, primaries, and secondaries blackish 
brown, terminal half of shafts of primaries white except near the tip, 
and the adjoining portion of the outer web white in all quills after 
the first four, part of inner web in all quills white towards base; 
upper tail-co\ erts u bite, with a few^ dark bars ; tail white, barred 
with dark brown, outer pair of rectrices generally unbarred ; lower 
parts white, fore neck and breast streaked and spotted with dark 
brown ; axillaries black. 

In summer the lower parts, from the chin to tlie middle of the 
abdomen, are black ; upper parts black, barred and spotted with 
white; lower abdomen and under tail-coverts white. 

Young birds are spotted with pale golden-buff above. 

Eill black ; irides dusky brown ; legs and feet blackish grey 
(Jerdon) ; feet black (Armstronc/). 

Jieiigth 12 ; tail 2*9 ; wing 8 ; tarsus 1-8 ; bill from gape 1’4. 

Distribution. Almost world-wdde. The Grey Plover breeds in 
the farlVorth and is a winter visitor to India, Ceylon, and Burma, 
chiefly occurring on and near sea-coasts, but sometimes inland 
about rivers and marshes. 

Habits, Very similar to those of Oharadrius fulvus and 
C. pUiviuHs, except that the Grey Plover is more a bird of the sea- 
coast. 


Genus JEGIALITIS, Boie, 1822. 

It appears best to class together the Sand-Plovers, Dotterels, 
and Binged Plovers. At first sight the 8and-Plovers and Dotterels 
appear to be distinguished by having a breeding- dress different 
from the winter plumage ; but there is so complete a passage from 
forms with a distinct nuptial garb to those which have none, 
through species like the Kentish Plover in which the change 
is slight, that it appears best to keep all in one genus. 
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Structurally there is no^ difference betvreen the present genus 
and Gharadrius, Like that genus, ^gialiiu is 3-toed, with 
reticulated tarsi and the first quill longest. The only distinction, 
except in size (all members of the present genus being smaller), is 
in plumage. The species of JSjialitis have the upper plumage 
uniform brown, not spangled with yellow or white, and the lower 
parts are chiefly white in the breeding-season, the amount of 
black never exceeding a pectoral band. 


Key to the Species. 

a. No white ring round the neck. 

a\ Bill stout; shaft cf third primary partly 
white. 

a'. Bill from gape more than an inch ; 

wing o'/5 yeoffroyi, p. 237. 

h" . Bill from gape about 0*75; wing r> . . Al. monyohca^ ]). 2-38. 
h' . Bill slender ; shaft of third primary dark 
throughout. 

c" . Axillaries whit(^ ; wiug 5’5 y/f. p. 2*39. 

d!* . Axillai-ies light brown ; wing- 6*5 .... JK. veredu, p. 240. 
h. A white ring round neck. 

c'. No black or brown band across breast . . A£. akxtwdnna, ]>. 240. 

d'. A black or brown band across breast. 
d' . Shaft of Ist primary white throughout, 

of others dark; wing 4 to 4*5 -'7s. duhia^ ]). 241. 

f'. Shafts of all pnmaries white near end ; 

wing 5 hiaticula, p. 243. 

y'. Shafts of all primaries dark, or that of 

Ist whitish near end; wing 5*5 Ai. placida, p. 244. 


1442. jEgialitis geoffroyi. The Large Sand-Plover. 

Charadrius geofiroyi, Wayl. Syst. Av.y Charadrius, no. 19 (1827) ; 
Blyth, J. A. S. B. xii, p. 180 : id. Ibis, 18()5, p. 34 ; Sixlfo/un, 
Charadr. p. 14G. 

Charadrius lescheriaulti, Lesson^ Man. d'Orn. ii, p. 322 (1828). 

Iliaticula geoffroyi, Blyth^ Cat. p. 262. 

gEgialitis geoffroyi, Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 638 ; Jlartimj, Ihisj 1870, 
p. 378, pi. xi ; Ball, J. A. S B. xli, pt. 2, p. 288; ' Walden, Ibis, 
1873, p. 316; Leyye, S. F. i, p. 489; Armstnmy, S. F. iv, p. 339 ; 
Hume, ibid. p. 463 ; Huim (j* I)av. S. F. vi, p. 455 ; Ball, S. F. vii, 
p. 226 ; Hume, Cat. no. 846 ; Vidal, S. F. ix, p. 81 ; Butler, ibid. 
p. 426 ; Legye, Birds Ceyl. p. 939 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 306 : Barnes, 
Birds Bom. p. 329. 

yEgialitis lescheuaultii, Godiv.-Amt. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, 
p. 273. 

Cirrepidesmus geoffroyi, Hume, S. F. i, p, 229 ; ii, p. 288 ; Adam, 
S. F. ii, p. 338; Butler, S. F. iv, p. 12. 

Ochthodromiis geofiroyi, Sharpe, Cat. B. M, xxiv, p. 217. 

Coloration. In winter plumage the forehead and supercilia are 
white, a band from the lores under the eye to the ear-coverts 
brown; the whole upper plumage brown, the feathers slightly 
paler towards the edges and with traces of dark shaft-stripes; 
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greater wing-coverts tipped with white ; primary-coverts, pri- 
maries, and secondaries dark brown, shafts of first primary white 
except at the tip, of other primaries for a short distance near the 
end; in the inner primaries part of the outer web is white; 
secondaries tipped white and with white along the shafts ; lateral 
tail-coverts with white edges ; tail-feathers brown with white tips, 
outermost pair almost entirely white ; lower parts, with axillaries 
and under wing-coverts, white; a brown band across the breast, 
generally but tiot always interrupted in the middle. 

In summer the upper plumage is paler brown, and tinged with 
rufous ; no pale supercilia; forehead black, enclosing an elongate 
white spot at each side, the two sometimes united across, bub 
varying much ; lores themselves and a large space below the eye, 
from which a streak runs back to the upper ear- coverts, black; 
crown, hind neck, sides of neck, and a broad band across the 
upper breast dull rufous. 

Bill black ; i rides brown ; tibia) and feet slate-bluish or 
plumbeous, paling to yellowish olive or in some to fleshy-grey 
(L(j/(/e) ; legs greyish green, toes darker (Jerdon). 

Length 8*5 ; tail 2*2 ; wing 5*5 ; tarsus 1*5 ; bill from gape 1*1. 

Distribution, A migratory bird, breeding in Japan, Formosa, and 
Hainan, and perhaps on the Red Sea, and spending the winter on 
the shores of the Indian Ocean from South Africa to Australia. 
It is found in winter, though not very abundantly, on the sea- 
coasts of India, Ceylon, aud Burma, 

Habits, The Large Sand-Plover haunts sandy coasts and the 
mouths of large rivers in small parties, often mixed with other 
Sand-Plovers. It appears on the Indian coasts about September, 
aud leaves in April or May, by which time it has assumed the 
breeding dress. 


1443. .ffigialitis mongolica. The Lesser Sand-Plover, 

Charadrius mongohis, Pall, Reis. Russ. Reichs^ iii, p. 700 (1776). 

Cliaradrius mougoliciis, Pali, Zoogr. Rosso- Asiat. ii, p. 136 ; See- 
hohm, Chur ad r. p. 147. 

Charadrius pyirhot borax, Tewm.., GozM, B. Eur. iv, pi. 299 (1837). 

Charadrius lescheiiaultii; apud Blyth^ J. A,S, B, xii, p. 181 ; Adams^ 
P. Z. S. 1859, p. 188 ; nec Lessan, 

Hiaticiila leschenaiiltii, Blyth, Cat. p. 263, 

/Egialitis pyrrhothorax, tTerdm, B. 1. iii, p. C39. 

yEgialites niongdicns, Blytk, Ibis, 1867, p. 164 ; Hartiny, Ibis, 1870, 
p. 384 ; Hume Sr Ilenders. Lah. to Yark. p. 285; Hume, S. F. iv, 
pp. :293, 463; Armstrong, 339; Sharpe, Yark. Miss,, Aves, 

p. 137. 

Cirrepidesmus mo'ngolicus, Hume, S. F. i, p. 280 ; ii, p, 289 ; iv,p, 12. 

AEgittlitis mongolica, Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 153 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl, 
p. 948 j Oates, B. B. ii, p. 368 : Hume, S. F, xi, p, 814. 

AEgialitis mougola, Walden, Ibis, 1873, p. 317 ; Hume ^ Dav, S, F, 
p. 455; Ball, S. F, vii, p. 227 ; Cr 'pps, ibid, p. 299; Hume, 
Cat, no. 847 ; Vidal, S. F. ix, p. 81 ; Barms, Birds Bom, p. 830. 
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Oclithodromiis mongolus & 0. pvrrbothorax, Sharpe^ Cat. B, M. xxiv, 
pp. 223, 226. 

Similar to geojfroyi in both summer and winter plumage, but 
smaller, with a much shorter bill. Asa rule, in the present species 
the upper surface in winter is darker; in the breeding-plumage 
the black band is broader over the ear-coverts, but there is some 
variation ; the upper plumage appears to want the tinge of rufous 
so conspicuous in geoffroyi. By several naturalists this Sand- 
Plover is divided into two species or subspecies — an Eastern race 
07? </o //(•«), with the ])ectoral gorget chestnut and bordered 
anteriorly by black specks forming an imperfect band, and with a 
broad white frontal band only interrupted in the middle ; and 
a Western race (-1^. pyrrhothora.v), which visits India, and has the 
pectoral gorget duller red, and but little white, at times perhaps 
none, in the broad black frontal band. The differences appear to 
me not more than subspecitic, and I am doubtful whether they are 
constant ; whilst the two forms are quite imdistiriguishable in 
winter garb. 

Soft parts as in yE. geoffroyi. 

Length 7'5 ; tail 2 ; wing 5 ; tarsus 1*2; bill from gape '75. 

Dlstrlhutiou. The Lesser 8aiid-Plover passes the summer in 
Central and Northern Asia, elapan, and Alaska, and has been 
found breeding in the Upper Indus valley ; in winter it visits the 
shores of the Indian Ocean from Africa to (Queensland. It is 
common on the Indian coasts from {September to May, often 
consorting with geoffroyi^ wdiich is rarer. The present species 
is more often found inland, especially at times of migration. 
Before having in May, most of the birds assume the nuptial 
livery. A few individuals, both of this aud of the last species, 
remain in India throughout the year, but do not breed so far as 
is known, lluine, however, received skins, apparently of nestlings, 
shot in the Andamans in May, July, and September. 

Habits, tjr. Similar to those of This bird has been 

found breeding around the Tso-Morari and other Tibetan lakes. 
The eggs resemble those of other Plovers in colour and shape. 

1444. JEgialitis asiatica. The Caspian Sand-Plover. 

Charadrius asiaticiis, Pall. Jiels. Buss. BeichSf ii, p. 715 (1773) ; 
Scebohm^ Charadr. p. 144. 

Eudromias asiaticiis, Harting, Ibisj 1870, p. 202, pi. v. 

/Egialitis asiatica, Hume., S. F. vii, p. 438 ; id. Cat. no. 845 quat. ; 
id. S. P\ ix, p. 70 ; Barnes, Birds Born. p. 329. 

Ochthodrornus asiaticus, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 230. 

Coloration. In winter plumage the upper parts are brown ; 
forehead, siipereilia, lores, cheeks, chin, and throat huffy white ; 
area behind eye and ear-coverts light brown; primaiy-coverts, 
primaries, and secondaries blackish brown, a little white on the 
outer webs of a few inner primaries near the base ; shafts of Isfc 
primary and of subterminal portion of 2nd white, of the 3rd dark 
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throughout ; tail-feathers brown, darker near the end and tipped 
white (the dark subterminal band is more distinct in summer 
plumage) ; fore neck and breast brown ; lower breast and abdomen 
white ; wing-lining brown and white mixed ; axillaries white. 

In summer plumage the fore neck and upper breast are chestnut, 
passing into blackish on the lower border. 

Young birds have dull rufous edges to the upper plumage. 

Bill black; iris dusky hazel ; feet greenish olive {Emin Pacha), 

Length 7*5 ; tail 2; wing 5*5; tarsus 1*6; bill from gape *9. 

Distrihulion. This Sand-Plover breeds on the Caspian and Aral 
Seas and in Central Asia, and passes the winter in Africa, as far 
south as Cape Colony, It is also found in the Persian Gulf. 
The only specimen yet recorded in India was shot by Vidal near 
Batnagiri. The present species is an inhabitant of sandy plains as 
much as of sea-coasts, or may even prefer the former. 

1445. iEgialitis vereda. The Eastern Doiten l. 

Charadrius vcro.dus, Gouhi, P. Z. S. 1848, p. 38 ; Seebohni, Vhnradr. 
p. IIA 

Endroinias veredus, Hnrtinfj, Ibis, 1870, p. 209, pi. vi ; Paltj 
J. A. S. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 288 ; id. >S. F. i, p. 83 ; Hume., S. F. ii, 
p. 288 ; id. Cat. no. 845 ter. 

Ochthodromus veredus, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 232. 

This Plover is much like AE'. anatica, but is larger, with less 
distinct supercilia and with the hind neck always paler than the 
crown or back ; the whole wing-linixig and axillaries are light 
browm. 

In summer plumage the w’hole head and neck except the occiput 
and nape, w’hich remain brown, become white ; this passes into 
rufous OD the fore neck, and this again into chestnut on the 
breast and sides of the breast, there being again a passage from 
the chestnut into the black band that terminates it posteriorly ; 
lower breast and abdomen w hite. 

In young birds there are rufous fringes to the upper plumage 
and dark centres to the brown feathers of the breast. 

Bill deep olive-brown ; legs light brownish flesh-colour ; feet 
washed with grey, blackish on joints {Swinhoe). 

Length 9*5; tail 2*4 ; wdng 6*5; tarsus 1*8 ; bill from gape 1 *05. 

Distribution. This species breeds in Northern China and Mon- 
golia, and spends the winter in the Malay Peninsula and Australia. 
A solitary specimen was obtained at the Andamans by Dr. G. E. 
Dobson in 1872, and identified by Ball. 

1446. JEgialitis alexandrina. The Kentish Plover. 

Chai’adrius alexandrinus, Linn. Syd. Nat. i, p. 263 (1766). 

Charadrius cantianus, XaM. Ind. Orn. Suppl. p. Ixvi (1801) ; Seebohm. 
Charadr. p. 168. 

Hiaticula cantiana, Blyth, Cat. p. 263. . 

^gialitis cantianus, Jerdon, B. I. iii, p, 640; Armdrony, S. F. iv, 
p. 840 ; Hume, ibid. p. 464 ; Butler, 8. F. \, p. 290 ; Hume ^ Dav. 
S. F. vi, p. 466 ; Hume, 8. F. vii, p. 227 ; id. Cat. no. 848 ; Vidal, 
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S. F. ix, p. 81 ; Battery ibid. p. 42C ; Leqtfty Birds Ceifl. p. 947 ; 
Biddalphy Ibisy 1881, p. 94, 1882, p. 287; Iteidy S. F. x, p. (>5; 
OatoSy B. B. ii, p. U68 ; Barnesy Birds Bom. p. 330 ; id. Jour. 
Bom. N. II. Soc. ii, p. 167 ; vi, p. 21 ; Oate<< in Htimes N. Sr E. 
2n(l ed. iii, p. 337 ; Bulkhyy Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. viii, p. 32o. 

yEg'ialophilus caiitianus, Harney N. Sr E. p. 571 ; id. S. F. i, p. 230 ; 
Adam, S. F. i, p. 394; Harney S. F. iv, p. 12. 

^Ep'ialitis aloxfindrina, Bli/th IVald. Birds Barm. p. 154 ; SharpOy 
Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 275. 

Coloration. In winter the forehead, supercilia, a ring round the 
neck, and the lower parts, including wing-lining and axillaries, 
are white ; crown, a streak from the lores including the orbit 
and ear-coverts, but widest beneath the eye, a partial collar widely 
interrupted in front on the upper breast, and all the upper parts 
from the neck brown ; primaries blackish, the first with the shaft 
white throughout, the others with part of the shaft white some 
distance from the tip ; a patch in the middle of the outer web in 
the inner primaries, and all tips and borders of secondaries, wdiite ; 
the four middle rectrices blackish brown, next pair with tips and 
outer webs white, the two outer pairs white throughout. 

In breeding-])! umage the crown is more or less elianged to pale 
rusty red, above tlie frontal white band is a broad black sinciput, 
the band from the lores beneath the eye also black, and so is a 
large patch on eacdi side of the upper breast. 

Bill black ; i rides brown ; bill dusky grey or blackish (Jerdon), 

Length 6-5; tail 1*9; w ing 4*25 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from gape *8. 

Distribution. Europe, Africa, the greater part of Asia and 
Australia. Chiefly a winter visitor to India, occurring throughout 
the Empire ; a few birds remaining to breed in particular localities. 

HahitSy tfc. This Plover resembles the Sand-Plovers in habits, 
and, like them, is chiefly found on the sea-coast, though a few 
birds are occasionally seen inland. It has been found breeding 
by Legge near llainbanthota, TrincomaJi, and other places in 
Ceylon in June and July; by Butler at Jashk, on the Makran 
coast, in May ; by Mr. Gumming in April and May near Karachi ; 
and by Mr. H. Blilkley at Kharaghora, in Guzerat, early in 
August. The eggs are normally four in number, of the usual shape 
and colour, but more scratchily blotched than usual. Ceylon eggs 
measured about 1*16 by *87. 

1447. JEgialitis dubia. The Little Ringed Plover. 

Charadrius dubius. Scop. Del. Faun, et Flor. Insubr. ii, p. 93 (1786). 

Charadrius curonicus, Gin. Sgsf. Nat. i, p. 692 (1788). 

Charadrius philippiims, Lath. Ind. Om. ii, p. 745 (1790). 

Charadrius minor, Wolf Sf Meijevy Natury. Vbg, Deutschl. p. 182 
(1806); Seebohniy Charadr. p. 130. 

Charadrius fluviatilis, Bechst. Natury. Deutschl. ed. 2, iv, p. 322 
(1809). 

Charadrius minutus, Pall. Zoogr. Russo-Asiat. ii, p. 146 (1811). 

Charadrius pusillus, Horsf. Trans. Limi. Soc. xiii, t). 187 (1821), 

Hiaticula philippiua & H, puailla, Blythy Cat, pp. 203, 264. 

TOL. IV, B 
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^gialitis pliilippensis, Jerdon^ B, 1, iii, p. 640 ; Biddtdph^ Ibisy 
1881, p. 04. 

^gialitis ii)inutas, Jerdon, B. I, iii, p. C41; Blyth, Ibis, 1807, 
p. 164 ; Beavmiy Ibis^ 1868, p. 380 ; Leg ye ^ S. F. iii, p. 37 2 ; Hume 
Dav, S. F. vi, p. 456 ; Hume^ S. F. vii, p. 227 ; CrtppSj ibid. 
p. 300 ; Ilume^ Cat. no. 850 ; Barnes^ Birds Bom. p. 331 ; id. 
Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. i, p. 57 ; vi, p. 22; LiitledaUy Jour. Bom. 
F. H. Soc. i, p. 200. 

^^gialitis fliiviatilis, IlnmCy N. ^ E. 572 ; id. S. F. i, p. 230 ; 

Adam, ibid. p. 304 ; HumCy S. F. ii, p. 280. 
j^^gialitis curoiiica, Wald. Ibis., 1873, p. 316 ; Bally S. F. ii, p. 429 ; 
Butler y S. F. iv, p. 12; Armstrong y ibid. p. 340 ; Buttery S. F. v, 
p. 232 ; Hume iJao. S. F. vi, p. 456 ; Leggcy Birds Ceyl. 
p. 952 ; Scully y Ibisy 1881, p. 587. 

JT^gialiti.s philippinus, llumcy S. F. iii, p. 170. 

yEgialitis diibia, Blyth l^' Wald. Birds Burm. p. 153 ; Bally S. F. 
vii, p. 227 ; Cri/pSy S. F. vii, p. 290; HumCy Cat. no. 840; Scully y 
S. F. viii, p. 351 ; Vidal y S. I\ ix, p. 81 ; Butler, ibid. p. 42(); 
Beid, S. F. x, p. 65 ; Hume, ibid. p. 412; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 370 ; 
Barnesy Birds Bom. p. 330; HumCy S. F. xi, p. 315; Oates in 
Humes N. F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 338 ; Sharpe, Cat, B. M. xxiv, 

]). 263. 

j^igialitis jerdoni, Legge, P. Z. S. 1880, p. 30 : id. Birds Ceyl. p. 950 ; 
Davidsotiy S. F. x, p. 318; Oates. B. 7^. ii, p. 371 ; Biddulph, 
IbiSy 1882, p. 287; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 315 ; Oates in Hume's F. 
^ E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 340. 

The Indian Binged Plover, The Lesser Binged Plover, Jerdon ; 
Zirrea, II. ; Bytu ulanka, Bewa, Tel. 



Fig, 54. — Head of E. dubia. \ . 


Coloration. A white frontal band, surrounded bj the black 
base of the forehead, broad sincipital band, lores, and a band from 
them chiefly beneath the eye, but including the orbit- and the ear- 
coverts, all black; occiput and nape brown, separated from the 
black sincipital area by a pale line, and by a broader white streak 
from the orbital band ; chin, throat, and a broad collar all round 
the neck white, followed by a black collar all round the base of 
the neck, broader in front ; upper parts from the neck brown ; 
quills dark brown ; flirst primiares blackish, secondaries and later 
primaries tipped white ; shaft of first primary white almost 
throughout, of all others dark ; tail brown, darker towards the 
end ; all feathers, except the middle pair, tipped white, the white 
tips increasing in size and extending along the outer webs in the 
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outer rectrices ; lower parts from neck, including wing-lining, 
pure white. 

Young birds want the black marks on the head and nape. 
The black is replaced by brown and the white by buff. 

Bill black, yellowish at base ; irides deep brown ; orbits yellow ; 
legs yellow {Jerdon), Legs dusky greenish brown in winter, 
yellow in summer (Oa^^'s). 

Length 6-5 ; tail 2-Hd ; wing 4*5 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape *G. 

Many Indian ornithologists are of opinion that there are two 
si>ecies of Hinged Plover ihroughout India, the smaller minuta 
wjerdoni) distinguished by smaller size (wing 4, tarsus *8), by 
having more yellow at the base of the bill, and a more pro- 
minent and broader naked yellow ring round the eye. The 
colours of the legs, too, are said to differ. The smaller form is 
said to breed in India, while the larger bird is a cold weather 
visitor. I have never been able to distinguish the two forms in 
India, and I find Dr. Sharpe unites them. There is unquestionably 
much variation ; and I think it probable that many of the birds 
occurring in India in the cold season are migrants, and that, as 
with so many birds, the southern residents run smaller than the 
birds that breed farther norfh. 

Distribution. All Europe and Asia, with North Africa. 
Generally distributed throughout the Indian Empire. 

Habits^ 4'c. The Little liicged Plover is most common in the 
beds of streams and rivers, where it keeps in small scattered 
flocks, each bird running about independently in search of insects, 
but all collecting to fly away when alarmed. Occasionally these 
little Plovers are seen in sandy plains or fields. They have a 
plaintive monosyllabic whistle. Many of those found in India are 
probably migrants and breed in the north, but numbers breed in 
India, from December to May in the Deccan, and probably else- 
where, and lay four eggs of the usual type, thinly speckled, and 
measuring 1*14 by *84. 

1448. JEgialitis hiaticula. The Itinged Plover. 

Oharadrius hiaticula, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 263 (1706) ; l$(:€ho?i 7 n. 
Charadr. p. 126. 

^gialitis hiaticula, Hume, S. F. viii, p. 197 ; Scully, Ibis, 18S1, 
p. 687. 

Ailgialitia liiaticola, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 266. 

Both young and adults of this Plover closely resemble dubia, 
hut they are larger, the shafts of all the primaries have the basal 
half brown and the distal half white except near the tip; there 
is a white streak outside the shaft in the middle of the quill in 
all the inner primaries, the greater coverts are tipped white, and 
there is much white on the inner secondaries and on the outer 
r*ectrice8. 

Bill orange-yellow, the tip black ; irides brown ; feet orange. 

Length 7*5 ; tail 2*3 ; wing 5*2 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape *6. 

Distribution. Throughout Europe and Western and Central 

b2 
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Asia as far as Lake Baikal, wintering chiefly in Africa. A 
migratory bird, and a rare and occasional visitor to Is’.W. India. 
One specimen was obtained at Sultanpur, south of Delhi, by 
Mr. Chill in November 1878, and a second at Gilgit by Dr. Scully 
in October 1879. 

1449. iEgialitis placida. The Long-hiUed Ringed Plover. 

Oharadrius placidus, Gray, Cat. Mam. Coll. Jlodga. 2nd ed. 
p. 70 (1803) ; Hartmg, Ibis, 1873, p. 326; Seebohm, Charadr. 
p. 133. 

yKgialitis hiaticula, a2md Bhjth, This^ 1867, p. 105, nec Linn, 

lOudromias teuiiirostris, Hume, S. P. i, pp. 17, 417, 405; Rlanf, 
Ibis, 1873, p. 217. 

yEgialitis placida, Hume Sr T)av. S. F. vi, p. 455 ; Hume, Cat. 
no. 848 bis; Scully, S. F. viii, ]». 351 ; Hume cS* luglis, S. F. ix, 
p. 258; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 314 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 202. 

This species resembles the last two, but is larger than either, 
and has a much larger bill. The whole forehead is white, lores 
(in winter) brov^ n, and some brown is intermixed with the black 
of the collar ; the shafts of all primaries are brown, even of the 
first primary; only a small portion near the end is lighter in 
colour in some skins, not as a rule. 

Bill black, extreme base of lower mandible yellow ; irides dark 
brown, margin of eyelids yellow’; feet yellow^ {^Smlly). 

Length 8*75 ; tail 3 ; wing 5*5 ; tarsus 1*3 ; bill from gape -9. 

distribution. Eastern Asia: Manchuria, Corea, Japan, China, 
and North-eastern India. Specimens have been obtained from 
time to time in Nepal, Sikhiin, Bhutan, Assam, and Cachar. 

Habits, This is probably a migratory bird, and visits India 
iu the winter only. It has been met wdth in river-beds. 

In June, 1839 or 1840, Jerdon obtained at the edge of the 
Pulicat Lake, near Madras, a Plover which he described as 
Charadrius russatus (Madr. Jour. L. 8. xii, p. 213). This was 
subsequently identified by Blyth with the Australian JE. nigru 
frons, Cnv. (uF. mdanops, Vieill.), and the skin is probably still 
in the Museum at Calcutta. No specimen has ever since been 
found in India, and the species was omitted by Jerdon from the 
‘ Birds of India,’ a circumstance not improbably due to his 
suspecting that sofne mistake had been made. Bl^Th (Ibis, 1807, 
p. 165) called attention to the omission, and the name has been 
restored by Hume (8. F. vii, p. 438; Cat. no. 850 bis). I cannot 
but regard the occurrence of the specimen in India as fortuitous, 
and I do not think the species should be included in the list of 
Indian birds. 

JE’. melanops may be recognized by its deep claret-red scapulars, 
by its having the forehead and middle of the sinciput, the lores, 
and a broad bond from them extending round the back of the neck 
all black, and also a broad pectoral gorget with a pointed extension 
backwards. Length 5*8 ; tail 2*1 ; wing 4*3 ; tai'sus 1. 
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S iibfamily H /EM A.TO PO DINiE, 

The four genera here brought together are not usually 
associated, and it is doubtful whether they are really allied. 
All are long-billed birds, and all have the tarsus reticulated. Ail, 
loo, show a certain similarity of coloration, black and white or 
grey. The eggs of Ihvmaiopifs^ JJimantopiis, and Jiecurvircstra 
are very similar; those of Ihidorhynclius are unknown. ]>[one has 
a distinct summer plumage, thus differing from all the Totanimv. 
and most of the CharadnirKv. At the same time, it must be 
remarked that the bill of the Oystercatcher differs considerably in 
structure front that of the other three genera. 

Key to the Genera, 

a. Bill straight, no hind too. 

a'. Bill compressed, stout, longer tlian tarsus. IIa:matoptjs, p. 245. 

//. Bill slender, much shorter than tarsus . . IIimantopus, p. 24(>. 

b. Bill curved upwards ; a hind toe Bkcuiivirostha, p. 248. 

6*. Bill curved downwards ; no hind toe IiunoiiiiYNCHL'S, p. 24t). 


Genus HiEMATOPUS, Linn., 170(5. 

Bill long, compressed, straight, often truncated nt the end ; 
nostril linear, near the base of the bill, in a groove that extends 
more than halfway to the tip. Wings long, pointed, first quill 
longest ; tail moderate. Tarsus short, thick, reticulated through- 
out; no hind toe; anterior toes thick, edged with membrane, 
slightly webbed at the base, especially between the 3rd and 4tli 
toes ; soles broad. 

The Oystereatchers are a cosmopolitan genus of about a dozen 
species, only one of which is Indian. 

1450. HaBmatopus ostralegus. The Sea-pie or Oystercatcher. 

Hsematopus ostralegus, Lin7i. Syst. p. 257 (17()6); Blyth^ 

Cat. p. 264; Jerdoriy B. I. hi, p. 059; l£ume, S. F. \y p. 284; 
Hayes Lloyd y Ibisy 1878, p. 410; Blythy Birds Burm. p. 154; 
Butler y S. F. v, pp. 212, 282, 230 ; ix, p. 427 ; HumCy Cat. no. 802 ; 
Vidaly S. F. ix, p. 88 ; LcygCy Birds C\yl. p. 987 ; OateSy B. B. ii, 
p. 377 ; BarneSy Birds Bom. p. 339 ; Seebvhrny Charadr. p. 301 ; 
Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 107. 

Hsematopus osciilans, Stvinh. 1\ Z. S. 1871, p. 405 ; Sharpe, Cat. 
B.M. xxiv, p. 111. 

Darya gajpaon, H. ; Yerri kali ulanka, Tel. 

Colerration. Head and neck all round, upper back, scapulars, 
and tertiaries black ; lower back, rump, upper tail-coverts, and 
lower parts from upper breast W’hite; edge of wdng, terminal 
portions of median coverts, the greater secondary coverts, and the 
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inner secondary quills white, forming a wing-band; primary 
coverts black : primaries the same, except part of the inner web 
and a lanceolate white spot on the shaft and outer web, com- 
mencing as a streak on the first primary and increasing inwards ; 
tail \vhite at base, black at end. 

Young birds are browner black, and have a broad band of white 
on the throat. 

Bill bright reddish orange, dingy and yellowish at the tip ; 
irides red; eyelids orange-red; legs and feet brownish purple 
{Hume). 

licngth IG ; tail 4 ; wing 10 ; tarsus 2*1 ; bill from gape o *25-11, 



Fig. 55. — Head of H. ostralegus (immature), 


Dii^trihutlon. The greater part of Europe and Asia, chiefly on 
sea-coasts. A winter visitor to India, common on the coast of 
Sind, Cutch, and Kattywnr; less common on the west coast of 
India and rare on the east coast, in Ceylon and in Burma. 1 do 
not regard the Chinese and Japanese //. oscuZaui?, to w^hich an 
Arrakanese skin is referred by Sharpe, as worth specific distinction. 
It onl V differs in having a little less white on the earlier primaries, 
the difference in length of bill not being constant. It is probably 
to some extent intermediate between If. oslralegns and H. longi- 
rosfns. 

Hahifgy The Oystercatcher is found singly or in parties, 
and keeps much to rocks between tide-marks, feeding on molluscs 
and Crustacea ; it often visits fields or meadows near the sea, 
but is rarely seen far from the coast. It is a wary bird, utters 
a clear loud whistling note, and breeds in the North of Europe and 
on the Caspian. 


Genus HISdANTOPUS, Brisson, 1760. 

Bill long, straight, hard, slender, pointed ; nostrils linear, near 
the base of tbe bill, each situated in a groove that extends about 
half the length of the mandible. Wings long and pointed, 
Ist quill longest; tail short, even. Legs very long; tibia bare 
for a long distance, three-quarters the length of the long tarsi, 
which are reticulated throughout; no hind toe, outer joined to 
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middle toe by a broad web, a narrower web between the middle 
and inner toe. 

The Stilts are found in all temperate and tropical countries. 
One species occurs in India. 

1451. Himantopus candidns. The BlacJc-winged Stilt, 

Charadrius himantopus, Linn. St/st. Nat. i, p. 255 (ITOtJ). 
llimautopus Candidas, Bonn. Tahl. EnvycL M6th. i, j). 24 (1790) ; 
Blythy Cat. p. 2()4; Jcnlvn, B. I. iii, p. 704^; Blyihy Ihisy 18u7, 
p. 109; Godw.~Au f. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 274; Harney Ihisy 
1870, p. 145 ; Fvildeny ibid. p. 295 ; Hume l)av. H.Jb\ vi, p. 404 ; 
Bally jS. E. vii, p, 229 ; Crippf<y ibid. p. .‘104 ; Harney Cat. no. 898 ; 
JJoiyy S. F. viii, p. 571 ; Leyye, Birds Ceyl. p. 919; Vidaly S. F, 
ix, p. 86 ; Battery ibid. p. 45t) ; Biddulphy Ibisy 1881, p. 97 ; Scully y 
ibid. p. 590; Iteidy S. B\ x, p. 72; Taylor, ibid. p. 406 ; Oates y 
B. B. ii, p. 579 ; BarneSy Birds Boni. p. 5(>1 ; HumCy S. F. xi, 
p. 520 ; Si.JoikHy Ibis^ 1889, p. 177; Oates in Humes N. S' F. 
2nd ed. iii, p. 555; BarucSy Jour. Bom. N. 11. Soc. vi, p. 152, 
898 (og-g). 

Iliinanlopas inelaiiopterus, Meyery Ann. Wetter. Oesellsc/i. iii, 
p. 177 (1814) ; Seebohniy Charadr. p. 277. 

Himantopus intenuf^dius, Blythy Cat. p. 205 (1849, d esc r. nulla) ; 
Stidiczhciy J. A. S. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 255 ; Htimey A', F. p. 589 ; 
id. S, F. i, p. 248 ; Adaniy S. F. i, p. 597 ; ii, p. 5;>9 ; Hume S 
OateSy S. F. iii, p. 185 ; Leyyey ibid. p. 575 ; Butler y S. F. iv, p. 18. 
Ilimant()])us autumnalis, Hasselq.y lioldsuorthy P. Z. S. 1872, p. 475 ; 

Blyth ]Vald. Birds Burm.\). 154. 

Himantopus himantopus, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 510. 

The Stilt or LanydeySy Jerdoii ; Gajppauiiy Tinykai'y 11.; Lal-yony 
LaUthenyiy Lani-yoray lieng. 



Coloration, Adult male. Whole head, neck and lower parts, 
lower back and rump white ; back, scapulars, and wings above 
and below black, glossed with metallic green ; upper taihcoverts 
brownish ; tail whity-brown. 

Females have the back, scapulars, tertiaries, and inner wing- 
coverts brown. 

Young birds have the occiput and nape black or blackish, and 
the hind neck grey. These dark marks are retained by many 
birds that show no other signs of immaturity ; the pure white 
head is probably not attained for some years. Birds of the year 
have brown back, scapulars, and tertiaries, and the crown and 
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hind neck are light greyish brown, with white edges to the 
feathers. 

Bill black ; i rides red ; legs lake-red ; claws black. 

Length 15 ; (ail 3*25 ; wing 9*5; tarsus 5 ; bill from gape 2*8. 

Distrihution, Southern Europe, the whole of Africa, and 
Central and Soutliern Asia. Tliis Stilt is found throngliout India, 
Ceylon, and Burma in the cold season, in suitable localities, and 
breeds in a few places. 

Jfahits, This is a common bird in India wherever there are 
marslies or tanks with shallow margins and not too much over- 
grown with vegetation. It occurs in large docks and feeds on 
insects, small molluscs, and w’orms. It lias been found breeding, 
from April to July, in large numbers about salt swamps, as at 
Sultanpnr Salt-works, south of Delhi, at Samblmr Lake, and in 
several places in Ceylon. The eggs, usually 4 in number, some- 
times 3, are very like plovers’ : light drab, much blotched with 
Mack; they measure about ]-()4 by 1*21, and are laid in a hollow*, 
often built of fragments of stone, and usually lined with a little 
grass. 

C enus EECURVIROSTRA, Linn., 1730. 

Bill veiy long, flexible, curved upwards towards the end, 
depressed ; both mandibles flattened ; nostrils linear, long, each iii 
an ill-marked groo>e not lialf the length of the bill. Wings 
long, pointed, Ist quill slightly the longest in general ; tail short. 
Tarsus and bare tibia long; tarsus reticulated; liind toe very 
small, but furnished with a elaw\: anterior toes deeply webbed, 
but w*eb8 notched in the middle. 

There are about four species of Avocet, w idely distributed ; only 
one is Indian. 

] 152. Recurvirostra avocetta. The Avocet. 

JiOCiirviroBtra avocetta, Lirtn. Syst, Nat, i, p. 250 (1706); Blyth, 
Cat. p. 205 ; Jerdon, B, I, iii, p. 700; Stoliczkay J, A. S. B. xli, 
pt. 2, p. 253 ; IlurnSj S. F. i, p. 248 ; Adam^ ihid. p. 897 ; ii, 
p. 889; Hayes Lloyds Ibis, 1878, p. 417 ; BvtJer, S. B. iv, p. 18 ; 

S. vii, p, 189; id. Cat. no. 809; Legge^ Birds Cvyl, 
p. 925 ; Iteid^ x, p. 458 ; Barnes^ Birds Bom, p. 302 ; 

^Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 326. 

Kvsya chaha^ H. (Behar). 

Coloration. The whole forehead and crowm to below the eyes, 
nape and hind neck, inner scapulars, and a patch running out- 
wards from their base, median w ing-coverts, some of the tertiaries, 
and the tips and greater part of the first seven or eight primarie.s 
black, or in winter dark brow^n; all other parts white, middle tail- 
feathers in winter tinged with brownish grey. 

Bill black ; irides red-brown ; legs pale bluish grey. 

Length 18; tail 3*3; wing 9; tarsus 3*5; bill from gape to 
point 3‘25« 
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Dktrihution, Temperate Europe and Asia, the whole of Africa, 
South-western Asia, India, and Ceylon. A winter visitor to 
India, not uncommon in the north, rarer in the south, and in 
Ceylon ; not found in Assam or Burma. 

Jlahits, The Avocet is generally found in small flocks, 
haunting the borders of marshes, tanks, rivers, salt lagoons, and 
similar places ; it feeds on small criistacea, worms, and molluscs, 
and obtains its food by searching for it in the mud and sand with 
its bill, which it moves backwards and forwards with a semi- 
circular sweeping action. It swims well. 


Genus IBIDORHYNCHUS, Vigors, 

A peculiar Central Asiatic species, of which the alii ni ties are by 
no ineajis clearly ascertained, is the type of the present genus. 
It has been referred by Jerdoii and others to the neighbourhood of 
the Curlews, and has been associated by Seebobm with the Oyster- 
catchers. J do not think it is allied to the ionuer, but it may have 
some relationship to Hasmatopus, 

The bill is hard, long, slender, and curved downwards ; the 
nostril is linear, near the l)ase of the bill and situated in a groove 
that extends more than half the length of the mandible. The first 
three quills are subeqnal, the 1st generally a little the longest ; 
tail rather short. Tarsi short, stout, reticulated throughout ; there 
is no hind toe, the middle and outer toes are connected by a web, 
but there is scarcely any between the middle and inner toes. 


14o3. Ibidorhynchus struthersi. TJie Ibis-hill. 

Ibidorliyncha struthersii, Viyors, P. Z, S. 1831, ]>. 174 ; Hume, Cut. 
no. 870. 

Ibidorhynchus struthersi, Plyth, Cat. p. 20o ; Adams, P. Z.S. IBoO, 
p. 188; Jerdou, B. I. iii, p. (>85; Beavau, Ibis, 1838, p. 394; 
Blanford, J. A. S. B, xli, pt. 2, p. 72 ; Brooks, ibid. p. 86 ; id. *S\ F. 
iii, p. 2o7 ; Godw.-Aust. J, A. S. B. xlvii. pi. 2, p. 21 ; Biddnlph, 
Ibis, 1882, p. 287 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 823 ; Seebohm, Charadr. 
p, 314 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 335 ; W. JF Cordeam\ Ibis, 
3897, p. 563. 

The Bed-billed Curlew, Jerdon. 


Fig. 57. — Head of I. str^ithersi. 

Coloration. Head to the eyes including cheeks, chin, throat, and 
crown, terminating in a point on the nape, blackish brown, 
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browner and often mixed with grey on the forehead, and with a 
narrow white border except on the occiput ; neck all round and 
upper breast Iluish ashy, separated from the broad black gorget 
at-ross t he breast by another narrow white border ; upper back, 
scapulars, and tertiaries light brownish grey, becoming more ashy 
on the wing-coverts ; winglet blackish ; tjuills ashy brown, tips of 
primaries darker, most of the primaries, and sometimes all, with a 
white spot on the inner w'eb near the end, greatly increasing in 
size on the innermost primaries; all quills white at base, the outer 
secondaries to a large extent; lower back and rump grey, upper 
tail-coverts blackish : tail-feathers ashy brown, v\ith dark wavy 
cross-bars, all except the middle pair w^ith a subtorminal black 
spot ; outermost pair barred black and u bite on outer webs, and 
w ith the barring on the inner webs almost obsolete ; lower surface 
from middle of breast w hite. 

Young birds \sant the blackish brown of the head and the black 
gorget. 

Bill and irides crimson ; legs pinkish grey {Godwin- Austen ) ; legs 
blood- red {Jenfon). 

Length IG inches; tail 4*5; wing 0*25; tarsus 1*9; bill from 
gape 3 to 3-5. 

Distrilution, Thronghout Central Asia from Western Turkestan 
to North China. Ibis bird inhabits the Bimalayas from Kashmir 
to Upper Assam, keeping to stream-beds at high elevations iii 
summer, and descending almost to the plains in wdnter. It has 
also been obtained by God\\ in- Austen in the Naga hills at a low 
level in February and March, Quite recently a specimen has been 
shot by Capt. Barton in the Afridi country, Afghan frontier. 

Hafnis, This remarkable wader keeps chiefly to the beds of 
n.ountaiii-st reams, and is found singly, in pairs, or in small flocks, 
probably families, of about five or six individuals. I met with 
scattered flocks of tliis kind in the interior of ISikhim, at 12,000 
feet, in bVptember. The food consists of insects and, it is said, 
mollusca and Crustacea. Though this species undoubtedly breeds 
in the Himalayas about May, and is said to make its nest in a 
hollow beside a stone or a stranded log, the eggs have never, so far 
as 1 can ascertain, been described except from native information. 


Subfamily TOTANIN^. 

The Curlew s, Godwits, Sandpipers, and Stints agree in having a 
slender, generally rather lengthened bill, more or less richly 
provided with nerves, and consequently endowed with a delicate 
sense of touch, an essential qualiiicatiou w hen this organ is used 
to search in mud and wet sand for the annelids and other small 
animals on which the bird feeds. This is far less the case with 
Curlews and Sandpipers than with the Stints. All the genera of 
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this subfamily (except Nnmenlm^ in w hich the back of the tarsus 
is reticulated) have the tarsus scutulate or transversely shielded 
both in front and behind, and all undergo a considerable change of 
plumage at the spring moult, and have a distinct summer and 
winter garb. In only one genus is there any decided difference in 
plumage btdweeu the sexes, and in that case it is confined to the 
breeding dress. 

All the birds of this subfamily are winter visitors to India, only 
one species being known to breed even in the Himalayas. 

Keij to the Genera, 


a. Toes not fringed by a lohed web like a Gout’s. 
a'. Toes partially webbed at the base. 

a" . Jhll long, curved downwards Xumenius, p. 2ol. 

b". Jfill straight or slightly curving upwards. 
a\ Jfill longer than tail. 

Ifill not broader at end Limosa, p. 2o4. 

liiill Snipe-like, broader at end and 

pitted Machouhampiius, 

IP. Jfill not longer tlian tail. [p. 257. 

ch Bill nearly twice as long as tarsus . . Teiiekia, p. 258. 

(V. Jfill shorter than tarsus or not much 
longer. 

(P. Sexes alike Tot anus, p. 259. 

h'\ Sexes in breeding-season different . JGvvoncklla, p. 268. 
h'. Toes divided to base; bill soft, llexible. 

c". No hind toe Caliduis, p. 270. 

d”, A hind toe. 

0 ^ Bill spoon-shaped, greatly expanded [p. 271. 

near tip J^UBYNonHYNCHUS, 

d'^. Bill slender, not spoon-shaped Tringa, p. 272. 

h. Anterior toes with a lobed web throughout . . l^iiALARorus, p. 280, 


Genus NUMENIUS, Brisson, 1760. 

Bill very long, slender, curved downwards, tip of the upper 
mandible obtuse^ projecting beyond the lower; nostril in a groove 
that extends three-quarters the length of the bill or more. 
Wings long, pointed, 1st quill longest, tertiaries Jong; tail short, 
rounded. Legs of moderate length ; tarsus reticulated except on 
the lower portion in front, where it is covered with transverse 
scutation ; hind toe well developed, anterior toes webbed at the 
base, claws dilated. 

About eight or nine species of Curlews and Whimbrels are 
known, very widely distributed. Two are Indian. 

Keif to the Sjiecies, 


a, Crown streaked ; bill 5 to 7 inches long K. arqmta, p. 252. 

b. Crown brown with a pale median band ; bill 

under 4 in A. phesopus^ p. 253. 
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1454. Numenius arquata. The C^irlnv, 

Scolopax arquata, Linn. Sy»t. Nat. i, p. 242 (1766). 

]Siu)jei)iu9 arquata, Blythe Cat. p. 268; Jerdon^ B. I. iii, p. 683; 
Le Mvs^sm'ivr^ iS. F. iii, p, 381 ; Oates, B. B. ii, ]). 412 ; Sharpe, 
Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 341. 

Xuiuenius lirioatiis, Cuv. Begne An. edi. 2^^ i, p. 521 (1829); Blyth, 
Ihis, 1867, p. 167 ; Jiunie, S. F. i, p. 237 ; Adam, ibid. ]). 306; 
Hume, S. F. ii, p. 296; Butler ^ Hume, S. F. iv, p. 16; Arm- 
stnyny, ibid. p. 341 ; Hume, Hid. p. 464 ; Butler, S. F. \, pp. 233, 
236; Hume l)ov. S. F. vi, p. 460; Hume, S. F. vii, p. 487 ; id. 
Cat. no. 877 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 356 ; Vidal, S. F. ix, p. 84 ; 
Butler, ibid, p, 420; Leyge, Birds Ceyl. }). 0U6 ; lleid, S. F. x, 
]). 60; Barnes, Birds Bam. p. 351 ; Ihnne, S. F. xi, p. 322. 
NunieuiLus arcuaUis, Irhy, Ibis, 1861, p. 240. 

Gear, Gounyh. Barra (Hulinda, II.; Choppa, Sada Kastachura, Biiig. 



Fig. r>8. — Head ofiV’'. argvata. 


Coloration. Crown and sides of head, and neck all round light 
brown with dark shaft-stripes, darkest on the crown; a whitish 
superciliutii, not very diatinet ; hack and scapulars blackish brown, 
with light brown edges to the feathers, some of the longer 
scapulars obliquely barred near the edges : wing-coverts similar to 
back but the edges are paler; bastard wing, primary-coverts, and 
]irimaries blackish brown, primary-coverts and inner primaries 
with white tips, all primaries notched or mottled on inner web and 
inner primaries notched on both webs with white; secondaries 
brown barred with white, tertiaries dark brown barred with ashy 
brown, the pale bars not extending across in either case; lower 
back and rump white, the feathers in the middle with blackish 
shaft-stripes, each ending in a broader pointed spot; upper tail- 
coverts white w ith larger spots ; tail -feat Iiers ashy brown with 
dark brown cross-bars ; chin and throat white ; fore neck brownish 
wdiite with dark shaft-lines ; rest of lower parts white, with dark 
shaft-lines on the breast and flanks. 

In breeding-plumage the w^hoie bird is darker and the shaft- 
lines broader, both above and below, and they extend to the 
abdomen. 

Bill dark brow^n or blackish, basal half of lower mandible light 
brown to fleshy white; irides brow^n; legs and feet bluish grey. 

Length about 23; tail 4*5; wing 11'5; tarsus 4*4; bill from 
gape 5 to over 7, generally between 5 and 6. Females are larger 
than males. 
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Distnhution, A winter visitor to India, Ceylon, and Burma, also 
to the Andamans, Nicobars, Laccadives, &c. Curlews pass the 
summer and breed in temperate Europe and Asia, and spend the 
winter iu Africa and Southern Asia. 

Habits, 4"^^, In India Curlews are most abundant on the sea-coast 
and on the banks of tidal rivers ; but some are found inland in 
vvell-wattTed countries near rivers, large tanks, and marshes. 
As a rule they are seen singly or in twos or threes, but flocks are 
not uncommon. The Curlew has a peculiar, very plaintive cry, 
not unlike that of the Golden Plover, but wilder. It is a very 
wary bird. 

The Indian Curlew, N. lineatm, was long regarded as distinct, 
but the difference's have been shown to be chiefly due to winter 
plumage. The bill is somewhat longer on an average. 

1455. Numenius phaeopus. TheWhimbreL 

Scolopax pli.'copus, Limi. Syst, Nat., i, p. 243 (1700). 

Numenius phampiis, JtJythj Cat ]>. 208; Jerdon, B. 1. iii, p. 684; 
Blyth^ Ibis, 18()7, p. 108 ; Hayes-Jdoyd, Ibis, 1873, p. 417 ; llumo, 
*S'. F. ii, p. 207 ; Le Messuriev, S. F. iii, p. 381 ; Blyth ^ Wald. 
Birds Burut. p. 155 ; Butler Hume, B. F. iv, p. 10 ; Annstrony , 
ibid. p. 341 ; Jfurne, ibid. p. 404 ; Hume 4" Far. B. vi, p. 400 ; 
Butler, B. vii, p, 187 ; ix, p. 429; Hume, ibid. p. 487 ; id. Cat. 
no. H78; Jjeyye, Birds Ceyl. p. 910; Vidal, B. 1\ ix, p. 85 ; Held, 
B. F. s, p. 70 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 411 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 352 ; 
Bharpo, Cat. B. M. xxiv, j). 355. 

Choi a Ooumjh, Chota Oulinda, II. 

Coloration, Crown including forehead dark brown, with a broken 
median white band ; long supercilia from base of bill and sides of 
head whitish with dark streaks ; lores and a band through eye to 
ear-coverts dark brown ; upper parts generally brow n, with whitish 
spots on the edges of the feathers, becoming larger on the wing- 
coverts ; bastard wing, primary -coverts and quills blackish brown, 
primary-coverts and inner primaries tipped white, iimer webs of 
all quills and outer webs of the inner primarie^s and of the second- 
aries with white indentations ; low’er back and rump white, some 
of the feathers as a rule with siibtenninal pointed browm spots ; 
upper tail-coverts, barred dark brown and wdiitish ; tail ashy 
brown, barred with dark browui ; chin, throat, and abdomen white ; 
fore neck and breast sullied w^hite with dark brown shafts, hanks 
and axillaries barred. 

To the eastward this passes into N, varieyatus, with the lower 
back and rump thickly mottled with bars and spots of brown. 
Some Burmese skins are referred to N, varuyatus by Sharpe, but 
it only ranks as a race or subspecies. 

Bill blackish brown, basal half of low^er mandible pale and 
pinkish ; irides dark brown ; legs and feet bluish grey. 

Length of male 17; tail 3*75; wing 9*6; tarsus 2*3; bill 
from gape 3*2. Females on an average exceed males iu size ; 
wing 10. ' 
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Bisirihution. Europe and Northern Asia in summer ; , Africa, 
Southern Asia, the Malay Archipelago, and Australia in winter. 
This is a winter visitor to the sea-coasts of India, Ceylon, and 
Burma, and is occasionally found inland. 

IJahits^ As a rule, though there are local exceptions, the 
AViiinibrel is a less common bird than the Curlew in India ; but 
it has very similar habits. It is good to eat, better than the 
Curlew. 

Genus LIMOSA, Brisson, 1700. 

The Godwits have a very long bill, stniiglit or slightly recurved, 
with the apex obtuse, both mandibles grooved at the side ; nostrils 
linear, near the base of the bill. Wings long and pointed, 1st quill 
longest; tail of moderate length, even. Tarsus moderate, t ran s- 
Tersely shielded in parts both before o.nd behind; liind toe well 
developed, a web between the outer and middle toes, but 
scarcely any between the middle and inner ; middle claw 
dilated, curved outwards and often pectinate outside. Winter 
plumage greyish brown; breeding- plumage rufous in both sexes. 

The genus is almost cosmopolitan ; two species are Indian. 

Ke]/ to the Species, 

a. Basal half of tail wdiite, terminal half mostly 

black, not barred X. helgiva, p. 254. 

h. Tail more or less barred X. Icqyponica, p. 250. 

1456. Limoea helgica. The Blach-taUed Godwit 

Scolopax limosa, Linn. Syst. Nnt. i, p. 245 (1760). 

Hcolopax belgica, Gni, Syst. Nat. i, p. 068 (1788), 

Limosa melanura, LeLsleCy Nacht?\ Bechst Naturg. pt. 2, p. 153 
(1813) ; Secbohnij Vharadr. p. 389. 

Limosa ®gocephala, apnd Pallas, Zoogr. Posso-Asiat. ii, p. 178 ; Plyth, 
Cat. p. 208; Irhy, Ibis, 1801, p. 240; Jerdon, P. 1. iii, p. 0*81 ; 
Stoliczka, J. A. S. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 252; Hume, S. P\ i, p. 235; 
Adaniy ibid. p. 890 ; Oates, S. F. iii, p. 340 ; Blyth, Birds Burm. 
p. 155 ; Butler «Jr Hume, S. F'. iv, p. 16 ; Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi, 
p. 460 ; Wardl.'^Pams. Ibis, 1877, p. 409 ; Cnpps, S. F. vii, p. 302 ; 
Humej ibid. p. 480; id. Cat. no. 875; ScuVy, S. P\ viii, p. 356; 
Leyge, Birds Ceyl, p. 832; Scully, Ibisy 1881, p. 688; Hume 
Marsh. Game B. iii, p. 409, pi. ; Peid, S. F. x, p. 09 : Bavtdson, 
S. F. X, p. 320 ; Taylor, ibid, pp, 529, 531 ; Oates, P. B. ii, p.409 ; 
Swmh. ^ Barnes, Ibis. 1886, p. 133 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 348 ; 
Hume, S. F, xi, p. 822 ; nec Sc. eegocephala, X. 

Limosa rnelanuroides, Gould, P. Z. S. 1846, p. 84 ; Blyth, Ibis, 1805, 
p. 35 ; Hume, S. F. viii, p. 157; xi, p. 322. 

Limosa limosa, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 381. 

The SmaU Godwit, Jerdon ; Gudera, Gairiya, Jdngral, Khdg, II. ; 
Malyuyha, Nepal ; Jaurali, Beng. ; Tondu ulanka, Tel. 

Coloration in winter. Upper parts brown, head and neck 
lather paler, a tendency to dai*k centres on the back and w’ings ; 
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short supercilia and a spot und-er each eye white ; lesser wing- 
coverts, bastard wing, primary-coverts, primaries, and ends of 
secondaries blackish brown, tips of greater coverts and bases of 
quills white, the white extending farther down the inner webs 
of the first four primaries and the outer webs of the others ; whole 
outer webs of later secondaries white ; lower bade and rump 
blackish brown ; upper tail-coverts and basal half of tail white ; 
terminal half of tail black, ashy brown at tip, the black diminishing 
on the outer feathers ; chin, throat, wing-lining, axillaries, and 
abdomen white ; fore neck and breast light greyish brown. 

In summer the head, neck, and lower parts are dull rufous, the 
crown is streaked with black; back, scapulars, and tertiaries black, 
the feathers with marginal rufous spots ; chin, throat, aud loweu* 
abdomen white; lower back black, and terminal spots on upper tail- 
coverts the same ; breast and flanks with bro\^■n cross-bars. 



Bill dull orange reddish at the base, dusky at the tip ; i rides 
dark brown ; legs dusky greyish green (Jerdon). 

Length 16 to 19*5 inches ; tail 2’6-3*l ; wing 7*5-9*25 ; tarsus 
2*25-5*6; bill from gape 2‘9-4*8. Females average much larger 
than males, but measurements of the two sexes o>'erlap consider- 
ably. Dimensions vary to a remarkable extent. 

Dhtrihution, A migratory bird, breeding in temperate Europe 
and Asia up to the Arctic circle, and passing the winter in 
Southern Europe, Northern Africa, Southern Asia, the Malay 
Archipelago, and Australia. The race found in Eastern Asia and 
Australia {L, melanuroides) runs smaller, but is not distinguished 
by any constant character. This God wit is common throughout 
the plains of Northern India from October to March, but rare 
south of lat. 20°. It was, however, obtained by Jerdon in the 
south, and by Layard in Ceylon. It is rare in Assam and Burma. 

Hahits^ The Black-tailed Godwit is found on the edges of 
tanks and swamps, and occasionaly of rivers, sometimes singly, 
but more often in flocks of from ten to over a hundred. It feeds 
].)artly on insects, mollusca, and worms, partly, in India at all 
events, on rice and millet, and, especially when fed on grain, is a 
delicious bird. It is commonly sold in the Calcutta bazaar as 
Woodcock. 
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1457. Limosa lapponica. The Bar-tailed Godwit. 

Scolopax lapponica & aegocephala, Linn. Syst. Kat. i, p. 246 (1766). 

Limosa rnla, Tenim. Man. <VOrn. ed. 2, ii, p. 668 (1820); Btythj 
Ibis^ 1865, p. 86; Humcy 8. F. i, p. 285; Seehohmy Charadr, 
p. 884. 

J^imosa lapponica, Cat. no. 875 bis; Butler^ Cat. B. Sind ^c. 

p. 62; II itme Marsh. Game B. iii, p. 417, pi.; Murray, Vert. 
Zool. Sind, p. 244 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 840 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. 
xxiv, p. 878. 

Colorahon in winten'. Upper parts asby brown, dark-shafted, 
and the feathers pale-edged, the wing-coverts with v\hitisb borders; 
broad indistinct \\hitish supereilia ; bastard w ing, primary-coverts, 
and primaries blackish brown, secondaries dark browm ; greater 
secondary-coverts, secondaries, and inner primaries with white 
margins, inner borders of primaries mottled with wliite ; lower 
back and rump white, with a Itnv arrowhead- or heart-shaped brown 
spots ; upper tail-coverts white, w ith irregular brown bars ; middle 
tail-feathers ashy brown towards the end, tipped whitish, barred 
with v\'hite and browii towards the base, outer rectrices barred 
throughout ; louer parts white exce])t the fore neck and upper 
breast, w hich are sullied and marked with brown streaks ; axillaries 
white, w ith brown arrov\ liead spots or bars. 

Young birds in autumn differ from adults in having the back 
dark brovMi with butf spots, the tertiaries with marginal buff 
indentations, the tail barred throughout, and the lower parts 
isabelline, grow ing white on the abdomen. They }ij>j)ear to moult 
into the adult winter plumage about October or November. 

In breeding-pliimnge the crown is black with rufous edges to 
the feathers; hind neck rufous, slightly streaked; back, scapulars, 
and tertiaries blackish brown, with rufous spots ; cpiills and wing- 
lining as in wint{*r; tail barred white and brown tbroughuul ; 
lower parts deep dull rufous (dull chestnut), streaked with brown 
on the sides of the breast. 

Bill black or dusky near the tip, basal half pinkish ; irides 
browTi ; legs and feet black or dusky pluiubeous {Hume). 

Length of males 14*5 ; tail 2*5; wing 8; tarsus 2; bill from 
gape 3. Females are larger : wing 8*5, bill 3*6 to 4*4. 

Dutrihution. The Bar-tailed Godwit breeds in Northern Europe 
and North-v^ estern Asia, and migrates in winter to Africa north of 
the equator and South-western Asia. It is common at that 
season in Karachi Harbour, the only locality in the Indian Empire 
at which it has been found. In Eastern Asia an allied species or 
subspecies, L. nover-zealandvr, occurs, distinguished by its dusky 
lower back and rump, of which the feathers are blackish with 
w bite edges, and by its longer bill. This bird breeds in Alaska 
and Eastern Siberia and ranges in wdnter through China, Japan, 
and the Malay Archipelago, to Australia, Po]3’nesia, and New 
Zealand. One specimen was obtained at Singapore by Davison, 
but none has hitherto been procured in Burma. 

Mahits, Sfc. Very similar to those of L. hekjica ; but the present 
bird does not collect in as large flocks, and is generally found in 
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winter associating with other waders. It is almost exclusively a 
coast bird, feeding on small Crustacea, annelida, and raollusca, and 
its tlesh ia inferior to that of the Black-tailed Grodwit. 

Genus MACRO RH AMP HUS, Leach, 1816. 

Bill like that of a Snipe, long, straight, slender ; both mandibles 
broader towards the end and pitted; the upper mandible grooved 
above near the end, and both mandibles grooved at the side ; 
nostrils near the base. Wing long and pointed, 1st quill longest, 
2nd subeqiuil ; tail of moderate length. Tarsus sliortor tlian bill, 
lower part transversely shielded in front (and in one species, M, 
grisfMS, behind) ; hind toe well developed, anterior toes webbed 
near base, the web between the outer and middle toes the larger, 
yummer plumage rufous, winter plnniage grey as in Godwits. 

Two speeivis are known, one American, the other an occasional 
winter visitor to India and Burma. 

1458. Macrorhamplms semipalmatus. The Snife-hUled GodtvH. 

MacrorliaiDphiis soinipaliiiatus, Jerdon^ Bhjtli^ J. A. S. B. xvii, p. 252 
(1848) ; id. Cat, p. 271 ; Jerdan^ B. I. iii, p. 670 ; llame^ S. F, vii, 
p. 484. 

Pseudoscolopax somipalmatas, BUjtIh B A. fS. B, xxviii, p. 280; id, 
IbiSf 1867, p. 167 ; Hume, Cat, no. 874; id. Marsh. Game B, 
iii, ]). 605, pi. ; Oates, S, F, x, p. 239; id. B. B. ii, p. 408. 

Micropahuiia tackzanowskia, Verreau,Vy lleo. et Mag. Zool. 1860, 
p. 206, pi. xiv. 

Macrorhaiiiph iis taezanowskii, Sharpe, Cat, B, M. xxiv, p. 4C0. 

Coloration in winter. Upper plumage brown, with whitish edges 
to feathers ; broad whitish supercilia ; forehead and lores dark ; 
quills dark brown, mottled with white on inner margin ; inner 
primaries and all secondaries more or less bordered with white ; 
rump and upper tail-coverts white, with irregular arrowhead-shaped 
bars of brown ; tail-feathers more regularly barred brown and 
white ; lower parts white ; sides of bead, chin, throat, fore neck, 
and upper breast streaked with brown, sometimes forming wavy 
bands ; axillaries, flanks, and under tail-coverts irregularly spotted 
and barred witli brown. 

In summer the upper parts are described as bright rufous with 
brown streaks and spots and the lower parls uniform rufous. 

Bill black, plumbeous at the base ; irides dark brown ; legs and 
feet dark plumbeous (Oates), 

Leugth 13*25 ; tail 2*5 ; wing 7 ; tarsus 2 ; bill from gape 2*9 to 
3*25. 

Distribution, This rare bird breeds somewhere in Siberia, its 
breeding-haunts being, however, unknown, and a very few indi- 
viduals have been obtained in Mongolia, China, and Japan. One 
specimen was procured by Jerdon in Madras, one by Blyth and 
three by Hume in Calcutta, brought from the neighbourhood, two 
were shot by Oates at Kyeikpadein in Pegu, and one by Colonel 
McMaster at Bangoon, all in the cold season. Lately Captain 

TOL. IT, ' 8 
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St. Leffer Wood (Asian, 22 ikI Feb. 1895, p. 377) writes that h€i 
has killed an individual at Ttaipur. 

Habits, jS^ob known, but the bird is doubtless a feeder on 
worms or small Crustacea burrowing in mud. So far as is known 
no Indian specimen, except perhaps Jerdon’s, has been obtained 
on the sea-coast. 

Genus TEREKIA, Bonap., 1838. 

This generic type is in some respects intermediate between 
Limosa and Totanus, but differs from both in having the bill nearly 
twice as long as the tarsus. In its habits and eggs it is a Sand- 
piper, not a Godwit, and its breeding-plumage differs but little 
from its winter dress. 

The bill is distinctly curved upwards, rather wide at the base ; 
the upper mandible slight bent downwards at the tip; lower 
mandible but slightly grooved. AVh'ngs long, 1st quill longest; 
tail moderate, nt^arly even. Tarsus scutulated, short, but longer 
than the middle toe and claw ; anterior toes slightly webbed ; middle 
claw dilated, not pectinated. 

A single species. 

1459. Terekia cinerea. The Terelc Sandj^njur or Avocet Sandpiper, 

Scolopax cinerea, GUhlenstiidt, Nov, Com. Petrop. xix, p. 473, ph 19 
(1774). 

Scolopax terek, Lath. Ind. Orn. ii, p. r24 (171)0). 

Xeniis cinereiis, Kaupj Natiirl. Si/sL ]). 115; Ph/th Wald. Birds 
Burm. p, 155. 

Terekia cinerea, G. R. Gray, List Geri. B. 2nd od. 1841, p. 88 ; Blyfk, 
Cat. p. 207 ; Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. (>82; Hume, S. F. i, p. 287 ; ii, 
p. 200; Ball, S. F, iv, p. 280; Armstrong, ibid. ]). 841; Hume 
I)av. S. F. vi, p. 400; Hume, S. F. vii, j). 48(> ; id. Cat, no. 870 ; 
Legye, Birds Ceyl. p. 880; Simson, Ibis, 1882, p. 02 ; Oates, B. B. 
ii, p. 407 ; Baimes, Birds Bom. p. 351 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, 
p. 474. 

Totaims terekius, Seehohm, Charmlr. p. 8C9, 

Coloration. Forehead and siipercilia, not extending behind the 
eyes, white; lores browm ; wdiole upper i)lumage, including rump 
and upper tail-coverts, greyish brown, with dark shaft-stripes ; 
lesser coverts and all outer coverts, with the primaries, blackish ; 
secondaries brown, broadly tipped and bordered wdth white ; tail- 
feathers colourc/d like the back, the outer rectrices more or less 
mottled with white ; lower parts white, cheeks, sides of neck, fore 
neck, and sides of breast more or less sullied and streaked with 
brown ; axillaries w hite. 

In summer broader black shaft-stripes are developed, especially 
on the scapulars ; tlie sides of head and neck and the breast are 
distinctly striated with brown. 

Bill blackish brown, orange-yellow at base ; irides brown ; legs 
and feet orange-yellow {Legge). 

Length 9*5; tail 2-2; wing 5 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from gape about 2. 
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Distribution, The breedino; home of this species is in North- 
eastern Europe and Northern Siberia; its winter quarters in 
Eastern Africa, Southern Asia, and Australia. It is found on the 
sea-coasts of the whole Indian Empire at that season, but is only 
common locally. 

ffahitSy 4^c, in India the Avocet Sandpiper is almost confined to 
the sea-coast and the shores of backwaters and tidal estuaries, 
where it occurs in small parties. It swims well. Ball killed a 
male in winter garb on the Orissa coast in May, but Hume 
found that at Karachi in February a few birds had bt\guu to assume 
the summer plumage. 

G-enus TOTANTJS, Becbstein, 1 803. 

Bill long, slender, straight or slightly curved upwards ; both 
mandibles distinctly grooved at each side ; tip of upper mandiblo 
bard and bent down. Wings long, pointed; 1st quill longest; 
tertiaries long; tail moderate, slightly rounded. Legs and feet 
variable; the tarsus always scutulated in front and behind, generally 
of nearly the same length as the bill, but occasionally slightly 
longer and more frequently a little shorter. Hind toe present ; 
anterior toes united by web, which is in some species rudimentary 
between the middle and inner toes. 

Owing to differences in the relative and absolute length of the 
bill and tarsi, and in the development of the web between the 2nd 
and 3rd toes, the s])ecies here brought together are often distributed 
into several genera. Amongst the more important distinctions 
are those of T. fusens^ which has a remarkable dark breeding 
plumage, the other species not showing any great change in their 
summer garb ; T. stac/natilis,, in wliich the tarsus is considerably 
longer than the bill ; T, (jlottis and T, ocliropus, with a single emar- 
gination on each side of the sternum instead of two, the latter, 
moreover, having a peculiar parasitic uidifi cation ; and T, calidris 
and T, guttifer, in which the web between the 2nd and 3rd toes is 
well developed. As here regarded, the genus Totanm is generally 
distributed and contains eight Indian species. 

Keg to the Sjudes, 

a. Bill straight, not curved upwards. 
a’. Small forms ; wing uot exceeding 5 ; legs 


olive or green. 

a". No white on rump T, hgpolermis, p. 260. 

b*'. Rump white T, glareola, p. 261. 

h\ W^ing betweeu 5 and 6 ; k^gs olive or gi’een. 

c". Low^er back brown ; tarsus shorter than bill. T, ochropus, p. 2G2. 
d\ Lower back white ; tarsus longer than bill. T, stagnatiliH, p. 263. 
c\ Wing over 6 ; legs red. 

Secondary quills all white T. calidris^ p. 264. 

f\ Secondary quills barred brown and white 1\ fuscus, p. 265. 

Bill slightly curved upwards ; wing over 6. 

Tarsqs 2*5 ; legs yellowish green T, glottis^ p. 266. 

Tarsus 1'75 ; legs dull yellow ; T, guttifer j p. 267, 

s2 
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1460. Totanus liypolCECUS. The Common Sand^ij^er, 

Tringa l) 3 ^poleucos, Linn. Si/st. Nat. i, p. 2*50 (1766). 

Actitis li^ poleucns, ///iV/ffr, Prod. p. 202; Blyth, Cat. p. 267 ; Jerdon, 
B. 1. iii, p. 699 ; Bhjth, Ibis, 1867, p. 161) ; Stoliczka^ J. A. S. B. 
xli, pt. 2, p. 256 ; Hume (if llenders. Lah. to Yark. p. 289 ; Walden, 
Ifm, 1876, p. 617 ; Butler, S. F. iv, p. 18, v, p. 233 ; Ball, 8, F. 
vii, p. 228. 

Total! us hvpoleucus, Temm. Man. TOrn. p. 424 ; Brooks, J. A. S. B. 
xli, pt. 2, p. 86 ; Binyham, S. F. ix, p. 197 ; 8eeboh/n, Charadr. 
p. 371. 

Triiigoides hypoloucus, Sayyio Disfr. Moth. p. 58; Hume, 
N. F. ]). 588 ; id. S. F. i, p. 247 ; Adam, ibid. p. 397 ; Ihime, 
8. F. ii, p. 299 ; Armstrong, S. F. iv, p. 344 ; Hume, ibid. p. 465 ; 
Hume kS' Dan, 8. F. vi, pp. 463, 521 ; Hume, Cat. no. 893 ; Scully, 
8. F. viii, p. 358 ; Leyye, Birds Ceyl. p, 8(57 ; Vidal, 8. F. ix, p. 86 ; 
I)oiy,ibid.-\). '2H'2 ; Butler, p. 430 ; Hiddulph, lbiH,\HS\,^. 97, 
1882, p. 289; Scully, Jbi.s, 1881, p. 589; Beid, 8. F. x, p. 71 ; 
iJarisvn, ibid. j). 414 ; Oate.'i, B. B. ii, ]). 399 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. 
p. 359; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 324; St.John, Ibis, 1880, p. 177; 
Oates in Hume's N. Sr F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 352 ; Sharpe, Yark. Miss., 
Ares, p. 141 ; id. Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 456. 

Potti ulanka, Tel.; Kotan, Tam. (Ceylon). 

Coloration in winter. Whole upper parts, including rump, upper 
tail-coverts ami tail brown wdth a divstinct olive tinge, slightly 
glossy, the feathers dark-shafted, and those of the lower back and 
rump, the scapulars, tertiaries, wing-coverts, and middle tail- 
feathers with a subterminal dark bar and pale or whitish tip; edges 
of tertiaries and middle rectrices in fresh plumage spotted with 
black and biifi' alternately towards the end; bastard wing, prim ary - 
coverts, and primaries dark brown, the two former and all greater 
coverts tipped white ; part of inner webs of all primaries except 
the first w'hite ; secondaries white, with a broad subterminal brown 
band, disappearing partly or wTiolly on some of tlie inner quills ; 
outer tail-feathers banded dark browm and Avhite ; a broad but 
indistinct pale supercilium ; sides of head, of neck, and of breast 
ashy brown, streaked darker; lower parts including axillaries white; 
some narrow dark shaft-stripes on fore neck. 

In summer the upper parts are darker and less olive, with 
broader dark shaft-stripes and cross-bars, and the fore neck and 
breast are strongly striated with brown. 

Bill greyish brown, darker at tip and with a greenish tinge at 
base ; irides brown ; legs pale green {Oates). 

Length 8 ; tail 2*2 ; wing 4*25 ; tarsus *95 ; bill from gape 1*1. 

Distribution. Throughout the greater part of the Eastern 
Hemisphere, breeding in temperate regions and migrating in winter 
to S. Africa, 8. Asia, and Australia. This Sandpiper is common 
throughout India, Ceylon, and Burma in the cold season, less 
abundant in North India than T, ochrojnis, but much more so in 
Southern India, Ceylon, and Burma. It is very common around 
the Andaman Islands on tbe sea-shore. 

Mabit $9 4'c. Usually a solitary bird, found chiefly on the banks 
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of rivers and small streams, or of open ponds, or on the sea-shore, 
not generally in marshes. It breeds in Kashmir, and is said to 
have been found breeding on the Eastern Ndni in Sind, but this 
requires confirmation. The eggs, four in number, are buff with 
blackish specks and spots ; they measure about 1*41 by 1*06, and 
have been taken in Kashmir in May and June. 

1461. Totanus glareola. The Wood Sandpiper, 

Trlnga glareola, Omel. Si/st. Xat. i, p. 677 (178H). 

Totanus glareola, Tenim. Man. d'Orn. p. 4:^1 ; Jatnes, S. T. i, p. 421 ; 
Jlurne^ S. 1\ ii, p. 298; Anders. Yunnan J^xped..^ Ares, p. 678; 
Lexpje., IJirdH Oyl. p. 857 ; Scully^ J/jts, 1881, p. 5S9 ; Biddulph, 
Jbiii, 1882, ]). 288; i/a.s*, 1882, p. 121; Oafes, B. B. iij 

p. 401 ; Seehohm^ Ckarndr. p. .‘165 ; Bt. John., Ibis, 1889, ]>. 177. 

Rhyacoi)hilus glarerda, Kanp^ NaturL Byst. p. 140; Jiumo In ylls, 

B. F. V, p. 46 ; Hiarw JJav. B. I\ vi, pp. 462, 521 ; ('ripps, B, I\ 
vii, p. 606; Jlnnie, ibid. p. 488 ; id. Cat. no. 891 ; Mdal^ B. F. ix, 
p. 86 ; Btd/er, B. F. ix, ]>. 420 ; Be id, B. F. x, p. 70 ; I Jar id son ^ 
ibid, p. 621 ; Dnoison, ibid. p. 414; Jhirne,B. F.xi, p. 624; Sharpen 
Vat. H. M. xxiv, p. 491. 

A otitis glareola, Blyth, Cat. p. 267 ; Jerdon^ B. I. iii, p. 697 ; Btyth^ 
Ibis, 1867, p. 169; Godir.-Aust. J. A. B. B. xxxix, p. 276; 
Btoliezka, J. A, B. B. xli, pt. 2, ]>. 252 : Walden, Ihis, 1876, p. 617 ; 
Butler, B. F. iv, p. 17; v, p. 266 ; Armslrrmy, B. F. iv, p. 644; 
Ball, B. F. vii, p. 228; Biddulph, Ibis, l88l, p. 9() ; Barnes, Birds 
Bom. p. 657. 

The Bjtoffed Bandpij)er, I oiAon\ Chupka, Chobaha, Tuticari, 11.; Chinna 
tdanka, Tel. 



Fig. (*>().— Head of T.yUireola, j. 

Coloration in winter. Upper parts browm, featliers of the crown 
and hind neck witli pale greyish edges ; w^hite supercilia from the 
bill ; lores brown ; sides of head and neck paler, with dark streaks ; 
back, rump, scapulars, tertiaries, and wing-coverts spotted wdth 
dark brown and white, forming a border of alternating dark and pale 
spots on t he tertiaries ; smaller coverts, ])rimary-coverts, primaries, 
and secondaries dark brown, later primaries and secondaries with 
narrow white borders terminally ; upper tail-coverts w- bite ; median 
rectrices ashy brown wdth dark brown cross-bands, other rectrices 
barred browm and white, the brown bars disappearing on the outer 
tail-feathers ; fore neck and upper breast brovvnisli streaked with 
dark brown, rest of lower parts white ; axillaries barred with, 
brown. 
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In summer the markings above and below are better defined, the 
crown and hind neck are broadly streaked, the tertiaries barred, 
and the breast spotted. 

Bill greenish at the base, dusky black at tlie tip ; irides deep 
brown ; legs ])ale greenish (Jerdon), 

Length 8*5 ; tail 2 ; wing 4*8 ; tarsus 1'5 ; bill from gape 1*3. 
l>istributio7i. This Sandpiper breeds in Europe and JNorthern 
Asia, and passes the winter in Africa, Southern Asia, the Malay 
Archipelago, and Australia. It is common at that season throughout 
India, Ceylon, and Burma, arriving in August and leaving in May. 

JIahits, cj'c. On the Avhole this is the commonest and most 
abundant of the Sandpipers in India, and ivS found singly or in 
small flocks on the edges of marshes, around reedy tanks, or in 
paddy fields, as well as on the banks of rivei's, but it is chiefly a 
marsh bird. This and 2\ ocliropus are commonly called “ Snippets ” 
in India. 


1 462. Tetanus ochropus. The Green Sandpij)ei\ 

Triiiga ochropliiis, Lmn. Syst, Nat. i, p. 2o0 (3760). 

Totauus ochropus, Temm. Man. (VOrn, p. 41^0 ; A7iders. Ytinnan 
Nd'ped.y AeeSf p. 679; Hume, Cat. no. 892; Scully, S. F. viii, 
p. .‘^57 ; Leyye, liirds Ceyl. p. 81)2 ; Vidal, S. F. ix, p. 86 ; Butler, 
ibid. p. 460; Scully, Ihiis, 1881, p. 689; Be id, S. F. x, p. 71 ; 
Davison, ibid. p. 414; Swinhoe, Ibis, 1882, p. 122; Barnes, Birds 
Bom. p. .658 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 624 ; Seebohm, Charadr. p. 368 ; 
Sharpe, Yark. Mm., Ares, p. 141. 

llelodromRs ochropus, Kaup, Natiirl. Syst. p. 144 ; Oates, B. B. 
ii, p. 4(K) ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 4.‘17. 

Aclitis ochropus, Blyth, Cat. p. 267 : Jerdon, B. 1. iii, p. 608 ; 
Stoliezka, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 70 ; xli. pt. 2, p. 253 ; Butler, 
S. F. iv, p. 18 ; V, p. 233 ; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 228 ; Biddulpk, Ibis, 
1881, p. 96. 

Totuiius ochrophus, Hume, S. F. i, p. 247 ; Adam, ibid. p. 396 ; Htime 
43)' Dav. S. F vi, p. 462 ; Crtjps, S. F. vii, p. 303. 

Nella ulanka, Tol. 

Coloration in winter. Crown and hind neck brown with an ashy 
tinge, lores the same with a white band above them ; back, scapulars, 
tertiaries, and inner wdiig-coverts browai with an olive tinge, each 
feather edged wuth alternating w'hitish and dark spots ; outer wing- 
coverts, primaries, and secondaries darker brown, without markings ; 
rump brown ; upper tail-coverts and base of tail w hite ; remainder 
of tail broadly barred with dark brown, the bars disappearing on 
the outer rectrices ; low'er parts white ; sides of neck, fore neck, 
and upper breast with narrow brown streaks, the upper breast 
sometimes brownish throughout; under wing-coverts and axiilarics 
brown, with narrow white bars. 

In summer the feathers of the crowTi and hind neck have white 
ed^s ; the back, scapulars, and tertiaries are spotted with buff or 
white ; and the brown streaks on the sides of the face, fore neck* 
and upper breast are very broad and distinct. 

Bill dusky greeix, blackish at the tip ; irides brown ; legs dingy 
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green (Jerdon). There is only one notch on each side in the 
posterior margin ofc* the sternum. 

Length 9*5 ; tail 2*3 ; wing 5*75 ; tarsus 1’3 ; bill from gape 1*5. 

Distribution^ Throughout Europe, Africa, and Asia, breeding in 
the North and migrating in winter to Africa, Southern Asia, and 
the Malay Archipelago. Common in the cold season throughout 
Northern India, but less abundant in the South, in Ceylon, and in 
Burma. 

Habits^ 4‘o. The Grreen Sandpiper is generally solitary in India, 
and in the North may be found by almost every marsh, taiiii, or 
river, even in rice-lields, and about pools in streams. It arrives 
in Northern India sometimes as early as the latter half of July 
and does not lea\'e till the middle of May. It is a wary bird, and 
utters a shrill piping note when flying off on being disturbed. The 
niditicatioji is ])eculiar, for this Sandpiper lays four eggs of the 
usual character in the^ deserted nest of a Thrush, Blackbird, Jay, 
or even of a Squirrel. 

1463. Totanus stagnatilis. The Marsh Sandjn^^er or Little 
Greenshank, 

Totanus stajinatilis, Beckst. Orn. Taschenb, pt. 2, p. 292, pi. (1803) ; 
Bhjthy Cut, p. 2Gi) ; Irby^ Ibis, 1861, p. 239; Jerdon, B, I. iii, 
p. 701 ; Adam, iS. F, ii, ]). 338 ; Bh/fh Jl'ald, Birds Burm, p. ir>o ; 
Butler, Id. F. iv, p. 18 ; v, p. 233 ; Fairbank, ibid. p. 263 ; uirmstrmuj, 
ilnd. p. 348 ; JIume cV Due. id. F. vi, p. 463 ; Daoidson Wenden, 
S. F. vii, p. 89 ; JIume, ibid. p. 488 ; id. Cat. no. 895 ; Leyge, 
Birds Ceyl. p. 844 ; Butler, S. F, ix, p. 430; Reid, id. x, p. 71 ; 
Davidson, ibid. p. 321 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 403 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. 
]). 359; JIume, S. F. xi, p. 325; ideebohm, Charadr. p. 357; 
Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 422. 

Chota gotra, Beng. 

Coloration in winter. Forehead, lores, cheeks, and whole lower 
plumage, including axillaries, also lower back and rump, white ; 
sides of head behind eye and of neck streaked with brown ; crown 
and hind neck greyish brown, with darker centres to feathers ; 
upper back, scapulars, and tertiaries brown, with dark shafts and 
narrow whitish edges ; wing-coverts and primaries darker brown ; 
secondaries less dark ; greater coverts, secondaries, and later 
primaries with narrow white edges ; inner edges of quills mottled 
with white ; upper tail-coverts white, with a few brow n bars ; 
tail-feathers white, middle pair and outer webs of others tinged 
with ashy brown, and all more or less irregularly barred with 
darker brow n ; the bars disappearing in older birds. 

In summer the feathers of the upper parts have marked dark 
centres, which form couspicuous angulate spots on the back and 
“herring-bone markings on the tertiaries ; the general colour of 
the upper parts is sandy grey ; the fore neck and upper breast are 
spotted with brown, and the flanks irregularly barred. 

Bill dark brown, greenish at the base beneath; irides hazel- 
brown; legs and feet bluish green {Leg(je)» 
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Length 10 ; tail 2*3 ; wing 5*5 ; tarsus 2 ; bill from gape 1*7* 

Distribution. The breeding area of this species extends from 
South-eastern France, through South Eussia and Central Asia, to 
Southern Siberia. In winter T, Ha//na tills ranges throughout 
Africa, Southern Asia, the Malay Archipelago, and Australia. 
It is locally distributed in India and Burma. at that season, but is 
abundant in Ceylon. 

Habits, ffr. Hie Marsh Sandpiper, as its name implies, is rather 
a bird of inland marshes and freshwater pools than of the mud- 
flats and sandbanks of estuaries and the sea-coast, though it is 
fouud in all. It is generally met Avith in small flocks, sometimes 
singl 3 % and is an active, vivacious, noisy little bird. 

14()4. Totanus calidris. The lledshanTc. 

Scolopax cabdris, Syst. Hat. i, p, 24-') (17f>n). 

Totanus calidris, liechst. Orn. Taseheah. pt. 2, p. 284 Blyih, Cat, 
p. 2()l) ; Irhy., Ibis, 18(:)l,p. 2^9 ; Jerdon, B. /. iii, ]). 702 ; ktoliczlccLy 
J. A. S. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 2r)d; Jhwte, aV. 7’. i, p. 248; Adam, ibid. 
p. /f97 ; llmne, iS. B, ii, p. 2t>9; Adam, ibid. p. .440 ; Blyth 4* Wald. 
Birds Binm). p. 155 ; Butler, S. B. iv, p. 18 ; t, p. 234 ; Arynsirony , 
ibid. p. 348 ; Hume 4’ Dav. S. B. vi, p. 4(>4 ; Cripps, S. B. vii, p. 304 ; 
Hume, ibid. p. 488 j id. Cat. no. 81b ; Leyye, Birds Ceyl. p. 852 ; 
Vidal, S. B. ix, p. 8t); Butler, ibid. p. 430; Soidly, Jbis, 1881, 
p. 589; Beid. IS. B. x, p. 71 ; Davids. ifyuL\>. 321 ; Taylor, ibid. 
p. 40() ; Blddulph, Ibis, 1882, p. 289; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 404; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 300; itnme^ K B. xi, p. 325; Seehohm, 
Charadr. p. 353 ; St. Jolm, Bois, 188ibp. 177 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. 
xxiv, p, 414. 

Cliota hatdn, IL ; Mali hotan, Tam.; Maha watima, Cing. 

Coloration in winter. Upper parts brown, more or less tinged 
with ashy ; scapulars and tertiaries pale, edged with small blackish 
spots at regular intervals ; wing-coverts with Avliite edges broken 
by blacki.sh spots ; lores brow’ii like the forehead ; supercilia from 
the bill white : sides of face Avbite, streaked with brown ; bastard 
wing, primary-coverts, and primaries dark brown ; inner margin 
of primaries mottled with white ; inner primaries largely, and 
secondaries entirely Avhite ; lower back and rump w hite ; upper 
tail-coverts and tail barred brown and w^hite ; middle tail-feathers 
barred dark and light brown ; lower parts w’hite ; sides of neck, 
fore neck, and upper breast streaked -with brown ; a few streaks 
on the flanks and lower tail-coverts. 

Young birds have reddish-browui edges to the feathers of the 
upper parts and fulvous markings on the wing-coverts and tertiaries ; 
there are also brown spots on the fore neck and breast, and bars 
on the flanks. 

In summer the upper plumage becomes brown mixed with 
]’iifous, and with dark browm streaks, that become shaft-stripes 
Avith oblique bars on each side on the scapulars and tertiaries ; 
the lower plumage is spotted with brown, especially on the breast. 
Bill black ; base of upper mandible reddish ; irides brown ; legs 
and feet orange-red. 
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Length 11 ; tail 2*4 ; wing 6*25 ; tarsus 1*9 ; bill from gape 1*9. 

Dkirihutlon, The Redshank breeds throughout the greater part 
oE Europe and in Central Asia from Asia Minor to (S.E. Siberia, 
and in winter migrates to Africa, Southern Asia, and the Malayan 
Archipelago. It is found commonly in the cold season in suitable 
parts of India, Ceylon, and Burma, especially near the sea-coast 
and in marshy ])art8 of tlie plains traversed by the great rivers. 

Habits^ This species is found singly or in small or large 
flocks ; it is ^'ery wary, and may be recognized by its loud call 
and by the white on its wings. 

1 465. Totaniis fuscus. The Spotted Redshanlc, 

S.-olopax fiisca, Linn. Syd. Nat. i, ]>. 243 (1766). 

To tan ns fn>iCLKs, liechst. Orn. Taaclumh. ])t. 2, p. 28(3; BJytk^ Cat, 
}). 266 ; Jerdun^ B. I. iii, p. 702 ; Stoliczka, J. A. S. B. xli, pt, 2, 
p. 253; llume^ *S'. F. i, p. 248; Adam., ibid. p. 397 ; Butler^ S. F, 
IV, p. J8; V,]). 233; Cockbarn, S. F. iv, p. 509; Hume Dav, 
S. F. \ i, p. 4 (j3 ; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 229 ; Hume, Cat. no. 896 ; 
Lejyc, Birds Ceyl. p. 848; Biddulph, Ibis, 1881, p. 97; Iteid, 
S. F. X, p. 7J ; Macyreyor, ibid. p. 441 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 405; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. ]). 360; Seebohm, Charndr, p. 351; Isharpe, 
Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 409. 

Batdn, Gaini, Surma, 11. ; Yerra knl ulanka, Tel. 

Coloration in winter. ISTarrow forehead, crown, hind neck, and 
back ashy brown ; lores darker ; a small black spot in front of the 
eye ; supercilia from base of bill white ; wing-coverts, scapulars, 
and tertiaries like back, but bordered with black and white, the 
latter outside ; on the greater coverts, scapulars, and tertiaries 
the white border is broken and alternates with black spots at 
regular intervals ; bastard wing, primary-coverts, and primaries 
dark brown ; inner bordtirs of primaries mottled with white ; later 
primaries and secondaries imperfectly barred white and brown ; 
lower back and rump white ; upper tail-covert s barred black and 
white; tail ashy brown, incompletely barred with white and dark 
brown on both edges ; lower plumage white ; fore neck, sides of 
neck, and upper breast indistinctly spotted and mottled with 
brown, and flanks tinged with dusky and barred. 

Young birds have more w’hito edges and spots on the upper 
parts, and the lower parts are broadly barred with dull brown. 

In summer tlie whole plumage becomes partly by a moult, partly 
by change of colour, dusky, and white spots appear on the edges of 
the blackish back -feathers ; the head, neck, and lower parts are 
dark sooty-grey. 

Bill very dark brown ; basal half of lower mandible dusky red ; 
irides brovim; legs and feet orange-red (Oates), Legs dark red in 
breeding-plumage. 

Length 13 ; tail 2*5 ; wing 6*75 ; tarsus 2*3 ; bill from gape 2*5, 

Distribution, The Spotted Redshank breeds north of the retie 
circle in Europe and Asia, and in winter migrates to the countries 
around the Mediterranean and to Southern Asia. It is common 
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from September till May in well- watered parts of Northern India ; 
rare in Southern India, Ceylon, and Burma. 

Habits^ ^c. This bird oceurs singly or in flocks, sometimes large, 
about marshes, tanks, and rivers, wading in shallow open water. 
It swims well. Before leaving India it assumes the breeding- 
plumage. 


14()6. Totanus glottis. The Oreenshanh, 

Scolopax glottis a7id S. totanus, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 24-5 (1706). 

vScolupax canescena, Gmel. tSysf. Nat. i, p. 008 (1788). 

Totanus glottis, Bechst. Oni. Taschenh. pt. 2, p. 287 (1803) ; Blyth, 
Cat. p. 205; Jei'doriy B. I. in, p. 700; Blyth^ liisy 1807, p. 109; 
Kiny, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 217 ; Godic.-Aust. J. A. S. B. 
xxxix, pt. 2, J). 274; iSfoHczkiiy J. A. jS. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 253; 
Batter., S. F. iv, p. 18 ; v, p. 233 ; Hume J)av. S. F. vi, p. 403 ; 
Ball^ is. F. vii, p. 229 ; Cripps^ ibid. p. 304 ; ILnne., Cat. no. 894 ; 
Scully., S. F. viii, p. 358 ; Leyyv^ Birds Ceyl. p. 840 ; Vidal, S. F. 
ix, p. 80; Butler, ibid. p. 430 ; Biddidph, Ibis, 1881, p. 97 ; ScuUy^ 
ibid. p. 589; lieid, S. F. x, p. 71 ; Ikwidsoyi, ibid. p. 321 ; Hume, 
ibid. p. 414 ; Barnes, Birds Botn. p. 359 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 325 ; 
Seebohn, Charadr. p. 355. 

Totanus canesceiis, Hume, S. F. i, p. 247 ; Adam, ibid. p. 397 ; 
Hmne, S. F. ii, p. 209; yirmstrony, S. F. iv, p. 344 ; IHime, ib.d. 
p. 4(>5 ; St. John, Ibis, 1889, p. 177 ; Anders. Yunnan Fvpcd., Aves, 
p. 077 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p, 402. 

Glottis nebularius [Gunner.), Sharpe, Cat, B, M. xxiv, p. 481. 

Tantanna, Timtinima, II. ; Gotra, Beng. ; Feria kotan,Vfim. ) Maha 
oliya, Ciiig. 

Coloration in winter. Porebead, supercilia, sides of head before 
eye, cheeks, and whole lower plumage white ; the axillaries spar- 
ijigly barred with brown ; a few dark brown spots on the lores 
in front ; crown, hind neck, and sides of neck, including the ear- 
coverts and postorbital area, blackish brown, with broad uhite 
edges, broadest on the sinciput ; back, scapulars and tertiaries, 
median and greater coverts ashy brown, edged with black and 
white and dark-shafted ; on the back and coverts there is a more 
or less distinct inside blackish and outside whitish border; on the 
scapulars, tertiaries, and under wing-coverts tlie border consists 
of alternating dark and light spots ; smaller and outer coverts 
darker and more uniform ; winglet, primary-coverts, and primaries 
blackish, the later primaries narrowly edged with white; secondaries 
ashy brown, with dark brown inside and white outside border ; 
lower back, rump, and tail white ; middle rect rices irregularly 
banded with dark brown, outer rectrices with traces of cross-bands. 
Many birds, in winter plumage, have the middle tail-feathers partly 
or wholly ashy brown. 

In summer the head throughout, sometimes even including the 
chin, is streaked with brown ; the feathers of the back and the 
scapulars have broad black centres; the fore neck and sides of 
the breast are spotted with dark brown, and there are a few spots 
on the middle of the breast. 
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Bill dark olive-brown, darker at the tip ; irides brown ; legs 
yellowish green (Oates), 

Length 14; tail 3*25; wing 7*5; tarsus 2*5; bill from gape 2*5. 

Distribution, Throughout the Eastern Hemisphere, breeding in 
Northern Europe and Northern Asia, and wintering in China, 
B. Asia, and Australia. Common in well-watered parts of Nortljern 
India in winter, and generally distributed throughout India, Ceylon, 
and Burma at that season in suitable localities. 

Habits, The Greenshaiik frequents the edges of rivers and 
tanks, of estuaries and the sea, and sometimes of marshes, in small 
or large flocks. It has a shrill trisyllabic call, usually uttered 
when it rises. Eor the table the Greenshank is the best of the 
Sandpipers. 

1467. TotamiS guttifer. Armstrong's Sandpiper, 

Totanus guttifer, Nordmnn in Ennayis Reise u. d. Erdc, Naturh, 
Atlas, p. 17 (1835) ; Seebohm, Charadr, p. 354. 

Totaiuis haughtoni, Armstrong, S. F. iv, p. 344 (1876) ; Hume, ibuL 
p. 314 ; Ilume Dav, S, F, vi, p. 463 ; Harting, Ibis, 18S3, p. 133, 
pL iv ; Oates, B, B, ii, p. 406. 

Pseadototanus haughtoni, Hume, S. F. vii, p. 488 ; id. Cat. no. 804 
his ; Hume ^ Marsh. Game B. iii, p. 403, pi. 

Pseudoglottis guttifer, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 479. 

Coloration in winter. Forehead, sides of head as far back as eyes, 
supcrcilia, and lower parts, with axillaries and vving-liiiing, white ; 
lores finely speckled brown ; sides of face behind eyes and of lUick 
streaked; upper parts almost uniform ashy brown, with faint 
shaft-streaks ; wing-coverts darker ; bastard wing, primary-coverts, 
and primaries blackish ; secondaries ashy grey on outer webs, 
chiefly white on inner ; lower back and rump white ; upper tail- 
coverts the same, but with a few scattered brown angulate bars ; 
tail pale ashy, mixed with white on outer feathers, all bordered 
with white. 

The summer plumage is much darker above, chiefly blackisli 
brown, with a few white spots on the edges of the scapulars ; 
scattered dark spots occur on the fore neck and breast. 

Bill dusky, tipped black, yellow near the base ; irides dark 
brown ; legs and foet dull ochreous yellow or greenish ochreous 
(Armstrong), 

Length 13 ; tail 2*6 ; wing 7 ; tarsus 1*75; bill from gape 2*4. 

Distribution. This Sandpiper breeds in North-eastern Asia, and 
has been obtained in winter at the mouth of the Eangoon river by 
Armstrong, in the Calcutta bazaar by Hume, and in Hainan by 
Styan. 

Habits, Armstrong found this species in small parties of from 
three to five on sand and mud flats near the sea, associating with 
other waders. 
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Genus PAVONCELLA, Leach, 1816. 

Bill moderately long, flexible, almost straight ; both mandibles 
grooved, the upper almost to the tip ; nostrils linear, close to the 
base. Wing long, pointed, Ist quill longest ; tertiaries elongate; 
tail inoderate, rounded. Tarsus longer than the bill from gape, 
transversely shielded in front and behind ; hind toe moderate, 
outer and middle toes connected by a short web. 

Tim above characters are insufficient for generic distinction, but 
the circumstances that the male is always larger than the female, 
and that at the breeding- season he assumes an entirely distinct 
]>lumage from that worn by the hen, varying in coloration to an 
extent unequalled in any other species of bird, witli a ruff of long 
feathers extending from the nape down each side of the neck to 
t he breast, afford ample grounds for placing tlie Buff‘ in a peculiar 
genus, lie is polygamous, and some of his habits at the breeding- 
season resemble tliose of polygamous GaUin<T, 

1468. Pavoncella pngnax. TJie. Itvff and lieeve, ■ 

Tringa pugimx, Limi, Sy4. Nat. i, p. 247 (1766). 

Pavoncella piignnx, Learh^ Syst, Cat. j&. p. 29 (1816) ; /S'/zrn’nc, 
Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. oOO. 

Machetes pngnax, Cai\ Ileyne An.\^ i^. (1817); Hame Dav. 

S. F. vi, p. 4()0 ; Davids. <5f* Wead. S, F. vii, j). 89 ; llarne^ ibid. 
})p. 97, 487 ; id. Cat. no. 880; Scully j S. F. viii, p. 6o7 ; Leyyc., 
Birds Ceyl. p. 873 : Yidal, S\ F. ix, p. 85 ; Butler^ ihid. p. 429 ; 
Biddulph, Ibisy 1881, p. 96 ; Sadly, dnd. p. 588 ; Brid, S. F. x, 
p. 70 ; Davidson, ibid. p. 321 ; Biddulph, Ibis, 1882, p. 287 ; Oates, 
B. B. ii, p. 396 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 323 ; St. John, Ibis, 1889, 
p. 177. 

Phiioniaclius pngnax, G. R. Gray, List Gen. Birds, 2nd ed. 1841, 
p. 89; Blyf.h. Cat. p. 270 ; Irby, Ibis, 1861, p. 241 : Jerdon, B. I. 
lii, p. 687 ; Blanf. J. A. S. B. xl, pt. 2, p, 276 ; Stolivzka, J. A. S. B. 
xli, pt. 2, p. 252 ; Hume, S. F. i, p. 239 ; Adam, ibid. p. 396 ; 
Blyih Wald. Birds Burnt, p. 156; Butler, S. F. iv, p. 17; v, 
pp. 224, 233 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 352. 

Oeh-ivala, II. 



Fig. Gl. — Head of P. pugnax. 


Coloration, Both sexes in winter generally have the forehead, 
lores, and the cheeks white or whitish, often speckled ; sides of 
head and neck indistinctly speckled with brown ; upper parts, 
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including the rump and upper tail-coverts, greyish brown ; the 
feathers with dark centres and pale edges ; greater wing- coverts 
tipped white ; primary-coverts, piimaries, and secondaries very 
dark greyish brown, the secondaries with white borders and sonio 
white on the inner webs ; sides of rump wdiite ; tail brown like 
the back ; lower parts, including axillaries, white ; the fore neck 
and upper breast tinged with brown, to a varying extent, from the 
feathers having ashy-brown bases. 

A^ery often birds in winter retain traces of the summer plumage, 
and the feathers, especially the tertiaries, commence to change 
colour and assume the variegated tints of the nuptial season at 
times as early as iTanuary. 

In breeding-dress, acquired partially by moult, the male has tlie 
sides of the face and part of the crown covered with yellow 
tubercles, and develops a ruff of long feathers and occipital tufts. 
Scarcely any two birds are coloured alike : the head, throat, and 
breast, w ith th(^ ruif, are either white, black with a purple or green 
gloss, chestnut or orange-bulf, or any conjbination of these colours 
ill tlie form of patches, spots, or bars. The back, scapulars, and 
inner wing-coverts are variegated with the same tints, and the 
tertiaries are barred or mottled tow^ards the ends. 

Females in summer have the feathers of the upper parts blackish 
with sandy-bufl; borders, the tertiaries usually with mottled buff 
and black bars ; feathers of the fore neck and upper neck with 
buff edges and blackish centres, giving a patchy appearance to the 
region. 

Young birds in autumn closely resemble females in summer 
dress, except that the tertiaries are not barred and that the lower 
parts are mostly isabelline-buff, only the abdomen and under tail- 
coverts being white. 

There appear to be two moults of the body-feathers in the year, 
but it is not quite clear that the quills are renewed, except at the 
autumn moult. Birds have been taken in North India at the end 
of June that had already almost dropped their summer i>]umage 
and partly assumed the winter dress. 

Bill dark browm, paler at the gape : irides brown ; legs and feet 
fleshy yellow to yellowish browm in adults, olive-green to leaden 
grey in the young. 

Length of male about 12; tail 2*75; wing 7*3; tarsus 1*9; 
bill from gape 1*5. Length of female 10; tail 2*25; wing 6; 
tarsus 1*75; bill 1*4. 

Distnlnition. This bird breeds in the northern temperate zone 
throughout Europe and Asia, and migrates in winter to Africa and 
Southern Asia, but is rare east of India. In the cold season it is 
common in Northern India, but rare in the South, in Ceylon, and 
generally in Assam and Burma, though Oates found it tolerably 
abundant about the mouth of the Sittang Biver. 

BahH^y Ill India the Ruff is chiefly met with inland in 
flocks on the borders of tanks and marshes, and in damp grass- 
land, but it is also found about creeks and estuaries in places^ 
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These birds feed on insects, Crustacea, worms, &c., and also on rice 
and other grain, and when in good condition are excellent eating. 
They arrive in India as a rule about September, but some come 
much earlier, and they leave in April, having partially assumed 
the sumrafT garb. They breed in June, and at this time the males 
assemble on small selected dry spots in a marsh, where they fight 
and show ofiF. The eggs, usually four in number, resemble those 
of a Snipe, but are larger. 


Genus CALIDEIS, Cuvier, 1800. 

The Sanderling resemldes Trimja in almost all respects, but is 
gerierically distinguished by the absence of a hind toe. There is 
a single species only, 

1409. Calidris arenaria. The Sanderling. 

Tringa arenaria, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 251 (1766) ; Seehohn. Charadr, 
p. 481. 

(hilidris arenaria, Illiper^ Prod. p. 249; PJyth^ Cat. p. 270; Jordon, 
B. 1. iii, p. 094 ; Ilnmey S. F. i, p. 244; Le Messurier^ S. F. iii, 
p. 381 ; Blanf. Fast. Pers. ii, p. 283 ; A?'Vistro7ty, iS. F. iv', p, 343 ; 
Hume, ibid. pp. 465, 490 ; id. Cat. no. 888 ; Leyye, Birdie Ceyl, 
]). 1220 ; Vidal, S. F. ix, p. 85; Oaten, B. B. ii, p. 398; Bames, 
Birds Bom, p. 356 ; Sbnrpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 526. 

Coloration in winter. Forehead, lores, face, and whole under 
plumage, including axillaries, white ; upper plumage light brownish 
grey, the feathers with dark shafts and pale edges ; greater coverts 
blackish brown, with broad white ends ; smaller coverts and all 
outer coverts, primaries, and secondaries blackish brown ; inner 
webs of all quills towards base and basal portion of outer web of 
inner primaries white ; all shafts of quills pure white ; rump 
coloured like back in the middle, white at the sides ; middle upper 
tail-coverts dark brown ; tail-feathers greyish browm, middle pair 
blackish near tips, all more or less edged with white, and the outer 
rectrices wuth white inner webs except at the end. 

In summer the upper parts become blackislj with rufous edges 
to the feathers and rufous spots ; fore neck and breast rufous buff, 
with spots and imperfect bars of browm. 

Young birds have the upper parts blackish, the feathers of the 
crown and back with pale grey edges ; scapulars, tertiaries, and 
wdng-coverts w ith whitish broken borders, forming spots ; lower 
parts pure white. 

Bill black ; irides deep brown ; legs black (Jerdon) ; legs dusky 
grey ( Vidal). 

Length 7*5 ; tail 2 : wung 4*75 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape 1*1. 

Bistrihtition. Nearly cosmopolitan, breeding in the Arctic regions, 
and migrating to the South in winter ; at which season this bird 
is common on the coast of Sind and Baluchistan. It has also 
been recorded from several scattered localities in India and Burma, 
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always from the sea-shore, and once in each case from Ceylon and 
the Laccadives. 

Habits^ 4'c, The Sanderling has been found in India usually in 
small flocks, associating with other waders, especially species of 
JE(jialiiis and Triwja, 

Genus EURYNORHYNCHUS, Nilsson, 1821. 

This curious little genus is easily recognized by its remarkable 
bill, which is depressed throughout, and for nearly two-thirds of 
its length is not much broader than high, but the terminal third of 
both mandibles is expanded into a flat quadrilateral disk, bluntly 
angulate at each side and at the end. The nostrils small and 
basal. In otlier respects this genus resembles Trinrfa, 

A single migratory species, found in Eastern Asia and Alaska. 

1470. Eurynorhynchus pygmaBus. The Spoon-billed Stint, 

Platalea pygma)a, Linn. Syf<t. Nat. i, p. 231 (17G0). 

Eurynorhynchus griseus, NUss. Orn, Snee. ii. p. 29 (1821); Pearson, 
As. lies, xix, p. 69, pi. ix ; Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 693. 

Eurynorhynchus pygmaius, Boie, Isis, 1826, p. 979; Bh/th, Cat. 
p. 270 ; id. Ibis, 1867, p. 109; Hartiny, Ibis, 1869, p. 427, 
pi. xii ; Annstromj, S. F. iv, p. 343 ; Hvnic I)av, S. F. vi, p. 462; 
Ilnme, S. F. vii, p. 487 ; id. Cat. no. 887 ; Oates, B. B, ii, p. 395 ; 
Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 535. 

Trijiga })ygma3a, Seehohm, Clutradr, p. 440. 



Fig. G2. — lii 1 1 of jF. pygmceus. | . 

Cohration in winter. Forehead, supercilia, lores, cheeks, and 
whole lower plumage, including axillaries, white ; upper surface 
light brown with dark shaft-stripes; wing-coverts darker, the 
greater coverts white-tipped ; bastard wing, primary-coverts, 
primaries, and secondaries dark brown, inner webs of secondaries 
chiefly white; rump and upper tail-coverts dark browm in tlie 
middle, white at the sides; middle rectrices dark brown, outer 
paler, with edges and shaft-stripes white. 

In summer the upper parts are blackish, and the feathers 
fringed with rufous ; fore neck and upper breast deep ferruginous, 
and the whole breast spotted with dark brown. 
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Bill black ; irides deep brown ; legs and feet black {Jerdon), 
Length C'S; tail 1*5; wing 4; tarsus *8; bill from gape 1. 
Distribution, A very rare bird, resorting to North-east Siberia in 
summer and found in winter on the coasts of China, Bengal, and 
Burma. The only recorded localities in the Bay of Bengal are 
Saugor Island at the mouth of the Hoogly (a specimen has also 
once been obtained in the Calcutta bazaar), Chittagong, Akyab, 
mouth of Bangoon river, and Amherst. 

J/ahits, ^*6*. Scarcely anything is known except that the few 
specimens obtained have been shot on mud and sand flats, in 
company with Triugas and other small waders. 


Genus TRINGA, Linn., 1706. 

Bill slender, flexible, varying in length, straight or slightly 
curved downwards, botli mandibles grooved ; nostril small, near 
the base of the mandible. Wing long, pointed, 1st quill longest, 
tertiaries nearly as Jong as primaries ; tail nearly square, the 
median rectriees pointed and projecting slightly in some species. 
Tarsus rather short, scutulated; hind toe present; anterior toes 
divided to the base, not webbed. 

This genus comprises the Stints, which are distinguished from 
the Sandpipers (Totamts) by having a softer, more flexible bill, 
and by the almost entire absence of any web between the anterior 
toes. The species, about 20 in number, are often distributed 
amongst a number of genera on account of slight differences in 
the length or form of the bill ; but it is evident that all are closely 
allied, more so than the species here referred to Totanvs. No less 
than 9 forms of Stint hav^e been recorded from India, Ceylon, and 
Burma; all are migratory birds, breeding in Northern Asia, and 
the majority are found in India in flocks, feeding on worms, small 
Crustacea, and insects and their larvse, which are obtained either 
from sand or mud banks on the coast or in estuaries, or from 
marshy ground inland. 


Key to the Species, 


a. Bill straight. 

a'. Bill from gape not exceeding 0*8, wing 
under 4. 

d\ All shafts of primaries white in part. 
a^. Wing under 4 ; tarsus 0*8, leaden 

grey 

Wing not under 4; tarsus 0*75, 

black 

5^. Shaft of Ist primary white ; of 
others brown. 

c®. All tail-feathers brown; mid-toe 

and claw 0*9 

Outer tail-feathers white ; mid-toe 
and claw 0*75 


T, minutay p. 276. 
T, rifficolUsy p. 274, 


T, atihmmutaj p, 276. 
T, iemmimkiy p. 275, 
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h\ Bill about 1 , wing 5 to 5*5 ; tail-feati.crs 

acuminate T. acuminata^ p. 270. 

c\ Bill about 1*9, wing over 7 T. cramrostris^ p. 277. 

h. Bill curved downwards near the tip. 

d\ Upper tail-coverts chiefly wliite 7’. mbarfpiata, p. 278. 

e . Upper tail-coverta blackisli brown. 
c^. Bill slender, higher than broad ; 

middle tail-feathers projeeiing .... T. alpina, p. 279. 

Bill stout, as broad as high ; middle 
tail-feathers scarcely longer than 

others T. platyrhyncha, p. 271). 


1471. Tringa minuta. The Little Stint. 

Tringa minuta, Leidn', in Bcchd. Nafury. Deutschi, Nachtr. i, p. 74 
(1812) ; Jilyih.^ Vat. p. 270; Jerdon^ Ji. I. iii, p. 090; Hume^ S. F. 

i, p. 242 ; Adam, ibid. p. 390 ; Leyye^ ibid. p. 491 ; JIume, S. F. iv, 
p. 17 ; Rumc Dae, S. F. vi, p. 46i ; Hume, S. F. vii, pp. 228, 487, 
497 ; id. Cat. no. 884 ; Leyge, Birds p. 884 ; Vidal, S. F. ix, 
p. 8o ; Butler, ibid. p. 429; Scully, Ibis, 1881, p. 588 ; Reid, S. F. 
X, p. 70 ; Davidson, ilnd. p. 321 ; Hume. ibid. p. 414 ; Oates, B. B. 

ii, p. 389 : Uaiiies, Birds Bom. p. 355 ; Scebohm, Charadr. p. 435. 
Limonites iiiiuiita, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 538. 

Chota. pau-loha, 11. 



Fig. 03. — Head of T. minuta. }. 


Coloration in winter. Forehead, siipereilia, lower cheeks, and 
underparts generally, with axillaries, white, sides of breast as a 
rule brownish and striated ; a brown streak across the lores ; sides 
of head below and behind eye and sides of neck brownish, with 
dark streaks ; upper plumage brown, more or less tinged with 
grey, the feathers with broad blackish shaft-stripes ; tertiaries and 
wing-coverts darker brown with pale edges, the greater coverts 
tipped broadly with white; quills blac&sh brown with white 
shafts, secondaries white at I^ase, the white extending over the 
greater part of the inner secondaries ; middle of lower back, rump, 
and upper tail-coverts blackish brown, the sides white ; middle 
tail-feathers also dark brown, outer rectrices light smoky brown. 

In summer the feathers of the upper parts are black with broad 
rufous edges ; the fore neck and upper breast are indistinctly 
spotted with dark brown and tinged with dull rufous. 

Young birds are blackish above, with rufous borders and some 
whitish edges to the feathers ; lower surface without spots, but 
tinged with isabelline bufi. 

YOU, IT. T 
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Bill black ; iriclefc; brown ; legs and feet deep leaden, in some with 
the middle of the tnrsu.s pale and greenish (Legge), 

Length 6 ; tail l-o ; wing 3*75; tarsus *8; middle toe and claw 
*75 ; bill to gape *7. 

Distribution. The Little Stint breeds in Northern Europe and 
Siberia, and migrates in winter to Africa and Southern Asia. At 
that season it abounds in all well-watered parls of India, and it is 
equally abundant in Ceylon ; but it appears to be replai-ed by the 
next species east of the Bay of Bengal. 

Jiahitit, This little wader is usually found in India in flocks 
and feeds in marshy ground, in rice-fields, and on the edges of tanks, 
rivers, estuaries, &c., or on the sea-shore. It arrives in India in 
August or September, and leaves usually in May. 


1172. Tringa ruficollis. The Jun^teni Utile Stint. 

Trvnga niticollis, PaU. Peis. Jhiss. Peirhs.m^ p. 700 (1770). 

Tryiiga }?aliiui, Pall. Zovgr. llosso’-uisiat. ii, ]>. 199 (1811). 

ToLaiius daiuact'iisis, pt., Horsf. Tr. Lhm. Sor. xiii, p. 192 (1821). 

Tiinga albescens, Temrn. PL Col. pi. 41, fig. 2 (1820) ; Jl. Swinhoe., 
Ibis, 1804, p. 420; Wahhni^ Ibis., 1873, ]). »317 ; LeggCy S. F. iii, 
p. 2()0 ; Hume, Cat. no. 884 ter. 

Tiinga ininiitu, ajmd Hume, S. F. ii. p. 298; Armstrongy S. F. iv, 
p, 342 ; Hume wV Dav. S. F. vi, ]>. 401 ; iiec Linn. 

Tiinga ruficoHis, Oates, B. B. ii, p. 3tX). 

Tringa miriuta ruficollis, Seeholim, Charadr. p. 437, ]d. xv. 

Limonites ruficollis, Sharpcy Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 543. 

In winter tins Stint cannot be distinguished from the preceding 
by its plumage. Jt is, however, a larger bird, with a shorter, 
stouter, and Idncker tarsus. Tlie ^^ing is generally more tlian 
3*9 long, and the tarsus rarely exceeds *75. Some Burmese birds 
appear to be of intermediate size. 

In summer the sides of the face, the throat, sides, and front of 
the neck and upper breast are rich fernigifious red, the chin alone 
remaining whitij. Tlie plumage elsewhere resembles that of 
T. minuta. 

Bill, legs, and feet black ; iridcs dark brown (Armstrong), 

Length 0*25 ; tail 1*7 ; wing 4 ; tarsus *75 ; bill from gape *8. 

Distribution . Eastern Silieria in summer, Japan, China, and S.E. 
Asia, the Malayan An-hipelngo, and Australia in winter. This is 
the species common in suitable localities throughout Burma and in 
the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, but only occasional specimens 
appear to he found in India, west of the Bay of Bengal. 

Dr, Hharpe has examined the two type-specimens of HorsfieW’s 
Totanus damacensis, and finds that one belongs to the present 
sj^ecies and one to T. suhminuta ; but the words in Horsfield’s 
brief description, “ rachidibus primorum albis ” (shafts of the 
primaries white), are applicable to T, ruficoUu only. 
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1473. Trittga subminuta. The Long-tocd Stint. 

Tringa Hubminuta, Middendorff, Reis. Stbir., Zool.^ Savgth. Kog. i^c. 
p. 222, pi. xix, fig. 0 (foot) (1851) ; Jevdon, R. 1. iii, p. 875 ; Legge, 
Birds Cegl. p. 889 ; OateSyB.B. ii, p. 391 ; iSeehohin, C/iaradr. p. 438. 

Tringa daniacensis, Blyt.hy Ibisy 1807, p. 168 ; Jlwney S. F. i, p. 242. 

Tringa salina, a}yud lloldsworthy P. Z. S. 1872, ]>. 474; Legye^ S: P\ 
i, p. 491 ; lUgih Wabl. Birds Burm. p. 156. 

Tringa ruficollis, apud Hume <ir Dav. S. F. vi, p. 461 ; Bali, S. F. vii, 
]). 21 :^ 8 ; 7/ ume, ihid. p. 487 ; id. Cat. no. 884 bis ; id. tS. F. xi, p. 323. 

Liinonites daimiceiisis, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 553. 

Coloration in \Nijit(‘r. Upper parts dark brown, the feathers 
villi light brown edges, a dark streak througli tlie lores to the 
eye, and a pale greyish superciliary band ; sides of head and neck 
light greyish hj'own, streaked darker; quills dark brown, scarcely 
any white, on the secondaries and narrow tij)s on the greater 
coverts; shafts of 1st primary whitish in parts, those of other 
])rimaries hrown ; lower back, middle of rump and of iij)per tail- 
coverts, and middle tail-feathers blackish ; sides of rump and lateral 
taii-coverls white, outer tail-feathers greyish brown; chin, throat, 
abdomen, and lowt*r tail-coverts white; fore neck and breast pale 
greyish brown with dark shaft-stripes. 

In summer the feathers of the upper parts are liroadly edged 
with rufous, and there is a slight rufous tinge on the fore neck and 
breast, as in T. minuta. 

T5ill olive-brown ; iris brown ; legs and toes pale brown (^Oates) ; 
legs and feet y(dlo\vi.sh olivaveoiis i^Legge). 

Length 6; tail 1 -5 : wing 3*7; tarsus *8; mid-toe and claw *9 
to 1 ; bill from gape *75. 

Distribution. Eastern Siberia in summer, S.E. Asia to Australia 
in winter. Common at that season in Burma, Bengal, and ('eylon, 
and probably occurring throughout the Eastern hah of the Indian 
Peninsula. 

Habits, cjr. The Long-toed Stint occurs, like T. minuta, in flocks 
during the winter, but is, according to both Legge and Oates, even 
more ot* a marsh- loving bird than that species, its long toes 
evidently enabling it to run over soft mud. Hume found these 
two Stints to be hrouglit in about equal numbers to the bazaar in 
Calcutta. 

1474. Tringa temmincki. TemmincFs Stint. 

Tringa temmincki, Leisler in Bechst. Naturg. DeidschL, Nachtr. ii, 
p. 78 (1812) ; Blyth, Cat. p. 270 ; Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 691 ; Ciodw.- 
Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 273 ; Stoliezka, J. A. S. B. xli, 
pt. 2, p. 252 ; Ilttmc, S. F. i, p. 244 ; Butler, S. F. iv, p. 17 ; v, 
p. 233 ; Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 461 ; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 228 ; 
Hume, ibid. p. 487 ; Anders. Yunnan Hrped,, Aves, p. C80 ; Hume, 
Vat. no. 885 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 357 ; JUgge, Birds Ceyl p. 892 ; 
Hume ^ Inglis, S. F. ix, p. 258 ; Butler, ibid. p. 429 ; Bwaulph 
Jins, 1881, p. 96; 1882, p. 288; Smlly, Ibis, 1881, p. 589; Reid 
S. F. X, p. 70 ; Davidson, ibid, p, 321 ; Oates, B, B. ii, p. 892 ; 
Harms, Birds Bom. p, 355; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 328; Seebohm, 
Charadr. p. 434 j Sharpe, Yark^ Miss,, Aves, p. 143. 

r 2 
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Actodromas temminckii, Crijips, S. F. vii, p. 303. 

Limoni tea temmincki, Sharpe, Cat. B. M, xxiv, p. 555. 

The White^ailed Stint^ Jerdon. 

Coloration in winter. Lores brown, 'with a white streak above 
them, not continued above the eye : whole upper plumage almost 
uniform greyish brown, with slightly darker shaft-stripes; greater 
coverts and quills dark brown, greater coverts and secondaries 
tipped white, shaft of 1 st primary white, those of other primaries 
brown; lower back, rump, and middle tail-covtrts dark brown, 
sides of rump white ; middle tail-feathers dark brown, outer 
feathers paler, outer two pairs wdiite ; chin, throat, abdomen, and 
lower tail-coveiis white, breast light brownish grey. 

In summer the upper plumage is darker, and the edges of the 
feathers slight I 3 ' rufous; the breast is light saudy hrown, with 
small dark spots. 

Bill black ; iriJes brown ; legs and h?et olivaceous greenisli 
(Legije). 

Length h; tail 1*75; wing 3*75; tarsus *^5 ; middle toe and 
claw *75 ; bill from gape * 6 />. 

Distvihuiion. Throughout Europe and Asia and North Africa, 
breeding in the extreme North of Europe and Asia, and n)igrating 
to the vSouth in w inter. This Stint is very common at that season 
througliout suitable parts of Northern India, but is less frequently 
seen to the southw^ard and in Burma, and is rare in Ceylon. 

Habits, Temminck’s Stint arrives in India early, having been 
recorded about Deesa in Guzerat by Butler as early as August 5th, 
and it remains till the middle of May, assuming breeding-plumage 
before leavinj:. Its habits resemble those of its allies. 

1475. Tringa acuminata. The Asiatic Pectoral San(]pi 2 H.r. 

Totaniis acuminatus, Horsf. Tram. Hnn. Soc. xiii, p. 192 (1821). 

Tringa a<-iiiniriata, Biddulph, Ibis, 1882, p. 287 ; id. S. F. x, p. 276 ; 

SeebuJun, Charadr. p. 441. 

lleteropygia acuminata, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 560. 

Tail-feathers lanceolate and pointed, the outer pairs less 
distinctly so. 

Coloration in winter. Supercilia and sides of head and of neck 
white, with brown streaks ; lores and ear-coverts brown ; hind 
neck, back, and scapulars light greyish brow^n, with broad dark shaft- 
stripes ; crown similar, but more rufous ; wing-coverts and tertiaries 
dark brown w ith whitish edges ; greater coverts white-tipped ; 
primaries and secondaries dark brown, later secondaries edged 
with white near their tips ; lower back, rump, middle and upper 
tail-coverts, and median rectrices blackish brown, outer rectriccs 
lighter brown ; all tail-feathers with whitish edges ; chin, throat, 
and abdomen white ; fore neck and breast |>ale brownish grey, with 
small dark streaks ; lower and lateral upper tail- coverts and lower 
flanks white, with blackish shaft-stripes. 
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In summer the feathers of the crown, hind neck, and back, with 
the scapulars and some tertiaries, are black with dull rufous 
edges, and the upper breast is slightly tinged with rufous; the 
dark spots on the breast are broader and often take the form of 
ungulate bars, extending to the flanks. 

Young birds resemble adults in summer plumage above, but 
have the breast almost uniform sandy buff. 

Bill black ; irides chocolate ; legs and toes 5 ^eIlowish ochre 
( Whiteley), 

Length 8*5; tail 2*25; wing 5*4 ; tarsus 1*2; culineu 1*1. 

Distribution, This bird, a near ally of the American Pectoral 
Handpiper, T. maculata, breeds in North-eastern Sibcu'ia and Alaska, 
and migrates bj China and Japan to the Malayan Archipelago, 
Australia, and New Zealand. A single specimen was shot by 
Biddulph at Gilgit, %ing about with a number of Pavoncella 
puynaji'^ on August 1st. 


1476. Tringa crassirostris. The Eastern Knot, 

Tringa crasvsirostris, Temni. Sehl. Faiin. Jap.^ Are.'t, p. 107, pi. 64 
(1847) ; Ilmne^ A F. i, p. 240 ; Walden, Ibis, 1874, p. 147 ; Arm- 
titro7iy, iS. F. iv, p. 641; Ilutne, ibid. pp. 4-i.>, 464; Hume, (.'at. 
no. 881 bis; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 696 ; Murray, IWf. ZvoL Bind, 
p. 249; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 6o6 ; Seebohm, C'haradr. p. 421 ; 
Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p, (>00. 

? Triuga canut.us, apud Blyth, Cat. p. 208, partim ; Jerdon, B. I. iii, 
p. 088 ; 7iev Linn, 

Coloration in winter. Upper parts light brownish grey, with black 
shaft-stripes whicli an* broadest on the crown ; sides of head and 
neck whitish, witli dark streaks, supercilia and cheeks paler ; 
wing-coverts with pale edges, greater coverts with w hite tips ; 
bastard wing, primary-coverts, and primaries blax'kish brown ; 
secondaries brownish grey like back, but with white borders out- 
side and at the end ; lower back and rump dark brown, w ith white 
edges to the feathers ; upper tail-coverts the same, but the wddte 
borders are much wider, the white sometimes occupying the greater 
part or the whole of the feathers ; tjiil ashy brow n ; lower plumage 
white, fore neck and upj)er breast streaked or spot ted w ith dark 
brown. 

In summer the plumage is blackish above, wdth whitish edges to 
the feathers, the sc-apulars with large chestnut spots ; upper and 
lower tail-coverts wliite, with dark brown si)ots and bars ; chin, 
throat, breast, and flanks so thickly spotted as to be almost 
covered in the middle of the breast with blackish browm. There 
is no rufous on the low^er plumage. 

Bill dusky black ; irides dark brown ; legs and feet greenish 
dusky {Armsirony). 

Length 11*5 ; tail 2*5 ; wing 7*25 ; tarsus 1*4 ; bill from 
gape 1*9. 

Di&trihutton* This large Knot passes the summer in Siberia and 
winter in Bouth-eiistem Asia, the Malay Archipelago, and 
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Australia. fn India and Burma it has only been observed in 
winter on or near the sea-coast at Gwiidar in Baluchistan, Karachi, 
and the Laccadive Islands by Hume, at Akyab by Oates, at the 
mouth of the Kangooii river by Armstrong, and on South Andaman 
by Wardlavv Kamsa}^ ; but if, as is almost certain, tins was the 
bird identified bv Jerdon and Blytli with T. cauHtus, it has also 
been obtained at Madras and in Calcutta. 

1477. Tringa subarquata. The Cavlnv Sllnt or Phjory Curlew, 

Scolopax subarquata, Giildimst, Nov. Com. Pefroj). xix, p. 471 (177/>). 

Tringa subarquata, lily thy Cat. p. tliid ; Jerdon, li. 2. iii, p. O&h; 
Hume /lenders. Lah to Yark. p. ; liume, S. F. i, p. 242 j 
ii, p. 297 ; Adam, S. 1^. i, p. li, p. ; Blyth, Birds Burm, 
p. i5() ; Armstrong y S. 2\ iv, p.842 : Cockburn, iltid. p. />10 ; Hume 
^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 4(j() ; Davids. Wend. S. 2\ vii,p. 89 ; Hume, 
ibid. p. 487; id. Cat. no. 882 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 879 ; I'idal, 
*S'. 2\ ix, p. 8o ; Butler, ibid. p. 429 ; Biddudyh, Ibis, 1881, p. 99; 
1882, p. 288; Beidy S. F. x, p. 70; Barm's, Birds Bom. p. 0o4 ; 
Seehohm, Charadr. p. 419. 

Pelidria sabjirqiiflta, Oates, B. B. ii, p. 994, 

Aucylocbilus subavquatiis, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. DSO. 



Fig. 04.— Head of 7\ snhunjnaiu. \. 


Coloration m winter. Broad supercilia, generally meeting across 
forehead, w'hite ; lores, sides of head and neck brownish, streaked 
darker ; upper plumage ashy brow n, wuth more or less distinct 
dark shaft-stripes ; w in g- coverts with light edges, greater coverts 
tipped with white ; bastard wing, primary-coverts, ])riinaries, and 
secondaries dark brow n ; outer webs of later primaries and of all 
secondaries with a white border; secondaries white at the base, the 
amount of white increasing on the inner secondaries ; low^er back 
and middle of rump dark brown, the feathers wdtli a pale or white 
edge ; sides of rump and upper tail-coverts white ; tail ashy brown ; 
lower pans and axillaries white ; fore neck and upper breast 
brownish, streaked wdth dark brown. 

In summer the crown, neck, back, and scapulars are rich rufous, 
with black centres to the feathers; both upper and low^er tail- 
coverts with large black spots ; the lower parts chestnut with hoary 
ed^s to the feathers, especially on the abdomen. 

Young birds have the feathers of the upper plumage fringed 
with buif or whitish, the lower surface nearly uniform buff. 

Bill black ; irides brown ; legs dusky grey (Jerdon^ 

X^ength 8-5 ; tail. 1-75 ; wing 5 ; tarsus l"2 ; bill from gape 
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Distribution, This Stint breeds in the far North, bat the nest and 
eggs were almost unknown before the present year ; it migrates in 
winter to Africa, Southern Asia, and Australia. It is common in 
the cold season on many parts of the Indian and Burmese coasts ; 
but, except at the period of migration, is rare inland. It arrives 
ill India as early as August, and leaves in May, most of the birds 
being in rufous breeding-plumage before leaving. 

Habits,, ^T. In India the Curlew Stint generally occurs in flocks. 
Large or small, often associated with other small waders, and fre- 
quents for the most part sand-banks or muddy flats on the 
sea-shore or on the estuaries of large rivers. It is, like most of 
the genus, excellent eating. 

1478. Tringa alpina. The Danila, 

Tringa alpina, Linn. ISyst. Nat. i, p. 249 (176(5); Hume, S. F. vii, 
pp. 228, 487 ; id. Cat. no. 883 ; lieid, S. F. x, p. 70 ; Barnes, Birds 
Bom. p. 354 ; i<eebohm, Charadr. p. 425. 

"Tringa cinclus, Linn. ^yst. Nat. i,p. 251 (170(>) ; Bhjth, Cat. p. 2(59 ; 
Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. (590; Irby, Ibis, 18t)l, p. 240; Hume, S. F. i, 
p. 242; Adam, ibid. p. 39(5; Hayes Lioyd, Ibis, 1873, p. 417; 
Butler, S. F. V, pp. 233, 23(5. 

Pelidna alpina, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 0U2. 

Coloration. In winter plumage this closely resembles the last 
species, T. siiharquala ; it is smaller, with a shorter bill, and differs 
in having the rump and upper tail-coverts very dark brown, and 
the middle rectrices, which project considerably beyond the others 
at the end, much darker than the rest. There is also more white 
on the secondaries, aud the shaft- lines on the upper surface are 
less defined. 

The summer plumage is very different. The crown, back, and 
scapulars are bright rufous w ith black centres ; hind neck and sides 
of neck hoary white with black streaks ; and all the lower breast 
and upper abdomen occupied by a large sooty-black j^ateb. 

Bill and legs black ; iris dark brow n. 

Length 7'o ; tail 2 ; wing 4*5 ; tarsus *95 ; bill from gape 1*3. 

Distribution. The Dunlin breeds in Northern Europe and Asia, 
and migrates in winter to ISoLithern Europe, Northern Africa, and 
Houth-westetn Asia. It is found commonly in the cold season 
throughout Northern India as far east as Calcutta, and stragglers 
have been obtainc^d as far south as Raipur; but it has not been 
observed in Boutheni India, in Ceylon, nor east of the Bay of 
Bengal. 

Habits, 4'^, The Dunlin in India is as common inland as on the 
coast, and is found along the larger rivers, on the edges of marshes, 
and in similar places, in flocks. According to Hume it is far more 
abundant inland than T, suharquata, 

1479, Tringa platyrhynclia. The Broad-billed Stint, 

Tringa platyrincha^ Temni. Man, elOm, p. 898 (1815). 

Limicola pygmsea, Kochf Baier. p. 816 (181^. 

Tringa pUtyrbjncha, Blyth, Cat p. 269 ; Jerdm, B, L iii, p. 602 ; 
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Hume, S, F. i, p. 244; ii, p. 298; Blyth, Birde Burm. p. 166 ; 
Armstrony, S. F. iv, p. t‘i43 ; Seebohm, Charadr. p. 433. 

Trinf^a pygiiiaea, Blyth, Ibis, 1807, p. 168. 

Limicola sibirioa, Dresser, P.Z.S. 1876, p. 674 ; IIume,S.F,\, 
p. 344 ; id. Cat, no. 886 bis. 

Limicola platyrhynclia, Hmne Sf Dav, S. F. vi, p. 461 ; Hume, S. F, 
vii, p. 487 ; id. Cat. no. 886 ; Legye, Birds Ceyl. p. 896 ; Oates, 
B. B. ii, p. 387 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 366 ; in/iarye, Cat. B. M. 
:xxiv, ]>. 612. 

Coloration in winter Aery similar to that of T. suharquata and 
T. alpina ; as in the latter, the rump, upper tail -coverts, and 
middle tail-feathers are blackish brown ; the dark shaft-stripes 
on the upper plumage are broad and ill-defined, and there is not 
much white on the secondaries. The white siipercilia do not meet 
across tln^ forehead. The low^er parts are wliite throughout, and 
only a few narrow' dark streaks occur on the fore neck and upper 
breast. 

In Slimmer the upper parts are black, AA'ith narrow dull rufous 
or Avhitish fringes to the leathers; crown nearly all black or with 
a few buff sj)ots towards each side ; tertiaries with narrow rufous 
borders ; middle pair of rectrices each with a rufous margin to 
the outer web; throat, fore neck, sides of neck, and upper breast 
tinged with rufescent and thickly spotted with dark brown. 

ilill brown, tinged with olive; irides dark brown; legs olive- 
brown {Oates). 

Length 7 ; tail 1*5 ; wing 4*1 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from gape 1*3. 

Distribution. The breeding quarters of this Stint are in the north 
of Europe and Asia ; but in winter it migrates to the shores of 
the Mediterranean and of Southern Asia. It is found on many 
parts of the Indian, Ceylonese, and Burmese coasts, but is locally 
distributed, the only places where it has been found to be common 
being Sind and Pegu, near the mouths of the Indus and the 
Irrawaddy. An Eastern race has been separated by Ilresser as 
Limicola sihirica (P. Z. 8. 1876, j). 074), on account of the feathers 
of the crown and upper parts having broad rufous edges in summer ; 
but there is no difference in winter, and it appears doubtful 
whether the distinction is sufficient. 

Habits, ^c. The Broad-billed Stint appears to be even more 
restricted to the sea-coast and saIt-\Aater inlets and estuaries than 
other members of the genus. It is found in small parties, usually 
associating with other 8tiuts, Ac. 

Genus PHALAROPUS, Brisson, 1760. 

Anterior toes bordered throughout by a web cut into lobes, as 
in Coots and Grebes. In other respects the present genus does 
not differ materially from Trineja and its allies. By many natu- 
ralists the Phalaropea are made into a separate subfamily, and 
they have some claim to the distinction; but they are after all 
only modified Sandpi^rs, although, unlike those shore-birds, they 
are found swimming in the open sea, sometimes even out of sight 
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of land. They breed in high northern latitudes, on the shores of 
the sea or of lakes, and lay four ochreous eggs, spotted and 
blotched as usual in the family. The males incubate, and, as so 
frequently happens in such cases, are inferior in size and in the 
completeness of the nuptial plumage to the females. 

Three species are known, differing considerably in structure, so 
that each has been made the type of a separate genus. Two have 
occurred in India. 


Kctf to the Species. 

a. Ihll slendHr, subcylindrical, anteriorly narrower 

than the tarsus ; wing about P. hi/perborem, p. 281. 

h. Jiill flat, broaden* than high, or than the tarsus ; 

wing 5 to *5*/j 1\ ftiiicarius, p. 282. 


] 480. Phalaropus hyperboreus. The Ued-neciced Phalarope. 

Tringa hypta*borea T. lobata, Lmn. St/st, Nat. i, ]>. 249 (1700). 

Lobipes hyperboreus, Biylh, J. 'A, S, li. xxiii, p>. 214 ; xxviii, p, 417 ; 
id. Ihisy I8d9, p. 404 ; llwne, S. F. i, p. 240; Adain^ S. P\ ii, 
p, 808; Putier, S. F. v, p. 290; llumcy S. F. vii, pp. 150, 487 ; 
id. Cat. no. 890; Barnes^ S. F. ix, p. 459; id. Birds Bom. p. 857. 

Phalaropus liyperboreus, Jerdon., B. 1. iii, p. 0510; Blanford^ Eastern 
Persia, ii, p. 284 ; iSeebohm, Charadr. ]). 840 ; St. John, Ibis, 1880, 
p. 177; Sclater, Ibis, 185)0, p. 150; Blanf. ibid. p. 288; Sharpe, 
Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 05)8. 

Phalaropus fulicarius, apiid Hume, Ibis, 1872, p. 409; id. S. F. i, 
p. 245 ; nec Tringa fulicaria, L. 

J’lialaropus asiaticus & Lobipes tropicus, Hume, S. F. i, pp. 240, 247. 



Fig. On. — Head of P. hyperboreus. {. 


Coloration in winter. Broad forehead, more or less of the crown, 
lores, supercilia, cheeks, sides of neck, and all lower parts white ; 
a black band surrounds the eye, except above, and extends for 
some distance behind it ; nape and hind neck dusky brown ; mantle 
blackish brown, with white or buffy-white streaks formed by the 
edges of the feathers ; a broad white bar on the wing composed 
of the white tips of the greater secondary -coverts ; inner second- 
aries mostly white ; middle of rump, upper tail-coverts, and the 
tail-feathers black, with white edges. 

In summer the crown, sides of head, hind neck and sides of 
the breast, back, scapulars, and tertiaries are blackish grey ; down 
each side of the bacK are buff streaks formed by the edges of the 
scapulars ; wings and tail browner \ sides of neck ferruginous- 
red, united across the fore neck in females, but not in males, which 
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have the ferruginous patches divided in front bj a dark slaty-grey 
area. 

Bill blackish ; irides brownish black ; legs and feet lavender- 
blue {Butler'^), 

Length 7*«^ ; tail 1*85 ; wing 4*25 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape ’94. 

DiatrihiUion. This Phalarope breeds in the North of Europe, 
Asia, and America, amongst other places in the Orkneys and 
Hebrides, and in autumn migrates to the southward. Its principal 
winter abode in the Eastern Hemisphere is on the coasts of Arabia, 
Baluchistan, and 8ind, where it abounds. It also occurs on the 
west coast of India and on the east coast as far north as Madras, 
where, at times, it is not uncommon ; but it has not been observed 
farther east within Indian or Burmese limits, though it is known 
to visit Japan, China, and the M alay Archipelago. Inland in India 
it only occurs when migrating, but it has been several times shot 
in the Punjab and Bajpiitana, as far east as the neighbourhood 
of Delhi, about 8eptember and May. 

Habits^ cJt. On the coasts of Baluchistan and Sind this Phalarope 
is found in flocks sitting on the sea, often several miles from land. 
I have seen what is doubtless the same species off' Aden, where 
specimens were obtained by Barnes. M^hen swimming thus 
Bed-necked Phalaropes are very uary, and do not allow a boat to 
come near ; whereas on the pools of fresh water occasionally 
haunted by tbeiu on laud they are remarkably fame. 

1481. Phalaropus fulicarius. The Grey Pludarope. 

Tringa fulicaria, Xp/w. Sy»t. Nat, i, p. 249 (176(>). 

Phalaropus lobatiis, Tunst. Orn. Brit. p. S; Blyth^ Ibis^ 1859, p. 404; 
nec Tringa lobata, Linn. 

Phalaropus fulicarius, Blyth^ Cat. p. 271 ; id. J, A. S. B. xxiii, p. 214 ; 
xxviii, p. 417 ; Jerdony B. I, iii, p. 095; Hmney S. F. vii, p. 487 ; 
id. Cat. no. 889 ; iSeebohmy Charadr. p. 3‘i8. 

Crymophilus fulicarius, Sharvcy Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 693. 

Coloration in winter. Forehead, supercilia, lores, cheeks, sides of 
neck, and lower parts white ; crown chiefly white, but mixed witli 
blackish ; a blackish streak, including the eye, conlinued back 
over the ear-coverts ; nape and hind neck blackish ; back, scapulars, 
and tertiaries ashy grey ; wing-coverts and quills blackish grey, 
more or less white-edged; greater secondary-coverts broadly tipped 
with white ; bases of later primaries and of secondaries and greater 
part of inner secondaries white ; middle of rump and upper tail- 
coverts and all tail-feathers black, with white or butF edges. 

Females in summer have the crown, lores, and nape black ; a 
large patch on each side of the head, including the orbit and ear- 
coverts, white ; feathers of back, scapulars, and tertiaries black, 
with broad buff edges ; lower parts and sides of body dark vinous 
chestnut ; chin dusky grey. In males the crown is like the back, 
and there is much white on the throat and breast. 

Bill in summer yellowish, black at the tip, in winter dark olive 
throughout; irides dark brown; legs and Let dull olive {Dresser)^ 
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Length of male 7*5 ; tail 2*6 ; wing 5 ; iaivsus *85 ; culmen *85. 
Eemnles are larger ; wing 5*4. Bill flat and rather wide, much 
broader than tarsus. 

Distrihuiion. The Grey Phalarope breeds in high northern 
latitudes all round the Pole, and ranges south in winter even to 
Chili and Now Zealand. It has once been obtained by Blyth, on 
May 11th, 1840, in the Calcutta Bazaar; no other occurrence in 
India is kno\v]i. Huine thought he obtained this species between 
Gwadar and Muscat, and as the specimen was mislaid, he was 
unable to re-exarnine it (S. P. vii, p. 487) ; but bis dimensions 
show that the bird obtained by him could not bo P. fidicorim, and 
the skill has now^ been found in his collection, and proves to be 
that of 1\ hyj^terborem. 


Subfamily SCOLOPACINiE. 

The Woodcocks and Snipes have the toes free like Tringa^ but 
they are distinguished by a very diiierent style of plumage, which 
does not change w ith the seasons, and by their large eyes placed 
far backward in the head, the ear-orifice being just beneath the 
hinder edge of the orbit. The bill is long, slender, and largely 
provided with nerves ; whilst the tarsus is short, not exceeding the 
middle toe and claw in length. 

All the members of this subfamily have crepuscular or nocturnal 
habits, liostratula {^lihynclicea) is an aberrant form. 


Key to the Genera, 

a. Sexes similar in plumage ; bill straight. 

a. Tibia feathered throughout; nolongitudiual 
pale stripes ; occiput and nape transversely 

striped Scolopax, p. 283. 

h'. Tibia partly naked ; longitudinal pale stripes 

on crown and scapulars (iALLiNAOO, p. 285. 

b. Sexes diH'erent ; bill curved downwards at tip Kostratcla, p. 293. 


Genus SCOLOPAX, Linn., 1760. 

Bill long, straight, slender, rather soft and sw ollen at the tip ; 
both mandibles grooved at the side; nostrils linear, basal, the 
gape in front of the base of the culmen. Wings long, 1st quill 
longest. Tail short, of 12 feathers. Legs short, feathered to the 
joint at the base of the tarsus. 

Tw o or, including the North American form, sometimes separated 
generically, three species are known. Only the typical one is 
Indian. 


1482. Scolopax rusticula. The Woodcock. 

Scolopax riisticola, Linn. J^st. Nat, i, p. 243 {1706) ; Blythe Cat, 
p. 271; Jerdon, B, L hi, p. 670; StoHczka^ J. A, 8, B, xxxvh, 



284 


ClLlBADRllOiF, 


pt. 2, p. 70 ; Ihis^ 18G8, p. 39J ; Brooks^ J, A. S. B, xliii, 

pt. 2, p. 2o^3 ; Hum(U F, ii, p. 482 ; A, Anderson, S. F, iii, p. 356 ; 
(rodtc.-Amt. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. 2, p. 200 ; Fairhank, S. F, v, p. 409 ; 
Butkr, ibid, p. 504 ; Hume ^ T)ai\ S. F. vi, p. 458 ; Ball^ S, F. vii, 
p. 228 ; Laird, ibid. p. 470 ; Hume, ibid. p. 483 ; id. Cat. no. 867 ; 
Bim/ham, S. F\ viii, p. 196 ; Svtdli/, ibid. p. 353; Hume <5* Marsh. 

iii, p. 309, pi. ; fVilliam.son, S. F. x, p. 517; Barnes, 
Birds Bom. ]). 343 ; Seeboh?n, Charadr. p. 502 ; Hume, JS. F\ xi, 
p. 318. 

Sculopax rusticula, Wharton, Ibis, 1879, p. 453; id. S. F. viii, 
p. 500; Legtfe, Birds Ceyl. p. 806; Butler, S. F. ix, p. 428; 
Biddntph, Ibis, 1881, p. 95; Sc7dly, ibid. p. 588; C. H. T. Mar-- 
shall, Ibis, 1884, p. 424; Darison, B. F. x, j). 413; Oates, B. B. ii, 
p. 380 ; Bt. John, Ibis, 1889, p. 176; Oates in Hume's N.^ F> 
2ii(l eJ. iii, p. 349; Bharpe, Cat, B. M. xxiv, p. 671. 

('hinjarole (O'haniba), Bim Ktih'a (Kumauii), Bi/ntitar, Tutitar, II. 

(Jolomtum. Upper plumage a mixture of brownish grey with 
imperfect bars of rufous and black blotches ; forehead and sinciput 
grejdsh, occipul and nape black with narrow cross-bands ; dark 
loral and cheek bands ; rest of sides of head and of neck buff, with 
black spots ; some large black blotches on the scapulars ; on tlie 
wing-coverts and tertiaries the colour passes into dark brown with 
rufous cross-bands ; the primary-coverts, primaries, and secondaries 
are blackish brown, indenled with rufous on both edges ; rump 
and upper tail-coverts barred rufous and black ; tail-feathers 
black, with their tips dark grey above, silvery white below, and 
with rufous spots on tlieir edges ; lower parts brownish white, 
with dark-brown cross-bars, which become black and coalesce to 
some extent on the throat; chin whitish or white. 

Bill dusky brown, livid at base of lower mandible ; iris blackish 
brown ; feet greyish, plumbeous, or drab. 

Length 14; tail 3*25; wing 7*75 ; tarsus 1;5 ; bill from gape 3. 
There is no constant difference in size between the sexes. Indian 
bii’ds are smaller than those of Western Europe. 

Distribution. Throughout Euro])e and Asia, breeding in the 
North, and wintering in the ISouth. Tlie Woodcock breedvS through- 
out the Himalayas above 10,000 feet, and in winter migrates to 
the lower valleys, and also to the hills of Southern India and 
Burma, being occasionally met with on migration throughout the 
Empire, thus at intervals of years specimens are brought to the 
C alcutta bazaar. Woodcocks are of rare occurrence in Ceylon. 
On the Nilgiris Woodcock shooting is one of the principal sports. 

Habits, ^r. The Woodcock, as its name implies, is usually found 
in cover, often in forest, and as a rule in the Himalayas near 
running water ; it is a solitary bird, resting in the day and fee^ding 
chiefly at night, on worms, grubs, and insects. The presence of 
the bird u)ay often be inferred from the holes made by its bill in 
soft ground when it is searching for worms. It breeds in the 
Himalayas about June, and lays four eggs in a hollow in moss or 
dead leaves. The eggs vary from pale bull to reddish drab, speckled 
and spotted with rufous brown and purplish grey, and measure 
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fibout 1*65 by 1*4. Woodcocks sometimes carry their young 
between their feet; Mr. Littledale recently saw this done in 
Chamba, and Mr. Davidson in Kashmir. 

Genus GALLINAGO, Leacli, 

The Snipes are distinguished from the Woodcocks by a different 
kind of plumage, and especially by having longitudinal pale bands 
on the head and scapulars, instead of the transverse head -markings 
and blotched scapulars of Scolopa.v. The lower part of the tibia 
is bare; but in this respect there is a gradual passage into the 
feathered tibia of the Woodcock. The number of tail-feathers 
varies from 12 to 28. 

The tJack-Snipe, G, (falluiida^ with only 12 tail-feathers and 
4 ernarginations instead of 2 in the sternum, is by many regarded 
as forming a distinct genus, Limnoerj/ptes. 

About 20 species of Snipes are known, of thcvse 5 are Indian. 

Key to the Species, 

a. A pale median hand on crown ; bill exceeding* 

2*5. 

a. Distance between tip of shortest second- 
ary and that of longest primary not ex- 
ceeding 2 in. ; abdomen barred throughout. G. nemoricold^ p. 285. 

h\ Tip of shortest secondary short of longest 
primary h}" more than 2 in.: abdomen, 
with rave exceptions, not haned. 
a'\ Wing 5 to 5*5 ; borders of scapulars huff. 
a^. Tail-feathers 14-10; broad white tips 


to secondaries G. ca-Iestis, p. 280. 

Tail-feathers about 20 ; narrow white 

tips to secondarie.s or none G. stenura^ p. 280. 

h'’. Wing 0*25 to 0*75; borders of scapulars 

white G. aolitaria, p. 290, 

/a No pale median band on crown; bill about 

1*75 G. yallmula, p. 292. 


1483. Gallinago nemoricola. The Wood-Sjiipe, 

Scolopax gallinago, Hodys. Gleaninys in Science^ iii, p. 240 (1831) ; 
nec Linn. 

Gallinago nemoricola, Ilodqs. I\ Z. S. 1830, p. 8 ; id. J. A. S. B. vi, 
p. 490; Blyth, Cat. p. 272; Adaim, F. Z. S. 1858, p. 500; Trhy, 
1801, p. 241; Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 072 ; Blytn, Ihis, 1807, 
p. 100 ; Hume Dav. S. F. vi, p. 459 ; Ilumcy Cat. no. 808 ; 
Scully y S. F. viii, p. 353; Leyye, Birds Ceyl. p. 814; Hume 8c 
Marshall^ Game B. lii, p. 325, pi. ; Butler, S. F. ix, p. 428 ; Reid, 
S. F. X, p. 68 ; Bit mas, ibid. p. 173 ; Davison, ibid. p. 413 ; Oates, 
B. B. ii, p. 385 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 344 ; C. li. T. Marshall, 
Ibis, 1884, p. 424; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 318; Oates in Hume's 
N. ^ E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 350 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M, xxiv, p. 657. 

Scolopax nemoricola, Jerdon, III. hid. Oi'n. pi. ix ; Nevill, J. A. S. B. 
Ceylouj 1867-70, p. 138; Seebokm, Charadr. p. 474. 

Coloration generally much duller than that of G. ccekstis, 
tipper parts black; a narrow median coror al stripe and superciliary 
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bands, broad edges of seapulars, and bars and spots on wing- 
coverts dull tawny buff ; a dark loral band to the eye and a 
second band on the cheek below the eye ; sides of head, and the 
neck all round dull brownish buff, with broad blackish shaft- 
stripes ; primary-coverts, primaries, and secondaries dark brown ; 
lower back and rump irregularly barred, whitish in front, then 
bix)wnish buff, the bars becoming rufous on the upper tail-coverts ; 
tail black, with a broad subterminal rufous bar and buff tips to the 
broader median feathers ; outer reetrices brown with whitish tips ; 
breast and abdomen white with dark brown cross-bars, less distinct 
in the middle ; lower wing-coverts and axillaries banded dark 
brown and white, the dark bars on the axillaries oblique, broader 
tlian the white. 

Length 12; tail 2*2; wing 5*5; tarsus 1*4; bill from gape 2*5. 

Bill reddish brown, paler at the base berieatli ; i rides dusky 
brown ; legs plumbeous green (Jerdon). Tail-feathers 18 normally, 
4 on each side very narrow, the next two intermediate, the six in 
the middle broad ; quills broad and soft, the longest primary 
exceeding the shortest secondary by less tlian 2 inches. 

Distrihution, In the Himalayas as far as Dalhousie to the west- 
ward and Sikhim to the east, probnbly farther in the latter 
direction; also in the hills south of Assam and in Manipur, 
occasionally in Burma, even as far south as Tenasserim, and, as a 
winter visitor only» in the hills of Southern India — Coorg, Wynaad, 
Nilgiris, Anaimalais, Shevroys, and probably others. In one case 
this species is said to have been recognised in Ceylon. A very 
few specimens have been obtained whilst migrating, one at Calcutta 
by Blytb, two at Eussellkonda by McMaster, one in Sirguja by 
Ball, and probable occurrences have been recorded at Nasik and 
Dharwar. 

HahiU, 4'c. In the Himalayas the Wood-Snipe is found through- 
out the year, breeding at 7000 to 12,000 feet, and descending to 
the lower hills and the Tarai in winter. It is a shy, solitary bird, 
seldom seen, lying very close, usually in small isolated swampy 
spots on the outskirts of forests, and flying slowly and heavily, 
like a woodcock, when flushed. Grubs and insects have been 
found in its stomach. The eggs have been taken by Mr. Mandelli’s 
men in 8ikhini at about 11,000 feet ; the}" resemble those of 
other Snipes in colour, and measure about 1*7 by 1*25. 

1484. Gallinago coelestis. The Common Snipcy Fall or 
Fantail Snipe, 

Scolopax gallinago, Linn, Syst, Nat, i, p. 244 (1766); Andermn, 
Yunnan Exp^d., Aves^ p. 681 ; Seelohm^ Charadr. p. 484. 

? Scolopax gallinaria, O. F. Muller ^ Zool. Dan. Prodr. p. 23 (1776). 

Scolopax coelestis, Frenzel, Beschr, Vdg. u. Bier Qeg, Wlttenh. p. 58 
(1801). 

Gallinago media, Leaih^ Syst. Cat. Mam. Sfc, B, M, p, 30 (1816). 

Gallinago scolopacinvis, Bonap. Comp. Liet B. Bur. ^ N. Amer, 
p. 52 (1838) j Blyth, Cat. p. 272 ; Irby^ 1861, p, 241 ; 
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B, 1. iii, p. 674 ; McMmiery J. A. S, B. xl, pt. 2, p. 215; Blanf. 
ibid, p. 270; Stoliczka^ J, A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 70; xli, 
pt. 2, p. 252 ; IlumOy N. B. 586 ; id. S, F. i, p. 235 ; Adam, 
ibid. p. 395; Hume, S\ F. ii, p. 295; Butler, S. F. iv, p. 15; 
V, pp. 2J 4, 232 ; Hume iJav. S. F. vi, p. 459 ; Ball, S. F. vii, 
p. 228; Letfije, Birds Ceyl. pp. 821, 121 8; Biddul^h, Ibis, 1881, 
p. 95; Seuily, ibid. p. 588; sharpe, Yark. Miss., Aves, p. 144. 

Gallina< 2 fo gallinaria, Cripps, S. F. vii, p. 302 ; Hume, ibid, p. 483 ; 
id. Cat. no. 871 ; Binyham, S. F. viii, p. 190 ; Scully, ibid. p. 355; 
Vidal, B. F. ix, p. 84; Beid, S. F. x, p. 68; Barnes, IFrds Bom. 
p. 345. 

Gallinnj^o ccnlentis, Dresser, B. Far. vii, p. 041 ; Hume 8f Marsh. 
Game B. iii,pp. 359, 437, pi. (also pi. opp. ]>. 438) ; Butler, S. F. ix, 
]). 428; Daoahon, S. F. x, p. 320; Hume, ibid. p. 413^: Taylor, 
ibid. p. 4(55; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 381 ; Hume, S. F, xi, p. 321. 

Gallinago gallinago, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 633. 

Chdha (N.W.P. Bhnrak, (Nopal) H. ; Cheyya, Khnda-Kuchi, 

Bong.; Cheryyn, Assam; Chek lonhi, Manipur: Myay-waof. Burm. ; 
( didha-churai, Vi v\y\i\ Tihud, Ban-law a, Main*.; 3/or-w/r/:;/, 4'am.; Muku- 
ptiredi, Tel. ; Keeswatinrn, Giiigalose. 

Coloration. Crown black, with a broad median buff or whitish 
longitudinal band, and a whitish superciliary stripe on each side; 
a dark brown band on lores from bill to eye ; sides of head u hitish, 
streaked witli brown ; chin white ; neck all round and upper breast 
buff with dark l)r()wu streaks, broadest above; upper back and 
scapulars velvety black, the broad rufous-buff edges of the scapulars 
forming two longitudinal bands on each side; tertiaries irregularly 
barred black and rufous buff; secondary-eovei’ts dai‘k brown with 
whitish spots; all ]jriinary-coverts, most of the larger secondary- 
coverts, primaries, and secondaries blackish brown; all, except the 
outer primaries, white-tipped ; secondaries mottled with white on 
inner webs ; lower liack black, with white fringes and bars to the 
feathers ; rump and upper tail-coverts rufous buff, broken up by 
black bars and shaft-lines ; tail-feathers black, with near the ends 
rufous cross-bands more or less mottled W'ith black, tips buff; 
lower breast and abdomen white, barred with brown on the flanks ; 
lower tail-coverts banded buff and blackish ; under wing-coverts 
and axillaries white, more or less barred with brown, but never 
evenly. The median secondaiy lower coverts are never barred, and 
the white on the axillaries in Indian birds always exceeds the 
brown in amount. It is probable, as Sharpe suggests, that the 
amount of white on the axillaries increases with the age of the 
bird, but certainly the dark bars are broader and more prevalent 
in European than in Indian skins. 

Bill rufous brown, paler at the base; irides deep brown; legs 
olive-green. Tail-feathers 14 or 16 in number. 

Length 10*5; tail 2*25; wing 5; tarsus 1*25; bill from gape 
2‘6, Females average a little larger than males and have longer 
bills (2*4 to 2*7 in males, 2 o to 2*9 in females ). Average weight 
of males 4*15 oz., of females 4*27. 

Histrihution. The Common Snipe breeds throiigbout the greater 
paft of Europe, Central and Northern Asia, but chiefly between 
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latitudes 50® and 70® IST,, and passes the winter in Southern Europe, 
N, Africa, and Southern Asia. Though found in winter in all 
parts of India, Ceylon, and Burma, at times it is by no means evenly 
distributed. It is the Snipe of the Upper Indo-Grangetic Plain, 
of Sind, the Punjab, Eajptitniia, Guzerat, the N.W. Provinces, 
Oudh, and Northern Bengal, and it predominates in the Peninsula 
north of the Godavari, and in some places farther south, at all 
events from October till February, but it is rare in Southern 
India and Ceylon, and to the eastward in Assam, Burma, &c. 

JJafilis, The Common Snipe arrives in Northern India as a 
rule in September or the beginning of October, ajid leaves in 
March. A few stragglers may bo met with before the end of 
August and after the Ist of April, and in certain favourite localities 
some birds may remain till May. There can be no doubt that a 
few Snipe breed in Kashmir and perhaps in other parts of tht^ 
Himalayas, though it is extraordinary that no instances appear 
to have been recorded, for it is asserted on apparently good 
authority that birds of this species do occasionally breed in the 
plains of India. In the ‘Asian’ for 1891 (Nov. 13th and 27th, 
and Dec. 18th) Lieut. G. de H. Smith states that he found a nest 
with three young in Gwalior territory on Oct. 31st, whilst 
Mr. E. C. Stuart Baker records the breeding of Snipe near Duinka, 
Sonthal Perguiinabs, in July and August, and both Mr. Baker and 
Mr. Hole state that Snipe (whether G, cwlestis or G, stemirais not 
mentioned) breed regularly in Cachar. 

Snipe keep to marshy ground, and feed chiefly on worms, which 
they obtain by thrusting their bills into soft mud and feeling for 
their food with the sensitive dilated tip. They also eat larvae of 
aquatic insects, small Crustacea, and mollusca. They move about a 
good deal in the early morning and late evening, and are to some 
extent nocturnal feeders, and they rest during the day amongst 
grass and reeds, or sometimes amongst weeds, where these form a 
thick floating mass, even on comparatively deep water, but Snipe 
never actually sit in water ; as Beid points out, they are careful to 
keep their breasts dry. When flushed they generally rise with 
a peculiar sibilant cry, not badly represented by ‘ psip.’ They 
are gregarious, but, except when migrating, seldon\ fly in flocks. 
Their flight is swift from the beginning, and very often eccentric at 
first, though far less so in calm air under a hot sun than on a cold 
day when a stiff breeze is blowing. As Snipe afford by far the 
best bird-shooting to be had in India, much has been written on 
tlieir habits, and an excellent account is given by Hume in the 
‘ Game Birds.’ 

In its breeding haunts, the Snipe makes whilst flying a peculiar 
drumming or bleating sound, the cause of which is still somewhat 
obscure, although Legge’s explanation that it is due to the puffs of 
air from the rapidly vibrating wing on the expanded tail-feathers 
(Birds Ceyl. p. 1218) seems most probable. The sound is only pro- 
duced whilst the bird is descending obliquely in the air. The nest is 
a cup-shaped hollow in moss, turf, or rushes, sparingly lined with 
grass ; in this four eggs are deposited, round at one end, conoidal 



GA^LLINAGO. 


289 


at the other, dall green to olive in colour, and double-spotted as 
usual. The eggs are very large for the size of the bird, measuriDg 
about 1*6 by 1*1. 

1485. Gallinago stenura. The Pintail Snipe. 

Scolopax stenura, Kuhl, Bonap. Ann. Star. Nat. Bologmij iv, 
p. 335 (1830); Seebnhm^ Charadr. p. 477. 

Scolopax horsfieldii, J. B. Gray in llardw. III. Ind. Zool. ii, pi. 64 
(1833-34). 

Gallinafro horsfieldii, O. 11. Grai/y Lint Sp. B. Brit. Mas. pt. iii, 
p. 110 (1844) ; Hume jS* Oates, S. F. iii, p. 182. 

Gallinago stenura*, Gray, Gen. B. iii, p. 583 ; Blyih, Cat. p. 272; 
Jerdan, B. I. iii, p. 074; Beavan, Ibis, 1808, p. 302; Blanford, 
J. A. S. B. xxxviii, pt. 2, p. 191 ; Godw - Austen, J. A. 8. B. xxxix, 
pt. 2, p. 273; xlv, pt. 2, p. 84; Walden, Ibis, 1873, p. 318; 
G. F. L. Marshall, S. I. i, p. 423; Cripps, ibid. p. 496; Hume., 
8. F, ii, p. 294 ; Parker, ibid. ]). 336 ; Le Messurier, S. F. iii, 
p. 380; Blyth Wald^ Birds Burnt, p. 156; Armstrong, 8. F. iv, 
p. 310; Butler, 8. F. \, pp. 212, 232; Hume. ibid. p)>. 214, 329; 
Hume ^ iJav, 8. F. vi, p. 459; Hume ^ Board. 8. F. vii, p. 3l) ; 
Davids. Sc Wenden, ibid. p. 88; Ball, ibid. p. 228; Cripps, ibid. 
p. 301 : Hume, ibid. p. 483 ; id. Cat. no. 870 ; Bingham, 8. F. viii, 
p. 196 ; Scully, ibid. p. 364 ; Bxitler, ibid. p. 501 ; Legge, Birds 
Ceylon, p. 816; Huxne 4 Marsh. Game B. iii, p. 339, pi. ; Vidal, 
8. F. ix, p. 83; Butler, ibid. p. 428; Ileid, 8. F. x, p. 68; 
Payment, ibid. p. 172; Davidson, ibid. p. 320; Dnrrnon, thid, 
p. 413 ; Oates, B. B, ii, p. 383 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 344 ; 
Hume S( Cripps, 8. F. xi, p. 319; Sharpe, Yark. Miss., Aves, 
p, 144 ; id. Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 619. 

This species is distinguished from the preceding (1) by having 
normally 26 tail-feathers (10 soft broad feathers in the middle, and 8 
narrow stiff feathers, shorter than the others, on each side) instead of 
the 14 in G, coelestls. (Occasionally there are, in G. stenura, according 
to Hume and other good authorities, as many as 9 lateral feathers 
on one side or on both, and on the other hand some of the feathers 
are often wanting. These feathers as a rule can only be seen by 
turning back the tail-coverts.) (2) By the wing-lining and axillaries 
in O. stenura being regularly and evenly barred throughout with 
blackish-brown and white, the bars of the two colours about equally 
broad : (3) by the bill in O. stenura being scarcely broader towards 
the point and furnished with few pores ; that oi’ G, ccelestis being 
considerably dilated and broader for the terminal inch and pitted 
with numerous pores, which eire best seen in the dried skin : (4) 
by the outer web of the 1st primary being brown in O, stenura, 
white or whitish in G. coelestis ; (5) by G, ccelestis having broad 
white tips to the secondaries, whilst G. stmura has narrow white 
edges or none. 


* Often printed sthenura, which however is incorrect, Oates has 
diOwn, the name was originally printed stenura by Bonaparte. Hume, it is 
true, in ‘ Game Birds/ p. 339 note, writes under the belief that sthenura was 
the original spelling, but he is mistaken. The epelling sthenura appears to have 
origii:Lat0d ia a misprint or mistake (Bote, Isis, 1833, p. 1077).^ 

YOL. tY* 
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As a rule the colour of G, stenura is slightly duller than that of 
(?. ccelestis throughout the upper parts, and the two may often be 
distinguished by this alone. 

Length 10*5; tail 1*8; wing 2*25; tarsus 1*8; bill from gape 
2*4 (males 2*12 to 2*5; females 2'38 to 2*62). The weight 
according to Hume, from wliom most of these details are taken, 
averages 3*91 oz. in males, 4*2 in females. 

Distribution. The Pintail Snipe breeds, so far as is known, in 
Eastern Siberia as far west as the Yenesei Valley, and migrates 
in summer to South-eastern Asia and the Malay Archipelago. It is 
very rare in the Punjab, 8ind, and N. W. Provinces, Kajputana, and 
Guzerat ; but increases in number to the southward and eastward, 
and is found throughout the Peninsula in winter, predominating 
in Mysore and Southern India, whilst on the highlands of the 
Deccan, in Bombay, and the Central Provinces, and even somewhat 
farther south, the Common Snipe is more abundant. In Ceylon 
the Pintail is very comrnori, and whilst in Orissa and Bengal the 
two species are on the whole equally distributed, everywhere 
fartlu^r east, in Assam, Sylhet, Cachar, and throughout Burma, 
G. stenura is the Snipe of the country, and only stragglers of 
G. ccelestis are found. As the Pintail arrives earlier in the year and 
leaves later than the Eantail, it is the more common species before 
tiiC middle of October and after the end of February in some 
places, for instance the neighbourhood of Calcutta, where the two 
species are on the whole equally abundant. 

Habits, ^^'c. The habits of the Pintail Snipe are so similar to those 
of the Fantail, that only a few differences need be noted. The 
present species arrives in India fully a fortnight or three weeks 
earlier and leaves later, but up to the present time no iuformatiou 
has been obtained of its breeding wjthin our limits. Both species 
are usually found in similar localities, but the Pintail feeds to a 
much greater extent on grubs, caterpillars, insects, Crustacea, and 
mollusca, and much less on worms, its bill being far less sensitive 
and consequently not so w^ell adapted for searching for food in 
mud. Doubtless because of the difference in foods, the present 
species is much more frequently found in dry grass or stubble, or 
low jungle, tlian its ally is. The cry is slightly different, but I have 
never been able to clearly recognize the distinction ; Hume says 
the note of the Pintail is sharper and more screechy ; Legge that 
it is less harsh. The flight of this Snipe is certainly heavier and 
less swift. 

1486. GalliaagO SOlitaria. The Himalayan Solitary Snijpe. 

Galliiiago solitaria, llodgs. Gleanings in Science, iii, p. 238 (1831) ; 
Bjyih, Cyt. p. 272; Adams, P.Z.^S. 1850, p. 180; Jerdon, B. I. 
iii, p. 673 ; Stoliczka, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 70 ; Beaxtan, 
Ibis, 1868, p. 392 ; Hume ^ Henders. Lah* to Yark. p. 286 ; 
Hume, Cat. no. 8d9 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 863 ; Hume Sf Martdk. 
Game B. iii, p. 333, pL ; Hume, 8, JF; ix, p. 283; Biddulph, 
Ibis, 1881, p. 96 ; Scully, ibid. p. 688; Smnhoe, His, 1882, p. 121 j 
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Marshall^ Ibis^ 188JI, p. 424 ; Jlume^ S. F, xi, p. 319 j Sharpe f Yark, 
Miss.^ AoeSf p. 144 ; id. Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 054. 

Scolopax hyenialia, Eoersmanrij Bull. Soc, Lnp. Nat MoscoUf 1845, 
pt. i, p. 255, pi. vi. 

Scolopax solitaria, Seehohm^ Charadr. p. 475. 

Coloration. The colours oF the upper parts much broken up and 
mixed, and with white not buff sireaks ; crown black spotted with 
rufous, median band narrow, wliite ; supercilia and sides of head 
white, speckled with black ; loral band and cheek-band below the 
eye mixed black and rufous ; back and scapulars black, spotted with 
rufous, scapulars with white or whitish borders; wing-coverts 
much barred w’ilh rufous and tipped white ; primary-coverts, 
larger secondary-coverts, primaries and secondaries dark brown, 
with narrow white tips; lower back with white bars, becoming 
buff spots on the rump; upper tail-coverts nearly uniforjii olive- 
brown with white tips ; median tail-feathers black, with a broad 
rufous subtermiual band, then a black bar and whitish tip ; outer 
tail-feathers ^ black at the base, white towards the end, wdth 
irregular dark cross-bars ; chin and throat white, often speckled 
dusky ; breast brown, more or less speckled and spotted with 
white ; abdomen generally white in the middle, barred dark l)rown 
on the flanks, sometimes barred throughout ; under wing-coverts 
and axillaries banded dark brown and white, the white bands 
slightly the broader. 

13ill plumbeous, black at tip, base of lower mandible yellowish 
brown ; irides dark brown ; feet dull oliv^e or pale yellowish green, 
soles yellowish {Sadlif). 

The tail-feathers vary in number from 10 to 24, 8 broader iti 
the middle and normally o (but the number varies from 4 to 8) 
narrower lateral rectricos on each side. 

Length 12*25 ; tail 2*75 ; wing 0*5 ; tarsus 1*3; bill from gape 
2*75. 

Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas from Afghanistan to 
Assam, also in North-eastern and Eastern Central Asia as far as 
Japan and Eastern Siberia. In the winter individuals have been 
shot at Kelat in Baluchistan, at several places along the base of 
the Himalayas, on tbe Garo and Khdsi hills, and near Hibrugarh 
in Assam, and one straggler was once obtained at Benares, but this 
Snipe has not been seen farther south. 

Habits., 4’c. This large Solitary Snipe is a widely different bird, 
both in structure and habits, from G. nemoricola ; it is found as 
often in marshes in open country as near forest. It is even met 
with not infrequently in the treeless Upper Indus valley and Tibet. 
It feeds cliiefly on insects and grubs, and has very much the flight 
and habits of G. stenura. It is undoubtedly found in the Hima- 
layas at from 9000 to 15,000 feet or higher in the breeding season, 
but the nest and eggs have not been described. 
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1487. Gallinag:o galUnula. Tfie Jack Snipe, 

ScolopaK f^allinula, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 244 (1706) ; SeeloJtm, 
Chntadr. p. 480. 

Gallinago pfallioula, Bhjthy Cat. p. 272; Jerdon, B. /. iii, p. 676 ; 
Godw.-Aud. J. A. S. Z>. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 273 ; Ihimv, S. F. i, 
p. 235 ; Adatn^ ibid. p. 395 ; Jhitlet'j S. F. iv, p. 15 ; Fairbanks ibid. 
p. 263 ; V, p. 410; Hume. Sf Hav. S. F. vi, p. 459 ; Davids. ^ Wend, 
S. F, vii, p. 88 ; Ball^ ibid. p. 228 ; Cripps, ibid, p, 302 ; llurney 
ibid, p. 484 ; id. Cat. no. 872 ; Scully. S. F. viii, p. 35(5 ; Leyye^ 
Birds Ceyl. p. 828 ; Hume Sc Marsh. Game B. iii, p. 373, pi. ; 
Vidal, S. F. ix, p. 84 ; Butler, ibid. p. 428 ; Jteid, S. F. x, p. 69 ; 
Fdm, ibid. p. 165 ; Davidson, ibid. p. 320; Davison, ibid. p. 414 ; 
Tayhr, ibid. p. 465 ; Oates, li. B. ii, p. 384 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. 
]>. 34(5 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 321. 

liiinriocrypti'S pallinuia, Kuup, Kntiirl. Syst. p. 118: St. John, 
Ibis, 1889, p. 176; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 6()5. 



Fig. 6(). — Hoad of G. gallinula. ]. 


Coloration. Crown and nape black, with rufous specks, very 
narrow on forehead between the broad superciliary stripes 
wliicli run from the bill to the nape; no median pale band on crown ; 
sides of head whitish epeclded ; a broad dark loral band from the bill 
to the eye, and a distinct dark cheek-stripe from just behind the gape 
to beneath the eye and ear-coverts ; hind neck and sides of neck 
fulvous-brown, with fine black bars and traces of white fringes ; 
back and scapulars black, glossed with metallic green and purple, 
spotted with rufous; outer webs of scapulars chiefly rich biift*, 
forming a broad band down each side of the back ; outer webs of 
tertiaries rufous and black, with buff outer edges ; lesser and 
median wing-coverts black with buff edges ; larger secondary- 
coverts and primary-coverts, primaries and secondaries brownish 
black, tips of the coverts and secondaries white ; rump black, with 
purple and green gloss; upper tail coverts and tail-feathers dark 
brown with buff borders ; chin whitish ; fore neck and upper 
breast brown mixed u ith white and with dark streaks ; lower 
breast and abdomen white ; under tail-coverts white, with brownish 
shaft-stripes. 

Bill blackish brown at tip, darkish brow-n on nostrils and along 
commissure, the rest paler ; irides deep brown ; legs pale greenish 
(Hume), Tail of 12 soft, pointed feathers. 

Length 8*5 ; tail 2 ; wing 4*25 ; tarsus *95 ; bill from gape 

1 * 6 . 

Distribution, This bird breeds in the North of Europe and Asia, 
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chiefly north of the Arctic circle, and passes the winter in the 
southern countries of Europe and Asia and in N. Africa. It 
occurs throughout India, Ceylon, and Burma at that season, but is 
rare in the two latter, and most common in >iorthern India. 

Jfahits^ The Jack Snipe generally arrives in India in Sep- 
tember and leaves in April. It is found in similar haunts to tliose 
of other Snipes, but generally in thicker cover, amongst thick 
grass or weeds or rushes, in damp rather than wet places ; it lies 
very close and rises silently with a peculiar fluttering flight, and it 
never flies far. As a rule it is a solitary bird and has an especial 
predilection for particular spots. Its food resembles that of other 
Snipes, and it is, according to many good authorities, the most 
delicately flavoured in a particularly delicious genus. Of course it 
never breeds in India ; its eggs are remarkable for their large size ; 
the four eggs that it usually lays are said to weigh more than an 
ounce and a half, whilst the bird itself weighs but two. 

Genus ROSTRATULA, Vieill., 1816. 

Bill slender and long, but shorter than in Oallinayo generally; 
the ti]) slightly swollcii and bent downward, not pitted ; both 
mandibles grooved at the side ; nostrils basal. Legs of moderate 
length ; toes long, tibia naked for a considerable distance. Wings 
ample, rather sliort and broad, first and second (piills subetjual and 
longest. Tail of 14 feathers. 8exes different in plumage. 

A non-migratory genus of weak flight, with the sexes differing 
in plumage when adult. Three species are known, one peculiar to 
Australia, a second found in 8outli America, whilst the third 
inhabits India and Africa. 

1488. Rostratula capensis. The Tainted JSnipe, 

Sculopax capensis, Lhm. Nat, i, p. 246 (1760). 

Kalins benghalensis, Linn. t. c. p, 266 (1766). 

Kostratula capensis, Vieill. Noiiv. Lid. d'Hist. Nat. vii, p. 1 (1817) ; 
Sharpe^ Cat. B. M. xxiv, p. 686. 

Bhynchiea capensis, Cnv. Bhjne An, i. p. 488 (1817); Walden^ 
Tr. Z. JS. ix, p. 265 ; Wood-^Mason, P. Z. JS. 1878, p. 745 ; Wardl. 
Jtams. IbiSf 1880, p. 71; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 800; Htime ^ 
Marsh. Game B. iii, p. 681, pi., also pi. ii, fig. (egg); Butler y 
B. F. ix, p. 428; Beidy S. F. x, p. 69; JIawkms, ibid. p. 172; 
JJavidsoUj ibid. p. 620 ; Oates, li. B. ii, p. 686 ; Hume, iS. F. xi, 
p. 322 ; iSeebohm, Charadr. p, 456 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. 
iii, p. 650. 

lihynchfea bengnlensis, Hutton, J. A. S. B. xvi, p. 790 ; Blyih, Cat. 
p. 276; Jerdon, B. 1. iii, p. 677; Stoliczka, J. A. S, B. xxxvii, 
pt. 2, p. 70 ; King, dnd. p, 217 ; Hume, S. F. i, p. 265 ; Adam, ibid. 
p, 396 ; Oates, S. F. iii, p. 346 ; Butler, S. F'. iv, d. 15 ; v, p. 226 ; 
Hume Lav. S. F, vi, p. 469 ; Oodw.-Aust. X A. S. B. xlvii, 
pt, 2, p. 21 ; Butler, S. F. vii, p. 187 ; Ball Hume, ibid. p. 228 ; 
Cripps, ibid, p. 302 ; Hume^ ibid. p. 484 ; id. Cat. no. 876 ; Hoig, S. F. 
viii, p. 371 ; Vidal, F. ix, p, 84 ; Binghafn, ibid. p. 197 ; Davids 
eoftf &id, p, 230 ; Haiison, F x p. 414; Barms Bu'ds Bom, 
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p. 347 ; iWl Jour» Bom, N, JET. Soc, p. 69; vi, p. 130, fig. 873 

Oharij Nepal. ; Kone.j Konchattay Kol. (Singhblioom) ; Tihudy Pan- 
Imva^ Mrthr. (Ratnagiri) ; Mail ulan, Tam.; Baggarjiy Beng. ; Mnja- 
hmswaiuway Ciiig. 



Rig. ()7. — Head of R. cojjcnsis, 9* ]• 


Colornfion. Male, Crow’n blackish olivaceous, witli a broad 
median buff band, narrow ring round the eye and a short stri])e 
running back from it also bufP ; lores brown, sides of head white 
with brown streaks ; bind neck ashy brown, more or less tinged 
with olive and indistinctly barred with blackish ; mantle similar 
but more olive, with rather distant narrow white bars and broad 
patches of dark green fringing them ; outer borders of scapulars 
buff, forming a band down each side of the back ; on the tertiaries 
and wing-coverts broad buff black-edged bands come in and ])as8 
externally into spots ; quills bluish grey, with fine wavy black linos 
and with oval buff* spots on the outer webs, which are black 
towards the base ; rump, upper tail-coverts, and tail-feathers 
bluish grey with black bars ; some buff spots on the coverts and 
tail; chin whitish; sides of neck, fore neck and upper breast 
browm, streaked with white on the neck, and ending posteriorly in 
a blackish gorget ; low’er breast and abdomen, flanks and lower 
tail-coverts white, a w’hite band passing up on each shoulder 
behind the gorget to join the buff scapular band ; sides of breast 
behind the white band olive-brown and black. 

In the adult female the lores and cheeks are rufous, passing, on 
the throat, into dull chestnut that extends around the neck and is 
bounded posteriorly by the broad blackish pectoral gorget ; mantle 
grey washed with olive, wdth narrow^ blackish bars, but without 
any buff or white bars or spots (buff spots on the quills, as in 
males) ; a tuft of pure white lanceolate feathers beneath the 
scapulars ; otherwise the plumage resembles that of the male. 

Young of both sexes resemble adult males. It is supposed by 
some observers that the female after breeding resumes the male 
plumage, but this has never been clearly ascertained. 

Bill and legs olive-brown ; irides olive-brown {Oates), The 
trachea* is convoluted in the female only (see Wood-Mason, I, <?.), 
but much less so than in the Australian species R, australis. 
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Length of males 10 ; tail 1*6 ; wing 5 ; tarsus 1*75 ; bill at front 
1*75. Females are larger : wing about 5*4, bill nearly 2. 

Distnbution, Throughout the greater part of Africa, Madagascar, 
and Southern Asia. This bird is common in the Nile valley in 
Egvpt, and has been reported from Asia Minor, but has not been 
observed in Arabia, Persia, or Baluchistan. It is, however, said by 
Hutton to occur at Kandahar, and it was obtained by Captain 
Cook in the Kiirarn valley, and by Stoliczka on the Wular Lake, 
Kashmir. As a rule it seldom occurs in the Himalayas, but is 
found all over India, Ceylon, and Burma, and, though it is rare in 
Tenasserira and the Malay Peninsula, it ranges east to Sumatra, 
Java, Borneo and tlie Philippines, the southern and eastern parts 
of China, and Southern Japan. 

IJahits, The Painted Snipe is resident, though it moves 
about the country as its haunts dry or are inundated, and in some 
parts of India it is only found in the monsoon. It keeps to moist, 
not flooded, ground and thick rushes or grass, often mixed with 
bushes. It has much the skulking running habits and somewhat 
the flight of Bails, and is usually difficult to flush. It swims well. 
The female has a guttural croaking note, that of the male is 
shriller, the difference being due to the construction of the trachea. 
Painted Snipes feed mainly on insect grubs and mollusca, but also 
eat grain, seeds of grass, &c. They afford no sport in shooting 
and are very inferior eating, coarse and muddy in taste. They 
breed probably twice in the year or even oftener, and nests have 
been found at all seasons. The nest is the usual hollow, often 
with a pad of grass or rushes, and the eggs are four in number, 
yellowish stone-colour as a rule, with very large irregular blackish- 
brown blotches, and measure about 1*39 bv 1. 




Fig, 68 . — Hhyncfurps (UbkvUia. 


Order XVIII. GAVI^. 

It is now generally recognized that the Gulls and Terns with 
their allies, constituting the Order Gatw, are nearly related to 
the Limicolce. The resemblance between the two groups is shown 
in almost every detail of their anatomy, and it is even a question 
whether they should not, as has been proposed by some writers, be 
united into one order. Some points of similarity are well known ; 
for instance, the fact that the eggs of Gulls and Terns so closely 
resemble those of Plovers that a not inconsiderable proportion of 
the eggs sold in Europe as “ Plovers’ eggs ” have been laid by Terns. 
Even as regards the webbed feet, to which the Gavias owe their 
inclusion in the Cnvierian J^'aiatores, it may be observed that some 
Limicoline types, like the Avocet, have w^ebs developed between 
the toes to very nearly the same extent as flydrochdidon amongst 
the Terns. 




297 


In the present order the bill is generally of moderate length, the 
feet webbed, the hind toe small (occasionally wanting), raised above 
the plane of the anterior toes and not united with them by web. 
The wings are long, and there are 11 primaries, but the terminal 
one is very short and inconspicuous ; fifth secondary wanting. 
Tail-feathers 12. Oil-gland tuft(‘d. Spinal feather-tract well 
defined on the neck by lateral bare tracts, and forked on the upper 
back ; the dorsal apterium well developed. An aftershaft present. 

The skull is schi/.ognathous and schizorhinal ; vomer well 
developed; no basipterygoid processes ; nostrils pervious. Cervical 
vertebra? 15. hurcula U-shaped. Two carotids; caoca present, 
but small and functionless in Gulls. The ambiens is found 
in all except Uh.ynchops ; the fern or o* caudal, semitendinosus, and 
accessory semitendinosus are always present; the accessory 
femoro-eauclal is present in Sterna and Rkynchops, wanting in 
Larm and Si er cord rim. 

Eggs double-spotted. Kest none or a scanty structure of grass. 
The young are covered with down when hatched, and able to run, 
but they are hui f)y the parents for some days. 

Scarcely any two writers agree as to the classification of the 
members corn]»osiiig the present order. Apart from the question 
as to \\ hether the Auks and their allies {Alcidce) should be placed 
here or should form a separate group, a question that does not 
affect the present work, for no species of t he Auk family is Indian, 
it is doubtful w hether the Skimmers {JUiynchops) and the Skuas 
{SUrcorarins) should be regarded as subfamilies of Laridm or 
distinct families, and the separation of the Terns as a subfamily 
from the Gulls has more weight of authority than evidence of 
structural distinction in its favour*. 

The two families of Gavuv are thus distinguished : — 


Bill without a cere ; claws moderately curved, not 

sharp ; cjeca rudimentary Laridae, p. 297. 

Bill with a cere ; claws strong, much curved and [p. 528. 

sharp ; caeca long Stercoraxildae, 


Family LAEID.E. 

No cere to the bill. Cmca small and functionless. Sternum 
with two notches on each side of the posterior margin. 


^ In adopting the arrangement of Mr. Howard Saunders, whose valuable 
work of many years on this order has recently been crowned by his British 
Museum Catalogue, I accept his decision without feeling quite satisfied that a 
different classitication may not ultimately have to be adopted, as indeed he 
himself stiggests. There is much to be said in favour of making the Skuas a 
subfamily of LaridcB, uniting Larince and SternincB as a single subfamily, and 
raising tbe Skimmerj to the rank of a separate family, Rhyn^opidcs ; or else, as 
i*eoently proposed by Mr. Beddard (B.Z.S. 1896, p. 303), classing ail four 
groups^ 0 uUb, Terns, Skimmers and Skuas, as subfamilies of Larida, 
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The Laridce may be divided into three subfamilies, thus dis- 
tinguished : — 

a* The upper mandible longer than the 


lower Lanna\ p. 298. 

h. The mandibles of equal length ^ternimr^ p. 306. 

c. Bill excessively compressed, the lower 
mandible much longer than the 
upper lihijnchoinntv^ p. 327. 


Subfamily LARINiE. 

Bill stout, compressed, of moderate length, the upper mandible 
the longer, much curved at the end ami usually bent down over 
the tip of the lower, angle of the lower mandible prominent and 
near the end of the bill ; nostrils oblong, some distance from the 
base of the mandible. Tarsus of moderate length, scutulated in 
front; feet large, toes fully webbed, hind toe small and in one 
genus (not Indian) wanting. Wings long, exceeding the tail. 

The Gulls are sea-birds as a rule, though many of them are 
found about rivers and marshes, and even inland tar from water. 
They are active and noisy, of powerful flight, and many of them 
are migratory, only two of the species that visit the Indian coasts 
having been found breeding there. They feed but little on living 
fish, chiefly on dead fish, Crustacea, and garbage of all kinds floating 
or on the shox'e ; and inland they eat insects, worms, eggs, weakly 
or young birds. They habitually rest on the water of sea, lake, or 
I’iver, though they may often be seen sitting on land, and they 
walk and swim well. 

There is but a single Indian genus. 

Genus LARUS, Linn., 1766. 

Characters of the subfamily. Tail of moderate length, square 
at the end. Wing long, Ist primary longest. 

This genus is cosmopolitan or nearly so, but a majority of the 
44 species (several of which are geographical races or subspecies) 
enumerated in Mr. Howard Saunders's British Museum Catalogue 
inhabit the temperate regions of the Northern or Southern Hemi- 
sphere. Seven species have been recorded on Indian coasts and 
rivers, but whilst all of these occur to the westward in Sind, only four 
have been observed in the Bay of Bengal and but two in Ceylon. 

Key to the Species, 

a. A black or dark brown head in summer, traces 
of which usually remain in winter. 
a\ Mantle pale grey in adults. 

a' Size large ; wing 19 L, iehthyaUmf p. 299, 

h‘\ Size moderate. 

d*. Wing 11;75 ; first quill white in adults, 

with black edges and tip L, ridilmndus^ p, 309. 
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h*. Wing 13; first quill in adults black, [p. 301. 

with a wdiite subterminal band .... L. hrunmicephaluSy 

h'. Mantle dark brown at all ages L. hernprichiij p. 302^ 

h. No black or brown head ; mantle grey. 

6-', Wing 12; bill and legs red X. gvlastes, p, 303. 

d\ Wing 18 ; bill yellow in adults, legs 
yellowish. 

c' . Mantle dark slaty grey X. nfiinis, p. 304. 

d". Mantle light bluish grey L. cachinnans, p, 305. 


This key applies to adults, young birds are dilFicult to diagnose 
except by dimensions. 

1489. Larus icbthyaetus. The Great Blade -headed Gull, 

Larus ichthyaetus, Pall. Jids. liuss, lieidm, ii, p. 713 (1773) ; JUyth, 
Gat. p. 288; ILimVy tS\ F. i, ]>. 270; MpHmrier\ S. F. iii, 
p. 382; XV///, S. P\ vii, p. 233; Jlnmpy ibid. p. 407 ; id. Cat. no. 970; 
Legye^ Birds Ceyl. p. J04(); Vidals B. F. ix, p. 94; Butler, ibid. 
p. *439 ; Biddalph, Ibis, 1882, p. 289 ; Reid, S. F. x,y. 453 ; Oates, 
B. B. ii, p. 414; Barnes j Birds Bom. p. 424; Jtunie, S. F. xi, 
p. 348 ; Saunders, Cat. B. M. xxv, p. 17(). 

Kroikocephalus ichthyaitiis, Jerdon^ B. 1. iii, p. 831. 

Larus innomiiiatus, ILamCj S..P\ viii, p. 394 (1879) ; Oates, B. B. ii, 
p. 410. 

Coloration, In summer the whole lieacl and upper ntick are 
hlack except two small patches ot* white feathers on the eyelids, 
one above, one below ; neck all round, lower parts, tail, and tail- 
coverts white ; mantle (back, rump, scapulars, lertiaries, and wing- 
coverts) pale grey with a slaty tinge ; first five primaries and 
their coverts white ; outer web of 1st primary except near the end 
and a patch of varying extent on the inner web black, and a broad 
black subterra inal bar of varying form on the next 4 or 5 quills ; the 
remaining primaries grey on the inner web, the grey extending on 
the secondaries to both webs, only a border of white remaining. 

In winter the head is white, more or Jess mixed and streaked 
with brownish black. The black hood is assumed about February. 

Young birds are brown above, the feathers with pale edges ; 
head mostly white ; lower parts white, spotted and mottled with 
pale brown on the sides of the neck and upper breast; quills 
dark brown, the secondaries edged white; upper tail-coverts and 
basal two-thirds of tail white, terminal third of tail blackish brown, 
tipped w liite. There is a gradual change to grey in the mantle, 
and the amount of black on the earlier primaries decreases with 
age. 

Bill wax-yellow, with a transverse subterminal black band, gape 
and tip dull crimson ; bill in young birds dark brown ; irides deep 
brown; legs and feet dull Indian yellow (Anderson). 

Len^h 26 ; tail 7*5 ; wing 19 ; tarsus 3 ; bill from gape 3 
to 3’8. 

Distribution. This large &ull breeds in Central Asia from the 
Caspian Sea to Eastern Turkestan, and migrates in winter to 
Southern Asia and lYorth^eastern Africa. It has not been obtained 
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farther east than Burma, and in Tenasserira has only been observed 
at Amherst, but it is not rare in Northern India and in Pegu in 
well-vvatored tracts, and it is occasionally found, though it is by no 
means common, throughout the Peninsula and in Ceylon. A 
remarkably small female (wing 16*5) from Gopalpur near Ganjam, 
with much black on the primaries, w'us separated by Hume as 
L. innojniaatus^ but is not regarded as distinct by Saunders, nor 
does the difference appear to me to be of specific importance. 

Nahits^ 4r. The Great Black-headed Gull is found inland 
about large rivers and large pieces of water, as well as on the 
coast. It is a bird of graceful and powerful flight. 

1400. Larus ridibundus. T/te Lamjldnrj Gull, 

Lams ridibundus, Linn. St/st. Xat i, p. (17(50) ; Bhjtliy Cat. 
p. 280; /r/>y, Ihis^ 1801, p. 24(5; llume^ S, P, i, p. 278; Adam, 
thid. p. 4(t‘j ; Godw,-Amf . J. A. S. Ji. xlv, pt. 2, p. So ; Ilume^ S. F. 
iv, pp. 410,418 ; vii, pp. 98, 407 ; id. Cat. no. OBJ ; Tidal, S. F. ix, 
p. 94 ; Butler, ibid. p. 400; Setillj/, Ibis, 1881, p. r>t)4 ; Oates, B. B. 
ii, p. 418; Barnes, Birds Born. p. 425; Hume, B. F. xi, p. 040; 
St. John, Ibis, 1880, p. 180; Sharps, Yark. Miss., Ares, p. 104; 
Saunders, Cat. B. M . xxv, p. 207. 

Xoraa ridibanda, Jerdon, B. 1. iii, p. 802; Hume Headers, Lah. to 
Yark. p. 001. 

Coloration. In summer the whole bead and upper neck are deep 
brown, varying from sepia to chocolate-brown ; neck all round, 
lower parts, rump, and tail white; mantle pearl-grey; the first 
five primaries and their coverts white except that the tip, greater 
part of outer web and inner border of the Ist primary are black; 
the 2 nd is similar except that there is less black on tlie outer 
border ; the Ord has the tip, broad inner border, and a fringe 
running some distance up the outer border black ; the black at the 
end increases on the 4th and 5th quills, but grey begins to replace 
the white; in the inner primaries the black disappears and the 
feathers become grey ; the secondaries are pale grey like the mantle. 

In winter the head is white, generally slightly mixed with 
brown on the nape, and with brown patches in front of each eye 
and behind the ear-coverts. The brown hood is assumed about 
February. 

Young birds are at first brown above, but soon become white on 
the head and grey on the mantle, some of the wung-coverts and 
the tertiaries remaining brown longest; the end of the tail is 
black, the black bar diminishing on the outer rectrices ; the 
primaries have the borders and the ends black and a white band 
running down the middle. 

Bill and legs deep red, irides dark brown {Jerdon) ; edge of 
’orbit deep carmine {Dresser). In young birds the bill is dull 
yellow, legs and feet dull reddish 3 'ellow. 

Length 16; tail 4*75; wing 12; tarsus 1’75 ; bill from 
gape 1-8. 

Distribution. This Gull breeds in temperate Europe and Asia 
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and passes the winter in Africa and Southern Asia, ranging to the 
Philippines. It is common at that season in Kashmir and 
Northern India and is found on the west coast as far south as 
Ttavancore, but to the eastward it lias only been observed about 
the head of the Bay of Bengal. Godwin-Austeri obtained it in 
Assam, and Ilume in Manipur, but it does not appear to have 
been observed in Burma. 

JJahits, 4‘c. The Laughing Gull in India is found alike on the 
sea-coast and about large rivers, marshes, and the larger tanks. It 
breeds inland, but has not been recorded as nesting within our 
area. Dr. Leith Adams, it is true (P. Z. 8. ISoS, ]j. o09), states 
that it breeds on the fresh and salt-water lakes of Ladak, but he 
omits all reference to the species in his subsequent account 
(P. Z. 8. 1859) of the birds of that area. 

1491. Larus bnmneicephalus. IVie Brown-headed GulL 

Larus brunnicophalus*, Jerdon, Madr. Jour. L. S. xii, p. 25 (^1810); 
Blt/thf Cat. p. 289; Layard, A. M. N. H. (2) xiv, p. 270; Leith 
Adams, P. Z. A 1858, p. 509; 1859, p. 190; >Stolicz/ca, J. A. kS\ B. 
xli, pt. 2, p. 250 ; Jdmne, S. F. i, p. 278; Adam, ibid. ]). 402; 
Oates, is. F. iii, p. 347; Armstrotaj, iS. F. iv, p, 350; llwnv., 
ibid. pp. 413, 450, 459; Butler, IS. F. iv, p. 31 ; v, p. 235; Hume 
Dav. S. F. vi, p. 491 ; Hume, S. F. vii, p. 98 ; Onpps, ibid. p. 313 ; 
Hume, Cat. no. 980; Leyge, Birds Ceyl. p. 1049; Vidal, S. P\ ix, 
p. 94; Butler, ibid. p. 439 ; Iteid, S. F. x, p. 80; Oates, B. B. ii, 
p. 417; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 425; Jhmie, F. xi, p. 349; 
Oates in Hume's N.^ E. 2nd. ed. iii, p. 293 ; Sharpe, Yark. Miss., 
Aves, p. 134; Saunders, Cat. B. M. xxv, p. 215. 

Xema brunnicephala, Jerdnn, B. I. iii, p. 832 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B, 
xxxix, pt. 2, p. 275; Lloyd, Ibis, 1873, p. 420; ILnme Henders. 
lAih. to Yark. p. 300, pi. xxxii; Wiirdl. Ramsay, Ibis, 1877, 
p. 472. 

Dhomra, II. (Reid), probably a name used for all Gulls. 

Coloration, Very like that of L, ridibundus, both in summer and 
winter ; but the present species is larger, the brown of the head is 
paler in front and becomes darker where it meets the while of the 
neck, and the first five primaries are difl^erently marked, all being 
white at the base with long black ends which rapidly dimiriish in 
length from the Ist ; the first two have a large rounded white spot 
near the end, and occasionally there is a much smaller w hite spot 
on the 3rd. 

Young birds differ from young L. ridihundm iu having the 
greater part of the primaries uniform brownish black, white 
commencing to appear beyond the coverts on the 4th and increasing 
on the inner primaries, which have wLite tips ; there is also a 
more distinct white tip beyond the black band on the tail. 

Bill, inside of mouth, edges of eyelids, and legs deep red; irides 


♦ The name hnmniceps, proposed by Oabania (J. f. O. 1853, p. 105), is 
preferable, but has not been adopted by omithologiats. 
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white, often yellow or brownish in adults : in the young the iris is 
brown, bill yellov\ish oninge, dusky at the tip, legs and feet 
orange, the web duller. 

Length about 17 ; tail 5*25; wing 13*5; tarsus 2; bill from 
gape 2*4. 

Distribution, In winter this Gull is found coraraonly about the 
coasts of India, Ceylon, and Burma, also on the larger rivers and 
large marshes, tanks, &c. Though common in Assam, Manipur, 
and Burma, it has not been met with farther east ; and it has not 
been often recorded west of Sind, though Barnes found it plenti- 
iully at Aden. It breeds in Central Asia. 



Fig, 09.— Head of L. brimiinccpJmlm in breeding-plumage. 


Habits, 4'c- Like other Gulls this species occurs more or less 
gregariously, and may be seen resting on the water, or jiving about 
and feeding on hsh or oilal. Jt has been observed breeding by 
l)r. Leith Adams about lakes in Ladak, and Dr. Henderson found 
it abundant in the breeding-season (.July) on a stream running 
into the Pangong Lake at 15,000 feet, but the nest and eggs have 
not been described. 

Larns minuius is said by Irby (Ibis, 1861, p. 246) to have been 
once shot by him in January 1859 near Jehangerabad, Oiidh, but 
as neither Jerdon nor Hume has admitted the bird as Indian, the 
latter suspecting some mistake’*^, and as no other instance of this 
Gulfs occurrence in India is known, 1 do not enumerate it amongst 
Indian species. It is one of the Gulls with bead black in summer 
and M bite in winter, and if found it may be recognized by its small 
size (wing 8*75 only) and by all the quills in adults being grey 
'with w'bite tips. 

1492. Larus hemprichi. The Sooty Gull, 

Adelarus bempricbii, Bruch, Jour,f. Orn, 1853, p. 106. 

Lams bempricbii, Hume, 8. F, i, pp. 46, 279 j iv, p. 414; Blanf, 
Fastern Tersia, ii, p. 292 ; Butler Hume, 8. F. v, p. 296 ; Hurne, 
Cat no. 981 ter; Barnes, Birds Bom, p. 426; Oates in Humds 
H, ^ E, 2iid ed. iii, p. 293 ; 8aundeTs, Cat, B, M, xxv, p. 221, 

Coloration, In the breeding-season the head all round is dark 

♦ I am aaBured by Col. Irby that be knew tlie epecies well and identified 
it without doubt. 
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brown, darker behind and blackish at the nape, where the hood 
terminates abruptly against a narrow white collar running round 
the back and sides of the neck, but the blackish-brown area is 
carried far down the fore neck till it meets the paler greyish-brown 
of the lower neck, upper breast, and sides of breast, the white 
collar also fading into the same; mantle, incliidiug rump, dark 
brown ; quills blackish, all except the first 3 or 4 primaries white- 
tipped; some white on the edge of the wing, but wing- lining brown 
like the mantle ; middle of breast, abdomen, tail-coverts above and 
below, and tail white. 

In winter the white collar is wanting, the head paler and 
mottled whitish, chin white, throat and fore neck mottled white 
and brown. (Generally some traces of a dark subterminal bar are 
seen on the tail. 

Young birds have the upper plumage lighter brown, with broad 
wliity-brovx u fringes to the scapulars, terliaries, and w-ing-cov^erts, 
aud the tail is dark brown. The brown on the tail diminisht^s 
gradually and becomes a subtermiual band in birds with adult 
j)lumage otherwise. 

Bill pale greenish drab, the tip red, divided from the green by a 
black bar ; irides brown ; legs and feet pale yellowdsh drab {Butler). 
In younger birds the bill is dusky, tipped with orange, and the legs 
brownisli plumbeous. 

Length of males 19; tail 5; wing 14; tarsus 2; bill from gape 
2-G. Females are rather smaller. 

Distrihuiiou . Common on ttie coasts of the Lower Bed Sea, of 
East Africa as far south as Zanzibar, aud of Southern Arabia, 
Baluchistan, and Sind. A single individual was seen by llume at 
Bombay, but this Gull, though very abundant on the Makrau coast, 
becomes scarce cast of the mouths of the Indus. 

Ifafyits, tj'c. This is a marine species and has not been noticed 
inland. It is in many places very tame and collects around fishing- 
boats to feed on fish oEai, even coming when the fishermen call 
and make a sign of throwing something out. Large flocks are 
often seen resting on the sea. It breeds on small rocky islands, 
and Butler obtained many eggs in August from Astola near Pasni, 
Makrau. The eggs are whitish stone to brow^nish buff in colour, 
freely but not very thickly spotted with dark brown and pale lilac, 
and measure about 2*27 by 1*58. 

1493. Larus gelastes. The Slender-billed Gull, 

Larus gelastes, Licht., Thienem. Fvrtpjldnz, Vog. Fur. pt. v, p. 22 
(1838) ; Blanf. Eastern Persia, ii, p. 291 ; Hume, Cat. no. 981 
quat. ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 426 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 
2iid ed. iii, p. 294 ; Saunders, Cat. B. M. xxv, p. 230. 

Xema lamhriischini, Bonap, Icon. Faun. Hal., Ucc, pp. 135, 186*, 
pi. 45 (1840). 

Larus lambruschlni, Hume, S. F. i, p. 274 ; Butler, S. F. v, p. 286. 

Coloration, Head, neck, under surface, upper tail-coverts, and 
tail white j all, except the head, suffused with a roseate tinge that 
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disappears generally in dried skins ; mantle pearl-grey, coverts 
and quills a little darker ; outer primary-coverts and greater part 
of first four .primaries white ; on 1st primary the outer u eb, tip and 
edge of inner web, on the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th the tip, a broad inner 
border and a small nortion, varying in amount, of the outer border 
are black ; the 4lh is grey on the inner web near the shaft, the 
5th and 6th on both webs, they also having black ends ; 7th and 
later primaries grey like secondaries. 

There is apparently no cliange in wnriter. Young birds have 
some brown on the mantle, retained longest on tlie wing-coverts 
and tertiaries ; the black portions of the ])rimaries occupy more of 
the feathers than in adults, and there is a dark brown terminal 
band to the tail. 

Bill deep red; eyelids bright red, irides y)ale yellow; legs and 
feet deep red {Hume), Immature birds have bill, legs, and feet 
pale orange. 

Length of males 18; tail 4*0; wing 12; tarsus 2 ; bill from 
gape 2*5. Females are rather smaller, wing 11. 

Distribution, Mediterranean, Black 8ea, Ckis()ian, Bed Sea, and 
Persian Gulf; west coast of Africa as far south as 8enegambia, 
and in winter the coasts of Baluchistan and 8ind, where this Gull 
is very common at that season. 

Habits^ ^c, A sea-bird, not usually found on fresh waters. At 
Karachi and along the Makran coast, in winter, it occurs in vast 
flocks, that generally rest on shore in the middle of the day, but 
Butler found that it had almost disappeared in May. He, how- 
ever, found this species breeding in a salt swantp near llormara, on 
the Makran coast, and he obtained eggs at the end of July. They 
w*ere laid, usually three in each nest, on pads of seaweed, were as a 
rule dull whitish, with numerons spots and blotches of dark brown 
and greyish lilac, and measured about 2*18 by 1*52. 

1494. Larus affinis. The DarJc-haclced Herring-Gull, 

Larus fiiscus. apud Blyth^ J. A, S. B, xvi. p. 792 ; id. Cat, p. 288, 
pt. ; Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 830 ; Blythy IhiSy 1867, pp. 176, 314 ; 
Blanf. Eastern Persia, ii, p. 290 ; nee Linn, {conf, Hume, 8, F, iv, 
p. 502). ^ 

Larus affinis, Reinhardt, Vidensk, Meddel, 1853, p. 78 ; Saunders, 
P,Z.S. 1878, m 171 ; Hmne, S. F. vii, p. 4(53; id. Cat. no. 978 
ter ; Vidal, S. F, ix, p. 94 ; Butler, ibid. p. 439 ; Bames, Birds 
Bom. p. 424 ; Saunders, Cat. B. M. xxv, p. 254. 

Larus fuscescens, Hayes Lloyd, Ibis, 1873, p. 420. 

Larus occidentalis, apud Hume, S. F, i, p. 273 ; ii, p. 50 ; iv, pp. 414, 
418. 

Coloration, Head and neck all round, rump, tail, and whole 
under sui-face, with wing-lining, white; mantle slate-grey; all 
quills and longer scapulars with wKite tips, and the first 6 to 8 
primaries partly black ; on the first primary the black extends 
from the coverts, with the exception of a grey wedge on the inner 
web, to within about 2*5 in. of the tip, then comes a broad white 
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band, and then a subterminal black bar and white tip ; on the 
second the grey wedge comes farther down the inner web, the rest 
is black, except the white tip about half an inch long, and in some 
birds a white spot near the tip ; in the third and subsequent 
primaries the grey base conies farther and farther down both webs, 
the black is reduced to a subtenninal band and finally disappears. 

The only difference in winter is that there are almost always a 
few brown spots on the crown and hind neck. 

Young birds are brown above with broad whitish edges to the 
feathers; quills blackish brown; rump and upper tail-coverts 
white, with large brown spots : rectrices dark brown, mottled with 
white towards the base and tipped white ; lower surface brownish 
at first, then white, blotched with brown at the sides. In the 
next phase the back-feathers and scapulars are irregularly banded 
with light brown, which afterwards becomes grey, and there is a 
gradual passage to the adult plumage, which is said only to be 
attained after the fourth autumnal moult. 

Bill in adults yellow, ^ith a bright red patcli on lower mandible 
near the tip ; gape and eyelids orange-red ; irides pale yellow to 
white ; legs and feet pale yellow : young birds have the bill black 
at the end, fleshy white at the base ; irides brown ; legs greyish 
fleshy (lJume). 

Length of males 24; tail 7 ; wing 17 ; tarsus 2*75; middle toe 
and claw 2-4 ; bill from gape 3. Females are slightly smaller. 

Distribution. This Gull breeds in N.E. Europe and Siberia, and 
visits the coast of Somaliland, Southern Arabia, Baluchistan, and 
Western India in winter, extending south on the Malabar coast as 
far as llatnngiri or farther, but not occurring, so far as is known, 
on the east coast of the Peninsula. It is particulaily abundant at 
Karachi. 

Habits, A comparatively familiar bird, often haunting towns 
and villages near the sea-shore. Ilume found it abundant about 
the fishermen’s houses at Karachi. The mantle does not appear 
to become darker in the breeding-season as that of L. fuscus 
does. 

1495. Larus cachinnailS. The Yellow-hgged Herring-Gull. 

Lams rachinnans, Pallas, Zoogr. Rosso- Asint. ii, p. 318 flSll) ; 
Saunders, P, Z. S. 1878, p. 169; Hume, Cat. no. 078 bis ; Barnes, 
liirds Rom. p. 423 ; Saunders, Cat. R. M. xxv, p. 206. 

Earns argentatus, apnd Hume ^ Hcnders. Lah. to Yarh. p. 209 ; 
Hume, S. FA, p. 270; ii, p. 60; vii, p. 463; Blanf. Eastern 
Persia, p. 290. 

This species only differs from L. affinis in having the mantle in 
adults much paler, light bluish grey instead of slate-grey. Young 
birds are absolutely undistinguishable. The soft parts and the 
dimensions are similar. The present species is merely a climatic 
or geographical race of the Common Herring-Cfnll, L. argentatus, 
distinguished by slight differences in the colours of the feet and 
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bill, and, it is said, by the mantle being a shade darker. The 
eastern Asiatic bird Z. vegce is another closely allied race. 

Distribution, L, cacliimians inhabits Southern Europe, Northern 
Africa, and South-western Asia, ranging in winter as far east as 
the head of the Bay of Bengal. It is common at that season 
about some of the large jheels of Northern India, and is found in 
Kashmir, whilst it abounds on the coast of Baluchistan and Sind. 
The habits are precisely the same as those of L, affinis^ except that 
the present species occurs inland in winter. 


Subfamily STERNINA^. 

The Terns, wdiich constitute this subfamily, are more lightly 
built birds than the Gulls and have a different flight; moreover 
they are to a far less degree swimming birds, for they rarely 
settle on the w^ater; wlien they alight, it is generally on land 
{Anous is an exception). They subsist chiefly on living prey, 
especially fishes, which they capture by darting upon them ; many 
Terns also feed on Crustacea or various floating animals that 
they scoop up from the sea, and others live to a great extent on 
insects. 

The bill is straight, generally slender, the mandibles of about 
equal length, wuth acute tips ; nostrils linear ; tail as a rule distinctly 
forked, often exceeding the closed wings, which are long ; legs and 
feet, with but few exceptions, small. 

Key to the Genera, 

a. Outermost tail-feathers longest. 

a\ Tail scarcely forked, short, less tlian 
half as long as wing ; webs between 

toes deeply ernarginate IIyduochelidon, p. 307. 

b'. Tail distinctly forked but short, scarcely 
more than -J- wing ; bill and legs stout 
and strong ; bill half as long ns tail or 
more; webs between toes fully de- 
veloped. IIydropkogne, p. 309. 

c. Tail distinctly forked, with the outer . 


rectrices more or less prolonged, and 
generally more than half as long as 
wing ; bill moderate ; webs well de- 
veloped Sterna, p. 310. 

b. Outer tail-feathers short, 3rd or 4th from 

outside longest ; plumage dark Anous, p. 326. 


Terns are known as ZVZmri, Ganga-chil, and Macli-louJca in 
Hindi; Bamadasu mA Samdrapukaha in Telugu ; Kivi by the 
Gonds: Liniya and Muiheru Kevella by the Cingalese; Kadal 
Kutuvi by Ceylon Tamuls ; and as Zin^yan and Myit-htwexy in 
Burmese. 
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G-enus HYDEOCHELIDOlir, Boie, 1822. 

Bill short and slight, moderately compressed ; legs and feet 
small ; webs between the tot^s deeply emarginate, so that the feet 
appear only half-webbed ; claws long and curved. Wings long, 
exceeding the tail when closed ; tail short, scarcely forked. All 
are black or dark grey below in breeding-plumage. 

This genus is widely distributed and comprises four species, of 
which two are Indian. 


Key io the Species. 

a. Bill from gape about 1 *0 ; only crown and nape 

are black in summer JL /i ybrida, p. 307. 

b. Bill from gape 1-3; bead, neck, and lower 

parts black in summer IJ. leucoptcra^ p. 308. 


1406. Hydrochelidon hybrida. The Whuhered Tern. 

Sterna hybrida, Pallas^ Zooyr. Rosso-Asiat. ii, p.338 (1811); Hum c 
S. K. i, p. 281 ; AdarUy ibid. p. 403; Oates ^ S. T\ iii, p. 348 ; id 
in Hunv^’s N. (it K. 2nd ed. iii, p. 305. 

Sterna leucopareia, Nait. m Temm. Man. d'Oni. ed. 2'’, ii, p. 746 
(1820); A. Anderson^ Ibis^ 1872, p. 81. 

Viralva indica, Steph. in Shaw's Gen. Zool. xiii, pt. 1, p. 169 (1825). 
Hydrochelidon indica, Blyth^ Cat. p. 200; Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 837 ; 
Kiny^ J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 218; Godic.-Amt. J. A. S. B. 
xxxix, pt. 2, p. 275 ; Stolwzka, J. A. S. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 256 ; Hume 
^ Henders. Lah. to Yark. p. 301 ; Hurndy K. ^1' K. p. 648 ; Butler , 
S. F. iv, p. 32 ; v, p. 235 ; Bally S. F. vii, p. 233. 

Hydrochelidon hybrida, Hutne ^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 401 ; Davids. ^ 
Wend. S. F. vii, p. 93 ; Cripps. ibid. p. 313 ; HuniCy Cat. no. 084 ; 
Leyye^ Birds Cei/l. p. 09(> ; Butler, S. ix, p. 440 ; Biddulphy 
Ibis, 1881, p. 102; Scully y ibid. p. 504 ; Reidy S. F. x, p. 86; OateSy 
B. B. ii, p. 419 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 427 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 350 ; 
Sharpty Yark. Miss.y Aves, p. 135 ; Saunders, Cat. B. M, xxv, p. 10. 
Sterna innotata, Beavauy Ibis, 1868, p. 404 ; Hume, S. F. iv, p. 224. 

The Small Marsh-Terny Jerdon. 



Coloration in wintef. Forehead, sides of head below eyes, sides 
o£ neck, and all lower parts including wing-lining white ; crown 
greyish white, with black centres to the feathers, the black increasing 
on the nape and sometimes almost covering it, and forming a 
band behind the eye ; a black spot in front of the eye and some 
black specks on the lores; behind the nape is more or less of a 
white collar; all the upper parts from , the vneck, including the 
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rump and tail, light ashy grey ; primaries darker and brown, 
except on the outer webs in fresh plumage. 

In summer the forehead, crown, and nape, with the sides of the 
head dowji to the lower edge of each orbit, are black ; gape and a 
streak from it to the nape white ; upper parts ashy, darker than 
in winter ; cliin, throat, vent, and under tail-coverts white; fore- 
neck aud breast dark grey, passing into sooty black on the 
abdomen. 

Young birds have the crown and mantle partly or wholly 
blackish browoi, with rufous edges to the feathers. 

Bill red ; irides brown ; legs and toes dull red (Oates), The 
bill and legs are a darker red in wdnter than in summer. 

Length 10; tail 3*1 ; wing 9 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from gape 1*6. 

Disirihution. Temperate parts of Europe, the wdiole of Africa, 
Southern Asia, the Malay Archipelago, and Australia. In India, 
Ceylon, and Burma this is one of the commonest Terns, especially 
in Northern India, w here it is rfisident and breeds, but many of 
the birds seen in India in the cold season probably breed farther 
north. Great numbers make their n sts on the lakes of Kashmir. 

IJahits, The Whiskered Tern in India abounds about 
marshes, tanks, rivers, and paddy fields, it is also found about 
estuaries in Burma. It breeds not on churs, as Jerdon thought, 
but amongst rushes or on floating w ater-plants in large marshy 
lakes. The nest is large, roughly made of reeds or straw, and the 
eggs, usually t hree in number, measure about 1*51 by 1*09, and are 
pale olive or greenish, doubly spotted with purplish grey and 
brown. The eggs have been taken in Kashmir and the N.W. 
Provinces in the months of June, July, and August. 

1497. Hydrochelidon lencoptera. The White-wmged Black Tem, 

Stoma loiicoptera, Meisner ^ Srhinz^ FoV/. Schweiz, p. 204 (1815). 

Ilyclrochelldon leucoptora, Boie, Igi.% 1822, p. 500 ; llume^ Ibis, 
J870, p. 4.% ; id. S. F. vii, p. 445 ; id. Cat. no. 984 bis ; id. S. F. 
viii, p. 495; Lefj(/c, Birds Ceyl. p. 1000; Oates, B. B, ii, p. 420; 
Savnders, Cat. B. M. xxv, p. 6. 

JJydrochelidon nigra, apud Jerdm, B. 1. iii, App. p. 875; Sterna 
nigra, />. 

Stoma nigra, apud Holdsmorth, 1\ Z. S. 1872, p. 481. 

Coloration. In winter plumage this Tern is scarcely dis- 
tinguishable from IL hyhrida, except by size. Young individuals 
of the present species may generally be recognized by their w^hite 
upper tail-coverts, and adults by their smaller and darker bills. 

In breeding-plumage the whole head and neck, the back and 
low er parts to the vent, including the wing-lining, are black ; 
scapulars blackish grey ; tertiaries dark grey ; coverts and quills 
paler grey (the first ibwo or three primaries generally brownish 
black), and the smaller coverts on the edge of ^ the wing white ; 
rump, upper and lower tail-coverts, and tail white. In many 
birds, probably immature, the tail-feathers are ashy or pearly grey, 
especially towards the tips. 
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Bill livid red in summer, reddish black in winter and in young 
birds ; irides dark brown ; legs vermilion. 

Length 9*5 ; tail 2*8 ; wing 8 25 ; tarsus *75 ; bill from gape 1*3. 

Distribution, Temperate Europe and Asin, south of lat. 55® N., 
in summer, Africa to Australia in winter. This Tern has not 
been clearly identified from any part ot‘ India west of Tipperali, 
whence k specimen was sent to Mr. llurne, but it has been several 
times shot in Ceylon; Oates found it common at the mouth of 
the Hittaiig, in Burma, and a skin was sent from South Andaman 
by Mr. de lioepstorff. 

Genus HYDROPROGNE, Kanp, 1.S29. 

This is a genus oF Terns distinguished by its stout and long 
beak and legs, and by its very short tail, only about one-third the 
length of the wing. 

There is only a single species, which is the largest Tern known. 

1498. Hydroprogne caspia. The Caspian Tern, 

Sterna caspia, Pall. Noo. Comm. Petrop. xiv, i, p. 582, tab. xxii, 
iig. 2 (1770); llurne^ S, F. i, p. 280; Oates^ S. F. iii, p. 347; 
id. Cat. no. 082; Leggcy Birds Ceyl. p. 1008; Butler, K F. ix, 
p. C Parker, ibid. p. 487 ; Davidson, S. F. x, p. 32(» ; Oates, 

B. B. p. 427 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 428 ; Oates in llunies N. (J* F. 
2nd ed. iii, p. 205. 

Ifydroprogne caspia, Kaup, Kaiiirl. Sysi. pp. 01, 100; Saunders, 
Cat. B. M. XXV, p. 32. 

Sylochelidon caspius, Brehm, Vdy. Deutschl. p. 770 ; l>lyth, Cat. 
p. 200 ; Jerdon, B. 1. iii, p. 835 ; King, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, 
p. 218; Jloldsworth, P. Z. S. 1872, p. 480; IJiane, S. F, iv, 
p. 414. 

'The Largest Tern, Jerdon ; Kekra, Sind. 



Fig. 71. — Head of H. caspia. 


Coloration, In summer plumage the forehead, crown, nape, and 
sides of head to below the eye black glossed with dark green ; 
remainder of upper plumage, with wdngs, pearl-grey ; the inner 
webs of the primaries (and the outer webs, when the frosted 
\«Hfface has worn off) darker ; rump and tail still paler ; lower 
plumage with sides, and sometimes back, of neck, cheeks, and 
lower lores pure white. 
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In winter the upper part of the head is white broadly streaked 
with black, and there is a va bite collar behind the head all round. 

Young birds resemble adults in winter plumage, but have more 
black round the orbit ; at an early stage the scapulars, tertiaries, 
w'ing-coverts, and tail-feathers are dark brown or barred witli 
brown and have whitish edges ; the primaries are blackish. 

Bill coral-red in summer, duller in winter, wdth the t-erminal 
portion dusky ; irides dark brown ; legs and feet black. 

Length 20; tail 5*75, depth of fork ]-25; wing 15*5; tarsus 
1*75 ; hill from gape 3*8. 

Distnhutiou. ISorth America south of the Arctic circle, Europe 
as far north as 00° N. lat., all Africa, temperate and tropical 
Asia, the Alalay Archipelago, Australia, and New Zealand. This 
Tern occurs in many parts of India, Ceylon, and Burma, but is by 
no means generally distributed. It is particularly common in 
8ind. 

JIahits, cf'c. The Caspian Tern occurs singly or in pairs about 
rivers and large ])ieces of water, fresh or salt, and also on the sea- 
coast, and it may be recognized at a considerable distance by its 
liabit, when looking for food, of flying over the water w^ith its bill 
directed downwards ^ It has a harsh cry, which it alw^ays utters, 
according to Hume, when hit by a shot, and it lives on fish and 
prawns. The majority of the Caspian Terns visiting India 
probably breed elsewhere — one great breeding-place is on an island 
at the head of the Persian Gulf — but this species is not truly 
migratory ; and a small colony was found by Mr. H. Parker, in 
June, breeding on one of the sand-banks at Adames Bridge, North 
Ceylon. One or two eggs, greyish white or buff, and double- 
spotted, each meMsiiring about 2*43 by 1*70, were found in each 
case in a small hollow in the sand. 

Genus STERNA, Linn., 170G. 

Bill varying, but as a rule long, slender, and straight, or very 
slightly curved, more or less compressed ; feet as a rule small, but 
the toes completely webbed ; the tarsus a little shorter than the 
middle toe and claw, except in S. angliM, in which it is slightly 
lengthened. "Wings long, first primary longest. Tail varying in 
length, always distinctly forked, the outer pair of rectrices con- 
siderably longer than the others. 

In the British Museum Catalogue S, anglica and 8, seena are 
regarded as generically distinct, each being placed in a genus by 
itself, whilst 8, anmtheta and 8, fullr/inosa, which form a link 
with Anous, and appear to have better claims to separation than 
8, seena, are left in the genus. On the whole it is most convenient 
to group all under 8terna. 

Terns are of world-wide distribution, and the genus Sterna 
includes about 35 species, of which sixteen are Indian. All the 
species bavo a peculiar flight, and capture their food by pouncing 
on it or by scooping it up from the water, and they very 
are seen swimming. 
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Key to the Species* 

a. Mantle grey. 

a'. Crown black in the breeding-season. 
a". Large Terns, wing above ll ; tarsi black 
or blackish. 

Bill black throughout ; tarsus longer 

than mid-toe and claw S. anylica^ p. 811. 

UK Bill black, the tip yellow ; tarsus not 

longer thon mid-toe and claw .... S. cantiactty p. 3L1. 
cK Bill yellow ; a distinct nuchal crest. 

No wliite forehead in breeding- 

plumage ; wing l!^ S. media, p. 318, 

hK A white forehead always; wing 14. S, hergii, p. 314. 

UK Middle-sized Terms; wing 8 to li‘o. 

Tarsi yellow or red. 

Bill orange-ydlow. 

Bill stout; wing 11; abdomen 

wdiite ♦S', seena, p. 31*5. 

U. Bill slender; wdiigO; abdomen 

black ill breeding-season S. mela/i^f/rater, p. 31(). 

d*. Bill red or dusky. 

U. Lower parts dark vinaceous grey. S. albiyenay p. 317. 
d?. Lower parts pale grey or white, 
outermost rectrices with dark 

grey outer webs S. flumatiliSy p. 318. 

Uk Lower parts white or roseate, 
outermost rectrice.s almost white 

throughout S, doiujalH, p. 319. 

0 ^. Tarsi blackish ; wing 10*5 S. lon(jip)etmi8j p. 319, 

c". Small Terns ; wing less than 8. 
f^. Shafts of primaries white in adults. . S, amensisy p. 320. 
y'K Shafts of first two primaries brown 

or brownish ♦S'. minutUy p. 321 . 

h^. Shafts of first three primaries 

blackish ♦S', saimdersi, p. 321 . 

U. Crown always white, nape and band 
through eyes black ; bill black ; tarsi dark 

brown ; wing S’o ♦S', melanauchen, p. 322. 

1). Mantle dark brown. 

cK Wing 9*5 ♦S', anceathetay p. 323. 

dK Wing 11’5 S. fuliyinosay p. 324. 

1409. Sterna anglica. The GulUhUUd Tern, 

Sterna anglica, Mont. Orn. Diet. Suppl. (1813) ; Hume, Cat. no. 983 ; 
Leyge, Birds Ceyl. p. 1011; Vidal y ♦S'. F. ix, p. 94; Butler, ibid. 
p. 440 ; Reidy S. F. x, p. 80 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 422 ; Barnes, 
Birds Bom. p. 428 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 349 ; Oates in Hume's 
N. E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 304. 

Gelochelidon anglica, Bonap. Comp. List B. Eur. ^ N. Amer. p. 61 ; 
Blyth, Cat. p. 290 ; Jeraon, B. I. iii, p. 8.36 ; Hayes Lloyd, Ibis, 
1873, p. 421 ; BaU, S. F. iv, p. 237 ; Hume, ibid. pp. 294, 414 ; 
Hume ^ t)av. S. F. vi, p. 491 ; Davids. ^ Wend. 8. F. vii, p. 93; 
Cripps, ibid. p. 313; Biddulph, Ibis, 1881, p. 102, 1882, p. 290; 
Saunders, Cat. B. M. xxv, p. 25. 

GeiichelidQn nilotica, Stolivzka, J. A. S. B, xli, pt. 2, p. 256. 



LAHIDJG. 


!h2 


Sterna nilotica, apuol Humef F. i, p. 281 ; Adayn^ ibid. p. 408 ; 
Butltv, S. F. iv, p. 81 ; V, p. 235 ; Armstrong, S. F. iv, p. 351. 

Coloration. In summer plumage the forehead, crown, and nape, 
with the upper lores and the sides of the head as far down as the 
lower edge of the orbit, are jet-black ; upper parts from nape 
pale pearl-grej, inner webs of primaries darker; lower lores, 
cheeks, and the lower parts throughout, including the wing-lining, 
w'hite. 

In winter the upper part of the head is white streaked with 
black, the remainder as in summer. Young birds have the crowoi 
grey or white mixed with grey, primaries dark ; and in very young 
birds the feathery of the upper plumage, especially the scapulars 
and tertiaries, are brown in part with biiH edges. 

Bill, legs, and feet black ; irides brown. In summer the bill 
and legs are tinged with red. 

Length 15; tail 5 to 5*5, depth of fork 1*5; wing 125; 
tarsus 1*4 ; bill from gape 2. Lemales are rather smaller. 

Distribution. Euroj)e as far north as lat. 55° in summer, Northern 
Africa, Atlantic coast of America, temperate and tropical Asia, 
Malay Archipelago, and Australia. ChieUy a winter visitor to 
India and Ceylou, where it is common in suitable localities ; it is 
apparently restricted to estuaries and the coast in Burma. 

Habits., ^c. In India and Ceylon this Tern is found about all large 
rivers and extensive marshes or tanks ; it also occurs on the sea- 
coast. It feeds both on aquatic food and on insects. The great 
majority of birds of this species leave India to breed, but Hume 
took an egg on the Chenab, in the N.W. Punjab, on April 28th. 
Numbers were found breeding at the head of the Persian Gulf 
early in April. The eggs, three in number, are of the usual type, 
and measure about 2 by 1*46. 

1500. Sterna cantiaca. The Sandwich Tern. 

Sterna cantiaca, Om. Syst. Nat. i, p. 006 (1788) ; Hume, S. F. i, 
p. 285 ; td. Cat. no. 1)90 bis ; lilanford. Eastern Persia, ii, p. 294 ; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. jp, 432 ; id. Jour. Bum. N. H. Sac. vi, p. 300 ; 
Saunders, Cat. B. M. xxv, p. 75. 

Coloration. In breeding plumage the forehead, upper lores, 
crown, nape, and sides of head as far down as the lower edge of 
the orbits are black ; back and wings pearl-grey ; lower lores, 
cheeks, a collar round neck, all the lower parts, upper and lower 
tail-coverts, and tail w^hite ; inner webs of primaries dark grey 
near the shafts, white inside, the inner white border extending to 
the tip of each feather, outer web of Ist primary blackish near 
base. In fresh plumage there is a slight and evanescent pink 
tinge to the underparts. The black head is only assumed frota 
April till about June. 

In non-breeding plumage the forehead and crown are white 
with black streaks, which are confluent on the nape and before 
and behind the eye. Immature birds resemble aaults in winter 
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plumage, but have a dark band on the smaller wing-coverts, 
and brown siibmarginal concentric bars on the tertiaries and tail ; 
the primaries are dark grey, with sharply contrasting white inner 
borders. 8till younger birds have most of the upper parts marked 
with concentric brown bands, and the crown-feathers blackish 
with white edges. 

Bill black, with the tips of both mandibles pale horny yellow ; 
irides brown ; legs and feet black {Hume), * 

Length 17 ; tail h, depth of fork ; wing 12; tarsus 1*1 ; bill 
from gape 2*8. Females are a little smaller than males. 

Distribution, Coasts of North Atlantic Ocean, Mediterranean, 
Black Sea, and Caspian in summer; in winter, African coasts as 
far as the Capo and Natal, Bed Sea, Persian Gulf, and Baliiclhstaii. 
This bird is a winter visitor to the coast of Makran and Sind. 

Habits, This is a Sea-Tern often seen at sea several miles 
from the shore, and but rarely straying inland, though it has been 
found in Europe breeding on lakes near the coast. 

1501. Sterna media. The Smaller Crested Tern. 

Sterna media, llorsf. Tr. Linn. Soc. xiii, p. 199 (1821) ; Ilame, S. F. 
V, p. JJOl ; Hume tV ])ai\ A F. vi, p. 49.3 ; Hume, Cat. no. 990; 
Le(f^e, Jiirds Ceyl. p. 1030 ; Vidal, S F. ix, p. 95 ; Butler^ ibid. 
]). 441 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 42(5; Barnes, Birds Born. p. 432; id. 
Jour. Bom. N. II. Soc. vi, p. 299, tig. 990 ; Oates in Hume's 
N. c§r F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 299 note ; Saunders, Cat. B. M. xxv, j). 8(). 

Sterna afhriis, Cretzschm. in Hupp. Atlas., p. 23, t. 14 (182t)). 

Sterna bengalensis, imoa, Traitc,\i. 021 (1831); Hume, iS. F. i, 
p. 284 ; ii, p. 318 ; iv, p. 474. 

Thalasseus bengalensis, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xv, p. 373 ; id. Cat. p. 291 ; 
Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 843. 

The Smaller Sea-Tern, Jerdon. 

Coloration. Crown with forehead, sides of head to below the 
orbit (but not including a spot immediately beneath the eye), nape, 
and distinct nuchal crest black ; lores, cheeks, neck all round, and 
lower parts white ; upper parts from neck pale ashy grey, with a 
slight pinkish tinge on the mantle ; outer rectrices sometimes 
whitish or white ; primaries blackish, frosted on the outer web 
near the tip in fresh plumage, inner border whitish, a very narrow 
extension of this border to the tip of the feather soon disappears 
with wear, most of the inner web and terminal edge of outer web 
in secondaries white. 

In winter the nape and a band from the nape to the front of 
the eye are black, the forehead and lores white ; crown black, with 
white edges to feathers. Young birds resemble adults in winter, 
but have much brown on the smaller coverts, tertiaries, and tail- 
feathers. 

Bill orange-yellow ; irides brown ; legs and feet black ; soles 
yellowish {Legge). 

Length 16*6 ; tail 5 to 6*75, depth of fork 2 to 3 ; wing 12 ; 
tarsus 1 5 bill from gape 2*8. * 
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Diatrilmtlon. Coasts of the Indian Ocean, with the Persian Gulf,. 
Bed 8ea, and Mediterranean. A common bird locally on the 
coasts of India and Ceylon, less often seen in Burma. 

Ifabits^ 4'c* This is another Sea-Tern found often in large flocks, 
about bays, harbours, shallow banks, and even several miles out 
at sea, and never met with far inland. Like the other Sea-Terns 
and unlike the Gulls, it always captures living fish by dashifig 
down on them from some height, and it appears very rarely, if 
ev^er, to settle on the sea. Its eggs have not been found within 
Indian limits, but it breeds in colonies on sandbardis and low 
coral islands in the Persian Gulf and lied Sea, The eggs are 
generally white sparingly spotted. 

1502. Sterna bergii. The Larrje Crested Tern, 

Sterna bergii, Licht. Verz. Doiihl. p. 80 (182^1) ; Ilume, S. F. i, 
p. 288 ; ii, p. 50 ; i v, p. 470 ; Butler, S. F. v, }). 298 ; Hume Bar. 
aS’. F. vi, p. 498; Hume, Cat. no. 089 ; Le(/ge, Birds Ceyl. p. 1020; 
Vidal^ S. T. ix, p. 95 ; Butler, ibid. p. 44) ; Barker, ibid. p. 490 ; 
Oate.^, B. B. ii, p. 428 ; id. in Humes N. E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 297 ; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 481 ; id. Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. vi, p. 298, 
fig. 989 ; Saunders, Cat. B. M. xxv, p. 89. 

Stprna cristata, Steph. in Shale's Gen. Zool. xiii, pt, 1, p. 140 (1825); 
nec Swftinson. 

Sterna velox, Cretzschm. in Itiipp. Atlas, p. 21, t. 18 (1820). 

Thalasseus cristatus, Blyih, Cat. p. 291 ; Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 842 ; 
Hume, Ibis, 1870, p. 487. 

The Larye Sea-Tern, Jerdon. 

The coloration resembles that of S. mexUa, except that the 
present species has a white frontal band and broader white lores, 
that the black only descends to the level of the lower edge of the 
orbit, that the crest is rather more distinct, and above all that the 
mantle is much darker at all seasons, being grey with a lilac tinge. 
In the young the quills are greyish brown with white inner 
borders, and the upper parts much mixed with brown. 

Bill pale yellow ; irides deep brown ; legs and feet black ; soles 
yellowish. 

Length 21 ; tail 6*5 to 7*5, depth of fork 3 to 3*5 ; wing 15 ; 
tarsus 1*25 ; bill from gape 3*6. 

BIstribution, The coasts of the Indian Ocean and Polynesia, 
also the west coast of 8. Africa, the Eed Sea, and the China 
Sea. Abundant on the Makniii coast and at the Laccadives, and 
generally distributed, often in considerable numbers, throughout 
the coasts of India and Ceylon, less common on the Burmese coast. 

Habits, This large Tern has very similar habits to those of 
S. media, and is thoroughly marine, often fishing far from the 
shore. It has been found breeding in Ceylon and, in large 
numbers, in May and June on the island of Astola, off the 
Makrin coast, where the nests, as described by Butler, are small 
holes scratched in the sand, several close together, each containing 
one to three eggs, which are generally pinMfiib buff varying to 
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greenish grey, very beautifully blotched, spotted, or streaked with 
blackish, red-brown, and inky purple, and measuring on an average 
2'45 by 1*71. 


1503. Sterna seena. The Indian llwer-Tern. 

Sterna P, Z. S. 1832, p. 171; Hume 8f Oat^s, S. F. 

iii, p. 11)3 ; ihitler, S. F. iv, p. 32; Fairbanks ibid. p. 254; Inglis., 
8. F. V, p. 47 ; Hume t}^ I)av. 8. F. vi, p. 492; Anders: Yunnan 
Fx'ped.j Aves., p. 593 ; Hall, 8. F. vii, j). 233 ; Cripps, ilnd. p. 314 ; 
Hume, Cat. no. 985 ; 8cully, 8. F, viii, p. 2»54 ; Leyge, Birds Ceyl. 
p. 1003 ; Butler, 8. F. ix, p. 440 ; Held, 8. F. x, p. 85 ; JJavidsatt, 
ibid. p. 325; Oafe.'i, B. B. ii, ]>. 423; Barnes, Birds Bom, 
p. 429 ; id. Junr. Bom. N. H. 8<>c. i, p. G1 ; vi. p. 294; Hume, 
8. F. xi, p. 3.50; Oates in Hume's N. 6r F. 2nd ed. lii, p. 308. 

Steraa auriintia, Gray, in Hardw. 111. 1ml. Zool, \, pi. 59, 2 

(1832) ; Hume, 8. F. i, p. 281. 

Seena auranti a, i/Z/yf A, Cat. p. 291 ; Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 838 ; Godw.- 
Aust. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 275; Hayes Lloyd, Ibis^ 1873, 
p. 421 ; Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Biirm. p. 153 ; Wardl.-Bams. Ibis, 
1877, p. 472 ; 8cmnders, Cat. B. M. xxv, p. 37. 

The. Larye Biver-'lWn, Jerdon. 



Fig. 72. — Hoad of *S. seena. 

Coloration. The whole head to considerably below' the eyes and 
including the nape black glossed wdth dark green, a white spot 
under each eye; rest of upper parts French grey, paling to pearl - 
grey on the rump and tail ; chin and a streak on each cheek 
bordering the black cap, together with the under tail-coverts, 
white ; remainder of lower surface, inclusive of wiug-lining, delicate 
pale grey. 

After the moult, which does not occur till about December, the 
forehead is white and the crown dull grey, then black streaks ajr})ear 
and the black cap is generally assumed by February. Young birds 
have the feathers of the upper parts dull grey, with an inner 
brown and an outer buff margin. 

Bill bright deep yellow ; irides brown ; legs red {JerdonX The 
bill and legs are duller coloured and the tip of the bill dusky in 
autumn. 

Length 15 to 18 ; tail 6 to 9*5, depth of fork 5 to G; wing 11 ; 
tarsus *8 ; bill from gape 2*3. = .1 > , .i : 

Distribution, Throughout India and Burma on all large riverst, 
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less common in the south of the Peninsula, and of doubtful occur- 
rence in Ceylon. This Tern is also found throughout the Malay 
Peninsula as far as Singapore. 

HahiiSy Though essentially a river Tern, occurring singly or 
in small parties about rivers and estuaries, this handsome Indian 
Tern is often met with beating over tanks and even marshes, 
especially if they are in the neighbourhood of rivers. It breeds in 
March, April, and May, and lays 3 (sometimes 4) eggs in a small 
unlined depression on a sandbank. Hundreds of nests sometimes 
occurs on ofie sandbank, and other Terns, Skimmers, and Glareolci 
breed about the same time in similar places. The eggs vary from 
pale greenish grey to butf, spotted and blotched in the usual 
manner with dark brown and pale inky {)urple, and they measure 
on an average 1*65 by 1*25. The place \Hiere these or any Terns 
are breeding may generally be recognized by the way in which the 
birds wheel about overhead with their peculiar cry when anyone 
is near their nests. 

1504. Sterna melanogaster. The Black-hclUed Tenu 

Sterna inelanogastor, Temni. PL CoL pL 434 (1832) ; Blyth Wald. 
Birds Bunn, p, 163; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. 2, p. 85; 
xlvii, pt. 2, p. 22 ; Ilvme tjr IJav. S. F. vi, p. 492; l)ai\ W(*nd. 
iS. F. vii, p. 93 ; Bally {hid. p. 233 ; Criyps, ibid. p. 314 ; Ilume.y 
Cat. DO. 987 ; Foiffy S. F'. viii, p. 372 ; Beyyey Birds f Vy/. p. 1006; 
Butler y S. F. ix, p. 440; Beid, /S'. F. x, p. 87; Oates, 1^. B, ii, 
p. 424 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 429; Ilnme, »S' F. x, p. 419; xi, 
p. 350; Oates in HumeU N. F. 2nd td. iii, p. 310; iSaunders, 
Cat. B. M. XXV, p. 43. 

Sterna javat;i( a, Ilorsf. lies. Java (1824) (descr. niilla), nec Tr. Linn. 
Soc. xiii, p. 198 (1821); Blyth, Cat. p. 292; Jerdon, B. I. iii, 
p. 840; Ihdger, Ibis, 1869, }>. 170; Blanf. J. A. /V. B. xl, pt. 2, 
p. 277 ; Hume, S. F. i, p. 2c2 ; Ada7n, 6’. F. ii, p. 339 ; Wardl.^ 
Hams, Ibis, 1877, p. 472. 

Sternula miiuita et 8. jerdoni, Beavan, Ibis, 1868, p. 403. 

Pelodes javaiiicfi, Ball, B. F. ii, p. 440; Hume, /S’. F. iii, p. 193, 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape, with the sides of the 
head down to the lower edge of the orbit, black ; very often the 
extreme base of the forehead is white like the lores, cheeks, chin, 
and throat ; upper parts from nape ashy grey, slightly tinged with 
brown on the tertiaries, tips and parts of inner w'ebs of primaries 
generally dusky, outer w^ebs frosted and whitish ; tail paler grey 
than the back, outer webs of outermost rectrices w^hite ; fore neck 
pale grey, gradually passing into chocolate, then into black on the 
breast ; abdomen and lower tail-coverts black ; w iug-liniug white. 

In winter the cap is white, streaked with black, aud the lower 
parts white. According to Hume the winter plumage is not 
assumed till December, and is only retained for about two months. 
Very young birds have broad buff outer and blackish inner borders 
to tbe feathers of the upper parts. 

Bill orange-yellow ; irides bkekish brown ; legs and feet orange^ 
red. 
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Len^i^h 13; fail 5 to 6\i, depth of fork 3*5; wing 9; tarsus 
•55 ; bill from gape 1‘8. 

Distrilmtion, Common about rivers and tanks throughout India 
and Burma, but less abundant in Southern than in Northern India, 
and not known with certainty to occur in Ceylon, though reported 
to be found in the island by more than one observer. It is prob- 
able in these cases that another species has been mistaken for the 
present. 

Habits^ 4’c, This is one of the commonest of Indian river-birds, 
and is generally seen flying and fishing singly or in small parties. 
It frequents tanks and marshes as well as rivers, and though 
perhaps less numerous than S, seena^ is more widely distributed. 
It breeds chiefly in March and April, though Doig records taking 
eggs in Eastern Sind in June and Julv, and it lays in the same 
situations as the Indian Eiver-Terji, and frequently in company 
with it. The mode of deposition and colouring of the eggs is 
similar, but those of aS'. melamnjaster are smaller and more elongate, 
measuring on an average 1*25 by 0*95. 

1505. Sterna albigena. The White-cJieekrd Trn. 

Stoma albigoiia, Nomencl. An. p. 08 (1854) (doscr. nulla); 

Walfkriy Ibis, 1870, p. 384; Hume, S,I\ iv, p. 467 ; Butler, S. F. 
v, pp. i208, 323; Jlume, Cat. no. 087 bis; Vida^, F, ix, p. 04 ; 
Ihdler, ibid. p. 440 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 430 ; id. Jour. Bom. 
N. 11. kSor. vi, p. 206 ; Gatos in Jlumds N. E. 2nd ed. iii, 
p. 311 note; Saunders, Cat. B. M. xxv, p. 69. 

Coloration, Forcdioad and upper lores, crown, nape, and sides of 
the head to the lo\\er edge of the orbit black ; chin, gape, lower 
lores, and a streak along the edge of the black caj) to the nape, 
white ; all the rest of the plumage grey, dark ashy above, vinaceous 
on the breast and abdomen ; upper and lower tail-coverts and tail 
lighter ashy, except the outer webs of the outermost tail-feathers 
which are dark ; outer web of first primary black except towards 
the end, inner web blackish grey^ near shafts, white near the inner 
border, the white not extending to the tip ; secondaries with white 
tips and inner borders ; wing-lining pale grey. 

In winter the lores and cheeks are while, forehead and anterior 
portion of crown mixed white and black, wdng-liuing white, and 
white is mixed with the grey of the lower parts. Toung birds 
resemble adults in winter plumage, but have a dark band on the 
smaller wing-coverts and the uriderparts white throughout. 

Bill black, red at base ; irides brown ; legs orange ( Vidal) ; 
legs and feet bright red in adults, dull red in young {Butler), 

Length 13-5 ; tail 6, depth of fork 3*25; wing 9*5; tarsus -75; 
bill from gape 2. 

Distribution, Sea-coasts from the Bed Sea to the Laccadive 
Islands. 

Habits, ^ 0 . This is a sea-tern, often seen some miles out at sea 
but returning to the shore at night. Vidal observed that large 
flocks of this species appear on the Malabar coast at intervals, and 
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although none were observed by Hume or myself ou the Makriin 
coast in December and February, Butler found this Tern common 
ther6 and in Karachi Harbour in the latter part of the spring and 
m summer. Probably it migrates to the southward in winter, for 
Vidal observes that flocks reach the neighbourhood of Batnagiri 
about September and February in an exhausted condition. S, alhi- 
(jena has been found to breed on low islands in the Bed Sea and 
Persian Gulf, 


150G. Sterna fluviatilis. The Common Tern. 

Sterna fluviatilis, Nenm, Jm, 1810, p. 1848: Hume Henders. 
Lah. to Yavk. p. 303; Hume, S. F. iv, p. 472 ; ul. Cat. no. 980; 
Leiif/e. Birds Ceyl. p. 1015; Davison, B. F. x, p. 418; Saunders^ 
Cat. B. 31. XXV, p. 54. 

Sterna hirimdo, L. Byst. Nat. i, p. 227, pt. ; Blyth, Cat. p. 292; 
Jerdony B. I. iii. p. 830; v. FetzelUy Ibisy 1808, p. 321 ; Hume, 
B. F. i, p. 282; C. H. T. Marshall, Ibis, 1884, p. 425. 

Sterna tibetaua, Baunders, 1\ Z. B. 1870, p. 049 ; Blanford, B. F. v, 
p. 485. 

27ie Furopean Tern, .huclon. 

Coloration. Forehead and upper lores, crown, nape and sides of 
the head as far down as the lower edge of the orbit, black ; back 
and wings ashy grey, Ist primary with the outer web black and a 
strip of the inner web near the shaft blackish, remainder of inner 
web white ; 2nd primary less black, and with less white on the 
inner web, secondaries edged with wdiite ; rump, upper tail- 
coverts, and inner webs of tail-feathers white, outer webs of the 
same grey, darkest on tlie long outermost pair ; lower lores, cheeks, 
chin, throat, wing-lining, and under tail-coverts white ; breast 
and abdomen very pale grey, with a vinous tinge. 

In winter the forehead is white, or mottled with white, the 
crown streaked with black, and the lower parts whitish. Young 
birds have a broad white forehead, the hind head sooty black, a 
white collar, a dark band along the smaller wing-coverts, and white 
under parts. Very young birds have the usual broad buff outer 
aud brown inner margins to the feathers of tbe upper parts. 

Bill, legs, and feet in the breeding-season coral-red, much duller 
in winter, and blackish in youug birds. The tip of both mandibles 
is always blackish. 

Length 14; tail 5 to 7*5, depth of fork 3 to 5; wing 10-5; 
•tarsus -8 ; bill from gape 2. 

IJlslribution. Temperate regions of Asia, Europe, and North 
America, ranging into Ladtlk and the higher Himalayan valleys, 
and occasionally in winter visiting parts of India and Ceylon. 
Most of the birds obtained on the coasts of Southern India, 
Ceylon, and the Malay Peninsula are immature. 

Hahite, The common Tern of Europe is found equally on 
rivers, lakes, and the sea-coast ; it is essentially a fish-eating 
species, and breeds in May and June, on. sandy or pebbly tracts 
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near the shore, laying three eggs of the usual chai'acter. The nest 
is often on shingle ab^ove high-water mark. 

The true S, hirundo, L. (S, macrura^ auct.) breeds in north 
temperate and arctic regions, but has been found migrating in 
winter as far as South Africa and South America. Stragglers 
might be met with in India. The coloration is very similar to 
that of S. but adults may be recognized by having the 

bill entirely red, and birds of all ages by the tarsus being shorter 
than the middle toe without the claw. 

1507. Sterna long^pennis. Nordmanns Tern, 

Sterna longipermis, Nordmayin in Ermnns Ecise, p. 17 (1835) ; 
Hurne^ Cat. no. 98(5 bis; tSaimderSy Vat. B. M. xxv, p. (57. 

Sterna tibeiaua, apud Humey F, viii, p. 158, ncc Saunders. 

Coloration, Similar to that of S. fluviaiilis, except that the bill 
is^ always black and the feet are blackish. Adults are darker in 
colour, both above and below, but the difference is not great. All 
the measurements appear identical, or nearly so, except those of 
the bill, which is altogether smaller, and measures about 1*75 from 
the gape. 

Distribution. The Eastern coasts of Asia and the neighbouring 
islands from Kamtchatka to New G-uinea. Immature specimens 
identified by H. Saunders have been obtained in the Malay Penin- 
sula by Davidson and others ; and one example, now in the British 
Museum, was collected by Legge in Ceylon, in June. 

1508. Sterna dongalli. The Roseate Tern, 

Sterna dougalli, Mont. Orn. Diet. Sttppl. (1813); Legge.y S. F. iii 
p. 376; Hmney S. F, iv, p. 294; Butler, S, F. v, ]). 327; vii, 
p. 188 ; Hume ^ Dao. S. F. vi, p. 492 ; Hume, Cat. no. 985 bis ; 
Leijge, Birds Ceyl, p. 10^3 ; Parher, S. F. ix, p. 488 ; Oates, B. B. 
ii, p. 425 ; id. in Hume's N. F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 301 ; Saunders, 
Cat, B. M, xxv, p. 70. 

Sterna paradisea, apud Keys. ^ Bias. Wirb. Fur.n. 247 (1840), nec 
Brunn . ; Blyth, Cat. p. 292; id. Ibis, 1867, p. 1/ 7 ; Walden, Ibis, 
1874, p. 149. 

Sterna gracilis, Gould, P. Z. S. 1845, p. 76 ; Hume, S. F. ii, pp. 317, 
501. 

Sternula korustes, Hume, S. F. ii, p. 318. 

Coloration. In breeding-plumage the crown, with the forehead, 
upper lores, sides of head to lower edge of orbit, and upper part 
of hind neck black ; lower lores, cheeks, sides of neck, and a collar 
round the bind neck white ; back and wings pale pearl-grey ; 
rump and tail paler, outer tail-feathers white ; outer web of Ist 
primary black, except near tip ; inner web blackish near shafts, 
inner border of all primaries and secondaries to the tips white, 
and also the outer border of the secondaries near the end ; lower 
parts throughout white, suffused with delicate pink, evanescent in 
dried skins. 
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In winter the forehead is spotted with white, and the 1ow(t 
parts are nearly white. Young birds have the upper parts white 
with dark brown intermarginal bands on the feathers, and all the 
primaries dark grey, the first almost black, with conspicuous white 
inner borders. 

Bill black, red at base ; irides dark brown ; legs and feet scarlet. 

Length 15; tail 5*5 to 7*5, depth of fork 4 to 5 ; wing 9; 
tarsus *75 ; bill from gape 2. 

Distribution. Coasts of the temperate and tropical Atlantic and of 
the Indian Ocean. This Tern has not hitherto been rec'orded with 
certainty on the west coast of India, though it is said to have been 
seen in Sind, but it is far from rare in Ceylon and at the Andamans, 
and was obtained by Davison on the coast of Southern Tenasserim. 

JDthlis, 4''^. A sea-tern, usually seen near the coasts. Mr. Parker 
found a colony breeding on a sandbank near Adam^s Bridge, North- 
west Ceylon, in June. Each clutch contained one or two eggs, 
laid in a small liollow in the sand very bttle above high-water 
mark ; the eggs were brownish or greenish grey, spotted and 
blotched as usual, and measured about 1*58 by 1*12. 

1509. Sterna sinensis. The White-shafteAl Tendel, 

Sterna sinensi?, Gm. Si/st. Nat, i, p. fiOS (1788); Hume^ S. F. v, 
p. 525; id. Cat. no. 988 bis: Birds Cegl. p. 1019; Parker, 

S. F. ix, p. 490 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 450 ; Oates in Hume's N. F. 
2nd ed. iii, p. 312, partim ; tSuvuders, Cat. B. M. xxv, p. 115. 
teruula sinensis, Holdsxoorthy P. Z. S. 1872, p. 481 ; Leyge, B. F, 
lii, p. 877 ; iv, p. 246. 

Sh'vmila niiniita, apud OateSj S. P\ iii, p, 349 ; Wardl.-Ba?ns. Ibis, 
1877, p. 472. 

Coloration, A broad arrowhead-shaped white patch on the 
forehead, the posterior angles running back above the eyes ; crown, 
nape, and broad loral band from crown to base of eulmen black, 
including the orbit, and extending above but not beneath it, and 
separated beneath by a narrow white stripe from the upper man- 
dible; back, rump, and wings pale pearl-grey; shafts of all 
primaries white ; outer web of outer primary and inner web near 
the shaft dark grey or blackish, both primaries and secondaries 
with much of the inner web white, and the outer web of the second- 
aries near the end also bordered with white ; upper tail-coverts and 
tail, with the whole of the lower parts and the cheeks, white. 

In winter the white forehead is broader and the tail shorter. 
Young birds have the crown greyish, lores mostly white, primaries 
dark grey, the shaft of Isfc primary white, of others brownish, 
tail-feathers greyish. In very young birds the back-feathers, 
scapulars, and tertiaries are brown, with buffy- white borders and 
centres, the crown mixed white and black, the nape blackish with 
white edges. 

Bill in summer yellow, broadly tipped with black ; in winter 
dark brown ; indes brown ; legs and feet orange-yellow in summer, 
reddish brown in winter {Oates). 
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Length 10 ; tail 3*5 to 5*5, depth of fork 1*75 to 3*4 ; wing 7 ; 
tarsus *65 ; bill from gape 1*7, 

Distribution, Cevlon, Burma, probably the east coast of India, 
and throughout South-eastern Asia and its islands to Japan in one 
direction, and Australia in another. 

Habits, 4'^. The habits of the three small Terns found in India are 
similar. They are found on large rivers and tidal estuaries, on salt 
lagoons, and sometimes on the open coast, feeding chiefly on fish. 
They breed on sandbanks in rivers and on the coast, in March and 
April in Pegu, and from June to August in Ceylon, and lay two or 
three eggs, varying in colour from pale drab to brownish buff, 
broadly spotted and streaked, and measuring about 1*24 by *94. 

1510. Sterna miuuta. The Little Tern, 

Sterna minuta, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 228 (176()); llame, Cat. 
no. 088 ; Reid^ S. F. x, p. 86; iSaund(>r,% Cat. B. M. xxv, p. 116. 

Sternida minuta, Blyth, Cat. p. 292; Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 810; Hume 
cV Hinders. Lah. to Yark. p. 3()Ji ; Ilurne, N. 4 B. p. ()54 ; id. S. F. 
ii, p. 49. 

Sterna gouldi, Thiyno, S. F. v, p. •12(); Cripps, S. F. vii, p. 314; 
Hume, Cat. no. 988 quat. ; id. S. F\ ix, p. 131 ; xi, p. 350. 

Sternula gouldi, Ball, S. F. vii, p. 23>3. 

This closely resembles >S'. sinensis, but is smaller, with consider- 
ably shorter outer rectrices ; the two outer primaries, as a rule, 
with dark webs and sullied browmish shafts, the shaft of the second 
very often much browner than that of the first; the upper tail- 
coverts and tail generally tinged with grey; bill shorter. 

Length 9 ; tail 3 to 3*7, depth of fork 1*5 ; wing 6*75 ; tarsus 
*65 ; bill from gape 1*5. 

Distribution, Europe, the greater part of Africa in winter, and 
Western and Central Asia with Northern India, as far south as the 
Godavari. Specimens have been obtained in Burma, and even in Java. 

The form breeding in India was distinguished by Hume as 
S. gouldi, chiefly because of its greyish rump and of the shafts of 
the first primary being whiter than that of the second, but these 
differences are not constant. 

Habits, ^c. Similar to the last. In Northern India this Tern 
breeds on sandbanks in rivers from March to the beginning of 
May? the same localities as those selected by Sterna seena, 

S, melanogaster, Hhynchops alhicollis, and Glareola lactea, all of 
which lay earlier than S. minuta, or in similar places. 

1511. Sterna saundersi. The Black-shafted Ternlet, 

Sternula minuta, Jerdon, B* L iii, p. 840, pt. ; Httme, S. F. iv, 

p, 469 ; Butler, S. F. v, p. 324. 

Sterna saundersi, Hume, S. F. v, p. 325 ; id. Cat. no. J)88 ter ; Vidal, 

, S. F> ix, p. 95; Hume, ibid, p. 131; Butler, ibid, p. 441 ; L^ye, 

‘ * Birds Ceyl, p. 1023; Barnes^ Birds Bom. p. 430; id. Jour, Bottu 

, ' N, if, Soc. VI, p. 297 ; Saunders, Cat B. M, xxv, p, 1^. 

TOE. IT. X 
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This is very closely allied to sinensis and S, minuta^ but it 
has a paler mantle; the upper tail-coverts and tail are grey like 
the back, only the long outermost rectrices being white, and the 
first three primaries have the shafts and outer webs and the inner 
webs near the sliafts blackish, strongly contrasting with the pure 
white inner borders of the feathers. The bill too is straighter 
and slenderer. 

Length 9; tail 3, depth of fork 1*1; wing 0*7o ; tarsus ; 
bill from gape 1 *(), 

Distribution, Const'; of the Indian Ocean fi*om vSonth Africa to 
Burma, with tlie Bed Sea, Persian (xulF, &<*. Tliis species has 
been found at Ktunchi, Batuagiri, Ceylon, the Jiaccadives, Madras, 
and Lower Pegu. 

Habits, Very similar to those of the last two species, but 
apparently this is even more of a sea-coast bird. The eggs were 
t ikeii at Karachi by Butler in May and June, and Legge found 
birds breeding in Ceylon from June to August. 

B312. Sterna melanauchen. The lUacIr-naped Tern. 

Sterna inelanauclien, Tem.m. PL Co/, pi. 427 (1827); lUuth, J. A, S. B. 
XV, p. 373 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 429; id, in Hume's N. cj* E. 2nd ed. 
iii, ]). 302; Saunders, Cat. B. M. xxv, p. 12(5. 

Ilvdrochelidon margiuata, Blyth, J. A. S, B. xv, p. 873; id. Ibis, 
18(57)^ p. 40. 

Dnychoprion melanauchen, Blyth, Cat. p. 203; Jerdon, B. I. iii, 
p. 844; Blair, Ibis, 183(5, p. 221 ; Ball, J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, 
pp. 34, 243 ; VCalden, Ibis, 1874, p. 140. 

Slernula melanauchen, Hume, S. F. ii, p. 319. 

Sterna , liaffl., Hume, S. F, v, p. 325; Hume ^ Dav. 

S. F. vi, p. 493 ; Hume, Cat. no. 991 . 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and most of the lores w'hite ; a 
broad black nuchal band, forming a slight crest at the nape, is 
continued forv\ard to the eyes, and iu front of eaeh of these is a 
narrow black band terminating in a point and not reaching the 
hill ; a broad white collar behind the nape : remainder of upper 
parts very pale pearl-grey ; outer rectrices white ; inner borders of 
quills the same, outer web of 1st primary blackish ; cheeks and 
lower parts white with a roseate tinge. 

In winter plumage there is rather less black on the nuchal and 
ocular band. In young birds the black of the nape is brownish, 
there is a dark band on the smaller wing-coverts, and the ou(^er 
primaries are dark grey on both sides of the shafts. In still 
} ounger birds there are concentric brown bars on the mantle and 
tail-feathers, and brown tips to the feathers of the crown. 

Bill black, the extreme points of both mandibles pale yellowish 
horny ; irides wood-brown ; feet black {Hume). 

Length 13*5, tail 6 ; depth of fork 3 ; wing 8*5 ; tarsus *7 ; 
bill from gape 2. 

Distrihution, Chiefly insular, throughout the tropical parts of 
the Indian Ocean, the Malay ArchiiieTago, and North Australia ; 
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north to the Loo-choo Islands, and east to the Friendly and 
Navigator G-roups. This Tern is common at the Andamans and 
Nioobars, and is occasionally obtained on the Burmese coast. 

Habits^ 4'c. An oceanic Tern, keeping much to the high seas 
near tropical islands. It breeds at both the Andamans and 
Nicobars, on little rocky islets, between the middle ot May and the 
beginning of August, and lays two eggs — yellovvish, pinkish, or 
greenish, and double-spotted — on coral or sand ; the eggs measure 
1*56 by 1’12 on an average. 

1513. Sterna anaestheta. The Panayan Tern, 

Sterna anaestheta Scopoli^ Del. Faun, et Flor. Imuhr. ii, p. 92 (1783) ; 
Legge^ S. F. iii, p. 377 ; Hiimej S. F. iv, p. 474 ; Butler^ S, F. v, 
p. 301 ; Hume ^ D:iv. <S. T. vi, p. 493 ; Butler, S. F. vii, p. 1 78 ; 
Hume, Cat, no. 992 ; Legge, Birds Cegl. p. 1040; Butler, S. F. ix, 
p. 441 ; Oates, B. B, ii, p. 431 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 433 ; id. 
Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. vi, p. 300 ; Oates in Hums s N. 8f E. 2nd ed. 
iii, p. 300 ; Aitken, Jour, Bom. N. H. Soc. ix, p. 490 ; Saunders, 
Cat, B. M, XXV, p. 101. 

Sterna panayenais, Gm. Sgst. Nat. i, p. 607 (1788). 

Onychoprion aua^thaetus, Blyth, Cat. p. 293 ; Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 844; 
Ball, S. F. i, p. 90 ; Hume, S, F. ii, p. 320. 

The Brown-winged Tern, Jerdon. 

Coloration, Forehead and superciliary stripe extending beyond 
orbit white; crown, nape, and loral stripe, extending to the bill 
and just including the orbit, black ; hind neck light grey ; back, 
wings, rump, and tail dark greyish brown, basal three-fourths of 
long outer pair of rectrices and their outer edges to the tip white; 
primaries blackish brown, portions of iuner webs whitish ; cheeks 
and lower parts white; breast, abdomen, and flanks more or less 
suffused with grey, often tinged pinkish. 

In winter the upper plumage is browner and less grey, and the 
feathers of the crown and lores are dark brown with pale edges. 
This phase apparently lasts but a short time. Young birds liave 
the crown-feathers white with dark shaft-streaks, tlie nape 
blackish, the lores white with black specks, and the feathers of the 
upper parts with rufous or whitish edges. 

Bill, legs, and feet black ; irides deep brown {Hume), 

Length 14*5 ; tail 6 to 7*5, depth of fork 3 lo 4 ; wing 9*5 ; 
tarsus '8 ; bill from gape 2. 

Distribution, Tropical and subtropical seas. This Tern is 
generally distributed on the Indian, Ceylonese, and Burmese 
coasts, abounding at times on the reefs of the Laccadives, and 
breeding at Vingorla Bocks and in the Persian Gulf. 

Habits^ ^ c. This and the next species approach the Noddies in 
colour and habits, and are Oceanic Terns, being often seen far 
from land, especially around oceanic islands. Frequently flocks 

♦ This name is variously spelt anaeihetus, anaetheia^ ariosthcstus, an^ 
mtketna, &c. 

T 2 
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of this bird make their appearance on shore after high winds, and 
this is the Tern, as Hume notices, that commonly alights on 
ships to roost at night. It feeds on \^hatever can be picked np 
from the sea, cbiefiy small fish and crustaceans. Hume, in 
February, found numerous rotten and addled eggs and dried 
carcases of this bird on the Vingorla Bocks, showing that it must 
have bred there in great numbers in the monsoon. It lays 
usually a single wliitish, rather finely spotted egg, sometimes two, 
measuring about 1*72 by 1*2, and makes a small hollow for its 
nest amongst grass. 

1514, Sterna fuliginosa. The Sooty Tern, 

Sterna fuliginosa, Gm. Syst, Nat. i, p. 005 (1788) ; Legge^ S. F, iii, 
p. 378 ; Hnme^ S. F. iv, p. 477 ; id. Cat. no. 992 bis ; Legge, Birds 
Ceyl. p. 1036 ; Butler.^ S. F. ix, p. 441 ; Oates^ S. F. x, p. 247 ; id. 
B, B. ii, p. 432 ; BarneSy Birds Bom. p. 43^3 ; Oates in Hume's N. 

F. 2iid ed. iii, p. 303 ; Saundersy Cat. B. M. xxv, p. 106. 

Onychoprion fuliginosa, Ilumey S. F. i, p. 440. 

Coloration very similar to that of S, ancesthetay but much darker ; 
the white frontal band is broader, but the superciliary portion of 
it only extends to just above the eye ; the dark loral stripe is more 
oblique — it reaches the bill nearer to the gape, and extends above 
the eye. The upper surface is sooty black, breast and throat 
white, abdomen and lo\^ er tail-coverts more or less suffused with 
grey. 

In winter the crown and lores are speckled with white. Young 
birds are sooty brown throughout, paler below ; lower abdomen 
whitish ; feathers of the upper parts with white tips, which are 
broadest on the scapulars and tertiaries. 

Bill, legs, and feet black, or blackish with a dull purplish tinge ; 
irides deep brown {.Hume), 

Length 17 ; tail 6-5 to 7*5, depth of fork 3*5 to 4*5 ; wing 11*5 ; 
tarsus *9 ; bill from gape 2*3. 

Distribution, Tropical and subtropical seas. This Tern is 
met with occasionally on the Indian coasts, and breeds on the 
Laccadives. 

HahitSy This is perhaps even more an ocean-bird than S, <in- 
mtheta^ and is known to sailors as the “ Wide-awake.” It feeds on 
fish, cephalopods, and Crustacea picked up from the sea, and it breeds 
on oceanic islands, one of its most famous breeding-places being that 
known as “ Wide-aw'ake Fair,” on the island of Ascension. It is 
said by some observers to lay a single egg, but Hume found two 
or three in each nest on Cherbaniani Beef, in the Laccadives, where 
the Sooty Terns were breeding in great numbers in February, and 
were found to feed their young entirely oh" small cephalopods of 
the genus Sepiala, The eggs vary much, but are usually whitish 
with numerous red-brow n spots, and measure about 1*94 by 1-34. 
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G-enus ANOUS, Stephens, 1820, 

Bill long and slender, culmen considerably curved towards the 
tip ; nostril in a groove, much farther from the base of the bill 
than in Sterna ; tarsus short, much shorter than the middle toe 
without claw ; feet large, toes fully webbed. Wing long, first 
quill longest ; tail long, cuneate, the third or fourth pair of feathers 
from the outside longest, considerabl}^ exceeding the outer feathers. 
The whole plumage is very dark. 

The Noddies, as they are called, are a group of tropical oceanic 
birds allied to the Terns, but having a much slower, heavier flight 
and very different habits. They live in the open sea and settle on 
the water to feed on floating mollusca or dead fish, or offal. In 
the British Museum Catalogue they are divided into two genera, 
Ahous and Micranous ; but the differences are not great, and it is 
more convenient to class the tw'o species found in Endian seas in 
one generic group. 


Key to the SjHcies, 

a. Fourth pair of rcctrices from outside longest ; 

bill stout, angle of lower mandible nearer 

to tip than to gape; crown grey A. stolidu>f, p. 325. 

b. Third pair of rectnees from outside longest ; 

bill slender, angle of lower mandible equi- 
distant I’rom tip and gape ; crown white . . A. lencocapillus, p. 320. 

1515. Anous stolidus. The Noddy. 

Sterna stolida, Linn, Syst. Nat. i, p. 227 (1706). 

Anous stolidus, Blyth, Cat. p. 293; Jerdotiy B. I. iii, p. 845; Bally 
S. F, i, p. 90 ; Humey S. F. ii, p. 320; iv, pp. 429, 478 ; Le.yye, 
S. F. iv, p. 247 ; Biitlery S. F, v, p. 301 ; Hnme Dav. S. F. vi, 
p. 493; tlume, Cat. no. 993; Leyye, Birds Ceyl. p. 1043; ILmne, 
S. F. X, p. 247 ; Oates. B. B. ii, p. 434 ; id. in Humes N. ^ E. 
2nd ed. iii, p. 315; Barnesy Birds Bom. p. 433; SaunderSy Cat. 
B. M. XXV, p. 130. 



Fig. 73.— Head of A. stolidus. j. 


Coloration, Forehead and crown pale grey, passing on the nape 
into greyish brown, and this again into the dark smoky or choco- 
late-brown of the upper and lower surface generally ; lores black 
above, passing into the dark leaden brown of the cheeks and 
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tliroat ; primaries and secondaries blackish ; tail-feathers very 
dark ; wing-lining slaty grey. 

Young birds are browner and paler, and have the forehead and 
crown greyish brown. 

Bill black, orange at the angle of the gape ; irides deep brown ; 
legs and feet dusky vinous purple {Hume). 

Length !(> : tail 0; wing 10*5: laraiis 1 : bill from gape 2*3. 

IHstrihution. Tropical and subtropical seas. This bird is found 
occasionally on the Indian coasts, and has been recorded from 
Makrtin, the Laccadives (where it breeds), Ceylon, and several 
parts of the Bay of Bengal, especially the Nicobar Islands. 

Habits^ c^c. Those of the genus. Jlume found Noddies of this 
species in large numbers breeding on Cherbaniani Eeef, one of 
the Laccadives, and just beginning to lay in the second week in 
February. Only oru^ egg is laid by each bird ; it is whitish as a 
rule, very sparingly spotted with dark brown and pale purple, and 
measures about 2 08 by 1*38. 

1510. Anous leucocapillus. The White-headed Noddy. 

Aliens hucocapillus, (iould, P. Z. S. 1845, p. lOo ; Saunders^ P. Z. S. 
1876, p. 670, pi. Ixi, %. 3; llume^ S. P. iv, p. 480; id. Cat. 
no. 094 bis ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 435. 

Anous iiielancgenys, Gray, Gen. B. hi, p. 601, pi. 182 (1846). 

Anous tenuirosiris, apud Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xv, p. 373; id. Cat. 
p. 293; id. Ibis, 1865, ]>. 40; 1867, p. 178; Jerdon, B. I. iii, 
p. 846; Beavan, Ibis, 1867, p. 334 ; 18(38, p. 405 ; Jlume, Cat, 
no. 994 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 435 ; neo Sterna tenuirostris, Temm. 

Anous seiiex, apud Ilnme, S. P. ii, p. 321 ; iv, p. 480 ; 7iec Leach. 

Micranous leucocapillus, Bounders, Cat. B. M . xxv, p. 145. 

Coloration. Forehead and crown m bite, passing into ashy grey 
and then into dark brown on the nape ; lores and chin jet-black ; 
sides of neck, throat, and fore neck black with a grey wash ; rest 
of plumage blackish brown. 

Younger birds are dark brown ; but the lores are black and the 
forehead and crown white at all ages. 

Bill black ; iris brown ; tarsi and toes blackish brown {Layard). 

Length 13; tail 4*75 ; wing 9; tarsus *9 ; bill from gape 2*1. 

Distribution, Tropical seas generally. This species has been 
repeatedly seen and occasionally obtained in the Bay of Bengal. 
Blyth received a specimen from the mouth of the Ganges, and 
there is a skin in the Hume collection from Minicoy. The habits 
resemble those of A. siolidus, 

Oyc/is Candida (Gm.) is probably found at times in Indian seas. 
There is a skin in the Leyden Museum, collected by Dussumier 
and labelled Bengal, and Hume believes he has twice seen this 
bird (S. F. vii, p. 447) ; but before including the species in the 
Indian list further evidence is desirable. If found, the White 
Noddy, as it is called, may be easily recognized by its pure white 
plumage, black bill, and blue irides. The tail resembles that of 
A^oub in shape. Wing 9-5 ; tarsus very short, *6. 
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Subfamily RHYNCHOPIN^. 

Both mandibles greatly compressed, the upper considerably 
shorter than the lower, convex on both sides to^\ards the base. 
General form slight, Tern-like. 

The bill of a yoiing Jihynchops^ when the bird is hatched, 
resembles that of a 1\Tn. 


(ilentis RHTNCHOPS, Linn., ITihh 

Culmen curved ; lower mandible knife-like, llexible, truncal ed 
at the end and closely marked on the side with minute oblique 
ridges ; nostrils elongate, near base of upper mandible and near 
commissure, and opening in an irregular hollow. Wings very 
long, Ist long quill longest. ; tail short, slightly forked. Leet small ; 
webs betwei^n toes witli concave edges ; tarsiis lonL.er than middle 
toe and claw. 

Live species are known, of which three are American, one is 
African, one Indian. 

1517. Kh 3 riicll 0 ps alhicollis. The India n. Slchnmer or 

JScLsaors-hUL (Fig. btS, p. 2tH).) 

Khynchops alhicollis, ^Sivairns. An. in Minatj. p. tJUO (181)8); Blyth^ 
Cat. p. Irhy^ Jhus^ 1«0J, p. -40; Jn'don., JL /. iii, p. 847 ; 
Hume, S. F. i, p. 280; Ball, iS.F. ii, p. 440; iv, p. 2H7 ; Btdler, 
F. iv, p. 02; v, pp. 225, 205; A. Andermn, P. Z. S, 1877, 
p. 807 ; Wardl. Iia7ns. Jhis., 1877, p. 472; lifutne l)av. <S'. 1\ vi, 
p. 493; JJavicia. Wend. S. B\ vii, p. 93; JItune, ibid. p. 99; 
Ball, ibid, p. 233; Cripp^, ibid, j). 314; Jlume, Cat. no. 995; 
Butler, S. B'. \k, p. 441 ; Beid, /S’. B\ x, j). 87 ; Cates, B. B. ii, p. 430 ; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 434 ; id. Jour. Bom. A . 7/. iSoc. vi, p. 302 ; 
JIume, /S’. B\ xi, p. 351 ; Oates in Hume's iY. F. 2ik 1 ed. iii, p. 310 ; 
launders. Cat. B. M. xxv, p. 159. 

Panehira, II. 

Coloration. Forehead, lores, cheeks, neck all round, and all lower 
parts white : crown, nape, back, and wings blackish lirown ; secon- 
daries broadly tipped white, tertiaries and scapulars narrow ly edged 
w'ith white near the tip ; middle of rump, middle tail-coverts, and 
inner webs of median rectrices blackish brown ; sides of rump and 
of upper tail-coverts and remainder of tail white. 

Bill deep orange, yellowish at the tip of both mandibles ; irides 
brown ; legs bright vermilion-red. 

Length 16*5; tail 4'5 ; wing 16; tarsus I'l ; low er mandible 
from gape 3*5 to 4, upper mandible half an inch to an inch 
shorter. 

Histrihution^ The larger rivers of India and Burma* This bird 
is unknown in Ceylon. 

Mahiu, The Indian Skimmer is usually seen on broad and 
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smooth rivers down to the tideway, not in torrents nor, so far as 
is known, on tJie sea, though occasionally a few birds may haunt 
large open tanks, and even jheels. They are usually found 
in the morning and evening flying, often in scattered flocks, rather 
slowly close to the water, now and then dipping their bills in the, 
stream, as shown in the vignette on p. 296. During the day the 
flocks generally rest on sandbanks. They certainly catch fish at 
times ; T once found a fish in the stomach of a Skimmer on the 
Nerbiidda, and others have done the same, but as a rule nothing 
but a yellowish oily fluid is found, and the use of tlie very peculiar 
beak that this bird possesses is still unknown. This species breeds 
on sandbanks in rivers about March and April, and lays four eggs 
in a small depression in the sand. The eggs vary in tint, pale butf 
or stone-colour, greenish or greyish u hite, blot(*lied and streaked 
with dark brown and pale inky purplt^, aiid they measure about 
1*63 by M8. 


Family STERCOEARIII)^. 

The Skuas are an interesting group of Gull-like birds that live 
mainly by robbing Gulls, Terns, and Petrels of their food. Bold, 
active, and armed with a strong bill and sharp claws, a Skua 
pounces on other sea-birds and forces them to drop any fish or 
other food they may have secured, and this food is seized by the 
robber often before it reaches the water. At times 8kuas feed on 
eggs, on young or sickly birds, or on small mammals. They are 
dark-coloured birds, and breed in high latitudes, laying as a rule 
two olive eggs spotted wdth browm. 

The bill somewhat reBembies that of Gulls in shape, but is con- 
siderably broader at the base ; the culrnen is greatly curvx^d at the 
tip, and the upper mandible bent over the end of the lower ; but 
there is a well-developed horny cere extending more than half the 
length of the bill, and w'ith the anterior part of its lower border 
overhanging the nostrils. The low^er mandible is straight, and the 
angle very near the end. The claws are greatly curved and very 
sharp, the anterior toes long and fully webbed, hind toe sraalk 
and the tarsus strong and shielded in front. "Wings long and 
pointed, 1st long quill longest; tail long and rounded, with the 
two middle feathers projecting beyond the others, sometimes for 
vseveral inches. Skuas are distinguished from Gulls by having 
well-developed functional c«ca, and by having only one notch ou 
each side of the posterior margin of the sternum. 

The Skuas have been divided into two genera on account of 
slight differences in the bill and tail ; but the only two species 
satisfactorily identified as occurring wdthin Indian limits belong to 
the same genus* 
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Genus STEBCORARIUS, Brisson, 1760. , 

Characters of the family. ’ ' ‘ 

Key to the Species. 

a. Wing about 1 3 ; median roctrices pointed . S. crepidatm^ p. 329. 
h. Wing 14 ; median rectrices rounded at end. S. po?natorhinuSf p. 330.- 


1518. Stercorarius crepidatus. Hi char chon's Skua. 

Larns crepidatus, Banlm in Cook's Voy. {llawkesworth' s ed.) ii, p. 15 
(1773) (descr. nulla) ; Gmel. S. N. i, p. 002 (1788), 

Stercorarius parasiticus, apud Schaeffer ^ Ma^. Oni. p. 02, pi. 37 
(1789) ; S. F. i, p. 208; nec Linn. 

Stercoraiius crepidatus, Vieill. Nouv. Diet, d' Hist. Nai. xxxii, p. 155 ; 
Saunders, Cat. B. M. xxv, p. 327. 

Stercorarius asiaticiis, Hume, S. F. i, p. 270; Butler Sr Hume, S. F. 
V, p. 204 ; Hume, Cat. no. 977 ter ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 422. 



Fig. 74. — Head of S. crepidaias, immature, 


Coloration. Crown, nape, lores, and sides of head ■ to beneath 
the orbit, with a patch at the side of the lower mandible below the 
gape, dark brown, darker behind, but passing into whitish at the 
base of the bill ; cheeks, ear-coverts and their neighbourhood, 
lower parts to vent, and a narrow collar round the neck (sharply 
defined in front, but not behind) white ; throat and collar more or 
less tinged with glossy straw-colour, and very often a pale brown 
gorget across the upper breast ; all upper parts from the neck, 
the wings above and below, tail, lower tail-coverts, feathers around 
vent, thigh-coverts, flanks, and axillaries dark brown ; all shafts of 
primaries white. 

There is also a dark variety, which is dark brown throughout, 
generally rather paler below than above, and tinged with yellow 
round the neck. Intermediate forms, with more or less of the 
lower surface brown, also occur. 

Young birds are dark brown above, the edges of many feathers 
mottled with rufous ; lower parts brown, chin to fore neck streaked 
with paler brown ; rest of lower plumage irregularly barred with 
brown and white or rufous. In a further stage (as in the type pf 
the upper parts are blackish brown, the crown streaked 
whitish, hind neck and back more or less barred and fringed with 
the same, and some of the upper tail-coverts broadly b^mdqd 
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brown and rufescent white ; lower parts white, with brown, rather 
irregular crossbars on sides of neck, fore neck, breast, flanks, and 
lower tail-coverts. 

Bill brown ; cere pale greenish brown ; irides brown ; legs and 
feet dull black (flume). 

Length about 20 ; tail without middle pair of feathers 5, the 
middle feathers 1 to 3 inches longer; wing 13 ; tarsurs 1*7^ ; bill 
from gape 2. 

Distribution, This Skua breeds in Arctic and Subarctic regions, 
down tolat. and is found in winter in many parts of the worlds 
ranging as far south as ]\evv Zealand, the Cape of Good Hope, and 
liio Janeiro. It is by no means rare at that season on the Makran 
and Sind coasts, and some were seen by Captain Butler as late 
in the year as June. There can, 1 think, he no doubt that IVIr. 
Jloward Saunders vuas right in identifying S. asiaiicus with 
Itichardsori’s Skua. 


1519. Stercorarius pomatorhinus. llu Pomatoi bine Skua, 

Lestris poniarhimis, Temm. Man- d'Orn. p. 514 (1815); Jenhm^ 
B. I. iii, p. 8:^8. 

Catarracta poniariiia, Blyth,, J. A. S. B. xxviii, p. 410. 

Lestris pomatorhinus, Blyth, Birds Bunn. p. I()t3. 

Stercorarius pomatorhinus, Hume l)av. S. F. vi, p. 4t() ; Hume, 
Cat. no. 977 bis; Oates, B. h, ii, p. 413; Baunders, Cat. B. M. 
XXV, p. 322. 

This is a larger species than S. vrepid(itu<^, but similar in 
plumage, except that the cap is blackish and without any whitish 
frontal margin, and that the throat and collar are more strongly 
tinged with glossy brov^'nish yellow; there is some white barring 
on the hind neck behind the collar, and the lower fore neck, upper 
breast, and lower abdomen are dark brown, more or less barred 
and mottled with white. The middle tail-feathers, too, are blunt 
and rounded at the end, not pointed. Dark forms also occur, as 
in S. crepidaius. 

Bill horn-brown, bluish on the cere; irides brown; legs and 
feet black. 

Length 21 ; tail 5*25, the middle tail-feathers 2 to 4 inches 
longer ; wing 14 ; tarsus 2*2 ; bill from gape 2. 

Distrihntion, The Poinatorhine Skua breeds north of the Arctic 
circle, but ranges widely in winter, and has been shot in Australia, 
South Africa, and South America. A single specimen was once 
obtained by Col. Tickell at Moulmein. 

A single specimen of the Antarctic Skua, Stercorarius (or 
Megalestris) aniarcticus, was brought alive to Major Legge at 
Colombo, in Ceylon, but under circumstances which made it 
doubtful w hether it had been captured in the island (Birds Ceyl. 
p. 1050, footnote). This Skua is a large bird, with a w ing of about 
16 inches, dark brown above and paler brown be!owr, inhabiting 
the Southern Ocean. 




Fig. 7/). — Pelecanus crwpus. 


Order XIX. STEGANOPODES. 

This order contains the Pelicnns, Frigate-birds, Cormorants, 
Gannets or Boobies, and Tropic-birds — all distinguished by having 
the four toes united by a web (tig. 7t>). There is a great difference 
between the preceding order — the schizognathous Gaviae — and that 
now under consideration. The Stegaiiopodes are desmognathous 
birds, distinctly connected with the Accipitres, and might have 
followed the diurnal Birds of Prey in the classification. The 
orders to be hereafter discussed have more or less connexion with 
the Stegnnopodes. 

The principal characters of the present order are the following i — 
All four t038 united by web, the hallux well developed and turned 
inwards. Skull desmognathous and holorhinal ; basipterygoid pro- 
cesses absent ; angle of mandible truncated. Furcula generally 
anchylosed to keel of sternum, least in Sula and Fhaeihon, Oil- 
gland tufted ; casca variable ; tongue rudimentary^ Deep plantar 
tendons united by a strong vinculum, and only a slender portion 
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of the flexor longus liallucis reaches the hallux. Aqumcubital ; 
aftershaft rudimentary or wanting ; plumage of the neck con- 
tinuous, without apteria. The eggs are somewhat variable ; the 



Fig. 7(). — Foot of Phalacrocorax javanivuii. 1. 

young are liatched blind, either naked or covered with down, but 
in all cases undergo a protracted downy stage, during which they 
are helpless and fed by the parent birds. 

Families of Sler/anopodes, 

a, Web between toes deeply emarginato ; tail 

forked Fregatidae. 

h. Web between toes not emarginate ; tail rounded 
or cuneate. 

a'. Middle tail-feathers not greatly produced ; 
nostrils not pervious. 

a". Size very large : bill long, flattened. . . . Pelecanidae. 
b". Size moderate : bill compres-sed. 

a‘\ Hill slender, subcylindrical, or very 

elongate and })ointed ; nostrils small . Phalacrocoracidae. 
P. Bill stout, conical ; no external nostrils. Sulidae. 
b\ Middle tail-feathers greatly produced ; nos- 
trils pervious Phaethontidae. 


Family PELECANIDJ5. 

This family, like Phaethontidce, Sididip, and Fregatida?, consists of 
a single living genus, which is distributed throughout the warm 
and temperate regions of the earth. There are 17 cervical ver- 
tebra?, The arnbiens and all other of the characteristic thigh- 
hiuscles are absent, except the femoro-caudal. No syringeal 
muscles. 


Genus PELECANUS, Linn., 1760 . 

Upper mandible depressed, narrower and higher at the base, 
broader and flattened towards the end, composed of a median bar, 
convex externally, continuing the whole length of the bill, and 
terminating m a strongly hooked nail, and of t^^•o lateral portions, ; 
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oaoh separated from the median bar by a very narrow but distinct 
groove, in the basal part of which the small nostril opens. Lower 
mandible thin, of two flexible arches supporting a large pouch of 
naked membrane. Sides of head, including the eyes, without 
feathers. Winga ample; tail short ; tarsus compressed, reticulate 
in front. 

Pelicans are found in all the warmer regions of the world. 
Four species occur in India. 

Key to the Species, 


a. Feathers of forehead terminate in a point. 

Tail-feathers 22: bill from gape in female 

]()-12, in male 14 16 in P. roseiiSj p. 333. 

!/, Tail-feathers 24: bill in both sexes 17- 

18 in P. onocrotahcs, p. 334. 

b. Feathers of forehead end in front in a trans- 

A^erse concave line; 22 recti ices. 

c'. Wing 25-20 ; 1)ill from gape 14-18 in. . . P. rrispusj p. 335. 
d\ Wing 22-24 ; bill 13-14 in P. philippemis, p. 335. 


^ . The habits of all Pelicans, so far as is known, are similar. These 
birds are found on marshes, rivers, backv« aters, or tlie sea, some- 
times singly or in small numbers, but often in large flocks. They 
fly well, with the neck bent and the head close to the shoulders, 
;iud often ascend to great heights in the air. They w^alk badly, 
and are seldom seen on land ; they swim well and strongly, but 
they never dive. They live ou tish, and when in flocks often 
capture their prey by forming in single, double, or even triple 
lilies across a piece of winter, and driving the fish before them by 
beating the water with their wings. When the fish are driven 
into shallow water, the Pelicans scoop them up into their pouches. 

The following are some of the Indian names for Pelicans : — 
Hawasil^ Giigun hher^ Gang goya^ Penr^ Jala mud ^ H. ; Bellria^ Birua 
or PAerwa, Behar; Gara-polo or Gora~pallo^ Beng, \ Ohinka-hatu, 
Tel. ; Madde-pora,, I'am. ; Kulukedai^ Ceylonese Tamils ; Kula 
KidaVy Singh. Sehhaivet (P. rvseus), WoonJoh (P. philippensis), 
Burm^ 

1520. Pelecanus roseue. The Eastern White Pelican, 

Pelecanus roseiis, Gmeh Syet Nat. i, p. 570 (1788) ; Walden^ Tr, Z. S, 
ix, p 245 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 239. 

Pelecanus javanicus, Horsf. Tr. Linn. Sor. xiii, p. 107 (1821); 
Blyth, Cat. p. 297 ; id. J, A, S. B. xviii, p. 821 ; Jeidon, B, I, iii, 
p. 857 ; Blyth, Ibis, 1807, p. 179 ; Hume ^ J}av, S, F. vi, p, 494 ; 
Cripps, S, F, vii, p. 314; Hume, Cal, no. 1003; Reid, S, F, x, 
p. 87 ; Hume, ibid. p. 496 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 437 ; Hume, 
S,. F. xi, p. 861. 

Pelecanus liiitratus, ap^id Jerdon, B, I. iii, p. 856, pt. ; Sclater, 
P. Z. 8. 1868, p. 266, fig. 3 ; nec Licht, 

Pelecanus minor, apud Blyth,, Ibfs, 1867, p. 180 ; Elliot,, P. Z. 8. 
.. j • 1869> p. 686 ; Oates, 8} F, x, p; 247 ; nec Rilpp. 

Pelecanus onocrotalus, apud Jerdm, B. J. iii, p. 864 ; Hume, & jP. i/ 
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pp. 128, 288, pt. ; Adams ibid. p. 403 ; Ball^ Ss F. vii, p. 233 ; 
Mume^ S. F, x, p. 502 ; Doiff, ibid. p. 610. 

The European Pelican^ Created Pelican^ and Lesser White Peliean^ 
Jerdon. 

Coloration. Adults are white, deeply suffused with rosy pink 
when in full breedin^-plumajj^e ; all primaries and primary-coverts 
black ; secondaries black, with white outer borders that become 
broader on the inner feathers, some of which and some scapulars 
^jenerallv have a narrow outer blackish edge ; a patch of elongate 
feathers on top of breast yellow^ or ochreous. 

Young birds have the scapulars, the wing- feat hers, quills and 
coverts above and below, and the tail-feathers brown ; primaries 
black ; head, neck, and lower parts more or less mixed or tinged 
with dull ferruginous red. 

There is no true crest in the male ; the feathers, in a line or mane 
along the back of the neck, are slightly lengthened, and it is oTjly 
in old females that a crest about 4 inches long occurs. Tail- 
feathers 22. 

In adults the upper mandible is blue, slightly mottled with 
white on the median rib, red at the sides, nail coral-red ; basal half 
of lower mandible blue, red at the margins, terminal half yellow ; 
pouch gamboge-yellow ; face yellow ; iris lake-red; tarsus aud toes 
pink, w ebs yellow'. In young birds the bill is blue faintly margined 
with black, nail pale chestnut, pouch ochre-yellow, face violet, iria 
orange, legs yellowish white, the front of the tarsus and toes 
blackish {Oates). 

Length of male about 62 ; tail 8; wing 27 ; tarsus 5 ; bill from 
gape 14 to 16. Females are smaller : length 54 ; tail 7 ; wing 24 ; 
tarsus 4 '5 ; bill 10 to 12. 

Distribution. Eastern Asia and the Malay Archipelago. A 
winter visitor to Burma and to many parts of India, where, how- 
ever, it passes gradually into the next species. 

1621. Pelecanus onocrotalus. The White or Roseate Pelican. 

Pelecanus onocrotalus, Xmw. Syst. Nat. i, p. 215 (1766) ; Blvth, Oit. 
p. 297 : idolater, P. Z. S. 1868, p. 264, figs. 1,2; Hume, S. F. i, 
pp. 128, 288, pt. ; Butler, S. I\ iv, p. 32; Hume, Cat. no. 1001 ; 
id. S. F', X, p. 488 ; Barnes, Jvur. Bom. N. H. Soc. vi, p. 303 *, 

Pelecanus nntratus, Licht. Abh. Ah. Berl. 1838, p. 436, pi. iii, fig. 2 ; 
Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 856, pt. ; Blyth, Ibis, 1867, p. 179. 

Pelecanus longirostiis, Hume, B. F. v, p. 491 ; id. Cat. no. 1001 bis. 

This only differs from P. roseus in its larger size and longer bill, 
in having the frontal region much sw'ollen, and in possessing 
24 rectrices instead of 22. There is also apparently less difference 
in size and in the length of bill betw'een the sexes. 

I^ength of male about 72; tail 8; wing 28 ; tarsus 6*5; bill 
from gape 18. Females are smaller. 


* Some of these references probably belong to P. roseus, but as (b© iwo fprips 
pass into each other in India, it is impossible to disentangle the 
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DUtrilmtion, Southern Europe, Northern Africa, and South- 
western Asia. Some of the White Pelicans found in Northern 
India in the cold season belong apparently to this species, but the 
greater number are intermediate in size and other characters 
between P. onocrotalus and F. rosms, 

1522. Pelecanus crispus. The Dalmatian Pelican, 

(Fig. 75, p. 331.) 

Polecarms cri^^pcs, Bruch^ 1832, p. 1109; Sclater, P. Z. S. 1808, 
p 267 ; Hume, Ibis, 1868, p. 235; Elliot, P. Z. S. 1869, p. 582; 
Hume, S. F. i, p. 288 ; iv, pp. .38, 40 ; vii, pp. 98. 448 ; id. Cat. 
no. 1004 his ; It^iid, 8. F. x, p. 87 ; Hume, ibid. p. 494 ; Doig, ibid. 
p. 508 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 436. 

Coloration. Silvery white ; the back-feathers, scapulars, greater 
and median wing-coverts, tertiaries, and upper tail-coverts with 
black shal'ts; primaries and primary-covert.s black, ends of secondarv 
quills ashy brown, whitish on edges; tail pure white in old birds. 
Feathers of head and neck soft and curly, without any dark bases ; 
crest broad and thick, but not long. There appears to be no change 
of plumage at the breeding-season, except the assumption of a yellow 
breast- patch of lengthened feathers. 

Young birds are more or less brown on the upper parts, wings, 
and tail, and the neck-feathers have dark bas(^s. Idle adult plumage 
is gradually assumed, and in this and other Pelicans requires throe 
or four years for completion. 

Bill in adults dusky plumbeous ; edges of upper and lower 
mandibles for the terminal two-thirds yellowish ; nail orange ; 
pouch light primrose 1o pale fleshy, but in the breeding-season 
deep orange-red ; cheeks and orbits yellow ; irides white ; legs and 
feet pale plumbeous. In young birds tlie bill is horny brown or 
grey, lower mandible and pouch creamy white, cheeks and orbits 
the same, irides pale yellow (Hume). 

Length of male 72 ; tail 9 ; wing 28 ; tarsus 4'5 ; bill frcin 
gape 17. Females are smaller : wing 26 ; bill 14. 

Distrihution. South-eastern Euro|>e, Northern Africa, and South- 
western Asia as far east as India. This Pelican is a winter visitor 
to Oudh, the North-west Provinces, the Punjab, Sind, and Baluch- 
istan, and abounds at the season named in the dbundhs or marshes 
of Sind, on the Indus, and on the Makritu coast. Either this or 
P. onocrotalus breeds near Fao, at the head of the Persian Gulf. 

1523. Pelecanus philippensis. The SpoUed-hilled Pelican. 

Pelecanus philippensis, Gmel. Syst. Nat. i, p. 571 (1788); Bluth 
J. A. 8. B. XV, p. 374 ; id. Vat. p. 297 ; Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 858 • 
Bhjth, Ibis, 1867, p. 180; Sclater, P. Z. 8. 1868, p. 268; 1871’ 
p. 633, figs. 2, 3 ; Hwne, N. ^ E. p. 668 ; id. 8. F. i, p. 288 ; ii! 
p. B24 ; Butler Hume, 8. F. iv, p. S3 ; Oates, 8. F. v, p. 169 • 
Jiun^ f Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 495 ; Oates, 8. F. vii, p. 41 ; Bav. ^ 
Wend. ibid. p. 93; Hume, Cut, no. 1004; Btetkr, 8. F. ix,p.442* 
Meid, 8. F x, p. 87 ; Oates, ibid, p. 247 ; Hume, ibid, pp. 499, 501 ' 
id. 8, F. xiy p. 351 ; Bumes, Birds Bom, p. 438. * 
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•' Pdetanus philii^pineDsis, Walden^ Tr. Z. S, Lx, p. 240 ; Legge^ Birds 

, -1 CV^/. pjm ; 

Pelecanua nianjllepsis, apud OateSi B, B ii, p. 286: id. in Hume's 
N. ^ E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 276; nee GmeL 

The Grey Pelican^ Jerdon. 

Coloration. In breeding- plum age (September to February) the 
greater part of the plumage is white ; the lower back, upper 
rump, flanks, vent-feathers, and lower taiI-co\ert8 vinaceous pink ; 
crown and neck-feathers short, curly, uhite, dark brown at the 
base; a slight crest and a ridge or mane of longer brownish 
feathers down the back of the neck ; scapulars, median and greater 
wing-coverts, and upper tail-coverts with black shafts ; lesser and 
median secondary-coverts elongate and pointed ; primaries and 
primary-coverts black or dark brown, terminal halves of secondaries 
blackish or brown : tail light ashy brown. 

Young birds and old birds from March to August have the head 
and neck \a bite, with black bases to the feathers; back white; 
rump, upper tail-coverts, and flanks white, with brown shaft- 
wstnpes ; wings and tail brown; lower plinnage wliity brown; 
wing- coverts short, not lanceolate. Both breeding and non- 
breeding plumnges are assumed by a moult. The full breeding-dress 
is not assumed till the fourth yeni:; in the second and third years 
the assumption is only partial. Mr. Oates, who kept Pelicans for 
several years jind studied the changes of plumage, has given a full 
account of them. 

Bill pinkish yellow^, the lateral portions of the upper mandible 
with large bluish-black spots; the nail and terminal halves of both 
mandibles orange-yellow, the central portions of the sides of the 
lower mandible smeared with bluish black; pouch dull purple, 
blotched and spotted with bluish black ; eyelids and skin round 
the eye orange-yeilow% skin iu front of the eye livid ; irides stone- 
w bite, varying to pale yellow clouded with brown ; legs and feet 
very dkrk brown {Oates). Tail-feathers 22. 

Length 57 ; tail 7*5 ; wing 22 ; tarsus 3*5 ; bill from gape 14. 
Females are a little smaller. 

Distribution. Throughout the better- watered tracts of India, 
Ceylon, and Burma, and the w^hole Oriental Kegion. 

. Habits, This is the only Pelican that has been observed to 

breed within Indian limits. Several breeding-places have been 
noticed in Ceylon, where the breeding-season is between Decembeit 
and March. Jeydon states, that he visited one breeding-place in 
the Carnatic, but the birds were absent, and of late years no 
^juthenfic account of Pelicans breeding in India has appeared. In 
Burma, however, Oates visited a forest near Shwe-gyen, on the 
Sittang, where this bird breeds in enormous numbers in November, 
making its nests ot sticks, on high trees, there being from three to 
fifteenv nests in one tree. The area in which these birds breed 
i^ .about' miles long by 5 broad. The eggs, three in number, 
cbalky, alw ays greatly soiled during incubation, and 
tWy Wasui^ about B 2‘15. 
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Family FREGATIDiE. 

This family is formed by a single genus containing the Frigate- 
birds — rather large dark-eoloured oceanic birds, which far surpass 
all other Htegaiiopodos in expanse of wing, and greatly resemble 
Accipitrine birds in their mode of flight. Although, as in other 
families of the present order, all four toes are united by a mem- 
brane, the web is much less developed than in the allied forms. 
The tarsus is broad and very short. Furcula ancliylosed to keel of 
sternum; nostrils not pervious. Cervical vertebra? 15 ; syringeal 
muscles present; ambicns and feinoro-caudal developed, the other 
characteristic thigh-muscles wanting. 

Frigate-birds breed on oceanic islands. The nest of sticks 
is placed on rocks or on hushes, and a single white e^'g is laid. 

Genus FBEGATA, Brisson, 1760. 

Bill long, straight, and strongly hooked at the end, both man- 
dibles being curved downward at the tip; culmeu fhittened, lateral 
grooves deep, bifurcating at the dertrum or nail, and the lower 
branch terminating in a notch in the margin; nostrils in the 
groove, basal and linear. A large naked gular pouch. Wings 
very long and pointed : 1st quill considerably the longest. Tail 
of 12 feathers, deeply forked. 'J'arsus very short, feathered ; middle 
toe longest ; web between toes deeply ernarginate ; claws long, 
curved, that of middle toe pectinated inside. 

Two or three species are known and range throughout tropical 
seas ; two have been taken within Indian limits. 

Key to tJie Species. 


ii. Bill from gape about o inches K. atjmlety p. ‘t’lB. 

b. Bill from gape about 375 inches K ariel^ p. 338. 



Fig. 77. — Head of F. arieL J. 


Frigate or Man-o’-war Birds are well known to seamen from 
their remarkably powerful flight, and from the use they make of 
their speed in pursuing Ganuets, Gulls^ and Terns in order to rob 
them of their prey. The Frigate-birds live by piracy in tropical 
seas, just as the JSkuas do in colder but the species 

of Freffata do not confine themselves to t^ken by other birds : 

TOL. K 
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they often capture flying-fishes, cuttle-fishes, crabs, or even 3 'oung 
turtles. 

15124. Fregata aquila. The Frigate-hird or Man-of-war Bird^ 

relccaiuis aqnilus, Litin. Sgst. Fat. i, p. 216 (1766). 

Atta^»en nquiJus, Jerdorty B. I. iii, p. 853. 

Frefjnta aqtiila, Humey Cat. wo. 1000; Lcgge, Bv da CoyL p. 1204; 
Oatesy B. B. ii, p. 227. 

Coloraiioiu Male black throughout, richly glossed with metallic 
])urj)le and green on the bead, neck, back, and scapulars, less 
richly on Ihe wings and tail. 

Fnnaleit have the whole breast white, this colour extending back 
laterally on to tlie flanks, the back brownish black, and all the 
smaller wing-coverts and the inner median coverts with pale 
brown or whitish edges. 

Young birds have ♦he head, neck, breast, and middle of abdomen 
white, tin^ hf^ad nnd neck often tinged with ferruginous, and the 
lower breast sometimes blackish brown ; wing-coverts as in the 
adult female. In worn plumnge the back and quills are brow^n. 

Bill bluish grey; irides red (sometimes black) ; gular skin, legs, 
and feet red. 

Length about 40; tail 15--19; wing 22-25; bill from gape 
4*5-5-25. 

Bkhdlntfion. All tropical seas nnd oceans. This bird has 
been occasionally obtained on the coast of India. J(*rdon mentions 
receiving a specimen that had been shot near Mangalore, and there 
is a skin from Ceylon in the British Museum. 

1525. Fregata ariel. The Smaller Frigate-hird. 

Attflgen ariel, Gonldy Gray, Gen. B. iii, p. 060 (1845) (descr. mdla) ; 
Gvuldy Bi/di Australiuy vii, pi. 72 (1848) ; Layard, A. M. F. II. 
(2) xiv, p. 271. 

Attagen minor, apud Iloldsworth, P. Z. S. 1872, p. 482; nec Bele- 
carms minor, Gm. 

Fregata minor, opnd Hvme, S. F. vii, p. 447 ; id. Cat. no. 1000 his; 
BeggCy Birds Ceyl. p. 1203 ; Hume, S. F. ix, p. 119 ; Oates, B. B. 
ii, ‘p. 228. 

Coloration similar to that of F. aguila, except that the adult 
male has a large white patch on each tiauk, and the female a white 
or w'hitish collar round the base of the neck. This species is, how- 
ever, much smaller, wdth a shorter and more slender bill. Young 
birds ba^ e the breast blackish brown, and only the head, neck, 
and abdomen w hite. 

Bill grey ; irides red ; gular skin red ; eyelids, legs, and feet 
black in males; red in females. In the young the irides are 
black ; bill and feet blackish white (‘ Challenger ' Eeports). 

Tail about 1 3 ; wing 20 ; bill from gape 3*5-4. 

Bietrihntion. Tropical parts of the Indian and Pacific Oceans as 
far east as the Society Islands. This Prigate-bird api)ears not to 
be rare on the coast of Oey Ion, where several examples have been 
obtained. 
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Fig. 78 . — IHotus melanoffaster. 


Family PHALACROCORACID.E. 

The Cormorants and Darters are diving fishers with black or 
blackish plumage on the upper parts, and very often on the lower 
also. They have a longish neck, a somewhat slender and elongate 
bill, and stiff tail-feathers. The nostrils are small and not per- 
vious. Cervical vertebrae 20. Ambieus, femoro-caudal, and semi- 
tendinosus muscles present, the two accessory thigh-muscles 
wanting. Syringeal muscles present. 

There are two subfamilies thus distinguished ; each contains a 
single genus : — 

Bill hooked at tips, margins of com- 
missure smooth Phalacrocoracinoif p, 340. 

BUI straight; pointed, margins toothed. Flotinm, p. 343. 

z 2 



340 iPHALACEOCOB-riJID-®. 

Subfamily PHALACllOCORACINiE. 

Genus PHALACROCOEAX, Brisson, 1760. 

Bill of moderate length, rather slender, compressed ; culmen 
rounded, sharply hooked at the end, a long narrow groove on eneh 
side, bifurcating at the dertrum or nail, and the lower brancih run- 
ning to the commissure. A gular pouch, naked anteriorly. Wings 
of moderate length ; 2nd quill usually longest. Tail rounded or 
cuneate, ot 12 or 14 stiff feathers. Tarsus short and compressed ; 
toes flattened; claws much curved. 

This genus contains about 37 species, which are of almost world- 
wide distribution. Three are Indian. 

Key io the JSpecies, 

a. Tail of 14 feathers ; wing about 13 in. long . . P. carhoj p. 340. 
h. 1 ail of 12 feathers. 

fi\ Wing about 10*5 in. . . . P.fuscwolltSy p, 341. 

i'. Wing about 8 in P. javanicuSy p. 342. 

All Cormorants live on fish, which they capture by diving, and 
all are extremely voracious. They swim much immersed in the 
water. When resting after Ashing, they sit on rocks, on stumps 
or branches, and often remain motionless with their wings partially 
expanded. They have a powerful sustained flight ; but rise from 
the water heavily and with difficulty, flapping for some distance 
along the surface. They make their nests of twigs, lined with 
grass or seaweed, and placed on trees or rocks, and the eggs are 
elongate-oval with a chalky-white superficial layer, beneath which 
the shell is bluish green. 

1526. Phalacrocorax car bo. The Larye Cormorant. 

Pelecanus carho, Linn. 8yst. Nat. i, p. 216 (1766). 

Phalacrocorax carbo, PailaSy Zooyr. liosso^Asiat. ii, p 297 ; Hume ^ 
l)av. S. P\ vi, p. 496; Bally B. P\ vii, p. 234 ; Doiyy ibid. p. 469; 
Humcj Cat. no. 1005; Scvdlyy S. P\ viii, p. 3G4; LeygCy Birds 
Ceyl. pp. 1182, Vm\ Scully, Ibis, 1881, p. 594; Betdy S. F. x, 
p. 87 ; OateSy B. B. ii, p. 231 ; B antes y Birds Bom. p. 438 ; 
Hume ^ Cripps, S. F. xi, p. 352 ; Oates in Humes N. ^ E, 2Dd 
ed. iii, p. 270; Barnes y Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. vi, p. 304 ; Bvlkley^ 
op. tit. vii, p. 544. 

Graculus albiventer, Tickelly J. A, 8. B. xi, p. 463 (1842), 

Gracul us carbo, Blythy Cat. p. 298; Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 801 ; Hume. 
S. F. iy p. 280 ; Adamy xhid. p. 403 ; Oatesy S. F. iii, p. 340 ; v, 
p. 160 ; Buttery 8 . F. iv, p. 33 ; JDoiffy 8 . F. viii, p. 877. 

QkoguVy Pan-Jcoivay Jal-kowa, H. ; Tirv-gyiy Burm. These names are 
used for all species of Cormorants. Wadda SiUiy Sind ; Bonta^kakiy TeL 

, .Oohmtian. Adults are black, glossed with dull purplish or 
green j a wbite band from eye to eye across the throat, forming a 
broad border to the naked gular pouch; a small longitMdinal 
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pointed nuehal crest ; feathers of the upper back, scapulars, and 
Aving-coverts with broad brownish bronze centres and black 
margins, the quills brownish black ; tail-feathers dull black. 

In the breeding-season a large patch of snowy-white appears on 
each flank, and the plumage of the head and upper neck, wiih the 
exception of the crest, is interspersed with a mass of long silky, 
almost hair-like white plumes, which often conceal the shorter 
black feathers. These wliite feathers are shed after the breeding- 
season. 

Young birds of the year are dull browm above, with blackish 
margins to the feathers of the upper back, the scapulars, and 
wing-coverts ; the nuddle of the throat, the whole breast, and the 
middle of the abdoim-ri white. There is a gradual passage from 
this to the adult plumage, which is only assumed in the fourth 
year, the upper parts, at a period when there is still much white 
or whitish on the lower plumage, resembling those in adult birds. 

Upper mandible and tip of lower dark brown, remainder of lower 
mandible white or pinkisli ; irides green : eyelids and lores dusky 
yellow : skin of throat bright yellow, or black spotted with yeilow ; 
skin under eye orange ; legs and claws black. Tail-feathers 14. 

Length 32; tail 7 ; wing L‘5 ; tarsus 2 3 ; bill from gape 
3*75. There is considerable variation, and males as a rule are 
larger than feimdes. 

Distrihviion, Almost Throughout Asia, Europe, Africa, and Aus- 
tralia, and on the A tlantic coast of North A merit a. This Cormorant 
occurs on the coasts, large rivers, and larger pieces of fresh water 
throughout India, Ceylon, and Burma. 

Ifahiis, ^*c. The Common Cormorant, though often seen fishing 
singly, generally roosts in companies, and often associates in large 
tiocks. It breeds in colonies, and the nests and eggs have been 
taken in October hy Oates in Lower Pegu, in rlanuary by Captain 
Horace Terry near Bellary, Madras Presidency, and by Scrope 
Doig on the Eastern Nara, Sind, in November. The nests are, 
in India, generally on trees growing in water, sumetimes on rocks, 
elsewhere on .-‘ca-cliffs. The eggs, 4 to G. or even 7 in number, 
are very elongated ovals, measuring about 2*5 by 1*6. 

1527. Phalacrocorax fuscicollis. The Indian Shag, 

Phalacrocorax fuscicollis, Steph, in Shaic^s Gen, Zool, xiii, pt. 1, p. 91 
(1825) ; Ihnne Dav. S. jh\ vi, p. 496,* Dav. Wend, S, F, vii, 
p. 93 ; Butler^ ibid. pp. 178, 180, 467 ; Ball, ibid. p. 234 ; Hume, Cat, 
no. 1006; Voig, S, F. viii, p. 372; Birds Ccy/. p. 1 182 ; 

Bidler, S, F. ix, p. 442 ; Davidson, S, F. x, p. 327 ; Oates^ B, B, 
ii, p. 233 ; Barnes^ Birds Bom, p. 439; id. Jour, Bmn. N. H, Soc. 
vi, p. 305; Hume, S, F. xi, p. 352 ; Oates m Hume's N. Se E, 2nd 
ed. iii, p. 272. 

Graculus sinensis, apud Blyth, Cat, p. 298; JerdoUf B, I. iii, p. 862; 
Kinffy J. A. S, B, xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 218 ; Oates^ S, F, iii, p 850; 
Butlerj S. F. iv, p, 33. 

Graculus fuscicollis, Blyth, Ibis, 1867, p. 181; Bulger, Ibis, 1869, 
p. 170 ; Blyth^ WaM. Birds Burrh, p. 164 ; Qaiss, S, JFl v,p, 170. 

The Lesser Chrnmant, Jerdon. 
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Coloration. Black, glossed with purplish or greenish ; feathers 
of upper hack, scapulars, and wing-coverts dull brownish bronze, 
with broad black margins. There are a few^ white specks on the 
sides of the head, and, in breeding-plumage only, a pure white 
tuft on each side of the neck behind the ear-covcrts. 

In non-breeding plumage, the throat is more or less speckled 
with white. 

Young birds are brown above, with black margins to the 
feathers of the upper back, to the scapulars, and wing-coverts ; 
throat white; breast and abdomen partly or wholly white. 

Bill dusky brown, i*eddish beneath ; i rides verdigris-blue; nude 
orbits black; gular skin yellow; feet black (Jerclon). Irides 
green ; naked skin of head yellow {Oates). 

Length 25; tail (of 12 feathers) 6*5; wing 10*5; tarsus 1*8; 
bill from gape 3-25. 

Distribution. This sjjecies is rare or wanting in Northern India, 
except in Sind, where it is a permanent resident, and about Delhi. 
It has been found sparingly in Central India, tlie Deccan, the 
(Carnatic, and Orissa, and has been seen occasionally in Ceylon, 
but appears not to have been observed on the Malabar coast. It 
is more common to the eastward in Burma, and was found by 
Hume in Manipur. Jt is probable that in some cases small 
females of P. carbo have been mistaken for P. fuscicollis. 

Habits., ^c. The Indian Shag is a bird of rivers, lakes, and 
estuaries, rather than of the sea-coasts. It is resident in India, and 
has been found breeding by Oates in July amongst reeds in the 
Myitkyo Swamp, Pegu, and by Doig and Butler on tamarisk trees 
in the Eastern Nara, Sind, from July to December. The eggs 
are like those of P. carlo., and measure about 2*1 by 1*4. 

1528. Fhalacrocorax javanicus. The Little Cormorant. 

? Hydrocorax niger, Vieill. N. Dirt. d^JIist. Nat. viii, p. 88 (1817). 

(^arbo javanicus, Horsf. Trans. Linn. iSoc. xiii, p. 197 

Carbo melanognathus, Brandt^ Bull. Acad. St. Pitersb. iii, p. 57 

{imi). 

Graculus pygmaeus, apud Blyth, Cat. p. 298 ; Bh/th ^ Wald. Birds 
Burm. p. 164 ; Fairbanks S. P\ iv, p. 264 ; Oatesy S. F. y, p. 170 ; 
nee Pallas. 

Graculus iavanicus. Jerdon. B. I. iii, p. 868 ; Blyth, Ibis. 1867, p. 181 ; 
Bntler ^ Hume, S. F. iv, p. 34. 

(Traculus melanognathus, Humey N. ^ E. p. 060 ; id. S. F. i, p. 289 ; 
Adaniy ibid. p. 408. 

Phalacroccrax pygmaeus, apud Hume ^ l)av. S. F. vi, p. 496; 
Bally S. F. vii, p. 284 ; CrippSy ibid. p. 315; Humey ibid. p. 497 ; 
id. Cat. no. 1007 ; Doig^ S. F. viii, p. 872 ; Leggsy Birds Ceyl. 
p. 1191 ; Vidal, S. F. ix, p, 96 ; Butler, ibid, p, 442 ; Reid, S. F. 
X, p. 88 ; Davison, ibid. p. 419 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 284 ; id. in 
Hume's N. E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 273 ; Barnes y Birds Bom. p. 489 ; 
id. Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. vi, p. 805: Humey S. F. xi, p. 362. 

Bm-^homty Jograbiy H. ; Pan-hnoriy Pan-koutiy Beng. j NirttJeakiy 
Tel. ; Kadul Kagamy Nir Kakam, Tam. (Ceylon) ; Diga KawUy Cing. 

Coloration. Black, with a slight green gloss; scapulars awd 
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wing-coverts dark silvery grey, with a broad bhick border to each 
leather. In the breeding- season some scattered while feathers 
are developed on the crown and sides of the head, and a few long 
white hair-like plumes grow on the sides of the neck ; the feathers 
of the occiput and nape are slightly lengthened. 

In non-breeding plumage there is a white throat bordering the 
guJar pouch. 

Young birds are brown with a white throat, the coloration is 
darker above; the back, rump, tail, and wing-feat hei’s blackish; 
scapulars and wing-coverts grey with brown borders ; middle of 
breast and abdomen whitish. 



Fig. 79. — Head of P. javanwus. .j. 


Bill brown, livid purple in the height of the hreedijjg-season ; 
giilar skin and orbits blackish, livid iu summer ; legs blackish, 
dusky livid at the same season (Jenion), 

Length 20; tail (of 12 feathers) 5*75 ; wing 8; tarsus 1-4; 
bill from gape 2*3. 

Digtribut/ion. Throughout India, Ceylon, and Burma in all low, 
well-watered areas, also in the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, Java, 
and Borneo. 

Habits^ 4'c. This is by far the commonest Indian Corinoi’ant ; 
it is found in rivers, marshes, and large tanks, but not on the sea- 
coast, at all events commonly. It is usually found singly or in 
small parties, but collects into flocks to roost, and breeds iji 
enormous numbers on trees about water in duly, August, or 
September in T^orthern India and in Burma, but iu February and 
March in Ceylon. The eggs are 3 to 5 in number, and measure 
about 1*73 by I'lfl. 


Subfamily PLOTIN.F]. 

Genus PLOTUS, Linn., 176f). 

Bill slender, straight, very sharp-pointed, both margins of com- 
missure toothed near the tip; no lateral groove; nostrils small, 
basal, linear ; neck very slender, with a bend at the 8th and 9th 
vertebrae which, as Garrod has shown (P. Z. 8. 187G, p. 337), 
enables the bird, by suddenly straightening the neck, to transflx 
with its bill the fishes it captures. Wing pointed, 3rd quill 
longest ; scapulars elongate and lanceolate. Tail long, cuneate, of 
12 rigid feathers. 

Four species inhabit the tropical regions of different con- 
tinents ; one is Indian* 
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1520. Plotus melanogaster. The Indian Darter or Snal'e-hird. 
(Fig. 7S, p. 339.) 

An^iingfi nielanogaster, PfmnaM, Indian Zool. p. 13, pi. xiii (1709). 

Pl<)tu‘< melnnoK’a^ter, Gmel. Syst. Nat, i, p. 589 (1788) ; lilyfhy Cat. 
y. 299 ; Jerdtm, B. I. iii, 7^*805 ; Hume, N. 8f E. p. (JOl ; id. S. J\ 
3 . 7 ». 289; Adam, ibid. 73 . 403 ; Bidler, S. F. iv, p. 34 ; Fairhanh, 
ibid. p. 204 : Oate(i, S. F. v, p. 170 ; Hiarie J)av. S. F. vi, p. 490 ; 
Hume, S. F. \ii, p. 98 ; Butler, ibid ] 3 p. 178, 189; Ball, ihid. 
73 . 234; (Vi)>2)i^, ibid. p. 315; Hume, Cat. no. 1098; Scully, S. F. 
Tiii, p. 304; lhiy,ibid. 7 ). 372; Leyye, Birds (^ei/l. 7 ). 1194; Vidal, 
S. F. ix, p. 90 ; Butler, ibid. }>. 442; Beid, S. F. x. p. 88 ; Dnvidsou, 
ihid. p. 327 ; Davison, ihid. 7).419 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 235 : Barnes, 
Birds Bom. p. 440; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 353; (Jutes in Hume's 
N. Sf F. 2 nrl od. iii, 73 . 274; Barnes, Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. vi, 
73 . 300 ; Sinclair, op. cit. viii, 7 ). 434. 

Bamra, Pan Dtthbi, II. ; Sili, Sind; Goyar, Bentr. ; Kallaklpitta, Ttd.; 
(Itakuri. Sontlioru (Jonds; Pamhntiara, Tam. (C'eylon); Diya Kaira, 
Belli Kau'a, 

Colorailon. Crown and neck brown, all the feathers with ]3ale 
edges, bnck of neck blackish ; chin, throat, and a line^ coinnieneing 
above the ga73e, and continued about halfway down each side of 
the neck, white ; a minute white streak also above the eye ; up 7 >er 
back black, the featliers with brown edges ; lower back, ruini), 
tail-co\ erl s, tail-feathers, primary and secondary quills, and lower 
73arts from tlie neck glossy black; sca77ular8, wing-coverts, and 
tertiaries black, with conspicuous silvery-white 8haft-stn73es ; last 
tertiary in eacli wing and two middle pairs of tail-feathers with 
the outer web ribbed. Sexes alike. 

In immature birds the neck is pale brown, wliitisb beneath, 
with the lateral stri 7 )es indistinct. Tlie black on the lower back, 
rump, breast, and abdomen is sooty or brownish, and ll)e silvery 
stripes on the upper j)lumage tinged with yellow. 

Bill with the upper mandible browui or blackish, the lower 
yellowish ; irides yellow ; legs black (Oates). Iris pearly white, 
witli an inner and outer ring of yellow* (Leepje). 

Length 3G; tail 9; wing 14; tarsus ]-7 ; hill from gape 3-8. 

Distribution, Throughout the Oriental Region in suitable 
localities. In India, Ceylon, and Burma this bird is found 
wherever there are extensive pieces of fresh wat^r or large rivers 
with a slow current. 

Habits, ^c. The Snake-bird haunts fresh w^ater, not the sea, but 
it may be found on tidal estuaries and creeks. It swims with 
only its snake-like head and neck out of water, and dives very 
rapidly, either from the surface of the water or from a perch above it. 
Its food consists of fish, and it ca 7 )tures them when diving either by 
impaling them with one of its mandibles or securing them between 
the two; it then emerges from the water, throws up the captured 
fish, catches it again, and swallows it head foremost. After 
feeding, the Darter perches on a branch or stump of a tree, and 
sits cormoranMike with extended wings. The voice of this Darter, 
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according to Legge, is a harsh dissyllabic croak. The nest and 
eggs are like those of Cormorants; the breeding-season is July 
and August in Northern India and Burma, January and February 
in Madras and C^eyloii. Uie birds breed in colonies, and generally 
in company with Cormorants and Herons, on trees in or near 
Mater, and the eggs are three or four in number and measure 
about 213 by 1*37. 


Family SULID^F. 

The Gannets or Boobies are l)lack and Mhite or broun and 
M'hit(3 birds of considerable size, inhabiting the open st^a, and 
living on fisli. They liave a powerful pointed bill, and the outer 
nostrils in adults are completely closed. Cervical vertebrae 18. 
Ambiens, femoro-caudal, and semitendinosus muscles present, the 
tMm accessory thigh-muscles absent. No syringeal muscles. 

There is only one genus. 


Genus SXTLA, Brisson, 1701). 

Bill strong, straight, compressed, pointed ; the ciilmen flattened, 
broad at the base, curved at the end but not hooked ; upper 
mandible with a linear groove on each side near the culinen ; 
nostrils completely (dosed in adults, minute and basal in young 
birds; inner inargins of buth mandibles serrated, especially towards 
the tip. Sides of head to behind the orbit, chin, and part 
of throat nakecl, the feathered area ending on the throat, in all 
Indian species, in a transverse line. Wings long, pointed; tail 
long, wedge-slia])ed. Tarsus short ; outer and middle toes equal ; 
claw of micldle toe broad and pectinated. 

About six species are knowm, including the Gannets, which 
inhabit temperate regions and have a narrow naked strip running 
doMui the middle of the throat, and the Boobies, which are tropical. 
Three of the latter are said to be found in Indian seas. 


Keif to the Species. 

а. Tail-feathers 14. 

a'. Head, neck, and upper parts brown in adults ; 

feet pale yellow 

h\ Head, neck, body, and tail white in aciults ; 

б. Tftil-feath«re 16.' 

c'. Head, neck, and body white in adults ; tail 

blackish ; feet slaty 


S. leixcoff aster j p, 346. 
S. piscatri.Vf p. 347. 


S, n/anopSf /p, 347. 


^ The members of this genus ai^ said to be oceanic birds, but 
they are more commonly found singly or in flocks about reefs and 
islands, Btod they breed chiefly on isolated rodts in the sea, some- 
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times near continents, laving a single egg, which is externall}’ chalky 
white, but bluish green when the outer layer is removed. All have a 
steady, rather powerful flight, generally to be recognized by the bird^s 
habit of alternately making a few rapid beats with the wings and 
then sailing for some distance with wings extended. They feed 
upon fish, the tropical species very generally on flying-fish, but 
remains of cuttlefishes have also been found in their stomachs. 
The Gaunets, or 8olan Geese, as they are often called, dash into 
the sea after their prey from a considerable height and with great 
force, but Boobies appear less addicted to this style of fishing. 
The name Booby appears to be derived partly from the stolid 
appearance of the birds, partly from their frequently settling on 
vessels and allowing themselvt.‘8 to be easily captured. 

1530, Sula leucogaster. The Boobt/ or Broivn Ga 7 inet, 

Pdecanus siila, Linn, Syst. Nat, i, p. 218 (17(i0). 

Pclecanus leucogaster, Bodd, Tahl, IH, EnL p. 57 (178fl). 

Hula fiber, apnd Blyt.k, Cat, p. 2^16; Jerdon, B, /.iii, p. 851 ; Kmtie, 

^ S. F, ii, pp. 51, 324 ; iv, p. 483. 

Hula australis, Steph. apvd Ihimey S. F. v, p. 3J8; Hume Sr Eai>. 
Sf. F. \ i, p. 403 : llume^ Cat. no. 008. 

Hula loucogastr<a, Sclat. ^ Sale. P. Z. S. 1878, p. 651 ; Leyr/e, Birds 
Ceyl. p. 1177. 

Dysporus sula, Oaten, B. B. ii, p. 229. 



Fig. 80. — Head of S, leucfHjaster. h» 


Cohration. In adults the head, neck, and upper breast, with 
the whole upper surface, dark chocolate-brown ; wing and tail- 
feathers bluish brown; lower breast and belly white; wiug-lining 
almost wholly brown. 

Young birds have the upper parts, vvings, tail, head, and neck 
all round down to the middle of the breast uniform sepia-brown, 
lower breast and abdomen pale brownish, the limits of the two 
colours well defined. 

Bill creamy white, with a bluish tinge in veins ; pouch, gape, lores, 
and orbital spaces pale hoary greenish yellow ; irides white ; legs 
and feet pale yellow (Hume). Tail-feathers 34, 

Length 32 ; tail 8 ; wing 15 ; tarsus i’7 ; bill from gape 4*7* 
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Distribution. Tropical seas throughout the world. The Booby 
has frequently been seen and occasionally shot on the coasts of 
India, Ceylon, and Burma. 

1531. Sula piscatrix. The Red-legged Booby, 

Pelecanua piscator, JAnn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 217 (1766). 

Dysporua pi^jcatoi*, ^undevallf Physioefr. Sdllskapets Tidsli. i, p. 217 ; 
id. A. M. N. IT. xixy p. 23*'>; Oafe^, B. B. ii, p. 230. 

Sula piscator, Blythy Cat. p. 297 ; Jerdoriy B. 1. iii, p. 862 ; Hamcy 
Cat. no. 999. 

Sula piscatrix, Humey S. T\ iv, p. 483 ; v, p. 312. 

The White Booby y Jerdoii. 

Coloration, Adults are white with the exception of the 
primaries, secondaries, and greater coverts, which are dark brown 
tinged with silvery grey; the head, neck, and back sometimes 
washed ith butf. 

Young birds are sepia-brown throughout, lower parts paler ; in 
the next plumage the abdomen becomes whitish or white, then 
the head, neck, and body. The quills are alw^ays more or less 
tinged with hoary grey. 

Bill, facial skin, higs and feet red (Sundevall); irides grey, bill 
in young bluish pink, orbital area plumbeous, pouch fiesh-coloured 
{McGillivray), Tail-feathers 14. 

Length about 26; tail 8*5; wing 15; tarsus 1*3; bill from 
gape 4. 

Distribution. Tropical seas. Blyth states that this bird is 
common in the Bay of Bengal, and derdon that it is occasionally 
seen there; Sundevall says it is common in the Indian Ocean 
between 10° N. and 10° 8., and that he saw one bird in May on 
the coast of Bengal. It is, however, possible that 8, cyanops, 
which was not recorded from Indian seas by Sundevall, Blyth, or 
Jerdon, has been at times mistaken for S. 2 dscatri,v, Hume saw 
a large flock, apparently of the present species, close to one of the 
Laccadive Islands ; and Blyth identilied with 8, piscatrix a young 
bird obtained by Layard from the Maldives. No other specimen 
has been obtained in the neighbourhood, and although, as the Bed- 
legged Booby is common in the Malay Archipelago, it must, I 
think, inhabit Indian seas, its claim to a place in the list of Indian 
birds cannot be regarded as quite certain. 

1532. Sula cyanops. The Mashed Booby, 

Dysporus cyanops, Stmdevally Phynogr. Salhkapets Tidsk. i, p. 218 
"(1837) ; id. A. M. N. H. xix, p. 236 ; OateSy B. B. ii, p, 231. 

Sula cyanops, Butler y S. P\ v, p. 303 ; Hume^ ibid. p. 307 ; id. Cat. 
no. 999 bis ; Bidder y S. F. viii, p. 388 ; Leggey Birds Ceyl. p. 1180; 
Murray y S. F, x, p. 165 ; Barnes, Birds Rom. p. 436 ; Sinclair, 
Jour, Bom. N. II. Soc, v, p. 306. 

Sida melanops, Heugl, Ibis, 1859, p. 861, pi. x, fig. 2. 

Coloration in adults white, except the quills, greater coverts, 
and tail-feathers, \vhich are blackish brown. 
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Birds of the year are said to be greyish brown t!i rough out. At 
n later stage the upper pnrts and neck all round are dark brovrn, 
the breast and abdomen white. This plumage is probably replaced 
by that of the adult, some skins with the upper surface mostly 
white retaining dark spots on the wing-coverts and lower back. 
S, cyanops m the dark plumage is distinguished from S, Imcoynster 
by having only the neck, not the breast, brown, and by its white 
wing-lining. 

Bill yellow or greenish yellow; loral and facial skin dark slate- 
colour; i rides yellow, reddish, or greenish yellow; legs and toes 
d:irk slaty or plumbeous; webs darker (Legr/e). Tail-feathers 
]f) or 18. 

Length 32 ; tail 7 ; \^ irigir)*5; tarsus 2*2 ; bill from gape ,5’L 
Eii'ds from the Soutli Pacific are larger. 

Difitrihnhon, Tropical seas. This Booby is of occasional occur- 
rence on the Indian coasts both oast and west of India. Specimens 
have been obtained by Butler off' Mekran, by Murray at Karachi, 
and by Sinclair close to Bombay. 


Family PHAETHONTID^. 

The members of thivs family are about tJie size of the smaller 
frulls, and combine the structure of Gannets or Cormorants with 
the habits nnd appearance of Terns. They have a satiny white 
plumage, with a few blark markings. The bill is pointed, not 
liooked, the nostrils arc narrowly pervious, and the palate is im- 
perfectly desmognathoiis, the maxillo-palatines being separate 
behind, though united with the nasal septum anteriorly, and the 
vomer being well-developed and conspicuous. Cervical vertebrae 
15. Ambiens absent, femoro-caudal, semitendinosus, and accessory 
semitendinosiis present, the last-named muscle not occurring in 
other Steganopodous birds. Syringeal muscles present. Members 
of the present family are also distinguished by laying spotted eggs. 

A single genus. . 


Genus PHAETHON, Linn., ITdO. 

Bill stout, slightly curved throughout, the margins finely ser- 
rated. Wings Aery long, Ist primary longest. Middle pair of 
tail-feathers excessively elongated and attenuated. Tarsus very 
short. 

Four or five species are known, of which three have been recorded 
from Indian seas. 
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Key to the Species, 

a. Outer web of first primary black. 

a\ Hack barred in adults; white tips to first 

primary very narrow. Tail-feathers 14 . P. indicuSf p. 349. 

b' . Btick quite white in adults; white tip to 
first primary more than 0*5 in, long*. 

Tail-leathers 12 P.JiamrostriSj p. 350. 

b. Outer web of first primary white. Tail- 

feathers 10 P. ruhricauda^ p. 350. 

The Tropic -birds, called by sailors Boatswain (Bosun) Birds, 
because, it is said, the long median tail-feathers recall the Boat- 
swain’s marling- spike, are truly oceanic, and are commonly seen 
at a distance from land, where the}'^ attract attention by their 
habit of flying up to ships, hovering round the masts, and some- 
times resting on the masthead. They have a swift and elegant 
flight, and are often seen with their bills pointed downward, hut 
they turu their heads in various directions, sideways and even 
backward when flying. Their visits to ships appear due to 
curiosity, anything serves to attract them, and the tiring of a gun 
will often bring them from a considerable distance. They feed ou 
fish captured on the surface. They breed on oceanic islands, 
chiefly in holes of ro(*ks, laying a single egg, pinkish-while in 
colour, mottled, spotted, and smeared with brownish purple. 


1533. Phaethon indiens. The Short-tailed Trojnc-hhxl, 

Phaeton rubricauda, a/md Holdsivorthj P.Z.S. 1872, p. 482 
Blanfordj ZooL GeoL Ahysmwa^ p. 441 ; nec Bodd. 

Phaeton letherius, apiid Hume, S. F. i, pp. 28(5, 441 ; nec Linn, 
Phaefon indicus, Hume, S. F, iv, p. 48l 087(5); Butler, F, v, 
p. 302; Hume JJav. S. F. vi, p. 493; Hume, Cat, no. 99(5 bis ; 
Butler, S, F, viii, p. 388 ; Letjge, Birds Ceyl, p. 1173 ; Hume, S, F, 
X, p. 146 ; Oates, B, B, ii, p. 22(5 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 434. 



Coloration white, with a satiny gloss, burred wdth black on the 
hind neck, back, scapulars, rump, and upper tail-coverts,. the bars 
ipor^ or le$s crescentic; a single broadly crescentic black patch 
in front of the eye extending to the gape, and a black streak, 
more or less broken, running back from each eye to the nape and 
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forming a band round the crown ; outer webs, shafts, and portions 
of inner webs near shafts of first five primaries black except the 
narrow extreme white tips of the feathers; tertiaries, primary 
coverts, greater tertiary coverts, and long flank-feathers black 
with white borders ; shafts of rectrices black except at the ends. 

Young birds have a few black spots on the head. 

Bill dull orange-red, inner margins of both mandibles dusky ; 
irides blackish browm ; legs, hallux, and base of other toes and of 
their v^ ebs yellowish white ; rest of feet black. Tail-feathers 14. 

Length (including long tail-feathers) about 21; tail 7*5-12; 
tail without median rectrices 4 ; wing 11*5 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from 
gape 3*25. 

Distribution, All seas around India from the Straits of Malacca 
to the Persian Gulf, also the Bed Sea. 

This species is probably found throughout the Northern Indian 
Ocean; it represents the Atlantic F, cBtherius, but is considerably 
smaller, and has a much shorter tail. 

1534. Phaethon flavirostris. The White TroiyicAnrd. 

Phaeton Candidas {Friss.)^ Blyth^ Cat. p. 296; Jevdon^ B. I. iii, 

p. 860. 

Phaeton flavirostris, Brandt^ Bull. Acad, St. PHorsh. ii, p. 349 
(1837) ; Beavan ^ Tytl. Ihis^ 1807, p. 334 ; Hume., S, F. ii, p. 323 ; 
id. S. F. V, p. 498 ; Hume^ Cat. no. 997 ; Legycy Birds Ceyl. p. 1172; 
OateS) B. B, ii, p. 225. 

Coloration white and satiny ; a crescentic patch in front of each 
eye, and a broad stripe behind it to the ear-coverts black, as are 
the outer webs, shafts, and inner webs near the shafts of the first 
five or six primaries, with the exception of the white tips, -75 to 
1*5 inches long, in Indian Ocean birds ; greater portion of each 
tertiary and a band along the smaller secondary coverts some 
distance from the edge of the wing also black. 

Young birds as usual are barred above with black. 

Bill pale yellow ; legs and base of toes olive-yellow ; feet black. 
Tail-feathers 12. 

Length 30 ; tail 18 ; wing 10*75 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from gape 

2*8. 

Distribution. Tropical seas all round the m orld. Several speci- 
mens have been recorded within Indian limits, amongst them one 
on the Ceylon coast identified by Legge, one at the Andamans 
obtained by Col. Tytler, and one inland in Cachar recorded by 
Hume. 

1536. Phaethon rubricanda. The Eed-taikd Tropic-hird, 

Phaeton rubricauda, Bodd, Tahl, FI, Enl, p. 67 ; Jerdm^ B, J. iii, 
Ij. 849 ; Hums, 8, F. ii, p. 322 ; Hume^ Cat, no. 996 ; OateSf B, B, 
li, p. 224. 
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? Phaeton eetherius, apud J, A. S. B, xv, p. 374 ; id. Cat. 

p. 296 ; id. Ibis, 1867, p. 178. 

Coloration, White, often tinged with rosy ; a patch in front of 
the eye and a small streak behind, the shafts of the primarievS and 
tail-feathers, except at the ends, broarl shaft-stripes to the later 
secondaries and tertiaries, black; there are broad grey shaft- 
stripes on the long flank-feathers; the long middle tail-feathers 
have black shafts and red webs. 

Young birds have the upper parts barred with black. 

Bill yellow ; legs and basal portions of feet yellow ; rest of feet 
black. Tail-feathers 16. 

Length 33; tail 19; wing 13; tarsus 1-25; bill from gape 
3*25. 

Distribution, Tropical portions of the Pacific and Indian Oceans. 
This species is said to have been repeatedly obtained or seen in the 
Bay of Bengal, and as llunie described an undoubted specimen 
which he said came from the area, I include the species. There is 
no specimen from Indian seas in the British Museum, and it is 
certain that P. indicus has been on several occasions taken for the 
young of the present form. 



Order XX. TUBINARES. 

The Petrels were formerly classed with the G-ulls, to which they 
have a considerable external resemblance, although they differ in 
many important characters, and they appear, on the whole, to be 
as nearly allied to the Hteganopodes as to any other order. They 
may be at once distinguished from all other birds by the nostrils 
tt*rmiuating externally in tubes, separate or united. The rham- 
photheca or horny covering of the bill is divided into several 
])ieces by deep grooves, as in some Steganopodos, and the upper 
mandible is generally much hooked at the end. The anterior toes 
are webbed throughout, the hallux is small, rudimentary or absent, 
being frequently represented by the claw-phalanx alone. The 
wings are long in the typical forms, the primaries 1 1, the fifth 
secondary wanting. Oil-gland tufted. ISpinal feather-tract well- 
defined oil the neck by lateral bare tracts; forked on the up[ier 
back. 

Petrels are schizognathous and holorhinal. The vomer is large, 
broad, depressed, and pointed. Nostrils iinpeirvious. Cervical 
vertebra} 15. Large supraorbital glands ; two carotids ; caeca rudi- 
mentary or wanting. Femoro-caudal and semitendinosus muscles 
always present, ainbiens and accessory femoro-caudal generally, 
but wanting iu a few genera. 

The majority of the species lay a single egg in a burrow or 
under stones, without any nest. Some, as the Albatrosses, make 
a nest in the open. The egg is either entirely white f)r has a 
faint zone of reddish spots near the larger end. The young are 
helpless, and clad with down till fully grown. Sexes alike in 
coloration. 

The Petrels are birds of the ocean, passing the greater part of 
their life far from land, resting on the water at times, and only 
visiting the shore, as a rule, for breeding purposes. They feed on 
floating Crustacea, mollusca, small fish, alive or dead, and similar 
aliment. Some of them, as the Puhnars ai]d Daptlon, follow 
ships and feed on any refuse, especially fat, that may be thrown 
overboard. Most of the Petrels are swift and powerful flyers, 
and may be seeti skimming over the waves, almost without moving 
their wings, whilst some of them, and especially the small Stormy 
Petrels, appear to aid their flight by striking the water with their 
feet. Hence, as Newton points out in his * Dictionary of Birds/ 
their name of Petrel was derived, for they were supposed to be 
walking on the sea as 8t. Peter is recorded to have done. 

Many Petrels are crepuscular or nocturnal, especially during the 
breeding-season. The majority of them, on being captured, vomit 
^ small quantity of clear oil with a disagreeable smell. 

' The classification of the Petrels, like their systematic position, 
is still unsettled. By many the Albatrosses are placed in a 
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separate family, whilst Forbes'*^, to whom vve owe by far the best 
account hitherto published of their anatomy, only assigned distinct 
family rank to Oceanites and its allies. Seebohiiit and SalvinJ 
do not recognize this distinction, but attach weight to the presence 
or absence of basipterygoid processes, and the last-named divides 
the order into four families, of which Procellariid<r and Dlomedeklce 
(Stormy Petrels and Albatrosses) want the processes, whilst Pnf- 
Jinidcti and Pdeca noideai possess them, the other distinctions being 
founded on characters of the nostrils, sternum, furc'ula, coracoids, 
and primaries. These families may he worthy of distinction, but 
there is so much doubt that, in arranging tlie few species of which, 
in each case, from one to thre(^ specimens have been obtained in 
the seas around India, the simple plan of leaving all the ludian 
genera in one family is most convenient. 


Family PROCELLARIID^. 

To this family, as above stated, all known Indian genera of 
Petrels are here referred. They are four in jiuinber. 

Ket/ to the Genera. 


a. Tarsus much longer than middle toe; Indian 
species small, wing not excieeding 7 in. ; 
nostrils with a single anterior oritice, 
a'. Basal phalanx not half length of mid-toe . . Ock.vnitks, p. 3o3. 
b'. Basal phalanx of mid-toe Hattened, more 

than half length Cvmoduoma, 

h. Tarsus shorter than middle toe; wing in Indian [p. :354. 

species exceeding 7 in. 

d. Nostrils separated at orifice by a broad 

septum PuFFtN Ls, p. 3d6. 

d' Nostrils not separate at oritice, but divided 

inside Daption, p. 357. 


Genus OCEANITES, Keys. A Bias., 1840. 

The small birds commonly called 81ormy Petrels or Mother 
Carey’s Chickens, of which the Atlantic Procedlaria is 

the best knowui, have been divided into several genera, the present 
being one. In it the bill is slight and shorter tlian the head, the 
oritice of the combined nostrils single; wings very long, with the 
2nd quill longest ; the tail moderate, the outer rectrices slightly 


* ‘ Challenger’ Beports, Zool. iv, pt. xi, p. 1. 
t Clas.'iification of Birds, p, 34 ; Suppl. p. 15. 
{ Cat* B. M. XXV, p. 542. 

voi*. ir. 
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PROCELLARIID-*:. 


longer than the middle pair; tibia partly nude, tarsi smooth, not 
scutellated, much longer than the toes ; the hind toe only repre- 
sented by a minute claw ; basal phalanx of middle toe not 
flattened and shorter than the other phalanges and the claw 
together ; claws sharp, spatulate, but little flattened. 

This genus ranges throughout the Southern Oceans and into the 
North Temperate zone. Two species are known, of which one is 
probably the common small Petrel of the Indian seas, 

1 r)3(). Oceanites oceanicus. JSiormj/ Petrel. 

Procellaria oceaiiica, Knlil^ Jieitr. p. ]3f>, pi. x, fig. 1 (1820). 

Procellaria wilsoriii, Bonap. Jour. Ar, Phil, iii, p. 231, pi. 9 (1823). 

H Thalassidroma .sp,, Jordou^ B. 1. iii, p. 827 ; Iluuie^ S. F. ii, p. 317 ; 
Lepcje., S. iii, p. 375. 

^Phalassidroma wilsoni, Butlery »S. F. v, p. 291. 

Oceanites oceanicn.s, Bouap. Co7},^p. Av. ii, p. 199 (1857); llume^ 
S. F. V, p. 291 ; Hume cV J)av. B. B\ A’i, p. 490; Butler^ S. F. vii, 
178; Huuie, Cut. n<». 970; Birds Cej/l. p. 1050; OufeSy 

B. B. ii, p. 437 ; Barrus, Birds Bom. p. 421 ; Salvin^ Cat. B. M. 
XXV. p. 358. 



Fig, 82. — Head of O. oceamcus, 

Coloration. Sooty-black, rather paler and browner beneath and 
on the forehead ; greater secondary wing'coverts greyish brown ; 
upper tail-coverts and lower flanks, together with the shafts and 
extreme bases of the lateral rectrices, white. 

1 rides blackish ; bill, legs, and feet black ; centres of webs 
between toes pale yellow ( Butler). 

Length 7*5 ; tail 2*6 ; wing 0-25 ; tarsus 1-4 ; bill from gape *65. 

Distribution. Atlantic and Indian Oceans. Not rare in the 
seas around India. Specimens have, however, so far only been 
identified from the Mekran coast. 

Habits, ^c. Like the other Stormy Petrels, this bird is generally 
seen far from land, singly or in scattered flocks, skimming over 
the waves or resting on the sea. It breeds on stony or rocky 
islands, f ' 


Genus CYMODROMA, Eidgway, 1884. 

A near ally of Oceanires, distinguished principally by having 
the basal phalanx of the middle toe greatly flattened, and 
equalling or exceeding the other phalanges and the claw in 



PUFFIN US. 


355 


length ; claws flattened and broad, spade shaped, pointed at the 
end. 

This genus of Petrels is chiefly found in the Southern Oceans, 
but one species appears to have been obtained in the Bay of 
Bengal. 

1537. Cymodroma melanogaster. The Duslij-vtttied Petrel, 

Thalasaidroraa melanomas ter, Gould, A. M. JV. 11. xiii, p. 

( 1844 ). 

Oyniodroma nielauogasler, liuhfxvny, Ma7i. N. Am. Birds, p, 7 ’2 ; 

SSalvin, Vat, B. M. xxv, p. 364. 

Coloration, Upper parts blackish brown, head, quills, and tail 
blacker, back and wing-coverts browner; uppt'r taii-co\erts and 
bases of all rectrices, except (he middle pair, wlnle ; lower parts 
to abdomen, middle of lower abdomen, and long under tail-coverts 
dark sooty-brown ; greater part of abdoniiui, flanks, and wing- 
lining, except near the edge of the wing, white ; base of feathers 
of throat and sometimes the ends also white. 

Bill and legs black. 

Length 8; tail 3; wing 6*5; tarsus 1-6; hill from gape -83, 

Bistrihution, Southern Oceans, the range extending in the 
Atlantic as far north as the tropic of Cancer. A single specimen 
from the Tweeddale Collection, labelled “ Bay of Bengal ’’ in the 
Marquis of Tweecldale's handwriting, is in the British Museum, 
and is the only authority for the occurrence of this species hi 
Indian 8eas. There appears, however no reason to doubt the 
accuracy of the label. 


Genus PUFPINUS, Brisson, 1760. 

The Shearwaters, as they are generally termed, are birds of 
moderate size, with a long, slender, compiessed bill much hooked 
at the tip, and with both mandibles curving downward at the 
end. The tubular nostrils terminate in two distinct oblique 
orifices, directed forward and upward, wdth a broad division 
between them. Wings long, 1st quill longest. Tail of 12 feathers, 
moderately long, graduated, rounded -at the end. Tarsus com- 
pressed, sharp in front, reticulated, shorter than the middle and 
outer toes, wdiich are subequal ; hind claw distinct. 

The genus is distributed throughout the Oceans, and 20 species 
are recognized in the British Museum Catalogue ; of these two have 
been obtained in Indian seas. 


Keij to the i^j^ecies, 

a. Plumage dark brown thioiigbont . P, chlororhynchus, p. 350. 

b. Low er surlace white P, per^icasy p. 350. 


2 A 2 
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PBOCKLI.AJinDJ:. 


1588. PulEnus chlororh 3 nicliU 3 . The Green-hilled Shearwater, 

Puffiiuis cblororhynchus, Less. Traits, ]>. (1831); Lef/ffe, Birds 

Ce^I. p. 1054; id. S. F. ix, p. 264; OateSy B. B. ii, p. 439; 
Salvin, Oaf. B. M. xxv, p. 372. 

Puftinus s])heniirua, Gould, A. M . N. Jf. xiii, p. 365 (1844). 
PuHiuus P, Leggcy S. F. iii, p. 374 ; Humey Cat. no. 976 ter. 



Fig. 83. — Head of P. chlororhgurhu.'i. 

Coloration. ’Dark smoke-brown, slightly paler and gr(\ver beneath, 
especially on the throat, which has an ashy tinge. 

Bill dusky greenish ; iris dusky ; legs and feet fleshy white 
{Legge). 

Length 17 ; tail 5; wing 11 : tarsus 1*8; bill from gape 1*75, 
The median rectrices exceed the outer by about Pf) inches. 

Bistrihittion. Indian Ocean, seas of Australia and Nev\' Zealand, 
and Southern Pacific. This Shearwater is comrnoji about the 
Seychelles, Rodriguez, and Mauritius, and has been found breeding 
at Round Island, near the latter. It has been obtained more than 
once on the coast of Ceylon, and is very probably, as Legge 
pointed out, the bird of which a specimen wa.s once obtained at 
Madras by Jerdon, but lost before a complete description was 
taken (B. I. iii, p. 826). The coloration of this was identical 
with that of P. chJororht/nchuSy but some of the measurements 
(length 18, wing 124, tail 5, bill at gape 1 1) were large and 
agreed berler with those of (Estrelata rnacrnpteray to which Jerdon 
noticed the resemblance. The latter is easily recognized by its 
tarsi not being compressed, and by its stouter bill ; bill and feet 
black in colour. 

1 ha\e seen off Bombay a dark-coloured Petrel that looked to 
mo larger than P. persicuSy but it was at a considerable distance. 

1589. Fuffinus persicuB. The Persian Shearwater. 

Puffiniis persicus, Hume, S. F. i, p. 5 0873): v, p 293; id. Cat. 
no. 976 bis ; Blanf. IbiSy 1873, p. 215; ButleVy S. F. v, p. 292; 
Barnes y Birds Bom. p. 421 ; id, Ibis, 1893, p. 175 ; Salvin. 
Cat, B. M. xxv, p. 381, pi. iv. 

Coloration, "Whole upper surface uniform blackish brown, the 
dark colour extending on the head to a little beneath the eye ; 
feathers around eye whitish ; lower surface pure white; flanks, 
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axillaries, and tinder wing-coverts near edge of wing dark brown ; 
remainder of wing -lining white. 

Bill dusky brown, bluish at base, and on three-fourtlis of lower 
mandible ; i rides brown ; legs and feet white, tinged with pink and 
lavender ; claws, margin of web, outer toe, and part of ridge of mid- 
toe black {Hume). The amount of black on the foot varies slightly. 

Length 13; tail 2*8 (median feathers about *5 longer than 
outer) ; wing 7*9 ; tarsus 1*5 ; bill from gape 1-75. 

Distribution. The Arabian Sea, from the neighbourhood of 
Bombay to Aden. Not rare off tlie Sind and Baluchistan coasts. 

This bird is scarcely separable from t^he widely spread 
1*. obscurus, of all tropical and subtropical oceans. It differs in 
having the axillaries dark brown instead of white or mottled, and 
is perhaps rather larger, but the difference is very slight. As 
Mr. Haivin has kept /^ persicus distinct, 1 admit the species, but 
I am inclined to regard it as only a geographical race. 

Germs DAPTION, Stephens, 1826. 

Bill short, stout, gonys angiilate near the end, and the extremity 
inclined upward ; nostrils terminating in a single orifice, but 
divided wdthin. Wings long, 1st quill longest, secondaries short. 
Tail rather short, slightly rounded at the end ; rectrices 14. 
Tarsus slender, reticulate, somewhat compressed and shorter than 
tile middle or outer toe ; hind claw stout. 

There is only one species. 

1540. Daption capensis. The Cape Petrel. 

Procellaria capensis, Linn. ^'yst. Nat. i, p. 218 (1766). 

Daptiou capensis, iSteph. in JShaws Gen. Zool. xiii, pt. 1, p. 241, 
pi. 28; Jlu7ne, Ibis^ 1870, p. 488; id. JS. F. vii, ])p. 442, 4()8 ; id. 
Cat. no. 075 ter ; Legycy Birds Ceyl. p. 1056 ; Oates, B. B. ii, 
p. 438; Calvin, Cat. B. M. xxv, p. 428. 

Coloration. Head all round and hind neck brownish black; 
upper parts wdiite, each feather broadly tipped with black, except 
the smaller wing-coverLs and the primary-coverts, Avhicli are 
blackish throughout ; quills and tail-feathers w bite with long 
black tips, the outer webs of the earlier primaries also blackish; 
lower parts from the throat white, the feathers of the tliroat and 
lower tail-coverts more or less spotted with dusky. 

Bill black ; irides brown ; legs and feet deep brown, the toes 
spotted at the side with whitish 

Length about 16; tail 4; wing 10-25; tarsus 1*7; bill from 
gape 1*6. 

Distribution. This Petrel, known to sailors as the “ Cape 
Pigeon/’ is common throughout the Southern Oceans, but is of 
rare occurrence north of the Equator. A single individual, of 
w hich the skin is preserved in the Hume Collection, was shot by 
Mr. Theobald in the Gulf of Manaar, between Ceylon and the 
itiainland. 
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Jt is certain tliat the Petrels above deHcribed are not the only 
species that frequent the seas of India. Reference has already 
been made in the account of Pttffiaus chlororh/nchus to a donbtinl 
species once obtained by Jerdon at Madras. Then lIume(S. F. ii, 
p. 317) saw, near Preparis and the Cocos, on the 4th March, 1873, 
several blue and white Petrels, probably a species of Prion, They 
were known to the officers t)f the ship as Whale Birds.” A bird 
known by the same name is said by Butler to occur on the Ealuch- 
istaii coast (vS. F. v, p. 304). A^ain it is extremely douhlful whether 
all the small ‘'Stormy Petrels” vso frequently s(hmi in the upper 
]mrt of tiie Bay of Bmi^al (S. F. ii, p. 317) are Ocf^aniles oceaulcuff 
or Cijoiodronui nfe.lanofjfttiter, 1 have a distinct recollection, when 
on iny way from Caleutta to Madras by steamer on one occasion, 
about 1807, of seeing, only a few yards av\ay from the vessel, 
several small Petrels that apjieared to want tlu^ conspicuous white 
rinnp of those two species, and recollection is eontirined by a 
note in pencil on the marf^iii of my copy of derdon. It is far 
from improbable that some kind of Ocecuuvlroma ^ of whieli several 
species occiu* in the North J^acilie, may be found in the Bay of 
Heni^^al. 

Ijiistlv, there is the bird seen by Sundevail and identified by In in 
as J/alodroina or Pideca^toides nrinatrl.r Jerdon (B. T. iii, p. 827), 
wlio has been follow^ed by Flume (Cat. no. 977) and Oates (B, B, ii, 
]). 440), admits tlu^ species as Indian. The locality was also 
^nveii in Blvth s Catalogue, p. 295. The following is Sundevalfs 
account : — 

“ In the southern parts of the Bay of Bengal T saw several times 
ill December and January a bird vvhicdi could hardly be any tiling 
else than the above-mentioned (P. urinatrLv). The colour and form 
AX'ere clearly distinguished through the telescope at less than 100 
ells distance. It w'as blackish grey, beneath and under the wings 
white, with projecting nostrils, and w'as but little larger than Aha 
aVe (the Little Auk), which it resembled in its exterior. Two or 
three were commonly seen together resting on the water, from 
which they oc*?asionally arose and flapped with their wings like 
ducks. They dived remarkably well and long, like Aha and Uria, 
and flew' heavily with a rapid motion of the wings for a short 
distance close over the surface.” 

That some bird not yet identified, probably a Petrel, w'as seen is 
evident, but as no specimen was obtained it is premature to 
identify this with a species of very weak powders of flight, and 
found, so far as is known, in latitudes considerably south of the 
Equator. 


* Bhysiogr, Sallakapets Tidsk, i, p. 222 (1837) ; A, M. N. IL xix, p. 238, 



Fig. 84 . — Ardea cincrea and young. (From t)»o grou]) in the British Museum 


Order XXL HERODIONES. 


The Ibises, Spoonbills, Storks, and Herons have long been 
classed together, tliough their relations to each other, and to the 
Plioenicopteri on one side and the Steganopodes on the other, give 
rise to a great variety of opinions. 

All are marsh birds, and resemble Cranes and Limicolae in having 
lengthened bills, necks, and legs, and all formed, with those types, 
part of the old order (rrallatores or Waders — the Orallm of 
Linnaeus. But the Ibises, Storks, and Herons differ widely from 
Cranes, Bails, Plovers, &c. in anatomy and in their young being 
helpless when batched. In this respect and in the characters of 
the palate, the Herodiones resemble the Steganopodes and the 
Accipitrine birds, to which they are more nearly allied than to the 
schkognatbous Limicolee and Grallas. 
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PLATA LBVE. 


In the Herodiones the skull ia desmognathous, and basiptervgoid 
processes are wanting. The nostrils are pervious. There are 
two carotids ; the ca?c*a are riidimeutary ; the oil-gland is tufted ; 
and the wing aquincubital. Plantar tendons giilline as a rule, 
but the Aineuluui in some Herons and Bitterns is weak or 
absent, so that the Jlexor lonffun hallaciH passes freely to the 
liallux, as in Passeres. Other anatomical characlers vary in th<7 
different suborders. An aftershaft is generally present, but is 
wanting in some Storks. 

The tibia, ex(^ept in a few Herons, is partially bare, the toes 
long, the hind-toe well-developed and not raised above the other 
toes. Almost all the genera make nests of sticks in trees, 
and the young remain in the nest for a time and are fed by the 
parents. 

The Indian Herodiones maybe arranged in lljree suborders thus 
distinguished ; — 

a. 8chizorhinal ; accessory feinoro-caudal present ; 
sternum with four posterior incisions ; 


syriiigeal muscles present Platalea;. 

h. Holorhinal ; no accessory femoro-cauda) ; 
sternum with two posterior incisions. 

(i\ No intrinsic muscles to syrinx ; dorsal 

apterium not extending to neck CicoNi^®. 

h\ A pair of intrinsic muscles to syrinx : 
dorsal apterium extending up back of 
neck Abde.e. 


Suborder FLAT ALE JE. 

The members of this suborder are schizorhinal (see p. 202), an 
exceptional character amongst desmogriathous birds, and the 
posterior portion of the mandible is prolonged behind the quadrate, 
as in Anseres, and recurved. In the sternum there are two 
incisions on each side of the posterior border. Cervical vertebrm 
17. All the muscles of the thigh present, including the accessory 
femoro-caudal, which is wanting in Storks and Herons. A pair of 
intrinsic syringeal (iracheo-bronchial) muscles present as in 
Ardeae*. 

This suborder comprises two families : — 


fl* Bill curved downwards Ibididaa, p. 661. 

b. Bill straight, fattened, dilated at the end Plataleidae, p. 666. 


^ 1 am indebted to Mr. F. E. Baddard for this information. The muscles 
are usually stated to be wanting in the Ibises and dpoonbilis, but were observed 
by Oarpod in Platuha a^ajn (P. Z. S. 187d, p. 260). 
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Family IBIDID.F.. 

The meuib^rsof this iaiiiily were long eonfoundecl with Curlews. 
The bill is long, curved downwards and compressed at the sides, 
and there is, on each side ot the cuhnen, a longitudinal groove, in 
the basal portion of which the nostril is pierced. 

The four species of this family known to occur in India are 
referred to three geuera. 


Key to the Genera. 

a. Tiirsiis covered with hexagonal scales. 


a\ Head and neck naked in adults: plumage 

white Inis, j). 361. 

b’ . Head naked in adults, neck feathered ; plumage 

blackish Inocotjs, p. 362. 

b. Tarsus with transverse scutelhe in front. 

o'. Head feathered in adults, only the lures naked. Jh.EOADis, p, 364, 


(lOluis IBIS, Lacepede, 1801. 

The head and neck naked ; bill stout, blunt, the nostril linear : 
tibia half-naked; tarsus reticulate; toes long, bordered by a 
membrane that fonii.s a web towairds the base, especially between 
the 3rd aud 4th toes. Tail moderate, of 12 feathers. Tertiaries 
ill the breeding-season with elongate plumules forming ornamental 
plumes. 

This genus, of which the Sacred Ibis is the type, ranges from 
Africa through India and the Malay countries to Australia. One 
species is Indian. 

1541. Ibis melanocephala. The White Ibis. 

Tantalus nielanocephalus, Lath. Ind. Orn. ii, p. 709 (l790). 

Ibis melanocephalus, Fie ill. Nouo. Diet, d' Hist. Nat. xvi, p. 23 ; 
Blyth., Birds Barm. p. 158; Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 484 ; 
Vripps, S. F. vii, p. 310; Legye, Birds CeyL p. 1106; Hume. Cat. 
p. 941 ; Doiy, IS. F. viii, pp. 372, 377 ; Vidal^ S. F. ix, p. 91 ; 
Batter, ibid. p. 43o ; Meid, S. F. x, p. 77 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 268 : 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 390 ; id. Jour. Bom. N. H, tSoc. vi, p. 151 ; 
Hume, B. F. xi, p. 338 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ F. 2nd ed. iii, 
p. 226 ; Sharf)e, Cat. B. M. xxvi, p. 7. 

Threekiornis melanocephalus, Gray, Cat. Mamm. etc. Coll. Hodys. 
p. 137; Blyth, Cat. p. 275 ; Jerdon, B. I. iii,p. 768; StolicTkei, J. A. 
B. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 2o5 ; Hume, N. E. p. 632 ; id. B. F. i, p. 257 ; 
Adam, ibid. p. 400 ; Butler, B. F. iv, p. 25 ; BaU, 8. F. vii, p. 231. 

Thresciornis melanocephalus, Blyth, Ibis. 1867, p. 174 ; Beavan, Ibis, 
1868, p. 399. ^ 

Mnnda, Scffed Baza, Didhar, H. ; Kacha^tor.’Pnmefdi-, BabaGbuza, 
Do^ckora, Beug.; Tatm^koka, Cing. ; Kaymoti, Burm. 
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Coloration, Pluniage white, the ends of the tertiaries slaty grey, 
and generally the tips of the first primaries edged or mottled vrith 
browm. la breeding-pliunage there are elongate white feathers 
round the base of the iieck and plumes on the upper breast, and 
the grey tertiaries are elongate and loose-textured. 

Young birds have the head and neck featherc'd as far forward 
as the eyes; the head, except beneath, blackish grey, which ])asses 
gradually into white on the hind neck. 

Bill black ; irides red-brown ; h(Mid and neck dark bluish black ; 
h^gs glossy black ; skin of wing blood-red. 

Length 30 ; tail 5 ; wing 14 ; tarsus 4 ; bill from gape (bo. 

Diatribalion. Tbroiiglnuit India, Ceylon, and Burma in suitable 
localities, also in China and Southern Japan. 

I/ahits^ tL'- White Ibis is a rt'sidejit, most common in tliose 
parts of the plains of India wiier(^ tlnn-e an^ large marshes with 
high reedvS and trees growing in tliem, but- it may be found 
w'herever there are rivers or large tanks; gemuvilly in flocks, 
(‘xcept in the breeding-season, it feeds on mollusca, Crustacea, 
insects, worms, cCc. The breeding-season is from June to August 
in Northern India, November to I04)ruarv in (.'eylon, and the 
nest is of sticks on a ]ai*go tree, several pairs of birds often 
nesting together. The eggs are from 2 to 4 in number, generally 
3, bluish or greenish white, as a rule vvitliout markings, but 
o{‘casioiially delicately spotted wit.h yellowish brown, and they 
measure on an average 2' 34 bv LT. 


Genus INOCOTIS, Reichenb., 1852. 

Two Indian species of Ibis are distinguished by having the head 
naked in adults but not the neck ; the hill is more slender than 
in the genus Ibis; the feet shorter, and the plumage nearly black 
instead of white. 

One of the species,/, davisoni, lias been unnecessarily made the 
type of a distinct genus, the differenci^s between the two being 
very small indeed. 


Kejf to the Species. 

a. Crown of the head with red granular papilhe . . /. papillosm^ p. 362. 

h. No red papilla? on the head, crown smooth , . . ^ 1. rJavmmi, p. 364. 


1542. Inocotis papillosus. The Black Ibis, 

Ibis papillosa, Temyn. PL Col. pi. 304 (1824). 

Geronticiis papillosus, Gray, Cat. Maymn. etc. Coll. Hodgs. p. 137 ; 
Blyfh, Cat. p. 275 ; Jerdon, B. I, hi, p. 769 ; Blyth, IbiSf 1867, 
p. 174 ; Kiny^ J. A. S. B. xxxvii, p. 217 ; Oodw.-Aust. J. A. S, B. 
xxxix, pt. 2, p. 275 ; Stolwzka, J. A. S. B, xli, pt. 2, p. 255 ; 
Hume, N. ^ K p. 633 ; id. S. F. i, p. 257 ; Adam, ibid. p. 400; 
Blyth, Biy'ds Burm. p. 158 ; Butler HuynCi S. F. iv, p. 25 ; 
Fairbanks S. F. iv, p. 264 ; Ball, 8. F. vii, p. 231. 

Inocotis papillosus, Bonap, Consp. ii, p. 154; Davids, ^ Wend, S. JFl 
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vii, p. 92; Hume, Cat. no. 942; Doig^ S, F, viu,pp. •372, ^77 ; 
Butler j S. F, ix, p. ^35 ; Betdy S. F. x, p. 77 ; JJavvion, ibid. 
p. 417 ; McGregor, ibid. p. 442 ; Oates in Kurnevs N. 8f E. 2nd ed, 
lii, p. 228 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 390 ; id. Jour. Bom. N. 11. 
Soc. vi, p. 152; Sharpe, Cat. Jl. M. xxvi, p. 12. 

Uuza, Kola Buza, Kardnkal, II. ; Nella kankan am, Tel. ; Black Curlew, 
King Curlew of An<rlo-ludians. 



Fig. 8r). Head of I. papillotius. . 

Coloration. Neck and body abov(^ and below dark o]iv('-brown, 
with slight greenish gloss on the back, a large white patch on the 
iniier lesser and marginal coverts of each wing; rest of the wing 
above and below and tail black, glossed \\iih piirpli.^h and grecm. 

The 3"oung have the head feathered on the crown and throat, 
1h(J feathered area above and below ending in a point, the fore- 
head, area round the eve, and the chin bare. Feathers of the 
neck and body with rufous edges. 

Crouri of adults nearly covered with red ])api]la), the area tluis 
ornamented cut oif transversely behind and pointed in front, 
remainder of naked skin of head black: bill greenish-leaden; 
irides dull orange- red ; legs and feet brick-red. 

Length 27 ; tail 7*5; wing 15*5; tarsus 3; bill from gape 5‘5. 

Distribution. The plains of Northern India (not the Jdiraalayas) 
and the Peninsula as far south as Mysore, except on the Western 
coast. This bird is not found in Lower Bengal and is apparently 
wanting to the eastward, but Godwin-Austen got it at Mymen 
singh, and according to Blytb it has been obtained in Arrakan. 

Habits, ^c. The Black This is far less of a marsh bird than the 
White Ibis, and is generally found on dry cultivation or open 
ground in pairs or small parties. It is said to feed partly on 
grain, but chiefly on insects, Crustacea, &c. It often perches on 
large trees and it has a peculiar harsh cry, not very frequently 
uttered except in the breeding-season. It breeds at various seasons; 
March and April, and again in August and September, in Northern 
India, about December in the Deccan. It makes nests of sticks 
on trees, and lays 3 or 4 sea-green eggs, unspotted as a rule, and 
measuring about 2*43 by 1*7. Occasionally the Blaok Ibis lays in 
a nest that has been used by a vulture, eagle, or owl. The 
flesh of this species is at times very good eating, fai* superior to 
that of Ibis melanocq:>hulu. 
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1543. Inocotis davisoni. DavisorCs Black Ibis, 

Geronticus davisotii, Hume^ S. F. iii, p. 300 (J875). 

Geronticiis papillosus, apad Oatesj S. F. iii, p. 347 ; nec Temm, 

Inocotis papillosua, apud Oates^ S. F. v, p. 108. 

Graptocephalus davisorii, Elliot, P. Z. IS. 1877, p. 490 ; Hume Dav. 
S. F. vi, }). 48o ; Iltmie, Cat. no. 942 bis ; Oates, S. F, ix, p. 300 ; 
X, p. 244 ; id. B. B. ii, p. 269 ; id. in Hume's N. E> 2nd ed. 
iii, p. 231. 

The plumage is coloured as in the last species, but this bird is 
rather larger and the naked skin of the head is very dillereutly 
coloured. There is no red area on the crown, the occiput is smooth, 
the frontal area more rugose, the skin of the head is blackish 
browui, with a broad white ring tinged with blue at the nape just 
above the feathered neck. 

Eili bluish ; irides orange-red : feet pale coral-red (Oates). 

Length 30; tail 8 ; wing Kro ; tarsus 3*5; bill from gape 7. 

Distrihutioii. Pegu ; 8out]ierii Tenasserim ; Cochin China and 
Siam. 

Habits, This Ibis is a resident on the plains of the Irraw^addy, 
occurring singly or in pairs, with very similar habits to those 
of /. papiUosns. in Southern Tenasserim it has only been 
observed at particular seasons. It haunts open plains or marshy 
flats or the banks of rivers, and perches on high trees, and it has a 
harsh weird cry. Oates found on the 13th February a nest be- 
longing to this bird, containing two pale blue eggs, one of which 
measured 2*55 by 1*8. The nest was of sticks on a tree. 

Genus PLEaADIS, Kaiip, 1829. 

This genus is distinguished by having the head feathered except 
oil the lores and area in front of the eye. The tarsi are lengthened, 
and scutellate in front ; toes long and slender. The bill is much 
more slender than in the genus Ibis. 

A single species of wide range is found in India ; two other 
reputed species are American. 

1544. Plegadis falcinellus. The Glossy Ibis. 

Tantalus falcinellus, Linn. Syst Nat. i, p. 241 (1766). 

Nutnenius igneus N. viridis, A. G. Gni. Reise d. Russl. i, pp. 166, 
167 (1776). 

Ibis falcinellus, Vieill. Nouv. Diet, d Hist. Nat. xvi, p. 23 ; 
Oates 4* Home, S. F. iii, p. 192. ^ 

Plegadis falcinellus, Kaup^ N atari. Syst. p. 82 ; Leyge^ Birds CeyL 
p. 1109; Parker, Ibis, 1883, p. 194; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 281 ; 
id. in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 231 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. m. xxvi, 
p. 29. 

Falcinellus igneus, Gray, Cat. Mamm. etc. Coll. Modgs. p. J36,* 
Blyth, Cat. p. 274; Irlry, Ibis, 1861, p. 243 ; Jerdm, B. L iii, 
p. 770; Godw.-Aust J. A. S. M. xxxix, pt. 2; p. 275; Hume, 
N. ^ K p. 636 ; id, S. F. i, p. 267 ; Blytk, Birds Burm, 468; 
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Butler iS- Hume, 8. F. iv, p. 25 ; Davidson cV Weuden, 8. F. vii, 
p. 92: Butler, ibid, p. 188: Ball^ ibid. pp. 231, 234; Cripps, {hid. 
p. 310; Hume, ibid. p. 491 ; id. Cat. no. 943; Dodj, 8, F. viii, 
p. 377 ; Hume Inglis, 8. F. ix, p. 259 ; Butler, ibid. p. 436 ; 
Swinboe, Ibis, 1882, p. 123; Biddulph, ibid. p. 289 ; Beid, 8. F. 
X, p. 78 ; Davidson, ibid. p. 325 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 339 ; Barnes^ 
Birds Bom. p. 391 ; id. Jour. Bom. N. H. 8oc. vi, p. 153. 

Kaivdri, Kowar, Chota baza, H. : Kala Kuchiatora, ; Tati 

Kankaram, Tel, ; Karapa Kotan, Tam. (C'eyl^^n ) ; Battu dntuduum, 

Coloration. In broodin^-pluinago tlio erown is glossy purjdi.sli 
red, changing to gn?en ; remainder of the head brown, with ])urp]o 
gloss; neck all roniul, upper back, so^ipulars, and smaller wing- 
coverts dark chestnut, breast and abdomen lighter chestnut ; rest 
of plumage, including wings, tail, and under tail-coverts, black or 
deep brown, richly glossed with bronze-green and purple or steel- 
blue. 

In winter plumage the smaller wing-coverts and scapulars 
resemble the rest of the upper plumage, and the bead and neck 
are blackish brown, streaked with white. 

Toung birds resemble old birds in winter plumage, but have the 
base of the neck and lower parts blackish brown. 

Bill dark livid brown ; facial skin livid, extending round the 
eye ; irides brown, in some mottled witli grey ; legs and feet 
bronzed brown, bluish above the knee {Letfije). 

Length 25 ; tail 4 : wing 1 1 ; tarsus 4 ; l)ill from gape 5* 25. 

Distribution. Widelv spread through the warmer parts of the 
world. Found in India, Ceylon, and Burma, but rare or unknown 
throughout tlie drier hilly regions, and common only in well- 
watered parts, especially where there are large marshes or tanks. 
Rare in Burma, though abundant in Manipur. In most parts of 
India this Ibis is a cold-weather visitor only, but it breeds in Sind, 
on the Eastern Niira, in large numbers, also in Ceylon, and 
probably in other suitable places. 

Habits, ^r. The Glossy Ibis is usually seen in India in large 
flocks, frequenting marshes, tanks, paddy fields, the borders of 
rivers, tidal creeks, or the sea-coast. Its food consists of insects, 
Crustacea, molluscs, worms, &c. Mr. Doig found it breeding in Sind 
in June, whilst in Ceylon Col. Legge and Mr. Parker took its nests 
between November and February. The nest is the usual platform 
of sticks on a tree, and the eggs are generally three in number, 
and of a beautiful blue colour, and they measure about 2-01 by 
1*40. This bird has a low call, and is said to be excellent eating. 
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Family PLATALEID.®. 

The Spoonbills are so nearly related to the Ibises, that by many 
naturalists the two are united in the same family. But the 
Spoonbills are less conspicuously schizorhinal, aud their bill is 
very dilferent in form, dilated at the tip and not curved. A single 
genus is Indian. 


Genus FLATALEA, Linn., 1760. 

Both mandibles gn^atly flattened, especially anteriorly, where 
they become broader, spoon-Bhaped, and slightly curved down at 
the tip ; nostrils near base, elongately oval, each in a groove that 
extends from the base, the two grooves parallel at first and 
diverging at the nostrils, and running thence to the tip just inside 
the curved border of the mandible. »Sides of head in front of eye 
naked. Legs long, tibia half-naked, tarsus reticulated throughout ; 
toes long, bordered by membrane and webbed at the base. One 
species is Indian. 

1545. Platalea leucorodia. The Spoonbill, 

Platalea leucorodia, Lirm. Syst. Nat. i, p. 231 (1706); Blythy Cat, 
p. 270 ; Jerdofiy B. I. iii, p. 763 ; Blythy IbiSy 1867, p. 173 ; Kinyy 
,/. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt, 2, p. 217 ; Sioliczkay J. A. S. B. xli, pt. 2, 
p. 255 ; Hatjes-Lloydy Ibisy 1873, p. 410 ; Hmney N. E. p. 628 ; 
id. S. F. i, p. 250; Adimiy ibid. p. 390; Butler ^ Humey S. F. 
iv, p. 24; Eavids. Werid. S. F. vii, p. 91 ; Ball, ibid. p. 231 ; 
Hume, ibid. p. 491 ; id. Cat. no. 939 ; Doiyy S. F. viii, p. 372 ; 
LegyCy Birds Ceyl. p. 1096; Vidaly B. F. ix, p. 91 ; Butler y iUd. 
p. 435; Beidy S. F. x, j). 77 ; Dacuon, ibid. p. 324 ; Simsony IhiSy 
1882, p. 93; Barkery ihisy 1883, p. 194; Swinh. ^ BarneSy JbiSy 
1885, p. 136; Oyilvie Grant, Ibis, 1889, p. 35; St. John, ibid. 
p. 178; Oates in II a me s N. <Sr BJ. 2rjd ed. iii, p. 217; Bavnes, 
Birds Bom. p. 388; id. Jour. Boin. N. H. Soe. vi,p. 150, 

Platalea leucerodia, Bekhenb. Jour. f. Orn. 1877, p. 169; Shmye, 
Cat. B. M. xxvi, p. 44. 

Chamach huza (Spoon Ibis), U. ; ChhUa, Beng. ; Gentu muku konga^ 
Teh; Chapy Chm(du7iyli^m. (Ceylon). 

Coloration. Pure white ; on the lower fore neck a patch of 
cinnamon- buff or tawny in adults. A large nuchal crest of 
pointed and drooping plumes is assumed in the breeding-season. 

Young birds have no crest, and the primaries and primary- 
coverts, and sometimes the secondaries, have black shafts ; the 
outer primaries have blackish edges and tips. 

Bill black, more or Jess yellow at the tip; loral space yellow; 
gular skin extending to 3 inches down the throat reddish 
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vellow ; legs and feet black (Legge). Bill in young birds yellow, 
later dark ashy* 



Fig. SC). — Bill of r. Uucoiv(Uti, 


Length of mule 33 inehes : tail 4*75 ; wing 15; tarsus 0 ; bill 
from gape b. Leinales rather less. Eastern Sj^eciniens run larger 
than Western, and the Japanese race has been separated as 
P. major. 

Distrifnition. Central and Southern Euroj)e, Eastern Africa, 
South-western Asia, Afghani st-an, Baluchistan, and Central Asia 
t,o China and India. Spoonbills occur locally in well-watered 
tracts throughout- the Indian Peninsula and Ceylon, but are rare 
or wanting in drier and liilly regions. They are not coiuinou in 
Lower Bengal, though some luiTe been observed near Calcutta and 
Dacca, but the species has not been met with in Assam, Manipur, 
or Burma, 

Ilahits, Spoonbills are resident in India ; they are know n to 
breed in the Deccan, bind, and the North-west Provinces, and also 
in Ceylon, lii Northern India, in the cold season, they are found 
about large rivers, tanks, and marshes in small Hocks, sometimes 
in larger numbers, and they feed in shallow^ water on insects, 
Crustacea, worms, mollusca, and on water-plants, occasionally also 
on small fish or frogs. They fly well, with tlie neck straight. 
{Several pairs breed together, making nests of sticks on trees near 
w'^ater, and they lay usually four eggs, chalky white, with ill-deflned 
hrowui spots, and measuring about 27 by 1-8L The breeding- 
season varies: August in the North-west Provinces, October and 
November in Sind, April and May in the Deccan, March in Ceylon. 
Spoonbills are good to eat. 
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Suborder GICONIA:. 

The 8tt>rl<8, which constitute the present suborder, are holo- 
rhinal ; the mandible is not produced behind its articulation with 
the quadrate, and there is a single incision on each side in the 
posterior border of the sternum. Cervical vertebra- 17. Ainhiens 
generally present but small, occasionally v\ anting; accessor}" 
femoro-caudal absent, and the femoro-candal is sometimes wanting. 
No tracheo-hronchial muscles to the syrinx, hence all Storks are 
absolutely destitute of voice; they make sounds by snapping their 
bills, and some are said to emit a grunting noise. The dorsal bare 
tract does not extend to the neck. Tlieiv ai’e n(» powder-dowii 
patches, and the middle claw is not pectinated. 


Family CICONIID^. 

Bill stout and long, without any distinct groove at the sides of 
the upper mandible ; genys long. Wings long ; tail short. Legs 
very long, tibia half-naked, tarsus reticulated with hexagonal scales. 
Toes of moderate length, the three anterior toes united by web 
at the base ; hind-toe on same plane ; claws generally short, broad^ 
and blunt. 


Keif to the Genera. 

a. Mandibles iu contact ; no open space be- 
tween tlieni. 
o’. Bill straight. 

a". Forehead, crown, and cheeks 

feathered Cicoxia, p. 868. 

h" . Crown feathered ; forehead and 

cheeks naked IJissura, p. 870. 

c" . Crown naked ; whole head and neck 

nearly naked J^eptoptilus, p. 878. 

h' , Bill slightly curved upward at end ; 

head feathered XEJsORHVNcmis, p. 871. 

c’. Bill curved downward at end ; head 

naked Pseudotantaeus, p. 875. 

h An open space between mandibles Anastomus, p. 877. 


Genus CICOKIA, Brisson, 1760. 

The typical Storks have a long, stout, tapering, and pointed 
bill, the lower mandible slightly inclined upward towards the ^nd ; 
nostrils almost linear, basal, pervious ; orbits naked, sides of bead 
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feathered around them ; lower half of tibiae bare ; tarsi long^ 
reticulated ; feet short, toes broad ; claws very short, broad, 
depressed. 

Keif Species, 


a. Head, neck, and back white C. alha, p. 369. 

b, flead, neck, and back black or dark brown C, nigra^ p. 369. 


1546. Ciconia alba. The White Stork, 

Ardea ciconia, Linn. Sgd. Nat. i, p. 235 (1766). 

Ciconia alba, Bechd. Nnitirg. DeuUchl. iii, p. 48 (1793); Blyth^ Cat, 
p. 276; Irby^ IbiSj 1861, p. 244; Jerdorij B. T. iii, p. 736 ; Blyth^ 
Ibis, 1867, p. 172; Hume, S. Jh\ i, p. 252 ; Butler Hume, S. F, 
iv, p. 22 ; Fairhank, ibid. p. 2G3 ; Davidson Wenden, S. F. vii, 
p^. 90 ; Ball, ibid. ]). 230 ; Cripps, ibid. p. 306 ; Hume, Cat. no. 919 ; 
Legge, Birds Cegl. p. 1119; Butler, S. F. ix, p. 433 ; Parker, ibid, 
p. 485 ; Reid, S. F. x, p. 71 ; Davidson, ibid. p. 323 ; Davison, 
ibid. p. 415 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 376; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 331. 

Ciconia ciconia, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxvi, p. 299. 

Lagdag, Haji Lag-lag, Ujli, Dhah, Ghyhur, II. ; Wadume Konga, Tel, 

Coloration, White, except the quills, primary-coverts, larger 
secondary -coverts, and longer scapulars, which are black, slightly 
glossed with purple and green ; outer webs of secondaries more or 
less frosted with white. 

Bill fine blood-red, irides brown, naked orbits black ; legs red 
{Jerdon), 

Length 3| feet ; tail 9*5 inches ; wing 24 ; tarsus 8 (7-9) ; bill 
from gape 8. 

Distribution, The greater part of Europe and Africa, Western 
and Central Asia, breeding in the north temperate region, and 
migrating southward in winter. Storks are fairly common in 
many parts of Northern India, and they occur in the Deccan, but 
they are rare to the southward and in Ceylon, where, however, 
Mr. Parker states that he found some breeding in December. 
Hume saw in Manipur birds probably of this species, but perhaps 
of the Eastern C, boyciaria*, w^hich replaces C, alba in Eastern Asia. 
No white Stork is known to occur in Burma. 

Habits, A migratory bird, breeding on trees, and where 
protected by the inhabitants, as in many parts of Europe and Asia, 
on houses. In India, where this Stork arrives in October and 
leaves in March, it is generally seen in flocks on open plains, and 
it feeds on insects, reptiles, and fish. It builds a huge nest of 
sticks, and lays 3 to 5 white eggs measuring about 3*2 by 2*15. 

1547. Ciconia nigra. The Black Stork. 

Ardea nigra, Linn, Syst, Nat, i, p. 235 (1766h 

Ciconia nigra, Blyth, Cat n. 277 ; Jerdon, B, I, iii, p. 735 ; Butiet* 
^ Hume, S. F, iv, p. 22; Fairbank, ibid.i^. 263; Davidson 

* G, hoyoiam (Swioh. P. Z. S. 1873, p. 513 ; 1874, ph i) i« a larger bird 
reoemblmg C* in plumage, but with a black bilh 
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Wend. S. F. vii, p. 90 ; Himw^ Cat. no. 918 ; Scully^ S, JP. viii, 
p. 859 ; JHddulph^ Fmy 1881, p. 98 ; Scully, ibid, p. 591 ; Butler, 
S. F. IX, p. 483 ; Davidson, S. F. x, p. 328 ; Barnes, Birds Bom, 
p. 870. 

Melaiiopelargus nigra, Hnme, S. B\ i, p. 252 j Ball, S. F. ii, p. 433 ; 
V, p. 420; \ii, p. 280. 

Surma i, 11. 

Cohration. Deep blackish brown, glossed with purple, green, 
und bronze ; sides of head glossed bronze ; fore neck bronzy green, 
followed by a purple gorget ; upper breast glossed green ; lower 
breast, abdomen, danl(s, and under tail-coverts white. 

Beak, naked skin round the eye, and legs red, with an orange 
tinge ; irides reddish brown (Dresser), 

Length 40; tail 10 ; wing 21 ; tarsus 8 ; bill from gape 8. 

Distribution . The greater part of Europe, Africa, and Asia. This 
Stork breeds in temperate Europe and Asia and migrates south- 
w'ard in winter. Large numbers visit the Punjab and Northern 
Sind at that season, and smaller numbers occur throughout 
Northern India, Assam, and the Deccan, but the species has not 
been observed in Southern India, Ceylon, or Burma. 

Habits, ^T. In India Black Storks usually occur in flocks, wLich 
are frequently of large size. This bird much resembles the White 
Stork in habits, but does not breed about human dw^ellings. 


Genus DISSURA, Hume, 1879. 

This is distinguished from Ciconia by having the forehead and 
the sides of the head to behind the eyes nude, and the upper tail- 
coverts stiff and bifurcating, the exterior coverts longest, nearly 
reaching the tip of the tail. A single species. 

1548. Dissura episcopus. The White-necked Stork, 

Ardea episcopus, Bodd. Tall. PI. Enl. p. 54 (1788). 

Ardea leucocephala, Gm(4. Syst. Fat. i, p. 642 (1788). 

Ciconia leucocephala, Blyth, Cat. p. 277 ; Jerdon, B. 1, iii, p. 737 ; 
Godw.-Atist. J. A. S. ii. xliii, pt. 2, p. 175 ; Butler ^ Hume, S, F. 
iv, p. 22. 

Melanopelargus episcopus, Hume ^ Henders. Lah. to Yark. p. 294 ; 
Hume, A. ^ p. 609; Adam, S. F. \, p. 398; Ball, S. F. ii, 
p. 433 : Hume ^ Oates, S. F. iii, p. 189 ; Hume ^ Dav. S, F, vi, 
p. 469 ; Davidson ^ Wend. S. F. vii, p. 90. 

Ciconia episccjpus, Blytdi ^ Wald. Birds Burm. p. 158 ; Fairbanh, 
S. F. iv, p. 263 ; Wardl, Bams. Ibis, ] 877, p. 470. 

Dissura episcopus, BaU, S. F. vii, p. 230 ; Cripps, ibid. p. 307 ; Hume, 
Cat. no. 920 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 359 ; Butler, ibid. p. 387 ; Legge, 
Birds Ceyl. p. 1119; Vidal, S. F. ix, p. 88; Butler, ibid. p. 438; 
Beid, S. F. X, p. 74 ; Davidson, ibid, p, 823 ; DavisonAbid. p, 417 ; 
Oate.8, B, B. ii, p. 265 ; id. in Hume's H. ^ B. 2nd ed. iii, p. 268 ; 
Barnes, Birds Bom, p. 376; id. Jour, Bom. N, H, Soc, vi, 
p. 142 ; Hume ^ Cripps, S. F, xi, p. 831 ; Beddard, P, Z, S, ld96| 
p. 281 ; Sharpe, Cat, B, M, xxvi, p. 294. 
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Manik’-^ory Lag-lag y H. ; Bagaldy Mar, ; Sanku^hudi-konga, Tel. ; 
Mdna koku, Vanaiag kohiy JPadre koku, Cing. ; Chi-gyin-suty Burm. 
Beefsteak Bird of some Anglo-Indians. 



Fig. H7. — Head of Dlssura cpiscopiis. I, 


Coloration. Crown black glossed with green ; neck, lower 
abdomen, under tiiil-eoverts, and tail white ; remainder of plumage 
black, glossed with green on the lower back and rump, lesser 
and greater coverls and quills, and upper abdomen, purple on the 
upper back, median (*overts, and breast. 

In young birds the white nock-feathers are more flulfy and the 
dark parts brown. 

Bill black, tinged with red on the culrnen, tips and margins of 
the mandibles ; eyelids and facial skin plumbeous ; irides crimson ; 
legs and toes red {Oates). 

Length 36 ; tail 8 ; wiug 20 ; tarsus 6*5 ; bill from gape 6*5. 

Distribution. Except in the Punjab and Sind (where, however, 
a solitary specimen was once obtained,) this Stork appears to occur 
almost throughout the well-watered plains of India, Ceylon, 
and Burma ; also in the Malay Peninsula, Cochin China, Sumatra, 
Java, Borneo, and Celebes. 

HahitSy The White-necked Stork is found singly or in small 
flocks on open plains and cultivation or on the banks of rivers, 
marshes, and tanks, especially about ponds that are nearly dry ; 
it feeds on insects, reptiles, frogs, mollusks, crabs, fish, &c. It 
flies strongly and W'ell, and may be occasionally seen circling high 
in the air without moving its wings. It breeds in June, July, and 
August in Upper India, but in the Deccan about December and 
January ; makes a large nest of sticks, thinly lined with dowm and 
feathers, or thickly covered wdth straw, leaves, and feathers mixed, 
and lays normally four bluish-white eggs measuring about 2*5 
by 1-83. 


Genus XENORHYNCHUS, Bonap., 1867. 

Bill very long, ascending slightly tow^ards the tip ; tarsus ver 
long. Head and neck completely feathered. 

The only species of this genus is a large and handsome bird. 
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1549* Xenorhynclius asiaticus. The Bhclc-necked Stork, 

Mycteria asiatica, Lath. Ind. Orn. ii, p. 670 (1790). 

Ardea indica, Lath, t. c. p. 701 (1790). 

Mycteria australis, ShaWy Trans. Linn. Soc. v, p. 34 (1800) ; Blythy 
Cat. p 276; Irhy, Ihisy 1861, p. 244; Jerdony B. 1. iii, p. 734; 
Gurneyy Ihisy 1865, p. 276 ; Blythy Ibis, 1867, p. 172 ; Godw.^ 
Aust. J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. 2, p. 175. 

Mycteria indica, JLime, S. F. i, p. 252; id, N. E. p. 607 ; Adaniy 
S. F. i, p. 398; Ihime ^ Oates, S. F. iii, p. 189. 

Xenorhynchus asiaticus, Walden m BlytUs Birds Burm. p. 158; 
Hume c5* Bar. S. F. vi, x>* 460 ; Oates, S. F. vii, p, 51 ; Ball, ibid. 
p. 230; Hume, Cat. no. 917 ; Doiy, S. F. Tiii, p. 371 ; Ley gey 
Birds Ceyl. p. 1116 ; Butler, S. F. ix, p. 432 ; Barkery ibid. p. 484 ; 
Iteid, S. F. X, p. 74 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 2()4 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. 
p. 375; id. Jo\ir. Bom. N, II. Soc. vi, p. 141 ; Hume Cripps, 
S. F, xi, p. 330 ; Oates in Hume’s N. E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 265 ; 
Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxvi, p. 310. 

Mycteria asiatica, Godw.-Amt. J. A. S. B. xlv’^, x>t. 2, p. 84; Hume 
Butler, S. F. iv, p. 22. 

BanaraSy Loharjung, Loha sarang, H. ; Bam salik, Beng. ; Pm« koku, 
Tam. (Ceylon) ; Al-koka, Oing. ; Telia- herenga, Assam ; Hnet-kalah, 
Burm. 



Fig. 88.— Head of A', asiaticus. J. 


Coloration, Head and neck black, richly glossed with bluish* 
green, except the occiput which is coppery brown, passing into- 
purple on the edges ; scapulars, tertiaries, greater secondary- 
coverts, greater under wing-coverts, and tail black, richly glossed 
with metallic green ; rest of plumage wdiite. 

In young birds the head, neck, back, and wings are brown,, 
many of the feathers with pale edges ; the scapulars and wing- 
feathers darker and glossed with green ; the quills whitish towards- 
the base ; lower back and rump whitish, middle upper tail-coverts 
brown ; tail-feathers brown, whitish for some distance at the base and 
white-tipx)ed; sides of breast brown; lower parts from neck white^ 
Bill black ; gular skin and eyelids dusky purple ; irides bluish 
brown ; legs and toes coral-red {Oates ) ; irides dark brown in the 
male, bright yellow in the female {Gurney), 

Length 62; tail 9; wing 24; tarsus 12 to 13*5; bill from 
gape 12. 

Distribution. The Black-necked Stork is resident in suitable 
localities throughout India, Ceylon, and Burma, and through the 
Malay countries and archipelago to Australia. It is in India far 
from generally distributed, not being found in dry sandy tracts^ 
nor as a rule m forests, but keeping chiefly to the plains of the 
great riTto* 
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Habits, The banks of large rivers, tanks and marshes are 
the usual resort of this great bird, which is generally seen singly 
or in pairs. Like other Storks it feeds on fish, reptiles, frogs, 
crabs,'molla8k8, &c. It breeds from October to December, makes 
a huge pile of sticks, lined with rashes, grass, &c., on a tree, and 
lays usually four white eggs measuring about 2*91 by 2*12, 

Genus LEPTOPTILUS, Less., 1831. 

Bill very large, high at the base, tapering gradually, culmen and 
-commissure nearly straight, culineii as long as the tarsus or longer ; 
nostrils small, narrow, near the culmen. Head and neck nearly 
naked, having only a few scattered hair-like feathers ; crown 
absolutely nude. 

There are three species of this genus, inhabiting Africa and 
.Southern Asia. All are Ai‘ry large birds. Two are Indian. 

Key to the Species. 

a. A gular pouch ; larger, wing .‘12 in., tarsus 13 . . L. duhius, p. 373, 
h. No gular pouch ; smaller, wing 20 in., tarsus 10*5. L.javanicus, p. 374, 

1550. Leptoptilus dubius. The Adjutant. 

Ardea dubia, Gmel. Syd. Nat. i, p. 024 (1788), 

Ardea argala, Lath. Iml. Orn. ii, p. 070 (1790). 

Ardea gigaiitea, Forstor, Faun. Ind. p. 11 (1795), descr. nulla. 
Leptoptilus argala, Tilyth, Cat. p. 277 ; id. J. A. S. B. xxiv, p. 279 ; 
id. Ibis, 1801, p. 208 ; Jerdon, B. 1. iii, p. 730 ; Beavan, Ibis, 1868, 
p, 390 j Hayes Lloyd, Ibis, 1873, p. 418; Blyili cV Wald. Birds 
Bunn, p, 158; Butler, S. F. iv, p. 21; Fairbank, ibid. p. 263; 
Wardl. Rams. Ibis, 1877, p. 470 ; Hume Sc I)av. S. F. vi, p. 468 ; 
Binyham, S. F. vii, p. 25 ; Butler, ibid. p. 187 ; Ball, ibid. p. 229; 
Crip 2 )s, ibid. p. 300 ; Hume, Cat. no. 915 ; Butler, S. F. ix, p. 432 ; 
Reid, S. F. x, p. 73; Davidson, ibid. p. 323 ; id. Jour. Born. N. H. 
Soc. i, p. 176 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 202 ; id. in Hmne''s N. ^ E. 2nd 
ed. iii, p. 260; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 374 ; Hume ^ Cripps, S, F. 
xi, p. 330. 

Leptoptilus duhius, Hume, S. F. i, p. 252 ; Adam, ibid. p. 398 ; Ball, 
S. L\ ii, p. 432 ; Oates, F. iii, p. 346 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M, xxvi, 
p. 315. 

Leptoptilus giganteus, Oates, S. F. vii, p. 50. 

Hargila, Garur, Peda-dhauk, H. ; Dusta, Dakhani ; Chaniari dhauky 
Beng, ; Piniyala^konya, Tel. ; Don-zat, Burm. 

Coloration. Adult in hreedmg-pilumaye. Head, neck, and pouch 
nearly naked, a few scattered dark brown feathers only occurring ; 
a ruff of white feathers round the base of the neck ; upper plumage, 
wings, and tail black with a slight green gloss, greater wing-coverts 
and tertiaries silvery grey ; lower parts white, the under tail- 
coverts soft and downy. lu non-breeding plumage the tertiaries 
and greater coverts are black like the rest of the wing. 

Toung birds have the greater wing-coverts and tertiaries brown. 
Bill pinkish flesh-colour; skin of bead and chin pale reddish 
btownf rough and blackish on the forehead; neck sarErOn-yellow, 
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tujming to pink at the end of the pouch, which is spotted with 
black ; loose skin at back of neck brick-red ; irides yellowish white ; 
legs and toes brown, the edge of the reticulations white {Oates), 
Bill pale dirty greenish ; legs greyish white {Jerdon), The pouch 
is sometimes 12 to Iti inches or more in length, but is capable of 
extension and retraction to a considerable extent. 

Length 60 ; tail 13 ; wing 32 ; tarsus 13 ; bill from gape 13. 

Distrihution. Throughout the greater part of India in summer, 
very common in Bengal and Northern India, rare or wanting in 
the South, unknown in Ceylon; very abundant and breeding in 
parts of Burma in winter, and occasionally met with throughout 
the year. This Stork ranges into the Malay Peninsula, Siam, 
Cochin China, Sumatra, Java, and Borneo. 

Habits, This is a Stork that has taken to the ways of vultures, 
feeding with them on carcases and offal, and visiting piles of 
refuse in and around large towns, in company with kites and 
crows, to search for food. In Calcutta throughout the hot season 
and rains Adjutants swarm, and formerly, before the sanitary 
arrangements of the city were improved, numbers haunted the 
river ghats in the daytime and perched on Grovernment House 
and other conspicuous buildings at night. Adjutants as useful 
scavengers are in many places protected by law. Their food, 
however, is not confined to carcases and offal, they live also at 
times on fish, reptiles, and frogs like other Storks. Tlmir flight 
is heavy and noisy, but they soar like vultures ; when on the ground 
they often rest on the whole tarsus, and they frequently sit with 
the head drawn in between the shoulders. The pouch is uncon- 
nected with the gullet, and the common idea tliat it serves to 
rj^sive food is quite erroneous. Adjutants breed on large trees 
il November and December ; immense numbers were found by 
Oates breeding in company with Pelicans near Shwegyin in Burma, 
and the nests and eggs of colonies near Moulmeiii have been 
described by Tickell, Bingham, and others. A few cases of 
nidification have been observed in India — in the north of the 
Gorakhpur district {Beavan), in the Sundarbuns {Frith, Morell), and 
in Manbhoom {Ball), The nest is a huge structure of sticks; the 
eggs, usually three in number, are white and measure about 3 by 
2*28. Both Oates and Bingham describe a peculiar grunting 
round, like the levying of a cow, made by Adjutants in the 
breeding-season. These birds are completely destitute of voice- 
muscles, and it is a question how the noise is produced. Usually, 
like other Storks^ the only sound tliey make is produced by 
snapping their huge bills. 

1551. Leptoptiltts javanions. The Smaller Adjutant. 

Ciconia javanica, Horsf, Tr, Linn, Soc. xiii, p. 188 (1821). 

Leptoptilus javanicus, Blf/th, Cat, p. 277 ; Jerdon, B. I, iii, p, 732 ; 

^ Wald, Birds Bxerm. p. 159; Hume ^ JDao. S, F, vi, 
p. 400; Qatea, S. F. vii, p* 51; Damda> ^ Wend, ibid, p. 90: 
Bail, p. 230; Hume, (M, no. 916; Legge, Birda 
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p. 1113 ; Butler^ S. F. ix, p. 432 ; Parker^ ibid, p. 483 ; Beid, 
S, F, X, p, 73 ; Oates,, B. B, ii, p.233 ; Bariws, Birds Bom. p. 374 ; 
Crippsy F. xi, p. 330 ; Oates in Hume's H, E, 2nd ed. iii, 
p. 264 ; Sharpe^ Cat B. M. xxvi, p. 3J 7. 

The Hair-crested Stork, Jt^rdon; Chinjnra, Chandana, Chandiari, 
Bang-gor, Ckota ganir, }J.; Madan-chur, Modun-tiki, Beng*. ; Tohla- 
moora, Assam. ; l)odal-konga, Dodal gatti-gadu, Tel. Mdna, Ceylon , 
Don-mi-gwet, Bnrm. 

Coloration. Scattered Imir-like feathers and down on neck and 
on sides of head, much thicker about the nape, dark brown ; upper 
plumage, wings, and tail black, glossed with metallic green ; 
feathers of the back, scapulars, and wing-coverts closely barred 
across, a coppery spot in some skins (breeding-plumage ?) close 
to the tip of each larger secondary-covert ; longer scapulars 
and tertiaries edged laterally with while; lower parts white, 
except the wing-lining which is black ; under tail-coverts longer 
than in L, dubius, very soft. 

Young birds have more feathers about the nape. 

Bill dirty yellowish ; bare top of head dirty green ; nude face 
and neck much tinged with yellow and at seasons with red ; irides 
whitish ; legs dusky black (Jerdon). 

Length 54; tail 11 ; wing 26 ; tarsus 10*5; bill from gape 12. 
Females appear to bo considerably smaller. 

Bistribatlon. The greater part of India but nowliere common, 
rare or wanting to the westward, not observed in Rajputana, 
Sind, or the Bunjab, and of doubtful occurrence in the Bombay 
Presidency. This Adjutant has been observed on the Malabar 
coast, and it occurs and brc'cds in Ceylon. It is found throughout 
Burma and the Malay Peninsula, Eastern China, Sumatra, Java, 
and Borneo. 

Habits, 4*r. This is by. no means so familiar a bird as its larger 
relative, nor is it, as a rule at all events, a feeder on carrion. It 
keeps to well- wooded and watered tracts, living on fish, reptiles, 
locusts, crabs, <fec. It breeds in Pegu and the neighbourhood 
of Moulmein later than L. dubhis, and in Ceylon from 1^" ebruary 
to April. The details of nidilication are similar to those of the 
larger Adjutant. The eggs measure about 2‘84 by 2*09. 

Genus PSEUDOTANTALUS, Ridgway, 1883. 

Bill long, scarcely compressed, broad at the base, bent down 
towards the tip ; lower mandible slightly concave beneath ; 
culmen rounded throughout; both mandibles subcylindricai an- 
teriorly ; nostrils near the culmen, basal, oval ; head aud throat 
naked, nape and neck feathered ; legs long, tibia half-nude, toes- 
long. Lower tail-coverts extending beyond the tail. 

This genus and Tantalus, which is an American form, chiefly 
distinguished by its naked neck, were long classed with the Ibises 
or in n family apart, but they are trite 8torks. One species is 
Indkn. 
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1552. Pseudotantalus leucoceplialus. The Fainted StorTc. 

Tantalus leucocephalus, Fennmtt^ Ind. ZooL p. 11, pi. x (1769) ; 
Blyth, Cat, p. 275 ; Jerdon^ B, I, iii, p. 7G1 ; Blyth, Ibis, 1867, 
p. 173; Godiv,^Aust. J. A. S. B, xxxix, pt. 2, p. 274; StoUczka, 
J. A. S. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 255; Hume, N. B. p. 626; Adam, 
S. F. i, p. 399 ; Butler Hume, B. F. iv, p. 24 ; Fairbanh, iUd, 
p. 263 ; Hume Dav, B, F. vi, p. 484 : Davids. 4* ^V’end. S. F, 
\ii, p. 91 ; Murray, ibid. pp. 110, 113 ; Butler, ibid. p. 188; Ball, 
ibid. p. 231 ; Crijyjs, ibia. p. 309 ; Himie, ibid. p. 507 ; id. Cat. 
no. 938; Doiy, S. F. viii, pp. 372, 374; Newton, ibid. p. 416 ; 
Leye/e, Birds Ceyl. p. 1 100 ; Butler, S. F. ix, p. 435 ; lieid, S. F. 
X, p. 76 ; l)avidso7i, ibid. p. 324 ; Binisou, Ibis, 1882, p. 93; Oates, 
B. B. ii, p. 267 ; Swinhoe Bonu s, Ibis, 1885, p. 136 ; Bm'nes, Birds 
Bom. p. 387 ; Hume, B. F. xi, p. 338 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 
2ud ed. iii, p. 220 ; Barnes, Jour. Bom. N. H. Boc. i, p. 60 ; vi. p. 149. 
Pseudotantalus leucoceplialiis, B/iarpe, Cat. B. M. xxvi, p, 323. 

The Pelican Ibis, Jordon; Jauyhil, Dokh, JL; KaUBarmiga, Bam- 
jhankar, Bona-janya, Peng. ; Lunyduk, Sind ; Yerri Kali-konya, Tel. ; 
Binya nareh, Tain. ; Chany a vella 7iary, Tam. (Ceylon) ; Datuduwa, 
Cing. ; Ilnet-kya, Jkirm. 



Fig. 89. — Head of P. leucocejdialus. J. 


Coloration. White, except the primaries, secondaries, and tail, 
which are black glossed witli green ; lesser and median, but not the 
greater, coverts the same with broad AA iiite margins ; the under 
wing-coverts and a broad band across the lower breast black 
glossed v> ith green, with white edges to the feathers ; tertiaries 
pink with white borders ; scapulars and greater wing-coverts white 
tinged with rosy. 

In young birds the neck and back are light brown, the neck- 
feathers scale-like, with dark edges which are broader behind than 
in front, lesser and median wing-coverts dark brown, greater 
coverts paler, quills and tail as in adults ; the rump, breast, and 
abdomen sullied white. 

Bill and facial skin orange-yellow, plumbeous at the base of the 
bill ; irides pale yellow ; legs, toes, and claws brown. In thc^ young 
the iris is brown (Oates); legs fleshy red (Jerdon, Cripps). 

Length 40 ; tail 6*5 ; wing 20 ; tarsus 9*5 ; bill from gape 10. 

Distribution. Eesident throughout India, except in the Punjab, 
in tracts where there are large rivers, tanks, and marshes ; also in 
Ceylon and Burma, and in Southern China and Cochin China ; but 
P. leucooephalus is very common in the Deccan. It is replaced 
Ijy an allied species P. lacteus in the Malay Peninsula anA 
Islands, 
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HalntSy This bird, well known as the Pelican Ibis, a name 
involving error, is common in well-watered parts of the country, 
solitary or in flocks, frequenting the larger ])ieees of water, and 
with the usual habits of Storks. It breeds on large trees, often 
about villages, several birds nesting together : it makes a rather 
small nest of sticks, and lays usually 4, but sometimes as many 
as 8, white eggs, measuring 2*77 by 1*88. The breeding-season 
is September and October in Northern India, February in the 
Deccan. This bird is easily tamed and becomes very sociable. 

Genus ANASTOMTJS, Bonnaterre, 1790. 

This genus may be recognized at once by its remarkable bill, in 
which, when adult, an open space is left betwx^en the mandibles. 
These are in contact for a distance from the gape and again at 
the tip. The bill is strong and stout and the genys considerably 
curved ; the anterior half of the upper mandible is furnished with 
lamella) along the commissure. Face in front of the eyes and 
around them, with tlie area below the eyes, and the chin and 
throat naked in adults, only the lores naked in young birds. 
Tarsus moderate, about as long as the culmen, reticulate ; toes and 
claw's considerably longer in proportion than in Storks generally. 

The open space betw een the mandibles is said to be the result 
of wear caused by the shells of the mollusca, on which the 
bird feeds ; in the nestling, and up to the age of 4 or 5 months, 
the commissure is straight and the two mandibles in contact 
throughout. 

Three species are known ; one inhabits Africa, another Mada- 
gascar, the third India. 

1553. Anastomns oscitans. The Open-hilL 
Ardea oscitans, Bodd. Tahl. PL Enl. p. 55 (1783). 

Anastornus oscitans, Jib/th, Cat, p. 270 ; Irh^, Ihisy 1801, p, 244 ; 
Jerdon, B. I. hi, p. 705; Blyth,, IhiSj 18()7, p. 173; llamej N. 8^ 
E. p. 030 ; id, S, F. i, pp. 107, 133 ; Ball, iS. F. ii, p. 435 ; Blytli^ 
Birds Burnt, y. 158; Butler Hume, S, F, iv, p. 25 ; Binyham, 
ihid,i^. 211 ; Pairhanh, ibid. p. 204; Murray, vii, p. 110; 
Butler, ibid. pp. 188, 189; Ball ^ Hume, ibid. p. 231 ; Cripps, ibid, 
p. 310; Jhiy, ibid. p. 407; Hume, Cat. no. 940; Leyye, Birds 
Ceyl. p. 1103; Butter, S. F. ix, p. 435; Reid, S. F. x, p. 77; 
Davidson, ibid, p. 324 ; Daviso7i, ibid. p. 417 ; Oates, B. B, ii, 
p. 266 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 389 ; Hume Cripps, S. F, xi, 



The ShelWIhis, Jerdon ; Gungla, Okongal, Ohonghila, II. ; Dakar, H. 
(Behar) ; Tonte-bhanga, Shamakk-hhanga, Samak-khol, Hammak-kas, 
Beng, ; Fauna konga, Southern Goods ; Gain Konga, Tel. ; NatU kuti 
nareh, Tam. ; Karunary, Tam, (Ceylon) ; GomheUe-koka, Cing. ; Kha-ru- 
tsoke, Burm. (Arrakan). 

* As has pointed out, signs of Wear are confined to the lower 

mandiblA the thick rharaphotheca of the upper mandible and the lamellfie 
«hoW no signs of attrition ; moreover the space does not exist near the g&pe, 
where the gmitest erufthing-power can be exerted. 
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Coloration, In breecUng-plumage the longer scapulars, all th 
quills, the winglet, primary and greater secondary coverts, ane 
the tail are black, glossed with dark green and purple ; remainder 
of plumage white. 



Fig. 90. — Head of A. oseitans. J. 


At the moult after the breeding-season the wliite is replaced 
by smoky grey, darkest on the occiput and upper back. This 
becomes white by a change of colour in the feathers at the 
breeding- season. The black parts of the plumage undergo no 
change. 

Young birds have the back and shorter scapulars brown, longer 
scapulars and tertiaries brownish ; otherwise they resemble adults 
in non-breeding plumage. 

Bill dull greenish, tinged with reddish beneath ; nude orbits and 
gular skin blackish ; irides grey or pale brown ; legs pale fleshy 
(Jerdon). 

Length 32 ; tail 7 ; wing 10*5 ; tarsus 5*5 ; bill from gape 0. 

Disfrihution. Throughout the great plain of Northern India 
from Bengal to Sind ; particularly common in Bengal, and in other 
well-watered tracts throughout India and Ceylon, but this bird is 
not common except about large rivers or marshes. It is also 
common in Assam and Manipur and is found in Arrakan, but is 
very rare in Pegu and unknown elsewhere in Burma. It occurs, 
however, in Cochin China. 

Habits^ (^c. This curious Stork lives chiefly on freshwater 
mollusca, especially Ampullariuy and, it is said, Unio^ and ia 
stated by Jerdon, from his observations on captive and blinded 
birds, to cut off the operculum of the Ampullaria and extract the 
animal whole; but Bingham, who had good opportunities of 
v^atching the birds, both in the field and in coiifinemerit, found 
that they broke the Ampullarlm before extracting the molluscs, 
aud crushed smaller mollusca before swallowing them. They 
occasionally eat fish, crabs, &c., but subsist mainly on mollusca. 
Anaatomiis is often seen in flocks, frequenting marshes and paddy 
fields. It breeds on trees gregariously and lays from 2 to 5, 
generally 4, white eggs, measuring about 2*24 by 1*6. The 
breeding-season is July and August in Northern India, January to 
March in Ceylon. 

The name 8hell-Ibis being inapplicable to a bird that is a Stork 
and not an Ibis, I have adopted the term Open-bill proposed by 
Professor Nevi ton. It is a translation of Buffon’s Beo mvert^ the 
oldest name for this bird in u European language. 



AEDEIDJE. 


37» 


Suborder ARDE^. 

This suborder, contaiuing the Herons and their allies, is holo- 
rhinal ; the mandible is not produced behind its articulation with 
the quadrate, and there is only a single incision on each side of 
the posterior border of the sternum. (Cervical vertebra} 1 8 to 20. 
Ambiens and accessory femoro-caudal absent, femoro-caudal some- 
times very small. A pair of tracheo-bronchial muscles present. 
The spinal bare tract extends far up the neck ; in one genus. 
Ardetta, the whole back of the neck is naked. 

The suborder is sometimes divided into three families, Ardeidat^ 
Bcopidm^ and Balmiicipitidw ; the last two are peculiar to Africa, 
and their relations to the Ardekhv. are variously regarded by 
different writers. The ArdeicUe alone are Indian. 


Family ARDEID^E. 

Bill generally slender, straight, grooved at each side of tbe 
upper mandible ; nostrils lateral, in the groove ; legs long ; toes 
long and slender, a slight web between the outer and middle toes ; 
hind toe well developed, on the same plane as the others. 

Herons are also distinguished by the presence oF powder-down 
patches on each side of the rump aiid of the breast, and by the 
middle claw being pectinated. Most Herons, if not all, keep the 
neck bent in a curve, so that the head rests between the shoulders 
when flying, and often when sitting. 

The family is generally distributed, and several genera are 
Indian. Although many of the Indian Herons move about the 
country greatly, on account of the varying distribution of w^ater 
and food at different seasons, the only truly migratory form is- 
BotauruB) all others are believed to breed in the country. 

Key to the Genera, 

a. Tail-feathers 12. 

Nude tibia much longer than inner toe 
and claw. 

a". Plumage grey above, varied beneath . . AiiDKA, p. 380. 

6'', Plumage white throughout ; culmeii 

much shorter than tarsus Hebodias, p. 386. 
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h\ Nude tibia sliglitly longer than inner toe 
and claw or shorter ; plumage either dark 
gi*ey throughout, except on throat, or 
pure white throughout; culmeii not 
exceeding or just exceeding tarsus in 

length 

c\ Nude tibia shorte.r than inner too and claw. 
c". Wings, body, and tail white. 

Head and back wdiite in winter, 
ochreOLis buff in breeding-season ; 

culmen sliorter than tarsus 

h'. Head and back always coloured, not 
buff) or only in parts buff ; culmen 

longer tluin tarsus 

d'\ Wings, body, and tfiil not white. 

(’ulmen longer thau tarsus 

tV. (bilinen about equal to tarsus; bill 

deep at base . 

e'^. (Culmen shorter than tarsus 

h. Tail-featliers 10, 

d'. Middle toe and claw not longer than 
culmen. 

e'^ Size small, wing under 6 inches 

f. Size larger, w^ing o\er 6 inches 

e , Middh} toe and claw longer than tarsus, 
which is much longer than bill 


LErTERODIUS, p. 390. 


Bubulcijs, p. 888. 


Ahokola, p. 392. 


Butouioes, p. 894. 

Nyctiooiiax, p. 396. 
Gousachius, p. 398. 


Ardetta, p. 399. 
l)Ul»ETOR, p. 403. 

Botaurus, p. 405. 


Genus ARDEA, Linn., 1766. 

Bill long, compressed, pointed ; culmen nearly straight ; both 
mandibles slightly serrated at commissure, upper mandible grooved 
■on each side ot culmen ; nostrils subbasal, elongate, situated in the 
groove. Sides of head to behind the eyes naked. Tarsus long, 
scutellate in front; tibia half-naked. Wings ample; tail short. 
Up})er surface grey ; the feathers at the base of the neck and the 
scapulars elongate, forming oimamental plumes ; no dorsal train. 
Head crested. 

This genus is almost cosmopolitan ; of the ten species known 
half occur in India. The Purple Herons, which have a pro- 
portionally larger foot and differ slightly in habits, are placed by 
Sharpe in a distinct genus, Phoya.\ but the division, though justi- 
fiable, appears scarcely necessary. 


Key to the Species, 

4Z, Mid-toe and claw as long as tarsus or longer ; 

crown and crest black 

K Mid- toe and claw shorter than tarsus. 

a\ Crown of head white (grey in young), 

crest black 

h\ Crown and crest grey. 

Lower parts grey 

Lower parts white 

Crown and crest chestnut 


A, maniUensis^ p, 881. 


A, cinet'euj p. 382. 

A, mmatrmaf-p, 883. 
A* imignisyf, 383. 

A, goliath^ p. 884, 
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1554. Ardea mauillensis. The Eastern Pari^le Heron, 

Ardea purpurea, apud Blyth, Cat. p. 278 ; Irhy^ Ibis, 1861, p. 244 
Jerdon, B. 1. iii, p. 746 ; Hume, Ibis, 1869, p. 238 ; id. Js. ^ E> 
p. 611 ; BaU, J. A. S. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 289 ; Hume, S, F, i, p. 253 ; 
li, p. 303 ; Blyth, Birds Burm, ]>. 159 ; Butler <$' Hume, S. F, iv, 
p. Fairharik, ibid. p. 263; Oates, S. F. v, p. 167; Hume 
Fav. S. F. vi, p. 472 ; Hufne ^ Board. S. F. vii, p. 39 ; Ball, S. F. 
vii, p. 230; Cripps, ibid. p. 307 ; Anders. Yunnan Krped., Aves, 
p. 686 ; Hume, (Jut. no. 924 : Hoiy, S. F. viii, p. 372 ; Leyge, 
Birds Ceyl. p. 1132 ; Vidal., S. F. ix, p. 88; Butler, ibid. p. ^33 ; 
lieid, S. F. X, p. 74 ; Davidson, ibid. p. 323 ; Hume, ibid. p. 416 ; 
Oates, B. B. ii, p. 245 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 378 ; id. Jour. Bom. 
N. H, Soc. vi, p. 143; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 332; Oates in Hume's 
N. ^ F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 235, 

Phoyx manillensis, Sharpe, Bull. B. O. C. iii, p. xxxviii (1 894). 

The Purple Heron, Jerdon ; Nari, BdUsain, Ldl-anjuji, II.; Khyray 
in Behar; LaJkank, Bentr. ; Pamula 7iari~f/adu, Tel.; Sannari, Tam.; 
Kara^val-koka, Singh. ; Khymiy byamy, Arrakan ; Fga-hit, Bunn. 

Coloration, Forehead, crown, lon^ occipital crest, a streak down 
the back o£ the neck, one on each side down the side of the neck, 
and another streak on each side from the gape to the nape slaty 
black ; chin and throat white ; rest of liead and neck ferruginous 
red, paler and buff on sides of head and middle of fore neck ; long 
feathers overhanging upper breast, huffy white, streaked with black 
and chestnut ; lower hind neck, back, rump aud upper tail-coverts, 
wings and tail slaty grey, the back darker, and the quills and 
tail-feathers blackish ; scapulars with long pointed rufous ends ; 
middle of breast and abdomen and lower tail-coverts slaty black ; 
sides of breast rich chestnut ; flanks ashy grey ; thigh-coverts 
cinnamon ; wing-lining mostly ferruginous. 

Young birds have neither crest nor lengthened plumes on the 
scapulars or breast; the upper parts are brownish grey, with 
broad rufous edges to the feathers ; crown partly grey ; neck 
rufous, fore neck with black streaks ; lower surface a mixture of 
buff and grey. 

This Heron is distinguished from the Purple Heron of Europe, 
Africa, and South-western Asia {A. purpurea) by wanting the 
black streaks on the fore neck. 

Bill deep yellow, brownish above ; orbital skin greenish yellow ; 
irides yellow ; tarsus reddish brown, yellowish behind and on the 
soles of the feet {Jerdon), 

Length 38 ; tail 5-25 ; wing 14*5 ; tarsus 6*5 ; bill from gape 6. 
Toes very long, the middle toe and claw as long as the tarsus. 

Distribution, Throughout the Oriental region. Common in 
suitable localities throughout India, Ceylon, and Burma. 

Habits^ A shy skulking bird, that generally hides in high 
reeds, and may, as Jerdon remarks, often be observed with its 
head and long neck protruded above the grass. It is not found in 
open ground, and it roosts on low trees ; it not unfrequently feeds 
at night. "When disturbed it rises with a harsh cry. It breecb' 
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in thickets or in dense clumps of bulrushes, and makes large 
stick-nests, in which it lays 4, or sometimes 5, bhiish-green eggs, 
measuring about 2*17 by 1*56. The breeding-season in most 
parts of India and Burma is July and August, but in Ceylon 
December to March. 

1555. Ardea cinerea. The Common Heron, (Fig. 84, p. 359.) 

Ardea cinerea, Lhm. Syst, Nat, i, p. 236 (1766) ; Blytli,, Cat. p. 278; 
Jerdon.^ B. I. iii, p. 741 ; Ilmne ^ Henders. Lah to Yarh, p. 295; 
Ilume^ N. B\ p. 010 ; id. /S', jF. i, p. 253 ; Ada7n, ibid. p. 399 ; 
Blyth, Birds Burtn. p. 150 ; Butler 4 ^- llvme^ S. F. iv, p. 23 ; 
Hinncj ibid. p. 465 ; Hume ^I)av. /S\ F. vi, p. 472 ; Ball^ S. Yii, 
p. 230 ; Crippi, ibid. p. 307 ; Ilmne, Cat. no. 923; JJoiy, S. F. viii, 
p. 371; Leygcy Birds Ceyl. p. 1127; t^idal, F. ix, p. 88; 
Butler f ibid. p. 433 ; Biddulph, Ibis, 1881, p. 99; Scully, ibid, 
p. 591 ; Held, S. F. x, p. 74 ; Davidson, ibid. p. *‘i23 ; Hume, ibid, 
]). 416; Stvinh. Ibis, 1882, p. 123 ; Oates, B. 11. ii, p. 243 ; id. Ibis, 
1888, p. 73; Barnes, Birds Bojn. p. 377; id. Jour. Bom, N. H. 
Soc. VI, p. 142 ; Ilmne, S. F. xi, p. 332 ; Oates in Humes N. (S'* E. 
2nd ed. iii, p. 233; Sharpe, Yark, Miss., Avcs, p. 124; id. 
Cat. B. M. xxvi, p. 74. 

Ardea brag, Is. Geoffr. in Jacrpiem. Voy. iv, Ois. p. 85, pi. 8 (1844). 

The Blue Hei'on, Jerdon ; Nan, Sain, Kabud, Aiijnn, II. ; Khyra, in 
Behar ; Sada-kaiika, Anjan, Beng. ; Saa, Sind; Narraina pachi,Tei\.. \ 
Narrayan, Tam. ; Kallajum-karaicaBkoka, Indurn-koka, Cing. 

Coloration. Head white, with the exception of the occiput, 
nuchal plumes, and a broad baud from the ocei])iit to each eye, 
which are purplish black ; neck white, tinged with greyish lilac, 
lower fore neck streaked with black ; upper parts from neck, 
including tertiaries, wing-coverts, and tail-feathers, ashy grey, the 
scapulars with elongate pearly-grey or whitish tips, outer wdng- 
eoverts pale or w hitish ; primaries and secondaries, primary-coverts 
and wdnglet bluish black ; elongate breast-])lumes wdiite ; middle 
of breast and abdomen, thigh-coverts and lower tail-coverts w^hite ; 
a black patch of lengthened plumes on each side of the breast, 
continued as a black band on each side of the abdomen to near the 
vent ; sides of body, flanks, and wing-lining ashy grey. 

In females the black crest-plumes are shorter and the black 
feathers on each side of the breast less prominent. 

Young birds have the head and neck grey, except a small black 
nuchal crest, and w hite chin and throat ; scapular and breast- 
plumes wanting, and no black on the breast, though the black 
atreaks on the fore neck are very conspicuous ; upper plumage 
brownish grey. 

Bill dusky yellow, culmen brownish; loral skin greenish ; iris 
golden yellow ; legs and feet greenish brown, with the tibia and 
posterior part of the tarsus greenish yellow {Legge)^ 

Length 39 ; tail 7 ; wing 18 ; tarsus 6 ; bill from gape 6. 

Dwtrilmtion, The greater part of the Old Woidd. Common in 
most parts of India and Ceylon; less common, though widely 
distributed, in Burma. 

Habits^ ^ 0 * A resident bird, breeding in many parts of India, 
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The Common Heron is generally solitary, and may be seen standing 
on the edge ot* water, river, marsh, or tank, looking out for food, 
chiefly small fish and frogs. It flies heavily with its neck bent 
and head drawn in, and it has a deep-sounding sonorous call-note, 
often uttered during flight. The breeding-season is generally in 
India from March to May, July and August in Sind, November 
to M.arch in Ceylon. The Common Heron makes a stick-nest on a 
tree, several pairs often nesting in company, and lays in India, as 
.a rule, three bluish-green eggs, measuring on a average 2*27 by 1*66, 


155G. Ardea sumatrana. The D ashy-grey Heron. 

Ardea sumatrana, JlaMes^ Ti\ Lhm. Soc. xiii, p. 325 (1822) ; Blyth 
Cat. p. 278; Jeraon., B. I. iii, p. 740, ])t. : Blyth,, 1865, 
p. 30; Blyth,, Birds Bunn. p. 151) ; Hume Dar. B. vi, p. 469; 
Hume, Cat. no. 922 bis; Oates^ B. B. ii, p. 214: Sharpe^ Cat. 
B. M. xxvi, p. ()8. 

Ardea fusca, Blyth^ A. M. N. H. xiii, p. 170 (1844). 

Coloration, (h-own and upper surface, with quills and tail- 
feathers, dark slaty ; long occipital crest-feathers, sometimes 9 
inches in length, and lanceolate tips of scapulars pearly white, as 
are also the greatly lengthened and acuminate feathers at base of 
neck all round, longest on the fore neck and uppt^r breast ; chin 
and fore part of cheeks white ; sides of head and neck all round 
ruddy brownish grey, becoming vinaceous on throat and darker 
on hind neck ; lower parts slaty grey, with a lilac tinge and some 
white shaft-stripes. 

Young birds have no elongate plumes, and are browner, the 
feathers of the upper surface have rufous tips, and the lower 
surface is rufescent grey, streaked with whitish. 

Bill black, the lower mandible yellowish white at the base ; 
irides pale orange ; legs and feet black, soles faded yellow 
(H, 0. Foy'hes). 

Length 50; tail 6*5; wing 18*5; tarsus 6*7; bill from 
gape 7'5. 

Distribution. Arrakan, Southern Tenasserim, the Malay 
Peninsula and Archipelago, and Australia. A specimen in the 
British Museum is said to be from N.E. Bengal, but is more 
probably from Arrakan. This species was once supposed to 
inhabit Sind, but no importance can now be attached to the 
■evidence upon which its occurrence in that province was inferred. 

Habits^ This large Heron is said to be confined in Tenas- 
serim to the sea-coast and the mouths of rivers and estuaries. It 
is found singly, feeding on small fish, crabs, <fec., which it finds on 
the mud-flats at low tide, and perching on the mangroves when 
the water is high. 


1557. Ardea insignis. 'The Great White-bellied Heron. 

Ardea insignis, Hodys. in Gt'ay^s Zool. Misc. p. 86 (1844), descr. 
nulla ; Hume, S. F. vi, p. 470 (1878), despr. princ, ; Oatesy B. B. 
ii, p. 245 ; id. in Hmne's N. ^ M. 2nd ed. iii, p. 282; Sharpe, Cat. , 
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Ardea nobilis, apud Gray^ Cat. Mamm, 8fc. CoU. Hodya. p. 183* 
(1846) ; nec BlytJi. 

Ardea sumatrana, apud Blyikj Cat. p. 278, pt. ; Jerdon, B. I. iii, 
p. 740, pt. ; Hume, N. ^ JS. p. 610; nec Baffles. 

Ardea fusca, ajmd Hume, Cat. no. 922 ; CVip 2 )s, S. F. xi, p. 332 ;■ 
nec Blyih. 

Coloration. Similar to A. sumatrana, but greyer and not so dark 
above, the wings and tail-feathers bluish grey ; neck and sides of 
head purer grey and less rufous ; the breast- plumes have whiter 
ends and shaft-stripes, and, especially, the lower breast, abdomen, 
under tail-coverts, axillaries, and wing-lining are white ; thigh- 
coverts white in front, grey behind. 

Young birds want the ornamental plumes, and have the upper 
surface brownish. They may be recognized at once by the w*hite 
breast and abdomen. 

Coloration of soft parts not recorded. Tail 8*5 ; wing 21*5 ; 
tarsus 7*5 ; bill from gape 8. 

Distrihiition. This species is known from the Terai of Nepal y 
Sikhim, and llhutan, where it has been collected by Hodgson and 
Mandelli. Cripps states that he once saw it above Negheri Ting 
in Upper Assam, and Oates records it from Ehumo. It is just 
possible that some of the large Herons seen at times in the 
Peninsula of India may have belonged to this species. 

Habits, Hume says that a huge stick-nest on a tree in the 
swampy Terai was pointed out to him as belonging to this birdy 
which was said to breed in July and August. 

1558. Ardea goliath. The Giant Heron. 

Ardea goliath, Cretzschm. in Biipp. Atlas, p. 89, pi. 36 (1826) 
Temm. Bl. Col. pi. 474 (1829) ; Blyth, Cat. p. 278 ; id. J. A. B. B. 
xxiv, p. 280 ; Jerdon, B. 1. iii, p. 739 ; Blyth, Ibis, 1865, p. 36 ; 
Hume, N. E. p. 610 ; id. S. F. i, p. 105 ; Blanf. Eastern Fersiayr 
ii, p. 295 ; Hume, S. F. i, p. 105 ; vii, p. 490 ; id. Cat. no. 921 ; 
Eeyge, Birds Ceyl. p. 1124; Parker, S. F. ix, p. 486; Butler ^ 
B. F. X, p. 149 ; Bharjje, Cat. B. M. xxvi, p. 66. 

Ardea nobilis, Blyth, A. M. N. II. xiii, p. 175 (1844). 

Coloration, In the adult (only known from Africa), the crown 
and crest are deep vinous chestnut, neck behind and on the sides 
rufous cinnamon, chin, cheeks, and throat white, lower fore neck 
purplish black streaked with white, elongate breast-plumes streaked 
white and slaty black ; upper parts, wings, and tail slaty grey ; 
lower parts from the breast, lower tail-coverts, sides of body, and 
wing-lining deep chestnut. 

In young birds the colours are dull, the head and neck much, 
paler, the grey of the upper parts with rufous edgings ; lower 
parts white streaked with brown. 

Bill dark slaty, lower mandible fleshy with a dark margin ; irides 
yellow with reddish margins ; eyelid pale slaty ; legs and feet^ 
4»rk slaty blackish {Legge), The genys is more curved than in 
otiKor species of Ardea, 

length 56 ; tail 8*6; wing 24 ; tarsus 9 ; bill from gape 0*5^ 
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Distribution, Throiigliout Africa. The occurrence of this bird in 
fndia is remarkable and somewhat mysterious. Mr. Blyth, in 
1845-46, procured several specimens, aii of immature birds, in the 
Calcutta bazaar. None has been obtained near Calcutta since, 
despite numerous enquiries by Hume and others, nor, so far as is 
known, has a single specimen been collected elsewhere in India, 
but in Ceylon two w€^re shot, one in 1878 and another in 1879, and 
a third was seen by Mr. Parker in 1880. Then Jerdon observed 
a bird of this species at the foot of the Khasi Hills ; Hume saw six 
huge Herons apparently of this species in Sind ; and I have twice 
seen very large Herons, once by a tank at Bazargaon, near Nagpur, 
and another time at Bampur in Baluchistan. There can be no 
doubt that a big Heron with a reddish head and neck occurs in 
India, but until an adult can be compared, it cannot be regarded 
as certain that this bird is identical with the African A, goliath. 
Should it prove distinct, it will bear Blyth’s name A, nohilis. 

Genus HEEODIAS, Boie, 1822. 

The true Egrets are Herons with pure white plumage at all 
times and with, in the breeding-season, a dorsal train of feathers 
elongate and “decomposed,’' i, e, with the barbs or rami separate 
and distant from each other so as to form the ornamental plumes 
or aigrettes from wdiich the bird’s name is derived. They aro 
slenderer birds than those forming the genus Ardea,, and have a 
smaller, more compressed bill, and a very thin neck. Though all 
very similar except in the breeding-season and only to be distin- 
guished by size, they develop in the nuptial plumage different tufts 
of ornamental tVathens, and on this account the three Indian species 
are made by Sharpe the types of as many genera. 

Key to the Sj^edes, 

a. Neither crest nor breast-plumes; tarsus 5*2 to 

8'2in H. alba, p. 385. 

h. No crest ; breast-plumes in breeding-plumage ; 

tarsus about 4*5 JET. intermedia^ p. 386. 

c. Both crest and breast-plumes in breeding- 
plumage ; tarsus about 3*76 H, garzetta, p. 387. 

All the Egrets associate together and have very similar habits. 
They haunt marshes, paddy fields, tanks, rivers, and creeks, and 
live on fish, mollusca, &c. They perch freely on trees and make 
their nests on them. The nests are of sticks, and generally many 
pairs of birds breed in company. 

1559. Herodias alba. The Large Egret, 

Ardea alba, Linn, Syst, Nat, i, p. 239 (1766). 

Ardea egretta, Bechst, Natw'g, Deutschl, iii, p. 41 (1793) ; Hume, 
iV: ^ p.%18. 

Ajrdea torra, JBuck, Ham,^ FraM. P* Z* S, 1831, p. 123; Salvadm'%, 
Aftn, Mm, Civ, Gm, (2) vii, p. 43L 
It. 
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Herodias alba, Blythy Cat, p. 279 ; Jerdoriy B, L iii, p. 744 ; Blythy 
Ibisy 1865, p. 60 ; Htwie, S, B\ i, p. 253 ; Butler y S. F, iv, p. 23 ; 
Oatesy 8. F. v, p. 167 ; Ilumcy Cat. no. 1)24 bis ; Scully y S. F, viii, 
p. 360; Lcygcy Birds Ceyl, p. 1138; Beidy S. F, x, p. 75 ; OateSy 
B. B. ii, p. 246 ; id. in Hume^s N, ^ E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 237 ; Sharpe, 
Cat. B. M. xxvi, p. 90. 

Herodias egretta, Hume, S. F. v, p. 347. 

Herodias torra, llume ^ J)av. S. F. vi, p. 472 ; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 230 ; 
Hume, Cat. no. 925 ; Sadly, S. F'. viii, p. 360; I)oiy,ih{d, p. 372 ; 
Vidaly S. F. ix, p. 88 ; Butler, ibid. p. 433 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. 
p. 379 ; Hume ^ Cripps, S. F. xi, p. 332 ; Baimes, Jour. Bom. N. 
H. Soc. yi, p. 143. 

Mallang haglay Torra-hayla, Tar-bayla, Bara-hayla, II. ; Dhar-bogla, 
Beng. ; Fedda-tella-lconga, Tel.; Mala-dzonga, Goiid ; JW/a holm, Tam. ; 
(Ceylon) ; Baddadel-koka, Cing. 

Coloration. Pure white. In the breeding-season a train of long 
ornamental feathers with fine separate and distant barbs springs 
from the back and extends 4 or 5 inches beyond the tail ; no crest 
or breast-plumes. The train is dropped after the breeding-season. 

In the breeding-season,the bill is black, orbital skin bright green, 
iris yellow, legs and feet black, soles yellowish, naked part of tibia 
bluish black. At other seasons the bill is yellow, orbital skin 
greenish yellow', tibia dull greenish {Oates). 

Dimensions vary greatly. An average specimen measures : 
length about 36, tail 5-5, wing 14*5, tarsus 6, bill from gape 5-5. 
The wing, however, varies from 13 to 17 and the tarsus from 5*25 
to 8*5 ; birds from the north, as usual, being larger than those which 
breed to the southw ard. Hume and other naturalists thought that 
two different species, a larger and a smaller, occurred in India, 
but it is impossible to distinguish them. 

Distribution. The warmer parts of Europe and Asia as far east 
as Burma, with the whole of Africa ; allied species or races replacing 
H. alba in Eastern Asia and Australia and in America. This 
Egret is found throughout India, Ceylon, and Burma. 

Habits, ^r. The I^rge Egret is rather more solitary in general 
than the smaller species, but it frequently associates with them. 
It breeds in l^orthern India and in Burma about July and August, 
but in the Carnatic and Ceylon, where the rains fall and the 
country is flooded during the north-east monsoon, all Herons 
breed from December to February. This species lays generally 3, 
occasionally 4, bluish-green eggs measuring on an average 2*11 by 
1-56. 


1560. Herodias intermedia* The Smaller Egret. 

Ardea intermedia, Wdgler, Isis, 1829, p. 659 ; Hume, N, ^ E, p. 615. 
A idea egrettoides, apud Temm. Man, a^Om, ed. 2, iv, p. 874 (1840), 
nec Gmel, 

Herodias intermedia, Blyth, Cat, p. 279 ; Stoliczka, J, A. S, J3, xli, 
pt. 2, p. 254 : Hume, S, F, i, p.258 ; Adam, ibid. p. 399 ; Httme, S, F. 
iL p. 803 ; Walden, Ibis, 1874, p. 148 ; Hume, S, F. iv, p. 28 ; 
Hume 4* jOuv, 8, F, vi, p. 476 ; Bml, 8, F. vii, p. 280 ; Hume, Cat. 
no. 926 ; Haig, 8, F, viii, p. 872 \ Eegge, Btrds Ceyl, p. 1141 ; 
Butler, 8. F, ix, p. 488 ; Beid, 8, F x,Jp. 75 ; Havukon, ibia>f. & ; 
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Oates f B. B, ii, p. 247 : id. in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 240 ; 
Barnes, Birds ^379; id. Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. vi, p. 144; 

Hume Cripps, S. P. xi, p, 333. 

Uerodias egrettoides, Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 745 ; Ball, J. A. S. B. xli, 
pt. 2, p. 289 ; id. S. F. i, p. 87 ; Fair bank, S. F. iv, p. 263. 

Mesophoyx intermedia, Sharpe, Bull. B. O. 0. iii, p. xxxviii (1894) ; 
id. Cat. B. M. xxvi, p. 85. 

Patawfkha or Patoklia hayla, Karchiu’-hagla, II. ; Puru-ivallai-koku, 
Tam. (Ceylon). 

Coloration. Pure white. In the breeding-season a long dorsal 
train is developed, reaching nearly to the ground and sometimes 
17 inches long; pectoral plumes, also decomposed, are well developed, 
but no crest. 

Bill in breeding-season black, facial skin green, iris yellow, legs 
and toes black {Oates) ; tibia yellowish brown {Legge). Out of the 
breeding-season, the bill is yellow with the tip dusky, orbital 
skin greenish yellow. 

Length about 26 ; tail 5 ; wing 12 ; tarsus 4*5 ; bill from gape 3*75. 

Distribution. Throughout India, Ceylon, and Northern Burma, 
somewhat unevenly distributed ; not recorded from Tenasserim, 
though found in the Andaman Islands, Malay Peninsula and 
Islands to Java and the Philippines, and in China and Japan. 
Allied races occur in Africa and Australia. 

Habits, This Egret breeds in Northern India in July and 
August, but in Ceylon about December. The nests are closely 
packed together and are often on trees in towns. The eggs are pale 
bluish green, four in number, and measure about 1*9 by 1*44. 

1561. Herodias garzetta. The Little Egret. 

Ardea garzetta, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 237 (1766) ; Hume, N. ^ E. 
p. 616 ; Doiy, S. F. vii, p. 467. 

Herodias garzetta, Bote, Isis, 1822, p. 559; Blyth, p. 279; 
Jerdon, B. L iii, p. 746 ; Tytler, Ibis, 1867, p. 333 ; Hume, S. P\ 
i, p. 253 ; Adam, ibid. p. 399 ; Hume, S. F. ii, p. 304 ; iii, p. 190 ; 
Butler, S. F. iv, p. 23 ; Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 476 ; B^t, S. F. 

vii, p. 230 ; Cripps, ibid. p. 307 ; Hume, Cai. no. 927 ; Scully, S. F. 

viii, p. 360 ; Doiy, ibid. p. 372 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 1144 ; Anders. 
Yunnan Exped., Aves, p, 688 ; ViM, S. F'. ix, p. 88 ; Buker, ibid. 
p. 433 ; Beid, S. F. x, p. 75 ; Davidson, ibid. p. 323 ; Hume, ibid. 
p. 416 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 248 ; id. in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. iii, 
p. 242 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 380 ; id. Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. 
vi, p. 144 ; Htime ^ Cripps, S. F. xi, p. 333. 

P Herodias immaculata, apud Blyth,J. A. S. B. xxi, p. 437 ; id. Ibisg 
1865, p. 37 ; ? nec Gould. 

? Herodias eulophotes, apud Hume, 8. F. vi, p. 478 ; id. Cat. no, 927 
bis ; Oates, B, B. ii, p, 249 ; nec Swinh. ? 

Garzetta garzetta, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxvi, p. 118. 

KUchia or Karchia bagla^H*} NeUa nucha konga, Tel.; Sudu-koka, 
Oing. 

O^Uraiion* Bure white. The dorsal plumes greatly elongated in 
the breeding-season, decomposed and turned up at the end ; pectoral 

2o2 
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feathers also lengthened and lanceolate, not decomposed, and a crest 
of two long attenuated feathers. All of these are wanting at other 
times. 

Bill black at all seasons, base of lower mandible yellowish ; facial 
skin greenish yellow ; iris yellow ; tarsus black, toes mixed yellow- 
ish and black {Oaies ) ; toes yellow or greenish yellow {Jerdon), 
Length about 25 ; tail 3*75 ; w ing 1 1 : tarsus 4 ; bill from gape 4. 



Fig. 91.— Head of H. garzetfa. 


Distribution. Southern Europe, the whole of Africa and Southern 
Asia to China and Japan, the Malay Archipelago and Australia 
being inhabited by a doubtfully separable form. Common through- 
out India, Ceylon, and Burma. 

Habits, The Little Egret breeds at the snme time and in 
the same manner as the other species, and in company with them. 
Its eggs are more numerous, frequently 5 or 6 in a nest, they are 
smaller and measure 1*73 by 1*32. 

I have examined the skin from Amherst near Moulmein referred 
to H. euhphotes by Hume. It is certainly not Lejyterodius sacer 
(with which H. eidophotes, Swinhoe, is identified, rightly I believe, 
by Sharpe). It is probably an abnormally small specimen of H. gar^ 
zetta, having a tarsus only 3*1 in. long. 77. nigripes, Temm. (TT. 
immaculata, Gou\A), inhabiting the Malay Archipelago and Australia, 
has been separated from 77. garzetta for various reasons, none of 
which, so far as I can ascertain, are valid. 

Genus BUBULCUS, Bonap., 1854. 

This is distinguished from Herodias by shorter bill and feet, by 
the nude portion of the tibia being shorter than the inner toe 
without claw, and by the changes in the breeding-season being 
quite different. The culmen is much shorter than the middle toe 
and claw, and these are shorter than the tarsus. In non-breeding 
plumage birds of this genus are pure white, but in the breeding- 
season buff hair-like plumes appear on the head, neck, and back. 
The habits of the present genus differ greatly from those oiHerodias^ 

Only two species are known ; they inhabit the warmer parts* 
of Europe and Asia, and the whole of Africa. One spedes is* 
Indian. 
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1562. Bubulcus coromandus. The Cattle Egret. 

Oancroma coromanda, Bodd. TahL PI Enl. p. 54 (1783), 

Herodias bubulcus, apud Blytk, Cat p. 280 ; Irby, Ibis, 1861, p. 246 ; 
nec Ardea bubulcus, Aud, 

Buphus coromandus, Jevdon, B. I. iii, p. 749 ; Stoliczka, J, A, S. B. 
xli, pt. 2, p. 254; Butler, S. F, iv, p. 23; Fairhank, ibid. p. 263 ; 
Hwne ^ Vai). S. F. vi, p. 481 ; Ball, 8. F. vii, p. 230. 

Bubulcus coromandus, Hume, 8. F. i, p. 256 ; Adam, ibid. p. 399 ; 
Hume, 8. F. ii, p. 309 ; Ball, ibid. p. 434 ; Armstrong, 8. F. iv, 
p. 349 ; Cripps, 8. I . vii, p. 307 ; Hume, Cat. no. 929 ; 8cully, 
8. F. vin, p. 361 ; Doty, ibid. p. 372 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 1147 ; 
Vidal, 8. F. ix, p. 89 ; Butler, ibid. p. 434 ; Meid, 8. F. x, p. 76 ; 
Davidson, ibid. p. 323; Hume, ibid. p. 416; Oates, B. B. ii, 
p, 261 ; id. in llumds N. <}(* F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 247; Barnes, 
Birds Bom. p. 381 ; id. Jour. Bom. N. II. 8oc. vi, p. 145 ; Hume, 
8. F. xi, p. 833 ; 8harpe, Cat. B. M. xxvi, p. 217. 

? Herodias melanopus, apud Oates, 8. F. iii, p. 190. 

? Ardea bubulcus, apud 8t. John, Ibis, 1889, p. 178, nec Aud. 

8urkh{a-bagla, Badami-hagla, Doria-bagla, H. ; Gai-hogla, H. & Beng*, ; 
Bamti'-tonga, Tel. ; Huai koku, Tam. (Ceylon) ; Gehri-koka, Oinghalese. 



Coloration, In winter or when not breeding pure white. In 
breeding-plumage the head, neck, and long dorsal plumes are 
orange-buff, the latter varying to pinkish or brownish buff ; chin 
.and fore part of neck white ; the dorsal plumes decomposed and 
scarcely extending or not extending beyond the tail. 

Bill, loral skin, and eyelids yellow; loral skin tinged with 
greenish; iris pale golden yellow ; tarsi and feet black, tibia yellow, 
soles greenish yellow {Legge), 

Length 20 ; tail 3*75 ; wing 10 ; tarsus 3*5 ; bill from gape 3. 

Distribution, India, Ceylon, and Burma ; South-eastern Asia, 
.and the islands as far as Corea, the Philippines, and the Moluccas. 

Habits, <^c. Common and resident throughout the better 
watered parts of the Empire, but far less commonly seen about 
swamps than other Herons. This Egret is a constant attendant 
on cattle, either oxen or buffaloes, frequently perching on their 
backs, and feeding mainly on the insects that are attracted 
by cattle and on grasshoppers. Vast numbers of this species 
breed together, often in company with Egrets, Pond Herons, 
; they make the usual nest of sticks in trees, and lay 3 to 5 
very pale greenish eggs, measuring about 1‘71 by 1*32. The 
lwP 0 eding- 8 eason is from June to August in most parts of India, 
tbui in the Carnatic in November and December* 
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Genus LEPTERODIUS, Hemp. & Ehr., 1832. 

This genus is very much like Herodias, and is distinguished by 
having the dorsal train comparatively short, composed of lanceolate 
feathers, not of plumes with the barbs widely separate, by the 
pectoral plumes also being lanceolate, by these ornamental feathers 
not being assumed at the breeding-season only, but being found on 
adults throughout the year, by the nude portion of the tibia being 
less than half its length, and by coloration. As a rule, the 
species of this genus are of a nearly uniform dark grey or slaty 
tint, with the remarkable peculiarity that certain individuals are 
pure white at all times. The difPerence does not always, as was 
formerly supposed, depend on age, for many white birds are 
clearly adults ; but some young white birds of L, asha, kept by 
Mr. Gumming in the Persian Gulf, changed to grey between the 
fifth and eighth month. 

The members of this genus, three in number, of which two 
occur within Indian limits, inhabit the sea-coasts of Africa, 
Southern Asia, Australia, and the Pacific Islands. 

Key to the Species* 

a* Naked tihia longer than inner toe without claw; 
whole chin and throat white in dark birds ; crest 

of two very long feathers L. ashtty p. 390. 

h* Naked tibia shorter than inner toe ; a white streak 
in middle of chin and throat or none ; crest a short 
tuft L. sacevy p. 891. 

The members of this genus haunt the sea-coast and the mouths- 
of rivers, and rarely occur elsewhere. They may commonly be 
seen solitary on reefs of rock or coral at low tide, or on sand or 
mud, and they feed on the fish, crustacea, and mollusca there 
occurring in abundance. 

1563. Lepterodius asha. The Indian Reef-Heron* 

Ardea asha, SykeSy R* Z. S. 1832, p. 157 ; Rlythy IhiSy 1865, p. 38. 
Herodias asha, Blyth, Cat. p. 280. 

Demi-egretta asha, Jerdony B. I. iii, p. 747 : Hayes Lloyd* Ibisr 
1873, p. 418. 

Demigretta sacra, apvajt Stoltczka, J. A* 8. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 254, ne<r 
Omel* 

Ardea gularis, apud Humey N* j^. p. 617 ; Leggcy Birds CeyL 
p, 1136 : nec Bose* 

Pemiegretta gularis, apud Hume, 8. F* i, p. 254 ; iv, pp. 28, 465 ;; 
? Fairhank, 8* F. iv, p. 263 ; Butler^ 8* F. v, p. 224 ; Hume, 8, F. 
vii, p. 453 ; id* Cat* no. 928 ; Vidaly 8* F* ix, p. 89 ; Butler y ibid,. 

L 434 ; Bamesy Birds Bom* p. 3^; Oates in HumRs N, ^ H 
I ed. iii, p. 2M. 

Lepterodius asha, Sharpe, Cat, B* M* xxvi, p. 116. 

The AsKg Egret, Jerdon ; Kala hagla, H. 

Cohratibn. As a rule, bluish slaty ; the chin, throat, and lower 
dieeks, almost to the gape, white ; the long lanceolate plumdr of 



LEPimoDirs. 391 

the scapulars, interscapulars, and upper breast, and the two long: 
narrow feathers of the crest ashy grey. 

Many birds, however, both old and young, are pure white 
throughout. Birds of the year (if not white) are ashy grey, and 
have no ornamental plumes. Young birds are often particoloured,, 
and a few instances have been observed of slaty-blue adults with 
some of the quills and wing-coverts white. The African L, gularisy 
with which the prescrd species w^as for a long time supposed to be 
identical, is quite distinct, being darker coloured, wdth a very 
different crest of several comparatively short plumes. 

Bill brownish yellow, yellowish at the tip, culrnen betw^een 
nostrils dark brown, gape greenish ; irides golden yellow^ ; tibia 
and just below the knee browni ; tarsus green, paling to greenish 
yellow at the tips of the ioe^iLegge), Coloration, especially of 
legs, very variable. 

Length of male about 20 ; tail 3’75 ; wing 10*5 ; tarsus 4; bill 
from gape 4*5. Females rather less. 

DistAlmtion. Shores of the Indian Ocean from the Persian Gulf 
(Muscat, Fao) to Ceylon and the Laccadives. Individual birds 
may occasionally occur inland, but as a rule this species does not 
leave the sea-coast or the tidal estuaries and backwaters at any 
time. 

Habits^ This Beef-Heron breeds generally in May, making 
the usual nest of sticks on mangrove or other trees near the^ 
shore, but nests, made on the ground, have been found on barren 
uninhabited islands. The eggs are pale sea-green, 3 to 5 in 
number, and measure about 1*85 by 1*35. 

1564. Lepterodius sacer. The Eastern Reef-IIeron. 

Ardea sacra, Gniel. Sgst. Nat. i, p. 640 (1788); Hume^ N. E. 

p. 018. 

Ardea jugularis, Forst.f Wagler, Sgst. Av. Ardea, no. 18 (1827) ; 
Pelzelrif Nouara lleisey Vbg. p. 118. 

Herodias jugularis, Blyth, Vat. p. 280. 

Demigretta concolor, Blyth, J. A. S, B. xv, p. 372 (1840); Ball, 
J. A, S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 243. 

? Herodias eulophotes, Stvinkoe, Ibis, 1860, p. 64 ; Blyth, Birds Burm.. 
p. 159. 

Herodias adamaneiisis, Tytler, Beamn, Ibis, 1867, p. 333. 

Herodias concolor, Blyth^ Ibis, 1868, p. 133; Ball^ J. A, 8, J5, xli^ 
pt. 2, p. 289 ; id. 8. F. i, p. 87 ; JUyth, Birds Burnt, p. 160. 

Demiegretta sacra, Walden, Ibis, 1873, p. 318; Hume, 8. F. ii,. 
p. 304 ; Hume ^ Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 481 ; Hume, Cat. no. 928 bis j 
Oates, B. B. ii, p. 250 ; id. in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 246 f 
8harpe, Cat. B. M, xxvi, p. 137, 

Bemiegretta greyi, Hume, 8. F. i, p. 807 (1873). 

Coloration, as a rule, dark slaty grey, less bine than in L. asha,^ with 
a white streak down the middle of the chin and throat ; this streak is- 
not uncommonly represented by a few white feathers or wanting 
altogether. There is a broad full nuchal cresr, about an iuchi 
loug, of ordinary feathers ; a dorsal train of lanceolate feathers^ 
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slightly disintegrated, extending nearly to the end of the tail, and 
lanceolate pectoral plumes. 

As in X. asha^ some birds of all ages are white throughout, the 
adults with crests and pectoral plumes, and with the feathers of 
the dorsal train sometimes extending beyond the tail. Nestlings 
vary, being white, grey, or pied. 

Soft parts very variable. Bill brown, yellowish on lower man- 
dible, sometimes, in white individuals, yellow' throughout ; irides 
yellow; legs and feet dark green, varying to paler green or to 
black. 



Fig. 93. — Head of L. aacer, 


Length about 22; tail 3*7; wing 10*75 (9*62-11*75); tarsus 
2*9 ; bill from gape 3'8. 

Distribution, The whole Burmese coast, the reefs and shores of 
the Andamans and Nicobars, the coasts of the Malay Peninsula 
and Archipelago to China and Japan in one direction, and to Aus- 
tralia and the islands of the Pacific in another. 

Habits,^ Very similar to those of L, asha. Eggs taken in 
Arrakan and the Andaman Islands from April to June do not 
exceed three in number in each nest; they are pale sea-green in 
colour, and measure about 1*7 by 1*3. The nests were, as usual, 
■of sticks. 


Genus ABDEOLA, Boie, 1822. 

The Pond Herons, or, as they are often called by British orni- 
thologists, Squajco Herons, are smaller than the true Herons and 
Egrets, and are somewhan intermediate in plumage between Egrets 
and Herons. The head, neck, and back are always coloured, but 
undergo a complete change of colour in the breeding-season ; the 
posterior half of the body, with the wings and tail, is white. The 
species are scarcely distinguishable in non-breeding plumage, 
though differing widely in their nuptial garb. 

The feathers of the neck, back, and upper breast* are elongate, 
and those of the last two decomposed in breeding-plumage ; a crest 
of elongate lanceolate feathers is only developed in the breeding- 
season* Both the neck and tarsi are shorter than in typical 
Herons; the bill is stout, the culmen about equal to the middle 
ioe and claw or to the tarsus ; wings ample ; tail short, of 12 
feathers* 

Four or five species are known, inhabiting the warmer part# of 
the Old World ; of these two occur within our area. 
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Key to the Species, 

a. Wing about 8 in. ; head and neck in breeding- 

plumage brownish A, grayi^ p. 393. 

h. Wing about 9 in. ; head and neck in breeding- 

plumage chestnut A. bacchtiSy p. 394. 

1 5G5. Ardeola grayi. The Pond Heron, 

Ardea grayii, Sykes^ F. Z, S, 1832, p. 153 ; Gray in Hardiv, IlL Ind, 
Zool. ii, pi. 48. 

Ardeola leucoptera, apud Blyth, Cat, p. 281 ; id, IbiSy 1865, p. 38 ; 

1867, p. 172; JerdoUy B, 1. iii, p. 751 ; ne,c Bodd. 

Ardeola grayi, Iftmiej N. ^ JE, p. 619 ; id. S. F. i, p. 256 ; Adam, 
ibid, p. 390 ; HumCy S, ii, p. 309 ; Butler y S. F, iv, p. 23 ; Arm- 
strcnyy ibid. p. 350 ; llu7ney ibid. p. 467 ; Hume ^ Dan, S. F. vi, 
p. 481 ; HuinCy S. vii, p. 39 ; Bally ibid, p. 230 ; CrippSy ibid. 
p. 308; Hunwy Cat. no. 930; Scully y S. F. viii, p. 361; Doigyibid. 
p. 372; LeggCy Birds Ceyl. p. 1150; Vid(dy S. i^!ix,p. 90; Butlery 
ibid. p. 434 ; Bai'nes, ibid. p. 460 ; lieid, S. F. x, p. 76 ; Davisony 
ibid. p. 416; OateSj B. B, ii, p. 252 ; BarneSy Birds Bom. p. 381; 
Humcy S. Jb\ xi, p. 334 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. iii, 
p. 248 ; BarneSy Jour. Bom. N. II. Soc. i,p. 60 ; vi, p. 146 ; Munuy 
IbiSy 1894, p. 69; Sharpe y Cat. B. M. xxvi, p. 207. 

Baglay Andha-baglay Chama-baglay Kanuhaglay H. ; Khonch-boglUy 
II. & B. ; Ital-puchukcy Gond ; KokkUy Tam.; Gudi kongUy Tel. ; Kana 
kokoy Cing. ; Ilbyein-ouky Barm. 

Coloration. In the breeding-season the head and neck are light 
yellowish brown, the crown browner ; chin and throat white ; long 
pointed lanceolate feathers, forming an occipital crest, also white ; 
feathers of upper breast long, somewhat disintegrated, ashy brown, 
with narrow whitish streaks; back and inner scapulars very long, 
decomposed, deep maroon, blackish or dark slaty towards the ends ; 
outer scapulars brownish buff ; remainder of body, wings, and tail 
white, tips of first primaries tinged brownish. 

In non-breeding dress the head and neck are dark brown, 
streaked with pale yellowish buff, crown darker ; fore neck paler, 
Bnd with the buff predominating ; chin and throat white ; upper 
breast white, streaked wuth brown ; back, scapulars, and tertiaries 
Bshy brown, with pale yellowish shaft-stripes on the scapulars ; 
rest of plumage white. 

Bill blue at the base, yellowish in the middle and edges, and 
black at the tip ; orbits greenish yellow ; irides bright yellow' ; 
J6g8 and feet dull green {Jerdon), 

Length 18 ; tail 3 ; wing 8 ; tarsus 2*25 ; bill from gape 3, 

Bistrihution, Throughout India, Ceylon, and Burma, extending 
west to the Persian Gulf and south-east to the Malay Peninsula. 
Also found in the Andaman, Nicobar, and Laccadive Islands. 

IlabitSj A common and familiar bird, often found about 
paddy-fields, ditches, village tanks, and similar places, not easily 
seen when sitting, and making a startling display of its white 
wings, body, and tail when it flies up, often close by the intruder, 
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with a guttural croak. The native names in several languages- 
mean Blind Heron. It feeds chiefly on frogs and crabs, occa- 
sionally on fish, insects, &c., and is highly esteemed as food by 
many of the inhabitants of India. It breeds in different parts of 
the country from May to September, but in the Carnatic about 
December, makes a stick nest on a tree, several pairs often 
nesting in company, and lays from four to six greenish-blue eggs, 
measuring, on an average, 1*48 by 1*17. 

156G. Ardeola bacchus. The Chinese Pond-JIeron, 

Buphus bacchus, lionap. Cojisp. Av. ii, p. 127 (18o5). 

Ardeola prasinosceles, Swinh. IhiSy 1800, p. 04 ; Hmue, S, F. ii,- 
p. 483 ; Waldon in BlytICs Birds Burm. p. ] 60 ; Kume Dav. 
S. jP. vi, p. 481 ; Anderson^ Yunnan Fiped., Aves, p. 089 ; HumCj 
Cat. no. iteO bis ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 203. 

Ardeola leucoptera, apud Hume, S. F. xi, p. 334, nec Bodd. 

Ardeola bacchus, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxvi, p. 211. 



Fig. 94. — Head of A. bacchus (winter plumage). 

Coloration, In breeding-plumage the chin and throat are white ; 
remainder of head and neck, with long lanceolate nuchal crest, 
dark chestnut; elongate breast-plumes the same, but blackish 
towards the ends ; back and some of the scapulars blackish slaty ^ 
remainder of body, wings and tail white, outer two or three 
primaries brow nish at the tip. 

Winter plumage similar to that of A. grayi. 

Bill yellow in middle, black on terminal inch, bluish at base 
bare orbital skin greenish yellow ; irides golden yellow; tarsi and 
toes pale yellowish green ; soles and tibia) pale yellow. 

Length 21 ; tail 2*3 ; wing 9 ; tarsus 2*3 ; bill from gape 3*1. 

Distribution, Japan, China, Burma, Malay Peninsula, and Borneo. 
Pound together with A, grayi in Manipur, Karennee, and TenaS" 
serim, also in the Andaman Islands. 

Genus BUTOEIDES, Blyth, 1849. 

With this genus we pass to the crepuscular and nocturnal 
Herons, leading to the Bitterns. Butorides is distinguished from 
Ardeola by having no separate nuptial plumage, by being dark- 
coloured throughout, by having the tibia feathered to within a 
short distance (half an inch in the Indian species) of the jpint, 
and especially by having a shorter tarsus and smaller feet, the 
middle toe and claw being about equal to the tarsus, but mooh 
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shorter than the cu linen. The head is crested ; scapulars and inter- 
scapulars elongate and lanceolate, not disintegrated. Eectrices 12^ 
Six species are known, with a wide range in Asia, Africa, and 
America ; only one occurs in India. 

1567. Butorides javanica. The Little Oreen Heron. 

Ardea javanica, Ilorsf. Tr. Linn. Soc. xiii, p. 190 (1821) j Sykesy 
P. Z. S. 1832, p. 158. 

Egretta chloriceps vel virescens, Hodgs. in Gray's Zool. Misc. p. 86 
(1844), descr. nulla. 

Butorides javanica, Blyth^ Cat. p. 281 ; Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 752 ; 
Blythy I'bisy 1867, p. i73; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix. pt. 2^ 
p. 274 ; xlv, pt. 2, p. 85 ; Btoliczkay J. A. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 254 ; 
Bally ibid. p. 290 ; id. S. F. i, p. 88 ; Humcy N. F. p. 620 ; id, 
S. F. i, p. 256; Ada^n, ibid, p, 399; IValdeUy Ibis, 1873, p. 321; 
Hume, B. F. ii, p. 310; Butler, S. F. iv, p. 24; Fairhank, ibid. 
p. 263 ; BourdiUon, ibid. p. 405 ; Hume, ibid. p. 467 ; Anders. 
Yunnan Exped,, A ves, p. 689 ; Hume Dav. B. F. vi, p. 483 ; 
Butler, B. F. vii, pp. 189, 191; Ball, ibid. p. 230; Cripps, ibid. 
p. 308 ; Hume, Cat. no. 931 ; id. B. F. viii, p. 410 ; Leyge, Birds 
Ceyl. p. 1153 ; Vidal, B. F. ix, p. 90 ; Butler, ibid. p. 434 ; David- 
son, B. F. X, ]). 324 ; Davison, ibid. p. 416 ; Beid, ibid, p. 453 ; 
Oates, B. B. ii, p. 254 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 382 ; Hume, S. F. 
xi, p. 334 ; Oates in Hume's N. 4* E. 2nd eel. iii, p. 249 ; Barnes y 
Jour. Bom. N. H. Boc. vi, p. 146 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxvi, p. 177. 
Butorides spodiogaster (subsp.), Sharpe, Bull, B. O. C. iii, j>- 
(1894) ; 'll. Cat. B. M. xxvi, p. 182, pi. ii. 

Kancha bag la, H. ; Kana bogla, Beng. ; Ung Fa~o nang, Lepcha 
Dost honga, Tel. ; Doshi koku, Tam. 



Coloration. Forehead, crown down to the eyes, and long occipital 
crest black glossed with dark green ; a short black line runnings 
back from the lower part of the orbit, area between this and the 
black cap whitish ; chin, throat, and a streak bordering the lower 
mandible white ; rest of head and neck ashy grey except a broken 
white band more or less streaked with brown down the fore neck 'y 
$capular8 and interscapulars glossy brohEe-green, the long ends of 
the feathers ashy grey with whitish shafts ; rump dark grey washed 
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with green ; wing-coverts dark glossy green, narrowly margined 
on the outer side with pale buff ; quills black, more or less glossed 
with green, and with traces of whitish edges and tips ; upper tail- 
coverts and tail black with a green gloss, lower parts ashy grey. 
Hume points out that very old birds lose the white band on the 
fore neck, the whitish patch behind the eye, and the buff margins 
to the wing-coverts, whilst the lower parts are reddish, abdomen 
chocolate-brown. 

Young birds have the crown dark brown or black with some 
whitish shaft-stripes ; upper parts, wings, and tail brown, the 
feathers with triangular buff terminal spots ; lower parts white, 
streaked with brown. 

Bill black above, greenish yellow’ below ; facial skin green ; 
irides yellow^ ; legs and toes green, front of tarsus and toes dusky, 
.soles orange (Oates). 

Length about 18; tail 2*5; wing 7; tarsus 1*9; bill from 
gape 3. 

Distribution. Throughout the greater part of the Oriental Region, 
with the Mascarene Islands. This bird occurs in most parts of 
India, Ceylon, and Burma, except in dry or treeless regions and 
the higher Himalayas. 

The race inhabiting the Andamans and Nicobars is distinguished 
as a subspecies by Sharpe under the name of B. spodiogaster, on 
account of its darker grey coloration, especially on the under 
surface. 

Habits^ During the daytime this little Heron conceals itself 
in bushes and trees by the side of w^ooded streams, rivers, and 
canals, or iu mangroves on the banks of creeks, and issues at dusk 
to look for crabs, frogs, small fish, &c. It is less nocturnal than 
the Bitterns, and ma}^ occasionally be seen fishing in the daytime 
in shady places. It is resident, and breeds in most parts of India 
between Slay and August, laying from three to five pale sea-green 
eggs in a small stick nest on a tree. The eggs measure about 
1*02 by 1*21. 


Genus NYCTICORAX, Eafin., 1816. 

This genus contains the Night Herons, which are easily dis- 
tinguished from all other Indian Herons by their stouter and 
deeper bill, much compressed, with the culmen considerably 
curved ; upper mandible distinctly notched near the tip. The neck 
is short and thick ; the head is crested, with a few very narrow 
elongate feathers from the nape; wings rounded ; tail short; 12 
rectrices ; only a small portion of the tibia is bare, tarsus re- 
ticulated. 

In the British Museum Catalogue eight species are described, 
rangiiig over the warm and temperate parts of the world ; one is 
Indian. 



NYCnCOBAX. 


397 


1568. Nycticorax griseus. The Night Heron. 

Ardea nycticorax & A.grbea, X. Syst. Nat, i, pp. 239 (1766). 
Nycticorax griseas, Blyth, J, A. S. B. xv, p. 373; id. Cat. p. 281 ; 
Jerdoriy B. I. iii, ]). 758 ; Hume Henders. Lah. to Yark. p. 296 ; 
Ball, S. F. ii, p, 435 ; Butler, S. F. iv, p. 24 ; Oates, S. F. 
p. 1(58; Anders. Yunnan Erped., Aves, p. 690; Hume ^ Bav. 
S. F. vi, p. 484; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 231 ; CriiV)s, ibid. ip. 309: 
Hume, Cat. no. 937 ; Scully^ jS. F. viii, p. 361 ; Leyye, Birds Ceyl. 
p. 1165 ; Vidal, S. F. ix, p. 91 ; Butler, ibid. p. 435 ; Biddulph, 
Ibis, 1881, p. 99; Sndly, ibid. p. 592; Beid, S. F. x, p. 76; 
Davidson, ibid. p. 324 ; Davison, ibid. p. 417 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. 
p. 387 ; id. Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. vi, p. 149. 

Nyctiardea nycticorax, Stoliczka, J. A. S. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 254 ; Hume, 
N. ^ E. p. 624 ; id. B. F.^ i, p. 256; ii, pp. 315, 483 ; iii, p. 192 ; 
Armstrong, S. F. iv, p. 350 ; Oates, B. li. ii, p. 259 ; id. in Hume's 
N. 4* E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 258. 

Nycticorax nycticorax, Shaipe, Cat. B. M. xxvi, p. 146. 

Wdk, Kwdk, Tar hayla, Kokrai, H. ; Gadri, 8ind ; Koioa dauk, 
Batchka, Beng. ; Chinta wakha, Tel. ; Sannari, Tam. (Ceylon) ; Bx^ kana 
koka, Cing. ; Lin-ivet, Bunn. 



Fig. 96. — Head of JV. griseus. 

Coloration. Crown and nape (the feathers of which are con- 
siderably lengthened), back, and scapulars black, glossed with 
metallic green ; a few narrow white feathers of great length from 
the nape ; forehead, a streak over the eye, cheeks, chin, throat, 
fore neck, breast, and abdomen white ; sides and back of neck, 
sides of body, wings, rump, and tail light ashy with a pinkish 
tinge, darkest on tertiaries. 

Young birds are brown above, darkest on the crown, streaked 
with buff shaft-stripes, and with triangular buff tips to the back- 
feathers and wing-coverts ; lower plumage white streaked with 
brown, quills and tail-feathers ashy brown with white tips. 

Bill black, yellowish at the base, lores and orbits yellowish 

C n, irides blood-red, feet yellowish green {Jerdon ) ; in the 
ding-season the bill is black, eyelids and facial skin dull livid,. 
l6g» and toes pale rufous (OaUs), 
iDength 23 ; tail 4 ; wing 11*5 ; tarsus 3 ; biU from gape 3*8^ 
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Distribution, Central and Southern Europe and Asia, the whole 
of Africa, and the greater part of North America with the West 
Indies. The Night Heron is found throughout India, Ceylon, and 
Burma, locally distributed in the better-watered tracts. 

Habits, This Heron passes the day in large trees such as 
mangoes or tamarinds, or in palms, considerable numbers often 
associating together. After sunset they fly ofp to feed on fish, 
frogs, &c. Their fliglit is heavy, and they often, when flying, utter 
a characteristic cry, something like qivdl ; from this call one name 
by which they are widely known in India is taken. These Herons 
breed, often in company with other species of Herons, Egrets, &c., 
in trees, especially those standing in swamps, or sometimes in high 
reeds or grass ; they make the usual stick nests, and lay four or five 
j)ale sea-green eggs that measure about 1*92 by 1‘35. The usual 
breeding- season in India and Burma is July and August, but in 
Kashmir it is earlier, April and May, and in Ceylon earlier still, 
Bbout March. 


Genus GORSACHIUS, Bonap., 1855. 

Bill stout and short, culmen shorter than middle toe and claw, 
which measure considerably less than the tarsus ; groove on upper 
mandible large and deep ; nostrils large and open. Eeet small ; 
hind toe long; toes bordered by a narrow membmne ; tarsus 
reticulated. Neck short and densely feathered ; head crested ; 
tail short, of 12 feathers. 

Two species are known, both from the Oriental Eegion ; one is 
Indian. 

15G9. Gorsachius melanolophus. The Malay Bittern, 

Ardea melanolopba, Baffles, Tr, Linn. Soc. xiii, p. 326 (1822). 

Tigrisoma melanolopba, Blyth, Cat, p. 281 ; Layard, A, M. N. H* 
(2) xiv, 1 ). 114. 

Gorsachius melanolophus, Blyth, Ibis, 1805, p. 38; Holdmoorth, 
P, Z, S, 1872, p. 478 ; Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 160 ; Hume ^ Dav, 
S, F. vi, p. 4^ ; Godiv.-Aust, J, A. S. B, xfvii, pt. 2, p. 21 ; Legge, 
Birds Ceyl. p. 1169 ; Oates, B. B, ii, p. 260; Sharpe, Cat, B. M, 
XX vi, p. 166. 

Gorsakius melanolophus, Hume, S. F. ii, p. 812; Bourdillon, S, F, 
vii, p. 524; Hume, Cat, no. 936 bis; id, S, F. ix, p. 230; 
Hume ^ Inglis, ibid, p. 259 ; Butler, ibid, p. 435 ; Barnes, Birds 
Bom. p. 386 ; Hume Cripps, S. F, xi, p. 336 ; Davidson, Jour, 
Bom. N, H. Soc. vi, p. 340. 

Coloration, In adults the crown and long nuchal crest are 
black, washed with ashy grey ; sides of head to above the eyes, 
.and sides and back of neck light chestnut ; upper parts generally, 
including wing-coverts, cinnamon speckled with bla^, the black 
forming close imperfect wavy bars ; outer primary-coverts black, 
tipped with white ; quills black, chestnut towards the ends and 
tipped with white; upper tail-coverts dark rufous-brown; tail 
blackish, rufescent towards the end ; chin and throat white ; fore 
meek and upper breast isabelline brown with Uaok streak passing 
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into white, with black and rufous spots and blotches, on the lower 
breast and abdomen ; lower tail-coverts mostly white. 

Young birds have a black crown with white or buff arrowhead- 
shaped markings ; upper parts blackish brown with narrow wavy 
and zigzag buff crossbars ; quills black, speckled with white at the 
tips ; lower parts rufous-buff, speckled and blotched with white 
nnd black, chin mostly white. There appears to be a gradual 
passage into the adult plumage. 



Fig. 97. — Head of G. melanolophus. 


Culmen black ; sides of upper mandible and the lower mandible 
fleshy ; sides of face greenish and slaty ; irides golden yellow ; 
legs and feet greenish, brown in front {Leyge), 

Length 20 ; tail 3*8 ; wing 10*5 ; tarsus 2’75 ; bill from 
gape 2*5. 

Distribution. A rare bird in Ceylon and in the hill-forests near 
the Malabar coast of India as far north as the hills west of 
Belgaum. It is not known to occur elsewhere in the Indian 
Peninsula, but is found in Assam, Cachar, Manipur, Arrakan, 
Pegu, Tenasserim, the Nicobar Islands, the Malay Peninsula, and 
AS far east as Formosa and Hainan, the Philippines, and Borneo. 

Habits, ^c. This Heron occurs chiefly in forests, aud is said to 
be a seasonal migrant to Ceylon, arriving about November, but if 
so, it probably comes from India, not, as some ornithologists have 
supposed, from the eastward. It breeds on the Malabar coast, 
for Davidson, when in Kanara, obtained the young unable to fly ; 
the nidification is, however, unknown. It is a bird of nocturnal 
habits, roosting on trees in the day, and feeding at night on fish, 
crabs, worms, &c. 


Genus AEDETTA, Gray, 1842. 

Bill straight, slight, culmen flat at the base; groove on each 
eide of the upper mandible broad and shallow; neck and legs 
rather short, the back of the neck bare, but covered over by 
lengthened feathers from the sides. Head with ,a short crest. 
Sca^phlars and back-feathers normal, but the feathers of the upper 
breast nauch lengthened and concealing the lower breast, though 
not forming ornamental plumes* 
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Sexes different in plumage. Only 10 tail-feathers. This is a 
remarkable genus of small Bitterns, none of the ten species 
enumerated in Sharpe’s Catalogue having a wing more than six 
inches long. The genus is found in most parts of the world ; 
three species are Indian. 


Key to the Species. 

a. Tibia feathered to tibio-tarsal joint. 

a', (^ulmen about equal to mid-t(je and claw . A. minufa, p. 400. 

b\ Culmen longer than mid-toe and claw . ^4. p. 401. 

b. Tibia naked for some distance above joint . . A. chinmtiomcay p. 402. 

The habits of all species of Ardetta are very similar. They hide 
in thick grass or reeds in marsh, dense swampy thickets, or high 
rice during the day, and can only be driven out by close beating ; 
hence they are seldom seen. They climb about amongst bushes- 
or thick reeds just as Purple Moorhens do, or like huge Grass- 
Warblers. They go out at dusk to feed at night on tish, frogs, 
water-insects, and worms, and about the sea-coast on crabs and 
other Crustacea. Some species occasionally feed during daylight. 

The nest is a pad of grass or rush built on reeds with the tops 
bent down, or sometimes in a bush, or more frequently in a 
tussock of grass or a clump of reeds or bulrushes just above the- 
w^ater. 

1570. Ardetta minuta. The Little Bittern. 

Ardea minuta, Linn, Syst. Nat. i, p. 240 (1706). 

Ardetta minuta, Blyth, Cat. p. 2S0; Adams, P. Z. S. 1858, p. 508,* 
Jerdon, B. p. 756; Hume ^ Jlenders. Lah, to Yark. p. 296 ; 
Hume, S. F. i, ]). 256 ; id. N. ^ E. p. 624 ; id. Cat. no. 965 ; Boig, 
S. F, viii, ])p. 676, 679; Scully, Ibis, 1881, p. 592; Biddulph, Ibis, 
1882, p. 289 ; St. John, Ibis, 1889, p. 178 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. 
p. 385; Oates in Humes N. E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 257 ; Sharpe, Cat, 
B. M. xxvi, p. 222. 

Coloration. Male. Forehead and crown, back, scapulars, ter- 
tiaries, rump, and tail black, with bronze-green gloss ; sides of 
head, including feathers above orbits, greyish or pinkish buff; hind 
neck bare, rest of neck greyish and isabelline behind, and yellowish 
in front and on the throat, sides of throat white; smaller and 
median wing-coverts ochreous buff, the latter paler and passing 
into very pale lavender-grey on the greater coverts ; primary- 
coverts, primaries, and secondaries blackish brown ; upper breast 
yellowish buff, the feathers greatly lengthened so as to cover those 
of the lower breast, which are black with buff margins ; upper 
abdomen buff, passing into the white of the lower abdomen and 
lower tail-coverts ; flanks with narrow brown shaft-lines. 

Females differ in having the neck more rufous along the sides of 
the hind neck ; back and scapulars brown, with buff edges to the 
feathers ; wing-coverts more isabelline than in males ; fore neck 
and upper breast streaked with dusky, and the lower breast and 
abdomen and flauks with broad blackish sbaft^stripes. 

Toung birds resemble females, but have the upper surface 
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tncluding the wing-coverts dark brown, with buff edges to the 
feathers, and the lower surface streaked with dark brown 
throughout. 

Bill purplish yellow; legs greenish yellow; irides orange- 
yellow Bill pale grey, dusky along culmen; orbital skin 

pale green ; irides bright pale yellow ; feet green, claws black 

Len^h about 14; tail 2; wing 5*75; tarsus 1*7; bill from 
gape 2*6. 

Distribution, Europe south of lat. 60°, Africa in winter, and 
Central Asia as far east as Northern India. This Bittern is 
common in Kashmir, where it breeds, and is found throughout the 
Himalayas as far east as Nepal. It is also apparently a resident 
in Sind, and has been obtained near Delhi and Etavvah. 

Habits^ This Bittern breeds both in the Himalayas and in 
Sind in May and J une ; it places its nest, composed of grass and 
reeds, amongst rushes or wild rice, and lays 4 or 5 white eggs, 
measuring 1*34 by 1. 

1571. Ardetta sinensis. The Yellow Bittern, 

Ardea sinensis, Gm, Syst. Nat i, p. 642 (1788); Humcy N, ^ E. 
p. 023. 

Ardetta sinensis, Blythy Cat, p. 282 ; Jerdon, B, I, iii, p. 756 ; Godw.- 
Amt, J. A, S, B, xxxix, pt. 2, p. 274 ; Humej S, F, i, pp. 308, 422 : 
ii, p. 311 ; Butler, S, F, v, p. 216 ; iturne Dav, S. F, vi, p. 484 ; 
Oates, S, F, vii, p. 62 ; Butler, ibid, p. 177 ; Crwps, ibid, p. 308 ; 
Hume, Cat. no. 934; JDoig, S. F. viii, p. 378; Leyye, Birds Qeyl. 
p. 1156 ; Butler, S, F ix, p. 434; Oates, B. B, ii, p. 267 ; Barnes, 
Birds Bom. p. 384 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 336 ; Oates in Hume^s 
N, 4* F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 266 ; Bames, Journ, Bom. N. H. Soc, vi, 
p. 148 ; Sharpe, Cat B, M. xxvi, p. 227. 

Ardetta pulchra, Hume, S. F, i, pp. 306, 309, 422. 

Jun~bagla, H. ; Kat-bogla, Beng. ; Manual Nari, Tam. (Ceylon) ; Metti 
horowaka, Cing. 

Coloration, Male, Crown and nape black, the grey edges of the 
feathers often showing and forming streaks; sides of head and 
neck vinous, becoming deeper rufous near the back of the neck, 
and sometimes grey beside the crown ; back, scapulars, and ter- 
tiaries yellowish to greyish brown ; wing-coverts yellowish tawny 
to isahelline; primary-coverts, primaries, secondaries, and tail 
slaty black ; rump ashy grey ; chin, throat, and fore neck pale 
yellowish huff, sides of throat white ; upper breast and abdomen 
buff, lower breast-feathers blackish with buff edges, but concealed 
by the long pectoral plumes. 

Female more rufous above, crown streaked with dull rufous ; 
beak and scapulars brown or rufous brown with buff edges; a 
■dark ochreous-buff band down middle of chin and throat, breaking 
Up into streaks on the fore neck ; flanks streaked with brown* 

Toting birds are even more streaked above and below, the pale 
margins to the upper plumage are broader, and the sheaks on the 

TOL.1T, 2:o 
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lower plumage browner and darker ; the crown is brown, streaked 
with buff. 

Bill dark brown on culmen, pinkish brown below ; facial skin 
green; irides yellow; tarsus dull flesh-colour; toes and tibio- 
tarsal joint pale yellow. 

Length 15 ; tail 1*7; wing 5*25 ; tarsus 1*8 ; bill from gape 2* 75. 

Distribution. Throughout South-eastern -Asia and the Malay 
Archipelago to Japan, New Guinea, and North Australia, also in 
the Seychelles. Pound throughout India, Ceylon, and Burma, 
from Sind, where this species breeds, to Tenavsserim and the 
Andaman Islands, but rare in most parts of India and only 
recorded from a few localities. 

Eahits, Those of the genus. Nests have been taken from 
May to August in various parts of Northern India and in Pegu. 
The nest is a pad of reeds in the middle of a tussock of grass or a 
clump of rushes in a swamp ; the eggs, 3 to 5 in number, are pale 
greenish white, and measure about 1*3 to *95. 


1572. Ardetta cinnamomea. The Chestnut Bitiern, 

Ardea cinnamomea, Gin, Syst Naf. i, p. 643 (1788); Hume^ N. 4* -EV 

p, 622. 

Ardetta cinnamomea, Blyfh, Cat. p. 282; Jenlon^ B. 7, iii. p. 755; 
GodiorAust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, ]). 274; HumCy S. F. ii^ 
p. 31 1 ; Fairhankj S. F. iv, p. 263 ; Hume ^ Inylis, F. v, p. 47 ; 
OateSf ibid. p. 168; Hume $ I)at\ S. F. vi, p. 483 ; St. John, 8. F, 
vii, p. 171 ; Butler, ibid. p. 177 ; Ball, ibid. p. 231 ; Vripps, ibid, 
p. 308 ; Hurne, ibid. p. 490 ; id. Cat. no. 933 ; Doiy, S. F. viii, 
p, 372 ; Vidal, S. F. ix, p. 91 ; Butler, ibid. p. 434 ; Reid, S. F. x, 
p. 76 ; Hume, ibid, p, 417 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 25(5 ; Barnes, Birds 
Bom. p. 384 ; Hume, S. F, xi, p. 335 ; Oates in Hume's N, ^ E. 
2nd ed. iii, p. 252 ; Barnes, Journ. Bom. N. H. Soc. vi, p. 148 ; 
Sharpe, Cat. B, M. xxvi, p. 236. 

Ardeiralla cinnamomea, Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 1162. 

LdVbagla, II.; Kliyri-bogla, Beng.; Kuruttu-koku, Tam. (Ceylon); 
Meta koroxoaka, Cing. 



Fig. 98. — Head of A. cinnaTnomea. 


Coloration. Male. Whole upper surface, with sides of head,, 
wings, and tail, chestnut ; wing-coverts slightly paler ; chin, throat, 
and lower parts tawny ochreous, with a white stripe on each side 
of the throat; a more or less distinct broken brown stripe down 
middle of fore neck; lower breast-feathers, concealed by long 
bmst-plume^, blackish brown with buff edges. Some birds 
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a wash of ashy grey on the crown, and the tint of chestnut on the 
upper parts varies. 

Females are dull chestnut or brown above; crown blackish; 
wing-coverts and scapulars paler, and with traces of buff margins, 
spotted with brown ; quills chestnut, with some brown towards 
the base ; tail-feathers dull chestnut ; sides of head dull rufous ; 
lower parts yellowish tawny, streaked with dark brown ; a con- 
spicuous dark broken band down the chin, throat, and fore neck. 

Young birds resemble the female, except in having the back- 
feathers, scapulars, and wing-coverts dark brown, with margins of 
alternating buff and brown spots. 

Bill yellow ; culmen dark brown to black ; facial skin reddish 
purple in males, yellow in females ; irides yellow to pale red ; legs 
and feet yellowish green, soles yellow. 

Length 15 ; tail 1*7; wing 6 ; tarsus 2; bill from gape 2*0. 

Distrihution. China as far as the Amur, but not tlapan ; thence to 
Sind in one direction, and the Philippines and Celelt)es in another. 
This Bittern, though local, is more generally distributed in India 
and Ceylon than A, sinemis^ but is only known to be found in 
Sind, Eajpu tana, and the North-west Provinces during the monsoon. 
It is common in Lower Bengal, Assam, and Burma, and has been 
obtained in both the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

Habits^ cjT. The Chestnut Bittern breeds in Bengal, Pegu, and 
Ceylon, and probably in Sind, in June, July, and August. The 
eggs, 5 or 0 in number, are dull M’hite, sometimes with a faint 
bluish tinge, and measure about 1*28 by 1. 


Genus DUPETOR, Heine & Reichen., 1890. 

This genus is distinguished from Ardetta by its longer bill, the 
culmen considerably exceeding the middle toe with its claw m 
length, the tarsus being slightly shorter still. The back of the 
neck is less conspicuously nude. The members of the present genus 
are considerably larger birds than Ardetta^ and have very different 
plumage; but they are not, as is often stated, distinguished by 
having the tibia partly naked, for Ardetta dnnamoinea rewsembles 
them in that respect. The generic name Ardeiralla^ sometimes 
used for the Black Bittern, belongs to a very distinct form, peculiar 
to Africa. 

Four species from the Oriental and Australian regions are referred 
to the genus Duj)eior, but only one is Indian. 

1573. Bupetor flavicoUis. The Black Bittern, 

Ardea flavicollis, Lath, Ind. Om, ii, p. 701 (1790) ; Jerdon^ XU. Ind. 

Om. pi, 16; IXurne^ N. ^ E. p. 62l, 

Ardetta flavicollis, Btyth^ Cat, p. 282 ; Jerdon, B. i, iii, p. 753 ; 
Godw.^Aust. /. A. S, B, xxxix, pt. 2, p. 274 ; Mume ^ OateSf S. Fir 
iii, p, 191 ; Mume ^ I)av» F, vi, p. 4^ Cripps, 8. F. vii, p. 308 

23)2 
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Doig ^ Butler^ ibid. p. 504 ; Hume^ Cat, p. 932 ; Boig, S. F» yiii, 
376 ; Bingham^ S, F. ix, p. 198 ; Davison^ S. F. x, p. 416 ; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p, 383 ; Littledale, Jowm, Bom. N. H. 8oc. 
i, p. 200 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 335. 

Ardeiralla flavicollis, Oates, S. F v, p. 167 ; Legge, Birds Oegl. 
p. 1159; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 255; id. in Hume's N. ^ E, 2nd ed. 
lii, p. 25] . 

Dupetor flavicollis, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xxvi, p. 247. 

Kdla-bagla, H. ; NoUhogla, Beng. ; Ay-jan, Assamese ; Kami-Nari, 
Tam, (Ceylon) ; Karawal koka, Kalu koka, Cing. 

Coloration. Male. Crown and upper parts throughout, with the 
wings, dark slaty grey, sometimes almost black ; tail nearly black ; 
sides of head slaty black ; a band of ochreous yellow down each 
side of the neck ; chin and throat white with chestnut blotches, 
which become large and mixed with black on the fore neck, where 
the feathers are parti-coloured, one web generally bufEy white, the 
other partly chestnut, partly black ; breast and abdomen blackish 
slaty, with white streaks on the upper breast and whitish edges to 
the abdominal feathers. 

Females are browner. Young birds are dark brown, the feathers 
of the upper parts with buff edges, the sides of the head chestnut, 
more or less mixed with black, and the lower parts much browner 
than in adults, and with broad whitish edges to the feathers of 
the abdomen. 

Bill dusky reddish brown, lighter below; facial skin purplish 
brown ; eyelids bluish ; iris golden-brown or pale red ; legs dark 
brown {Oates ) ; irides yellow, in some with an outer circle of red 
(Jerdon). 

Length about 23 ; tail 2*7 ; wing 8 ; tarsus 2*5 ; bill from gape 4. 

Distribution. This Bittern has been found on the Eastern Nara, 
Sind, by Doig, also by the same observer near Ahmedabad, and by 
Littledale near Baroda, by Jerdon in Malabar and near Madras, 
by Davison on the Nilgiris and in the Wynaad, by Bourdillon in 
Travancore, and by several people in Ceylon. It has not been 
obtained elsewhere in India, so far as I am aware, west of Calcutta ; 
but it becomes more common in Eastern Bengal, Assam, Sylhet, 
and Burma, and ranges thence to China, the Philippines, and 
Celebes. 

Habits, ^c. The Black Bittern closely resembles the species of 
Ardetta in habits, but is more exclusively nocturnal. It is said to 
liave a deep booming call. It has been found breeding in Sind by 
Doig about June, and in Pegu by Oates in July and August; it 
makes a nest of twigs, leaves of grass or aquatic plants, generally 
on a thorny bush in a swamp, and lays four very pale green eggs, 
measuring about 1*66 by 1*26. 
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Genus BOTAURUS, Brisson, 1760. 

This genus, containing the typical Bitterns, is easily recognized 
by its comparatively short bill and large feet, and its long lax 
plumage, beautifully mottled with yellow and black. The bill is 
stout and deep at the base, much compressed, with the culmen 
considerably shorter than the tarsus, which again is much inferior 
in length to the middle toe and claw ; the nasal groove is broad ; 
the claws are long, and the tibia naked for a short distance. Tail- 
feathers 10. Sexes alike. 

, Pive species of Bitterns are widely distributed ; one is a winter 
visitor to India and Burma. 


1574. Botaurus stellaris. The Bittern. 

Ardea stellaris, Lmn. Si/st. Nat. i, p. 239 (1766). 

Botaurus stellaris, Blyth^ Cat. p. 282 ; Adaim, P. Z. S. 1858, p. 508 ; 
1869, p. 188; Irhy, Ibis, 1861, p. 246; Jcrdon^ B. I. iii, p. 757; 
Beavan, Ibisy 1868, p. 398 ; McMaster, J. A. S. B. xl, pt. 2, p. 216 ; 
Hume, N. ^ B. p. 624 ; id. B. JFl i, p. 256 ; Butler, B. F. iv, p. 24; 
V, p. 233 ; Hume, B. F'. vii, p. 490 ; inverarity , ibid, p. 526 ; Hume, 
Cat. no. 936; Butler, B. F. ix, p. 434 ; Reid, B. F. x, p. 76; Oates 
B. B. ii, p. 258 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 385 ; Bharpe, Cat. B, M. 
XX vi, p, 253. 

Nir-goung, Bdz, II. 



Fig. 99. — Head of B. stellaris. 


Coloration, Crown and nape black; upper plumage generally 
ochreous buff, with black or dark brown markings which cover the 
greater part of the back and scapulars, and become broken into 
angulate cross-bars on the wing-coverts, rump, and tail, and into 
more distant narrow angulate bars on the sides of the neck ; quills 
rather irregularly barred black and rufous ; a broad blackish stripe 
runs back From the gape ; chin and throat w^hitish, with a median 
tawny band ; rest of lower plumage yellowish buff, with brown 
mottled streaks on the fore neck, and black on the breast and 
abdomen. 


406 


ABDEIDjE, 


Bill greenish yellow; bare space before eye yellowish green; 
irides yellow; legs and feet yellowish green (Seehohm), Bill pale 
yellow below and at the edges, brown above (Jerdon). 

Length 28 ; tail 4*5 ; wing 13 ; tarsus 3*8 ; bill from gape *4* 

Distribution. The Bittern breeds in the northern part of the 
temperate zone throughout the Palaearctic region from Western 
Europe to Japan, and migrates in winter to the countries round 
the Mediterranean, to S.W. Asia, India, Burma, and China. It is 
not common in Northern India, though found so far south as the 
Deccan, Bombay, Kamptee, and even it is said Bangalore ; it is also 
rare in Pegu. It has not been observed in Southern India, Ceylon, 
or Tenasserim. Adams slates that it is resident in Kashmir, but 
this is very doubtful ; so far as is known it does not breed within 
Indian limits. 

HdbiU^ (J’c. A nocturnal bird, hiding in reeds or swampy grass 
in the daytime. When seen it generally rises with a slow, noiseless 
flight close to the person who disturbs it. It lives on fish, frogs, 
water-insects, crustaceans, and worms, but, despite its diet, I can 
from experience corroborate Jerdon's statement that it is (at all 
events at times) good to eat. Its usual note is a croak, but in the 
breeding-season it makes a loud booming sound. 



Order XXII. PHGENICOPTERI. 

Flamingoes have been classed alternately with the Ducks and 
with the Storks, but recent writers on ornithology have for the 
most part follow^ed Huxley and arranged them as an intermediate 
and independent group. 

They have a remarkable bill, covered with a soft epidermis, and 
bent downwards in the middle, the lower mandible very thick and 
practically fixed, the upper mandible much smaller and highly 
moveable ; the margins of both mandibles furnished with lamellas. 
Both the neck and legs are very long, and adapted, with the bill, 
for feeding whilst the bird stands in shallow water with the neck 
turned down and the head inverted, so that the lower mandible is 
uppermost, the lamellae at the sides of the mandibles serving to 
strain the food from water and mud as the head is moved from side 
to side. The tarsus and long bare tibia are scutellated both in front 
and behind ; the feet are short, the anterior toes fully webbed, the 
hind toe small or w^anting. 

The skull is desmognathous and holorhinal, basipterygoid pro- 
cesses are very rudimentary or wanting, nostrils pervious ; cervical 
vertebras 18 or 19. The carotids are peculiar, the right is much 
larger than the left, and the two unite at the base of the neck. 
The caeca are very large. The wing is aquiucubital ; primaries 12; 
the oil-gland tufted ; an aftershaft is present ; there are no bare 
spaces at the side of the neck, and both dorsal and ventral apteria 
are short. The ambiens muscle is present, and the femoro-caudal 
absent ; accessory femoro-caudal, semitendinosus and its accessory 
present. The deep plantar tendons unite completely, and then 
divide to supply the anterior toes, as in most birds with the 
hallux rudimentary or wanting. 

The nidification is described under P. roseus. The young are 
hatched with a straight bill; they are covei'ed with down and 
able to run. 

The order consists of a single family, and the two species found 
in India may be kept in the typical genus PJmmcopterua, Taey 
have been separatea by some writers on account of the diffexent 
form of the bill 
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Family PHGENICOPTERID^. 

Genus PHCENICOPTERUS, Linn., 1776. 

Ke if to the Species. 

a. Upper mandible convex above and overlapping 


lower ; wing 1 4-1 8 in 1\ roseitSj p. 408. 

b. Upper mandible ilattened above and included be- 
tween rami of lower ; wdng about 13 in P. minor ^ p. 410. 


1575. Phcenicopterus roseus. The Common Flamingo. 

Phoenicopterus roseus, Pall. Zoogr. Posso-Asiaf. ii, p. 207 (1811) ; 
Blyth, Cat. p, 299 ; Adams^ P. Z, S. 1858, p. 500 ; Jerdon^ B, 1. 
iii, p. 775 ; Ilume^ S. F. i, p. 257 ; Adam, ibid. p. 400 ; Butler, 
S. F. iv, p. 25 ; v, pp. 234, 287 ; ix, p. 436 ; Fairhanh, S. F. iv, 
p. 264 ; jJavkUon q Wend. S. F. vii, p. 92 ; Vidal, S, F. ix, p. 91 ; 
Begge, Birds Ceyl. p. 1092; Beid, S. F. x, p. 78; Davidson, ibid. 
p. 325; Hume, ibid. p. 513; Parker, Ibis, 1880, p. 188; Salvadori, 
Cat B. M. xxvii, p. 12 ; Baker, Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. xi, p. 2. 
Phcenicopterus antiquorum, Temni. Man. d'Orn. ed. 2, ii, p. 587 
(1820) ; Lloyd, Ibis, 187^ P* 419; Blanf. Eastern Pers, ii, p. 300; 
Htime, S. F, vii, p. 491 ; id. Cat, no. 944 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. 
p. 392 ; id. Jour. Bom, N. II. Soc, vi, p. 285 ; St. John, Ibis, 1889, 
p. 179; Lester, Jour. Bom. N. II. Soc. viii, p. 553. 

Pboenicopterus andersoni, Brooks, P. A. S. B. 1875, pp. 17,48; 
Hume, S. F. iii, p. 414. 

BogJidns, Rdpham, H. ; Kdn-thunti, Beng. ; Pn-konga, Samdrapa^ 
chilluka, Tel. ; Punari, Tam. ; Urian, Tam. (Ceylon). 



Fig. 100, — Head of P. roseus. J. 


Coloration, Head, neck, body, and tail white, more or less^ 
jsuffused with rosy pink ; upper surface of wing with the winglety 
tertiaries, wing-lining near the edge of the wing, and axillaries 
deeper red, approaching cerise ; primaries, secondaries, and greater 
under wing-coverts black. 

£oimg birds have the head, neck, and body whitish, tinged with 
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greyish brown, especially on the upper neck ; scapulars, inter- 
scapulars, and wing-coverts more or less brown, with dark shaft- 
stripes, axillaries pink ; quills brown. The adult dress is gradually 
acquired, after more than one moult. 

Skin near eye and base of the bill flesh-colour ; end of bill and 
edges of mandible black ; irides yellow ; legs and feet pinkish red. 

Length of male about 50; tail 0; wing 17*5; tarsus 14; bill 
from gape straight to point 4*5 : females are smaller, wing 15 ^ 
tarsus 10'5. 

Distribution, Africa, Southern Europe, Southern and Central 
Asia as far east as India and Lake Baikal. Common in the Punjab, 
Sind, G-uzerat, and parts of Eajputana and the N.W. Provinces, 
about marshes and salt lakes ; rare in other parts of India, but 
found near the sea-coast, both in the peninsula and in Ceylon, 
though seldom seen inland ; very rare in Bengal, unknown further 
east in Assam and Burma. 

Habits^ Flamingoes commonly occur in flocks, and haunt 
large shallow marshes and lakes (especially salt lakes) or the sea- 
shore. They generally wade, but they can swim well, and I once 
saw a large flock in the Persian Gulf, resting on the sea, more 
than half a mile from land. They fly with the neck and feet 
stretched out, and flocks travel in a long wavy line, like Cranes. 
The food of Flamingoes consists, according to most authors, partly 
of small crustaceans, worms, and insects, with larva) and ova, 
partly of vegetable matter ; but Gadow says essentially of organic 
slime, conferva), &c. 

Flamingoes breed in colonies, each pair building a small mound of 
mud, hollow at the top, and rising a few inches above the shallow 
water. The nidification is represented in the ‘Ibis^ for 1884, 
pi, iv, p. 89. The eggs are white and chalky, and are said to be two 
in number, about the size of a goose’s egg. It is probable that 
Flamingoes do breed in India, for recently a number ol: eggs, and, 
it is stated, two newly batched birds, were brought to the Rao of 
Cutch from Khadir (Kharir or Kurreer) on the Eann, and the Eao 
was assured that the birds bred there in September and October. 
Flamingoes undoubtedly breed in large numbers towards the head 
of the Persian Gulf ; and Legge and Parker have obtained evidence 
showing that they probably do so about March in South-western 
Ceylon ; but it should be remembered that in N'orth-western 
India these birds are migratory, arriving about October, and 
remaining, if there is water, till May or June, and that around the 
SAmbhar salt lake, where they abound in the cold season, their 
eggs have frequently been found, irregularly scattered, about May, 
and have occasionally been met with in November, but the birds 
never sit on such eggs. It is possible that the Cutch eggs may 
have been similarly dropped. Flamingoes are excellent eating 
when in good condition. 
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1576. Phcenicopterus minor. The Leaser Flamingo, 

Phoenicopterus minor, Geoffi\ BuU, Soc. Pkilom, i, 2, p. 98, %g. 1, 2, 
8 (1798) ; Temm. PL Col. pi. 419 ; Jevdon^ Mad. Jour. L, S, xii, 
p. 217 ; Blyt\ Ibis, 1867, p. 174 ; Jerdon, Ibis, 1869, p. 281 ; Hume, 
ibid. p. 355 ; id. S. F. i, pp. 81, 258 ; Adam, S, F. i, p. 400 ; ii, 
p. 839 ; Hurm, S. F. iv, p. 25 ; id. Cat. no. 944 bis ; Butler, S. F. 
IX, p. 436 ; Hume, S. F. x, p. 513 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p, 893, 

Phcenicoptema blvthi, Bonap. Comp. Av. ii, p. 146 (1857). 

Phoeiiicop terns rubidus, F'eilden, Ibis, 18()8, p. 496; O, jR, Gray^ 
Ibis, 1869, p. 442. 

Plioeniconaias minor, Salvadori, Cat. B. M. xxvii, p. 18 ; Baker, 
Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. xi, p. 8. 

Coloration. Head, neck, and body rosy pink, feathers round 
of bill tinged with crimson ; old birds have crimson central patches 
on the feathers of the back and breast ; median wing-coverts 
crimson with pale pink edges ; other wing-coverts rosy, except the 
greater under wing-coverts, w^hich, like the primaries and second- 
aries, are black ; tertiaries and tail-feathers tinged with rosy ; 
axillaries crimson. 

In young birds the head, neck, and breast are pale dusky ashy, 
abdomen and lower tail-coverts wiiite ; primaries black ; wing- 
coverts browm, dark-shafted ; back brown, with pale edges to the 
feathers ; wing-lining pale rose. 

Bill claret-colour at base, shading off to lake, with the tip black ; 
irides golden yellow^, with an outer ring of orange-scarlet ; legs and 
feet blood-red. 

Length of males about 33 ; tail 4*5 ; wing 13*5 ; tarsus 8 ; bill 
from gape to point straight, 3*7 : females are smaller, wing 13 ; 
tarsus 7*5. 

Distribution. Eastern Africa and Madagascar, occurring occasion- 
ally in North-western India and the Peninsula, sometimes at 
Sambhar in large numbers, but irregularly, and apparently at all 
seasons. This Flamingo is not known to breed in India, though 
it occasionally lays eggs irregularly iu May. 




Fig. 101 . — 5a7r/(Z/orw/s 'iHelanvuotiis. 


Order XXIII. ANSERES. 

The A7iseres of Linna&us {Natatores of IDiger) were a very large 
group, comprising almost all web-footed birds ; but the term Anserea 
as used by ornithologists at the present day is restricted to the 
Ducks, Greese, and Swans, which form a welh marked order without 
any near relations. 

In this order the three anterior toes are united by webs extend- 
ing, except in one Australian genus, Ameranas^ to the ends of the 
digits ; the hind toe is always present, but is short and articulated 
to the tarsus higher up than the other toes. The bill is more or less 
depressed and flattened, except in the Merginm^ and is covered with 
a soft membrane, except on the dertrum or nail, which forms the 
tip of the upper mandible ; both mandibles are fringed inside the 
toroisD, or edges, with lamellae, which are variously developed 
in difEerent genera. 

The skull is desmognathous and holorhinal ; basipfeiygoid pro 
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cesses are represented by oval facets, articulating with the pterygoids^ 
close to the anterior extremity of the latter, as in Gallinse. The 
angle or posterior extremity of the lower jaw is produced back- 
wards beyond the articulation with the quadrate, and is curved 
upwards. Nostrils pervious. Furcula U-shaped ; posterior border 
of sternum with a notch, represented in some genera by a foramen, 
on each side of the keel. Two carotids ; caeca large ; oil-gland 
tufted. Wing aquincubital ; primaries 11 ; aftershaft to body- 
feathers rudimentary or wanting ; no bare spaces on the neck. 
Ambiens muscle present, as also the femoro-caudal, accessory 
femorO'Caudal (very large), and the semi ten dinosus ; accessory 
semitendinosus absent, as in most swimming-birds. The flexor 
longus hallucis sends off a slip to the hallux, and then fuses with 
the flexor 2 )erforan 8 digitorum, which supplies the three anterior 
digits. Tongue large and fleshy, denticulated laterally to corre- 
spond with the lamellae of the mandibles. Males wdth a large 
spiral intromittent organ. All the species are monogamous, and 
the majority build nests of grass or rushes on the ground, a few 
on trees or in holes. In cold climates the female lines her nest 
with her own down, and surrounds with the same the eggs, which 
are numerous, and white, cream-coloured, buff, or pale green 
in colour; but in warmer countries, as in India, less precaution for 
retention of beat is necessary, and the dow ny lining is imperfect 
or wanting. The young are hatched covered with down, and able 
to run or swim at once. In moulting, most, if not ail, of the 
members of this order shed all their quill-feathers at once, and are 
consequently, for a time, unable to fly. 

There is but a single family. 


Family ANATIDJE. 

The division of this family into subfamilies is by no means 
a simple problem, there are almost as many systems as there are 
WTiters on the subject. Salvadori, in the British Museum Catalogue, 
from which many of the details here given are copied, admits 
eleven subfamilies, four of which are not Indian; other writers 
adopt smaller numbers. The characters on which these sub- 
families are divided are often of small importance, and appear 
to me insufficient in some cases. One subfamily containing the 
Swans is well distinguished by the great number of cervical 
vertebrae, exceeding those in any other vertebrates. The true 
Gkese appear also fairly separated by their plumage and by the 
structure of the trachea in the male. Lastly, the Smew and 
the Merganser may be easily recognized by their subconical or 
compressed bills, even if, for the want of other well-marked 
structural distinctions, their claim to separation as a subfamily is 
somewhat we^. Four subfamilies are consequently here admittedt^ 
thus distinguished : — 
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Cervical vertebrae 23 to 25 ; neck as long as 

body or longer 

h. Cervical vertebrae less than 20 ; neck shorter 
than body. 

a\ Bill depressed and flattened towards the 
tip. 

a!\ Trachea of male not inflated into a 
hulba ossea ; legs adapted to walking ; 
sexes generally alike; plumage as a 

rule grey or brown 

V, Trachea of male inflated at base into a 
hulha ossea p. 421); legs modified 
for swimming : sexes as a rule dis- 
similar 

h\ Bill not depressed, slender, hooked at 
end 


OygniruB, p. 413. 


Amerinoe^'gAl^. 


Anatince, p. 420. 
Mergiim, p. 467. 


The brief account of the habits are chiefly taken from Hume^s 
-descriptions in ‘ The Game Birds of India, Burma, and Ceylon.’ 
I can in many cases testify to the accuracy of Hume’s account 
from my own observations. 


Subfamily CYGNIN^. 

Neck very long, as long as the body or longer ; cervical vertebrae 
23 to 25. Size large. Sexes alike. Hind toe not lobed. 


Genus CYQ-NUS, Bechstein, 1803. 

Bill of moderate size, raised at the base, of nearly equal breadth 
throughout ; nostrils elliptical, about halfway down the bill ; lores 
tiaiked ; wing long ; tail short, well rounded at the end ; legs short, 
fitout, placed far back. 

Swans are found in the temperate and subarctic portions of the 
Northern hemisphere, in South America, and Australia. Two 
species have been obtained, as rare stragglers, within Indian limits. 

Key to the Species. 

Culmen with a prominent knob at the base in adults ; 


loral space black C. o/or, p. 413. 

No knob at base of bill ; loral space yellow C, rnusicusy p. 414. 


1577. Cygnns olor. The Mute Swan. 

Anas olor, GmeL Syst Nat i, 2, p. 501 (1788). 

Cygnus olor, VieUL Nouv, Diet, a Hist Nat, ix, p. 87 ; Btanf. S. F. 
vii, p. 09 ; id, P. A, 8, B, 1878, p. 138 ; Hume, 8. F, vii, p. 101 ; 
id. Vat no. 944 ter ; Hume ^ marsh. Game B. iii, p. 41, pi. ; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 394 ; Stdvaiori, Cat B. M. xxvii, p, 86 ; 
Baker, Jour. Bom. N. H. 8oc. xi, p. 16. 
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Cygiius unwini, Hume, Ibis^ 1871, p. 413. 

P Cygniis sp., Sioliczka, J. A, S. B, xli, pt. 2, p. 220 ; Hume, S. JP. 
iv, p. 33. 

A knob at the base of the bill ; the trachea does not enter the 
keel of the sternum. 

Coloration, Adults pure white throughout. Young birds are 
brownish grey, becoming whiter witli age ; but the brownish tinge 
is not entirely lost till the bird is about two years old. 

Bill orange-red, except the commissure of both mandibles and a 
considerable part of the lower near the base, the nail at the end of 
the bill, a patch around each nostril, the knob at the base, and the 
lores, which are black ; irides brown ; legs and feet black. In young 
birds the bill is lead-coloured, then llesh-coloured. 

Length about 60; tail 9; wing 22; tarsus 3*9; bill from 
gape 3*8. Females are rather smaller than males. In European 
(tame ?) birds the wing measures as much as 27 inches. 

Distribution. The greater part of Europe, Northern and Central 
Asia. The Mute Swan is an occasional visitor to the North- 
western Punjab, near Peshawar ; it has once been killed in Sind, 
near Sehwan, where three were shot in February by the late 
Mr. II. E. Watson out of a flock of five ; and Stoliczka thought he 
saw some on the Bunn of Cutch. Nearly all the Swans recorded 
have been found in India in January and February ; but on twO' 
occasions birds of this species were shot near Peshawar in June 
and July. 

Habits, Swans, as a rule, occur in small flocks and haunt 
marshes, lakes, and rivers ; but they occasionally alight on the sea 
near the coast. They but rarely come on land, and are seldom 
seen on the wing. Their flight is heavy and noisy. They feed 
chiefly on aquatic plants, partly on insects and their larvsD, 
mollusca, &c. They make a large nest close to the water, and lay 
from 5 to II white, or nearly white, eggs, measuring about 4| 
by 3. 


1578. Cygnus musicus. The Whooper, 

Gygnus musicus, Bechstein, Gem. Haturg. Vbg. Deutschl. iii, p. 830,- 
pi. 35 (1809) ; Hume ^ Marsh. Game B. iii, p. 47 ; Salvadori, Cat. 
B. M. xxvii, p. 20 ; Baker, Jmr. Bom. N. H. Boc. xi, p. 11. 

Cygnus ferus, Briss. Orn. vi, p, 292, pi. xxviii (1700) ; G. R. Gray, 
Cat. Mamm. etr. Coll. Hodgs. 1840, p. 144 ; Brooks, P. A. S. B, 
1872, p. 03. 

Cygnus bewicki, apud Hume, S. F. vii, p. 464 ; id. Cat. no. 044 
quint. ; Hume ^ Marsh. Game B. iii, p. 51, pi. 

No knob on bill ; the trachea enters the keel of the sternum,, 
which is hollow. 

Coloration of adults* white, of young birds greyish brown, as in. 
G. olor. 

Bill black, the lores and a space in front of them on each 
side, extending forward beneath the nostril, yellow, as is the* 
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lower mandible away from the commissure ; iris brown ; legs and 
feet black. 

Length 60 ; tail 8 ; wing 25 ; tarsus 4*5 ; bill from gape 4. 

Distribution. The Whooper breeds in the extreme north of 
Europe and Asia, and visits most parts of Europe and temperate 
Asia in the winter. 

A single specimen of a Swan was obtained by Hodgson in the 
Nepal Valley in January 1829. The skin was lost; but a drawing 
was kept, and also the skull and a foot ; the latter tw’o are now in 
the British Aluseiira, and the drawing in the Library of the Zoo- 
logical Society. By Gr. E. Gray and Brooks the species was recog- 
nized as C. ferns {mnsicus) ; but Hume identified the figure with the 
smaller species C. hewicld on account of the coloration of the bill. I 
have examined all the evidence, and whilst the drawing, on which 
no dimensions are noted, appears to me less carefully drawn than 
most of Hodgson’s figures, and to leave some doubt as to which 
species is represented, the skull and feet, which Mr. Grant has 
been so good as to compare with me, are much too large for 
C. heiviclci^ and undoubtedly belonged to C. mnsicus. 


Subfamily ANSERINHi:. 

The Geese live more on land and less on water than the 
remainder of the family do ; they generally feed on grass or other 
green vegetable food ; some forms, however, feed on marine plants. 
They are heavily built birds, but good walkers, having the legs 
more in the middle of the body than Ducks have. The sexes are 
alike, or nearly so, and there appears to be only one moidt of all 
the feathers, which takes place soon after the young are hatched. 
The plumage is dull, and there is no coloured speculum on the 
wing-secondaries. The legs are strong, the tarsus considerably 
longer than the bill and reticulated throughout. 

The most important anatomical peculiarity is the absence of the 
bony bulb (labyrinth or bulba ossea) that is found at the lower end 
of the trachea in the males of nearly all Anatince and Mer<jince. 

The Anserince comprise six genera, chiefly of Boreal distribu- 
tion ; only one is known to occur in India. 

Genus ANSEE, Brisson, 1760. 

Bill short and high at the base, subconical ; the nostrils nearly 
halfway to the tip, a distinct nail-like dertrum at the end ; wings 
ample ; tail short, rounded, of 16 or 18 feathers ; legs of moderate 
length, strong, placed well forward and adapted for walking. 

Geese both swim and walk well. They "are generally found 
in flocks, which fly with much speed in long V-shaped lines, and 
they utter a peculiar cackling call that can be heard a long distance 
off. All the species are migratory. They make nests of grass, &c*,. 
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on the ground, and line them with down ; the eggs, 6 to 12 in 
number, are yellowish white. 

Of the 8 or 9 species known, five have hitherto been obtained in 
India. 


Ke)j to the Species, 

ti. Tip (nail) of upper mandible white or 
whitish. 

a'. No white on forehead 

b'. A white frontal band. 

a''. Frontal band not extending hack to 

between eyes; bill from gape 2 

6". Frontal band extending back to between 

eyes ; bill from gape 1*4 

b. Tip of upper mandible black. 

c'. Head and neck dark brown 

Head white, with black bars and napt^ . • 


A.ferus, p. 416. 


A, alhifrons, p. 417. 

A. erythropus. p. 418. 

[p. 418. 

A. hrachyrhynchuSf 
A. indimsy p. 419. 


1579. Anser ferns. The Orey Lag Goose, 

Anser fcrus, Schaeff. Mm. Orn. p. 67 (1789) ; AdamSy P. Z. S. 1869, 
p. 189. 

Anser cinereiis, Wo?/, I'aschmb. ii, p. 562 (1810) ; Blyth, Cat, 

p. 500 ; Jerdon, B. /. iii, p. 779; Blyth, Ibis, 1807, p. 174; Hume, 
S, P’. i, p. 258 ; Butler ^ Hume, S. F. iv, p. 26 ; Ball, S. F. vii, 
p. 231 ; Hume, ibid. p. 491 ; id. Cat. no. 945 ; id. S. F'. viii, pp. 408, 
421 ; Hume Marsh. Game B. iii, p. 55, pi. ; Legge, BirfU Ceyl. 
p. 1072, note ; B.eid, S. P\ x, p. 78 ; Butler, ibid. p. 163 ; Eden, ibid. 
p. 163; Taylor, ibid. p. 531; Hume ^ Cripps, S. F. xi, p. 339; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 394. 

Anser rubrirostris, Hodgs., G. B, Gray, Cat, Mamm. etc. Coll. 
Hodgson, p. 144 (descr. nulla) ; Salvadori, Cat. B. M. xxvii, p, 91. 

The Grey Goose, Jerdon ; Sona, Kurria-Sona, Hdns, Bdj-hdns, H. ; 
Kallavk ?, Kdr-hdns, Bhagulpur ; Mogala, Mogala-battak, Nepal Terai ; 
Kangnai, Manipur. 

Coloration, Head, neck, and upper back brown; scapulars, 
tertiaries, and some of the median wing-coverts darker browm with 
pale edges ; lower back and rump ashy grey, brownish grey in 
younger birds ; upper tail-coverts whit© ; outer two or three pairs 
of tail-feathers white, middle pairs greyish brown with white 
edges and tips ; all outer wing-coverts near the edge of the 
wing, primary-coverts, wing-lining, and axillaries ashy grey; 
primaries grey at base, blackish brown towards the tip ; second- 
aries blackish brown, all shafts of quills white ; lower parts from 
neck greyish or brownish white, more or less blotched on abdomen 
in old birds with blackish brown ; sides and fianks greyish brown, 
with pale edges to the feathers, producing bars. 

Bill, legs, and feet from creamy white to flesh-coloured, some- 
times even purplish red; irides brown {Hume). 

Length 32 ; tail 6 ; wing 18 ; tarsus 3*1 ; bill from gape 2*76. 
S'emales run smaller. 

Dietribution, This Goose breeds in Europe north of about 60^ 
jbit., and in Central Asia and Southern Siberia, and migrates in 
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winter to Southern Europe, North Africa, South-western Asia, and 
Northern India. Within our area it is common, from the end of 
October to the beginning of March, in the Punjab, Sind, and the 
North-west Provinces; it occurs, though rather Jess abundantly ,. 
throughout Northern India, Assam, and Manipur, and it is common 
in the Irrawaddy valley north of Myingyan. It is met with as far 
south as the Nerbudda on the west, and the Chilka Lake, in Orissa,, 
on the east ; but is seldom found south of the Oangetic plain inland. 
Salvadori and some others distinguish the Eastern race as A. ruhri- 
rostris, but the only difference is that old birds are rather darker 
below, and I doubt if this is constant. 

Habits, In winter the Grey-Lag is generally found in flocks, 
often large, of 200 to 1000 birds or more, which feed on grass and 
green crops in the morning and evening, and pass the day on the 
sands of one of the larger rivers, or the edge of a lake or marsh,, 
rarely entering the water. Young birds, when well-fed on green 
crops, are excellent to eat. Wild Geese if captured are easily 
tamed, and from the present species is derived the Domestic Goose 
of Europe ; but Blyth has stated that the tame Geese of India are 
a mixed race, and hybrids between A, ferns and the Chinese 
A. (or Cygnopsis) cygnoides, 

1580. Anser alhifrons. The White- fronted Ooose. 

Branta alhifrons, Scop, Ann. /. Hist. Nat. p. 69 (1769). 

Anser alhifrons, AdamSy P. Z. S. 1858, p. 509; JerdoUy B. I. iii,. 
p. 780 ; HumCy Cat. no. 947 ; id. S. P\ viii, p. 421 ; Hume ^ Marsh. 
Game B. iii, p. 73, pi. ; Beid, S. F. x, p. 78 ; BarneSy Birds 
Bom. p. 395 ; Lester y Jour. Bom. N. IL Soc. vii, p. 553 ; Salva- 
doriy Cat. B. M. xxvii, p. 92 ; Baker, Jour. Bom. N. II. Soc. xi, pi. ii. 

Anser erythropus, apud Flem. Brit. An. p. 127 (1828) ; Hume, S. F. 
i, p. 259 j nec Linn, 

Coloration, A white frontal band extending across the lores to 
the gape, and sometimes to the chin ; head, neck, and upper surface 
dark brown, darker and ashy posteriorly and blackish on the 
border of the frontal band ; wing-coverts greyer ; feathers of upper 
back, scapulars, tertiaries, and some of the coverts pale-tipped ;. 
greater coverts with broad white edges, forming a white bar ; pri- 
maries dark grey with blackish ends, secondaries black ; breast and 
abdomen w^hity-brown, more or less blotched with black, sometimes 
black almost throughout ; sides of breast brown, with pale tips to- 
the feathers ; vent, lower flanks, and upper and under tail-coverts 
white ; tail-feathers dark ashy brown, with white edges and tips,, 
broadest on the outer feathers. 

In young birds the white on the forehead is brownish or 
wanting, and there is no black on the underparts. 

Bill pale livid fleshy, nail whitish ; irides pale brown ; legs and 
feet bright orange {Humef 

Leoj^h 37 ; tail 4*5 ; wing 15-5 ; tarsus 2*6 ; bill from gape 2.. 

DistHhiftion* Throughout the Palasarctic region, breeding in the* 
far North, and migrating in winter to the Mediterranean, Bgypt,. 

VOL, IT. 2b 
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where this species is common, the Caspian, and China. This Goose 
is a rare cold-weather visitor to the Punjab, Sind, Catch, Eohil- 
khand, and Oudh, usually occurring on rivers, singly or in parties of 
two or three. 1 saw single geese of a small dark species, probably 
the present, swimming on the Indus near 8ehwan, as late as the 
first week in April. Hume was informed by Col. Graham that 
A, alhifrons is found throughout Assam ; and Oates has recently 
ascertained that it has been shot in Upper Burma. 

1581. Anser erythropus. The Dwarf Goose or Lesser 
White-fronted Goose, 

Anas erythropus, Linn. Spst. Nni. i, ]). 197 (17(U*9. 

Anser minutus, Naum. T7>y/. Deutschl. xi, p. 805, pi. 290 (1842) ; 
Irhy, Ibis, 1801, p. 247 ; Cat. no. 948 ; Heid, S. F. x, p. 79. 

Anser erythropus, P. Z. S. 1800, p. 889; Jerdon, B. I. iii, 

p. 781 ; Hume, S. F. viii, p. 421 ; Hume ct Marsh. Game B. iii, 
p. 77, pi. ; Salvadori^ Cat. B. M. xxvii, ]). 97. 

Very similar to A. aJhlfrons, but smaller, with a much smaller 
hill. The plumage is generally darker, and the white of the fore- 
head extends to the top of the head between the eyes. The 
coloration of the soft parts appears to be the same in the two species. 

Length 21 ; tail 4 ; wing 14*5 ; tarsus 2*4 ; bill from gape 1*4. 

Distribution. Similar to that of A. alhifrons, but more Eastern, 
this species being rare in Western Europe and the Mediterranean 
and common in China. It is a very rare cold-weather immigrant in 
Noi*theru India, but specimens have been obtained by Col. Irby, 
Mr. A. Anderson, Dr. Bonavia, and Mr. Chill in the Eastern 
Punjab near Delhi, in the North-west Provinces, and in Oudh, 

1582. Anser brachyrhynclnis (?). The Pinje-footed Goose, 

Anser brachyrhynchus, Bailkm, Mhn, Soe. li. dAbbev. 1833, p. 74; 
Blyth, Cat. p. 301 ; Irby, Ibis, 1861, p, 247 ; Jerdon, B. I, iii, 
p. 780; Hume, Cat. no. 946 ; Hume ^ Marsh. Game B, iii, p. 71, 
pi. ; McLeod, S. F. x, p. 168 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 339 ; Salvadori, 
Cat. B. xxvii, p. 103, 

Coloration, Head and neck brown, with a few whitish feathers 
at the base of the bill; back and wings greyer, the feathers with 
pale borders ; rump blackish grey ; primaries dark grey, blackish 
at the tip ; secondaries blackish ; breast whity-brown, the sides 
darker, with pale bands formed by the tips of the feathers ; 
abdomen paler ; lower abdomen, flanks, and under and upper tail- 
coverts white; tail-feathers dark brownish grey, with broad white 
edges and tips on the outer feathers, diminishing on the middle 
rectrices. 

Bill black at the base, and the nail black, intermediate portion 
pink ; irides browm ; legs fleshy to purplish pink, sometimes with an 
orange tinge. 

Length 28 ; tail 5*25 ; wing 16 ; tarsus 3 ; bill from gape 2. 

Distribution, This Goose breeds in the extreme North of Europe 
and migrates, chiefly to Western Europe, in the winter. The 
occurrence of A, brachyrhynchus in India has been repeate^y 
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announced, by Blyth, Irby, Hume, and McLeod ; but as no Indian 
specimen appears to have been preserved, some doubts must remain 
as to whether the species has been rightly identified, especially as 
A, hrach/rhj/nchus has not been observed elsewhere in Asia. 
There can however, I think, be no reasonable doubt that either this 
or some other species of the group of A. segetum with a black tip 
to the bill does occur. 


1583. Anser indicus. The Barred-headed Goose. 


Anas indica, Lath. Ind. Orn. ii, p. 839 (1790). 

llemicla indica, Gray, Gen. B. iii, p. 008 ; Blyth y Cat. p. 301. 

Anser indicus, Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 782 ; Sfoliczha, J. A. S. B. 
xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 70 ; McMaster^ J. A. S. B. xl, pt. 2, p. 215 ; 
Hume, S. F. i, p. 200 ; Adam, ibid. p. 401 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. 
xliii, pt. 2, p. 175 ; IBnne, S. F. iv, p. 499 ; Anders. Yunnan 
Ex'ped., Aves, p. (j98 ; Cripps, S. F. vii, p. 310 ; Hume, ibid. p. 491 ; 
id. -Cat. no. 949 : id. S. F. viii, p. 421 ; Hume tj* Marsh. Game B. 
iii, p. 81, pi. ; Biddidph, Ibis, 1881, p. 99; lieid, S. F. x, p. 79; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 395 ; Taylor, S. F. x, pp. 528, 531 ; Hume, 
S. F. xi, p. 340 ; Oates in Hume’s N. E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 279 ; 
Salvadori, Cat. B. M. xxvii, p. 105. 

Eulabeia indica, Reichenb. Natiirl. Syst Vbyel, p. ix ; Ball, S. F. ii, 
p. 430 ; vii, p. 231. 

Hans, Kareyi Hans, R/ij Ham, Birwa, II.; Faria, Nepal Terai ; Kang^ 
pa, Ladak; Nir-bathu, Tain. (Coimbatore); Badi-hdns, CnittngoLg Kdng- 
nai, Manipur. 



Coloration. Head white, with two concentric black bars on the 
nape, one from eye to eye round the occiput, the other farther 
back ; a longitudinal white band down each side of the neck ; hind 
neck dark brown, passing into the pale ashy tint of the upper plu- 
mage generally, feathers of the upper back and scapulars with pale 
tips; lower back and rump pure ashy grey; primaries pale ashy 
with blackish tips, later primaries and secondaries black except at 
the extreme base ; tertiaries and coverts, both upper and under, 
pale ashy, the greater coverts broadly edged with white ; fore 
neck brownish ashy, passing gradually into whity-brown on the 
breast ; sides of breast browner, darkest on the flanks, the feathers 
pale-tipped, forming bars ; lower abdomen and flanks and under 
and upper tail-coverts pure white; tail-feathers pale grey, white- 
edfired. 


Young birds have a dark brown crown and nape, no black bars 
on the nape, nor longitudinal white neck-stripes ; the back is grey, 
:and the lower parts are nearly white. 
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Length 30; tail 6; wing 18 ; tarsus 3 ; bill from gape 2*1. 

Bill yellow ; irides brown ; legs orange {Jtrdon), Bill orange- 
yellow to orange, rarely only pale lemon-yellow, the nail black or 
blackish (Hume). 

Distribution. A winter visitor to ln(iia from October or Novem- 
ber to March or April, common in the north, rare in the south; 
breeding in Tibet and Central Asia. It abounds about the course 
of the great rivers and near large marslies in the Punjab, Sind, and 
the North-west Provinces, and is far from rare in parts of Bengal, 
Orissa (it abounds at the Chilka Lake), and Assam. It occurs in 
Manipur, and Anderson saw flocks on the Irrawaddy above Man- 
dalay. It is of very rare occurrence in the Bombay Presidency 
generally, and unknown on the Malabar coast. 

Habits, This is by far the commonest Goose of Northern 
India, where it occurs in small or large flocks, with the usual 
habits, feeding on grass and crops of wheat, barley, gram, «fec. 
in the morning and evening, and often at night, and passing the 
day on the banks of a river or lake. The Barred-headed Goose 
breeds in May and June on the lakes of Tibet such as the Tso- 
morari, but the young are generally hatched before the passes to 
the southward are open. 

Besides the Geese already enumerated, Anser segetum, the Bean 
Goose, somewhat like A, hracJiyrhyncJmSy but larger, with orange 
legs, is said to have been obtained in India, and is figured by Hume 
and Marshall in their ‘ Game Birds.’ Hume also had reason to 
suspect that Anser cygnoides., the Chinese Goose, with a long black 
bill and orange feet, occurs in Assam ; and Blyth has suggested 
(Ibis, 1870, p. 176) that four birds seen near Nagpur, one of which 
was procured, as recorded in the ‘ Bengal Sporting Magazine ’ for 
1836, vii, p. 247, were probably Bernicla rujicollis. I feel doubtful 
whether the bird mentioned in the anonymous article quoted was 
a goose. 


Subfamily ANATIN-^. 

This subfamily, as here defined, contains the typical Ducks 
together with the Sheldrakes, the Spur-winged “ Geese,” the 
Diving Ducks, and the Stiff-tailed Ducks, or the Plectropterince^ 
FuUgulinoe, and Erismaturince of many ornitholo- 
gists. The principal character by which these 
groups are distinguished, the lobation of the 
hind toe, varies too much in different genera to 
be used as a criterion for the distinction of 
larger groups, there being a considerable amount 
of passage between forms in which the toe is 
Pig. loa— Hind simple, through typical Ducks with a narrow 
Uieoi(a)J>afila, lobe, to the broadly lobed Pochards and Diving' 
aovia with nar- Ducks ; whilst neither the spiny tail of iSWs- 
matwm nor the wing-knob oi 
app^wrs to entitle its owner to mcare tiamt 
W }• generic rank. 
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As a rule, the drake in this subfamily assumes by moult 
a special nuptial plumage for a longer or shorter period, but 
the exceptions are numerous, especially amongst resident Indian 
species. There is, in the forms assuming a nuptial plumage, 
a double moult of the body-feathers, the two moults some- 
times, as in the Common Mallard, occurring at an interval of 
only three or four months. 

Another character found in almost all 
drakes of this subfamily is the development 
of a hulha ossea or labyrinth at the base of 
the trachea, close to the bifurcation of the 
bronchi. This hulha ossea is a bony, or 
partly bony and partly membraneous, dila- 
tation of the lower tracheal rings, and is 
often lateral, as in the common Wild Duck 
(fig, 104) ; but sometimes the expansion is 
medial or in two directions, the different 
forms being characteristic of particular 
genera. This peculiar conformation is 
found in the Meryinoe^ but not in the 
Anserince. 

The bill throughout the subfamily is 
depressed, and, especially near the tip, much 
broader than high. The legs are rather 
short and more adapted for swimming than for walking. In the 
majority the exposed portions of the secondary quills, with their 
larger coverts, are distinguished by conspicuous and often metallic 
< 5 oloration. The brightly coloured patch thus formed is known as 
the “ speculum.” 

Key to the Genera* 

ja» Hind toe not lobed or narrowly lobed. Breadth 
of lobe or web less than one-third length of toe. 
a'. Nostril one-third length of bill from fore- 


o". Size large : win^ over 10 inches, 
a®. Breast and abdomen white ; male with [p. 422. 

a large fleshy comb at base of culmen Sarcidiobnis, 
d®. Breast and abdomen brown tinged with 

rusty red Asarcornis, p. 424. 

c®. Breast and abdomen dark brown, head 

pink KhodonessajP. 425. 

c?®. Abdomen black in the middle, white 

at the sides T adorn a, p. 427. 

e®. Breast and abdomen ruddy ochreous . . Casarca, p. 428. 

5”. Size smaller : wing under 10 in. ; tarsus [p. 430. 

reticulated throughout Dendrocycna, 

h\ Nostril less than one- third length of hill 
fipom forehead. 

c”. Size very small wing under 7 in, ; bill 

high at base and short V Nettopus, p. 438. 


♦ This TSsy does not always serve for spedes not found iu India. 



Tig. 104.— Lower trachea 
of Anas boscas with the 
bulba ossea. 1. 
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d*\ Wingf not less than 7 inches. 

/®. A speculum present, either metallic or 
black and white. 

a\ Bill not spatulate, and but little if at 
all broader near the tip. 
o’. Upper wing-coverta not blue nor 
bluish grey. 

o*’. Tail moderate, median rectrices 
not lengthened. 

Lamellae line, projecting con- 
siderably beyond mandibles ; 
speculum black and white .... 
IP. Lamellae moderate, not pro- 
jecting ; speculum partly or 
wholly green or purple. Jiill 
from forehead longer than 
tarsus. 

Tail of 18 or 20 feathers .... 
IP. Tail of 14 or 10 feathers. 

«•’, Nail about one-third width 
of bill ; head of male 
crested and tertiaries falcate 
Nail less than one-third 
width of bill ; no crest nor 

falcate tertiaries 

c^. Nail more than one-third 
width of hill ; no crest nor 
falcate tertiaries 


h. 


b^'. Median rectrices lengthened and 

pointed 

6’. Upper wing-coverts lavender-blue. . . 
Bill 8])atulate, nearly twice as broad 

near tip as near base 

No speculum ; sexes alike ; plumage dull 

greyish brown 

Hind toe broadly lobed, breadth of lobe one- 
tliird to one-half length of toe. 


c\ Tail less than half length of 'wdug. 

c". Upper mandible at base not so high as broad. 
h^. Bill viewed from above tapering 
slightly from base ; tail-feathers 10 ... . 

iP, Bill not tapering : tail-feathers 14 

f". Upper mandible at base higher than broad . 
d'. Tail half as long as wing ; bill much swollen 


at base 


[p. 440r 

Chaulelasmus, 


xVnas, p. 435. 


Eunrtta, p. 438r 


Nettium, p. 441. 


Mabeca, p. 445. 

Dafila, p 447. 

Qukbqukdula, 

[p. 449. 

Spatula, p. 451. 

[p. 454. 
Marmabonetta, 


Netta, p. 455. 
Nyuoca, p. 458, 
Clangula, p. 464^ 
[p.465. 
Ebismatuea, 


Genus SARaDIOENIS, Eyton, 1838. 

Size large, the plumage of the sexes differing very little, but the. 
male much larger than the female. Bill of moderate length, 
considerably raised at the base and of nearly the same width 
throughout, furnished above in the male with a fleshy knob that 
becomes greatly developed in the breeding-season (fig. 10 1). 
Wing with a prominent tubercle in front of the bend. Tail of 12 
feathers, rounded. Lower end of trachea expanded on the left 
side only. Hind toe with a narrow lobe. 

This genus contains two species, one found in India and Afeicar 
the other in South America. 
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1584. Sarcidiornis melanonotus. The Comb Duck or Nukia, 
(Fig. 101, p. 411.) 

Anser melanotiis, Pemt. Faunula Indica^ p. 12, pi. xii (1709) ; 
Netvion, S. F. viii, p. 415. 

Sarcidiornis melanotus, lHytJu Cat. p. 302 ; Barnea. Jour, Bom^ 

N. H. Soc.Yi,^.2S0. 

Sai'kidioniis melanonotus, Jerdott, B. 1. iii, p. 785; A. Anderson., 
Bm^ 1874, p. 220; Adam, iS. F i, p. 401 ; Butler Hume, S. F. 
iv, p. 27 ; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 231 ; I£u7ne, ibid. p. 507 ; Butler, P\ 
viii, p. 387. 

Sarcidiornis melanonotus, Bhjth, Ibis, 1807, p. 175 ; Hmne, S. F, vii, 
p. 491 ; id. Cat. no. 950; Hume Marsh. Game i?. iii, p. 91^ 
pi. ; Butler, S. F. ix, p. 430 ; Parker, ibid. p. 486 ; Ledge, Birds 
Cirgl, p. 1063 ; Reid, S. F. x, p. 79 ; llione, ibid. p. 417 ; Taylor, ibid. 
pp, 528, 531 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 390; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 343; 
Oates in Hume's N. E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 282. 

Sarcidiornis melanonota, Sclat. P. Z. B. 1876, p. 694, pi. Ixvii ; Oates, 
B. B. ii, p. 275 ; Salvador i. Cat. B. M. xxvii, p. 54 ; Baker, Jour. 
Bo7n. N. H. Sor. xi, p. 172. 

The Black-backed Goose, Jordon. Nukta, II. ; Nalaoa, Chutia N^igpur ; 
Naki hdnsa, Uriya ; Jutu chil-hma, Tel. ; Dod sarle haki, Can. ; Heer 

Coimbatore ; Tau-hai,]^\xxm. ', Bo%vkhany,\\vceex\. 

Coloration, Male. Head and neck white, spotted with glossy 
black, the black prevailing on the crown and a band along the 
hind neck ; lower neck all round, breast, abdomen, and lower tail- 
coverts pure white ; upper back, scapulars, wings, rump, upper 
tail-coverts, and tail black, the secondaries and their greater coverts 
glossed with bronze-green, the scapulars w'ith purple, the other 
parts W’ith green and purplish blue ; low’er back brownish grey, 
sides of breast and flanks pale ashy grey ; a black bar from the upper 
hack to each side of the upper breast, and another from the rump 
to the lower flanks. 

Female much smaller, but similarly coloured, wdth less gloss on 
the back and wdiigs and more black on the head and neck. 

Younger birds are browm instead of black, and the lower parts 
are tinged with rusty red. 

Iris brown ; bill and comb black ; legs and feet very dark brown 
(Oates), greenish plumbeous {^Terdon), 

Length of male about 30; tail 5*5 ; wing 35 ; tarsus 2*75 ; bill 
from gape 2*7, Female : length 26 ; tail 4*5 ; wing 11*25 
tarsus 2*1 ; bill from gape 2*2. 

Distribution. India, Ceylon, and Burma in suitable localities , 
also Africa south of the Sahara, and Madagascar. Common in 
welLvvooded and well-w’atered parts of the country, rare or 
wanting in India south of Mysore, in the Bombay Deccan, the 
desert tracts, Sind and the Western Punjab, also in Tenasserim. 

Habits, 4'^. The Nukta is generally found about large marshy 
tanks and jheels with reedy margins in well-wooded countries. It 
keeps in small flocks of 4 to 10 throughout the cold season and in 
fmitB at other times. Larger flocks are said to occur, but they are 
not often seen. It breeds on trees, and frequently perches on 
them. The nest consists of a few sticks with dead leaves, grass. 



,424 


AKTAyia)-®, 


feathers &c., placed in a hole in the stem or a depression 
between the larger branches. The eggs, laid in July, August or 
September, are ivory-white, very close-textured, 7 to 12 in number, 
and they measure about 2*41 by 1*72. In Ceylon this Buck is 
said to breed in February and March. This is not one of the best 
ducks for the table, though good at times. 

Genus ASAECORNIS, Salvadori, 1805. 

This appears to resemble JSarcldioniis both in structure and 
plumage, and differs chiefly by having no knob on the bill of the 
male. It is also distinguished by having the lower parts chestnut 
instead of white. In this it resembles Fterouetta hartlauhiy an 
African duck, the generic distinction of which from Asarconiis 
Appears open to doubt. There is only one species of Asarcornis, 

1585. Asarcornis scutnlatus. l^he White- wimjed Wood-Duck, 

Anas scutulata, /S'. Yerhand. Land- en Volk. p. 159 (1839-44) ; 
Hume, S. F. viii, p. lo8. 

Sarcidiornis (?) leucopterus, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xviii, p. 820 (1849 ) ; 
id. Cat. p. 302. 

Casarca leucoptera, Jerdoriy B. 1. iii, p. 793 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. 
xliii, pt. 2, p. 170; Blyth, Birds Burni. p. 105; Hume Dav, S.F. 
vi, p. 489. 

Casarca scutulata, Blyth, Ibisj 1867, p. 176; 1870, p. 176 ; Hume^ 
Cat. no. 955. 

Anas leucoptera, Hume Marsh, Game, B. iii, pp. 147, 172, pi. ; 
Oates^ B. B. ii, p. 281 ; id. in Hunids N. ^ B. 2nd ed, iii, p. 287 ; 
Sitmon,, Ibis, 1882, p. 92 ; Hume Cripps^ /S’. F. xi, p. 342. 

Asarcornis scutulata, Salvadori., Cat. B. M. xxvii, p. 60 ; Bakei'^ 
Jour. Bom, N. H. Soc. xi, j). 181. 

Deo-hdnsj Aj-shui. 



Fig. 105. — Head oi' A. scutulatus, 4. 

Coloration, Head and neck white, speckled with black, more 
thickly on the crown and hind neck ; lower neck blackish brown, 
glossed with green all round, passing above into the olive-brown 
of the back, scapulars, rump, tail, and primaries ; bend of wing 
and upper and under wing-coverts white; greater secondary 
coverts blue-grey, broadly tipped with black ; secondaries blue-grey 
on outer webs ; tertiaries brown, the first with a black border and 
about half of the outer web inside the border w hite ; lower parts 
brown tinged with rusty red. Sexes scarcely differing except in 
size ; bock in female less glossy, and the head more or less tinged 
with ocbreous. 
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Upper mandible dusky orange-red, blotched with black at base 
And tip and sparingly along commissure ; lower mandible pale 
orange-yellow, blotched with black along the sides, nail at tip of 
beak dusky pink ; irides crimson ; legs and feet orange-yellow 
4^0Apps), 

Length of male 32 ; tail 6 ; wing 15 ; tarsus 2*4 ; bill from 
gape 2-9. Female ; length 29 ; tail 5*5 ; wing 13 ; tarsus 2 ; bill 
from gape 2*8. 

Distribution. Assam (not rare in the Dibrngarh district), Ten- 
iisserim, Malay Peninsula, and Java. The supposed occurrence of 
this bird in Eastern Bengal appears to be doubtful, and a reported 
capture in 8ingbhum requires confirmation. 

Habits^ ^c. A shy resident bird, found singly, as a rule, about 
sluggish streams and swamps in high forest. It is very scarce in 
collections ; even in the British Museum there are but three skins 
from Assam and Burma, and two of w^hat is believed to be a 
domesticated variety, the original A. scutulata^ from Java. Nothing 
is known of the breeding habits except that young birds are said 
to have been shot on the Dhansiri liiver in Assam. 


Genus RHODONESSA, Eeichenb., 1852. 

This genus is distinguished by plumage more than by structure ; 
it differs from all other Ducks in having a pink head and a dark 
body. The sexes differ but little from each other. The egg is 
peculiar and very short, subspherical in fact. The bill is lower at 
the base than that of Sarcidiornis, but otherwise similar. The 
bulba ossea at the lower end of the male trachea is very peculiarly 
formed, being swollen on both sides and anteriorly (see Garrod, 
P.Z. S, 1875, p. 153). 

Only one species is known. 

158G. Ehodonessa caryophyllacea. IVie PinTc-headed Duch. 

Anas caryophyllacea, Latham^ Ind. Om. ii, p. 866 (1790) ; Jerdon, 
111, Ind. Oi’n. pi. 84 ; BUjthy Cat. p. 804 ; Ibis, 1861, p. 249 ; 
Jerdon, B, I. lii, p. 800 ; Hume, N. JE. j). 044 ; BUjth, Birds 
Burm. p. 16o ; Fairbank, S. F. iv, p. 264 ; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 282 ; 
Hume, ibid. p. 492 ; id. S. F. viii, p. 601 ; Simson, Ibis, 1884, 
p. 271 ; C. Stoinh. Barnes, Ibis, 1885, p. 137 ; Barnes^ Birds Bom. 
p. 404. 

Rhodonessa caryophyllacea, i2elc/^cn6. Natilrl, Sust. ix,pl. 86 ; 

Ball, 8. F. ii, p. 488 ; Hume, Cat no. 060 ; Hume Marsh. Game 
B. iii, pp. 178, 485, pi. ; Butler, 8. F. ix, p. 437 ; Beid, 8. F. x, 
p. 81 ; Taylor, ibid. p. 581 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 284 ; Barnes, Birds 
Bom. p. 404 ,* Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 844 ; Oates in Hume's N, ^ E. 2nd 
ed. iii, p. 290 ; Barms, Jour, Bom. N. H. 8oc. vi, p. 290 ; Salmdori^ 
Cat. B. M. xxvii, p. 61 ; Baker, Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. xi, p. 186. 

LdFsira, H. ; Qolab Ldl'sir, Oudh ; 8dkndl, Beng. ; Dumrdr, Dumdr, 
Nepal Terai and Tirhoot. 

Vohration. Mule. Crovm and sides of head, back and sida«t of 
neck rosy pink, brightest on the occiput and nape, browner on the 
forehead ; ft band on tbe chin, throat, and fore neck, the body 



426 


ANATIJ)-®. 


above and below, and the tail chocolate-brown ; minute whitish 
specks on the feathers of the mantle ; wings brown outside, except 
the edge which is whitish, and the secondaries which are pale fawn 
with white tips ; primaries brown on outer, pale fawn on inner 
webs ; tertiaries with a green gloss ; wing-lining pinkish white. 

Female duller ; head paler pink ; chin and throat pale like sides 
of head and neck, the pink passing gradually into the brown of 
the body ; middle of crown and nape brown ; no gloss on the 
tertiaries; wing-lining whitish. 

Young birds resemble the female except that the head and neck 
are duller and browner and the lower parts paler. 

Bill reddish white, rosy at the base and bluish at the tip ; irides 
fine orange-red; legs and feet blackish with a tinge of red 
{Jerdon), 

Length 23*5; tail 3-5; wing 11; tarsus 1*9; bill from gape 
2*25. difference in size between the sexes. 



li^. 100. —Head oi ll, curyttphjlliivea. 

Distribution, Fairly common and resident in Upper Bengal, in 
the districts of Furneab, Maldah, and Bhagalpur, and in Tirhoot; 
not common, but found throughout Assam, Manipur, the whole of 
Bengal, Orissa, the jSTorthern Circars, Oudh, and the North-west 
Provinces, and to be met with as an occasional straggler as far 
west as Delhi, Mhow, and Ahmednagar, and south to Madras. 
On the east this Duck has been recorded from north of Bhamo, 
but nowhere else in the Irrawaddy valley, nor is it known to occur 
in Tenasserim. It is peculiar to India. 

Habits, The Pink-headed Duck haunts ponds and swamps 
thickly overgrown with reeds and aquatic plants, and, as a rule, sur- 
rounded by forest or grass jungle. In such places this species may 
be found throughout the year, in small flocks of from 4 to 10 or 
occasionally 20 to 40 in the cold season, and in pairs from April 
to September. The flight is swift, and the rosy under wing- 
coverts make this species easily recognizable. JK. caryophyllacea 
breeds in June and July, and lays about 9 white, nearly spherical 
eggs, measuring on an average 1’78 by 1'66, in a circular nest of 
dry grass and feathers, hidden in a tuft of high grass. Jerdon 
says tlist this bird is excellent eating, but other observers, with, 
better opportunities for judging, condemn its flesh as inferior j 
Simson considers it worse than that of the Brahminy Duck or the* 
Whistling feal. 
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Genus TADOENA, Fleminp;, 1822. 

Bill short, high at the base, concave above, the tip flattened and 
turned up, the nail small, abruptly turned down and inwards ; a 
fleshy knob at the base of the bill in males ; nostrils less than one- 
third the length of the bill from the base ; wings long, pointed ; 
tail rounded, of 14 feathers ; tarsus scutulate in front near the foot. 

Only two species are known of the genus as restricted ; of 
these one, chiefly Palsearctic, visits Northern India in winter, the 
other is Australian. 

1587. Tadorna comuta. The Sheldrake, 

Anas tadorna, Linn. Spst Nat. i, p. 195 (1760). 

Anas cornuta, S. G. G'lnelin^ Reis. Rmsl. ii, p. 185, pi. 19 (1774). 

Tadorna vulpanser, Fleni. Brit, An. p. 122 (1828); Blyth, Cat. 

p, 303; Jardon^ B. 1. iii, p. 794; Butler y S. F. v, pp. 217, 234; 

Sinuony Ibis, 1882, p. 92. 

Tadorna cornuta, BumCy S. F. i, p. 260 ; vii, p. 492 ; id. Cat. no. 956; 

Huwe Marsh. Game B. iii, p. 135, pi. ; Reid, S. F. x, p. 80; 

Fdeny ibid. p. 164; McLeod, ibid. p. 168; Forsythy ibid. p. 169; 

Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 400; Salvadori, Cat. B. M. xxvii, p. 171. 

Shdh-chakim, Safaid-iSurkhdb, Rararia, II. ; Niraji, Sind. 



Coloration, Male, Head and neck deep glossy green ; a broad 
white collar round the low^er neck, follow^ed by a broad band of 
chestnut round the upper back and breast, in front of the wings, 
interrupted partly or wholly in front by a dark brow n or black 
longitudinal band, which passes along the middle of the breast and 
abdomen to the vent ; scapulars black, the inner partly white or 
vermiculated with black and white ; primaries black ; secondaries 
bright metallic green on the outer webs ; tertiaries chestnut on 
outer webs, w^hite inside, with a black stripe between the two 
colours ; tail-feathers white, tipped with black ; middle and lov\'er 
back, rump, upper tail-coverts, sides of low^er breast, and abdomen 
white ; lower tail-coverts dull rufous. 

Females are duller in tint. Young birds have dull dark brow-n 
in place of black, and dull rufous brown for chestnut. 

Bill in adults blood-red ; irides brown ; legs fleshy-red inclining 
to crimson (/ercfoa). 

Ijength of male 24; tail 4*2; wing 13 ; tarsus 2*2; bill from* 
gape 2’3* Females are smaller, wing 12. 
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Distrihution, The north temperate parts of Europe and Asia, in 
the breeding-season ; Southern Europe, Northern Africa, Western 
Asia, Northern India, Southern China, and Japan in winter. The 
Sheldrake is generally, but very sparsely, distributed over Northern 
India in the cold season from the Indus valley to Assam. A speci- 
men has recently been obtained by Oates from Myitkyina on the 
Upper Irrawaddy, and one was reported in the ‘Asian ’ for 28th 
November, 1890, from Meiktila, also in Upper Burma. The only 
places in India where Sheldrakes are fairly common are near the 
sea-coast in Sind, and on some of the larger inland broads or 
shallow lakes like the Manchhar. 

Habits^ In general the Sheldrake is a sea-coast bird, Hving 
chiefly on mollusca, small Crustacea, and vegetable matter. It 
keeps generally singly or in twos or threes, rarely in flocks, it 
walks well and is, as a rule, found on shore. Its flesh is rank and 
fishy. It does not breed in India ; in Europe it generally lays its 
eggs in holes, often in rabbit burrows. 

Genus CASAECA, Bonap., 1838. 

Very similar to Tadorna^ but the bill is straighter and less 
concave above ; the nail less hook(*d beneath ; tail short, rounded, 
of 14 feathers. The sexes are slightly difl:*erent. Pour species are 
recognized, of which one is Indian. 

1588. Casarca rutila. The Muddy Sheldrake or Brahminy Duck, 

Anas casarca, Linn, Syst. Nat, iii, App. p. 224 (1768). 

Anas rutila, Pallas^ Nov, Com, Petrop, xiv, 1, p. 579, pi. 22, fig. 1 
(1770). 

Casarca rutila, Bonap, Comp, List B. Mur, ^ N. Amer. p. 66 (1838) ; 
Blyth, Cat, p. 303 ; Adams, P, Z, S, 1858, p. 509; 1859, p. 189 ; 
Jerdon, B, I, iii, p, 701 ; Stoliczka, J, A. S, B, xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 70 ; 
Blanf, J, A. S, B. xli, pt. 2, p. 73 ; Hume, S, P\ i, p. 260 ; Adam, 
ibid, p. 401 ; Hume 4* Henders. Lah. to Yark. p. 296 ; Hume, N, 8f 
E, p. 641 ; Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 489 ; Ball, S, F, vii, p. 232 ; 
Cripps, ibid. p. 311 ; Hume, ibid. p. 492; id. Cat. no. 954; Seidly, 
S. F. viii, p. 362 ; Hume ^ Marsh. GameB. iii, p. 123, pi. ; Butl^, 
S, F. ix, p. 437 ; Meid, S. I', x, p. 80 ; Davidson, ibid. p. 326 ; 
Hume, ibid. p. 417 ; Taylor, ibid. p. 531 ; Barnes, Birds Bom, 
p. 400 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 342 ; St. John, Ibis, 1889, p, 179 ; 
Salvadon, Cat. B. M. xxvii, p. 177. 

Tadoma casarca, Anders. Yunnan Exped., Ave8,p. 699 ; Legge, Birds 
Ceyl, pp. 1070,1222; Oates, B, B. ii. p. 277; Swinh. ^Barnes, 
Ibis, 1885, p. 137 ; Oates in Humes N. 4* E, 2nd ed. iii, p. 286. 

Chakwa ^ , Chakwi $ , Surkhdh, Ldl, II. ; Mtcngh, Sind ; Bugri, 
Beng. ; Sarza, Chakrawdli, Mahr. ; Bapana ChUluwa, Tel. ; JCosar pandia, 
Panda hdnsa, Uriya; Nir-batha, Nirdcoli, South India; 

Coloration. Male, Head and neck buff, generally rather darker 
on the crown, cheeks, chin, and throat, and passing on the neck 
into the orange-browm or ruddy oehreous of the body above and 
below. A black collar round tiie lower neck is assumed abopt 
March and disappears as a rule about November. Scapulfurs like 
back; lower back and rump oehreous and black, yenniculated; 
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Upper tail-coverts, tail, and quills black ; the secondaries metallic 
green and bronze on their outer webs ; inner tertiaries orange- 
brown on outer webs, grey on inner ; wing-coverts whitish buff ; 
wing-lining w’hite ; middle of lower abdomen to vent chestnut ^ 
lower tail-coverts orange-brown like breast. 



Fig. 108. — Head of C. rutila. 


-Females are, as a rule, duller in tint and the head w^hitish or 
white; the black collar is always W'auting. The plumage in both 
sexes varies considerably in depth of tint. 

Bill, legs, and feet black or blackish ; irides dark browm. 

Length of male 26 ; tail 5 ; wdng 15 ; tarsus 2*5 ; bill from 
gape 2*3. Females are smaller, wing 13. 

Distribution, The Buddy Sheldrake is a migratory bird, breeding 
in Southern Europe, Northern Africa, Western and Central Asia. 
Great numbers breed in Ladak and other parts of Tibet, also in* 
Yarkand. The bird is a winter visitor to India, arriving about 
October, and leaving Southern India in March and Northern 
India in April, a few pairs remaining later in each case ; it is 
found in suitable places throughout the Peninsula, except on the 
Malabar coast. It is of rare occurrence in Ceylon. It is found in 
Baluchistan and Afghanistan, Assam, Manipur, and the Irrawaddy 
valley, but not in Tenasserim nor the Malay countries, though it 
is met with in China and Japan. 

Eahits^ 4'c. In India this species is very common on all rivers of 
any size, generally sitting in pairs on the sand by the riverside 
during the day. It feeds partly on grass or crops like geese, 
partly on mollusca and Crustacea ; it swims well, but is not often 
seen on the water. The story that is told of its eating carrion is 
very improbable, but it may visit carcases in order to feed on 
insects. Occasionally the pairs collect into flocks, but this is 
exceptional. Birds may often be seen about tanks or marshes,- 
but rivers are their regular haunt, by day or night, and it is diffi- 
cult, so long as one is on an Indian river, to get out of sight of 
these birds or out of hearing of their peculiar clanging bisyllabie 
call or alarm cry, which is uttered frequently on the slightest 
excuse. The Buddy Sheldrake in Tibet breeds generally in May 
and June at elevations of 12,000 to 16,000 feet, and makes a nest 
in a hole, usually in a bank or cliff. The eggs are white, and 
measure about 2’6 by 1*8. The young when hatched appear to be^ 
iwried to the wate^r lqr tlmir parent 
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No sanctity attaches to this Sheldrake in India, though there 
are many traditions redating lo it, but in Burma it is regarded as 
.an emblematic bird, and deserving of especial honour, and it is 
said to be sacred in Mongolia. It is an inferior duck for the 
table. 


Genus DENDROCYCNA, Swainson, 1 837. 

Bill of moderate size, raised at the base, nearly of the same 
breadth throughout ; nail prominent, suddenly bent down ; nostrils 
about one* third the distance from base to tip ; wings broad and 
rounded : tail short, rounded, of 16 feathers ; tarsus long and 
stout, reticulated ; feet large. 

Nine species, distributed tiiroughout the tropical regions of the 
world, are described in Salvadori^s British Museum Catalogue ; of 
these two are found in India. They are not truly migratory. 

Key to the Species. 

a. Upper tail-coverts chestnut ; wing about 7*5 .... D. javanicaf p. 430. 
K Upper tail-coverts whitish; wing about 9 D.fulvay p. 432. 

1589. Dendrocycna javanica. The mdstliny Teal. 

Anas javanica, Ilorsfeld, Tj\ Linn. Soc. xiii, p. 199 (1821). 

Anas arciiata, pt., itorsf. Zool. JRes. JavOy text of pi. 05 (1824). 

Mareca awsuree, Sykes ^ F. Z. S. 1832, p. l08. 

Dendrocygna arcuata, aptid Bhjthy Cat. p. 301 ; id. Ibisy 1865, p. 89 ; 
1867, p. 175 ; Stoliczkay J. A. S. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 255 ; Hume., N. E. 
p. 039; id. S. K i, p. 260; ii, p. 315; A. Anderson, Ibis, 1874, 
p. 222 ; Wardl. Bams. Ibis, 1877, p. 472 ; Oates, S. F. v, p. 169 ; 
nee Guv. 

Dendrocygna awsuree, Jtrdon, B. I. iii, p. 789; Godw.-Aust. 
J. A. & B. xxxix, pt. 2, p, 275, 

Dendrocygna javanica, Hume Dav. S. F. vi, p. 486 ; Dav. (Sf- Wend, 
S. F, vii, p. 92 ; Ball, ibid, p. 232 ; Cripps, ibid. p. 311 ; Hume, Cat. 
no. 952 ; Doif/y S, F. viii, p. 372 ; Leyge, Birds Ceyl. p. 1009 ; 
Hume Marsh. Game B. iii, p. 109, pi. ; Vidal, S. F. ix, p. 92 ; 
Butler, ildd. p. 436 ; Parker, ihia, p. 486; id. Ibis, 1^3, p. 194 ; 1886, 
p. 188 ; Beid, S. F. x, p. 80; Hume, ibid. p. 417 ; Oates, B. B. ii, 
p. 273 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 398 ; Taylor, S. F. x, pp. 528, 531 ; 
Htime, S. B\ xi, p. 341 ; Barnes, Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. i, p. 61 ; 
vi, p. 288 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 284. 

Dendrocycna javanica, Salvadori, Ann. Mus, Civ. Gen. (2) iv, 
p. 616 ; id. Cat. B. M. xxvii, p. 156. 

Silhi, Silhdhi, 11. ; Saral, Shareil, Bcng. ; Hansrali, Uriya ; Morali^ 
Assam ; Tingi, Manipur ; Yerra ChiUula, Tel. ; Yerrundi, Mai.; Ckemha 
Tara, Tam. (Ceylon) ; Saaru, Tatta Sam'u, Cing. ; Si^sa-U, Burm. 

Coloration. Forehead, crown, and nape brown, darker behind, 
fulvous or rufescent in front ; sides of head (including eupercilia) 
and the upper neck very fight brown, almost white on the chin 
and throat, bind neck darker ; hack and scapulars dark brown, 
with broad pale transverse rufous tips to the feathers ; Idwer back 
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find rump blackish; smaller and median wing-^coverfcs chestnut, 
greater coverts and quills black ; upper tail-coverts chestnut ; 
tail dark brown ; lower parts light ferruginous, becoming pale 
yellowish brown on the uj)per breast, and whitish on the vent and 
lower tail-coverts ; flanks light brown, the long feathers with broad 
whitish shaft-stripes. 

Younger birds have the underparts throughout very light brown. 

Bill, legs, and feet brownish blue, the nail of the bill nearly 
black ; iris brown ; eyelids bright yellow {Oates), 

Length 17 ; tail 2 ; wing 7*5 ; tarsus 1*75 ; bill from gape 1*9. 



Fig. Head D. javanicu, h 

BistrUmtion, A resident almost throughout India, Ceylon, and 
Burma in suitable localities ; also in the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands, Malay Peninsula, Siam, Cochin, Southern China, Sumatra, 
Borneo, and »lava. This Duck is very rare or wanting in the Hima- 
layas and the Panjab ; it is of course absent from the desert region, 
and in many parts of the country it is only found in the rains 
generally, because the ])onds and marshes are dry at other times. 
It does, however, move about considerably at different seasons. 

HahitSy ^c. This common and familiar bird is chiefly found 
about well wooded and weedy ponds and marshes. It is not 
generally seen on rivers, nor on large open pieces of water, and 
it delights in trees, on which it often perches and roosts, and 
mostly makes its nest. It keeps in flocks, sometimes large, during 
the winter and spring, and these flocks are well known to duck- 
sliooters in India, for they fly round and round rather slowly, 
uttering their peculiar whistling call, long after all other ducks 
and teal, except the Cotton Teal, have deserted the water. 
The Whistling Teal breeds in most parts of India and Burma in 
July and August : it either makes a nest of sticks in a tree, occupies 
an old nest of a crow, heron, or cormorant, or builds in grass or 
thorny scrub near the water’s edge. In Ceylon the breeding- 
season varies, being from J une to August in. the south, February 
to April in the north-w^est of the island. From 8 to 14 white 
^ggs (usually 10 to 12) are laid, measuring on an average 1*86 by 
1*49. The young are carried down to the water in the claws (or, 
according to some observers, on the backs) of the old birds. The 
flesh of this Teal is very poor eating. Whistling Teal are good 
swimmers and divers, and Mr. Finn has observed them diving for 
food regularly like Pochards. 



432 


ANATIDJ5. 


1590. Dendrocycna fulva. The Large WUsflmg Teal, 

Anas fulva, Gmel. Syst, Nat, i, p. 530 (1788), 

Deiidrocygrna major, Jerdony Madr. Jour, L. S, xii, p. 218 (1840) ; id. 
111. Ind. Orn. j)l. 23 ; Blythy Cat. p. 301 ; Jerdmi, B. I. iii, p. 790 ; 
fSclatery P. Z. S, 1864, p. 300; I860, p. 148: JUythy Ibis, 1805, 
p. 39; 1867, p. 175; Hume, N. ^ E. p. 640; James, S. F, i, 
p. 421 ; Hume Oates, S. F. iii, p. 193 ; F'airhank, S, F, iv, 
p. 264 ; Butler, S. F. v, p. 328. 

Dendrocygna fulva, Blyth, Ibis, 1870, p. 176 ; Sclat. ^ Salv. 
P. Z. S, 1876, ]). 372 ; Hume Sf I)av. 8. F. vi, p. 488; Dav. (S* 
We77d. 8. F. vii, p. 92 ; Hume, ibid. 492 ; id. Cat. no. 953 ; Hume 
(S* Marsh. Game B. iii, p. 119, pi.; Butler, 8. F. ix, p. 437; 
Parker, ibid. p. 487 ; Reid, 8. P\ x, p. 80 ; Eden, ibid. p. 104 : Taylor, 
ibid. pp. 528, 531 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 274 ; Barnea, Birds Bom. 
p. 399 ; id. Jour. Bom. N. II, 8oc. vi, p. 280 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, 
p. 342 ; Oates in Hume's N. 6c E. 2iid ed. iii, p. 286. 

Dendrocycna fulva, 8clater, P. Z. 8. 1880, p. 509 ; 8alvadori, Cat, 
B. M, xxvii, p. 140. 

Coloration, Forehead and crown brownish ferruginous, passing 
on the nape into a black stripe that extends down the hind neck, 
and on the sides into the dull light brown with pale shaft-stripes 
of the rest of the head and upper neck ; short feathers in front 
and at sides of middle neck white with dark brown edges and bases ; 
back, scapulars, rump, and tail black, the feathers of the upper 
back and scapulars with broad pale transverse rufous ends ; median 
and some of the smaller wing-coverts dark chestnut, remainder of 
the wings above and below black ; lower neck and uuderparts 
rufous ochraceous, passing into cinnamon, especially on the flanks, 
where the longer feathers are whitish with dark brown lateral 
edges ; vent and upper and low^er tail-coverts whitish. 

Bill plumbeous ; irides brown ; orbits pale livid ; legs and feet 
dark plumbeous {tJerdon), 

Length 20 ; tail 2 ; wing 9 ; tarsus 2*25 ; bill from gape 2*4. 
The females are rather smaller. 

Distribution. The larger Whistling Teal is not a common bird 
anywhere, but may be found at times throughout India south of 
the Himalayas. It has been observed in Ceylon by Parker, and 
by Oates and Wardlaw Eamsay in Pegu and Toungoo. It is, 
however, very rare in the Madras Presidency and the Deccan, and 
is perhaps commonest in Lower Bengal. To the westward it is 
found in Sind. This species has not been recorded elsewhere in 
Asia, but it has a remarkable range, being found in Africa south 
of the Sahara, Madagascar, and Central and South America, 

Habits, ^c. Similar to those of i>. javanica, except that the flight 
is stronger and more rapid ; the present species occurs in small 
flocks and often perches on trees. Very little is known of the 
nidification, which is believed to be the same as that of the smaller 
species. Eggs measure about 2-18 by 1*7, As an article of food 
this Whistling Teal is said to be better than its smaller relative. 
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Genus NETTOPUS, Brands, 1836. 

This well-marked genus, containing four species — one African, 
one Indian, and two Australian — is distinguished by its small size 
and short goose-like beak. The bill is very high at the base and 
narrows gradually in front ; the nostrils are small, near the base, 
and oval; wings pointed; tail short, rounded, of 12 feathers. 
Eeet placed far back ; hind toe with a narrow, but distinct lobe. 
The sexes differ but little in winter, but in the breeding-season 
the male assumes a somewhat brighter and more distinctive garb. 

Although the bill is shaped somewhat like that of a goose, “ Cotton 
Teal,’^ as they are called in India, differ widely from geese in 
structure and habits. Geese feed almost entirely on land, walk 
well, are rarely 'seen swimming, and seldom dive, whilst members 
of the genus Nettopus are very poor walkers (though by no means, 
as stated by some writers, unable to walk) and are always found 
on the water, whether feeding, resting, or sleeping, except when 
they perch on trees, and they dive freely. Neither in flight, 
voice, structure of the trachea, nidilication, nor plumage is there 
any resemblance between Anser and Nettopus, 



Fig. 3 10. — Hetid ot N. coromandelianm, 4. 

1591. Nettopus coromaudelianus. The Cotton Teal, 

Anas coroinandeliaiia, (hn, Syst, Nat. i, p. 522 (1788). 

Anas girra, Gray in Hardw. III. Ind. Zool. i, pi. 68 (1830-32). 
Nettapus coromandelianus, Blyth, Cat. p. 302 ; Jerdon^ B. I. iii, p. 786 ; 
Blythy IbiSy 1867, pp. 175, 310; Hayes Lloyd, Ibis, 1873, p. 419; 
Waldeny Ibis, 1874, p. 149 ; A. Anderson, ibid. p. 222 ; Butler, S. F. 
iv, p. 27 ; Hume, ibid. p. 294; Hume I)av. 6'. F. vi, p. 486 ; Ball, 
S. F. vii, p. 231 ; Cripps, tbid.^. 311 ; Leyye, Birds Ceyl. p. 1066; 
Vidal, B. F. ix, p. 92 ; Bimson, Ibis, 1882, p. ; Kelham, ibid, 
p. 200 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 272 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p, 397 ; 
Oates in Hume's N. <5* F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 280; F. Finn, P. A, B. B. 
1897, p. 81 ; Baker, Jour. Bom. N. H. Boe. xi, p. 191. 

Nettapus coromandelicus, Hume, B. F. ii, p. 315. 

Nettopus coromandelianuB, Hume, B. F. vii, p. 491 ; id. Cat, no. 961 ; 
Butler, B. F. ix, p. 486 ; Hume ^ Marsh. Game B. iii. p. 101, pi. ; 
Beid, B. F. x, p. 79 ; Hume, ibid. p. 417 ; Taylor, ibid, p. 531 ; 
Hume ^ Cripps, B, F. xi, p. 341 ; Barnes, Jour, Botn. N. H. Boc. 
vi, p. 287 ; Balvadori, Cat. B. M, xxvii, p, 68, 

The WhiteJ)odied Goosey-Teal, Jerdon. Girri, Givria, Gii-ja, H. ; 
Gur-^rra, Etawah ; Ghanyariel, Ghanganij Beng, ; Bullia-hdm, Dacca, 
Fariapur, Sylhet; Bandana, Uriya; Lerriget-perriget, Merom-derehet, 
Kol. ; Ads, Adla, Ratnagiri ; Kaiagat, Burmese. 3&ost of these names 
are imitations of the bird’s cry. 

Cohratioii, Male in summer. Forehead and middle of crown 
exteuding to the nape dark brown ; remainder of head, including 

Toil. IT. o - 
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8upercilia, all the neck and lower plumage white, except a black 
collar, glossed with green behind, all round the lower neck ; upper 
parts behind the neck dark brown, glossed witli metallic green or 
purple, especially on the mantle and wings ; primaries dark brown 
on basal halves, then white with the tips black, secondaries like 
mantle with white tips ; upper tail-coverts dark brown, with narrow 
white bars and mottling ; sides of breast and flanks white, finely 
vermiculated with brown ; wing-lining and under tail-coverts dark 
ch ocol ate-bro wn . 

In winter the male loses its collar and resembles the female, 
except that it retains the white on the quills and some of the 
green gloss on the mantle and wings. 

In females the crown and a line through the lores and eye on 
each side are brown; narrow forehead and supercilia, sides of head 
below eye, neck, and lower parts white, more or less sullied and, 
on the head and neck, speckled \>tith brown marks that become 
defined wavy lines on the breast and neck ; u])per parts, wings, 
and tail brown ; secondaries and inner primaries tipped white ; 
upper tail-coverts white mixed with brown. Young birds resemble 
females ; nestlings are clad in down of a blackish-brow ii tint with 
white stripes and spots. 

In breeding males the bill is black, iris bright red ; legs, toes, 
and webs black, tarsus and toes at sides dusky yellow ; in winter 
the upper mandible is brownish and the lower yellowish : in 
females the bill is browm above, yellowish below’ ; iris brown ; legs 
and toes greenish yellow (Oates), 

Length 13; tail 2*5 ; wing 6*5 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape 1‘1. 
Females are a little smaller. 

Distrilnition. Throughout the greater part of India, Ceylon, and 
Burma, also the Andamans, Malay Peninsula, and the Malay 
countries to China, the Philippines, Borneo, Java, and Celebes. 
In India this Teal is rare in Malabar, the Bombay Presidency, and 
Kattywar, and wanting in the desert parts*of Kajputana, in Sind, 
,and the Western Punjab. It is especially common in Lower 
Bengal, and is brought to the Calcutta market, according to Hume, 
in larger numbers than all the other Ducks together. It is common 
in Pegu and Northern Ceylon, rare in Tenasserim, and generally 
most abundant in well-w’ooded country with numerous small ponds 
.and marshes, not in forest tracts. 

Habits, ^c, ‘‘This pretty little Goslet,” as Jerdon says, “frequents 
■weedy and grassy tanks in moderate or rather large flocks, flies with 
great rapidity, uttering a peculiar cackling call, and is, when un- 
disturbed, very familiar and unwary. It breeds generally in old 
trees, often at some distance from water, occasionally in ruined 
houses, temples, old chimneys, and the like, laying eight or ten 
small white eggs.” It would be difficult to give a better account 
in the same space, though it is a mistake to call this duck a goslet* 
Cotton Teal are common in small weedy ponds around villages ; they 
dive well, but walk badly ; their call somewhat resembles the words 
“ Fix bayonets,” and they are sometimes known by that name. The 
^ggs are laid in July and August, and measure about 1*7 by 1*29. 
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Genus ANAS, Linn., 1766. 

Bill of moderate length, but little higher at the base, flat 
anteriorly, the sides parallel or nearly so ; nostril about a quarter 
of the distance from the forehead to the end of the bill ; wings 
long and pointed, a metallic speculum formed by the outer webs 
of the secondary quills ; tail rather pointed, of 18 or 20 feathers ; 
tarsus shielded in front, hind toe with a small narrow lobe. 

The species of this germs and its near allies, such as the Gad- 
wall and the Teals, have a habit of feeding on the bottom in shallow 
water, with the hinder half of their bodies sticking up vertically 
above the water. None of the Pochards do this. 

To this cosmopolitan genus 17 species are referred by Salvador! ; 
only two are Indian, and these two differ in characters that are 
often regarded as generic. 

Ke}f to the Species, 

a. Sexes different ; spec iil uni purple-hlne . . A. bosom, p. 4^5. 

b. Sexes alike ; speculum green A. pwcUorhjnchtts, p. 436. 

] 592, Anas boscas. The Mallard. 

Anas boschaa, Linn, Sijst. Nat. i, p. 205 (17(>(>) ; Theobald, J. A. 8. B. 
xxiii, p. 602 ; JUyth, Cat. p. 303 ; Adams, P. Z. 8. 3858, p. 510 ; 
1859, p. 190; Jordon, B. I. iii, p. 798; Blylh, Ibis, 1867, p. 176; 
Hume, N. iSf E, p. 042 ; id. 8. F. i, p. 261 ; vii, pp. 67, 492 ; id. 
Cat. no. 958; Butler, 8. F. ix, p. 4^37; Barnes, Bh'ds Bom. 
p. 402. 

Anas boscas, Wharton, Ibis, 1879, p. 453; id. 8. F. viii, p. 499; 
Hume Marsh. Game B. iii, p. 1 51, pi. ; Biddidph, Ibis, 1881, p. 99 ; 
8mdly, ibid. p. 592 ; Beid, 8. F. x, p. 81 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p, 344 ; 
Oates in Hume's N. ^ F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 288; Saloadori, Cat. B. M. 
xxvii, p. 189. 

Nilsii'f Nir-rugi, H. ; Lily <S , Lily aid J, Nepal. 

Coloration. Male after autumnal moult. Head and upper neck 
glossy emerald-green ; a white ring, slightly intei'rupted behind, 
round the lower neck, followed by a broad gorget of deep chestnut, 
covering most of the breast ; upper back and scapulars finely 
vermiculated white and brown, some outer scapulars tinged with 
chestnut ; middle of back dark brown, lower back black ; rump, 
upper tail-coverts, and the four middle tail-feathers the same, 
glossed with purple or green, and the four middle rectrices curled 
upwards at the ends ; rest of tail-feathers white, greyish brown 
near the shafts ; quills dark brown, the secondaries white-tipped, 
their outer webs anteriorly metallic purple, with a subterminal black 
band ; tertiaries greyish brown, tinged on outer webs with chest- 
nut ; wing-coverts brown, greater secondary coverts with a white 
siibterminal band and black tips; wing-lining white; abdomen 
and flanks white, finely vermiculated with brown ; lower tail-coverf s 
velvety black. 
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After the breeding season the drake moults in June into a 
plumage like that of the female : when the body-moult is complete, 
the bird loses its quills and is for a time unable to fly. The 
ordinary male plumage is reassumed by a second moult in 
September. 

Female, Brown above, the feathers edged with buff ; scapulars 
and feathers of upper back with concentric buff bands ; sides of 
head paler than crowm, chin and tliroat browmish buff, unspotted ; 
wing as in male ; underparts buff, with brown centres to feathers, 
upper breast brownier; tail-feathers brown, with wiiitish-buff 
edges. 

Nail of bill black, remainder of upper mandible generally dull 
olive, yellower at base ; irides browm ; legs and feet orange-red. 
Sometimes the bill in females is black on the culmen, elsewhere 
orange-yellow Tail-feathers 20 in the male, 18 in the 

female. 

Length of males 24 ; tail 3*5 ; w ing 11 ; tarsus 1'8 ; bill from 
gape 2*6. Females are smaller : wing 10 ; tail 3*3 ; tarsus 1 *6. 

Distnhution, Eesident throughout the temperate regions of the 
northern hemisphere, and breeding in Europe, Asia, and America, 
some birds migrating to the southward in winter. The Mallard 
breeds in the Himalayas, and especially in Kashmir, w’here it is 
resident, and is, in winter, common in the Western Punjab and 
Sind, not uncommon in the North-west Provinces, Oudh, and 
Behar, and of occasional occurrence in Guzerat, the Central Indian 
Agency, the Deccan, Bengal, and Northern Burma, but unknown 
in Southern India, Ceylon, Pegu, and Tenasserim. 

Ilahits, This, the common wild duck of Western Europe, 
is generally found in flocks, small or large ; it haunts rivers, brooks, 
lakes, marshes, or sea-coasts, and lives chiefly on vegetable food, 
though it occasionally feeds on Crustacea, mollusca, frogs, or fish. 
In the Punjab it is common on the banks of rivers. It is a swift 
flyer, a fair walker, and an excellent swimmer and diver. It 
breeds in Kashmir in May and the first half of June, and lays six 
to twelve greenish-white eggs, measuring on an average 2*23 by 
1*6, in a nest of dried grass or flag, lined with a little down. The 
Mallard is one of the best of all ducks for eating, and is the 
original source from which tame ducks are derived, 

1593. Anas poecilorhjmclia. The Sj:)otted-hilled Duch. 

Anas poecilorhyncha, Forst. in Pennant^ Ind. Zool, p, 23, t. xiii, fig. I 
(1781 ) ; Gray in Hardtv. Ill, Ind, ZooL i, pL 67 ; Blyt\ Vat, 
^ 804 ; Jerdmij B. I. iii, p. 799 ; Blyth^ Birds Burm, p, 166 ; 
Mume ^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 489; Anders, Yunnan Expea,^ Aves, 
p. 699 ; Eav, 4" Wend, S. F. vii, p. 92 ; Ball, ibid, p. 232 ; 
ibid, p. 492 ; id. Cat, no. 959 ; Eoiy^ S, F, viii, p. 872 ; Hume 
Marsh. Game B. iii,p. 166, pi. ; Butler^ S. F. ix, p. 437 ; Legoe, 
Birds Ceyl. p, 1073 ; Meid, S. F, x, p. 81 ; Eavidson, ibid, p. 326 ; 
EavisoUf ibid, p. 418 ; C. J, W, Taylor ^ Und, p. 466 ; J, H, Tayk/ty^ 
ibid. pp. 628, 631 ; Oatesy B. B, ii, p. 282 ; BarneSy Birds Bom 
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p. 403 ; id. Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. i, p. 61 ; vi, p. 290 ; Salvador^ 
Ann. Mm. Civ. Gen. (2) iv, p. 616 j Hume, S. F. xi, p. 344 ; 
Oates in Humes N. E. 2ud ed. iii, p. 289 ; Salvadori, Cat. B. M. 
xxvii, p. 209. 

Anas pcekilorhyncha, Gmel. Syst. Nat. i, 2, p. 535 (1788); Hume, 
N. E. p. 043; id. S. jP. i, p. 201; Adam, ibid. p. 402; Butler ^ 
Hume, S. F. iv, p. 29. 

^ Garm-pai, Bata, Guyval, II. ; Iliinjtir, Sind ; Naddun, Nepal Terai ; 
Kara, Manipur ; Viinube, Burmese. 



Fig. 111.— Bill of A. pacilorhyncha. .J. 

Coloration. Borehead and crown, and a broad band on each side, 
including lores and eye, dark brown with pale streaks ; superciliary 
bands, sides of head, and all the neck whitish, with minute brown 
streaks, passing on the lower neck into larger brown spots ; chin 
and throat immaculate ; upper back and scapulars brown, with 
pale edges to the feathers ; lower back, rump, upper and under 
tail-coverts, and tail black, a slight gloss of metallic green on the 
rump and upper tail-coverts ; quills dark brown, outer webs of 
secondaries metallic green, changing to purple, with a sub terminal 
black band and narrow white tip ; outer webs of tertiaries white ; 
greater coverts with a broad subterminal white band and black 
tip ; smaller and median coverts brown, pale towards edge of 
wing ; wing-lining white ; breast and abdomen white or fulvous 
white, with brown centres to feathers forming spots; lower abdomen 
dark browm. Sexes alike. 

Bill black, base of upper mandible orange, tip of both mandibles 
(except the nail, which is generally black in part) yellow to orange; 
irides brown ; legs and feet orange to vermilion, the latter in old 
males. Rectrices 18 in females, and apparently 20 in males 

Length about 24; tail 4*1; wing 11; tarsus 1*9; bill from 
gape 2’5. Eemales are rather less in size; wing 10. 

* I can find but one male specimen with the tail perfect. This skin is 
dated August Ist, and shows no sign of moultiiig. It has never been asoer- 
tftined whether the drake of this species moults after breeding. It is evidently 
advantageous foe drakes that wear a gaudy plumage in tb6 nuptial season to 
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Distribution. Eesiclent throughout India south of the Himalayas, 
and in Assam, Manipur, the Upper Irrawaddy Valley above Man- 
dalay, and the Slian States, but not known to occur in Pegu or 
Tenasserim. This Duck is found in Ceylon, but is not common. 
It has not been met with outside the Indian Empire. 

Habits, 6iC. The Spotted-billed Duck, sometimes called the Grey 
Duck, is a freshwater bird, general!}’' met with on tanks and 
swamps in small parties of from six to a dozen in the winter, and 
in pairs in the breeding-season. The food, flight, and voice differ 
but little from those of the Mallard, and A. poscUorJiyiicha is, in the 
cold season, an excellent bird for the tabic. Tlie breeding-season 
varies with locality, but in' Northern India generally it is from 
July to September. The nest, of grass or rushes, is usually in 
low dense cover near water, occasionally on a low branch of a tree; 
the eggs are greyish white, 6 to 12 in number, and measure 2*15 
by 1*70. 

Genus EUNETTA, Bonap., 1856. 

The generic characters are confined to the male, and are the 
presence of a bushy nuchal crest, elongate sickle-shaped tertiaries, 
and long upper and under tail-coverts etpialling or exceeding the 
tail-feathers in length. P oiirteen rectrices. 

Sexes distinct. Females do not differ in structure from those of 
Nettium. A single species. 

1594. Eunetta falcata. The Crested or Falcated T'eal. 

Anas falcata, Georgi, JReisc Fuss, Reichs, i, p. 167 (1775) ; McLeody 
S. F, X, p. 168 

Querquedula falcata, G. R. Gray, Gni, B. iii, p. 610 : Hume, S. F. 
iv, p. 225; vii, p, 494; viii, p. 411; Ande^'s. Yunnan Kvped., 
Avesj p. 701 ; Hnme, Cat. no. 960 bis ; Hume ^ Marsh. Game B. 
iii, p. 231, pi. ; Reid, .S. F. x, p. 84. 

Eunetta falcata, Ronaj}. C. R. xliii, p. G-^O ; Salvadori, Cat. B. M. 
XX vii, p. 218. 

Kala Sinhhur^ H. (Oudh, teste Keid). 

Coloration. Male. A white spot on the forehead, crown chestnut; 
a band round the nape from eye to eye, including the mane-like 
crest-feathers, metallic green ; lores and cheeks coppery bronze ; 
chin, throat, and fore neck white, followed by a dark green 
collar, and below that again a white ring round the lower neck ; 
feathers of upper back concentrically marked with grey and white 
bars which pass on the scapulars into fine vermiculation ; a jet- 

exchange the same for the more sober livery of the female when assisting her 
to take charge of the young ; but in the case of the present species, and of 
others in which the sexes are similarly attired throughout the year, there is no 
reason for the double moult. It. is much to be desired that this question should 
be cleared up by the preservation of dated skins of both sexes oolleoted at 
intervalB of about, a month (in the breeding-season and immediately after, 
about a fortnight) throughout the year. 
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black patch formed by the tips of some of the outer scapulars ; 
longer scapulars with white edges ; lower back and rump brown, 
shorter upper tail-coverts verrniculated, grey and white, longer 
coverts velvety black, glossed with green ; tail-feathers brown ; 
primaries greyish brown, outer webs of secondaries black glossed 
with green, especially on the inner feathers ; the falcate tertiaries 
black, slightly gloss(‘d with green, the shafts white, and the outer 
8. iiglit brown terminal shaft-stripe ; wing-coverts grey,. 
passing into white on the larger coverts ; breast and abdomen 
white, the breast with broad crescentic dark brown bands that 
break up on the- abdomen and pass on the sides and flanks into 
narrow vermiculate bars ; lower tail-coverts black in the middle^ 
with a large buff patch on each side, separated from a white spot 
on the lower flanks by black. After the breeding-season the male 
moults into a plumage much like that of the female. 



Fig. 112. — Head of K. falcata. 


Female, Hoad and neck brown streaked with whitish, much 
paler beneath ; back and sca])ulars brown, with concentric pale 
rufous bands ; lower back and rump blackish : upper tail-coverts 
brown, with concentric pale bands ; tail-feathers brown ; quills 
brown ; speculum black, slightly glossed with green ; wing-coverts 
greyish brown, wit 1 1 pale edges, especially the greater coverts; 

S er breast and sides dull rufous, with concentric brown bars ; 

omen whitish, with a few bars or spots; under tail-coverts 
rufescent, with brown marks. 

Bill black in the male, greenish black iu the female; irides 
brown ; legs and feet drab with an olive tinge {Hume), 

Length of male 20 ; tail 3 ; wing 10 ; tarsus 1*5 ; bill from 
gape 2*1. Females are smaller ; wing 9. 

The female of this species may be distinguished from other forms 
by its speculum. 

Distribution, A common migratory bird of Eastern Asia, rarely 
met with to the westward and in Europe, but an occasional winter 
visitor to Nox'thern India, individuals having been recorded from 
Bahawalpur, Karmll, Eerozepore, Delhi, Lucknow (several speci- 
mens), Purneah, probably the Calcutta ^zaar, and Upper Burma^ 
near Bhamo. 
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Genus CHAULELASMUS, Gray apud Bonap., 1838, 

This is a genus generally admitted, but distinguished from Anas 
by characters of secondary importance. The bill is similar in shape, 
though smaller, and the lamelke are more developed. The speculum 
is black and white. Tail of 10 feathers. 

One species with a wide range occurs in India. The only other 
species referred to the genus is very little known. 

1595. Chaulelasmus streperus. The Gadwall. 

Anas strepera, Linn. Si/st. Nat. i, p. 200 (1700); Blyth^ Birds 
Barm, p. 100; Fairbanky IS. F. iv, p. 204; Scully y IbiSy 1881, 
p. 592. 

Chauliodus strepera, Swams. Jour. Roy. Inst, ii, p. 19 (1831) ; 

JerdoUy JUadr. Jour. L. S. xii, p. 220. 

Chaulelasmus streperus, Bonap. Comp. List B. Fur. K.A^ner. p.56 
(1838) ; Blythy Cat. p. 304 ; Jordan, B. I. iii, p. 802 ; Godw.^Amt, 
J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 275 ; Stoliczka, J. A. S, B. xli, pt. 2, 
p. 255 : Hume Headers. Lah. to Yark. p. 290 ; Hume, S. F. i, 
p. 201 ; Adam, ibid. p. 402 ; Butler, S. F. iv, p. 29 ; Davids. 
Wend. S. F, vii, p. 1)2 ; Ball, ibid. p. 232 ; Hume, ibid, p. 493 ; 
id. Cat. no. 961 ; Scidly, S. F. viii, ]>. 302 ; Hume Marsh. Game 
j?. iii, p. 181, pi.; Vidal, S. F, ix, p. 92; Butler, ibid, p, 438; 
Reid, S. F. x, p. 82 ; Davidson, ibid. p. 325 ; Hume, ibid. p. 418 ; 
Taylor, ibid. p. 531 ; Oates, B. B. p. 283 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. 
p. 405; Hume, S. I\ xi, p. 345; St.John, Ibis, 1889, p. 179; 
Salvadori, Cat. B. M. xxvii, p. 221. 

Mila, Bhuar, Beykhur, H. ; PeinyJtdns, Beng. ; Mail, Nepal; Burd, 
Sind. 



Fig. 113. “hill of C. strcperns. J. 

Coloration, Male, Head and neck greyish white, speckled with 
brown, crown chiefly brown ; a slight dark band running back from 
each eye ; lower neck and upper back dark brown, with concentric 
whitish bars ; scapulars brow n, most of them vermiculated with 
w hite or fulvous, the longest not vermiculated, pale-edged ; lower 
back brown, sometimes vermiculated, passing into black on the 
rump and upper tail-coverts ; tail-featliers and quills greyish brown, 
outer webs of middle secondaries black, of last two or three white. 
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forming a speculum ; smaller wing-coverts brown, median chestnut, 
greater velvety black ; wing-iiniog and lower parts white, the upper 
breast with crescentic brown bars, sides and flanks with narrow 
wavy brown bars ; lower abdomen with dusky markings ; under 
tail-coverts black. After the breeding-season the drake assumes 
female plumage. 

Female, Head and neck streaked brown and white, browm pre- 
dominating above, white beneath ; upper parts dark brown, with 
rufous-buff edges to feathers ; rump blacker ; wings as in the 
male, except that the chestnut is wanting or confined to a few of 
the median wing-coverts ; breast pale rufous, spotted with browm ; 
-abdomen white. In young birds the lower parts are spotted 
throughout. 

Bill in male black or brownish, reddish or yellow on the 
lower mandible; in feniale brownish orange, blackish on the 
tip and culrnen ; irides brown ; legs yellowish brown to dull 
orange. 

Length of male 20 ; tail 3*4 ; wing 10 5 ; tarsus 1*5 ; bill from 
gape 2*1. Females are smaller : wing 9*5. 

Distrihution, Throughout the greater part of the northern hemi- 
sphere, breeding in the temperate zone and migrating in winter 
to the southward. The Gadwall is common from October to 
March throughout Northern India, from the Punjab and 8ind to 
Assam, Manipur, and in Upper Burma; but it has not been observed 
in Pegu or Tenasserim, nor in the Peninsula of India south of 
Mysore, nor in Ceylon. 

Habits^ 4^, Gaclwalls are common Ducks in Northern India, 
and may be found in small or large flocks wherever there are 
rivers, tanks, or marshes, but they do not in general resort to the 
sea-coast. Their call and food are very similar to those of the 
Mallard, and their flight is rather more rapid. They are not known 
to breed within our limits. As a rule they are good to eat. 


Genus NETTIUM, Kaup, 1829. 

This genus, containing the Common Teal and some allied species, 
differs from Anas in having a smaller number of tail-feathers, 
14 or 16 as a rule, in the narrower bill, and in the smaller size of 
the birds. The differences from Ghauhlasmvs and Mareca are 
also slight. 

Key to the Species, 


a. Sexes different in plumage. 

a\ Secondaries bronze-green near coverts, black 

towards ends F, formosuntf p. 442. 

b\ Outer secondaries black, inner green N, crecca, p. 443. 

h. Sexes alike. 

c\ Outer web of Ist secondary white, of 7th-9th 

bronze, of others black * N, albiytdaref p. 444. 
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1596. Nettium formosum. The Baikal Teal or Clucking TeaL 

Anas fonnosa, Georgi Iteise Russ. Reich, p. 108 (1775). 

Anas glocitans, Pallas, Kon. Svensk, Vet.-Ak. Ilandl. xl, p. 20, pi. i. 
(1779). 

Querquedula ^locitans, Blyth, Cat. p. 305 ; Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 808 f 
Hume, S. P\ viii, p. 412. 

Querquedula forniosa, Hume, S. P. yii, y. 494 : viii, p. 494 ; id. Cat. 
no. 900 ; Hume Marsh. Game B. iii, p. 225, pi. ; Barnes, Birds 
Bom. p. 411. 

Nettion formosum, Salvadori, Cat. B. M. xxvii, p. 240. 

Coloration. Male. Forehead and crov\n, a band IVom beneath 
the eye to the throat, chin and throat black, the crown-feathers 
often with brown tips ; a crescentic green baud from eye to eye 
round the nape, widening behind ; three black streaks from behind 
it, one on the hind neck and one on each side, tlie latter converging 
but not meeting below ; sides of head and upper neck buff, the 
two areas meeting behind the throat across the fore neck, but 
each divided by the black line from the eye ; narrow borders to 
all black areas of] head and neck white ; back, shorter scapulars, 
sides of breast, and flanks very finely vermiculated with dark 
grey and white; longer scapulars lanceolate, the outer webs rufous 
outside, black inside, inner webs silky brownish white; inter- 
scapulars (sometimes the middle of the upper back also) browm, 
the featliers pale-edged ; lower back and rumj) greyer ; upper 
tail-coverts brown, with wiiitish edge.s inside ; tail-feathers and 
quills dark brown, speculum formed by outer webs of secondaries, 
greenish bronze near the coverts, then black and with pmre white 
tips, tcrtiaries with some velvety black on the outer webs, 
narrowiy bordered by brownish buff; wing-coverts brown, the 
greater secondary coverts with rufous tips ; breast pale brownish 
vinous with small round black spots ; on each side of the breast is 
a transverse white band just under the bend of the wing ; abdomen 
white ; under tail-coverts black, with pale reddish-brown outer 
edges, the longest coverts whitish. 

Female. Upper parts, wings, and tail brown, with paler edges to 
the feathers, crown darkest ; speculum as in the male, but the 
rufous and bronze-green bands duller ; a buff spot on each side of 
the head in front of the lores, another under each eye ; sides of 
head and neck buff or pale rufous speckled with brown ; low'er 
parts white, except lower fore neck and upper breast, w hich are 
light rufous brown with dark brown spots. 

Bill dark bluish brown ; irides chestnut-brown ; feet light 
greyish blue. Tail-feathers 14. 

Length 15*5 ; tail 3*1 ; wing 8*25 ; tarsus 1*4 ; bill from gape 
1*9. Female rather less. 

The female may be distinguished from that of N, crecca by its 
speculum and by the whitish loral spot. 

Distribution. Chiefly Eastern Siberia, China, and Japan, breeding 
in the north of the area ; an occasional straggler is found in 
Western Asia or in Europe. Only a few cases of this bird’a 
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occurrence in India have been recorded, A male was obtained in 
the Calcutta bazaar by Blyth in 1844, another by Mr. Chill near 
Delhi in November 1879, a third by Mr. E. James in Sind, and a 
fourth, probably of this vspecies, by Col. McMaster in the Northern 
Circars. The bird is also said to have been seen, or its peculiar 
loud clucking note heard, in other places, but specimens have not 
been kept for comparison. 

1597. Nettium crecca. The Common Teal. 

Anas crecca, Lin7i. Syst. Nat. i, p. 204 ; Blyih, Birds Barm. p. 166 
Legyc, Birds Ceyl. p. 1083 ; Scully , Ihis^ 1881, p. 598. 

Querquedula crecca, Blyth^ Cat. p. 305 ; Jerdou, B. I. iii, p. 806 
Stoliczhay J. A. S. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 255 ; Hume Ilenders. Lah. 
to Yark. p. 297 ; Humey S. T\ i, p. 262 ; AdaiUy ibid. p. 402 ; 
Butler y S. F, iv, p. 30 ; v, p. 234; Htme I)at\ S. F. vi, p. 489 ; 
Anders. Yunnan Exped.y AveSy p. 700 : Davids, Wend. S. F. vii, 
p. 93 ; Jially ibid. p. 232 ; Hmucy ibid. p. 494 ; id. Cat. no. 964 
Scully* S. F. Yiii,p. 363 ; Hume Marsh. Game i?. iii, p. 205, pi. 
Bidfiulphf Ibisy 1881, j). 100; Swmhoe, Ibisy 1882, p. 124; Vidal y 
S. F. ix, p. 93 ; Buflei\ ibid. p. 438 ; Beidy S. F. x, ]). 83 ; JDavison, 
ibid. p. 418 ; C. J. Ji\ Taylor y ibid. p. 467 ; OateSy B. B. ii, p. 285 ; 
BarneSy Birds Bom. p. 409; Humey S. F. xi, p. 346. 

Nettion crecca, Kaupy Natiirl. Syst. p, 95 (1829); Salvadoriy Cat. 
B. M. xxvii, p. 243. 

Chota Muryhdhiy Kerra, Lohya KerrUy Pntariy Souclmrukay H. ; 
Naroiby Tulsiabiyriy Bcng. ; Baiyilayairiy Nepal ; KardOy 8ind ; Killowaiy 
Tarn. ; Sorlai-hakiy Can. 



Fig. 114. — Head of N. crecca. 


Coloration. Male. Head aud upper neck chestnut : a broad 
metallic-green band on each side running back from the eye, a 
buff line from the side of tlie chin passing in front of the lorea 
and thence back to the eye, where it divides, and one branch runs 
above the green band, the other below ; chin and a narrow band 
in front of the loral buff line black or blackish browm ; lower neck 
all round, upper back, inner scapulars, and sides of the body 
narrowly barred with black and white; outer scapulars buff, 
broadly and diagonally edged on the outer web with black ; lower 
back and rump brown, frequently with traces of barring; upper 
tail-coverts black with fulvous edges ; tail and wing-feathers 
brown, the outer secondaries velvety black with white tips, inner 
secondaries bright emerald-green on outer webs, forming a speculum ; 
first tertiary Wack, externally narrowly edged with buff ; greater 
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secondary coverts huffy white to pale cinnamon, other coverts 
brown ; breast white, more or less sullied, spotted with round 
black spots ; abdomen white ; under tail-coverts black in the middle, 
buff at the sides, the longer wdute-edged. 

As with other true Ducks, a plumage resembling that of the 
female is assumed after breeding, about June, and the full male 
garb is only regained in October. The buff and black lanceolate 
scapulars are generally wanting in w inter and appear in January 
or February. 

Female » Upper parts, witigs, and tail dark browm, with pale 
•edges to the feathers ; wing-speculum as in the male, hut the 
larger secondary coverts are white or huffy white ; lower parts 
white or whitish, sides and lower surface of head and neck speckled 
and marked with brown ; breast with larger spots. 

Bill nearly black ; i rides brown ; legs and feet brownish grey. 

Length of male lo ; tail 2*7 ; wing 7'o ; tarsus 1*2 ; bill from 
gape 1*7. Females are rather smaller : wing 7. Tail-feathers 
16, occasionally 18. 

JDistnhution. Europe, North Africa, and Asia. This Teal breeds 
in the north temperate zone or in tracts wdth the same temperature 
and comes south in winter. It is probably found throughout 
India, Ceylon, and Burma iu the cold season, but does not appear 
to have been observed in Southern Tenasserim, the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands, nor in Malabar. 

Habits, The Teal is perhaps the most generally spread of ail 
the migratory Ducks in India, and may be found from early in 
October till April geiu^rally in small flocks, but often in pairs or 
singly, in almost any rushy or weedy pond or stream or sw’^amp, 
as well as on larger pieces of w^ater or on rivers. Large flocks are 
xilso met with, though less frequently. The usual note is a subdued 
“ quack,*^ but Teal also have a whistle, used chiefly at night. 
Their flight is very swift. They feed chiefly on plants and are 
iilways good eating. In Upper ludia large numbers both of this 
species and of Qaerquedula circia are caught in nets in the early 
spring and kept in ‘‘ Tealeries,’^ small covered buildings with a good 
supply of water, through the hot season, being fed on grain and 
grass or lucerne. They become very fat and delicious. Teal are 
not known to breed in India, nor even in the Himalayas. 

1598. Nettium albigulare. The Andaman Teah 

? Querquedula andamanensis, Tytler, Ibis, 1867, p. 333 (descr. nulla). 

Mareca punctata, apud Bad, J. A, 8, B. xli, pt. 2, p. 290 ; id, S. F, 
i, p. 88 ; nec Anas punctata, Cuv, 

Mareca albogularis, Hume, S. F. i, p, 303 (1873). 

Mareca gibberifrons, apwl Walden, Ibis, 1873, p. 321 ; Hume, N, ^ E, 
p. 644 ; id, S, F. ii, p. 316 ; A, L. Butler, Jour, Bom, N, H, 8oc, 
xi, p. 332 ; nec 8. Mull. 

Querquedula gibberifrons, apud Hume, Cat, no. 966 ter ; Hwne ^ 
Marsh, Game B. iii, p, 243, pi. ; Oates inHumds N, ^ E, 2nd ed. 
iii, p. 290. 

Nettion albigulare, Salvadori, Cat, B. M, xxvii, p. 267, pi ii, fig. 1. 
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Coloration, Upper part of head very dark brown, almost uniform, 
passing below the eye into the white of the lower cheeks, chin, 
throat, and fore neck ; round the eye is a ring of white feathers^ 
much broader in some specimens than in others ; upper parts, 
wings, and tail dark brown, the edges of the back-feathers and 
scapulars slightly paler ; wdng-speculum formed by the outer webs 
of the secondaries ; these are velvety black, except two or three, 
the 7th to the 9th, in the middle, which are greenish bronze, all 
except the last two or three tipped with buffy white, the first 
broadly bordered with the same ; greater secondary coverts also 
white or buff ; Jow^er parts from the neck dull brown with broad 
pale edges to the feathers. Sexes alike, except that the bronze of 
the speculum is more coppery in the female. 

Bill greenish to plumbeous lilac, nail black; irides reddish 
brown ; legs and feet greenish blue to ])lumbeous {Hume). 

Length of male 17 ; tail 2*9; wing 7*5; tarsus 1*4; bill from 
gape 1*7. Females are slightly smaller : w ing 7*2»5. Bectrices 16. 

Distrihution, This species has hitherto only been found on 
South Andaman Island, where it is a permanent resident. It 
has not been observed on the North Andaman, the Cocos, or 
the Nicobar Islands. It was supposed by Lord Tweeddale to be 
identical with N. r/Merifronfi of Java, Timor, Flores, and Celebes, 
but Salvador! has separated the two, and I agree with him after 
comparing them. 

Habits, The Andaman Teal is not a common bird and is 
generally found either in flocks or in pairs frequenting both salt 
water and fresh, sometimes hiding amongst the mangroves in 
creeks during the day and feeding on freshwater pools or in rice- 
fields at night. The nest w*as found by Captain Wimberley in 
August ; it w^as of grass and placed in a paddy-field. The egg is 
cream-coloured, close-grained, and smooth, and measures 1*93 
by 1*43. 


Genus MARECA, Stephens, 1824, 

Bill small, shorter than the head, depressed and slightly 
narrowing tow^ards the tip, nail large ; wings long, pointed ; tail 
short, cuneate, of 14 feathers; tarsus sciitellate in front, bind toe 
small with a narrow^ lobe. 

Three species are referred to this genus, two being peculiar to 
America. 


1599. Mareca penelope. The Wigeon, 

Anas penelops (err. typ.), Zinn. St/st. Nat. i, p. 202 (1766). 

Anas penelope, Gmel. Si/at. Nat. i, p, 527 ; Blijth, Birds Burm. 
p. 166; Scully, Ibis, 1881, p, 593. 

Mareca penelope, B/^th, Cat, p. 805 ; Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 804; 
HumCy S. F. i, p. 201 ; Godtv.-Auat. J. A. S, B. xliii, pt. 2, p. 176 ; 
Butler 4* HumSf S. F. iv, p. 80 ; Davids. ^ Wend. S. F. vii, p. 93 ; 
Mume, ibid. p. 494 ; id. Cat, no, 963 ,* Scully, S. F. viii, p. 363 
Hume ^ Marsh. Game B. iii, p. 197, pi. ; Vidal^ S, F, ix, p. 92 ; 
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Butler, ibid. p. 438 ; Reid., S. F. x, p. 82 ; Davidson, ibid. p. 326 ; 
Oates, B. B, ii, p. 278 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 408 ; Hume, S, F, 
xi, p. '*345 ; Salvadori, Cat B. M. xxvii, p. 227. 

Peasan, Patdri, Phnria, Chota-Ldlsir, H. ; Cheyun, Nepal; Paroio, 
iSinti. 



Fig. 115. — Bill of Jl/. ih'nchpe, 

Coloration. Male. Eorobead and top of liead buff, rest of head 
iiud neck dull chestnut, more or less spotted with f^reenish black ; 
chiji and sometimes throat chiefly or wholly dull black ; back, 
scapulars, rump, sides of breast, and flanks vermiculated black and 
white ; some of the longer tail-coverts black : tail-feathers blackish 
brown ; quills brown, outer webs of secondaries green, forming a 
speculum, broadly tipped black, outer web of last secondary 
white, outer webs of tertiaries bla(;k edged with white, and the 
shafts white ; primary and smaller coverts greyish brown, re- 
maining coverts white ; greater secondary coverts black-tipped ; 
lower neck and upper breast deep vinaceous red, lower breast and 
fibdomen white ; lower tail-coverts black. 

After the breeding-season the male moults into a dress much 
resombling the female, except that the head and neck are dull 
-chestnut spotted with black, without the buff patch; upper 
breast and flanks dull ferruginous. Young birds have a similar 
plumage. 

Female. Head and neck above brown, with fulvous bars or edges 
to the feathers, beneath rufescent speckled with brown, lower fore 
neck almost entirely brown ; upper parts brown, the feathers with 
whitish or pale rufous edges ; wings and tail brown, green 
speculum generally wanting; secondaries tipped white and last 
secondary with a white outer web ; the greater and some of the 
median coverts tipped white; breast and abdomen white ; under 
tail-coverts brown, with w^hite edges or bars. 

Bill plumbeous blue, black at the tip ; irides red-brown ; legs 
dusky lead {Jerdon). In females the bill and legs are duskier 
than in the male. 

Length 19 ; tail 4 ; wing 10 ; tarsus 1*5 ; bill from gape 1*7*5. 
Females are very little smaller than males. 

Distribution. Europe, North Africa, and Asia* breeding in the 
colder regions and wintering in the South. An irregular but 
fairly common migrant to India and Burma, not recorded from 
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Ceylon, nor south of Mysore in the Indian Peninsula, nor in 
Tenasserim, but locally and in particular years abundant from 
October till March in parts of Sind, the Punjab, Kashmir, 
Rajputana, the North-west Provinces, Oudh, and the Deccan, 
though rare in Bengal, and not recorded from Orissa, Assam, 
Sylhet, or Cachar. Oates did not meet with it in Pegu, though 
McMaster found it common there, llume saw large numbers in 
Manipur, and Vidal observed Wigeons numerous in some years 
near Ratuagiri. 

Habits, Wigeon may be found in large flocks or scattered 
parties, or even singly, keeping much to the larger pieces of water, 
and as common near the sea-coast as inland. They are seldom 
seen on rivers or on tanks of moderale or small size; they differ 
from the true Ducks also in grazing on land like Creese, and in 
having a peculiar whistling note ; they feed on grass, aquatic 
plants, insects, Crustacea, and mollnsca. In India Wigeon are, as 
a rule, inferior in flavour t o the best ducks, such as Mallard, Teal, 
Pintail, and Pochard, and are often muddy, coarse, or fishy ; still 
they are, at tinu's, excellent. They are not known to breed 
within Indian limits. 


Genus DAFILA, Leach Stephens, 1824. 

This genus may be recognized by its elongate form, long neck, 
and lengthened and pointed middle tail-feathers. There are 16 
rectrices as a rule (1 have found one skin wdth 18). The bill is 
rather narrower than in Anas and a little broader towards the 
point than at the base ; the wungs are long and pointed. It is a 
w’ell-inarked type. 

Three species are referred to this genus : of these tw^o are 
confined to the Southern hemisphere ; the third is Indian. 

1 GOO. DaAla acuta. The Pintail, 

Anas acuta, Lin7i. Syst, Nat. i, p. 202 (1766); Blyth, Birds Burm. 
p. 160 ; Leyge, Birds Ceyl. p. 1076; Scully, Ihis, 1881, p. 693. 

Dafila acuta, Blypi, Cat. p. 304; Adams, P. Z. S. 1859, p. 190; 
tTe^'don, B. I. iii, p. 803 ; Stoliczka, J. A. S. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 266 ; 
Hume, S. F, \, pp. 186, 261 ; Adam, S. F. ii, p. 338 ; Godw.-Aust, 
J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. 2, p. 176; Hume, S. F. iii, p, 193; Butler^ 
S. F. iv, p. 29 ; V, p. 234 ; Hume Dav. S. F. vi, p. 489 ; Ball, 
S. F. vii, p. 232 ; Cripps, ibid. p. 312 ; Hume, ibid. p. 493 ; id. 
Cat. no. 962 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 362 ; Hume Sf Marsh. Game B, 
iii, p. 189, pi, ; Vidal, S. F. ix, p. 92 ; Butler, ibid. p. 438 ; Beid, 
S, F, X, p. 82 ; Davidson, ibid. p. 326 ; Hume, ibid, p, 418 ; Taylor, 
ibid. p. 631 ; Cedes, B. B, ii, p. 279 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 407 ; 
Hume, S. F. xi, p. 346; Oates, Ibis, 1888, p. 73; St. John, Ibis, 
1889, p. 179 ; SalvadoiH, Cat, B. M. xxvii, p. 270. 

Sank, Sink^ar, H. (N. W.P.) ; Kokarali, Drighmh, Sind ; Dig-hdm, 
Sho^lon-cho, Beng. ; Digunch, Nepal ; Nanda, Nanja, Uriya ; Laitwaga, 
Manipur. 
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Coloration, Male, Head and upper fore neck umber-browDy 
with a purple gloss on each side of the occiput ; hind neck black, 
a white band from each side of the nape down the neck joining 
the white of the lower parts ; lower hind neck, back, shorter 
scapulars, and sides of body finely barred and venniculated with 
black and white ; longer scapulars lanceolate, velvety black, edged 
with light brown ; upper tail-coverts black edged ith grey, the 
longest black on the outer web, grey on the inner ; median long 
tail-feathers black, the outer feathers brown ; wings greyish 
brown, the greater secondary coverts ith rufous tips ; secondaries^ 



Fig. 1 10. — Head of D. acuta, h 


bronzed, changing from purple to green on the outer w^ebs, with 
a subterminal velvety- black band and white tips ; outer web of 
innermost secondary black wdth a whitish baron the inside ; tertiaries 
grey, part of the inner w'eb and inside of outer w’eb black ; breast 
and abdomen wdiite, lower abdomen speckled with grey ; low^er 
tail-coverts black, white at the outside ; lower flanks buff. 

The drake moults all feathers except the primaries, secondaries, 
wing-coverts, and 6 pairs of outer rectrices at the end of June, and 
assumes plumage very like that of the female, the usual male 
plumage being resumed by a complete moult in October. 

Female, Greyish brown above, with concentric buff or wdiite 
bars on the feathers of the back and scapulars, and pale streaks 
elsewhere ; no speculum ; the secondaries and greater secondary 
coverts tipped with whitish, making two distinct bars on the wing ; 
chin and throat white ; sides of bead and neck and the fore neck 
white, speckled brown, lower neck more distinctly spotted; lower 
parts whitish, much streaked and tinged with dusky. 

Bill black, the sides of the upper mandible, not the culmen,. 
bluish plumbeous ; irides dark brown ; legs and feet greyish 
black. 

Length of male 22 to 29 ; tail 5 to 8*5 ; wing 11 ; tarsus 1*6 ; 
bill from gape 2*25. Females are smaller, wing about 10, and 
have shorter tails. The tail usually consists of 16 feathers, but 
sometimes contains 18. 

Distribution, Nearly the whole Northern hemisphere. The 
Pintail breeds chiefly in the neighbourhood of the Arctic circle,, 
and in winter is found throughout India, Burma, and Ceylon in 
suitable localities, though by no means universally distributed. 

Habits., ^c. Pintails in India arrive about the beginning of 
November and leave in March ; whilst in this country they are 
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generally seen in flocks, which are sometimes very large, and 
occasionally composed of male birds only. They keep in the day 
chiefly to large open pieces of water, especially those in which 
water-plants rise a few inches above the surface, not so much 
amongst the rushes or in the shallows at the side as some ducks 
do, and they feed, mainly at night, on vegetable food chiefly, but 
also on mollusca and insects. They have a peculiar appearance 
when swimming, with their long necks arched and their tails 
raised ; their flight, which is very swift, is equally characteristic. 
As a rule they are silent birds, but when alarmed utter a peculiar 
soft quack. Pintails are excellent eating, and appear in India 
never to be coarse or fishy, as most other species are at times ; 
have even found Mallards uneatable, though shot on a “ bund 
far from the sea in December. 


Genus CtUERClITEDIJIiA, Stephens, 1824. 

The members of this genus, though often regarded as congeneric 
with the Common Teal, differ considerably from that species in 
structure, plumage, and habits. The bill is broader, and instead 
of being the same width throughout, is wider towards the end, 
the nail is broader and larger. The labyrinth or bony enlarge- 
ment of the lower portion of the trachea in the drake is 
differently shaped, being swollen on both sides and downward, 
whilst in the genera Anas, Nettium^ and several others the 
inflation is on one side and upw^ard. The flight is different, and 
all members of the present genus may be recognized by their blue 
or bluish-grey wing-coverts. 

Of the five species referred to this generic group, four are 
American and mainly South American, the fifth is one of our 
migratory ducks. 

1601. Querquedula circia. Tht Garganey or Blue^winged Teal, 

Anas querquedula, Linn, Syst, Nat. i, p. 203 (1766) ; Blythf Ihis^ 
1869, p. 464 ; Tichellj J. A. S. B. xxviii, p. 416. 

Anas circia, Linn. t. c. p. 204 (1766) ; Blythy Birds Bui-m. p. 166 ; 
Leggty Birds Ceyl. p. 1080 ; Scully, Ibis, 1881, p. 593. 

Querquedula circia, Steph. in Shaw's Gen. Zool. xii, pt, 2, p. 143, 
pi. ol ; Blyth, Cat. p. 805; Irby, Ibis, 1861, p. 260 ; Jerdon, B. I, iii, 
p, 807 ; Hume, S. F. i, p. 262; Adam, ibid. p. 402; Le Messurier, 
S. F. iii, p. 382 ; Butlei\ S. F. iv, p. 30 ; v, p. 234 ; Hume ^ Dav, 
S. F. vi, p. 489 ; Butler, S, F. vii, p. 188 ; BaU, ibid. p. 232 ; Cripps, 
ibid, p. 312 ; Hume, ibid. p. 494 ; id. Cat, no. 966 ; Scully, S, F, 

viii, p. 363 ; Hume 4* Marsh, Game B. iii, p. 215, pL ; Vidal, S. F, 

ix, p. 93 ; Butler, ibid. p. 438; BiddvAph, this, 1881, p. 100 ; Iteid, 
S. F, X, p. 83 ; Hume, ibid. ^ 418 ; Oates, B, B. ii, p. 280 ; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p, 410; Hurnty S, Jl.xi, p. 346; Oates in 
Hume's N. 4* E, 2nd ed. iii, p, 291 ; Salvadori, Cat. B. M. xxvii, 
|>. 293. 

Cha^wa, Khira, Batari, H. ; Ghang^roib, Qma, Beng. 

TOL. rr. 2 a 
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Coloration, Male in full plumage. Crown and nape brownish* 
black ; a broad white superciliary stripe from above the front of 
the eye to the side of the nape ; forehead, lores, sides of the bead 
and of the upper neck, throat, and fore neck rufous, or nutmeg- 
brown, streaked with w^hite, chin black ; back, rump, and upper 
tail-coverts dark brown, the feathers with pale greyish edges ; 
scapulars lanceolate, black, with broad white shaft-stripes, the outer 
webs of the outer scapulars ashy grey ; tail-feathers and quills 
dark brown ; speculum formed by outer webs of secondaries glossy 
greyish green, between two white bands formed by the tips of the 
secondaries themselves and of their greater coverts, tertiaries with 
narrow white borders ; wing-coverts lavender-grey ; feathers of 
breast and sides of breast barred with concentric bands of dark 
brown and buff ; abdomen white, speckled with brown towards 
vent ; flanks finely and wavily barred with dark brown, longest 



Fig. 117,— Bill of <2. circici. 

flank-feathers with a broad subapical white band, then a narrow 
brown bar and a dark grey tip ; under tail-coverts bufly white 
with brown spots. 

After breeding, the drake moults into a plumage resembling 
that of the female, except that he retains the speculum and pale 
grey wing-coverts. The passage from this into the full plumage 
appears to take place somewhat gradually, the dark breast being 
assumed before the feathers of the head and neck are changed. 
The change is not, I believe, completed in India till about the 
end of February. Certainly in parts of India where this Teal 
abounded, though birds with the dark breast-feathers were 
common in December, I never saw drakes with white supercilia 
and nutmeg-brown sides of the head till about March. I may 
have only seen young birds, but I cannot find a single winter skin 
of a drake Garganey in full plumage in the Hume collection; 
and the only specimen I can find in the British Museum (a very 
bad one) is that of a Norfolk bird that has evidently been in con- 
finement, and is consequently worthless as evidence. 

Female, Upper parts dark brown, the feathers with pale edges > 
sides of head and neck and the fore neck whitish, finely streaked 
with dark brown ; a superciliary stripe from above the eye and a 
band from the lores below the eye paler, a butf spot on the lores 
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cbin and throat white ; lower fore neck and upper breast blackish, 
with whitish edges to the feathers ; wing-coverts greyish brown, 
sometimes ashy in old birds ; speculum wanting, or merely a wash 
of greenish bronze on the secondaries between the two white bars, 
formed, as in the male, by the ends of the secondaries and of 
their greater coverts ; breast and abdomen white, moi’e or less 
sullied and spotted towards the vent, under tail-coverts, and flanks. 
Young males resemble the females. 

Bill blackish brown, paler beneath ; irides brown ; legs and feet 
plumbeous to greenish {Oates). 

Length of male 16; tail 2*7; wing 8; tarsus 1*1; bill from 
gape 1*8. The female is rather smaller, wing about 7*25. 

Dislrihution. The Garganey breeds throughout a great part of 
the north temperate zone in Europe and Asia, and passes the 
winter in North China and Southern Asia as far east as the 
Philippines and Celebes. It is found at that season throughout 
India, Ceylon, and Burma in suitable areas. 

Habits^ <^c. This is one of the earliest ducks to arrive in 
Northern India, being often seen in large numbers at the end of 
August and beginning of September, and staying after most of the 
other migrants, in many places until the beginning of May, or 
even later. It is almost always in flocks, often large, which keep 
much during the day to the edges of large tanks and swamps, or, 
late in the season, the banks of rivers, generally huddled together, 
and which feed chiefly at night. The food of this Teal is chiefly 
vegetable; the flight is swift, though not equal to that of the 
Common Teal, and the call is a harsh quack. It is probable that 
Garganeys breed in the Himalayas, as birds have been seen there 
in summer, and they must occasionally lay in the plains, for 
young birds half-fledged were caught by Col. Irby in Oudh, 
and others were brought to Col. Tickell at Moulmein. Eggs, 
at first supposed to belong to this bird, but subsequently 
referred to the Marbled Duck, were taken by Captain Butler near 
Ormara on the Baluchistan coast. In Europe the Garganey lays 
6 to 13 creamy white eggs, each measuring about 1*87 by 1*37, in 
a grass nest lined with down, placed amongst rushes near water. 
For the table this is a good bird, though not equal to the Common 
Teal. 

Genus SPATULA, Boie, 1822. 

This genus is readily distinguished by its disproportionately 
large spatulate bill, its long lamellm, and its blue-grey wing- 
coverts. The bill is longer than the head, depressed, twice aa 
broad near the tip as at the base, and the sides of the upper 
mandible are much turned down near the tip. The lamellae are 
not only very long, but very closely set. Wings and tail pointed. 
Tail-leathers 14. 

Four species are referred to Bpainla in Salvadori^s Catalogue : 
one is Australian, one South African, and one South American 
the fourth, a widely ranging migratory bird, occurs in India, 

2g2 
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1602. Spatula cljrpeata. The Shoveller. 

Anas clypeata, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 200 (1766). 

Spatula clypeata, Boie^ IsUj 1822, p. 564; Blyth^ Cat. p. 303; 
Laxjard, A. M. N. H. (2) xiv, p. 270; Irhy, Ibis, 1861, p. 249; 
Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 796 ; Godxo.^Amt. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, 
p. 275 ; Sfoliczkay J.A. S. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 255 ; Layardy P. Z. S. 
1873, p. 205 ; Hume, S. F. i, p. 260 ; Adam, ibid. p. 402 ; Buttery 
S. F. IV, p. 28; Fairhanky ihid. p. 264; Anders, Yunnan Kvped.y 
Aves, p. 700 ; Ball, S. F. vii, p. 232 ; Hume, ibid. p. 492 ; id. Cat. 
no. 967 ; Scully , S. F. viii, p. 362 ; LegyCy Birds Ceyl. p. 1086 ; 
Hume ^ Marsh. Game B. iii, p. 141, pi.; Vidal, S. F. ix, p. 92 ; 
Butler y ibid. p. 437; Biddulph, Ibis, 1881, p. 99; Scully, ibid. 
p. 592 ; Swinhoey Ibisy 1882, p. 124; Beid, S. F. x, p. 80 ; David- 
son, iliid. p. 325; Hume. ibid. p. 417; Macgregor, ibid. p. 442 ; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 401 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 343 ; Salvadori, 
Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) iv, p. 616; id. Cat. B. M. xxvii; 
p. 306. 

Tidari, PunanUy Tokarwala, Ghirah, H. ; Panta-mukhi, Beng. ; Dho- 
hahtty Sankhar S, Khikheria Sankhar J, Nepal; AUpdi, Sind. 



Fig. 118. — Bill of S. clypeata. 1. 

Coloration. Male in full plumage. Head and upper neck glossy 
.green ; lower neck, except behind, and upper breast, sides of the 
breast, and shorter scapulars pure white; hind neck and back 
dark brown, the feathers pale-edged ; rump and upper tail-coverts 
black, glossed with green ; tail dark brown, the outer feathers 
broadly edged with white ; wing-coverts and outer webs of two 
of the longer scapulars bluish grey, remainder of long scapulas 
black, all with broad white shaft-stripes; quills brown; speculum 
formed by outer webs of secondaries bright green, bordered in 
front by a bar of white formed by the larger coverts ; tertiaries 
blackish, slightly glossed with green, each with a fusiform white, 
or whitish, stnpe along the shafts ; lowejr breast and abdomen 
chestnut ; some of the feathers of the flanks and about the vent 
finely barred with buff; lower flanks white; under tail-coverts 
black, glossed with green. 
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Like other allied forms, the drake of the present species dons 
the female dress, except on the wings, after the breeding-season, 
and resumes the male garb at the autumnal moult. But it is rare 
in India, so far as my experience goes, to see a male in fuE 
plumage before the end of February : either the green head or 
the white breast, or both, are not completely assumed. Male birds 
of the year in this and other species of Duck do not assume the 
full plumage till the spring. 

Female, Brown above, each feather with a pale reddish border ; 
the feathers of the back and rump, the scapulars and upper tail- 
coverts with concentric buff or rufous bands ; wing-coverts grey 
to greyish brown ; speculum on secondaries duller than in male ; 
lower parts brownish buff, more rufous on abdomen, speckled with 
dark browm on fore neck ; feathers of upper breast and of flanks 
distinctly, lower abdomen and lower tail-coverts less strongly, 
marked with crescentic brown bars. 

Bill in males in full plumage black ; in females and young, upper 
mandible dark brown, lower mandible dull orange ; irides yellow 
or orange in the male, brown in the female ; legs orange to red 
(Hume), 

Length of male 20 ; tail 3'25 ; wdng 9*5 ; tarsus 1*4 ; bill from 
gape 3, Females are a little smaller: wing 8*75; the bill is 
shorter, measuring from gape 2-75. 

Distribution, Throughout the greater part of the Northern 
hemispliere, between lat. 10® and lat, 68® N., breeding in the 
north temperate zone. A winter visitor to India, Ceylon, and 
Northern Burma, arriving in the latter end of October and staying 
till late in April, after most of the other migratory Ducks have 
left. It is common throughout Northern India, but rarer to the 
southward and in Ceylon ; it is found in Assam, Manipur, and 
the Upper Irrawaddy Valley above Myingyan ; but not, so far 
as is hitherto known, in Pegu or Tenasserim. Oates recently 
obtained a specimen in the Shan States. Layard came across 
young birds in Ceylon, but this must have been exceptional, no 
other instance of the Shoveller's breeding within Indian limits 
being known. 

Habits^ ^c. In India the Shoveller is a freshwater bird, and 
is generally found in small parties, in pairs or singly, haunting 
shallow water on the edges of tanks and marshes, and sometimes 
rivers, and often in little ponds of dirty water about villages, 
where it becomes very tame. It is almost omnivorous, but feeds 
principally on insects and their larvae, worms, molluscs, and on 
various organic substances that are found on the borders of sw amps 
and ponds, and which its fine lamellae enable it to sift out from the 
mud. The Shoveller has also the peculiarity, described by Newton, 
of swimming in circles with its bill in the water above the spot 
where Pochards are diving and feeding beneath, and sifting out 
the substances that float up when disturbed by the operations of 
the Diving Ducks. It appears never to feed like other ducks, 
with its head and breast immersed and its tail sticking up 
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vertically. It flies and walks well, but is not a fast swimmer. 
As regards its value for food, there may be differences of opinion 
as to which is the best duck for the table, but there is no question 
that of all the true ducks this is the w^orst ; at the same time, it is 
sometimes eatable, and its rankness is much diminished by its being 
skinned before it is cooked. 

Genus MARMARONETTA, Reichenb., 1852. 

The Marbled Duck has been bandied about from one generic 
group to another, and has been referred in turn to Dajila^ 
Querquedxila ^ Chaiilelasmus^ and even FuJujula^ with none of which 
has it any real affinity. It clearly must be placed in a genus by 
itself, if only on account of its peculiar dull greyish plumage, 
without any coloured speculum. 

The bill is about equal to the head in length, and shaped as in 
Nettium — rather narrow’, with the two sides parallel, and the 
nostril near the base. The wings are short and rounded ; tail 
moderately long, pointed, of 14 feathers. Head with a short but 
full occipital crest, more developed in the drake. Labyrinth of 
trachea lateral, very similar to those of Anas and Nettium, 

A single species. 



Fig. 119.— Bill of M, axn/usHrostris, 

160;^. Marmaronetta angustirostris. The Marhled Duck, 

Anas angustirostris, MmHr, Cat. Rais. Cauc. p. 58 (1832) ; 

East. P(T8. ii, p. 301. 

Anas marmorata, Gould, P. Z. S. 1836, p. 59. 

Marmaronetta angustirostris, Reichenb. Naturl. S^st. Vogel, p. ix 
(1852) ; St. John, Ibis, 1889, p. 179 ; Salvadori, Cat. B. M. xxvii, 
p. 321. 

Querquedula angustirostris, Hume, S. E. i, p. 262 ; A, Anderson^ 
S. P. hi, p. 273 j Butler, S. F. iv, p. 30; v, p. 234; Hume 4* 
Marsh. Game B. hi, p. 237, pi. ; Reid, S, P. x, p. 82 ; McLeod, 
ibid. p. 168 ; Hume, ibid. p. 174, 

Chaulelasnius angustirostris, Hume, S. F. vii, p. 493; id. Cat, 
no. 061 bis ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 405 ; Oates in Hume's N, ^ H 
2nd ed. iii, p. 291 ; Barnes, Joum. Bom, N. H, Soc. vi, p. 291. 

Coloration, Crown and hind neck buff, with irregular dark brown 
cross-bars on the feathers; a dark brown paten, including the 
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orbit and extending some distance behind it ; lores, sides of head 
and neck, chin, throat, and fore neck whitish, regularly and 
minutely streaked with brown ; upper back and scapulars greyish 
brown, each with a subterminal darker bar or spot and with a 
large greyish-buff spot at the end ; the pale spots are large on the 
scapulars ; lower back and rump similarly coloured, but more 
uniform : upper tail-coverts with a dark brown subterminal spot 
and a yello wish-buff* tip ; tail-feathers greyish brown, middle pair 
darker with whitish tips ; wings greyish brown outside, the outer 
webs of both primaries and secondaries frosted with grey, which 
becomes silvery on the primaries towards the tips ; lower parts 
sullied white, with transverse brown bars on the feathers of the 
breast, sides of body, lower abdomen, and lower tail-coverts, and 
sometimes with faint markings on the middle of the breast and 
abdomen. 

The female only differs in being smaller, with less crest, and 
with the eye-patch and other markings duller. 

Eill bluish-grey, black on culmeu and tip ; irides brown ; legs 
and feet dusky olive {Hume). 

Length of male 18*5 ; tail 3*25 ; wing 8*25 ; tarsus 1*4 ; bill 
from gape 2*1. Pemales have the wing about 8. 

Bistrihution, ISouthern Europe, especially Spain, Northern 
Africa and South-western Asia. The Marbled Duck breeds in the 
Canary Islands, Spain, Morocco, and Palestine, and is a common 
winter visitor throughout Sind, arriving about the end of October 
and leaving in April. It has also been observed near Dera 
Ghiizi Khan in the South-western Punjab, in Bahawalpur and 
Northern Guzerat, and occasional occurrences in Eajputana, the 
North-west Provinces, and Oudh, and in one case near Calcutta, 
have been recorded. 

Hahits^ This small duck keeps in Sind to rush-covered 
swamps, iu which it is found in large numbers, but it does not, 
as a rule, when disturbed, rise in flocks, as most ducks do, but 
two or three at a time. Lord Lilford describes its call as a low 
croaking whistle, but Mr. Hume says it also gives a distinct but 
hoarse quack. It is not known to breed in Sind, but Captain 
Butler obtained eggs, very probably of this species, from near 
Drmara on the Baluchistan coast, and he shot a young bird at 
Kardchi on September 27th. The eggs were cream-coloured, and 
measured on an average 1*85 by 1*4. 


Genus NETTA, Kaup, 1829. 

The Diving Ducks, including the Pochards*, Scoters, Eiders, 
which obtain their food principally by diving beneath the 
water, — not merely as the true ducks do, by searching in shallow 

^ Pronounced Pockards. These birds are also known in parts of England 
As Pokers. 
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water with the posterior half of their body projecting vertically 
above the surface, — are often separated as Fuligulinoe, and are dis- 
tinguished by having a broad lobe, or expansion, beneath the hind 
toe. They have a stout body, thick plumage, and rather short 
wings, which appear as if attached farther backward than in other 
ducks, causing the birds to have a somewhat peculiar flight. They 
swim and dive well and fast, but walk badly on land in consequence 
of the backward position of the legs. Jerdon and Legge appear 
to have been misled by some authority into stating that they 
have only one moult, but they do not differ from other Ducks in 
this respect. They have no brilliantly coloured speculum on the 
secondaries. Although easily recognized as a group their differences 
do not, I think, eutitle them to distinction as a subfamily'. 

Amongst the Pochards, one species knowm as the Eed-crested 
Pochard is distinguished from the rest by its peculiar plumage, 
by the form of the bill, and by the number of rectrices. It is the 
only member of the present genus. It has a long bill, not much 
raised at the base, and tapering slightly throughout ; the culmen 
is nearly straight ; the nostrils are situated about one-third of the 
distance from base to tip, and the border of the feathered face 
above the gape is straight and approximately at right angles to 
the commissure. The lamella? are broad, prominent, and distant. 
Wings of moderate length, pointed. Tail short and cuneate, of 
16 feathers. Hind toe broadly lobed ; feet large. Male with a 
full occipital crest. 

1604, Netta ruffna. Tlie Bed-crested Pochard, 

Anas rufina, Pallas, Beise, ii, App. p. 7V^ (1773). 

Branta rutiua, Boie, Isis, 1822, p. 664 ; Blyth, Cat. p. 306 ; Jerdon^ 
B. I. iii, p. 811 ; McMaster, J. A. S, B. xl, pt. 2, p. 215 j Layard, 
P. Z. tS. 1873, p. 203 ; Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 106 ; Butler, 8. F. 
iv, p. 30 ; V. p. 234 ; Fairbank, 8. F. iv, p. 264. 

Fuligula ruhna, Steph. in 8haxc’s Gen, Zool. xii, pt. 2, p. 188, pi. 54 
(1824) j lluiiie, 8. F.i, p. 264; Adam, ihid.y. 402; Hume, 8. F, 
vii, pp. 98, 493 ; Ball, ibid. p. 232 ; Cripps, ibid. p. 312 ; Hume, Cat. 
no. 967 ; Hume Marsh. Game B, iii, p. 253, pi. ; Legge, 
Birds Ceyl. p. 1087, footnote ; Butler, 8. F. ix, p. 438 ; Reid, 8, F, 
X, p. 84 ; Taylor, ibid. pp. 628, 631 ; C. Swinh. Ibis, 1882, p. 125 ; 
Barnes, Birds Bo7n. p. 412 ; St. John, Ibis, 1889, p. 180 ; HumCf 
8. F. xi, p. 346. 

Netta rufina, Kaup, Natilrl. Syst. p. 102 (1829) ; Salvadori, Cat, 
B, M, xxvii, p. 328. 

Ldlrchonch, Ldlsir, H. ; Hero-hdnS(S, Chohra-hdns^ , Beng. ; Ihimar 
fS , Sanwa 2 1 Nepal ; Batoha, Sind. 

Coloration, Male, Head and upper neck dull reddish bay with 
a greyish or pinkish tinge, the feathers of the crown paler, and 
the crest rufous buff ; hind neck, lower neck all round, and upper 
breast glossy brownish black ; middle of back brown ; scapulars 
slightly paler and more rufous; lower back darker brown; rmnp 
and upper taU-coverts blackish brown or black glossed with green f 
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tail brown; primaries whity-brown, white towards the base, the 
tips of all, the outer borders of the first five, and the greater part 
of the first dark brown; secondaries creamy-white, each with a 
subterminal brown bar and white tip ; tertiaries and most of the 
wing-coyerts ^eyish brown, the coverts near the edge of the 
wing, sides of body, and sides of back at the junction of the 
wings, under wing-coverts, and axillaries white; lower plumage 
from breast to under tail-coverts glossy brownish black, browner in 
the middle of the abdomen. 



Fig. 120. — Bill of N, rufintu 

Female almost uniform greyish brown above, scapulars rather 
paler ; tail and quills as in male, except that the secondaries are 
greyish wdiite ; sides of head below eye and of neck, chin, throat, 
and all lower parts whitish. This bird may be known from 
females of other Pochards occurring in India by having the lower 
surface white throughout. 

The adult male has the bill vermilion red, the nail whitish or 
pink ; irides reddish brown ; legs and feet orange-red. Females 
and young males have the bill black, reddish or orange towards the 
tip ; irides brown ; legs brownish orange to yellow. 

length of male 21 ; tail 3; wing 10*5 ; tarsus 1*75; bill from 
gape 2-25. Females are slightly smaller. 

Distribution, This Pochard breeds in Southern Europe, Northern 
Africa, the neighbourhood of the Black and Caspian Seas, Persia, 
and Eastern Turkestan, It is a winter visitor throughout 
Northern and Central India, but rare in the Deccan and farther 
south, Layard, however, believed he saw it in Ceylon. It is 
found in Assam and Manipur, but has only been recorded from 
Burma by Blyth, who quotes it, on unknown authority, from 
Bhamo. 

Habits, The Eed-crested Pochard appears in Northern India 
in the latter part of October or in November, and leaves about the 
end of March. It often arrives in very large flocks, but when 
settled for the winter keeps usually in moderate sized or very 
small parties. It dives and swims well, has a strong heavy flight,, 
and is found chiefly on large jheels and tanks, or on rivers,, 
keeping ^ fairly open water* Its food is chiefly vegetable, though 
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it feeds largely on insects, worms, frogs, and fish ; and, despite 
Jerdon’s high opinion of it as a bird for the table, my own 
experience coincides with Hume’s — it is sometimes excellent but 
more often, in India, rank and inferior. The call-note is said to 
be a deep grating “/run'.” No one has yet found this Pochard 
breeding within our limits. 

Genus NYEOCA, Fleming, 1822. 

The five species of Pochard, besides Netta rufina^ that occur in 
India may either be kept in one genus or divided amongst two, 
three, or four genera on account of differences in Ihe form of the 
bill and the presence or absence of a crest. The first plan is more 
convenient. All have the bill of moderate length, slightly raised 
at the base, and either equally broad throughout or slightly 
broader near the tip, with the culmen concave and the border of 
the feathered base above the gape convex ; the nostril is situated 
about one-third the length of the bill from the base, and the 
lamellffi are short and distant, less prominent than in Netta. Wings 
rather short, pointed ; tail cuneate, of 14 feathers. Hind toe 
broadly lobed. 

The breeding habits of all the species are very similar. 

Key to the JSpecies. 
a. Males in ordinary plumage, 
a' . Back and scapulars distinctly barred or 


venniculated. 

d'. Head and neck chestnut N.ferina^ p. 468. 

h”. Head and neck black, glossed green .... N. marila^ p. 462. 
b'. Back and scapulars merely speckled. 
c". No crest. 

dK Head and neck dull chestnut N. fetTtiginea, p. 460. 

Head and neck black N. haeri^ p. 461. 

d". A nuchal crest j head and neck black. ... N. fuliguluj p. 468. 


b. Females. 

-d . No crest. 

e". No white on forehead or lores. 
d. No white speculum on secondaries .... N. ferina^ p. 458, 
d^. A white speculum on secondaries. 


Head and neck rufous-brown N. ferriiginea, p. 460. 

b^. Head and neck blackish N. baen) p. 461. 

/". Forehead and lores white N, marila, p. 462. 

A crest N. faligula^ p. 463. 


1606. Nyroca ferina. The Pochard or Dun-bird, 

Anas ferina, Linn. JSyst. Nat. i, p, 203 (1766). 

Nyroca ferina, Fleming^ Phil. Zool. ii, p. 260 (1822) : 8alvadorL 
Cot B. M. xxvii, p. 335. 

Aythya ferina, Boie^ IsiSy 1822, p. 604; Jerdon^ B. 1. iii, p. 812: 
Stoliczka^ J. A. S. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 255 ; Lloyd^ IbiSf 1873, p. 420 j 
HumCf S. F. i, p. 264 ; Adam, ibid. p. 402 ; ii, p. 841 : Bullet*, 
S. F. iv, p. 30; V, p. 234 ; Ball, 8. F. vii, p. 232. 
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Fuligula ferina, Steph. in Shatv^s Gen. Zool. xii, pt. 2, p. 193 (1824) ; 
Blythj Cat. p. 306 j Davids. Wend. S. jP. vii, p. 93 ; Hume, ibid* 
p. 496 ; id. Vat. no. 968 ; Hume ^ Marsh. Game B. iii, p. 247, pL ; 
Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 1090, note ; Butler, S. F. ix, p. 438 ; Reid, 
S. F. X, p. 84 ; Davidstm, ibid. p. 326 ; Taylor, ibid. p. 531 j 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 412 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 346. 

The lied- headed Pochard, Jerdon ; Ihirdr- 7 iar, Ldl-sir, II. ; Ldl- 
7nuriya, lleng. ; Cheat}, Nepal; Thordingnam, Manipur. 

Coloration. Male. Head and neck rufous chestnut ; base of 
neck all round, with upper back and upper breast, glossy black ; 
hack, scapulars, tertiaries, and sides of body finely vermiculated 
with black and greyish white ; lower breast and abdomen the 
same, but with the dark vermiculation growing fainter on the 
upper abdomen ; lower back, rump, upper and under tail-coverts, 
and vent-feathers black ; tail dark brown ; wing-coverts grey, 
more or less vermiculated with white ; primaries greyish brown, 
darker at tip and on outer webs ; secondaries grey, more or less 
vermiculated with white on outer webs. 

Female. Head, neck, upper back, and upper breast rufous-brown, 
blackish on crown, mixed with white to a varying extent on sides 
of head, throat, and fore neck ; back and scapulars grey, vermicu- 
lated with black, but less distinctly than in the male ; the wing- 
coverts are sometimes vermiculated, sometimes grey throughout; 
rump and upper tail-coverts black, indistinctly speckled with grey ; 
tail and quill feathers as in male ; lowor parts sullied white ; 
flanks, lower abdomen, and under tail-coverts brownish and 
vermiculated. 

Bill bluish grey, the tip and base black: hides orange-yellow; 
legs bluish grey (Jerdon). 

Length of male 18*5; tail 2*25; wing 8'5 ; tarsus 1*5; bill 
from gape 2*2. Female a little smaller, wing about 8. 

Distribution. Throughout the Paluoarctic region from the British 
Islands to Japan, breeding chiefly in the western part of the 
north temperate zone, and migrating south in winter. This 
Duck visits Northern India in large numbers, and is found in the 
Peninsula as far south as Bellary, though less common to the 
southward, but it has not been obtained in Mysore or farther south, 
nor in Ceylon. It has recently been recorded from Northern 
Burma near Mandalay, and it is far from rare in Assam and Manipur. 

Habits, ^c. The Pochard arrives in India in the latter half of 
October or beginning of November, and leaves in March, as a rule. 
Its favourite haunts during the day are in large jheels (broads) or 
tanks wdth open w^ater in the middle. On these it occurs generally 
in large flocks, less often in very small parties or singly. It may 
also be found on rivers or on the sea-coast. Pochainis swim and 
flive well, but walk badly. They generally sit on the water when 
resting, not on land, keeping the body low and the neck drawn 
in. They feed largely by night, but also in the day, and obtain 
much of their food, which js chiefly vegetable, by diving. Their 
flight is strong and accompanied by a peculiar rustling sound ; 
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but they rise slowly and heavily. The call-note of this bird is a 
low harsh sound like In India, away from the sea-coast, 

this is one of the best ducks for the table, nearly, if not quite, 
equal to Pintail. It has not been detected breeding within the 
Empire. Its breeding habits in northern lands much resemble 
those of N, ferruginea, 

1606. Nyroca ferruginea. Tfie White-eyed Duck, 

Anasnyroca, Giildenst. Nov. Com. Petnm. xiv, pt. 1, p. 403 (1770). 

Anas africana & A. ferruginea, Gm. JSyst. Nat, i, 2, pp. 522, 52& 
(1788). 

Anas leucophthalmus, Borkhausen, Deutsche Fauna, i, p. 564 (1798). 

Ay thya nyroca, Boie, Isis, 1822, p. 564 ; Jerdon, B. 1. iii, p. 813 ; 
Hume. ^ Herlders. Lah. to York. p. 297 ; Hume, N. ^ E. p. 645 ; 
Lloyd, Ibis, 1873, p. 420; Hume, S. F. i, p. 266; Adam, ibid, 
p. 402 ; ButUr, 8. F. iv, p. 30; v, p. 234 ; Davids. (Sr Wend, 8.F. 
vii, p. 93 ; Ball, ibid. p. 232. 

Fuligula nyroca, Steph. tn Skate’s Gen. Zool. xii, pt. 2, p. 201, pi, 65 
(1824) ; Bli/th, Cat. p. 307 ; Adams, F. Z. 8. 1858, p. 510; Blyfh, 
Birds Burm. p. 166; Hume, 8. F. vii, p. 493; id. Cat. no. 969; 
Scully, 8. F. viii, p. 363 ; Hume (Sj' Marsh. Game B. iii, p. 263, pi. (fe 
pl.iv (egg) ; Biddulph, Ibis, 1881, p. 100 ; Scully, ibid. p. 693 ; Vidal^ 
8. F. ix, p. 93 ; Hume, ibid. p. 259 ; Butler, ibid. p. 439 ; B£id, 
8. F, X, p, 84; Davidson, ibid. p. 326 ; Taylor, ibid. pp. 528, 531 ; 
Oates, B. B. ii, p. 287 ; id. in Hume’s N. ^ F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 292 ; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 413 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 347. 

Nyroca ferruginea, Sharpe Sf Dresser, B. Eur. vi, p. 581, pi. 438 ; 
Stainh. Barnes, Ibis, 1885, p. 138 ; St. John, Ibis, 1889, p. 180 ; 
Sharpe, Yark. Miss., Aves, p. 132. 

Nyroca africana, Saloadon, Cat, B. M. xxvii, p. 345. 

Karckiya, Burar-mada, H. ; Ldl-biyri, Bhuti-hdns, Beng. ; Bumu, 
Sind ; Malac, Nepal Terai. 

Coloratio7i, Male, Head, neck and breast, and sides of breast 
dull chestnut, a white spot on chin, and a blackish-brown collar 
round lower neck, joining the upper back; upper plumage 
generally blackish brown ; back and scapulars minutely speckled 
wdth rufous-brown ; tail dark brown ; outer primaries dark brown, 
with an increasing amount of white on the basal portion of the 
iuner web; inner primaries and secondaries white, each with a 
broad brown tip ; tertiaries blackish brown, slightly glossed with 
green; wing-coverts on edge of wing white; other wing-coverts 
dark brown ; abdomen white ; sides of body reddish brown ; 
lower flanks blackish ; lower abdomen more or less brown ; under 
tail-coverts white. 

Female similar but much duller, the head and neck reddish 
brown ; upper plumage brown ; the reddish brown on the breast 
is mixed with white, and passes into the sullied white area of the 
belly instead of, as in the male, ending abruptly against it. 

Young birds have the head and neck ochr^us brown, darker 
above ; otherwise like the female, but paler. 

Bill bluish black ; irides white ; legs and feet plumbeous oir 
dusky grey ; claws and webs dusky to Mack. 
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Length 16 ; tail 2*2; wing 7*26 ; tarsus 1*2 ; bill from gape 2. 
Females a little less- 

Distrihution, The Mediterranean area, Central and Eastern 
Europe, and South-western Asia, breeding as far east as Kashmir, 
where this species is a permanent resident. It is, however, only a 
winter visitor, so far as is known, to the plains of India ; it is 
common at that season throughout Northern India, as far east as 
Bengal ; less abundant, but still far from rare, in Northern Burma, 
Assam, Manipur, Central India, the Central Provinces, and the 
Bombay Presidency ; of occasional occurrence only about Katnagiri, 
and not recorded from Southern India or Ceylon. 

Habits, Generally in Northern India the White-eyed Duck 
arrives about the end of October and leaves in March ; but some 
birds are said to remain later in Sind, and may possibly breed 
there. This Pochard is generally met with in scattered small 
parties, or singly, dispersed over weedy and rushy pieces of water 
of all sizes, and it rises, when disturbed, in twos or threes, not in 
flocks. In places it is met with on the sea-coast. It is a splendid 
diver, and a wounded bird is very difficult to capture. Practically 
omnivorous, like most ducks, it appears to feed to a considerable 
extent on insects and their larvae, Crustacea and mollusca, and its 
flesh in India is of very inferior flavour. The call somewhat 
resembles that of the Pochard. These ducks breed abundantly in 
the Kashmir lakes in June, and lay 9 or 10 eggs in a nest of dry 
rushes placed amongst thick reeds or water-plants, close to the 
water. The eggs have a faint brownish tinge, and measure about 
2*1 by 1*49, 

1607. Nyroca baeri. The Eastern White-eyed Duc?c, 

Anas (Fuligula) baeri, Madde^ Heis. 8,0, Sibir, ii, p. 376, pi. 15 

Nyroca oaeri, Salvadori, Cat, B, M, xxvii, p. 344. 

Fuligula baeri, E. Finn, P. A. S. B, 1896, p. 61 ; id, J, A, 8, B, 
Ixvi, pt. 2, p. 525 ; 8clater, P. Z, 8, 1896, p. 780. 

This Duck is a very near ally of A. ferruginea, but is dis- 
tinguished by both sexes having the head and neck black, glossed 
with green in the male, but brownish and with vefy little gloss in 
the female, in which sex also the lores are rufous-brown. The 
basal portion of the primaries, too, in the present species is light 
greyish brown, not white. In other respects the two species are 
similar, there is the same w^hite speculum on the secondaries, and the 
same sharp division between the chestnut breast and white abdomen 
in the male, whilst the two pass into each other in the female. 

Bill bluish, the base and nail black ; irides white or pale yellow ; 
feet lead-grey (David). 

Length 18 ; tail 2*4 ; wing 8*25 ; tarsus 1*3 ; bill from gape 2. 

Distribution. Eastern Siberia, China, and Japan. Although 
specimens appear to have been obtained in Bengal by Duvaucel, 
the occurrence of this Pochard in India had been completely 
overlooked until Mr. Frank Finn, in February 1896, obtained 
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several specimens in the Calcutta bazaar and identified them. 
He then, on examining the specimens of FiiUgula nyroca collected 
by Mr. Blyth, found that one of them, which had been in the 
Asiatic Society’s Museum since 1842, was a female of A. haeri, I 
learn from Mr. Finn that in the present year (1897) this Buck 
has again been obtained commonly in Calcutta, so it is probable 
that this species has hitherto been confounded with the nearly 
allied A. ferrwjhua, 

1608. Nyroca marila. The Scau].), 

Anas marila, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 196 (1760). 

Fuligiila marila, Steph. m Shale's Gen. Zool. xii, pt. 2, p. 198 (1824) ; 
G. R. Grayy Cat. Mamm. Coll. Hodysony p. 147 ; Blythj Cat. 
p. 306 ; Jordan j B. I. iii, p. 814 ; BuniOy Cat. no. 970; Hume ^ 
Marsh. Game B. iii, p. 271, pi.; Hume, S. F. x, pp. 158, 174; 
StokeVy ibid. p. 424 ; Murraify Vert. Zool. Sind, p. 305 ; Barnes, 
Birds Bom. p. 413 ; Salvadori, Cat. B. M. xxvii, p. 355. 

Coloration. Male in hreeding-plumage. Head, neck, breast, 
and upper back black, the head and neck glossed with green; 
rest of back and scapulars white with narrow zigzag black bars ; 
rump and upper tail-coverts black; tail blackish; wing-coverts 
brownish black, spt^ckled and vermiculated with white ; quills 
brow’iiish black, inner webs of primaries except at the tip brownish 
grey, secondaries white with brown tips, tertiaries glossed with 
green ; abdomen and flanks white, lower abdomen much mixed or 
vermiculated with dark brown; vent and under tail-coverts 
blackish browm. 

Males in moulting-plumage closely resemble females. Immature 
males have white at the base of the bill like females, but are 
darker in colour than the latter. 

Female. Forehead, lores, and more or less of the chin w'hite, 
encircling the base of the bill ; rest of head, neck, upper back, 
and upper breast brown, the last mixed with white and passing 
into the white of the abdomen, not sharply defined as in the male 
back and scapulars vermiculated brown and white, flanks the 
same but with. more white; rump, upper tail-coverts, and tail 
dark brown ; wings as in the male but duller and browner. 
Young birds are browner still. 

Bill and legs light lead-grey ; webs and nail of the bill blackish ;. 
irides yellow (Salvadori). 

Length of male about 18 ; tail 2*2 ; wing 9 ; tarsus 1*5 ; bilF 
from gape 2*1. Females slightly less. 

Distribution. The Scaup is a very rare winter visitor to India. 
Isolated occurrences have been recorded from Kashmir, Kulu and 
Nepal in the Himalayas, and the neighbourhood of Attock^. 
Gurgaon near Delhi, and Karachi in the plains of India, and even 
Bombay (Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. ii, p. 97). Col. McMaster is of 
opinion that be saw several birds of this species near Berhampore 
in the Northern Circars. The Scaup is chiefly a bird of the north 
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temperate zone, breeding in Europe, Asia, and America as far 
north as lat. 70®, and visiting in winter the shores of Western 
Europe, the British Islands, the Mediterranean sparingly, the 
Black Sea, Caspian, China, and Japan, and corresponding latitudes 
in North America. 

Habits^ The Scaup, Scaup-Duck, or Scaup-Pochard derives its 
name from feeding on mussels (Mussel-scaups or Mussel-scalps are 
the beds on which mussels are aggregated, see Newton, Diet. Birds, 
p. 815). In Europe it is chiefly a salt-water bird, seldom found 
inland except at the breeding-season. 

1609. Nyroca fuligula. The Tufted Dml\ 

Anas fiiligula, Linn. Sijst. Nat. i, p. 207 (1706). 

Anas cristata, Leach^ Si/st. Cat. p. 39 (1810), nec Gmelin, 

Nyvoca fuligula, Flem.'PhU. Zool. ii, p. 260 (1822). 

Fuligula cristata, Steph. in Shaw's Gen. Zool. xii, pt. 2, p. 190 (1824) ; 
Blyth^ Cat. p. 300 ; Jerdon^ B. I. iii, p. 815 ; McMasterj J. A. S. B. 
xl, pt. 2, p. 215 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xliii, pt. 2, p. 176; Butler ^ 
S. F. iv, p. 31 ; V, p. 234 ; Balh S. F. vii, p. 232 ; Huinej ibid. 
p. 496; id. Cat. no. 971; Hume Marsh. Game B. iii, p. 277; 
vidaly S. F. ix, p. 93; Butler j ibid. p. 439; Scully^ Ibis^ 1881, 
p. 593 ; Beidy S. F. x, p. 85 ; Davidson, ibid. p. 326 ; Barnes, Birds 
Bom. p. 414 ; Hume, S. F. xi, p. 347. 

Fulix cristata, Stoliezka, J. A. S. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 256 ; Hume, S. F. 
i, p. 205 ; Davids, Wend. S. F. vii, p. 93. 

Fuligula fuligula, Salvadori, Cat. B. M. xxvii, p. 363. 

DubarUy Ablak, Bahwara, II. ; Turando, Sind ; Mdlac, Nepal Terai ; 
Nella chilluwa, Tel. 



Pig. 121. — Head of N, fuligula. 


Coloration. Male. Head, neck, breast, upper parts, wings, and 
tail black,. sides of head and of upper neck glossed with green; 
oediput and long pendent occipital crest glossed with purple ; back 
and scapulars finely speckled with whitish ; primaries greyish 
brown, dark brown on outer borders and tips, secondaries white with 
black tips, tertiaries glossed with green ; abdomen and sides of 
body white ; under tail-coverts black. 

In the female the head, neck, and upper parts are brown as is 
the upper breast, but this colour passes gradually into the white 
or pale ashy brown of the abdomen ; flanks brown ; crest present 
but smaller than in the male. 

Toung birds resemble females but are paler. Males after the 
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summer moult are brown instead of black, and have the back and 
lower neck indistinctly powdered widh greyish white. 

Bill, legs, and feet from dull leaden to light greyish blue ; tip of 
bill black ; irides golden yellow {Hume). 

Length 17; tail 2*2; wing 8 ; tarsus 1*4; bill from gape 1*9. 
Females slightly smaller. 

DistnhiUion. Throughout the Palaearctic region, breeding far 
North and migrating South in winter, when this duck is found in 
North Africa as far south as Shoa, and in India. It perhaps breeds 
in Lake Ashangi on the highlands of Abyssinia, but it has not 
hitherto been observed so doing in the Himalayas, where it is not 
common. It has not been recorded from Pegu, Tenasserim, Ceylon, 
or the southern portion of India, the most southern locality known 
being the northern part of the Coimbatore district, but it is common 
in the Deccan, Central Provinces, and Chutia Nagpur’; Hume found 
it in great abundance in Manipur, and it has recently been met 
with near Mandalay in the Irrawaddy valley. Throughout the 
Indo-Gangetic plain it occurs, but in no great abundance. 

Habits^ The Tufted Duck arrives in India in October or 
November and leaves generally about March, but some birds 
remain longer, and Jerclon relates having shot one at Hyderabad 
(Deccan) in June. Birds of this species in India are generally 
found in small scattered parties or singly, occasionally in large 
flocks, on open sheets of water in the middle of tanks or jheels. 
They dive very well and both swim and fly rapidly. Their food 
appears to be largely animal, though of course they feed partly on 
vegetables, and they afford as a rule indifferent food. They are 
not known to breed within Indian limits. 

Genus CLANGULA, Leach, 1816. 

Bill short, higher than broad at the base, not much flattened at 
the tip, tapering slightly throughout, more rapidly and rounded at 
the end ; culmen nearly straight ; nostrils rather nearer to the 
tip of the bill than to the base ; lamelhe short, stout, not close 
together. Wings pointed ; tail rather long, much rounded, of 16 
stiff feathers ; legs short, placed far aft ; tarsus scutellate in front, 
hind-toe broadly lobed. The posterior end of the sternum is 
prolonged as in Merganser, 

This genus of Diving Ducks contains three species, all of 
northern range, and all, as a rule, keeping to the sea, except in the 
breeding-season. One species has occasionally been obtained in 
Northern India. 

^ 1610 . Clangida glancion. The Golden^e. 

Anas clangula & A. glancion, Linn. Syst. Nat, I, p. 201 (1766). 

Clangula glancion, Hlyth, Cat. p. 307 ; id. IhiSf 1867, p. 176: Hume, 
S. F. iv, p. 225 ; vii, pp. 441. 464, 606 ; id. Cat. no. 971 bis : 

. Hume ^ Marsh. Game B. iii, p. 286, pi. ; MM, S. F. x, p. 
Stoker, ibid. p. 424 ; Barnes, Btrds Bom. p. 416 ; J. A. S. B. 

Ivi, pt 2, p. 89. 
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Coloration, Male, Head and upper neck dark glossy green; 
feathers of crown slightly lengthened ; chin and throat sooty black, 
a large round white spot on each cheek close to the gape ; lower 
neck all round, lower parts, and sides of body white ; long flank- 
feathers with black edges, feathers of lower flanks brown ; back» 



Fig. 122.— 'Head of C. glaticion. 


inner and longer scapulars, upper tail-coverts, tail, smaller wing- 
coverts, primaries and their coverts, and tertiaries and their coverts 
black or blackish brown ; outer scapulars white, some of them 
black-edged on the side ; a large white patch on each wing, 
consisting of the secondaries and tdieir greater and median coverts ; 
basal portions of greater coverts black. 

Female, Head and upper neck brown ; an imperfect white collar ; 
upper breast greyish ; upper parts, wings, and tail blackish browm, 
upper back, upper scapulars, and wing-coverts with greyish edges ; 
secondaries w hite, terminal portions of their greater coverts white, 
with some brown at the tips and the basal portions dark brown ; 
lower parts white, lower flanks partly browui. 

Bill bluish black in male, brownish in female ; irides golden 
yellow ; legs and feet orange-yellow, the w^ebs dusky (Salvadori), 
Ijength 18 ; tail 3*5 ; wing 9 ; tarsus 1 *5 ; bill from gape 1*8 : 
females are a little smaller, wing 7*75. 

Distribution, In north temperate and subarctic zones. This 
Duck breeds far to the North and migrates to South Europe, North 
Africa, Persia, China, and the United States of America in winter. 
Specimens have been obtained in the Indus valley by Sir A. Burnes, 
Col. Terbury, and Mr. B. N. Stoker, and one was procured in 
Oudh by Dr. Bonavia. 

Genus EEISHATITRA, Bonap., 1832. 

This genus may be recognized by its remarkable stiff tail, 
almost recalling that of a Woodpecker, and by its equally singular 
bill, of which the upper mandible is much swollen at the base and 
an fmr forward as the nostrils ; the culmen is concave, the anterior 
part of the bill broad and flat, the nail very small, the upper 
mandible overlapping the lower. The nostrils are large, nearer 
Toil. IT. 2 H 
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to the base of the bill than to the tip ; lainellae coarse. The 
wings are short ; the tail about half the length of the wing, 
cuneate, composed of 18 very stiff, narrow, pointed feathers ; tarsi 
short ; feet large, hind toe broadly lobed. 

Seven species are known, widely distributed, but the majority 
are peculiar to the Southern hemisphere. One species is an 
occasional visitor to India. 

1611. Erismatura leucocephala. The White-headed Duck, 

Anas leucocephalus, Scoj). Ann, I, Hist. Nat. p. 65 (1769). 
Erismatura leucocephala, Blyth, Cat. p. 308 ; Hume 8^ Marsh. Game 
B. iii, p. 280 ; Hume, S. F. viii, p. 456 ; ix, p. 296 ; x, p. 158 ; 

John, Ibis, 1889, p. 179 ; Salvadori, Cat, B. M. xxvii, p. 442 ; 
F. Finn, P. A. S. B. 1896, p. 62 ; Sherwood, Jour. Bom. N. H. 
Soc. xi, p. 150. 



Fig. 123. — Head of E. leucocephala. \. 


Coloration. Male. Crown black; forehead, sides of head to 
above eye, chin, and nape white ; a blackish ring round the neck 
beneath the white, passing on tlie breast and sides into dull 
ferruginous barred irregularly with black ; back, scapulars, rump, 
and sides of body buff, more or less rufous, speckled and vermicu- 
lated with black ; upper tail-coverts chestnut ; tail blackish (often 
faded); wings brown, the coverts and the outer webs of the 
secondaries speckled with buff ; lower parts from breast pale buff, 
the dark bases of the feathers showing. 

Females and young males have only the chin, lower cheeks, and 
a stripe from above the gape, running back under the eye towards 
the nape, white, rest of the head black mixed with rufous ; the 
upper tail-coverts are like the rest of the upper parts, and the 
breast is dull rufous without black bars. Otherwise the plumage 
resembles that of adult males. Some specimens are much more 
rufous than others. 

Bill pale ultramarine (in life) in adult males, dull plumbeous in 
females and young birds ; irides dark brown ; legs plumbeous 
black. 

Length about 18 ; tail 3*5 (3 to 4rb) ; wing 6*3 ; tarsus 1 ; bill 
from gape 1*9. 

'Distridution, Erom the Mediterranean to Central Asia, generally 
resident. Stragglers have been found from Western i^ope to 
India, Specimens have been obtained in Kashmir,, also at Peshawar, 
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near Ludiaua, in the neighbourhood of Delhi, near Eoorkee, and 
lastly near Hurdoi between Lucknow and Bareilly. The specimen 
from the last locality, shot January 22nd, 1896, was in full moult 
And incapable of flight. 

Habits, The habits of this bird are very peculiar. It is a 
freshwater form, more given to diving than to flying, and it swims 
rapidly with its curious stiff tail erect at right angles to its body. 
It lays 7 to 9 dull white eggs in a nest amongst reeds or grass, and 
the eggs are remarkable for their rough, coarse surface. 

Subfamily MERGIN^E. 

Bill subcouical or subcylindrical, not depressed ; the tip hooked; 
lamellae replaced by tooth -like serrations; feet large, hind toe 
broadly lobed. 

Key to the Genera, 

4t, Culmen not longer than tarsus ; tail of 16 


feathers Mergus, p. 467. 

b, Culmen much longer than tarsus ; tail of 18 

feathers Merganser, p. 468. 


Genus MEEGITS, Linn., 1766. 

An occipital crest, small in females. Bill about as long as the 
head, tapering throughout, culmen straight ; nostril large, about 
one-third the distance from base to tip of bill. Wing short, pointed ; 
tail rounded, of 16 feathers (occasionally 18 may be found); legs 
situated far hack ; tarsus very short, foot large. A single ca?cum 
only according to Blyth. 

There is but one species. 

1612. Mergus albellus. The Smew. 

Mergus albellus, Linn, Syst, Nat, i, p. 209 (1766) ; Irby, Ibis, 1861, 
p. 251 ; SalvadoH, Cat B, M, xxvii, p. 464. 

Mergellus albellus, Blyth, Cat, p. 340; Jerdon, B, 1, iii, p. 818; 
Blyth, Ibis, 1867, p. 176; Hume, S, F. i, p. 265 ; BvAler Hume, 
S, F, iv, p. 31 ; Butler, 8. F, vii, p, 188 ; Ball, ibid, p. 233 ; Hume, 
Cat. no. 973 ; Hume ^ Marsh. Game B, iii, p. 293, pi. ; C. Swink, 
Ibis, 1882, p. 125 ; Beid, S, F. x, p. 85 ; Barms, Birds Bom, p. 417. 

Nihenne, H. (Etawah, N.W.P.). 



Fig. 124, — Head of M. albellus, 

Oohmtion» Male. Greater part of plumage white; a black 
patch on lores including the eye and gape ; the hinder feathers of 

2 H 2 
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the crest, the back, and a crescentic band on each side of the 
breast all black, passing on the rump into the grey of the upper 
tad-coverts ; tail grey« brown ; scapulars mostly white, an outer 
black border to those on the outside ; primaries dark brown, 
secondaries and their greater coverts black, both with white tips, 
tertiaries grey with white borders, the first with the outer web 
white edged with black; marginal wing-coverts blackish, central 
coverts white ; sides of body and Hanks barred with wavy black 
lines. After breeding the female plumage is assumed for a short 
time. 

Female, Lores, including the eye, dark browm ; crown and nape 
ferruginous ; upper parts brown, greyish on upper back : wings as 
in the male; tail brown; lower parts white, breast greyish. 
Young males resemble females except that they want the brown 
patch on the lores. 

Bill bluish lead-colour ; nail generally brown, often paler ; irides 
browm ; legs and feet lavender-grey. 

Length 17*5 ; tail 3 ; wing 8 ; tarsus 1*3 ; culmen 1*2 ; bill 
from gape 1*7. Bemales smaller; wing 7*25. 

Distribution, The breeding quarters of this bird are in the 
extreme North of Europe and Asia ; but in winter it visits Central 
and Southern Europe, Central Asia, China, and Northern India. 
Within our limits the Smew* is fairly common in winter in the 
Punjab, and is found in Sind, Northern Guzerat, the North-west 
Provinces, and Oudh. Jerdon records it from Cuttack, and I met 
with it more than once near Baniganj in Bengal, but it has not 
been observed farther east nor in Southern India. 

Habits, The Smew is generally found in India from 
November to March in small or moderate sized flocks, which 
haunt the larger jheels. It is a splendid diver and swimmer, and 
when it takes to flight — it generally prefers to dive — a rapid flyer ; 
its food, chiefly fish and water insects, is obtained by diving. The 
majority of the birds seen in India are immature. 

Genus MEECIANSER, Brisson, 1760. 

Bill much longer than in Mergus, narrow and strongly hooked 
at the end ; nail as broad as the bill ; nostril situated about j to 
I the length of the upper mandible from the base ; the serrations 
representing lamellae with their points diieeted backwards. 
Head crested. Tail cuneate, of 18 feathers. Two cieca. 

About six species are known, ranging throughout the greater 
part of the Northern hemisphere and certain tracts in the Southern ; 
two occur in India. 


Key to the Species, 

a. Head and upper neck black glossed with 
green (Males), * 

a\ Lower parts white throughout M, castor, p. 469. 

Upper breast rufous with blackish marks. M, serrator, p. 470. 
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h Head and upper neck rufous (Females), 

c\ Chin white, back grey M. castor^ p. 469. 

d\ Chin streaked with rufous, back brown. . M, serratoVj p. 470. 


1613. Merganser castor. The Goosander, 

Mei’gus merganser, Linn, Syst, Nat, i, p. 208 (1766); Hume^ Cat, 
no. 972 ; Scully^ S. F. viii, p. 364 ; Hume ^ Marshf Game B. iii, 
p, 299, pi. ; Hume (J* Cripps, *S'. F. xi, p. 347 ; Aitkerij Jour. Bom, 
N. H. jSoc. ii, j). 66. 

Mergus castor, Linn. t. e. p. 209 (1766) ; Blyth, Cat. p. 808 ; Jerdorty 
B, 1. iii, p. 817 ; Godio.^Aust. J. A. S, B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 275 ; 
Hume ^ Henders. Lah. to Yark. p. 297 ; Hume^ S. F. i, p. 423 ; 
Parker^ S. F. ii, p. 336 ; Bnll^ ibid. p. 439 ; Hwne^ S. F, vii, p. 149 ; 
Ball, ibid. p. 233 ; Biddulph, Ibis, 1881, p. 101. 

Merganser castor & M. comatiis, Salvadori, Cat. B. M, xxvii, pp. 472, 
475. 

The Merganser, Jerdon. 



Fig. 125.— Bill of castor, J. 


Coloration. Male. Head with a slight crest and upper neck 
black, glossed with dark green except on throat ; lower neck all 
round, lower parts, and sides of body pure white ; upper back and 
scapulars glossy black, a few of the outer scapulars white ; middle 
and lower back, rump and upper tail-coverts ashy grey with dark 
shaft-stripes, especially on the longer tail-coverts ; sides of rump 
vermicukted grey and white ; tail-feathers ashy brown ; primaries 
and outer secondaries brownish black, remaining secondaries with 
the secondary-coverts white, inner coverts near the bacK ana 
primary-coverts greyish brown, the primary-coverts blaA-tipped ; 
tertiaries white, with narrow black outer borders. The male 
moults into the female plumage after breeding, _ 

FmaU. Head with long crest-feathers (longer than in mle) 
and neck ferruginous red, crown browner, chin and throat white ; 
upper parts from neck, with tertiaries, scapulars, wmg-^verts, ana 
tail ashy grey ; primaries and outer secondaries and their coTOrts 
blackish brown, most of the secondaries and their raverts white, 
greater coverts black at base ; lower parts white, with some grey 
«n the sides of the body. 
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Bill lighter or darker red, more or less dusky on the ridge andf 
the nail ; irides reddish brown ; legs aud feet vermilion {Hume), 

Length about 25 ; tail 4*25 ; wing 9*5 ; tarsus 2 ; bill from 
gape 2*7 : in females the wing measures about 9. 

Distribution, The north tempemte region, the American race 
being regarded as distinct by some ornithologists. The Indian 
bird is distinguished by Salvador! as M, comatus^ but although just 
recognizable as a rule by its slightly shorter bill and rather 
narrower black borders to the tertiary quills in the male, the 
differences are scarcely of specific value. The head of the female 
is duller and browner in the Indian specimens preserved in the 
Hume collection than in most European skins, but this may be 
due to almost all the Indian birds having been collected in the 
cold season. This Indian race breeds throughout the higher 
Himalayas and in winter migrates to the base of the range, the 
hills south of Assam, and the country between the Ganges and 
Godavari. A specimen has recently been obtained by Mr. Oates 
from Myitkyina in Northern Burma, and a female was shot by 
Mr. Aitken on the east side of Bombay harbour in December 
1886. The last may possibly, howtwer, have belonged to the next 
species, which has occurred at Karachi, whilst M, castor has not 
been recorded previously from Western India. 

Habits, ^c. In winter the Goosander occurs usually in small 
parties, frequenting rivers and lakes. In summer it is found in 
pairs on the Himalayas at 10,000 feet and upwwds. It rises 
heavily from the water, but when on the wing flies well and 
swiftly ; it lives on fish, which it obtains by diving. The eggs 
have not been as yet obtained within Indian limits ; the nest is on 
the ground or the stump of a tree, and from 7 to 12 buffy-white 
eggs are laid. 


1614. Merganser serrator. The Bed~hreasted Merganser, 

Mergus serrator, Linn, Syst. Nat. i, p. 208 (1766) ; Hume c^r Marsh. 
Game B. iii, p. 305 j Humcy 8. F, ix, p. 268 j Barnes, Birds Bom, 
p. 416. 

Mergus castor, ayud Hume, 8, F, iv, p. 496 j Butler, 8. F. v, pp. 291, « 
323 ; nec Linn, 

Merganser serrator, 8alvadori, Cat, B, M, xxvii, p. 479. 

Coloration. Male, Head and upper neck black glossed with 
green except in front, the crest longer than in M, castor ; a collar 
of white round the neck, interrupted behind by a black longitudinal 
median stripe ; upper breast and sides rufous, blotchiJy streaked 
with black ; the black back is much broader than in M. castor, and 
just in front of the shoulder there is a patch of white feathers, 
each surroimded by a broad black border, behind these the sides 
and the lower back, rump, and tail-coveii:s are white with finely 
undulating black lines ; tail brownish grey ; marginal wing-covert & 
brown ; primaries, outer secondaries, and last tertiaries blaekis b 
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brown ; remaining secondaries and tertiaries and their greater and 
median coverts white, but the secondaries and their greater coverts 
are black at the base, forming two bars, and the tertiaries have 
black outer borders ; lower parts from breast white. 

Female with crest shorter than in male ; crown and nape dull 
brownish rufous, sides of head and neck brighter rufous ; chin and 
throat white, tinged and streaked with rufous ; upper parts, tail, 
and wing-coverts dull brown, with greyish edges to the feathers 
primaries and tertiaries blackish brown ; secondaries and their 
greater coverts white, dark brown towards the base; lower surface 
white. 

Bill in male bright vermilion with the nail black, the ridge of 
upper mandible dusky ; irides bright red ; feet bright vermilion. In 
females and young birds the colours are duller. The bill is 
longer, narrower and mucli less hooked at the end than in 
castor. 

Length of male about 22 ; tail 3*3 ; wing 9*75 ; tarsus 1*8 ; 
bill from gape 2*75. Females are smaller : tail 3, wing 9. 

Distribution, Pretty well throughout the north temperate zone, 
both on the sea-coast and in fresh water, breeding to the north- 
ward and wintering in the Mediterranean area. Central Asia, the 
United States, <&c. Probably this bird is fairly common on the 
coast of Baluchistan, but only two captures have been recorded 
within Indian limits and one of these erroneously^. There are, 
however, in the British Museum the wings of a bird obtained at 
Karachi by Major Yerbury. The Merganser shot in Bombay 
harbour by Mr. Aitken may possibly, as already suggested, have 
been this species. 


* The bird stated in ‘ Stray Feathers ’ {L *•. r.) and the British Museum Cata- 
1 gue to have been shot by Captain Bishop at MaTiora, Karachi harbour, was 
really obtained by him at Chahbar in Persian Baluchistan. This correction is 
founded on a letter from Captain Bishop to Mr. Curaming, which I have seen. 
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The last order of Indian birds to be described contains the 
Orebes, with which the Loons or Divers (Golymbidce) are usually, 
though not always, associated ; the latter are not represented in 
India, being restricted to more northern regions. The Auks 
(Alcidce)^ originally comprised in the Pygopodes by Illiger, are now 
by most ornithologists regarded as allies of the Cxulls. 

In the present order the skull is schizognathous and holorhinal ; 
the nostrils pervious ; basipterygoid processes wanting. Plumage 
very short and dense ; an aftershaft is present, the feathering of 
the neck is continuous, the wing is aquincubital ; the oil-gland 
tufted. Caoca are present. Posterior border of sternum with one 
incision on each side. Plexor tendons as in Anseres. 

The anterior proximal (cnemial) process of the tibia is greatly 
developed, being very high and pyramidal ; the legs are situated 
very far back ; the tarsus compressed. Bill straight and pointed. 


Family PODICIPEDID^. 

All the front toes furnished with broad lateral lobes coalescing 
at the base and not contiacted at the joints of the digits ; hind toe 
raised and lobed, fourth toe longest ; nails broad and flattened. 
Tail rudimentary or wanting. Cervical vertebrae 17 to 21 ; several 
of the dorsal vertebra? aiichylosed. Angle of lower jaw not 
produced. Twelve primaries. Ambiens muscle wanting; accessory 
femoro-caudal and semitendiiiosus present, but not the other 
characteristic thigh-muscles. Only the left carotid is developed. 



Fig. 126. — Left foot of Fodicipes crisiattis, J. 

Nest a mass of floating herbage, usually amongst reeds ; eggs 
white. The young are hatched covered with down, and able to 
awim at once. All Grebes have a habit of eating their own 
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feathers. 'No stones are found in the gizzard, and the feathers 
apparently are a substitute. 

This family is very widely distributed and has been divided into 
several genera. The three Indian representatives may all be kept 
in one generic group, though the Little Grebe is generally 
separated. 


Genus PODICIPES, Lath., 1790. 

Bill straight, compressed, sharply pointed ; nostrils oblong, sub- 
basal ; wings short; tail quite rudimentary, consisting of short 
downy feathers ; tarsus much compressed, covered with large 
scutellae in front, serrated behind. 

The Grebes are expert divers and good swimmers, but very 
poor walkers, they very rarely leave the water and, if in danger, 
endeavour to escape by diving. They rise from the water w'ith 
difficulty owing to the shoi'tness of their wings, but once in the 
^ir they appear to have, as a rule, considerable powers of flight, 
and many species are migratory. The young are longitudinally 
striped above. 

This genus is cosmopolitan ; three species occur within Indian 
limits. 


Keif to the Sj^ecies, 


а. Wing about 7*5 in. ; tarsus 2*4 in P. cristatuSf p. 473. 

б. Wing 5*3 ; tarsus 1*6 P. niyricollU, p. 474. 

c. Wing 4; tarsus 1*35 P» alblpennis, 475. 


1615. Podicipes cristatus. The Great Crested Grehe, 

Colymbus cristatus, Linn, Syst, Kat. i, p. 222 (1766). 

Podiceps cristatus, Lath. Ind, Orn. ii, p. 780 ; Blyth, Cat. p. 811 ; 
Theobald j J. A. S. B. xxiii, p. 602 ; Jerdon, B. I. iii, p. 821 ; 
JTumey k F. i, pp. 142, 265 ; A. Anderson^ S. F. iii, p. 274 ; 

Hume, S. F. iv, p. 31 ; A. Anderson, P. Z. 8. 1877, p. 807 ; 

Butler, 8. F v, pp. 224, 235 ; Hume, 8. F. vii, p. 497 ; id. Cat. 

no. 974 ; Eeid, 8. F x, p. 85 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 418 ; IIum€f 

8. F. xi, jp. 348 ; Oates in Humes N. ^ E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 401 } 
Bulkley, Jour. Bom. N. H. 8oc. vi, p. 501. 

Coloration, Porehead, crown, and bifid occipital crest black, 
.slightly glossed with green ; lores, sides of the head, chin, and 
upper throat white, passing gradually into deep rufous and 
this again into black on the long feathers that form a collar or 
ruff round the neck just below the head ; back of neck and upper 
parts dark brown, primaries and tertiaries the same ; secondaries, 
marginal wing-coverts and wing-lining, and some of the lower 
scapulars white ; lower parts silky white ; sides of breast and 
flanks ashy brown mixed with rufous. 

Immature birds have no crest or ruff, and are dark ashy brown 
above, white below ; secondaries and lower scapulars white as in 
adults. 
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Bill blackish brown, yellowish at the base and beneath ; a bare^ 
space from the eye to the mouth dusky green ; irides carmine-red ; 
legs dusky green externally, greenish yellow internally ; toes 
greenish yellow above, dusky below {Dresser), 

Length 22 ; wing 7*5 ; tarsus 2*4 ; bill from gape 2*6. 

Distribution, This Grebe is found in the temperate parts of 
Europe, Asia, Africa, and Australia. It is not rare during the 
cold season in parts of Northern India, it is common on many 
of the larger jheels and also on the sea along the Mekran coast 
and about Karachi, it is not unfrequently brought to the Calcutta 
bazaar, a few individuals were observed by Hume in Manipur, 
and Oates has obtained a specimen from Myitkyina in Northern 
Burma. I can find no record of this bird’s occurrence in the 
Peninsula of India, or in Ceylon, or in Burma except in the case 
mentioned. 

Habits, tjjx* Although this Grebe is chiefly a winter visitor in 
India, it was found breeding in August by Mr. A. Anderson 
in Oudh and the Doab, by Mr. Bulkley in the same month 
near Kharaghora in Guzerat, and by Mr. Theobald on May 2nd in 
Kashmir. 

1616. Podicipes nigricollis. The Eared Orehe, 

Podiceps nigricollis, C. L. Brehm, Vbf/. DeutscJd. p. 963 (1881) ; 
Hume^ S. F. 1 , 1 ^, 266 ; id. Cat. no. 974 bis ; Barnes y Birds Bom. 
p. 419. 

Coloration, In the summer the head and neck are black ; a 
stripe of elongate silky orange-brown feathers, whitish above, runs 
from behind the eye to the side of the neck ; upper back brownish 
black ; outer primaries and all tertiaries brown, inner primaries- 
and secondaries white ; breast and abdomen silky white ; sides of 
breast and flanks rufous. 

In winter the upper parts are dark brown, there is no orange 
brown stripe from the eye, chin and throat mixed white and 
black, fore neck dark brown, breast and abdomen white, no rufous 
on flanks. 

Young birds have the chin and throat white and the fore neck 
greyish brown ; otherwise they resemble birds in winter plumage. 

Bill black ; irides vermilion ; legs and feet blackish outside, 
greenish plumbeous inside {Hume), 

Length 13; wing 5*3; tarsus 1*6; bill from gape 1*2. 

Distribution, Temperate regions of Europe and Asia, and both 
North and South Africa. This Grebe had been met with in India 
until lately only at Karachi and thence westward along the 
Mekran coast, where Hume found it common ; but I have just 
heard from Mr. E. Finn that he has obtained a specimen alive 
in the Calcutta bazaar, so JP. nigricollis may occur in winter 
throughout Northern India. 

HahitSy Very similar to other Grebes. On the Sind coast 
this bird has only been found on salt water. It is not known to* 
breed in India. 
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1617. Podicipes albipennis. The Indian Little Grebe or Dahcliiclc, 

Podiceps philippensis, apud Blyth, Caf. p. 811 ; Theobald^ J. A. 8, B, 
xxiii, p. 608 ; Jerdon^ B, 1. iii, p. 822 ; Blyth ^ Wald. Birds 
Burm. p. 166 ; Ball^ 8. F. vii, p. 233 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped., 
AveSy p. 702 ; nec Colymbua philippensis, Bonn. 

Podiceps minor, apvd IlimiCy N. 8f E. p. 640 ; 8toliczkay J. A. 8. B. 
xli, pt. 2, p. 256 ; Hume, 8. F. i, p. 268 ; Adam, ibid. p. 402 ; 
Butler ^ Hume, 8. F. iv, p. 31 ; Fairbank, 8. F. v, p. 410 ; Hume 
Lav. 8. F. y\, p. 490 ; Cripps, 8. F. vii, p. 313 ; Hume, Cat, no. 975 ; 

viii, p. 364 5 Vidal, 8. F. ix, p. 93; Butler, ibid. 
p. 439 ; Barnes, ibid, p, 460; Itcid, 8. F. x, p. 85 ; Davidson, ibid. 
p. 326 ; Davison, ibid. p. 418 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 420 ; id. Jour. 
Horn. N. H. 8oc. i, p. 61 ; vi, p. 291 ; Hume, 8. E. xi, p. 348 ; nee 
Colymbus minor, Gmel. 

Podiceps fluviatilis, apud Legge, Birds Cegl. pp. 1050, 1222 ; 8eully, 
Ibis, 1881, p. 593 ; ncc Colymbus Ouviatilia, Tunst. 

? Podiceps albescens, Mandelli, Blanf. 8. F. v, p. 486. 

Tacliybaptes fluviatilis, a]md Oates, B. B. ii, p. 441; id. in Hume^s 
N. E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 401 ; Davidson, Ibis, 1898, p. 42. 

Podicipes minor, apud Sharpe, Yark. Miss., Aves, p. 148. 
Tacliybaptes albipennis, Sharpe, Bull. B. O. C. iv. p. iv (1894) ; id. 
Ibis, 1895, p. 139. 

Fandjuh, Pantin, Dubdiihi, Chur aka, II. ; Duhari, Beng. ; Munu^ 
gudi'kodi, Tel. ; Mukelepan, Tam., Ceylon. 



Fig. 127. — Head of P. albipennis. 


Coloration. In breeding plumage the forehead, crown, and hind 
neck are blackish brown ; lores, front of cheeks, and chin blackish ; 
sides of head extending up to the orbit, and of neck, throat, and 
fore neck chestnut ; upper parts very dark brown, but ratber paler 
than the head ; primaries paler brown, bases of inner ])rimaries- 
and the whole or nearly the whole of the secondaries and their 
shafts white ; abdomen silky white ; breast, flanks, and vent 
feathers dark brown, more or less mixed with white. 

In winter plumage the crown and hind neck are brown/ the 
chin white, and the chestnut of the neck replaced by pale rufous. 
Some birds appear to retain the summer plumage at all events 
until December. 

Young birds are brown above, white below ; fore neck and 
flanks brownish. 

Bill black with a white tip, base and round the gape pea-green 
to sulphur-yellow ; irides red-brown ; legs and feet blackish green^ 
inside of tarsus pale olive-green. 

Length 9 ; wing 3*9 ; tarsus 1’35 ; bill from gape 1. 
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Digtrihution. Throughout India, Ceylon, and Burma. This 
species was obtained by Anderson at Momien in Yunnan, and 
there are skins in the British Museum collection from Candabar, 
and Fao at the mouth of the Euphrates. P, alhipennis is distin- 
guished from the common European Little Grebe, P, fluviatilis, by 
having the secondaries white throughout in adults, and by the black 
on the chin and sides of the face being less extended. The 
Philippine species is distinct, so the name P. philippemis cannot 
be used. 

Habits, This Grebe is a permanent resident throughout 
India, wherever there are lakes, large marshes, or ponds of fresh- 
water, though it leaves many tanks and marshes A\hen they dry 
up and returns in the rainy season. It is seen singly or in small 
parties, diving after its food, which consists of small fish, Crustacea, 
mollusca, and water insects. The breeding season is from July 
to September in most parts of India. The nest is a mass of 
weeds, usually floating, amongst rushes or other vegetation ; the 
eggs are 4 or 5, elongate ovals, pure white at first, but discoloured 
as incubation proceeds, and they measure about 1*39 by 0*99. 
The parent birds always when leaving the eggs cover them yvith 
wet weeds, as do other species of the genus. 

A single specimen of a peculiar whitish Grebe was obtained by 
the late Mr. Mandelli from a lake in Native 8ikhim. No other 
skin has been obtained. At Mr. Mandelli’s request I described 
the bird as Fodiceps albescens. The skin is by most ornithologists 
who have examined it thought to be a partial albino of P. alhipennis, 
but, although chiefly white, it has dark brown shaft-stripes on the 
secondaries, and the chestnut collar is unlike that of any known 
species. I add a description. 

Coloration, Broad forehead, sides of head anteriorly, including 
the orbits and chin, black ; hind head and upper neck chestnut all 
round, lower hind neck brownish ; remainder of plumage white, 
except the primaries which are browm; feathers of the back, 
scapulars, and secondaries with dark browm shaft-stripes. 

Bill and feet coloured as in P. alhipennis. Wing 3*75 ; 
itarsus 1*3. 
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Since the publication of the earlier volumes of Birds in this series 
many additions have been made to Indian ornithology. Only the more 
important can be noticed here. 

Foremost must be idaced several papers by Mr. E. 0. S. Baker on the 
Birds of North Cacbar in vols. vii, viii, ix, x, and xi of the ^Journal 
of the Bombay Natural History Society’ (1891-97). These papers not 
only add greatly to the known habits of the numerous species mentioned, 
hut they also contain full accounts of nests and eggs, belonging, in very 
many cases, to species the nidification of which was previously unknown. 
The same author has contributed to the ‘Ibis’ for 1895 and 1896, 
“Notes on the Nidification of some (09) Indian Birds not mentioned in 
Hume’s ‘ Nests and Eggs.’ ” The late Lieut. H. E. Barnes published an 
account, illustrated with some good plates of eggs, of “ Nesting in 
Western India” in vols. iii, iv, v, and vi of the Bombay Natural 
History Society’s ‘ Journal ’ (1888-91), but references to many of these 
notes have already been given. In the same work (vol. vi, p. 331) are 
Mr. J. Davidson’s “ Notes on Nidification in Kanara ; ” and “ A short Trip 
to Kashmir ” by the same author, with numerous descriptions of nests and 
eggs, has just been published in the ‘ Ibis ’ for January 1898. Another 
paper that deserves notice is the “ Catalogue of a Collection of Birds 
(188 species) made by Dr. W. L. Abbott in Kashmir, Baltistan and Ladak, 
&c,,” Dy C. W. Richmond, published in the ‘ Proceedings ’ of the United 
States National Museum, xviii, pp. 451-503. An important paper on 
Ceylon Birds, “Ornithological I^otes from the Cocoawatte Estate,” by 
Mr. A, L. Butler has also appeared in the Bombay Natural History 
Society’s ‘ Journal,’ vol. x, p. 284. Lists of birds, from the Ruby Mines 
and from the Shan States in N.E. Burma have been published by 
Mr. Oates, the author of the first two volumes of the present work (‘ Ibis,’ 
1894, p. 478; Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. x, p. 108); and another list from 
the Southern Shan States has been contriouted by Mnjor Rippon (‘ Ibis,’ 
1896, p. 357). 

It is impossible here to do more than refer to the large accessions to 
out knowledge of the nests and eggs of Indian birds, but brief descrip- 
tions of new or supposed new species are given below and the more 
important additions to distribution are noted. With reference to the 
latter Mr. Baker records several species, not previously known to inhabit 
the Assam Range, as occurring in North Cachar (formerly known as part 
of the N4ga Hills). Of these the following are the most important 
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19. BendrocifM frontalis,^ our. Bom. 

N. H. Soc. viii, p. 166. 

69. Suthom atrimperciliariSi t. c. 
p, 169. 

76. Garmldx albigularis, t. c. p. 174. 
118. Pomatorkmus oliuaceusy t.c.p.l78. 
144. PellorneiDn ruficepSy t. c. p. 185. 
270. Hypsipetaa concoior, op. cit. vii, 
p. 129. 

^80. Cisticola voUtans, op. cit. ix, 
p. 14. 

385. Franklima cinereicapillay t. c. 

p. 15. 

391. Acanthoptila nepalenm, t. c. p.l6. 
407. Phylloscopus tristis, t. c. p. 16. 
434. Cryptoloplia xanihofichiMay t. c. 

p. 19. 

452. Horornh major y t. c. p. 22. 

479. Lanins isabeltinus (!), t. c. p. 112. 
485 rt. llemipus ohs(;urus (see below), 

t. c. p. 113. 


i No. 

508. Campophaga sykesiy t. c. p. 117. 

! 544. Temenuchm pagodaruytiy t. c. 

p. 120. 

568. Cyornis mperciliariSy t. c. p. 123. 
655. lanthia indicay t. c. p. 136. 

I 683. Geocichla wardi, t. c. p. 138. 
691. Petropklla cinclorhyncha, t. c. 
p. 138. 

704. Zoothera monticolay t. c. p. 139. 

I 818. Hirundo smithiy t. c. p. 145. 

I 889. ACthcrpyga dahrgiy op. cit. x, p. 7. 
I 921. Pigmsoma squalidum (common), 
i t. c. p. 163. 

! 922. P. modestum (less common), t. c. 
p. 163. 

; 989. T'iga shoreiy t. c. p. 346. 

I 1008. ihereiceryx zeylonicuSy t, c. 
p. 354. 

1109. Hierococcyx varius, t. c. p. 366. 
; 1129. Taccocua leschenaultii, t. c. 
i p. 371. 


The moat interesting additions made by Messrs. Oates and^ Rippon to 
the birds of the North-eastern Burmewse hills are the following, besides 
numerous species previously known from Muleyit and Karennee. 


No. 

52. Parado.vornis gut^aticoliis. Ruby 
Mines, 

129 a. Pomaiorhinus imberbis (see 
below). Ruby Mines; Byingyi. 

201. Tesla oyaniventrisy Byingyi. 

233 a. Jxulus clarki (see below). By- 
ingyi. 

298 a. Pycnonotus xanthorrhous (see 
below). Ruby Mines ; Kalaw. 


No. 

318. Sitia nagaensis. Ruby Mines. 
654. lanthia rujitata. Byingyi. 

818. Hirundo smithiu Ruby Mines ; 
Kalaw. 

960. Hypopicus hyperytknis, Ka- 
law. 

962 Pendrocoptis caJhanisi, Kalaw. 
1238. Circus spilonotus. Ruby Mines. 


Vol. I, p. 40. Genus Garruius. Add a new species : — 

26 a. Oaxrultis oatesi. The Indo-Chinese Jay. 

Garruius oatesi, Sharpe^ Bull, B, O. C. vol. v, p. xliv (1896) ; id. 
Ibis, 1896, p. 405. 

Coloration. Forehead rufous white ; crown the same, but streaked with 
4ark rufous and passing into dull chestnut on the nape and hind neck ; 
bock and mantle rufous ashy, lower back pale rufous passing into the 
white rump ; a black moustachial stripe ; lores, feathers around eye, and 
jE short broad stripe from the eye over the ear-coverts, chin and throat 
white, the latter passing into the dull vinaceous rufous of the fore neck 
.and breast ; rest of plumage as in O. hispeculains. 

Tail 6T ; wing 6*9 ; tarsus 1*75 ; bill from gape 1*45. 

Distribution. Chin (Khyen) HiUs, North-eastern Burma {Oates'). 
This is a well marked species. 

VoL I, p. 80. Gabb-ulax waddblli, to. nov., Ogilvie Grant, BuU. B. O. 
C. vol. iii, p. xxix (1894) ; id. Lbis, 1894, p. 424. 

Like G. pectoralis, but with the rufous collar almost obsolete ; the 
^superciliary stripe grey, not white ; ear-coverts pale buff with bla^sh 
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;fihaft-8tripe8, instead of black, or black streaked with white, and tail 
rather narrowly tipped with ashy, whereas in O, pectoralis it is broadly 
tipped with wfiite. 

Hab. llangit River, Sikhim, 4000 feet.” 

Both Mr. Oates and I feel doubtful about this species. It is founded 
on a single specimen obtained by Dr. Waddell, and, taking into considera- 
tion the liability of G. 2)ectoralis to variation and the great improbability 
of a new species belonging to so noisy and conspicuous a genus being 
found in Sikhim, we think the type of G, waddeUi may possibly be an 
abnormal individual or sport of G . pectoralh. 

Vol. I, p. 110. Genus Craterojms. — Cbateropus labvatus, sp. nov., 
Ilarterty Joui\f, Orn, 1890, p. 154. 

( Trandation of Latin description.) I.ores, upper chin, subocular and 
nialar spots blackish-smoky. Colour generally of Crateropus canorus* 
Bill slender, like that of Argya malcolmi ; bill and feet olive-brown. 
Wing 4 inches, tail (almost destroyed) 4*1, tarsus 1*4, culmen *87. Hab. 
‘^Madras, India.” 

The locality does not appear to be thoroughly authenticated, and is 
now regarded by Mr. Ilartert as doubtful : the species much resembles 
.some African forms and is possibl}^ of African origin. 

Vol. I, p. 125. Genus Pomatorhinus. Add the following species : — 

129 a. Pomatorhinus imberbis. 

Pomatorhinus imberbis, Salvadori, Ann. Mm. Civ. Gm. (2) vii, p. 410 
(1889) ; Oates, Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. x, p. 110. 

{Translation of Latin deseiHption.) Similar to P. erythrogenys, but 
rather smaller, and differing in the paler rusty-red on the sides of the 
head, neck, breast, and abdomen, and on the lower tail-coverts ; feathers 
at the base of the mandible not white but rusty; no black on the mous- 
tachial stripe. 

Length 9*25 ; tail 3-4 ; wing 3*4 ; tarsus 1*45 ; culmen 1*2. 

Distribution. Ruby Mines, Upper Burma ; Karennee ; Tenasserim. 

Vol. I, p. 171. The generic name Sittiparus having been previously used 
(see Ibis, 1890, p. 255), Oates proposes Pseudominla in its place. 
Ibis, 1894, p. 480. 

Vol. I, p. 173. No. 183. Proparus vinipectus. Omit the locality Japvo 

pe^, Burrail range, and add the following species : — 

188 a, Propaxus austeni. Austen's TiUBabhl&r. 

Proparus austeni, Ogilvie Grants Bull. B. O. C. v, p. iii (1896) ; id. 
Ibis, 1896, pp. 61, 132. 

Coloration. Crown and occiput pale chocolate-brown washed with 
rufous, the latter margined along the sides by bands of deep chocolate, 
beneath which run the white eyebrow stripes, which commence above the 
middle of the eye and are continued backward to the sides of the nape. 
Lores and ear-coverts deep vinous brown ; mantle much like the crown, 
but less rufescent and shading into ferruginous on the lower back, rump, 
and wing-coverts ; the outer primaries edged with hoary grey, the next 
few mostly black on the outer web, and the remaining quills with the 
outer webs ferrupnous. Chin and throat white ; feathers of the lower 
throat with reddish-brown spats at the extremity of ihe shaft ; chest and 
upper bmst uniform vinom buf, shading into fulvous on the abdomen, 



480 


APPEKDIX. 


flanks, and under tail-coverts; tail brown, washed with ferruginous' 
towards the base of the outer webs. Total length 4*5 inches ; culmen 
0*43 ; wing 2*3 ; tail 2 ; tarsus 0*9.’’ 

In younger birds “ the crown and sides of the head are much paler, 
the white superciliary stripes absent, and the white on the chin and 
throat sulfiised with pale vinous and spotted with reddish brown. The 
abdomen, sides, and flanks are bright rust-red.^^ {Grant , L c.) 

Habitat. Naga and Manipur 11 ills.” 

This is a perfectly distinct form inhabiting the hills south of Assam. 
The diflerences from P. vinipectits are shown by the sentences in^ 
italics. 

Vol. I, p. 176. The type- specimens of No. 186, Turdinulus roberti, 
having been acquired, together with the remainder of the Godwin- 
Austen collection, by the British Museum, were compared by 
Ogilvie Grant with the bird from Mulevit in Tenasserim, and 
found to be distinct. The description of T. roberti in the first 
volume of this work was taken from the Tenasserim species, 
which proves to be identical with the Boniean T. exml. Some 
skins from the Miri Hills, north of Sadiya, Upper Assam, were 
described by Ogilvie Grant, before he examined the true T. roberti, 
as a new species T. guttaticoUis, but this was subsequently found 
to be a subspecies of T. roberti, from which it is not 1 think 
separable. 

The following explains the differences : — 

Key to the ^ecies (Grant). 

a. Feathers of the middle of the throat white or whitish 

buff, with a triangular black spot at the end of each . 

b. Feathers of the middle of the throat imiform, devoid of 

black streaks or spots 

The corrected synonymy will run thus : — 

186. Turdinulus roberti. Robert's Babbler. 

Pnoepyga caudata, apud Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 101, 
nec Blyth. 

Pnoepyga roberti, Godw.^Anst. ^ Wald, Ibis, 1875, p. 252 ; Godw.- 
Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. 2, p. 195 ; Hume, S. F. iv, p. 218. 

Turdinulus guttaticoUis, Ogilvie Grant, Ibis, 1895, p. 432; 1896, 
p. 59. 

Turdinulus roberti, Ogilvie Grant, Ibis, 1896, pp. 56, 59. 

Distribution. Naga and Manipur Hills ; also Noa Dehing and Manbum,- 
near Sadiya. T. guttaticoUis is from the Miri and Mishmi Hills, north 
of Sadiya. 

180 a. Turdinulus exsul. Davison's Babbler, 

Turdinulus roberti, apud Hume ^ Dav. S. F, vi, p. 234 ; Hume, Cat. 
no. 382 ter ; Sharpe, Notes Leyd. Mus. vi, p. 173 ; Oates, ante, vol. i,. 
p. 176. 

Turdinulus murinus, apud Hume, S, F. ix, p. 115 ; Oates, B, B^ ii, 
p. 62; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. vii, p. 593. 

Turdinulus exsul, Sharpe ; Biittikofer, Notes Leyd, Mus, xvii, p. 76 
(1895) ; Ogilvie Grant, His, 1896, p. 60. 

Distribution. Muleyit, Tenasserim ; Klang, Selangore ; Kina Balu, 
Mount J)ulit, and Mount Penrisen, Borneo, The specimen firom Klang 
differs slightly from the others, and may prove separable. 


T. roberti, 
T. exsul. 
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Vol. I, p. 182. No. 191, Larvivora hrunnea is said to be only a winter 
visitor to the Nilp^iris. Garde w, Jour. Bom. N. II. Soc. x, p. 14(1 
Vol. I, p. 185. According to Mr. A. G. Cardew (Asian, Sept. 2nd, 1892) the 
young of no. 194, Brachypteryx rafivmtriR {Callem ruftxentrh of 
Jerdon), is spotted. Mr. OaWs (Asinn, September SOth, 1892) 
remarks that the bird and its ally B. alMvenfrts must in that case 
be referred to the MuticiUirim amongst the Turdidcc, 

Vol. I, p. 190. It is stated by Mr. Carter (Asian, July 21st, 189,3) that 
No. 199, llodymjiiiu pfurniciiroides, has been obtained on the Palni 
Hills, Sonth India. 

\ ol. I, p. 19(). No. 201. Malndns ca/natratn pallUln, subsp. nov., TIar- 
tert, Kat. Vog. Smek Mus. p. 21 (1891), N.W. India. This is 
the rather paler form LioptUa capist rata inhabiting the N.W. 
Himalayas, and is, I think, the typical race originally described by 
Vigors. Many birds from the drier north-western parts of India 
are paler coloured than those from damper regions with denser 
forests. 

Vol. I, p. 205, No. 210, Sfaphidea casfnneicepf^ figured, Jour. Bom. 

N. H. Soc. viii, p. 203, pi. uj)posite p. 102. 

\'ol. I, p. 218. No. 233, I.rutus humilis figured. Ibis, 1894, pi. xiii, 
fig. 2. Add the following : — 

233 a. Ixulus clarki. The Browii-capped Ixulun. 

Ixiilus clarki, Oatcft, Bull. B, O. C. vol. Hi, p. xli (1894) ; id. Ibis^ 
1894, pp. 433, 481, pi. xiii, fig. J. 

Coloration. Crown rufous brown, very different from the rest of the 
upper parts, which are greyish olive with while shafts to the feathers; 
a paler greyish collar ; quills ami tail browai, ])rimaries narrowly edged 
outside with white ; lores and moiisiachial stripe chocolate-brown ; sides 
of head behind eyes paler and greyer brown ; lower parts white, throat 
and upper breast with triangular brown shaft-streaks ; sides of breast and 
Hanks greyish brown, with white shaft-stripes. 

Tail 2 ; wing 2*6 : tarsus *75 ; bill from gape ’5. 

IBntrilmtion. Byingyi Mountain, Shan States, Upper Burma. 

This is distinguished from I. /m»^^7^>by its distinct brown cap and much 
greyer back with wdiite- shafted feathers. 

\"ol. I, p. 234. Genus Chloropsia. Mr. E. C. S. Baker (Jour. Bom. N. IT. 
Soc. vi, p. 59) gives reasons, founded on structure and habits, and 
especially nidificatiou, for placing Chloropau with the Ihilbuls in 
the subfamily Brachypodince , 

Vol. I, p. 236. No. 249, Chloropsis hardwickii, ^ and J figured by 
Baker, Jour. Bora. N. II. Soc. viii, pi. opp. p. 1. Nidiheation 
described, ibid. p. 12. Nidification of C. aurifnms, p. 8. 

Vol, I, p. 252, Subfamily Brachypodina^. Mr. E. C. S. Baker, in ^^The 
Bulbuls of North (jachar ^’(Jour, Bom. N. II. Soc. vii, pp. 1, 1 25, 263, 
413 ; viii, p. 1), has given full accounts of all the species inhabiting 
the area named. The following are figured : — 

No. 263. Oriniyer Jlaveolus and nest, 1. c. vol. vii, p. 4. 

No. 277. Alcurus (head), „ p. 413. 

No. 279. Molpaatea bunnnnicus (head), „ p. 413. 

No. 282. Molpastes benyalensis (head), „ p, 413. 

No. 287. Xanthixm Jlaveacens and nest, „ p. 1. 

No. 288. Qtocompaa emeHa^ „ p. 263. 

No. 290. OiQcorupaa jlaviverdris and ne&t, „ p. 12o. 

No. 292. Bpivizm cunifrona (head), p. 413. 
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Vol.Ijp. 286. Add the species desenbed in the footnote: — 298a, 
Fyenonotus xanthorrhotiSj Anderson^s Bulbul^ with the addi- 
tional references :~-Rippon, Ibis, lc96, p. 859; Oates, Jour. Bom. 
N. H. Soc. X, p. 110. This species has now been found at the 
Ruby Mines, Kalaw in the Soutliern Shan States, and in Karennee. 

Vol. I, p. 295. Mr. Baker (.Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. yiii, p. 7) suggests that 
^ 0 . Microhms ciiiereiventr is, may be the female of No. 810, 
M. melanocephahis. Lord Walden in Blyth’s ‘ Birds of Burma/ 
p. 186, doubted whether the two species w’ere distinct, and lluine, 
S. F. yi, p. 819, observed that M, mehmocephalus skins may be 
converted into M, cinereiventris b}^ carbolic acid. 

Vol. I, p. 339. No. 853, Elachura punctata figured, Ibis, 1892, pi. ii, 
fig. 2. Add a. new species : — 

853 «. Elachura haplonota. The I lain Br oxen Wren. 

Elachura haplonota, E. C. B. Baker, Ibis^ 1892, p. 62, pi. ii, fig. 1 ; 
id. Jour. Bom. N. 11. Soc. vii, p. 319. 

Elachura imrnaculata, Bakery Jour. Bom. N. II. Soc. vii, pi. opposite 
p. 319 (1893). 

Whole upper plumage dark umber-brown, rather lighter on the rump 
and tail-coverts, the feathers obsoletely edged with rather pale siemia- 
browm, quills dark cinnamon-brown on the exposed parts ; tail browui, 
tinged with cinnamon-red ; chin and throat white, tinged with fulvous, 
and the feathers, except in the centre, tipped with dusky ; breast and 
sides of neck fulvous brown, the featliers tipped with browui and sub- 
tipped with white ; centre of abdomen wLite ; hanks and under tail- 
coverts fulvous brown, some of the feathers of the former tipped with 
white. Bill dark horny ; irides red ; legs sanguineous fleshy. Length 4*1 5 ; 
tail 1*58; wing 1*95; tarsus *6; bill from gape *52. {Baker \ slightly 
abridged from original.) 

This Wren is easily distinguished from E. pxmetata by wanting the 
white spots on the back and rump, and the black cross-bars on the quills 
and tail-feathers. 

The nest and eggs were taken by Mr. Baker on May 11th. The nest 
w^as a deep cup with the back wuill prolonged, made inside of skeleton 
leaves, bound together with fern roots and bents, outside of dead leaves ; 
the eggs, three in number, were white, finely speckled with reddish- 
brown, and measured about *66 by *5. 

Vol. I, p. 362. No. 869, Tribura xnajor. Add to synonymy : — 
Dumeticola major, BrookSy F. A. S. B. 1871, p. 210. 

Vol, I, p. 400. Genus Fht/llosco^ms. Notes on several Indian species 
are furnished by Mr. E. Brooks, Ibis, 1894, p. 261. 

Vol. I, p. 402. No. 406, Fhx/lloscopus tytleri. Add to synonymy: — 
Brooks, P. A. S. B. 1871, p. 210. 

Vol. I, p. 436. No. 450, Horomis pallidus. Add to synonymy : — 
Horiles pallidus, BrookSy P. A. S. B. 1871, p. 210. 

Vol. I, p. 450. No. 464, Prinia aodalis figured, Baker, Jour. Bom. N. H. 
Soc. ix, p. 1. Vidal, op. dt. viii, p. 427, has shown that both the 
kinds of nests described may be made by the same pair of birds, 
the difference depending on the site selected. 

Vol. I, p. 473. Genus Htmipm, Add a species:— 

485 a. HemipuB obscimis. The Malay Pied Shrike, 
Muscicapa obscura/ ifbr/?/*. Tr, Linn, Soc, xiii, p. 146 (1821). 
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Ilemipua ob^ciirus, Bbjth^ J. A. S. B. xv, p. 3")o ; id. Cat. p. 154 ; 
id. Btrds Barm. p. 122; Htinir Dan. S. F. vi, p. 20[) ; Skurpej 
Cat. B. M. iii, p. 3()5 ; OateSy B. B. i, p. 2u0 ; Baker ^ Jour, Bom. 
N. II. Soc. ix, p. 113. 

For description see Vol. I, p. 473, footnote. 

Distribution. Java, Sumatra, Borneo, and Malacca. Blyth, in his 
Cataloj^ue, gave Tenasseriui as a locality, and in his ‘ Birds of Burma ^ 
Mergui. Oates included tlie species in the ‘ Birds of Burma,’ but, for the 
reasons given in the footnote already quoted, omitted it from the present 
work. As a specimen has now been secured, together with its nest, at 
Laisung, North Oachar, by Mr. Stuart Baker, it is probable that Blyth 
was correctly informed, and the species must be included in the Indian 
fauna. 

Vol. I, pp. 479-481. Nos. 490, 491, Pericrocotus soecioms and P. f rater- 
cuius. Numerous specimens showing a passage between these two 
have been obtained in the Cachar hills. Baker, Jour. Bom. N. II. 
Soc. ix, p. 110; X, pp. 151, 031. 

Vol. JI, p. 9. Add to the synonymy of No. 501, Siphia parva : — 

Kubecola tytleri, Jameson^ Edinb. N. Phil. Jour, xix, p. 214 (1835). 

^Ir. W. Eagle Clarke has found Jameson’s type in the Edinburgh 
Museum (Ibis, 1892, p. 558). By .Terdon R. tpileri was referred with 
doubt to En/throsterna leucura (=502. Siphia albicflla). Jlie references, 
Jerdon, B. 1. iii, Anpendix, p. 871; Blyth, Ibis, 1800, p. 372; 1870, 
p. 100, should be added to the synonymy of Enjt/irosterna parva under 
No. 501. There are Western Himalayan spe(umens in the British 
Museum. 

Vol. II, p. 97. A comparison of Ruticilla erytkropaster from the 
Caucasus, the original locality, has imliiced the Hon. W. 
Rothschild (Nov. ZuoL iv, p. 108, 1897) to distinguish No. 045, 
the Himalayan and Central Asiatic race, as R. grandis, Gould 
(P. Z. S. 1849, p. J 12). Both sexes of this bird are said to be con- 
siderably paler in colour. The only Caucasian specimen i have been 
able to examine is much more richly coloured than Himalayan 
skins. 

Vol. II, p. 100. Richmond (Proc. U.S. National Museum, xviii, p. 484) 
describes No. 048, the White-spotted Bluethroat, from Ladak a.s 
a new species under the name of Cyanecula abhottiy said to be dis- 
tinguished from C. wotfi by the deeper blue of the throat, the blue 
lores, and the longer bill. After examining the series in the British 
Museum collection, 1 cannot see that there is any constant diiference 
between Asiatic and European birds, and 1 do not think they need 
separation. 

Vol. II, p. 104. No. 052, Calliope tschebaiewi figured, Baker, Jour. 
Bom. N. H. Soc. ix, pi. C. 

Vol. II, p. 221. Salvadori has shown, Ibis, 1888, p. 320, that Bucanetes, 
Cabanis, 1857, must be used for this genus, not Erytkrospiza^ 
Bonap., which is a synonym of Carpodacm. 

Vol. II, p. 301. Genus Anthus. As was anticipated (Vol. II, p. 304) 
A. pratensis has been found within Indian limits. Blyth (Ibis, 
1867, p. 32) stated that he had seen undoubted specimens from 
North-western India, but his remark appears to nave been dis- 
regarded, probably because Hume doubled whether some Indian 
skins previously referred to A. pmtensis by J. Verreaux were 
correctly identified. 
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840 a. Anthus pratensis. 71ie Mmdow PipiL 
Alauda pratensis, Limi. SyH. Nat. i, p. 287. 

Anthus pratensis, Jerdon, B. 1. ii, p. 239; Blyth, Ihis^ 18(>7, p. 32; 
Hume, Ibis, 18(39, )). 355 ; 1871, p. 3(5 : id. iS. F. vii, pp. 402, 455 ; 
id. Cat. no. (505 quint. ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. x, p. 58() ; Osmast.ou^ 
Jour. Bom. N. it. Soc. ix, p. 191. 

Coloration. Very similar to that of A. trwlalis (Vol. II. p. 303), hut the 
hind claw exceeds the hind toe in length. A. pratensis may he distin- 
guished from A. riehardi, A. sfriolatus, and A. rnfulns l)y having the 
sides of the body richly spotted and streaked, and from the two former 
hy size. A. cerrimfs, in young plumage, is veiy similar tt> A. pratensi)^. 

Bill hlackish brown, inclining to yellow at base of lower mandible ; 
irides dark brown ; legs light brown ( /bv.s'sc;*)- 

Length () ; tail 2 25; wing 3; tarsus *85; hind toe and claw *8; hind 
claw *5 ; culmen *(5. 

Dishihntion. Europe, Northern Africa, Western and ('"entral Asui. 
Specimens were shot in 'rehri-( Jarhwal by Mr. Osmaston at 11,000 feet 
elevation. The ne.st and eggs were taken on May 25th. The akin of the 
parent bird was identified in the Museum, (lalcutta. 

Vol. II, p. 378. No. 914, Dicfmm chnjsovrh(vum figured, Baker, Jour. 
Bom. N. II. Soc. X, p. 1(31, pi. K. 

Vol. Ill, p. 92. No. 1012, Ci/anops asiatica. The birds from North 
Cacliar, noticed on p. 93 as having the mantle-f(‘athera and upper 
tail-coverts tipped with maroon-red and the under tail-coverts 
splaslied with \ermilion, are r('garded by Mr. Baker ns probably a 
new species, contined to the higher peaks. 4'his spt'cies he names 
provisionally C. ht^uksoens, Jt)ur. Bom. N. 11. Soc. x, p. 253. It 
IS more fully described in Novitates Zoologies, iii, ]>. 257 (189(3). 

lie also describes and figures as (h'ANOPs robustirostiits, sp. 
nov. (Jour. Bom. N. II. Soc. x, p. 35(5, ])l. E), a small bird supposed 
at first to be a young C. eyanotis, vvitli the wholf) plumage green, 
tinged with yellow on the foreln'ad and wing-coverts ; lores, cheeks, 
ear-coverts, throat, and upper breast strongly suffused with blue, 
and the rest of the lower parts ex(^ept the lower tail-coverts 
slightly so; tail-featbers blui.sli beneath. J^ength 5*4, tail 1-7, 
wing 3*25, tarsus 75, bill from gape *98, breadth at forehead *3(5. 
The bill is shorter than that of adult C. cyanops, but broader at 
the base. 

As only one specimen is knowm, it will be better to await 
" further informal ion, but it is far from improbable that both Cmnops 

ruhescens and C. robusiirostris deserve recognition as distinct 
species. 

Vol. ITT, p. 109. Meropida\ There are 11 primaries in Merops and 
MAiitophayus, 10 in Nyctiomis (Gadow). 

Vol. Ill, p. 125. No. 1038, Akedo yi'andls figured, Baker, Jour. Bom. 
N. II. Soc. X, p. 539, pi. G. 

Vol. Ill, p. 127. No. 1040, Cey.v tndactyla feeds on spiders. Baker, 
t. c. X, p. 542. 

Vol. Ill, p. 133. No. 1045, Ilalq/on pileata. This was obtained by 
Vidal at Mai wan, south of Ilatndgiri, and has since been captured 
at Kalyannear Bombay: Comber, Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. x, p. 533. 
Found throughout the Konkan from Bombay southward : Vidal 
op. dt. xi, p. 148 ,* Aitken, ibid. p. 104. ^ 
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Vol. Ill, p. 17f>. Ogilvi^i Grant has shown (Ibis, 1805, p. 46]) thji-t 
typical Collocatia fuclpkcKja has the tarsi feathered, and is only 
distinguished from the Himalayan C. hrevirmtvu by slightly 
smaller size, a character not of specific importance. Coiise(j[uently 
No. 1081, toe Indian Edible-nest 8wiftlet, will stand as C. imi- 
color, and No. 1082 as C. fuciphaga. (Hee also llartert, Ibis, 

1806, p. 668.) 

Vol, III, p. 182. Vaprunufiji. llartert shows that the pfilate is not 
scliizognatlions, but either fegithognathous or in certain genera 
desmognatlious ; Ibis, 1806, p. 660. 

Vol. Ill, p. 188. No. 1003, Caprintulijns mcieruriis. llartert, Ibis, 
1806, p. 672, agrees that C. ain'pen/ns as wtdl as (\ alhonotufm must 
be t!lassed as subspeeiiis of C. //lacriinis. lie proposes to give 
the naiiKi C. mavrurus umbuptus to the foi ni from Burma, Assam, 
and the Eastern Himalayas, which is iiUei mediate b(itween typical 
C. funcrnrm from Java and the North-lndian (\ alhonotatus 
(tills is the bird described as (\ ntacrurus by .lerdon and Hume), 
and to distinguish the Nepalese and Western Himalayan race (a 
small ])ale*coloiiied form with a wing only 7'2 long) as C. macrtifus 
uipaleihsis. 

Ill Jonr. 15om. N. H. Soe. ix, p. 480, Davidson calls attention to 
the dillerence between the eggs of alhonotatm and C. (ifnpa/uus. 
He describes those of the latter, op. (- 'd. vi, p. 661. His description 
differs from that of Miss Gockburn, lliongli it agrees fairly with 
that of Colonel Legge (^t)ates in Hume’s N. ^ E. 2nd ed. iii, 
]i. 47). 

N’ol. Ill, p. 196, No. 1000, Batnichostomus monilujer in Canara : 
Davidson, Jour. Bom. N. II. 8oc. ix, p. 480. This bird iscinnmon 
in the province of l"\a, Ceylon, below 2000 feet, {Uid its peculiar 
note, somewhat like “coo/voo, coorroo^ coo/roo,’’ ending with a 
chuckle, may lx? heard every night : Butler, Jour. Bom. N. 11. Soc. 
X, ]). 207. Of B. hodpsoniy numerous nests and eggs have been 
taken in Nortli Caehar : Laker, op, di. x, p. 554. 

Vol. Ill, p, 246. No, 1166, Centropo,'i henpalensis obtained in Ceylon: 
Butler, Jour. Bom. N. II. Soc. xi, p. 162. 

Vol. Ill, p. 270. No. 1156, Ash otm has been found breeding in the 
liills above Giirais in Kashmir, at about OtHX’ feet elevation, by 
Lieut. B. A. G. Shelley, ILE. The eg-gs, four in number, 
ineasuiiug 1‘62 by 1'65, were on a platform of slicks, perhaps an 
old crow’s nest: Jour. Bom. N. II. Soc. x, p. 140. 

Vol. HI, p. 271. No. 1157, Asia accipdritms has been taken in Ceylon 
on several occasions recently : Butler, Jour. Bom, N. H. Soc, x, 
p. 284 ; xi, p. 163. 

A' ol. HI, p. 300. Mr. A. L. Butler writes to me that the call of the 
Andamanese Kinox offinis is a loud ‘‘craw,” something like a 
Glaucidium’s note, and quite different from that of N, scutulata in 
Ceylon, which is a soft fluty dissyllable, as is also that of N, obscum, 

Vol. Ill, p. 345. No. 1208. The length of llieraetm pennntm should be 
20 inches, not 20. 

Vol. Ill, p. 348. No. 1210, letimHus malapensis is found in the Malay 
Peninsula and Islands. The statement that it is not found is a 
misprint. 

Vol.III, p. 380. The genus Buieo has occasionally, though very rarely, 
been found in Burma : see p. 305, 



486 


APPENDIX. 


Vol. Ill, p. 89(). Genus Astnr, A new species has just been described. 
1244a. Astur butleri. T?te Nicohar Short^toed llaiok. 

Astnr butleri, J. H. Gumey^ BulL B. O, 0. vol. vii, p. xxvii (January, 
1898). 

** Adult male. Whole of the upper parts bluish grey, lightest on the 
head; breast pink, tinely barred with white, one indistinct bar at the 
end of the tail. No bars on the primaries, secondaries, or under wing- 
coverts, which are quite white ; in this respect, and in its plain tail, 
greatly ditfering from Adur 2)olwfms (Flume) (a form of No. 1244. 
A, badim), which has all the feathers barred except the middle ones. 
Iris bright orange. Feet yellow. I^engtli 11*7 inches, wing 6'7, tail T)**!, 
tarsus 1 -9. 

lumatin'e male. Wlicde of the up])er parts dark chestnut, darker on 
the nap(', eacli feather having' a dark centre. Tail cinnamon-red, witli 
two dark brown bars, llnaist and sides reddish brown, blotched with 
huff*. Belly whitish bud, hlotchtMl with rufous. Throat huff, with a thin 
median streak of chestnut. Ilnderside of wing cinuamou. Primaiies 
and secondaries indistinctly barred. Under wing-coverts barred with 
rufous. Iris greyish wdiite. Feet pale lemon. Bill black, base bluish. 
Cere ])flle green. Fyelid gr<‘enish. 

These Hawks, and two others said to be exactly like them, wore shot 
in September 1897 on the island of Car Nicobar, in the Bay of Bengal, 
by Mr. A. L. Butler.” 

Vol. IV, p. 80. In the Hbis,\jusf pnldished, for .Inmiary 1898, p. 124, 
Oates has distinguished the Pheasant of the Shan States east of 
the Irrawaddy from typical Phasuntim ( CalophasuH) httmiee of Mani- 
pur, and has described the former as (Ulophasih ijurmannicus. 
'Idle principal ditferences are the broader wdiite margins to the 
ft*atlu^rs of the low'cr hack and rump, and the imperfect black 
wing-bar, paid of the black being replaced by chestnut. Moreover 
the black of the neck does not extend to the U];per hack, and 
there is more chestnut on the bars of the tail-feathers, and on the 
concealed parts of the feathers fnnning the posterior W'hite W'ing- 
bar. Some of the distinctions had been noted by Mr. F. Finn (J. A. 
S. B. Ixvi, pt. 2, p. 7)2*1), and the feathers of the lower back of both 
forms figured. 1 am doubtful wliether the difierences mentioned, 
with the possible exception of tlie white on the lower back and 
rump, are likely to be constant. There is mucli variation even 
in the few specimens (three from Manij)ur and two from North- 
eastern Burma) availabV, for examination. I am inclined to class 
the Shan States form as a race or subspecies of P. humice^ but 
many ornithologists wDuld regard it as a distinct species. 

Vol. IV, p. 116. No. 1856, Coivmh' coromandelica has been recorded 
from (k)lombo, Ceylon, by Mr. A. L. Butler, Jour. Bom, N. II. 
Soc. X, p. 284. 

’\’ol, IV, p, 160. Mr. Butler writes to me that No. 1397, Balliua 
eaumugi^ is common in the Andaman Islands, but very shv ; the 
principal breeding season is January to April. The nestling is 
clad in chestnut down, and the immature bird has the lower parts 
dull blackish grey, nan owly barred with dirty white. 

Vol. IV, p. 190. The Burmese Sarus Crane, No. 1410, Grus sharpHy has 
been obser^^ed in flocks by Mr. Davis, whose notes are printed in 
Hume and Marshalls ‘ Game Birds.^ 
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abbot ti (Oyaiieciiln), 48;^, 
abnorinis (H}})ola3iiidia), 

U>2. 

accipitrinus (Asio), 485. 
Actitis, 260. 

Actodromas, 276. 
acuminata (Heteropvgia). 
276. 

acuminata (Tringn), 276. 
acuminatus (Totanus), 
27(5. 

acuta (Ana;<), 447. 
acuta (Datila), 447. 
Adelarus, 602. 

^Egialitis 236. 
fcgocephala (Liniosa), 
2.54. 

OBgocephala (Scolopax), 
256. 

fienea (Carpophaga), 19. 
tenea (Coluniba), 19. 
i\itheriu8 (Pluititon), 349, 
357. 

affinis (Larus), 304, 
afiiiiia (Ninox), 485. 
aftlnia (Osmotreron;, 8, 9. 
affinis (Sterna), .313. 
afflnis (Vinago), 8. 
africana (Ana.s), 400. 
afVicana (Nyroca), 4(>0. 
agricola (Oolumba), ‘Kl. 
akool (Aniaurornis), 
172. 

akool (Porzana), 172. 
akool (Rail us), 172. 
alba (Ardea), 385. 
alba (Oioonia), 369. 
alba (Herodias), 385, 
386. 

albelliis (Mergellus), 467. 
albelluB (Mergus), 467. 
albescons (Podiceps), 475, 
476. 

albescens (Tringa;, 274. 
albioollis (Bhyuehops), 
327. 

albicriatatus (Gentueus), 

8a 


albifrons (Anser). 417. 
albifrojis (Brania), 417. 
albigena (Sterna), 317. 
albigulare (Nettioii), 
444. 

albigulare (Nettium), 
444. 

albigularis (Garrulax), 
478. 

albiponnis (Podiceps), 
475. 

albipenriis (Tiicbybaptes), 
4 1 »>. 

albiventer (Graculus), 
340. 

albiventris (Turnix), 154. 
albocelhitum (Polyploc* 
iron), 73. 

albocristatus (Euplo- 
cam us), 89. 

albocristatus (Euplo- 
comus), 89. 

albocrisUitus (Gallopha- 
si.s), 89. 

albocristjitus (Pliasiaiius), 
89. 

albogularis (Mareca), 
444. 

albonotatua (Capri mul- 
gus), 485. 

alchata (Pterocles), 58. 
fdchata (Pteroclurus), 58, 
59. 

Alecloropodes, 66. 
alexandrina (iEgielitis), 
240. 

alexandrinus (Chara- 
drius), 240. 
alpina (Pelidna), 279. 
alpiiia (Iringa), 279. 
Alsocomus, 

amauroptera (Porzana), 
168. 

Araaurornis, 170. 
ambiguus (Canrimulgus 
inacrurus), 486. 
araboinenoia (iV[acro<* 
pygia), 5L 


Amrnoperdix, 1.33. 
amestheta (Sterna), 32.3. 
Anas, 435. 

anastba^tus (Onyclio- 
prion), 323. 

Anastomus, 377. 

Anatidie, 412. 

Aiiatina', 420. 
AncyJoohilus, 278. 
and am anensis (Herodias), 
391. 

andamanensis (Querque- 
dula), 444. 

audersoni (Euplocainus), 
94. 

andersoni (Gennaeus), 
94. 

andersoni (Nycthemorus), 
94. 

andersoni (Phcenico- 
pterus), 408. 

angliea (Gelochelidon), 
311. 

angliea (Sterna), 311. 
angiislirostris (Anas), 
4.54. 

angustirostris (Ohaulelas- 
mus), 4.54. 

angnstirostris (MarmarO' 
netta), 454. 

angustirostria (Querque- 
dula), 454. 

Anous, 325. 

Anser, 415. 

Anseres, 411. 

Anserinaj, 415. 
antarotious (Stercorarius), 
330, 

Anthropoides, 190. 
Anthus, 483. 
anti gone (Antigone), 
189. 

antigone (Ardea), 188. 
antigoae (Grus), 188, 
189, 

antiquorum (Pheenico- 
pterus), 408. 
apioauda (Treron), 16* 
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apicaudua (Sphenocer- 
cus), U). 

apieieauda (Sphonocer- 
cus), 16. 

aquaticua (Kallas), 160. 
aquila (Fregata), 
aquilus (Altageii), ^68. 
aqiiilus (Pelecauus), 1368. 
Arboricola, 126. 
Arborupiiila, 125. 
urcuata (Aims), 460. 
arcuata (Deudrocvgna), 
460. 

arcuatus (Niimeniiis), 
262. 

Ardea, 680. 

Ardent, 670. 

Ardeida', 679. 

Ardeola, 692. 
ardeola (Dromas), 208, 
Ardotta, 600. 

Arenaria, 222. 
arenaria (Calidris), 270, 
iireiiaria (Tringa), 270. 
arenarhis (Pterooles), 64. 
argala (Ardea), 676. 
argala (Le-ptoptilus), 

6^ 6, 

argentatus (Liirus), 60."). 
argooiidah (Coiurr.ix), 
119. 

argooiidah (Perdiculu), 

118, 119. 

argiinda (Perdicula), 
JIO. 

a;gus (Argusianus), 71. 
argus (Pliasiaiius), 71- 
Argusianus, 71. 
ariel (Attagen), 6.68, 
ariel (Fregaia), 368. 
aromatica (Viuago), 8. 
arquata (Kumenius), 
2.62. 

arquata (Scolopax), 262. 
Asarcornis, 424. 
asba (Ardea), 390. 
asha (Demi-egretta), 390. 
aslia (llerodias), 690. 
usha (Lepterodius), 390. 
Hsiatica (ABlgialitis), 2.69. 
asiatica (Cvanops), 484. 
asiatica (Mycteria), 372. 
asiatica (Perdicula), 118, 

119. 

asiatim (Perdix), 118. 
asiaticus (Chamdrius). 
2 ; 39 . 

asiaiicus (Eudromias), 
239. 

asiaticus (Ochthodro- 
luus), 239. 


asiaticus (Pbalaropus), 
281. 

asiaticus (Stercorarius), 
329. 

asiaticus (Aerlorhynchus), 
672. 

assiinilis (Macropigia), 
61. 

A star, 480. 

ateluspiluiii (Polyplec- 
trou), 76. 
atra (Kulica), 180, 
alrigularis (Arboricola), 
124, 127. 

atrimichalis (Sarco- 
graiuiiia), 220. 
at rinuclialis (Saroogram- 
111 us), 220. 

atripciJiiis (Oaprimul- 
gus), 486. 

atnsujierciliaris (8u- 
tJiora), 478. 

atrogularis (Arboricola), 

1.^:7. 

atrogularis (.Arboro- 
pliiia), 127. 

atrogularis(lJeinipodius), 

1.^1. 

atrogularis (ISarco- 
gratiiiua), 220. 
atronuclialis (Lobivancl- 
lus), 220. 

Attagen, 668. 
augusta (Obttleophaps), 
20 . 

aurantia (Seena), 615. 
aurani.ia (Sterna), 3 1 5. 
aurifVons (Cliloropsis), 
481. 

aiirita (Otis), 198. 
aurita (Syplieotis), 198. 
auritus (Sypheotidcs), 
198. 

auritus (Turtur), 42. 
austeni (Proparus), 479. 
australis (Mycteria), 
372. 

australis (Sula), 340. 
autumnalis (lliiiianto* 
pus), 242. 

avocetta (Recurvirostra), 
248.' 

awsuree (Dendrot^gna), 
430. 

awsuree (Mareca), 430. 
Aytbya, 458. 

bacchus (ArdeolaX 394. 
bacchus (Buphus), 394. 
baeri (Anas), 461. 
baeri (P\iiigiila), 461. 


baeri (Nyroca), 401. 
bailloni (Porzaiia), 105. 
Buinbusicoia, 110. 
bankiva (GuUus), 75. 
belgica (Liinosa), 264. 
belgica (Scolopax), 264. 
beiigalensis (Ceiitropus), 
485 . 

beiigalensis (Houburup- 
sis). 200. 

beiigalensis (Molpastes), 
48l . 

bengitlensis (Otis), 200. 
bengMlensis (Kliviicluea), 
293 . 

beiigalensis (Sterna), 
616 . 

beiigalensis (Syplieoti- 

dfs), 200. 

beriguleiisis (Syplieotis), 
21 K>. 

beiigalensis (Tbalassfeus), 
616 . 

benghulcTisis (Rallus), 
296 . 

bergii (Sterna), 614. 
bewieki (t-'ygnuH), 414. 
bieulcaraia (Gailoperdix), 
109. 

bicalearatus (Perdix), 
109. 

birincta (Osinotrerou), 

II. 

bic.neta (Treron), 11. 
bleu iota (Viiiago), 11. 
bicolvir (Ainaurornis), 
171. 

bicolor (Carpophagu), 
26. 

bieolor (Columba), 26. 
bicolor (Myribticivora), 
26. 

bicolor (Porzana), 171. 
biddulphi (Pucrasia), 85, 
80. 

bilobus (Cbaradrius), 

220 . 

bilobus (Saroiopborus), 

220 . 

bitorquatus (Cursorius), 

216 . 

bitorquatus (Macrotar- 
fiius), 212. 

bitorquatus (Rbinopti- 
lus), 212. 

blanfordi (Tumix), 155. 
blewitti (Microperdix), 
J22, 

blythi (Phoenicopterus), 

410. 

blytbi (Tragopan), 102* 



ALPHABETICAL INDEX. 


480 


blythii (Ceriornis), 102. 
bonbami (Ammoperdix), 
VdS. 

bonbami (Perclix), 133. 
bo8cas (Anas), 435. 
boschas (Anas), 435. 
Hotaurus, 405. 
boyciana (Ciconia), 309. 
Brachynodiiifn, 4H1 . 
brachyniyncbus (Anser), 
418. 

brag (Ardea), 382. 

Branta, 450. 

brevirostris (OolJoealia), 
485. 

brunnea (Larvivora), 481 . 
brnrmeicepbalus (Laras), 

, 301. 

brunneipectus (Arbori- 
eoia), 124, 128. 
b r un n eopect n s (Arbor i - 
cola), 128. 

brunneopectvis (Arboro- 
pbila), 12H. 

brunnicepbala (Xeina), 
301. 

Bubulcns, 38S. 
bubulctis (Ardea), 389. 
bubulciis (Herodias), 

;189. 

Buwuieies, 483. 
bunnauicus (Molpasies), 
481. 

bur mann icu s (P hasi an u s) , 
480, 

burnesii (Gallinula), 175. 
Buteo, 485. 
butleri (Astur), 480. 
Butorides, 394. 

Bulreron, 13. 

oabanisi (Deiidrocopus), 
478, ^ 

Caccabis, 131. 
cachiimans (Larus), 305. 
(Jalidris, 270. 
calidris (Scolopax), 204. 
calidria (Totanus), 204. 
OalcBnadinse, 24. 

Oaloeiias, 24. 

Caioperdix, 130. 
cjiinbayensis (Colurnba), 
45. 

eambayeneis (Perdicula), 
118. 

cambayensis (Perdix), 
118. 

cambayensis (Tartar), 45. 
campestris (Tetrax), 193. 
Candidas (Hinmutopus), 

247 . 


Candidas (Pbaiiton), 350. 
oanoscens (Totanus), 200. 
canifruns (Spixizus), 481. 
canningi (Oastanolinmas), 
109. 

canningi (Euryzona), 109. 
CHiiningi (Rallina), 109, 
48(). 

cantiaca (Sterna), 312. 
caiitiana (Hiaticula), 

240. 

canlianus (Oharadrius), 
240. 

wint ian us ( -Egialitis), 

240. 

cuntianus (/Egialophilus), 

241. 

cantillans (Spbenocercus), 

10 . 

cantillans (Vinago), 10. 
canutus (Tringa), 277. 
capellei (Ccduinba), 13. 
(^apcllei (Treron), 13. 
capellii (Butreron), 1 3, 
14. 

caponsi.s (l)aption), 3-57. 
ca}>en6iB (Proccllaria), 
357. 

capensis (Rhyncliaa), 
293. 

ca pensis (Rostral ula), 
293. 

cjapcjisis (Scolopax), 293. 
capistrata pallida (Mala- 
eias). 481. 

Ouprimulgi, 485. 
curb'.) ((irarulus), 340. 
carbo (Pelecanus), 340. 
carbo (Phalacrocorux), 
340. 

Carpophaga, 18. 
Carpojdjagiiiifc, 18. 
caryopliyliacea (Anas), 
425. 

caryopliyliacea (Rhodo- 
newsa), 42.5. 

Oasarca, 428. 
casarca. (Antis), 428. 
casarca (Tadorna), 428. 
casiotis (Oolimiba), 34. 
casiotis (Palumbiis), 34. 
caspia (Hydroprogne), 
309. 

caspia (Sterna), 309. 
caspius (Sylocbelidon), 
309. 

oastanea (Pucrasia), 80. 
castaueieeps (Staphidea), 
481. 

OastanolinMias, 169. 
castor (Merganser), 409. 


castor (Mergus), 470. 
Oatreus, 82. 

caudata (Pnoepyga), 480. 
caurina (Galioperdix), 
107. 

Ceriornis, 99. 
ceylonica (Porzana), 67. 
Ciialcophaps, 20. 
cluinibanus (Lopho- 
phorus), 97. 

Obaradriidte, 221. 
Charadriina', 222. 
CbaradriuN, 233. 
cbarltoni (Arboricola), 
124. 

cliarltoni (Tropjeo- 
perdix), 130. 
ChauIelaHrnus, 4-10. 
Cbeitiisia, 231. 
cliinensis (Coturnix), ^ ^ 
cliiucnsis (Kxcalf’uctoria), 
112 . 

cliinensis (Francolinus), 

m. 

ebinquis (Pavo), 73. 
cbinqiiis (Pol) pleclron), 
73. 

ebinquis (Polvplectruin), 
73. 

chirurgus (ITydroplia- 
sianus), 219. 

cbiriirgus (IJydrophasis), 

220 . 

chlorieeps vel virescens 
(Kgrelta). 395. 
ell I ( )r 1 gasi e i*( ( 5'ocop u s) , 0 . 
(^iilorigasier (Treron), 0. 
clilorigaster (Viiutgo), 0. 
cbloroga.ster (Ortjcupus), 
0 . 

Chloropsis, 481. 
cliloroptera (Osmo- 
treron), 10. 

chloroptora (Treron), 10. 
chloropus (Arboricola), 
124, 129. 

chloropus (Arborophila), 
129. 

chloropus (Fulica), 175. 
chloropus (Gallinula), 
175. 

chloropus (Peloperdix), 
129. 

chloropus (Phcenico- 
perdix), 129. 

chloropus (Tropico- 
perdix), 129. 

chlororhyncbus (Puffi- 
nus), 350. 

ebrysorrbeeum (Dicseura), 
484. 
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chuear (Caocabis ), 331. 
chukar (Perdix), 131. 
cbukor (Caccabis), 131. 
Cioonia, 3H8. 
cicouia (Ardea), 369. 
cicoiiia (Oicoiiia), 369, 
Oiconift*., 3(58. 

Ciconiidae, 3(i8. 
cinclorhjncha (Petro- 
phila), 478. 
ciiiclus (Tringa), 279. 
cinerea (Ardea), 3S2. 
cinerea (Chsetusia), 228, 
cinerea (Chettusia), 228. 
cinerea (Fnliea), 1 7(). 
cinerea (Gnllicrex), 17(k 
cinerea (,Grus), 186. 
cinerea (Scolopax), 258. 
cinerea (Terekia), 258. 
cinereicapilla (Frank- 
iiniaj, 478. 

cinereiventris (Micropus), 
482. 

cinereus (Anser), 416. 
cinereuB (Lubivanellus), 
228. 

cinereus (Microsarcops), 

^ 228. 

cinereus (Pluvianu8),228, 
cinereus (Aenus), 258, 
ciunaniomea (Ardea), 
402. 

cinnamoniea (Ardeiralla), 
402. 

einnamomea (Ardetbi), 
402. 

fircia (Anas), 449. 
ci'-cia (Querquedula), 
449. 

Oirrepidesmus, 237. 
Clanguia, 464. 
dark! (Ixulus), 478, 481. 
clypeata (Arms), 452. 
clypeata (Spatula), 452. 
eoelestis (Gallinago), 286. 
coilestis (Scolopax), 286. 
collaris (Antigone), 188. 
collaris (Grusj, 188. 
Columba, 28. 

Columba', 1. 

Oolumbidai, 3. 

Coluin binge, 28. 
comatus (Merganser), 
469. 

communis (Coturnix), 
114. 

communis (Grus), 186. 
communis (Turtur), 42. 
eon color (Demigretta), 
391. 

concolor (Herodias), 391. 


concolor (Hypsipetos), 
478. 

cormita (Anas), 427. 
cornuta (Tadorni), 427. 
cororaanda (Cancroma), 
389. 

coroniandeliana (Anas), 
433. 

coromandelianus (Neita- 
pus). 43.3. 

coromandelianus (Netto- 
pns), 433. 

corotnandelica (Cotur- 
nix), 116, 486. 
coromandelicus (Chara- 
drius), 210. 

coroinandelieus (Cur- 
sorius), 210. 

coromandelicus (Netta- 
pus), 433. 

coromandus (Buplms), 
389. 

coromandus (Bubulcus), 
389. 

coronuta ( Perdi.\), 111. 
coronal us ( Pt erodes), 57. 
Coturnix, 114. 
coturnix (Coturnix), 
115. 

crassirostris (Tringa), 
277. 

Crateropus, 479. 
crawl'll rdi (Euplooamus), 
94. 

crecca (Anas), 443. 
crecca (Nettiori), 443, 
crecca (Neltium), 443. 
crecca (Querquedula), 
443. 

crepidatus (Larus), 329. 
crepidatus (8tercorarius), 
329. 

crepitans (CEdicnemus), 
204. 

Crex, 162. 
crex (Crex), 163. 
crex (Rail us), 163. 
crispus (Pelecanus), 335, 
cristata (Anas), 463. 
cristaOt (Fuligula), 463. 
cristata (Fulix), 4(53. 
cristata (Gallicrex), 177. 
cristata (Gallinula), 176. 
cristata (Sterna), 314. 
cristatus (Colymbus), 

473. 

cristatus (Pavo). 68. 
cristatus (Phaaiauus), 

111 . 

cristatus (Podioeps), 
473. 


cristatus (Kollulus), 111. 
cristatus (Thalasseus), 
314. 

cristatus (Vanellus), 235. 
Crocopus, 4. 
Crossoptilum, 88. 
cruentus (Ithagenes), 103. 
cruentus (Itbaginis), J03. 
cruentus (Phasianus), 
103. 

Crymopliilus, 282. 
cuprea (Carpophaga), 
22 . 

cu})rea (Columba), 22. 
cuprea (Ducuhg, 22. 
curonica (yEgialitis), 
242. 

curonicu.s (Oharadrius), 
241. 

Oursoriintc, 210. 
Cui‘80rius, 210. 
cuvieri (Euplocamus), 

93. 

cuvieri (Gennaeus), 93, 

94. 

cuvieri (Lopbophorus), 
93. 

cyaniventris (Tesia), 478, 
evanops (Dysporus), 347. 
cynnops (Sula), 347. 
cydospiluui (Polyploc- 
tron), 73, 

Cygninae, 413. 
cygnoides (Anser), 417, 
420. 

Cygnus, 413. 
Cymodroma, 354. 

dabryi (.Ethopyga), 
478. 

Dalila, 447. 

damacensis (Lirnonites), 
275. 

damacensis (Totanus), 

274. 

damacensis (Tringa), 

275. 

Paption, 357. 
davisoni (Gennseus), 94. 
davisoni (Geronticus), 
^ 364 . 

davisoni (Graptocepha- 
lus). 364. 

davisoni (Inocotis), 364. 
Demiegretta, 390. 
Bendrocycna, 430. 
Dendrotreron, 32. 
Dissura, 390. 
dorainicus (Oharadrius), 
234. 

duugaili (Sterna), 319, 
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douraca (Turtur), 46. 
Dromadid«), 207. 

Iiroinaa, 208. 
dubia (iEgialitis), 241. 
diibia (Ardea), 373. 
dubins (Charadrius), 
241. 

dubius (Leptoptilus), 
373. 

Ductila, 20. 

Du pet or, 403. 
dussumieri (Hemipo- 
dius), 1.52. 

duaauitiieri (Turnix), 
132, 153. 

duvaueeli (Piicrasia), 84. 
Dysporus, 340. 

edwardii (Eupodotie), 
105. 

edwardsi (Eupodotis), 
105. 

edwardsii (Otis), 1 05. 
egrctta (Ardea), 385. 
egretta (lierodias), 380. 
egret toides (Ardea), 3*^0. 
egrettoides (Herodias), 
387. 

elegaii.‘» (Phaaianus), 81. 
elphiustoiiei (Paluuibus), 
30. 

elphinstouii (Alsocomus), 
30. 

elphinstonii (Columba), 
30. 

elpbinstoiiii (Ptil inopus), 
30. 

elwesi (Porzana), 171. 
emeria (Otocoiup.sa), 481. 
enicospilum (Polyplec- 
tron), 73. 

episcopus (Ardea), 370. 
episcopus (Oiconia), 370. 
episcopus (Dissura), 370. 
episfopus (Melauopelar- 
gua, 370). 

Eriamatura, 405. 

Erythra, 173. 
erythrogaster (Ruticilla), 
483. 

erythropus (Anser), 417, 
418. 

erythrorhyncha (Cotur- 
nix), 121. 

erythrorhyncha (Micro- 
perdix), 121. 

erythrorhyncha (Pertii- 
cula), 121, 122. 
erythrorhynchus (Micro- 
perdix), 121. 

Bsaeus, Wb. 


Eudromias, 240. 
eulophotes (Herodias), 
387, 388, 301. 

Euuetta, 4^. 
Euplocoinus, 89. 
Eupodotis, 194. 
Eurynorhynehus, 271. 
Eurypterus, 23*3. 
Euryzona, 100. 
euryzonoides (Rallina), 
lOS. 

oversmanni (Columba), 
31. 

ever8rnanni(Paliimbcena), 

Excalfactoria, 1 12. 
exsul (Turdirmlus), 480. 
exustus (Pterocles), (>0. 
exustus (Pteroclurus), 00. 

faleata (Anas), 438. 
lalcata (Euuetta), 438. 
faleata (Querquedula), 
438. 

falcinellus (Ibis), 304. 
fahnuelius (Plegaclis), 
304. 

falcinellus (Tantalus), 
304. 

fasciatsi (Porzana), 100. 
fasciala (Rallina), 100. 
fasciata (Tringa), 55. 
fasciatiis (Pterocles), 55. 
fasciatus (Rallus), 100. 
forina (Anas), 458. 
forina (Aytbya), 458. 
ferina (Fuligula), 459. 
ferina (Nyroca), 458. 
ferrago (Columba), 41. 
ferrago (Turtur), 41, 

42. 

ferrea (Ilypotienidia), 

102 . 

feiTuginea (Anas), 460. 
ferrugtnea (JSyroca), 400. 
ferrugineus (Hallus), 75. 
ferus (Anser), 410. 
ferus (Cygnus), 414. 
fiber (8uhi), 340. 
fiaiumiceps (Zapornia), 
170. 

flaveolus (Oriniger), 481. 
flavescens (Xauthixus), 
481. 

flavieollis (Ardea), 403. 
flttvioolUs (Ardeiralia), 
401. 

flavieollis (Dupetor), 403, 
404. 

flavipes (Chettusia), 233. 
flavipes (Vaneilus), 233. 


flavirostris (Pliaethon), 
350. 

flaviventris (Otocompsa), 
481. 

flavogularis (Osrnotre- 
ron), 9. 

flavogularis (Treron), 0. 
fluriatilis (iEgialitis), 
242. 

fluviatilis (Charadrius), 
241. 

fluriatilis (Podioeps). 
47.5. 

fluviatilis (Sterna), 318. 
fluviatilis (Taohybaptes), 
475. 

formosa (Anas), 442. 
formosa (Querquedula), 
442. 

forinosum (Nettion). 442. 
formosum (Nettiiiin),412. 
Erancolinus, 134. 
f rancol i n U8( F ranooli n us) , 
135. 

fraterculu8(Pericroootus), 

483. 

Fregata, 337. 

Fregatidte, 337. 
frontalis (Dendroeitta), 
478. 

fuciphaga (Collocalia), 
485. 

Fulica, 180. 
fnlicaria (Tringa), 282. 
Fulicarluj, 157. 
fulicarius (Cryinophilus), 
282. 

fulicarius (Phalaropus). 
281,282. 

fuligino8a(Onychoprioii), 

324. 

fuliginosa (Sterna), 321. 
fuligula (Anas), 403. 
fuligula (Fuligula), 403. 
fulva (Anas), 432. 
fulva (Dendrooycna),432. 
fulvicollia (Columba), 10. 
fulvioollis (Osmotreron), 
10 . 

fulvus (Charadrius), 234. 
fusca (Ardea), 383, 384. 
fusca (Porzana), 170. 
fusea (Rallina), 171. 
tusca (Soolopax), 265. 
fuscescens (Larus), 304. 
fuscioollie (Graculus), 
:54l. 

fuscicollis (Phalacro- 
corax), 341. 

fuseus (Amaurornis), 
170. 
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fuecus (Larua), 304. 
fu scuts (Lim nobain us), 

171. 

t’uNCus (Rallus), 170. 
I'lLscus (Totanus), 265. 
l\Uihii (Bambusicolti), 

^ no. 

(Jalaotoolirysea, 216. 
(iallifrex, J7(>. 
gallii-us (Olmradrius), 
211 . 

^alliens (Cursorius), 211. 
Oallinae, 04. 

Uallinago, 285. 
gallinago (Galllnago), 
287. 

gallinago (Scolopax), 285, 
286. 

gallinaria (Gallinago), 
287. 

G fill inula, 175. 
gfiilinula (Gallinago), 
292. 

gallinula (Lininocrvptes), 
292. 

gallinula (Scolopax), 292. 
Galloperdix, KK). 

Gallus, 74. 
galluH (Gallus), 75. 
gallus (Phasiarius), 75. 
Garrulus, 478. 
garzeita (Anlea), 387, 
gfirzetta (Gnrzctta), 387. 
garzeita (Herodias), 387. 
Gavia?, 296. 
gelastes (Larus), 303, 
gelasti.s (Coluiuba), 40, 

( lelochelidon, 311. 
Gennfnus, 88, 
geoffroyi (yEgialitip\ 237. 
geolTroyi (Charadrius), 

237. 

geofl’royi (Ciri*epide8- 
inusj, 237. 

geolfrovi (Hiaticula), 
237. 

geoffroyi (Ochthodro- 
mus), 237. 

Geopelia, 52. 

Geopeliinae, 51. 

Gerontii us, 362. 
gibberilron8(Mareea),444. 
gibberifrons (Querque- 
dula), 444. 

gigantea (Ardea), 373. 
giganteua (Argus), 71. 
gigauteus (Argusianud), 
71. 

giganteua (Leptoptilus), 
373. 


girra (Anas), 433. 
Olareola, 214. 
glareola (Actitis), 261. 
glareola (Rhyacophilus), 
261. 

glareola (Totanus), 261. 
glareola (Tringa), 261. 
Glareulidfc, 21)9. 
Glareolinse, 214. 
glaiieiou (Anas). 464. 
glatjcion (Olangula), 4()4. 
glocitans (Q.uerquedula), 
442. 

glottis (Totanus), 266. 
goensis (Lobi \ aneilus), 

224. 

goeii.si8 (Parra), 224. 
goliath (Ardea), 384. 
Gorsaebius, 398. 
gouldi (Sterna), 321. 
gouldi (Stermila), 321. 
gracilis (Sterna), 319. 
Gralltti, 1.56. 
grandis (Alcedol, 484. 
Graptocephalus, 364, 
grayi (Ardeola), 393. 
grayii (Ardea), .393. 
gregaria (Chtetnsia), 232. 
greguria (Oliettusia), 231. 
gregarius (Cbaradrius), 

231. 

gregarius (Vanellus), 

232. 

greyi (Demiegretta), 391. 
grisea (Ardea), 397. 
grisea (Carvaiiaca ), 206. 
griseicapilla (Carpo> 
phaga), 22. 

griseicapilla (Dueiila), 

22 . 

griseus (Eurynorbyu- 
chus), 271. 

griseus (Nycticorax), 307. 
Grues, 184. 

Gruidtti, 185. 

Grus, 185. 
gnis (Ardea), 186. 
grus (Grus), 186. 
gu laris (Ardea), 390. 
gularis (Demiegretta), 
390. 

gularis (Francolinus), 
141. 

gularis (Ortygornis), 
141. 

gularis (Perdix), 141. 
guttaticollis (Paradoxor- 
nis), 478. 

guttaticollis (Turdi- 
nulus), 480. 

guttatus (Pierocles), 62. 


giittifer (Pseudoglottis), 
“ 267. 

guttit’er (Totanus), 267. 

Ilinmatopodinai, 245. 
Hiniuatopus, 245. 
liaplouotu (Elachura), 
482. 

luirdwickii (Chloropsis), 
481. 

hardwickii (Colurnlw), 5. 
haugljtoni (Fseudo- 
t(‘tanu8), 2ii7. 
haugldoni (Totanus), 

267. 

heltii SB (Polyplectron), 
73. 

Holiopais, 182. 
Helioniitliidai, 181. 
Helodrouias, 262. 
helvetica (8quatarolfi), 
236. 

lu'lvetica (Tringa), 236. 
Hemipodii, 149. 

Hein i pus, 482. 
heinpricbi (Adelarus), 
302. 

beuiprichi (Larus), 302. 
Iiepburiiii (Perdix), 137. 
Herodias, 385. 
Herodioiies, 3.59. 
Heteropygia, 276. 
hiaticola (^Egialitis), 

243. 

Hiaticuln, 237. 
hifilicula (TEgialitis), 243, 

244. 

biaticula (Cbaradrius), 
243. 

hiinalayensis (Telrao- 
gallun), 143. 
Hiinanlopus, 246. 
biiiiaritopus (Obara- 
drius), 247. 

biruantopus (Himanto- 

piis), 247. 

hii'undo (8terna), 3J8. 
hodgsoni (Batrachosto- 
nius), 485. 

hodgsoni (Dendrotreron), 
33. 

hodgsoniffi (Perdix), 142. 
horgsonite (8acfa), 142. 
bodgsonii (Alsocomus), 
33. 

hodgsonii (Columbft), 33. 
hopkiusoni (Bainbusi- 
cola), 110. 
Hoplopterus, 229. 
borsffeldi (Eupiocomus), 
92. 
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horsfielcli (Gallopliasis), 

1 ) 2 . 

horsfieldi (Geiinflpus), 92. 
liorsfieUli (Sculopax), 
289. 

horsfieklii (Gallinago), 
289. 

IToubara, 19G. 
Houbnropsis, 200, 
lumiiai (CallophnsiH), 80. 
hurniic (Phuaianua), 80, 
48(1. 

lunnilior (TuHur), 47. 
kuniilia (Colmuba), 47. 
hutnilis (Ixulus), 481. 
liuTTiilia (Tiirtur), 47. 

1 1 V br i cbi ( 11 Y (1 r 0(3 j »til i d on ) , 

■ ;io7. 

Iivbi-ida (Sloriia). .‘107. 
Jlydroclu'lidoii, .*107. 
Ifydrojibasianiis, 219. 
Hydropba.ai3, 220 . 
Hydrojjrogno, .‘109. 
liyeiiialis (Suolopax), 291. 
bvp(3rborea (Tringa), 
“'281. 

livperboreu.s (Lobi peg), 
^281. 

bv})orbore(is (PJialuru- 

' ])U3), 281. 

hyper\ t hruH (11) 
cuh). 478. 

bypoleucos (IViiiga), 200. 
bypoleucus (AcUtia), 200. 
liypoloueu.s (Totaiius), 
200 . 

bypoleucus (Tringoides), 

‘ 200 . 

Ilypotaonidia, 100, 

Ibididjr, 301. 
Ibidorhyncbus, 249. 

Ibia, 301. 

icbthytetus (Kfoiko- 
cephalua), 299. 
icbtliyaetua (Larus), 299. 
igneus (Falcinellus), 304. 
igneiis (Nurnenins), 304. 
ignitus (Jiuplocarnua), 
87, 

iiuberbis (Poinatorbinua), 
478, 479. 

immaculata (Elacbura), 
482. 

immaculata (Herodias), 
387. 

impcjanuB (Phasianus), 

97. 

irapejTsinue (Lopho- 
phorufl), 90, 97. 
itidioa (Ardea), 372. 


indioa (Bernicla), 419. 
iiidica (Obalcophapg), 20. 
indica (Ooluniba), 20. 
indica (E(dabeia), 419. 
indica (Hydrochelidon), 
307. 

indica (lantliia), 478. 
indica (Mycteria), .‘172. 
indica (Otis), 198. 
indica (Parra), 218, 
indica (Tnnga), 224. 
indica (Viralva), ,‘107. 
indicus (Anflcr), 419. 
indicns (Lobivanellus), 
224. 

indicus (Metopidius), 
218. 

indicus ((Edicnemus), 
204. 

indicus (Phae(bon). 349. 
indicus (llallns), ir>8. 
indicus (Sarcogramnius), 
224. 225. 

innoniinatus (Larus), 
29!). 

innotata (Sterna), 307. 
Ttiocotis, 302. 
inornata (CbettuMu), 
228 . 

inornatus (Lobivanellus), 
228. 

insignis (Ardea), ‘183. 
ineignis (Oarpopliaga), 
21 , 22 . 

insignis (Ducula), 21. 
insularis (Aniaurornis), 
173. 

insularis (Oarpopliaga), 

20 . 

intermedia (Arboricoia), 
124, 127. 

intermedia (Arborophi la), 

127. 

intermedia (Ardea), 380. 
int(3rmedia (Coluinba), 

29. 

irilermedia (Herodias), 
380. 

intermedia (Mesoplioy.v), 
387. 

intemiediufi (BVanco- 
lina.s), 138. 

intermedins (Himanto- 
pus), 247. 

interprea (Arenaria), 
223. 

inierpres (Cinclus), 223. 
inter pres (Strepsilas), 
223. 

interpi*es (Tringa), 223. 
isabellinus (Lanins), 478. 


Ithagenes, 103. 

jamesoni (Oursorius), 

211 . 

j iponica (Coturnis:), 110. 
javanica (Anas), 430. 
javanica (Ardea). 395. 
javanica (llutorides), 
395. 

javanica (Ciconia), 374. 
j avJinica ( Den d roeyeim ) , 
430. 

jfivanica (Pelodes), 310. 
javanica (8lorna). 310. 
javani(!us (Cat-bo), 342. 
juvanicus (Graculus), 
342. 

javanicus (Loptoptilus), 
374. 

javanicus (Pavo). 70. 
javniiicuB (Pelecanus), 
333. 

javanicus (Plialacro- 
corax)^ 342. 

ji'rdoni (yEgialitis), 242, 
jerdtjui (Si.ernula), 310. 
jerdoni (Treron), 0. 
joLidera (liemipodius), 
153. 

jondera (Turnix), 1.53. 
jugularis (Ardea), 391. 
jugubiris (Herodias), 
391, 

korustes (Sterna), 31!). 
Kroikocophalus, 299. 

lactea (Galachryeea), 21 0. 
laotea (Galacjtochrysea^ 
210. 

lactea (Glareola). 210. 
lat'ayettii (Gall us), 77. 
lambruBcbini (Larus), 
,303. 

lambruscliiui (Xema), 

>m. 

lapponica (Limosa). 250. 
lapponica (Soolopax), 
2,50. 

Laridse, 297. 

Larinse, 298. 

Larus, 298. 

larvatus (C rater opu.s), 
479. 

Lepterodiua, 390. 
leptogranimica (Macro- 
py^ia), 49. 

Leptoptilua, 373. 

Lerwa, 145. 
lerwa (Lerwa), 145. 
lerwa (Perdix), 145. 
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leschenaulti (.ITgialitis), 

237 . 

lesclienaiilti (Cha ra- 

ti riue), 237. 

leschermultii (Uiaticula), 

238. 

lescbenaultii (Taccocua), 
478. 

Lestris, 330. 
leucerodia (Platalea), 
3(j0. 

leiicocapillus (Anous), 
32(b 

leiicocapillus (Micran- 
ous), 32(3. 

leucocephala (Ardea), 
370. 

leucocephala (Cieonia), 
370. 

leucocephala (Erisma- 
tuva), 4(it). 

leiK ocephalus (Anas), 
406, 

ieucooephalus (Pseudo- 
tantalus), 376. 
Icucoeephalus (Tantalus), 
376. 

leucogaster (Pelecanus), 
346. 

leucogaster (Sula), 346, 
leuoogastra (Sula), 346. 
leucogeranus ((jlrus), 

187. 

leucogeranus (Sarcogera- 
nus), 187. 

leucomelauos (Phasia- 
nus), 90. 

leucomelanus (Euploca- 
raus), 90. 

leucomelanus (Gallopha- 
sis), 90. 

leucomelanus (Gennaeus), 
90. 

leucoDOta (Coluniba), 
32. 

leucopareia (Sterna), 307, 
308. 

kucopbthalmus (Anas), 
46U. 

leucoptem (Anas), 424. 
leucoptera ( Ardeola), 393, 
394. 

leucoptera (Casarca), 

424. 

leucoptera (Hydrocbeli- 
don), 308. 

leucoptera (Sterna), 3( 8. 
leuco})teruR (Sarcidior- 
nis ?), 424. 

leucorodia (Platalca), 

366. 


leucura (Obettiisia), 233. 
leuciirus (Cbaradrius), 
233. 

leucurus (Eurypterus), 
233. 

leucurus (Lobivanellus), 
233. 

leucurus (Vanellus), 233. 
Iit4iten8lejni (Pterocles), 
57. 

lilfordi (Grus), 186, 
Limicolffi!, 202. 
Limnobamiis, 171. 
Limnocryptos, 292. 
Liiiionites. 273. 

LinioBii, 254. 
limosa (Liniosa), 254. 
lirnosa (Scolopax), 2.54. 
lineatus (Euplocamue), 

lineal us (Genninis), 92. 
lineatus (Nuruenius), 
252. 

lineatus (Nyctheinerus), 
93. 

lineatus (Pbnsianus), 92. 
livia (Coluinba), 29, 30. 
lobata (Tringa), 281. 
lubatus (Phalaropus), 
282. 

Lobipes, 281. 

Lobipluvia, 226, 
Lobivanellus, 224. 
longipennis (Sterna), 31 9. 
longipes (Cbaradrius), 
234. 

Lopliophorus, 95. 
Lophura, 87. 
longirostris (Pelecanus), 

m. 

lunulata (Qalloperdix), 
108, 

lunulata (Perdix), 108. 
lunulatus (Gajloperdix), 
108. 

lunulosa (Galloperdix), 
108. 

luzoniensis (Parra), 219. 

Machetes, 268, 
macqueeni (Iloubara), 
196, 

macqueeni (Otis), 196. 
mmjolopha (Phasiamis), 

m^rolopba (Pucrasia), 

macrolopha (Satyra), 84. 
Macropygia, 48. 
Macrorhaniphus, 257. 
Macrotarsius, 212, 


inac^urus (Oaprimulgus), 

maculosa (Turnix), 155. 
magnirostris (PJsacus), 
207. 

magnirostris ((E^dicne- 

mus), 207. 

magnirostris (Ortho- 
rbampbus), 207. 
major (Dendroeygna), 
430. 

major (Ilorornis), 478. 
major (Tribura), 482. 
mala barica (Lobi plu v ia ), 
227, 

malabariea (Osmotreron), 

8 , 

malabariea (Treron), 8. 
malabariea (V^inago). 8. 
Mia la bancus (Cliaradrius), 
226. 

malabariciis (Hoplopte- 
rus), 229. 

malabariciis (Sarciopho- 
rus), 226. 

malavensis (Ictinaetus), 
485. 

mandellii (Arborieola), 

128. 

mandellii (Arborophila), 
128. 

manillensis (Ardea), 381. 
manillensis (Pelecanus), 
336. 

manillensis (Pboyx), 381, 
manipurensis (Microper- 
dix), 122. 

manipurensis (Perdicula), 

122 . 

Mareca, 445. 
marginata (Hydrocheli- 
don), 322. 
marila (Anas), 462. 
marila (E’uligula), 462. 
marila (Nyroca), 462. 
Marmaronetta, 464. 
marniorata (Anas), 454. 
maruetta (Ortygometra), 
166. 

maruetta (Porzana), 166. 
media (Gallinago), 2^. 
media (Sterna), 313, 
ijieena (Oolumba), 40. 
meena (Turtiir), 40. 
rnegapodia (Perdix), 125. 
Megapodiida, 147, 
Megapodius, 147. 
melanauchen (Onyebo- 
pnon), 322. 

melanauchen (Sterna), 

322. 
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nielanauchea (Steniiila), 

iiielanocephala (Oerior- 
nis), 100. 

melanocephala (Ibis), 
301. 

inelanooepbalus (Ibid), 
361. 

iDeianocephalus (Micro- 
pus), 482. 

luelanocephalufl (Pbasia- 

TJUS), 100. 

melanocephalus (TantA- 
1.18), 361. 

iiielanocephalus (Thresci- 
ornis), 361. 

j«elano<*«pha1us (Threeki- 
ornis), 361. 

uielanorephal us (Trago- 
pan), 1(X), 101. 

melanogaster (Anhioga), 
344. 

melanogaster (Cymodro- 
nia). 355. 

melanogaster (Plotus), 
344. 

pielanogaster (Sterna), 
316. 

inelanogJister (Thalassi- 
drorna), 355. 

inelanogenys (Anous), 
326. 

inelanognathus (Carbo), 
342. 

inelanognathus (Gracu- 
lus), 342. 

inelanolopha (Ardea), 
398. 

1 1 ) elanolopha ( Tigrisom a), 
398, 

luelaaolophus (Gorsa- 
chius), 398. 

inelanolophus (Gorsa- 
kius), 398. 

rnelanonota (Sarcidior- 
nia), 423. 

ruelanonotus (Euploca- 
inus), 91. 

melanonotus (Francoli- 
nus), 135. 

melanonotus (Gennseus), 
91. 

melanonotus (Sarcidior- 
nis), 423. 

melanonotuB (Sarkidior- 
nis), 423. 

melanops (Sula). 347. 

inelanopterus (Hiruanto- 
pue), 247. 

melanopus (Heredias), 
389. 


raelanorus (Anser), 423. 
melanotus (Euplooamus), 
91. 

rnelanotus (Gallophasis), 
91. 

rnolauiira fLirnosui), 254. 
iiielanuroides (Liniosa), 
251. 

Merganser, 468. 
merganser (Mergiis), 469. 
M erg in*, 467. 

M-^rgus, 467. 

MeropidaJ, 484. 
Mesophoyx, 387. 
Metopidius, 218. 
Micraiious, 326. 

M i cKfpal atna, 2.57 . 
Microperdix, 120. 
Microsarcops, 228. 
inilitaris (Oolurnba), 5. 
minor (Attagen), 338. 
minor (Oharadrius), 241. 
minor (Fregata), 3'10. 
minor (Pelecanus), 333. 
minor (Phoeniconaias), 

4 10 . 

minor (PhoDnicoptoru.s), 
410. 

minor (Podiceps), 475. 
minor (Sphenocercus), 
17. 

miriuta (Ardea). 400. 
minuta (Ardetta), 400. 
minuta (Qallinula), 164. 
minuta (Limonites), 273. 
minuta (Porzana), 164. 
minuta (Sterna), 321. 
minuta (Stemula), 316, 
320,321. 

minuta (Tringa), 273, 
274. 

minutus (Jigialitia), 
242. 

minutus (Anser), 418. 
minutus (Oharadrius), 
241. 

mitratus (Pelecanus), 333, 
334. 

modestum (Piprosoma), 
478. 

monacbiis (Grus), 189. 
raongolica (^gialitis), 
2il8. 

mongolicus (iEgialites), 
238. 

mongolicus (Oharadrius), 
238. 

mongolicus (Cirrepides- 

mus), 238. 

mongolus (Oharadrius), 
238. 


mongolus (Ochthodro- 
mus), 239. 

moniliger (Batrachosto- 
mus), 485. 

monticola (Zootbera), 
478. 

miirinus (Tiirdinulus), 
480. 

musicus (Cygnus), 414. 
muthura (Genniens), 91. 
inuticus (Pavo), 70. 
Myristioivora, 23. 

nagaensis (Sitta), 478. 
nebula rius (Glottis), 266, 
neglecta (Oolurnba), .30. 
neglectuB (Porpbyrio), 
179. 

nemoricola (Gallinago), 
285. 

nemoricola (Scolopax), 
285. 

nepdeiisis ( Acantboptila), 
478. 

nepalensis (Treron), 14. 
Notta. 455. 

Nettium, 441. 

Nottopus, 433. 
nicobarica (Oalcenas), 

24. 

nicobarica (Oolurnba), 
24. 

nicobarica (lantluenas), 
39. 

nicobariensis (Megapo- 
dius). 147. 

niger (Hydrocorax), 342. 
nigra (Ardea), 369. 
nigra (Oiconia), 369. 
nigra (Hydrocbelidon), 
308. 

nigra (Melauopelargus), 

370. 

nigra (Sterna), 308. 
nigrioepa (Otis), 19.5. 
nigricollis (Podiceps), 
474. 

nigripes (Herodias), 388. 
nigrolineatus (Kallus), 

167. 

nilotica (Gelicbelidon), 
811. 

nilotica (Sterna), 312. 
nipalensis (Oaprimulgus 
macrurus), 485. 
nipalensis (Oolurnba), 33. 
nigilensis (Pucrasia), 84, 

nipalensis (Toria), 14. 
nivicoU (Lerwa). 145. 
uobilis (Ardea), 381. 
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Niimeniiis, 251. 
Kyctiardpsa, 397. 
Nycticorax, 39<>. 
nyctieorax (Ardea), 307. 
nycticorax (Nyctiardea), 
397. 

nyctieorax (Nycticorax), 
397. 

Nyroca, 458. 
nyroca (Anas), 4G0. 
Tiyroca (Aythya), 460. 
nvroca (l^^uligula), 460, 
‘ 4(53. 


o'ltosi (GarrulusV 478. 
oatesi (Gcnnjciis), 9.3, 94. 
ohscwra ( Muscicapa), 482. 
obscura (Ninox), 485. 
obseurior (H ypotfeiiidia), 
162. 

obsciirus (Ileinipua), 478, 
482. 

orcidentalls (Larus), .304. 
ocean ica (IVocellaria). 
.354. 

oceaniciis(Oceanitcs),3o4, 
Ocean itcs, 353. 
Occanoclrmna, 3,58. 
oeel] at a ( (. al < ipe rd i X ) , 1 3 1 . 
occl l^a t us ( C ry pto ii y x ) , 

ocellatus(Rhcir.hardtias), 

71. 

ocellatus (Rollulus), 1.31, 
ocellatus (Tnrnix), 151 . 
ocliroplnis (3'otann«),262. 
ochropiis (Actitis), 2^'2. 
ochropus (Uelodrouias-), 
262. 

ochropus (T()tanns), 262. 
Ocbthodrornus, 237. 
ocniea (Caloperdix), 1,31. 
ociilea (Perclix), 131. 
(Edicnenudic, 203. 
Q^dictiernus, 203. 
opdi enemas (Charadrius), 
204. 

oedicnemus (CEdicneinus), 

2(H. 

opnas (Colurnba), 30. 
(CTiicapilla (Palumboena), 
.31. 

CEnopopelia, 47. 
olivacea (Perdix), 125. 
olivaceus (Pouiatorhi- 
nus). 478. 
olor (Oygnus), 413. 
onocrotalue (Pelecanns), 

333,3:14. 

Onyohoprion, 322. 


Ophrysia, 104. 
opientalis (Ooliimba), 40. 
oriental is (Glareola), 214. 
orientalis (Perdix), 139. 
orientalis (Tartar), 40, 
41. 

Ortborbampb\i8, 207. 
Ortygoinetra, 165. 
oscitans (Ana.stoniu8), 

377. 

oscitiins (Ardea), 377. 
osciilan.s (Hjcraatopus), 
245. 

Osrnotreron. 7. 
ostralcguH (Hamatopus), 
245. 

Otides, 191. 

Otididffi. 192. 

Oiis, 192. 
otus (Asio), 485. 


pagodannn (Temenu- 
cliiisj, 478. 

pallescens (Caccabis), 
132. 

pallidas ('Caccabis), 132. 
pallidas (Hororni.M), 482. 
palumboides(Alsoooniusj, 
,39. 

paliimboides (Cappo- 
phaga). 39. 

palimiboides (Colunibi), 
,39. 

pnUiniboides(Tanthoena8), 

.39. 

Pal urn bus, 34. 
panayensis (St^orna), 323. 
papillosa (This), 362. 
papillosus (Geronticijs), 
362, 364. 

papillosus (Inocotis), 362, 
364. 

paradisea (Sterna). 319. 
parasiticus (Stercorarius), 
329. 

Parrida3, 217. 
parra (Porzana), 164. 
parva (Sipliia), 483. 
parva (Zapornia), 164. 
parvifrons (GallinuU), 
175. 

parvus (Rallus), 164. 
Pavo, 68. 

Pavoncella. 268. 
pavoninus (Argus), 71. 
Pelecanidai, 332. 
Pelecanoides, 358. 
Pelecanus, 332. 

Pelidna. 278. 

Pcloperdix, 129. 


ponelope (Anas), 445. 
penelopo (Mareca), 445. 
penelops (Anas), 445. 
pennatijs (Hieraotus), 
485. 

pentah (Cotuniix), 118. 
Perdicula, 117. 

Perdix, 142. 
Peristeroj)ode8, 147. 
perlatus (FrancoUnus), 
138. 

pcrsieiH (PufTinns), 356. 
personala (Holiopais), 
182. 

personata (Pod ica), 182. 
Phabinjc. 26. 
pha'opu8(Nmnenius).25.3. 
)!iiBopus (Seolopax), 253. 
Oiabtbon, 348. 
Phriethonticlai. ,348. 

1 a la( ! poco ra ci d a* , 339. 
PlialacrocoracinaK. 340. 
I’halacrocorax. ,340. 
Pbalaropus, 280. 
Pbaaianida;, (K). 
Phasianus, 80. 
phavrei (Francolinns), 
138. 

phavrei (O^inotreron), 8. 
jdiayrei (Perdix). 1,38. 
pbilipperisis (Aigialitis), 
242. 

pbilippensis (Pelecamis), 
,335. 

pb i 1 i ppensis (Podiceps), 

475. 

philippina (Hiaticula). 

241. 

philippinensis (Peleca- 
niis), 336. 

pliilippinus (..Egialitis), 

242. 

philippinus (Charadriu.s), 
241. 

Phoenicouaias, 410. 

PI icenico perdix, 129. 
pluenicoptera (Treron), 
,5. 

PiKcnicopteri, 407. 
Pluenicopteridie, 408. 
Plicenicopterus, 408. 
pljoenicopterus (Croco- 
pus), o. 

pbamicu ra (Erythra), 1 73. 
pbcpnicura (Erytbrura), 

1 73. 

phoenicura (Gallinula),, 
173. 

pboenicura (Porzana), 1 7 3. 
pboanicuroides (Hodg- 
son ius), 481. 



phoenicurus (Amauror- 
nis), 173. 

phoenicurus (Gallinula), 
173. 

Phoyx, 381. 

Phylloscopus, 482. 
piota (Perdix), 137. 
pictus(Francolinu8), 137. 
pileata (Halcyon), 484. 
pisoator (Dysporiis), 347. 
piscator (Peleoanus), 347. 
piscator (Sula), 347. 
piscatrix (Sula), 347. 
placida (.^]gialitis), 244. 
placiduB (Oharadrius), 
244. 

Plat alea, 330. 

Plataleic, 300. 

Plataleid^c, 3()6. 
platyrhyncha (Limicola), 
280. 

platyrhyncha (Tringa), 
279. 

Plegadis, 304. 

Plotinie. 343. 

Plotus, 343. 

plumbipee (HemipodiuB), 
151. 

plmnbipes (Turnix), 151. 
pluvialis (OliaradriuB), 
235. 

Podioeps, 473. 
Podicipcdidic, 472. 
pu'cilorhyncha (Anas), 
430. 

pookilorhyncha (Anas), 
437. 

poliocephala (Oallinula), 
178. 

poUocephaluB (Porphy- 
rin), 178. 

Poly plectrum, 72. 
pornarhinus (Leetris), 
330. 

pomarina (Oatarraota), 
330. 

Pomntorhinus, 479. 
pornatorhmus (Lestris), 
330. 

pomatorhinus (Slerco- 
rarius), 330. 
potnpadora (Ooluinba), 
9. 

pompadora(08niotreron), 

pondioerianus (Franoo- 
Unus), 139. 

poodiceyianus (Orty- 
gornis), 139. 

. poiitioemna(Ortygorais), 

139. 

YOIi, IV. 
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ponticeriana (Perdix), 

139. 

Porphyrio, 178. 

Porzana, 163. 
porzana (Porzana), 160, 
porzana (Rallus), 160. 
pra s i n osceles ( Ardeola) , 
394. 

pratonsis (Alauda), 484. 
pratoisis (Authua), 484. 
pratensis (Crox), 103. 
})ratiiioola (Glareola),2 16. 
pratincola (Hirundo), 
210 . 

Prion, 358. 

ProcellariidtE, 3f>3. 
T^aoudoglottia, 267. 
i^seudorninla, 479. 
Pseudoscolonax, 257. 
Pseudotarilalus, 375. 
Pseudofotanus, 267. 
Pfceroolos, 54. 

Ptorocletes, .53. 

Pteroolida^, 53. 

Pteroclurus, 58. 

Piicrasia, 84. 
pncraaia (Pbasiaims), 84. 
pucrasia (4.Vagopan ), 84. 
Puirmus, 3.55. 
pugnax (CliacLira), 131. 
p ugnax (Hem i podi u s) , 

151. 

pugnax (Macliete.s), 268. 
pugnax (Pavoncella), 268. 
pugnax (Philomaohus), 
208. 

pugnax (Tringa), 208. 
pugnax (Turnix), 151. 
])ulclira (Ardetta), 401. 
pulchrala (Turtur), 42. 
pulchrata (Oolumba), 41. 
pulchrata (Turtur), 42. 
pulchricolliB(Alsocomu8), 

37. 

pulchricollis (Columba), 

37. 

pulchricollis (Palumbus), 
37. 

punctata (Elachura), 482. 
punctata (Mareca), 444. 
punicea (Columba), 38. 
puniceus ( Alsocomua), 38. 
purpurea (Ardea), 381. 
pusiLla (Caqjophaga), 19. 
pusilla (Porzana), 165. 
pusillus (Oharadrius), 
241. 

pusillus (Rallus), 165. 
pygraiea (Limicola), 279. 
py^masa (Ortygometra), 


m 

pygraaea (Platalea), 271. 
pygiusea (Porzana), 105. 
pygmica (Tringa), 271, 
280. 

pyginiea (Zapornia), 105. 
pygmjcus (Eurynorhyn- 
chu.s), 271. 

pyginaeiis (Graculu8),342. 
pygrriffius (Phalacroco- 
rax), 342. 

Pygopodes, 472. 
py rrhothorax (.Egiali tia), 

238. 

pyrrhothorax (Ohara- 
drius), 238. 

pyrrhothorax (Ochtho- 
dromus), 239. 

quadricinctus (Pterocles), 
55. 

Querquedula, 449. 
(luerquodula (Anas), 449. 

Rallidie, 157. 

Ballina, 167. 

Rallus, 158. 

Reenrvi rostra, 248. 
recurvirostris (Esacus), 
205. 

recurvirostris (CEclicne- 
miis), 205. 

re hil gens (Lophophor us), 
90. 

Rhinoptilus, 212. 
Rhodonessa, 425. 
Rhyacophilus, 201. 
RhynchoBii, 293. 
Rhynchopiuii!, 327. 

Rhyne) jop.s, 327. 
ridibunda (Xema), 300. 
ridibimdus (Ijarua), 300. 
riaoria (Columba), 46. 
riaorius (Turtur), 46. 
roberti (Pnoepyga), 480. 
roberti (Turdiuulus), 480. 
robustiroatris (Oyanops), 
484. 

Rollulus, 111. 
roseus (Pelecanus), .333. 
roseus (Phoenioopterus), 
408. 

Rostratula, 293. 
roulroul (Phasianus), 111. 
roulroul (Rollulua), 111. 
rubescens (Oyanops), 484. 
rubidus (Phtenicopterus), 
410. 

rubricaiida (Phaeton), 
349, 350. 

rubrirostris (Anser), 416. 
rufa (Limosa), 256. 

2k 
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rufa (Lophura), 87. 
rufescens (Ballus), 176. 
ruficeps (Columba), 51. 
ruficeps (Macropygia), 
51. 

ruficeps (Pellorneum), 
478, 

ruficollis (Beruicla),420. 
ruficollis (Limoiiites), 

274. 

ruficollis (Triiiga), 274, 

275. 

rufigularis (Arboricola), 
124, 126. 

rufilata (lanthia), 478. 
rufina (Anas), 456. 
rufina (Branta\ 456. 
rufina (Fuligula), 456. 
rufina (Netta), 456. 
rufipennis (Macropygia), 
50. 

rufiventris (Brachy}>te- 
ryx), 481. 

rufogularis (Arboricola), 
126. 

rufogularis (Arboriphila), 
126. 

rufus (Euplocamiis), 87. 
rufu.s (Phasianus), 87. 
rupestris (Coluiuba), 80. 
rupieola (Culuraba), 30, 
40. 

rupicolus (Turtur), 41. 
rusticola (Scolo].iax), 

283. 

rusticula (Scolopax). 
283 

rutila (Anas), 428. 
rutila (Casarca), 428. 


sacer (Lepteroclius), 301. 
sacra (Ardea), 391. 
sacra (Derniegretta), 391. 
sacra (Demigretta), 390. 
salina (Tringa), 275. 
salina (Trynga), 274. 
Sarcidiomis, 422. 
Sarciophorus, 226. 
Sarcogeranus, 187. 
Sarcogramnius, 224. 
eatyra (Ceriornis), 09. 
satyra (Tragopan), 99. 
satyrus (Tragopan), 99. 
saundersi (Sterna), 321. 
sclateri (Lophophorus), 
98. 

Scolopacinse, 283. 
scol^acinuB (Gallinago), 

iSculopax, 283, 


scolopax (Oharadrius), 
204. 

scolopax (CEdicnemusl, 
204. 

scutulata (Anas), 424. 
scutulata (Asarcornis), 
424. 

scutulata (Casarca), 424. 
scutulata (Ninox). 485. 
scutulatus (Asarcornis), 
424. 

seena (Sterna), 315. 
segetuni (Anser), 420. 
seinipalmatus (Macro- 
rhamphus), 257. 
semipalmatus (Pscudo- 
scolopax), 257. 
seuegnlensis (Turtur), 45. 
seiicgallus (Ptorocles), 61. 
senegHllus (Pteroclurus), 
61,62. 

senex (A nous), 326. 
serral or (Merganser), 470. 
serrator (Mergus), 470. 
sharpii (Grus), 189,486. 
shorei (Tiga), 478. 
sibirica (Liiuicola), 280. 
sinensis (Ardea), 401. 
sinensis (Ardetta), 401. 
sin en si .s ( Kxcalf actoria), 
112 . 

sinensis (Francolinus), 
J38. 

sinensis (Graculus), 341. 
sinensis (Hydropliasia 
tiub), 220. 

sinensis (Parra), 219. 
sinensis (Sterna), 320. 
sinensis (Slcruula), 320. 
Sitti])aru8, 479. 
slacleni (Phasianus), 81 . 
sinitbi (llirundo), 478. 
Bocialis (Prinia), 482. 
solitaria (Gallinago), 290. 
Bolitaria (Scolopax), 291. 
soimcrati (Gal I us), 78. 
spadicea (Galloperdix), 
106. 

Bpadiceus (Galloperdix), 
106, 

Spatula, 451, 
speciosus (Pericrocotus), 
483. 

Spbenocercus, 15. 
sphenura (Vinago), 16. 
sphemiruB (Puffinus), 
356. 

sphenurua (Sphenocer- 
cus), 16. 

spicifer (Pavo), 70. 
spilonotuB (Circui), 478. 


spodiogaster (Butoridee), 
395. 

gqualidiim (Piprosoma), 
478. 

Squatarola, 235. 
staceii (Phasianus), 82. 
fltagnatilis (Tetanus), 263, 
stanleyi (Gallus), 77. 
Steganopodes, 331. 
stellaris (Ardea), 405. 
stellaris (Botaurus), 405. 
steuura (Gallinago), 289. 
stenura (Scolopax), 289. 
Stercurariidffi, 328. 
StercorariuB, 329. 

Sferna, 310. 

Sterninse, 306. 

Sternula, 320. 
sthenura (Gallinago), 
289. 

stoliczkfc (Turtur), 46. 
stolida (Sterna), 325. 
stolidus (Anous), 325. 
strepera (Anas), 440. 
Btrepera (Chauliodus), 
440. 

streperuB (Chaulelasmus), 
440. 

Strepsilas, 222. 
striata (Columba), 52. 
striata (Geopclia), 52. 
Btriata (Hvpotcenidia), 
160,162. 

striatus (AlcuruB), 481. 
striutus (Rallus), 160, 
162. 

strutbersi (Ibidorhyn- 
cha), 249. 

strut hersi (Ibidorhyn- 
cluis), 249. 

Hubarquata (Pelidna), 
278. 

subarquata (Scolopax), 

278 . 

subarquata (Tringa), 278. 
Bubarquatus (Ancylo- 
chilus), 278. 

subminuta (Tringa), 276. 
Sula, 345. 

sula (Bysporus), 346. 
sula (Pelecanus), 346, 
Sulidffi, 345. 

sumatrana (Ardea), 383, 
384. 

sumatrana (Sterna), 322, 
Buperciliaris (Oyornis), 
478. 

Buperciliaris (Malac- 
ortyx), 106. 

su^reiliaris (Porzana), 
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Buperciliaris (Kallina), 
167. 

Buperciliaris (Ballua), 

167, 

superciliosa (Ophryeia), 
105. 

superciliosus (Rollulus), 
105. 

suratensis (Columba), 43. 
surateusis (Turtur), 43, 
44. 

gykesi (Carapophaga), 
478. 

Bykeei (Hemipodiua), 
152. 

Bykesi (Turnix), 153. 
Sylochelidon, 309. 
sylvatica (Oarpophaga), 
19, 20. 

gylvatica (Columba), 10. 
Hypheotidca, 198. 
Syphootis, 198. 
Syrrhaptos, 62. 


Tachybaptes, 475. 
taokzanowskia (Micro- 
palaina), 257. 
taczanowskii (Macro- 
rliamphus), 257. 
Tadorna, 427. 
tadorna (Anas), 427. 
taigoor (Turnix), 151. 
tanki (Turnix), 153. 
Tantalus, 375. 
tarda (Otis), 193. 
telinatophila (Rallina), 
168. 

tommincki (Actodromas), 
276. 

tenimincki (Ceriornis), 

102 . 

terninincki (Limonites), 
276. 

temmincki (Tragopan), 

100 . 

temmincki (Tringa), 275. 
tenuirostris (Anous), 326. 
tenuirostris (Eudromias), 
244. 

terek (Scolomx), 258. 
Terekia, 258. 
terekius (Totanus), 258. 
Tetraogallus, 143. 
tetrax (Otis), 193. 
tefcrax (Tetrax), 193, 
Thalasseus, 3lk 
Thalassidroma, 354. 
thibetanum (Poly- 
plectron), 73. 
Twreskiomif, 361. 


tibetana (Sterna), 318, 
319. 

tibetanum (Polypleo- 
tron), 73. 

tibetanus (Pavo), 73. 
tibetanus (Syrrhaptes), 
63. 

tibetfiuus (Tetraogallus), 
144. 

tickelli (Arboricola), 
126. 

tigrina (Columba), 44. 
tigrinus (Turtur), 44. 
Tigrisoma, 398. 
torquaia (Perdix), 125, 
torquatus (Palinnbus), 
34. 

torqueola (Arboricola), 
125. 

torqueola (Arboripliila), 
125. 

torqueola (Perdix), 124, 
125. 

torra (Ardea), 385. 
torra (Herodias), 386. 
torringtonias (Alsoco- 
mus), 36. 

torririgtonia'. (Columba), 
36. 

torringtonise (Palumbus), 
36. 

torringtonii (PHlumbus), 
36. 

Totanina), 250. 

Totanus, 259. 
totanus (Scolopax), 
266. 

Tragopan, 98. 
trail quobarioa (Columba), 
47. 

tranquebarica (Q^nopo- 
pelia), 47. 

tranquebaricus (Turtur), 

47. 

Treron, 14. 

Treroniuee, 3. 
tridactyla (Ceyx), 484. 
Tringa, 272. 

Tringoides, 260. 
trinkutensis (Megapo- 
dius), 147. 

tristis (PhylloBcopus), 
478. 

Tropicoperdix, 129. 
tropicus (Lobipes), 281. 
tscnebaiewi (Calliope), 
483. 

Tubinares, 352. 
Turnicidse, 149. 

Turnix, 149. 

Turtur, 39, 


turtur (Columba), 42. 
turtur (Turtur), 42. 
tiisalia (Coccyzura), 49. 
tusalia (Macropygia), 49. 
tytleri (Phylloscopus), 
482. 

tytleri (Rubecola), 483. 

unicolor (Collooalia), 
485. 

unicolor (Vinago), 11. 
unwini (Cygnus), 414, 
urinatrix (Pelecanoides), 
358. 

Vanellus, 230. 
vanellus (Tringa), 230. 
vanellus (Vanellus), 230. 
varius (Hierocoecyx), 

velox (Sterna), 314. 
ventralis (Charadrius), 
229. 

ventralis (Hoplopterus), 
229. 

veroda (.dUgialitis), 240. 
vorediis (Charadrius), 
240. 

verediis (Eudromias), 
240. 

veredus (Ochthodromus), 
240. 

venians (Columba), 13. 
vernans (Osmotreron), 
13. 

vieillotii (Euplocamus), 
87. 

villotaei (Chettusia), 

233. 

villotffii (Vanellus), 233. 
vinipeotus (Proparus), 
479. 

Viral va, 307. 

virginiouB (Charadrius), 

234. 

virgo (Anthropoides), 
190. 

virgo (Ardea), 190. 
virgo (Grus), 190. 
viridifrons (Crocopus), 5. 
viridifrons (Treron), 5. 
viridis (Columba), 13. 
viridiB (Niunenius), 
364. 

viridis (Osmotreron), 13. 
vittioollis (Turtur), 42, 

volitans (Cistioola), 478. 
vulgaris (Erancolinus), 

vulgaris (Vanellus), 230, 
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Tulpaneer (Tadoma), 
427. 

■waddelli (Gamilax), 478. 
wallichi (Catreus), 82. 
walJichii (Phasiiinus), 82. 
wardi (Geocichla), 478. 
'wilfloni (Thalaseidroma), 
854. 


wileonii (Procellaria), 
354. 

xantliorrbouB (Pjciio- 
notus), 478, 482. 
xantlioschista (Crypto- 
lopba), 478. 

Xema. SW, 
Xeiiorbynchue, 371. 


Zapornia, 104. 
zeylanica (Porxana), 
168. 

zeylonensis (Galloperdix), 
109. 

zeylonensis (Perdix), 
109. 

zeylonicus (Thereiceryx), 
478. 
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